This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


t 


A"* 


___^  SUSSEX 


^t^ 


^ 


-4 


4 


I  I J 

if 


I? 


L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 


QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 


^FRIL.  &  jrULTs 


1814. 


aV/. 

•  •••• 

•          • 

*•••• 

•  •• 

•  ••.. 

•    •• 

•••  • 

•  •  • 

•    •    • 

o*«*» 

•  •   • 

• 

..... 

• 

•••• 

VOL. 

XL 

-.. 

•  •  9*  • 

•  • 

•       •       • 

• 

•               • 

••.V* 

••  •• 

••. 

^»       • 

.•• 

•  *     •• 

•  • 

•!•• 

•       *  • 

•  •••* 

-       •       . 

•     • 

•••• 

•  '*       • 

•••• 

.•••• 

Smm.         '' 

"•-V 

..••* 

lonuon:  Jiv. 

Printtd  by  C,  lUmorih,  Bell^ard,  TemplC'bar ;^jp  ^'^ 

JOHN  MURRAY,  50,  ALBEMARLE-SfREET. 

1814. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•• •  ••••• 

•  ••••        ••    •  ••«"  •  •  • 

•••••       !••••  ••••• 

:•:•:    •...•  ••.., 

•••••    ••.;  .-•• 


10027  9 


3 


•  •  •,     •••' 

-         .•  •  •  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS 


OF 


No.  XXI. 


Art.  I.   1 .  Histoite  Litt^mire  d'ltajie,  par  P.  L. G^nguenS,  Merobre 
-  de  rinstjtut  de  Franpcy  &c. 

^.  De  la  Litteratvire  du  Midi  de  TEurope,  par  J.  G.  L. 
Simonde  de  Sismondi,  &c.       --        -        -        -       I 
II.  1* he  Tragedies  of  Maddelen,  Agamemnon,  Lady  Mac- 

J)eth,  Antonia,  and  Clytemnestra.    By  John  Gait.     -    33 

III,  .1.  Theorie  de  la  double  Refraction  de  la  Lumiere.     Par 
E.  L.  Malus. 

2.  M6moire  sur  de  nouveaux  Rapports  entre  la  Reflexion 
et  la  Polarisation  de  la  Lumiere.     Par  M.  Biot. 

3.  Versuche  iiber  Spiegelung  und  Brechung.     Experi- 
i                                  ~  ments  on  the  Reflection  and  Refraction  of  Light.     By 

Dr.  Seebeck. 
'                                 4.  A  Treatise  on  new  Philosophical  Instruments,  with 
I                                     Experiments    on   Light    and    Colours.      By   David 
i  ;  Brewster,-LL.  D.  - 42 

IV.  Letters  on  the  Nicobar  Islands.    -        -        -        «•        -    57  ^ 
I                           V.  The  Letters  of  Lord  l^felson  to  Lady  Hamilton;  with  a 

i  Supplemient  of  Interesting  Letters,  by  distinguished 

i  Personages.   -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    73 

I  VI., The  World  before  the  Flood,  a  Poem,  in  ten  Cantos; 

I  *  with  other  occasional  Pieces;  by  James  Montgomery, 

Author  of  the  Wanderer  of  Switzerland,  the  West 
I  Indies,  &c.   -/-       -,-       -'-       -       -78 

VII.  The  Nature  of  Things,  a  Didascalic  Poem,  translated 
from  the  Latin  of  Titus  Lucretius  Cams,  accompanied 
with  Commentaries,  comparative,  illustrative  and  sci- 
entific, and  the  Life  of  Epicurus.  By  Thomas  Busby, 
Mus,  Doc.     -..-----88 

VIIL  1.  A  Picturesque  Journey  to  the  North  Cape.    By  A. 
F.  Skioldebrand ;  translated  from  the  French.     ' 
I  2.  Travels  through   Norway  and  Lapland  during  the 

I  years  1806,  1807,  and  1808.     By  Leopold  Von  Buch, 

!  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  ^t  Berlin. 

Translated  from  the  priginal  German,  by  John  Black,        ^ 

V  with  Notes  and  lllustrationss  chiefly  Mineralogical, 

V  and  some  Account  of  the  Author,  by  Robert  Jame- 
^  son,  F.  R.  S.  E.  F.  L.  S.  &c.  Professor  of  Natural  His- 
'?*                                 tory  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.     Illustrated  with 

\  Maps  and  Physical  Sections. 

S.  Voyages 


\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5.  Voyages  dans  le  Nord  de  TEurope  consistant  princi* 
palement  de  Promenades  en  Norw^ge,  et  de  quelques 
Courses  en  Su^de  dans  TannSe  1807-  Suivi  d'un  Ap- 
pendice  contenant  des  Remarc(ues  historiques  et  phy- 
siques, &c.  &c.  &c.     Par  A.  Lamotle.     ...  104 

IX.  The  Wanderer ;  or  Female  Difficulties.    By  the  Author 

of  Evelina,  Cecilia  and  Camilla.  -        -        -  123 

X.  Sermons,  by  the  late  Rev.  Walter  Blake  Kirwan,  Dean 

of  Killala.    With  a  Sketch  of  his  Life.      -        -        -  130 

XL  Histoire  de  France,  pendant  le .  Dix-huiti^me  Si^cle, 

par  Charles  Lacretelle.  -        -        -        .        -  138 

XIL  The  Remorse.    A  Tragedy.    By  S.  T.  Coleridge.    Se-      j 
cond  Edition.  -        -        -.       -        -        -        -  177 

XIIL  History  of  the  Azores,  or  Western  Islands;  containing 
an  Account  of  the  Government,  Laws,  and  Religion ; 
the  Manners,  Ceremonies,  and  Character  of  the  Inha- 
bitants ;  and  demonstrating  the  Importance  of  these 
-  valuable  Islands  to  the  British  Empire.     -        -        -  19 1 

XIV.  Experimental  Researches  concerning  the  Philosophy  of 
permanent  Colours,  and  the  best  Means*  (5f  producing 
them  by  Dyeing,  Calico  Printing,  &c.  By  Edward 
Bancroft,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.        .  -        -        -        -        -  205 

XV.  I .  Remarks  on  the  Calumnies  published  in  the  Quarterly 
Review,  on  the  English  Ship-builders. 

2.  Substance  of  the  Speech  of  William  Harrison,  Esq. 
before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  East  India-built  Shipping. 

3.  Minutes  of  the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  several  Petitions  of  the  Ship- 

i  builders  and  others  interested  in  the  Building  and 
Equipment  of  Ships  built  in  the  East  Indies,  were 
referred,  &c.  Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
be  printed. 

4.  The  Substance  of  the  Speech  of  John  Adolphus,  Esq. 
on  sununing  up  the  Case  of  the  English  Ship-builders, 
&c.      -        .        -        ...        .        .        -217 

Quarterly  List  of  New  Publications.  -        -        -  255 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COIN  TENTS 


OF 


No.  XXII. 


AftT.  I.    Observations  on  Popular  Antiquities,  chiefly  illustrating 

the  Origin  of  our  Vulgar  Customs,  Ceremonies,  and 

Superstitions.     By  John  Brand,  M.  A.  Fellow  and  Sec. 

^     \  of  the  Society  of  Antiquarians  of"  London.     Arranged 

and  revised,  with  Additions,  by  Henry  Ellis,  F.  Rl  S.  ' 

Sec.S.A.  -  -  -  '  -       ^9   ^ 

II.  1.  A  Voyage  round  the  World  in  the  Years  1803,  4, 5,  and 
6,  performed  by  order  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  Alex- 
ander the  First,  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  the  Ship  Neva, 
by  Urey  Lisiansky,  Captain  in  the  Russian  Navy,  and 
Knight  of  the  Orders  of  St.  George  and  St.  Vladimir. 

2;  Voyages  and  Travels  in  various  Parts  of  the  World,  du- 
ring the  Years  1803 — 7,  by  G.  H.  Von  LangsdorflF, 
Aulic  Counsellor  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, Consul  General  at  the  Brazils,  Knight  of  the  Or- 
der of  St.  Anne,  &c.  &c.  -  -  -        ^85 

III.  The  Works  of  Thomas  Gray,  with  the  Memoirs  of  his 

Life  and  Writings  by  William  Mason ;  to  which  are 
subjoined.  Extracts  Philological,  Poetical,  and  Criti- 
cal, from  the  Author's  Original  MSS.  selected  and  ar- 
ranged by  Thomas  James  Mathias.  -  -       304  ' 

IV.  Elements  of  Agricultural  Chemistry,  in  a  Course  of  Lec- 

tures for  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  By  Sir  Humj^hry 
Davy,  LL. D.  F.  R.  S. L.  &  E.  V. P.  R.  L  &c.  &cc.    -    3I« 

V.  1 .  The  Works  of  Confucius,  containing  the  Original 
Text,  with  a  Translation.     By  J.  Marsh  man.        % 

2.  Horae  Sinicae :  Translations  from  the  Popular  Literature  of 
the  Chinese.  By  the  Rev.  Robert  Morrison,  Protest- 
ant Missionary  at  Canton.  -  -  -       332 , 

VI.  1.  Practical  Observations  on  Ectropium,  Artificial  Pupil, 
and  Cataract.  By  William  Adams,  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Oculist  Extraordinary  to 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  &c,  &c. 

2.  Official 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 

Official  Papers  relating  to  Ope-rations  performed  by  or- 
der of  the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Green- 
wich, for  the  Purpose  of  ascertaining  the  general  Effi- 
cacy of  the  new  Modes  of  Treatment  practised  by  Mr. 
Adams.  -  -  ...  34jr 

VII.  Waverley;  or, 'tis  Sixty  Years  since.  -  -        354 

VIII.  The  Satires  of  Juvenal,  translated  into  English  Verse. 
By  Charles  Badham,  M.  D.  with  Notes  and  Illustra- 
tions. "  ".  "  "  "  ^77 

IX.  Correspondance  Litteraire^   &c.  depuis   1753  jusqu'en 

1769,     Par  le  Baron  de  Grimm  et  Diderot.  -         399 

X.  1.  The  School  for  Wits,  or  the  Cream  of  the  Jests;  se-r 
lected  by  Ralph  VVewitzer. 

2.  The  Flowers  of  Wit,  or  a  Choice  Collection,  of  Bon 
Mots,  both  ancient  and  modern;  with  biographical 
and  ci'itical.  Remarks;  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Kett, 
author  of  the  Elements  of  General  Knowledge; 
Emily,  a  modern  tale,  &c.  &c.  -  -  423 

XL  1.  The  Corsair,  a  Tale.     By  Lord  Byron. 

2.  Lara,  a  Tale.        ,     -  »         '  '-  -  428 

XIL  Researches  in  Greece,  by  W^illiam  Martin  Leake.       -      458 

XIIL  The  Works  of  the  English  Poets,  from  Chaucer  to  Cow- 
per;  including  the  Series  edited,  with  Prefaces  Bio- 
graphical and  Critical,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson:  and 
the  most  approved  Translations.  The  additional  Lives 
by  Alexander  Chalmers,  F.  S.  A.  -  -        480 

New  Publications.  *  -  -  -  505 

Index  -'.--.  515 


THE 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

QUARTERLY   REVIEW. 

APRIL,  1814. 


Art.  I.     1.  Histoire  Littiraire  d^Italie,  par  P.L,  Gingiienij 

Membre  de  Flnstitut  de  France^  S^c. 
2.  Dfi  la  Littirature  du  Midi  de  V Europe^  par  J.  C.  L.  Simonde 

de  Sismofidi,  S^c.    Paris,  1813. 

"ll/^E  have  placed  t(^ther  the  titles  of  two  works  which,  though 
^  ^  every  way  deserving  of  distinct  commemoration,  are  yet 
so  nearly  allied  by  their  subjects,  that  it  would  in  some  measure 
be  an  injury  to  both  to  consider  them  separately.  Ih  their  origia 
and  design  diis  affinity  is  further  remarkable.  The  first  was  under- 
taken in  1802,  for  the  Athenaeum  at  Paris,  as  the  commencement 
of  n  series  which  should  embrace  the  whole  range  of  modem  lite-, 
rary  -history.  The  extent  of  this  plan  may  be  estimated  from  dmt 
of  the  portion  before  us ;  which,  in  si;^  volumes,  distributed  into 
two  parts,  comprehends  the.  annals  of  Italian  literature,  to  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  Its  history  during  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth,  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  third  division.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  vastness  of  the  original  plan  excluded,  by  degrees, 
all  hope  of  its  accomplishment;  and  that  the  author  abandoned  to 
others  the  remainder  of  a  task,  undertaken  in  favour  of  that  nation^ 
'  with  which  he  is  best  acquainted,  and  which,  perhaps,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  his  warmest  affection.' 

Of  M.  Sismondi's  work,  two  volumes  only  are  yet  before  us* 
They  are  the  substance  of  public  lectures,  delivered  by  him  at  Ge- 
neva, and  comprise  the  sketches,  rather  than  the  details,  of  the 
literary  history  of  the  Arabs,  the  Proven^aux,  the  writers  in  the 
*  Lai^e  Romane,'  and  the  Italians.  In  two  more  we  are  to  be 
conducted  through  Spain  and  Portugal.  This  author,  like  the  for- 
mer, had  proposed  to  himself  a  plan  of  much  greater  magnitude 
than  he  has  since  found  it  convenient  to  execute.  It  extended,  he 
says,  to  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  indeed,  if  we  understand  him 
rightly,  it  is  not  to  be  considered  even  now  as  absolutely  aban- 
doned. Tlie  name  of  M.  Sismondi  has  long  ranked  very  high  in 
our  estimation,  and  being  taught  not  to  expect  any  immediate 
eontinuation  of  his  work  on  the  Italian  Republics,  we  were  not 
a  little  gratified  to  find  that  bis  attention  had  in  the  mean  tim« 
VOL.  XI.  NO.  XXI.  A  been 
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been  tamed  to  other  subjects  so  nearly  conoected  in  interest,  and 
to  which  his  Competency  could  admit  of  no  question.  The  k- 
iKHirs  of  M.  Gin^uenl  demand  our  first  consideration,  in  a  general 
view  of  It^iao  literature ;  but  we  diall  occasionally  recur  to  the 
professor  of  Geneva,  whom  we  may  at  some  future  period  have  to 
follow,  exclusively,  as  our  guide  to  the  literary  treasures  of  the 
Western  Peninsula, 

Hie  ori^n  and  formation  of  the  Italian  language  must  naturally 
be  the  first  object  of  inquiry  to  those  who  are  desirous  of  attaining 
t  just  notion  of  Italian  literature ;  and  it  undoubtedly  adds  to  the 
interest  of  this  inquiry,  when  we  reflect  that  the  very  language  which 
fiiirt,  of  all  the  modem  dialects  of  Europe,  served  as  a  vehicle  for 
Any  ^rcat  and  lasting  efforts  of  human  genius,  was  the  last  in  order 
of  birth,  and  actually  burst  into  the  full  splendour  of  maturity, 
while  yet  the  world  was  almost  unconscious  of  its  existence.  A 
%hole  generation  of  Italian  poets  intervenes  between  the  age  of 
Dante  and  that  of  Chaucer  :  yet  the  latter  was  but  '  the  momiiq; 
star'  of  English  poetry ;  the  former  is  the  meridian  sua  which  ri* 
vals  in  splendour  the  brightest  lumbaries  of  all  ages  and  nations. 
On  the  other  hand,  the. language  of  Chaucer  had  been  that  of  the 
people  of  England,  and  of  English  writers,  for  ages ;  while  the 
first  faint  and  imperfect  articulations  of  that  speech  which  Dante 
laised  at  once  to  perfection,  are  with  difficulty  to  be  distinguished 
before  the  thirteenth  century^  to  the  conclusion  of  which  he  him- 
self bekw^. 

The  solution  of  this  remarkable  phenomenon  has  long  em** 
^yed  the  conjectures,  and  directed  the  researches  of  the  learned. 
They  bid  us  ascend  to  a  period  of  the  remotest,  even  of  unknown 
antiquity,  when  the  Celtic  nation,  {*  whose  language,  if  not  primi- 
tive m  an  absolute  sense,  is  so  at  least  relatively  to  almost  all 
known  languages,^)  divided  itself  into  two  immense  bodies ;  the 
one  occupying  the  western  diores  of  Asia,  the  other  spreading 
throi^  the  northern  countries  of  Europe,  and  following  the 
.course  of  the  Danube  from  its  mouths  to  the  source,  passing  the 
barrier  of  the  Rhin^,  and  establishing  itself  at  last  in  the  regions 
^t  lie  between  that  river,  the  Alps,  and  the  Pyrenees,  the  ncn*- 
them  and  the  Mediterranean  seas ;  in  short,  between  those  which 
have  of  late  years  b^nhumourousfy  denominated  the  natural  boun- 
daries of  the  French  republic.  In  process  of  time,  the  increase  of 
population  forced  them,  we  are  told,  to  infringe  these  sacred  bar- 
riers ;  and  the  Celtic  nation,  together  with  the  Celtic  language^ 
(already  contaminated  by  its  mixture  with  the  forgotten  dialects  of 
foigotten  people,)  poured  itself,  with  little  resistance,  through  *  the 
fair  fields  of  Italy,'  till  it  met,  mid- way  in  its  course,  another  tor- 
rent flowing  from  a  totally  different  source ;  for  the  Greeks  had  in 
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Ihe^mean  time  colonized  die  south  eastern  extremities  of  the  skai^ 
peninsula,  s^n^  the  superabundance  of  popolation  impelled  tUeitt 
towards  ^  Alps,  just  as  Ae  same  cause  drove  die  others  in  a  con- 
trary direction.  What  convulsions  may  have  attended  the  firsi 
llhock  of  the  two  nations^  are  beyond  the  reach  of  history.  Waff 
there  were  no  doubt,  '  car  tel  a  toujours  6t6  I'aboi'd  de  deu:t 
peuples  qui  se  rencontrent ;'  but  judging  from  the  natural  progress 
of  human  events,  it  is  reasonable  to  imagine  that  these  wars  Wer€ 
terminated  by«  the  principle  of  mutual  convenience.  To  cut  short 
the  romance,  (for,  after  all,  it  is  no  better,)  the  conflicting  nations  at 
last  aftialgamated  together,  and  thus  was  formed  the  new  society  of 
the  Latin  people,  and  the  new  dialect  to  which  they  imparted  their 
name ;  a  dialect  compounded  therefore  of  Gallo-celtic  and  Greeks 
combined  with  a  variety  of  unknown  in^edients,  the  reliqued  of 
the  various  ind^enous  idioms,  which  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  the 
new  settlers  took  the  pains  to  eradicate*  In  this  mixture,  the  Cel- 
tic had  a  vast  advantage.  The  Greek  (as  yet  far  from  being  the 
language  of  Homer  and  Plato)  was  in  itself  no  better  than  a  com- 
pound to  which  the  Phoenicians,  the  Macedonians,  the  Phrygi- 
ans, the  lUyrians,  and  even  the  Celts,  (those  of  the  great  Asiatic 
liivision,)  had  contributed  certain  unassignable  proportions. 

*  From  so  multiplied  a  combination  as  this,  arose  the  Latin ;  which, 
coarse  in  its  origin,  but  polished  and  perfected  by  time,  became  at 
last  the  language  of  Terence  and  Cicero,  of  Horace  and  Virgil ;  ^nd 
It  is  this  same  language,  which,  after  so  brilliant  an  empire,  terminated 
by  so  long  and  dismal  a  declension,  mingled  itself  anew  with  its  axicient 
CeUic,  the  common  source  of  all  the  barbarous  dialects  of  Go  As  and 
Lombards,  Franks  and  Germans ;  to  become  at  length  that  of  Dante^ 
Petrarch,  and  Bocaccio,' 

Of  the  three  hypotheses  now  submitted  to  our  election,  we  may 
aafely  smile  at  the  national  partiality  whi^h  dictated  the  two  former. 
That  which  was  first  asserted  by  Leonard  Aretin,  and  afterwards 
maintained  by  Bembo,  supposed  the  ItaliaH  to  be  coeval  with  tht 
X<atin  itself; — that  the  one  was  at  all  times  the  '  Ungua  volgare/ 
the  dialect  of  the  common  classes, — while  the  odier  was  the  chosen 
vehicle  of  learning  and  state-affairs.  The  Marquis  Maffei  was 
the  author  of  the  second  opinion,  scarcely  more  probable  than  the 
former ;  and  evidently  s^oggested  by  the  same  national  bias.  Un- 
willing to  admit  the  too  probable  pollutions  of  barbarous  idioms, 
he  imagined  that  the  Latin,  without  aid  from  any  external  cause, 
gradually  corrupted  itself,  by  receiving  from  time  to  time  into  the 
regular  forms  of  composition,  all  the  slang  of  the  illiterate  vulgar. 
Howler  gratifying  such  dreams  may  prove  to  Uie  vanity  of  a  na^ 
jtive,  the  third,  and  last  is  the  only  hypothesis  that  can  be  seriously 
^entertained  by  an  impartif^  inquirer.     It  is  that  which,  even  widv- 
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out  proof,  would  be  universaUy  adopted  for  its  probability,  and 
which  Muratori  has  established  on  internal  evidence. 

*  Invasions/  observes  a  learned  Frenchman,  (the  president  de  Brosscs,) 
*  invasions  are  the  scourge  of  idioms,  as  well  as  of  nations ;  but  not 
altogether  in  the  same  order.  Of  nations,  the  strongest  always  takes 
the  lead.  So  it  is  with  languages,  but  die  strangest  Umauage  is  often 
that  of  the  weakest  people,  and  therefore  takes  place  of  tlutt  of  the 
conquerors.' 

It  was  thiis  with  die  Latin  language,  which  the  barbarous  con- 
querors of  Italy  successively  agieed  to  take  in  exdiange  for  that 
which  they  had  brought  with  tfaem :  bat  though  its  origimd  strength 
enabled  it  to  survive  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third  colUsion,  it  was 
gradually  weakened  by  each  following  shock ;  and  received  in  its    . 
turn  the  inflexion^  and  phrases,  the  pronunciation  (perhap8)and 
much  of  die  vocabulary,  even  of  the  idioms  which  it  despised,  and 
which  were  ready  to  acknowledge  their  inferiority.    From  the  age 
of  Constantinetothe  l£th  century,  that  which  by  courtesy  wascalled 
the  Latin,  still  continued  to  be  the  only  public  language  of  Italy ; 
but  the  j>ublic  records  sufficiently  prove  its  rapid  degeneracy,  and 
the  writmgs  of  the  learned,  though  of  a  standard  of  purity  some« 
what  superior  to  diat  of  the  men  of  business,  conspire  to  prove 
that,  in  common  use,  the  ancient  idiom  was  wholly  superseded  by 
n  jargon  which,  towards  the  end  of  the  period  we  have  mentioned^ 
gradually  assumed  the  form  of  a  distinct  language,  and  in  that  state 
awaited  only  the  powers  of  a  creative  genius,  to  mould  it  into  the 
regular  and  beautiful  symmetry  which  it  has  ever  since  retained. 
It  would  seem  a  sufficient  confirmation  of  this  doctrine,  (if  it  wanted 
any,)  that  each  dialect,  in  proportion  as  it  approaches  the  as- 
signed  limits  of  separation,  most  strougly  partakes  of  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  other.    The  Latin  records  of  the  12th  and 
ISth  centuries  are  fiill  of'  Italian  terminations  and  phrases ;  v^hiU 
the  poems  of  Dante,  and  of  the  few  writers  in  Italian  who  preceded 
bim,  abound  in  latinisms,  which  we  find  only  gradually  to  wear 
away  as  we  descend  to  Petrarch  and  Bocaccio,  who  may  be  con- 
iddered  as  Ae  finishers  of  the  modem  structure.    At  the  same 
time,    io   distinct  were   these  kindred  idioms,   diat  v^en  the 
Patriarch  of  Aquileia,  towards  the  end  of  the  1^^  century,  pro- 
nounced a  Latin  homily  before  the  people,  the  Bishop  of  Padua 
thought  it  necessary  to  translate  it  into  the '  lingua  volgare,'  in  ordeir 
to  render  it  generally  intelligible. 

The  first  efibrts  of  all  languages  have  been  poedcal.  It  was 
dius  even  with  the  Italian,  late  as  was  the  period  of  its  formation. 
— ^The  first  written  specimens  extant  are  the  verses  of  a  few  obscure 
Sicilian  poets,  about  the  hepnnyag  of  the  thirteenth  century.  After 
ascertaining  the  origin  of  the  language,  therefore,  the  next  most 
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important  object  is  to  fix  the  genealogy  of  its  poetical  sentiment  and 
diction.  In  proseicuting  this  examination  it  soon  becomes  evident 
that  the  poetry  of  Italy  derives  itself  in  a  much  more  direct  line 
froin  that  of  the  Proven^aux,  and,  through  them,  from  the  more 
'  distant  source  of  Arabiap  literature^  than  from  ancient  Rome,  of 
whose  lyre  the  last  faint  and  discordant  sounds  had  scarcely  been 
heard  for  ag^s. 

The  history  of  the  Provencal  language,  considered  as  a  literary 
dialect,  affords  two  objects  of  contemplation  equally  suiking,  in  its 
sudden  rise,  and  its  as  sudden  extinction. 

*  Lorsqne,  dans  le  dixi^me  sifecle/  says'  M.  Sismondi,  *  les  |)eup1es 
du  midi  de  TEurope  essay^rent  de  donner  de  la  consistance  aux  patois 
iaformes  qui  avaient  6t6  produits  par  le  melange  du  Latin  avee  les 
langues  du  nord,  un  lan^e  nouveau  parut  dominer  pardessus  toiik  les 
^utres.  lie  premier  forme,  le  plus  g6n6ralement  r^pandu,  le  plus  rapi- 
dement  cultive,  il^sembla  devoir  prendre  la  place  du  Latin  qu'on  aban* 
do'nnait;  des  milhers  de  poetes  neurirent  presqu'  en  m^me  temps  dans 
cette  langue  noufelie;  its  lui  donnerent  un  caract^re  propre,  celui 
-d'une  litt^rature  tout  ^  fait  originale  qui  n'empruntait  rien  aui  Latins  et 
aux  Grecs,  ou  ^  tout  ce  qu'on  norame  classique :  ils  ^tendirent  sa 
reputation  des  extremity  de  r£spagne  k'ceiles  de  Tltalie ;  ils  servirent 
de  modules  ^  tons  les  poetes  qu'on  vit  bient6t  apr^  se  former  dans 
toutes  les  autres  langues,  m^me  dans  celles  du  Nord,  chez  les  Anglais, 
et  les  Allemands.  Mais  tout  ^  coup  oet  6dat  6pb^ere  s'  ^vanouk, 
les  troubadours  se  turent,  le  Provenpai  fut  abandann^ :  cette  langue, 
en  subissant  de  nouveaux  changemens,  redevint  un  patds,  et  apr^.  trois 
sidles  d'une  existence  briilante,  toutes  ses  productions  furent  rang^ 
avec  celles  des  langues  mortes;  on  cessa  d'y  rien  ajouter. 

*•  La  haute  reputation  des  poetes  Proven^aux,  et  le  rapide  declin 
de  leur  langue,  sont  deux  ph6nom^nes  6galement  frappans  dans  This* 
toire  de  la  culture  de  Fesprit  faumain.  La  litt^rature  qui  a  servi  de 
modMe  k  toutes  les  autres,  et  qui  cependant,  parmi  des  milliers  de 
poesies  agr^ables,  n'a  pas  produit  un- chef-d'oeuvre,  pas  un  ouvrage  de 
g^nie  dont  le  nom  soit  arriv6  h,  Tinfmortalite,  est  a  autant  pluy  digne  de 
fixer  notre  attention,.  qu!elle  est  toute  entire  Touvfage  du  si^e,  et 
non  celui  des  individus ;  elle  nous  r6vMe  les  sentimens,i'imi^nation, 
.  Fesprit,  des  nations  modemes,  k  leur  naissaoce;  ce  qui  ^tait  partout,  et 
.noncequ'un  g^ie  sup^rieur  ^  son  si^cle  a  pu  inspirer.k  un  seul 
bomme.  Ainsi  le  retour  des  beaux  jours  nous  est  annonc6  au  printemps 
par  Feclat  des  fleurs  des  champs,  par  le  luxe  des  prairies,  mais  nou  par 
quel  que  prodige  des  jardi^s,  pour  lescjuels  Fart  e^  la  puissance  de 
Fbomme  ont  second^  la  nature/ — ^Tom.  i.  p,  78. 

Without  ascending  to  the  origin  of  the  Langue  Romanes  that 
singular  language  which,  produced  by  succ^ive  and  ill-defined 
'  combinations  of  the  Latin  and  Celtic,  Imd  gradually  spread  over 

r  ^e  whole  of  Gaul  after  the  ded^nsiop  of  the  Roman  power;  and 

<  contenting  ourselves  with  barely  noticing  its  first  great  separa- 
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tion  (usOally  sesigned  to  the  period  of  the  accession  of  die  Capetian 
race)  into  the  Bwnan  Walton ,  or  Lanpte  d*Oil,  and  the  Proven^ 
f0lf  or  Langue  JCf)e ;  it  will  be  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose 
to  take  a  rapid  survey  of  the  rise^  progress,  and  decline,  and  tfia 
striking  qualities  of  the  Provencal  poetry,  as  detailed  to  us  at  con* 
siderable  length  and  with  great  ingenuity  by  both  the  writers  whoni 
we  have  chosen  for  our  guides. 

The  capture  of  Toledo  in  1083,  by  Alonso  VI,  king  of  Castile  and 
L^eon,  and^e  succession  of  Raymond  Berenger,  count  of  Barcelona; 
to  the  county  of  Provence,  about  fifty  years  later,  have  been  respec* 
tively  assigned  by  di£ferent  writers  as  the  periods  of  the  birth  of  Pro- 
v^n^al  poetry.  Whatever  may  be  the  true  date  of  its  earliest  efforts^^ 
(which  have  undoubtedly  perished,)  both  these  events  must  be  con* 
sidered  as  contributing  m  a^ery  immediate  degree  to  the  character 
which  it  assumed  in  its  progress.  Toledo,  at  the  time  of  its  coih 
jpest,  was  one  of  the  principal  seats  of  Arabian  literature,  nor  did 
it  wholly  change  its  condition  by  passing  into  the  hands  of  the 
Christians.  ^With  a  liberality  which  reflects  disgrace  on, more 
civilized  ages,  its  former  inhabitants  were  encouraged  to  remain,^^ 
their  religion  was  protected,  their  national  customs  preserved  in- 
violate, and  above  all,  their  national  schools  maintained  in  all  their 
ancient  privileges.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  conquerors,  so 
wisely  magnanimous,  failed  to  improve  the  circumstances  in  which 
their  own  policy  had  placed  them ;  and  if  we  recollect,  on  the  one 
hand,  diat  the  poetical  art  was  the  most  widely  diffused  and  culti^ 
i^ted  among  the  conquered  people,  so  that  (to  use  the  strong  ex- 
pression of  M.Oinguen^)  it  formed  the  very  essence  of  their  cha- 
racter ;  and,  -on-the  others  th^C  amoqg  the  followers  of  the  Casr 
tilian  monarch  at  this  celebrated  siege,  a  very  large  proportion  con^i 
sisted  of  adventurers  from  the  southern  provinces  of  France,  of 
which  his  queai  was  herself  a  native,  we  can  hardly  hesitate  to  aci 
quiesce  in  the  conclusion,  that  the  first  poetical  attempts  of  tlm 
Spanish  nation  sre  prohabliff  ikoa^  of  the  Prpyengaux  certainly fta 
be  referred  to  this  epoch.  -    ^ 

With  regard  to  thef  second  ^riod,  thetOfaplercial  intercourse  of 
ihe  Catalans  with  the  nations  of  the '£a!st  had>  long  hiefore  the  acr 
cessiltm  of  Raythond  Bei'enger,  c6-operated  with  the  less  amicable 
relations  produced  by  the  nei^bourhood  of  the  Moorish  kingdom 
df  Valencia  to'  inspire  the  polished  court  of  Barcelona  with  the  spi- 
rit of  freedom  and  chivalry,  and  a  relish  for  the  refinements  of 
luxury,  theel^ance,  die  arts  and  sciences  of  &e  Arabs.    The  lam 

Snge  df  die  Catalans  v<ra$  itself  a  didect  of  the  Langue  Itomane, 
iering  but  slightly  flrom  the  IVoven^id  in  stnieture  and  accent* 
The  removal  of  this  gay  and  splendid  court  to  Provence  then,  even 
if  we  faentale  f  o  fix^  it  as  the-  period  of  the  ori^  of  the  national 
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poetry,  must  be  admitted  to  have  been  highly  favourable  to  itt 
improvement,  and  calculated  to  confirm  and  exalt  the  character 
impressed  upon  it  by  a  variety  of  previous  circumstances. 

But  if  the  true  parentage  of  the  Provencal  poetry  is  to  be  traced 
with  so  much  apparent  certainty  through  the  medium  of  historical 
evidence ;  coupled  with  the  internal  proofs  afforded  by  its  peculia-^ 
lities  of  subject  as  well  as  structure,  the  fact  becomes  quite  con* 
viucing.  Ine  first  of  these  traces  of  filiation  is  the  adoption  of 
rhyme,—- a  comparatively  modem  invention,  which,  though  attri- 
buted by  di£ferent  theorists  to  a  Scandinavian,  a  Gothic,  and  even  i 
Latm  origin,  is  most  probably  ascribable,  in  the  case  of  the  trouba- 
dours, to  the  Arabians  only.  Another  peculiarity  in  the  structure 
of  both  is  the  turn  of  thought  and  expression  which  almost  uni» 
formly  marks  the  conclusiQn  of  their  compositions  of  love  and 
gallantry,  which,  in  the  Provencal  poetry,  is  termed  the  envoy ,  and 
in  which  the  bard  suddenly  breaks  off  his  train  of  narrative  or 
reflection  to  apostrophize '  either  himself,  or  his  song,  or  the  jon^ 
leur  whose  business  it  is  to  sing  it,  or  the  lady  for  whom  itiscom*^ 
posed,  or  the  messenger  who  is  to  bear  it  to  her/ 

The  first  great  revolution  noticed  in  the  literary  history  of  the  Pro- 
vengaiix  is  the  division  which  took  place  between  the  office  of 
Troubadour  and  Jongleur,  of  composer  and  reciter.  We  have  nO 
monuments  extant  of  the  time  in  which  these  two  professions  were 
united  in  the  same  individual.  The  poetical  genius  was  probably 
improved  by  the  separation;  yet  is  it  noticed  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  which  operated  towards  the  discredit  and  ultimate 
overthrow  of  the  art.  It  is  unnecessary  in  this  place  to  follow 
those  causes  closely  or  describe  them  with  minuteness.  William 
IX,  count  of  Poitou,  is  the  first  acknowledged  troubadour  in  the 
list  of  those  who  have  transmitted  any  remnant  of  their  composi- 
tions to  our  times.  That  prince  died  in  1 127^  and  in  the  space  of 
less  than  a  century  after,  we  have  the  names,  and  .some  remains  of 
the  works,  of  a  very  numerous  body  of  hi^  poetical  successors^ 
among  whom  are  four  kings,  and  a  proportionable  number  of 
sovereign  counts  and  barons.  The  gay  and  gallant  court  of  Pro- 
vence expired  early  in  the  13th  century,  together  with  the  dynasty 
of  its  ancient  princes.  About  the  same  period,  religious  fury  and 
the  horror$  of  inquisitorial  vengeance  desolated  all  that  lovely  por- 
tion of  the  world  which  had  hitherto  been  the  favourite  land  of  the 
muses;  and,  when  tranquillity  was  restored^  it  found  them  already 
in  poteession  of  an  empire  whose  splendoi^  far  eclipsed  the  short 
lived  brilliancy  of  that  from  which  it  had  been  expelled.  The 
language  itself,  as  a  literary  language^  had  exjnred;  and  one  only 
relique  of  the  science  gate  spp^Eurs  to  have  survived  the  lapse  of 
ages  in  the  singufaut  institution  of  the  Floral  Games  at  Toulouse, 

A  4  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8^     .Giogueii^  ondlSistiiondi's  Literary  History  of  Italy,  i^e.  Ar  B* 

which  was  in  its  origin  no  other  than  au  academy  or  college  of 
troubadours. 

^  We  would  gladly  follow  our  guides  through  those  interesting  di- 
visions of  their  works  in  which  they  estimate  the  merits,  and  de- 
scribe the  characteristic  qualities  of  the  Provencal  poetiy ;  but 
.we  feel  that  it  would  divert  us  too  long  from  our  main  object, 
tlioughit  is  possible  we  may  revert  to  this  part  of  the  subject  beifore 
we  have  done  with  those  early  Italian  poets  in  whom  the  imitation 
of  the  Provengaux  is  most  conspicuous. 

Of  these,  the  list  of  obscure  sonneteers  and  canzonieri  who 
preceded  Dante,  shall  ui^Vdetain  us  longer  than  is  barely  su£Bcient 
to  mark  the  nature  of  the  obligations  which  they  owed  to  their 
poetical  predecessors  and  of  those  which  they  conferred  on  the  il- 
lustrious *  Father  of  Tuscan  song/  who  succeeded  them.  The  lat- 
ter must  be  confessed  to  be  as  nothing  in  the  comparison. 

The  name  tff  the  Emperpr  Frederick  II  is  usually  placed  at  the 
liead  of  this  poetical  band,  although  posterity  has  retained  only  a 
jsingle  composition  of  his,  called  by  M.  Ginguen6  an  '  Ode,  ou 
chanson  galante,'  of  which  it  is  enough  to  say,  that,  ^  ce  n'est  pas 
mal  pour  le  temps,  et  pour  un  roi  qui  avait  tant  d  autres  choses  k 
faire  que  des  vers.'  Peter  de  Vineis,  the  celebrated  chancellor 
of  this  accomplished  sovereign,  was  likewise  a  poet,  and  to  him 
appears  to  be'  traced  the  first  rude  outline  of  the  Petrarchal  sonnet. 

Brunetto  Latini  of  Florence,  and  Guido  Guinezilli  of  Bologna, 
are  counted  among  the  first  who  introduced  on  the  continent  of 
Italy  the  new  poetry  which  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  , 
island  that  gave  it  birth.  Bodi  are  handed  down  to  immortal  fame 
(the  first  to  immortal  infamy  also)  by  their  great  pupil  and  fol- 
lower;^ bu|  Latini  seems  to  have  deserved  more  honour  as  a 
grammarian  and  logician  than  as  a  poet,  while  Guido  merits  the 
higher  praise  of  having  brought  to  perfection  that  species  of  poetry 
which  is  termed  the  Canzone,  and  of  having  at  the  same  time  ex- 
alted and  refined  the  poetical  sentiment  by  the  mysUcism  of  the 
Platonic  philosophy. 

Another  Guido,  usually  called  Guitt^ne  d'Arezzo,  is  noticed  as 
the  perfecter  of  the  sonnet;  and  a  third  of  the  same  name,  and  of 
the  noble  family  of  Cavalcanti,  merits  the  more  singular  praise  of 


.  *  Tbe  name  of  Brunetto  is  well  known  as  the  preceptor  of  Dante,  who  recognizes  him 
in  that  quality  in  a  celebrated  passage  of  his  Inferno.  Some  of  his  commentators  have 
Assigned  a  similar  office  to  Guinezilli,  of  whom  it  is  certain  that  Dante  speaks  with  tbe 
highest  veneration,  bestovHng  on  Mm  the  appellation  of.'  massiino'  and  accosting 
himat 

II  Padre 
Mio,  e  d'altri  miei  miglior,  die  mai 
Rhne  d'aOnoie  usar  doki  e  legg^dre,  &€#  Forgat  c  $6* 

having 
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having  courted  the  truth  and  simplicity  of  nature  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  ballad. 

It  is  the  absence  of  this^  the.  first  and  most  indispensable  charm 
of  poetry,  that  has  consigned  to  deserved  oblivion  almost  all  the 
earliest  efforts  of  the  Italian  muse. 

*  Quel  dommage,  qu'un  peuple  si  sensible^  et  en  g^n^ral  si  susceptible 
d'affections  vives  et  de  passions  fortes,  environnn^  d'une  nature  si  riche 
et  plac6  sous  un  ciel  si  beau,  n'ait  pas  songe  It  ceiebrer  les  objets  r^els, 
les  mouveraens  et  les  vicissitudes  de  ces  affections  et  de  ces  passions;  k 
pemdre  ce  beau  ciel,  cette  riche  nature ;  et,  si  ce  n'est  dans  les  descrip- 
tions suivies,  h  s'en  servir  au  moins  dans  des  comparaisons  et  dans  les 
autres  orncments  du  style  po^tique  et  figur^  !*♦ 

Even  in  the  brighest  days  of  Italian  song,  and  notwithstanding 
the  many  illustrious  instances  of  exception  which  its  annals  can 
p'roduce,  this  want  of  natural  feeling  and  expression,  together  widi 
the  substitution  of  false  refinement  aad  metaphysical  mysticbm, 
has  always  been  the  sin  that  most  easily  beset  its  votaries;  it  is, 
therefore,  on  account  of  their  general  applicability  to  the  subject 
of  which  we  are  treating  that  the  following  reflections  appear  to 
be  most  valuable. 

^  Les  Arabes,  malgr6  le  d^rdre  de  leur  imagination  d^regl^e,  an 
milieu  de  leurs  reveries  et  de  leurs  contes  extravagants,  eurent  de  la 
passion  et  de  la  v^rite;  ils  peignirent  admirablement  les  objets  naturels, 
et  rficont^rent  de  la  mani^re  la  plus  vraie  et  la  plus  animee,  ou  les 
grandes  actions,  ou  les  moindres  faits.  Les  Pmven^aux  eurent,  k  pen 
pr^,  les  m^mes  qualites,  autant  du  moins  que  le  leur  permettaient  des 
moeurs  moins  simples  et  moins  grandes  k  la  ibis,  une  langue  moins  riche 
et  encore  inculte,  une  galanterie  plus  rafin^e.  I  Is  chant^rent  les  exploits 
guerriers,  les  aventures  d'araour,  les  piaisirs  de  la  vie.  lis  furent 
louangeurs  adroits,  satiriques  mordants,  conteurs  licentieux,  mais  pleins 
de  sel  et  de  v6rit6.  Les  premiers  poetes  Siciliens  et  Italiens  ne  furent 
rien  de  tout  cela.  Un  seul  sujet  les  occupe,  c'est  lamour,  non  tel  que 
Tinspire  la  nature  mais  tel  qu'il  ^tait  devenu  dans  les  froides  extases  des 
chevaliers,  passionn^s  pour  des  beaut^s  imaginaires  et  dans  les  galantes 
futiiites  des  cours  d'amour.  Chanter  est  une  t&che  qu'ils  remplissent; 
toujours  force  leur  est  de  chanter,  c'est  leur  dame  qui  lexige,  ou  c'est 
I'amour  qui  I'ordonne,  et  ils  doivent  dire  prolixement  et  eh  canzoni  bien 
longues  et  bien  trainantes,  ou  en  sonnets  rafin^s  et  souvent  obscurs, 
les  incomparables  beautes  de  la  dame  et  leur  intolerable  martyre.  De 
temps  en  temps,  ils  laissent  6chapper  quelques  expressions  naives,  qui 
'portent  avec  elles  un  certain  charme;  mais  le  plus  souvent,  ce  sont  des 
ravissemens  ou  des  plaintes  h,  ue  point  finir,  et  des  recherches  amou- 
leuses  et  platoniques  k  dego(iter  de  Platon  et  de  I'amour.  Ils  ont  sous 
les  yeux  les  mers  et  les  volcans,  une  vegetation  abondante  et  varice,  let 
majestueux  et  m^lancoliques  debris  de  I'antiquite,  I'^clat  d'un  jour 

*  Giflguea6,  torn.  L  p.  433. 

bri^lant, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10    Gingnen^andSismou&^sLifemryHi^oryiff Italy fi^c.  Art. 

briilant,  des^  nuits  fraicbes  et  magnifiques:  leur  si^de  est^f^dnd  en 
guerres,  en  revolutions,  en  faits  d'armes;  les  RMeurs  de  leux  temps  pro- 
Yoquent  les  traits  de  la  satire ;  et  lis  chantent  comme  au  milieu  d'un 
desert,  ne  peignent  rien  dece  qui  les  entoure;  ne  paraissent^rien  sentir, 
ni  i-ien  voir/  , 

If  ever  a  poet,  in  any  age  or  country,  has  elevated  himself  by 
his  natural  genius  to  a  height  which  disdains  the  application  of  all 
the  ordinary  rules  of  measurement,  it  is  assuredly  Dante.  His 
poem,  that  amazing  monupient  of  unrivalled  powers,  can  be  judged 
by  itself  alone ;  and  while  the  critic  laboriously  traces  a  few  faint 
marks  of  imitation  in  the  spirit  of  the  age,  in  the  works  of  worthless 
and  forgotten  contemporaries,  or  lastly  in  the  more  splendid  and 
durable  models  of  antiquity,  he  must  confess  with  some  surprise, 
at  the  close  of  his  examination,  how  Uttle  he  has  been  able  to  meet 
with  that  is  not  exclusively  ascribable  to  the  creative  genius  of  the 
author. 

It  is  true  that  the  popular  superstition  of  the  age  naturally  led 
the  imagination  to  dwell  on  the  self-embodied  visions  of  an 
indistinct  futurity. — The  institutions  of  Francis  and  Dominic  had 
had  just  before  rekindled  the.  zeal  of  fanaticism  which  appeared  to 
have  slumbered  for  centuries,  and  its  tendency  in  the  people  at 
large,  was  discernible  even  in  the  taste  which  regulated  their  public 
festivals  and  pageants.  On  one  of  these  solemn  occasions,*  we  arc 
told  of  a  most  fearful  spectacle  designed  to  exhibit,  for  the  edification 
of  the  populace,  a  lively  portraiture  of  the  infernal  regions,  with 
its  rivers  of  boiling  pitch,  its  gulphs  of  fire,  and  mountains  of  ice, 
'  all  of  which  were  brought  to  act  upon  real  persons,  who  by  their 
shrieks  and  groans  rendered  the  illusion  complete  to  die  spectators.* 
Whether,  as  some  will  have  it,  the  first  notion  of  the  Inferno  was 
founded  on  this  incident,  or,  according  to  others,  it  was  in  compli- 
ment to  the  poem  that  the  spectacle  itself  was  invented,  it  afForda 
the  most  curious  and  direct  evidence  as  to  the  Spirit  of  the  times 
and  of  the  people  which  inspired  alike  the  poet  and  the  director^ 
of  the  infernal  pastime.  But  it  is  in  the  style  and  sentiments  of 
the  poet  that  his  true  originality  consists ;  and  where,  in  the  works 
of  preceding  and  contemporary  versifiers,  such  as  we  have  de- 
scribed them,  could  Dante  have  discovered  any  specimens  of  that 
severe,  yet  energetic  tone,  the  voice  of  nature  herself,  J^y  which  the 
reader  is  irresistibly  struck  even  on  approaching  the  vestibule  of  bis 
immortal  fabric?" 

It  is  in  language  like  this,  (of  which  we  should  be  happy  to  per- 
suade ourselves  that  we  have  been  able  to  retain  even  a  feeble 
impression,)  that  he  apostrophizes  his  '  mighty  master/ 

^_  "        _.        "       si 

*  At  Florence,  on  the  l«t  of  M^,  1504.   Siliuondi,  Tom.  I,  p.  259, 
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*  Or  sei  tu  quel  Virgilio,  e  quella  fonte/  &c.  (Ivr.  c.  1.) 

Art  thou  that  Virgil  then?  the  fountain  head 

Whence  roll  the  stileams  of  eloquence  along? 

—Thus,  with  a  bashful  front,  I  humbly  said— 

Oh  light  and  glory  of  the  sons  of  song! 

So  favour  me,  as  I  thy  page  have  sought 

With  unremitting  love,  and  study  long! 

Thou  art  the  guide'and  master  of  my  thought; 

Sole  author  thou,  from  whom  the  inspired  strain 

That  crowns  my  name  with  deathless  praise  I  brought. — 

The  terrible  inscriptioii  on  the  portal  of  hell, 

'  Per  me  si  va  nella  cittit  dolente^  See* 

is  Another  passage  which  arrests  the  reader  so  forcibly  by  the  austere 
sublimity  of  its  style,  that  we  believe  the  present  critic  b  the  first 
who  has  discovered  in  it  a  fault  of  conception,  which  we  aie  not 
idtogether  dis]posed  to  admit.    It  is  in  the  lines, 

*  Fece  mi  la  divina  potestate, 
La  somma  sapientia  e  il  primo  amore/ 

Divine  power  and  supreme  tmdom  may,  observes  M.  Ginguen^, 
be  allowed  to  combine  in  the  construction  of  this  terrible  fabric; 
^  but  it  is  impossible)  without  repugnance  to  allow  in  it  the  explicit 
COroperatipp  of  primal  love.'  Yet  a  severe  theology  would,  we 
conceive,  reconcile  this  seeming  repugnance;  and  the  doctrines  of 
those  modef n  divines  who  have  represented  the  eternity  of  punish- 
ment as  inconsistent  with  the  merciful  and  benevolent  attributes  of 
die  Deity,  were  most  assuredly  neither  those  of  the  poet  nor  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.  In  ftict,  the  lines  may  be  regarded 
merely  as  presenting  a  periphrasis  of  the  Deity;  and  in  this  case, 
no.  special  agency  need  be  given  to  the  Amore.  Or,  the  word 
may  be  interpreted  by  contrast.  Primal  love  constructed  the  place 
of  punishment,  as,  without  this,  there  would  have  been  no  pJace 
of  future  happiness. 

We  neict  tiirn  to  a  passage,  singularly  illustrative  of  the  stem 
spirit  of  republican  faction^  which  was  exalted  in  the  character  of 
Ijante  by  the  l^een  sense  of  wrongs  inflicted  by  a  beloved  and 

*  This  has  heen  rendered  by  M.  Sismondi  with  a  greater  d^pree  of  force  and  majesty 
fitan  the  language  of  French  poetry  b  generally  esteemed  caiMU>la  of  adndttiDg. 
Far  moi  I'on  entre  en  la  cit6  da  ctim^  .     ^  ' 

Pftr  moi  Pon  entra  en  Faffreuse  donleiAv 
Fu  moi  Ton  entre  en  Paternal  ablme. 
VoisI  la  justice  animut  mon  auteor; 
.  .  Pour  nxH  s'unit  ft  la  haute  puissance 
Le  sag^  amour  du  diviu  cr6atear. 
Bien  de  mortel  u'a  pu  voir  ma  naissance, 
Rien  n'a  sur  mm  de  pouToir  destructeur. 

VOVA  QVX  PitMBZ^  ^BftOBZ  TOQTB  asySBAlTOX. 

>  '  ungrateful 
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ungrateful  country.  The  entrance  to  hell  is  thronged  by  myriads 
of  spirits,  of  those  .who,  in  life,  performed  their  appointed  tasks 
equally  without  disgrace  and  without  glory,  and  who  .are  therefore 
classed  as  the  fit  companions  of  the  neutral  angels,  who  were 
neither  rebellious  nor  faithful  to  their  maker.  In  his  strong  and 
^Miergetic  language,  he  calls  them 

Those  miscrables,  who  never  truly  lived — 

No  record  of  their  names  is  left  on  high, 

Mercy  and  justice  spurn  them  and  refuse. 
Take  we  no  note  of  them — Look,  and  pass  by! 

The  genius  of  Dilute  is  in  no  respect  less  capable  of  being 
duly  appreciated  through  the  medium  of  translation  dian  in  the 
art  which  he  so  eminently  possessed,  *  of  jiainting  in  words ;  of 
representing  objects  which  are  the  pure  creations  of  fancy,  bebgs 
or  actions  out  of  all  nature  and  out  of  all  possibility,  with  so 
much  truth  and  force,  that  the  reader  thinks  he  sees  them  before 
him,  and,  after  having  read  the  description  once,  believes,  all 
his  life  after,  that  he  has  actually  beheld  them/  Still  less  cre- 
dit, we  fear,  is  given  to  the  poet  for  beauties  of  a  very  different 
sort,  and  generally  considered  as  the  peculiar  growth  of  an  i^e  of 
excessive  sensibility — ^the  delineation  of  the  calm  and  peaceful 
scenes  of  inanimate  nature,  of  picturesque  objects,  and  pastoral 
images.  The  very  nature  of  the  poem  seems  to  exclude  oma^ 
tnents  of  this  description,  and,  from  expecting  only  the  supematu- 
rally  terrible  and  sublime,  we  are,  perhaps,  too  hastily  led  to  con- 
clude, that  nothing  else  can,  by  any  possibility,  have  found  admis- 
sion into  such  a  composition.  The  foct  is,  however,  quite  the  con- 
trary, and  the  reader,  dius  prejudiced,  will  be  astonbhed  to  ^nd  thd 
frequent  opportunities  embraced  by  the  poet  of  introducing  into 
passages,  seemingly  the  most  inauspicious  for  hb  purpose,  such  ex- 
quisite representations  of  natural  objects,  and  of  the  feelingi 
which  they  are  calculated  to  inspire,  as  can  hardly  be  equalled  by 
those  of  any  poets  in  the  most  advanced  period  of  mental  luxury 
and  refinement. 

The  cloud  of  anger  and  indignation  that  for  a  moment  obscures 
the  philosophical  serenii^  of  his  immortal  guide,  is  thus  illustrated 
by  a  comparison  with  the  vicissitudes  incident  to  the  face  of  nature 
in  eariy  spring,  which  conveys,  in  a  few  words,  to  our  senses  sU 
the  freshness,  together  with  all  the  uncertainty  of  the  season.  The 
mis^,  who  is  tormented  with  die  thirst  of  Tantalus,  is  thus  mad« 
perpetually  to  behold,  without  tasting,  not  water  only,  but 

""^  Rivulets,  that  from  the  verdant  hilb 

Of  Casentin  into  the  Amo  flow, 
Freshening  its  current  with  their  cooler  rills. 

So 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 814.  Gu^en^mi^ismondi's  LUerary  History  ofltafy,  S^c.     13 

So  the  flames^  Mrhich  illuinmate  the  eighth  circle  of  hisinferDal  re- 
gions, are 

Lights,  numberless  as  by  some  fountain  side 

The  silly  swain,  reposing,  at  the  hour 
When  6eams  the  day-star  with  diminish'd  pride, 

When  the  sunn'd  bee  deserts  each  rified  flower 
And  leaves, to  humming  gnats  the  populous'  void. 

Beholds  in  grassy  lawn,  or  leafy  bower. 
Or  orchard-plot,  of  glow-worms  emerald  bright 

So  the  evening  hour  is  attended  with  all  the  circumstances  of  sooth- 
ing melanchofy,  with  which  it  is  wont  to  inspire  a  poetical  ^magi- 
nation,  in  a  passage  of  which  the  last  line  probably  suggested  to 
iGrray  the  opening  of  lys  el^y. 

Twas  now  the  hour  when  fond  desire  renews 

To  him  who  wanders  o'er  the  pathless  main, 
Raising  unbidden  tears,  the  last  adieus 

Of  tender  friends,  whom  fancy  shapes  again ; 
When  the  late  parted  pilgrim  thrills  with  thought 

Of  his  lov'd  home,  if  o*er  the  distant  plain 
Perchance,  his  ears  the  village  chimes  have  caught. 
Seeming  to  mourn  the  close  of  dying  day.^ 

On  the  entrance  into  Pulsatory  M.  Ginguen6  thus  eloquently 
expresses  himself: — 

*  Si  jamais  Finspi ration  se  flt  sentir  dans  les  chants  d'un  poet^,  c^est 
certainement  dans  les  premiers  vers  que  Dante  laisse  ^chapper  avec  une 
sorte  de  ravissement,  en  quittant  Tenfer  pour  des  regions  moins  affreuses, 
oii  du  moins  Tesp^rance  accompagne  et  adoucit  les  tourmens.  Son 
style  prend  tout-k-coup  un  6clat,  une  s^r6nit4  qui^annonce  son  nouveau 
tujet.  Ses  m^taphores  sont  toutes  emprunt^ee  d'objets  riants.  11  pro- 
digue  sans  effort  les  riches  images,  les  figures  hardies,  etdonne  h  la  lan- 
gue  toscane  un  vol  qu'elle  n'avait  point  eu  jusqu'alors,  et  quelle  n'a  ja- 
mais surpass^  depuis/ — *  Toute  cette  premiere  division  de  la  seconde 
partie  du  poeme  est,  comme  on  voit,  fertile  en  descriptions  et  en  sc^nef 
dramatiques.  Les  descriptions  partout  y  sont  d'une  richesse,  qu'une 
s^che  analyse  peut  k  peine  laisser  entrevoir ;  les  cieux,  les  a^tres,  les 
mers,  les  champagnes,  les  fleurs,  tout  est  peifit  des  couleurs  les  plus  ^ 
Iratches  et  les  plus  vives.  Les  objets  surnaturels  ne  content  pas  plus 
an,  poete  que  ceux  dont  il  prend  le  modMe  dans  la  nature.  Ses  anges 
OQtquelque  chose  dO' celeste;  chaque  fois  qu'il  en  introduit  de  nou- 
veaux,  il  vane  leurs  habits,  leurs  attitudes,  et  leurs  formes  Y — Tom*  ii. 
p.  127—147. 

Among  the  most  beautiful  of  the  epbodes  in  this  admirable  [Mirt 
of  the  poem  are  the  meeting  of  Dante  with.his  friend,  the  musician 
Casella,  which  Milton  has  consecrated  to  the  imagination  of  the 

*  ■  ■  ■ '  II 1 1 1         ■         111  ■  -III  ■  — 

*  QhM  pflialgionio  (auger  eke  u  miuir^ 
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^glish  reader,*  and  that  mth  die  fainter  Oderisi  da  Gubbio^  who 
is  condemned  to  purgatory  for  bavin^  indulged  flie  overweening 
pride  of  art.  It  is  into  bis  moutb  tbat  the  poet  puts  those  celebrated 
reflections  on  the  vanity  of  human  endowment^,  in  which  he  is 
suspected  of  having  intended  to  introduce  a  boast*  of  his  owb  poeti- 
cal excellence,  somewhat  at  variance  widi  the  pM>rai  <^  himaility 
which  it  is  his  object  to  impress. 

Oh  empty  pride  of  human  poVer  and  skill ! 

How  soon  the  verddre  on  thy  summit  dies, 
If  no  dark  following  years  sustain  itstill! 

Thus  Cimabue  the  painter's  honoured  prize 
T©  Giotto  yields;  a  happier  rival's  fame 

Hath  veil'd  his  glory  from  all  mortal  eyes. — 
Who  now  repeats  that  elder  Guido's  name?  ; 

Another  wears  the  poet's  envied  crown — 
,  Terhxps  this Jleetmg  present  howr  may  cknm 

One  who  shall  bear  from  both  their  'bain  renown. 
Hie  world's  applause  is  but  a  passing  wind, 

An  idle  blast,  now  this,  now  that  way  blown, 
And  changing  name  with  every  point  assigu'd,  &c« 

Our  mortal  fame  is  like  the  grass  of  hue, 
That  comes  and  goes,  by  the  same  sun  deca/d. 

From  which  it  life,  and  health,  and  freshness  drew. 
When  from  crude  earth  burst  forth  the  tender  blade.    ; 

Whatever  may  be  the  sense  of  this  allusion,  Dante  has  not  left 
ud  to  conjecture  what  was  his  own  opinion  of  his  poetical  merits  in 
comparison  with  diose  of  his  contemporaries.  *  Do  I  behold  in 
thee,'  exclaims  Bonaj^unta,  (one  of  thode  early  bards  who  sans  of 
Idve  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,f  )  '  do  I  behold  in  mee 
the  author  who  has  written  poems  of  a  new  style,  begimm^ 
*  Donne f  ch'avete  iatelletto  damarefl 

'I  am,'  replies  Dante,  '  one  who  write  when  love  inspires,  and 
give  utterance  to  the  dioughts  which  he  imprints  wttbia  me.' 
*  Alas,  my  brother !'  returns  the  elder  bard,  '  I  now  see  what  it  is 
that  has  withheld  from  myself  and  the  poets  of  my  own  time,  that 
new  style,  that  style  so  sweet  and  soothing,  to  which  I  have  listened 
this  day.  Your  pen  only  set  down  the  words  which  Love  dictates* 
It  was  far  otherwise  vnth  us ;  and  the  more  we  admitted  of'oma* 
■■ '  ■■ ■  ■■'       '  ■  ■       ''  '■  '     ■         ■  I    II 1 1  I  I     p 

,-*  '  Harry,  whose  tuneful  and  well-measured  airs,  &c 

»      "^        #  .     *  *  • 

Bante  must  give  Fame  leave  to  set  tbee  higher 
Than  his  Casella,  whom  he  wooed  to  ling. 
Met  in  the  milder  shades  of  purgatory.' — ^Miltok — 3miie<i»  v 
f  '  Qui  avait  fait,  selon  I'usage  de  ce  temps,  beaucoup  de  ponies  amottrettses  oil  'A 
B'y^avait  point  d*amour.* 
t  This  is  the  first  line  of  one  of  Daate's  .moat  admired  Cantoni, 
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ment  from  the  mere  study  to  please^  the  further  were  we  removed 
from  that  mode  of  expression  which  we  so  admire  in  you/ 

Few,  even  among  the  warmest  admirers  of  Dante,  have  had  the 
enthusiasm  to  follow  him,  step  by  step,  through  the  last  division  of 
his  stupendous  edifice.  In  the  Inferno,  the  imagination  is  con^ 
stantly  kept  on  the  stretch  by  that  terrible  machinery  which  the 
poet  sets  m  motion  and  supports  with  unequalled  powers.  In  the 
I'urgatorio,  hope  is  every  thing  and  every  where  about  us.  In  both 
alike,  the  number  of  interesting  episodes,  the  pictures  of  human 
character,  and  of  objects  both  real  and  fantastic,  ^  but  which  we 
fency  real  because  they  invest  ideal  beauties  with  the  qualities  per- 
ceptible to  sense,'  employ  by  turns  the  feeling,  the  judgment,  and 
the  fancy. 

*  Le  Paradis  n'offre  presqu'aucune  de  ces  ressources.  Tout  y  est  eclat 
et  lumi^re.  Une  contemplation  intellectuelle  y  est  la  seule  jouissarice. 
Des  solutions  de  difficult^s  et  des  explications  de  myst^res  remplissent 
presque  tous  les  d6gr6s  par  od  Ton  arrive  h  la  connaissance  intime  et  k 
rintuition  ^temelle  et  fine  du  souverain  bien.  Cela  peut  ^tre  admira- 
ble sans  doute,  mais  cela  est  trop  disproportionne  avec  la  faiblesse  de 
Tentendement,  trop  Stranger  k  ces  afifections  humaines  qui  constituent 
^minemment  la  nature  de  Thomme,  peut-&tr^  enfin  trop  purement  ce« 
leste  pour  la  po^sie,  qui  dans  les  premiers  hges  du  monde  fut,  il  est  vrai, 
presque  uniquement  consacr^e  aux  choses  du  ciel  mais  qui,  depuis  long- 
temps,  ne  peut  plus  les  traiter  avecsucces,  si  elle  ne  prend  soin  d'y  m6- 
ier  des  objets,  des  inter^ts  et  des  passions  terrestres/ — Ginguenef  torn., 
ii.  p.}  97. 

Nevertheless,  it  must  not  be  believed  that  even  the  ineffable  and 
fatiguing  splendours,  or  the  mystical  theology  of  the  Paradiso.  do 
not  occasionally  admit  the  introduction  of  such  natural  pictures 
and  such  n^oral  reflections  as  we  have  already  shewn  to  constitute 
some  of  the  highest  claims  of  the  poet.  Nor  must  we  forget  either 
the  exquisitely  graceful  and  simple  delineation  of  the  ancient  man- 
ners of  Florence,  which  is  int^ed  by  him  as  the  vehicle  of  cen- 
sure upon  those  of  the  age  dien  present,  or  the  melancholy  and  af- 
fecting colours  in  which  he  has  displayed  the  miseries  of  exile,  in  the 
poetical  prediction  of  his  own  banishment. 

Among  the  general  observations  which  conclude  M.  Ginguen6's 
critical  analysis,  we  find  a  happy  illustration  of  the  principle  with 
which  we  set  out,  that  Dante  is  to  be  judged  by  himself  alone. 

*  liC  poeme  de  Dante/  he  says, '  a  cela  de  particulier,  que,  ^1  de 
son  espSce,  n'ayant  point  eu  de  module,  et  ne  pouvant  s'en  serw,  ses 
beaut^s  sont  toutes  au  profit  de  Tart,  et  ses  d6fauts  n'y  sont  d'aucun 
danger.  Quel  poete  aujourd'hui,  ayaut  k  peindre  un  enfer,  y  mettrait 
des  objets  ou  d6go(itant»,  ou  ridicules,  ou  d'une  exag^ration  gigantes- 
que,  tels  que  ceux  que  nous  y  avons  vus,  et  surtout  tels  que  ceux  qiip 
je  n'ai  os6  y  faire  voir?  Quel  po«te,  voulant  representer  le  sejour  ce- 
leste, 
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ieste,  Hgurerait  en  croix  ou  en  aigle,  sur  toute  la  suiface  d'une  plan^te, 
d*innombrables  16gions  (l*ames  bienheureuses,  ou  les  ferait  couler  en  tor- 
rent ?  Quel  autre  pr^f^rerait  d*expliquer  sans  cesse  des  dogmes  p]Ut6t 
que  de  peindre  des  jouissances  et  d'inalterables  f<slicit6s  ?  li  en  est 
ainsi  des  autres  vices  de  composition  que  Ton  aper^oit  ais^ment  dans  la 
Divina  Commedia,  et  sur  lesquel  il  est  par  consequent  inutile  de  s'appfe- 
santir.' — ^Tom.  ii.  p.  252. 

The  want  of  a  principal  action,  of  a  leading  point  of  interest, 
the  continual  conflict  of  images,  sacred  and  profane,  ancient  and 
modern,  and  the  frequent  admission  of  such  as  are  either  low  and 
vulgar  or  even  indecent  jand  disgiisting,  are  faults  from  which  the 
warmest  admirers  among  his  own  countrymen  do  not  affect  to 
exempt  him.  The  hasty  and  illiberal  judgments  of  Voltaire  on  all 
subjects  of  foreign  literature  are  now  too  thoroughly  appreciated 
to  excite  even  indignation.  It  is  seldom,  however,  that,  a  French 
critic  can  be  found  so  superior  to  the  influence  of  his  name  and 
authority  as  to  feel,  like  M.  6inguen6,  the  real  character  of  a  poet 
whom  he  has  affected  to  consign  to  the  perpetual  contempt  of  an 
enlightened  age  and  nation. 

^  II  ne  faut  oublier  que  Dante  4;riait  sa  langue ;  il  choisissait  entre  les 
difCerents  dialectes  n^s  k  la  fois  en  Italic,  et  dont  aucun  n'^tait  encore 
decid^mment  la  langue  italienne;  il  tiiuitdu  latin,  du  grec,  du  franpais, 
du  proven9al,  des  mots  nouveaux ;  il  empruntait  surtout  de  la  langue 
de  Virgile  ces  tours  nobles,  serr6s  et  po^tiques  qui  manquaient  endure- 
ment  h  un  idiome  borne  jusqu'alofs  k  rend  re  les  choses  vulgaires  de  la 
vie,  ou  tout  au  plus,  des  pens^es  et  des  sentiments  de  galanterie  et 
d'amour.  II  faut  se  rappeler  encore  qu*en  donnant  h  son  poeme  le  nom 
de  Commedia,  par  des  motifs  que  /ai  precedemment  expliques,  il  se  r6- 
serva  le  privilege  d'^crire  dans  ce  style  moyen  et  m^me  souvent  familier 
qui  est  en  effet  celui  de  la  com6die,  et  que  ce  fut  pour  ainsi  dir^  k  son 
insu,  ou  du  moins  sans.projet  comme  sans  effort,  qu'il  s'61eva  si  souvent 
jusqu'au  sublime.* 

It  is  a  just  remark  that  the  age  of  Dante  was,  by  an  extraordi- 
nary coincidence  of  circumstances  as  well  as  talent,  the  period  at 
which  almost  all  the  liberal  arts  burst  into  life  at  once  in  the  free 
country  of  Tuscany.  Yet  the  fame  of  the  first  revivers  of  painting, 
sculpture,  architecture,  was  surpassed  by  that  of  their  immediate 
successors,  and  has  been  totally  eclipsed  by  the  greater  glories  of 
the  following  age,  while  the  poetical  art  alone  soared  at  once  to  a 
height  which  the  Tuscan  language  can  never  hope  a^in  to  attain. 
*  Dante  starts  up  a  giant  amoi^  the  pygmies ;  not  omy  effacing  all 
that  had  preceded  him,  but  filling  alone  a  rant:  of  which  none  that 
follow  can  hope  to  dispossess  him.  Even  Petrarch,  the  tender,  the 
elegant,  the  divine,  does  not  surpass  him  in  the  graceful,  and  hat 
noting  that  approaches  him  in  th^  sublime  and  terrible.'    Mv 
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Gingucnfi  ha^  ptirsued  the  parallel  further ;  but  we  must  confine 
ourselves  td  the  concluding  dbserVation. 

*  Ce  qui  lui  donne  un  grand  et  pr^cieUx  avantage,  c'est  qu'il  est  tou- 
jours. simple  et  vrai ;  jamais  un  trait  d'esprit  rie  vient  refroidir  une  ex- 
pression de  sentiment  ou  un  tableau  de  nature.  II  est  naif  conime  IsL 
nature  elle-mfime,  et  comtne  les  anciens,  ses  fideles  imitateurs.' 

We  now  arrive  at  Petrarch ;  for  in  the  Vai^t  field  before  us,  we 
must  be  contented  to  select  our  objects,  and  it  may  be  as  well  to 
confine  ourselves,  at  least  for  the  present,  to  poetry.  We  may 
hereafter  find  an  opportunity  of  taking  up  our  unfinished  sketch  of 
the  historians  of  Italy.   • 

The  whole  literdry  history  of  the  l4th  century ^  indeed,  mSiy  ill 
some  sort  be  considered  as  included  in  that  of  Petrarch.  His 
literary  life  occupies  more  than  half  of  it;  and,  although  his  fame 
lii^ith  posterity  rests  almost  exclusively  oh  his  compositions  in  the 
newly  created  language  of  his  countiy,  in  his  own  life  he  was  at 
least  equally  celebrated  for  his  ardour  in  the  cultivation  and  revival 
of  ancient  learning,  for  liis  works  on  philosophy  and  morals,  his 
oratorical  eminence,  and  his  skill  in  the  political  transactions  of  th^ 
day.  , 

Of  his  numerous  works  in  the  Latin  language,  all  of  which 
evince  more  or  less  the  extraordinary  powers  of  his  mind,  there  urt 
none  that  can  awaken  an  interest  in  any  class  of  modem  readers, 
with  thii  exception  of  his  correspondence  and  his  curious  dialogues 
De  Contemptu  Mundii  which  will  ever  be  valuable  for  the  strong 
light  they  cast  on  his  personal  character  and  the  incidents  of  his 
^trange  and  diversified  life.  The  confessions  of  St*  Augustin  fur- 
nished him  with  the  idea  of  the  last  mentioned  work,  but,  observes 
M.  Ginguen^,  '  ni  Augustin,  ni  Montaigne,  ni  m^me  J.  J»  Rous- 
seau, n'ont  d^couvert  plus  naivement  leur  int^rieur,  ni  fait  avec  plus 
de  franchise  Taveu  de  leurs  faiblesses.'  His  epistolary  corre-^ 
spondence  is  evidently  founded  on  the  model  of  that  of  Cicero^ 
whom  he  affected  to  imitate  in  all  things.  But  no  principle  of 
tti^re  imitation  could  sufficiently  account  for  its  wonderful  multi^ 
plicity  and  extensiveness,  the  causes  of  which  are  to  be  sought  in' 
the  character  of  the  individual.  *  II  avait,'  Says  the  Abb6  de  Sade, 
*  une  amiti6  babillai-de,  et  un  coeur  qui  aimait  i  S'epancher.'  The 
poem  of  '  Africa*  was  that,  of  all  his  works,  on  which  he  had.  pro* 
posed  to  build  hid  most  exalted  and  durable  reputation ;  but  long 
before  his  death  he  had  the  good  sense  to  see  and  acknowledge  ita 
incurable  defects :  *  I  would,'  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters,  *  if  it 
were  permitted  me,  efface  even  the  recollection  of  this  work,  and 
nothing  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to  burn  it  with  my 
own  hands.' — <  In  spite  of  the  faults  which  prevail  in  it^  and  greatly 
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exceed  its  beauties/  adds  M.  Ginguen^^  '  it  is  fortunate  tbat  it  haf 
been  preserved,  not  for  the  reputation  of  the  poet,  but  for  the  hisr 
tory  of  poetry.* 

In  comparing  Petrarch  with  Dante,  no  doubt  every  reader  of 
pure  and  uncontaminated  taste  must  recognize  the  wonderful,  we 
may  almost  say  the  immeasurable,  superiority  of  the  latter  in  all 
the  higher  qualities  of  the  art,  and  especially  in  those  respects  ia 
which  the  vices  of  Petrarch  are  most  conspicuous.  But  enough 
is  left  to  justify  the  applause  of  mankind,  and  to  support  him  in 
the  rank  which  the  consentnig  voice  of  ages  has  assigned  him. 

We  must  not  forget,  in  appreciating  his  Italian  poems,  the  opi^ 
nion  which  the  author  himself  has  repeatedly  expre3sed  concerning 
them,  and  the  views  in  which  he  composed  and  transmitted  them  to 
posterity.  This,  he  assures  us,  was  but  to  gratify  himself  by  the 
unpremeditated  effusions  of  his  momentary  feelings,  and  t6  amuse 
that  description  of  readers  which  was  incapable  of  understanding 
the  more  exalted  efforts  of  his  genius,  conveyed  in  a  nobler  and 
more  durable  language.  The  fame  which  they  obtained  even  in 
his  life-time  was  equally  unsought  and  unexpected:  nevertheless 
that  fame  which  has  been  so  amply  confirmed  by  posterity,  could 
not  have  been  raised  except  upon  sufficiently  solid  foundations. 

The  platonic  refinement  which  has  been  imputed  to  him  as  the 
fundamental  error  of  his  poetical  doctrines  is  thus  converted  by  his 
admirers  to  a  source  of  peculiar  excellence;  and,  indeed,  we  think 
it  is  hardly  within  the  province  of  criticism  to  maintain  that  the 
poetry  so  constituted  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  the 
getiuine  language  of  the  heart. 

*  On  voit  qu'il  ne  voulut  point,  comme  les  poetes  anciens,  peindre 
les  efFets  exterieurs  de  la  passion  et  les  piaisirs  sensibles  qu'ils  out  sa 
rendre  avec  tant  de  fidelit6  et  que  Ton  go{ite  d'autant  plus  dans  leurs 
vers,  que  Ton  y  reconnait  davantage  ses  propres  affections  et  ses  fai- 
blesses;  roais  qu'  ayant  6lev6  son  ame  par  )a  contemplation  du  beau 
moral,  et  par  Tesp^ce  de  culte  que  Laure  obttnt  de  lui,  jusqu'k  un 
alinour  d^gag6  de  ses  sens,  il  sue  donner  ^  cette  passion  !e  langage  1e 
plus  naturel,  puisqu'il  est  le  plus  convenable  k  sa  nature  presque  celeste. 
Le  cours  des  opinions  et  des  moeurs  a  emporte  loin  de  nous  les  passions 
de  cette  esp^e;  niais  elles  n'^taient  pas  sans  exeinple  de  son  temps; 
et  certain  une  fois,  comme  on  doit  T^tre,  que  ce  qu'il  exprima  d'une 
mani^e  si  ingenieuse  et,  si  Ton  veut,  si  extraordinaire,  il  le  sentait 
reeltement,  on  doit  trouver  un  plaisir  secret  ^  reconnaitre  dans  ses 
poesies,  au  moins  comme  un  objet  de  curiosite,  les  traces  de  cet  amour 
presqu'  enti^rement  disparu  de  la  terre.  Elles  peuvent  m^me  servir 
comme  de  pierre  de  touche  pour  juger  et  les  autres  et  soi-m^me.  Sans 
aspirer  k  la  sublimit^  de  ces  sentimens,  trop  sup^rieurs  k  I'imperfection 
humaine,  il  est  s&r  que  plus  on  aimera  les  ponies  de  Petrarqu^,  plu^ 
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^  aura,  en  soi»  si  jamais  ces  passions  pures  revenaient  k  la  mode,  ce 
^ut  rendrait  capable  de  les  sentii*/— ^Ging.  torn.  ii.  p.  562. 

•We  must  be  equally  insensible/  M.  Ginguene  proceeds  to  assure 
us,  *  to  poetical  and  moral  beauty  not  to  perceive,  in  the  poetry  of 
Petrarch,  an  original  and,  if  we  may  so  say,  primitive  character,  a  pathoa 
of  a  peculiar  sort,  but  still  real,  and  springing  out  of  the  intimate  per- 
suasion W)d  deep  affections  of  the  poet;  a  richness  of  images  whicb 
sometimes  amounts  to  profusion,  but  which,  even  in  its  excess,  is  always 
superipr  to  poverty;  a  great  dignity  of  philosophical  and  moral  senti-^ 
ments,  an  erudition  select  in  itself  and  always  employed  with  advantage^ 
and  above  all  a  style  so  pure,  so  harmonious,  and  so  sweet,  that,  among: 
a  multitude  of  pieces  which  may  be  easily  chosen  for  their  superior 
beauty,  there  ar*  scarcely  any  which  do  not,  like  th6  verses  of  Horace 
and  Vifgil,  of  Racine  and  La  Fontaine,  impress  themselves  without  ef^^ 
fort  and  as  it  were  spontaneously  on  the  memory/ 

With  regard  to  the  points  in  which  the  Italian  language  may  be 
considered  as  peculiarly  indebted  to  Petrarch,  it  is  observed  that^ 
^  even  after  Dante,  somethii^  yet  remained  to  be  done  ip  the  choice 
of  expressions  and  the  fixation  of  the  idiom,  but  by  Petrarch  no- 
tiling  was  left  unfinished.'  Denina  assures  us -that,  throughout  the 
Canzouiere^  there  are  hardly  two  expressions,  even  of  those  which 
the  difficulties  of  rhyme  forced  upon  the  poet,  that  have  grown  old 
or  are  iu  any  degree  out  of  use.  And  this  within  a  hundred  years  ^ 
from  the  very  infmacy  of  the  language. 

The  tasle  for  fake  p»i6t  and  antithesis,  in  which  he  unhappily 
indulged  so  freely,  was  that  of  the  age  in  which  be  lived .^ — ^  CfW 
encore  son  siicle  qu'il  faut  accuser  de  ces  iikesfroidement  alembi* 
quiesy  n^es  de  Tesp^ce  de  fureur  {datonique  qui  r6gnait  alors,  et  dont 
nous  avons  vu  de  malheureux  exemplesr  d^s  les  premiers  pas  de  la 
langue  et  de  la  po6sie  Italiennes.'  Yet  more  to  extenuate  hii 
faults  and  exalt  our  sen^  of  his  beauties,  it  is  right  to  remember 
that  Petrarch's  genius  was  as  strictly  original  as  that  of  Dante.  In 
that  early  age  of  literature  the  multiplication  of  copies  was  slow 
and  uncertain,  and  we  have  the  authority  of  Petrarch  himself  that 
the  great  work  of  bis  immortal  predecessor  *  was,  to  a  considerable 
degree  at  least,  unknown  to  him  until  a  late  period  of  his  poetical 
career;  so  that,  according  to  the  ingenious  expression  of  M.  Gin- 
guen6,  he  may  be  called  *  the  second  who  had  none  before  him.' 

A  few  of  Petrarch's  best  sonnets  have  been  repeatedly  imitated 
in  every  language  of  Europe,  and  in  England  they  have,  sometimes 
at  least,  met  with  translators  who  have  done  them  as  much  justice 
as  it  is,  perhaps,  possible  for  one  language  to  render  to  another. 
His  ^  Canzoni  are  less  familiar  to  the  English  reader,  and  yet, 
iu  the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  they  tend  to  raise  the  cba* 
racter  of  the  poet  much  higher  than  those  smaller  €omjpositioD$ 
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of  which  the  conAned  and  embarrassing  structure  has  not  unaptly 
been  compared  to  the  bed  of  Procrustes.  Of  the  Canzoni,  that 
M'hich  begins  *  Chiare,  fresche  e  dolci  acque'  has  been  beautifully^ 
though  somewhat  freely  rendered  by  Voltaire.*  Of  another^  <  Di 
pensier  in  pensier,  -di  monte  in  monte/  M.  Ginguen6  himself  had 
offered  us  a  poetical  version^  which  appears!  to  be  possessed  of  con-^ 
siderable  merit*  There  are  three  to  which  the  Italians  have  uni* 
formly^given  the  preference  ;f  bUt^  in  the  opinion  of  our  intelligent 
critic,  '  the  superiority  of  these  over  the  rest,  can  only  be  under- 
stood relatively  to  the  stj^le,  the  delicacy  of  the  expressions,  and 
the  harmony,  the  mdodioiis  enchainment  of  the  words,  the  rhymes^ 
and  the  measures/ 

*  t  should  not  think,^  he  continues^  *  any  more  than  Muratori  has 
thought,  that  I  was  committing  a  sacrilege  in  preferring  to  all  three,  for 
the  truth  of  the  sentiments,  the  richness  and  variety  of  the  images,  and 
fot  that  soft  melancholy  which  Constitutes  the  priticipal  attraction  of 
amatory  compositions,  the  Di  pensier  in  pen&er^  the  ChiarCffresckee  dolci 
acqiKy  the  Seilpejisier  eke  mi  strugge^  the  In  quella  parte  dove  amor  nd 
spronCf  and  the  Netla  stagion  che  *lciet  rapido  inchinaf  so  rich  in  com* 
parisoDs  drawn  from  ^  touutfy  life^  and  so  poetically  expressed.' 

It  is  the  last  of  these  that  we  have  selected  in  the  hopes  of  giving 
some  faint  impression  of  its  beauties. 

^      In  that  still  season,  when  the  rapid  sun 

Drives  down  the  west,  and  day-light  flies  to  greet 
l<?ations,  who  wait,  periiaps,  the  kindling  flame; 
In  some  strange  land^  alone^  her  weary  feet 
.    The  time-worn  pilgrim  finds,  with  toil  fordone, 
Yet  mofe  and  more  speeds  on  her  languid  frame: 

Her  soiittide  the  same, 

Ai  I  -  I    ■ i —     ■    .  i<  ■■  1 1 , 1 1 hi         III' 

*  We  make  no  apology  fOr  subjoining  tt. 

Claire  fbntaine;  onde  aimable,  onde  pare^ 
Ou  la  beaot^  qui  consume  mon  coeuri 
Senle  beaut^  qui  soit  dans  la  nature, 
Des  feo'x  du  jour  6vitait  la  chaleur ; 

Arbre  heureux/  dont  le  feuillage^ 

Agit6  par  les  zephjrs, 

La  couvrit  de  sou  ombrage^ 

Qui  rappelle  mes  souplr^ 

£n  rappellant  son  image ; 
Oniemens  de  ces  bords,  et  lilies  du  matin, 
Vous  dont  je  suis  jaloux,  vous,  moius  brillantes  qu'elle^ 
^leurs  qu'elle  embelUssait  quand  vous  touchiez  son  sein* 
.  Rossignol  dont  la  voix  est  moins  douce  etmoinsbeHe, 
Air  devenu  plus  pur,  adorable  s^jour 

Iminortalis^  par  ses  cbarmes, 
Lieux  dangereux  et  chers  oii  de  ses  tendres  armes 

I/amonr  a  bless^  tous  mes  sens, 

Econtez  mes  demiers  accens^  t 

Aeceves  mes  demieres  larmes^ 
f  The  latb,  I9tb,  and  20th  of  the  Cau£onii  ^j. 
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When  night  has  closed  around, 

Yet  has  the  wanderer  found 
A  short,  but  deep  forgetfqlness  at  last 
Of  every  woe  and  every  labour's  past. 
But  ah !  my  grief  that  with  each  moment  grows, 

As  fast  and  yet  more  fast 
Day  urges  on,  is  heaviest  at  its  close. 

When  Phoebus  rolls  his  everlasting  wheels 

To  give  night  room,  when  from  high  hill  and  wood 

Broader  and  broader  yet  descends  the  shade, 

The  labourer  arms  him  for  his  evening  trade, 

And  all  the  weight  his  burdened  heart  conceals  ' 

lightens  with  \yild  discourse  or  descant  rude; 

Then  spreads  his  board  with  food,  ^ 

Such  as  the  woods  of  yore  ;     ^    ' 

To  our  first  fathers  bore, 
By  us  discfain'd,  yet  praised  in  hall  and  bower;  i 

But,  let  who  will  the  cup  of  gladn^  pour, 
I  never  know,  I  will  not  say  of  mirth 

But  of  repose,  an  hour^ 
When  Phoebus  leaves,  and  sfars  saluje  the  earth. 

Yon  sheph^d,  whcjn  the  rpigl^ty  ftar  of  day 
He  sees  descending  to  his  western  bed. 
And  the  wide  orient  all  with  shade  em brown'd, 
T^akes  his  old  crook,  and  from  the  fountain  head. 
Green  mead,  and  beechen  bo^yer,  pursues  his  way^ 
Ciallirig,  with  gentle  voice,  his  flocks  around. 
'Then,  far  from  human  sound, 

Some  desert  cave  he  strows 

With  leaves  and  verdant  boughs^  • 

And  lays  him  down,  without  a  thought,  to  sleep: 
Ah  cruel  love!  then  dost  thou  bid  me  keep  > 

My  idle  chase,  the  voice,  the  steps  pursuing  > 

Of  her  1  ever  weep. 
Who  flies  me  still,  my  endless  toil  repew;tig. 

Even  the  rude  seaman,  in  some  cove  confin'd,    ^ 
Lays  down  his  liipbs,  when  day-light  quits  the  scene, 
On  the  hard  deck,  with  coarsest  m^t  o'erspread  *. 
Af^d  when  the  sun  in  ocean  wave  serene 
Bathes  his  resplendent  front,  and  leiives  behind 
Those  antique  pillars  of  his  boundless  bed, 

Forgetfulness  has  shed 

O'er  men,  and  beasts,  and  flowers  ;  * 

Her  mild  restoring  powers;  .      «  < 

But  my  deterroin'd  grief  finds  no  repoie, 
#  And  every  day  but  aggravates  the  woes 

Of  that  remorseless  flood,  that,  ten  long  years^  t 

Flowing,  yet  ever  flows,         .  .     i 

^or  know  I  what  can  check  its  ceaseless  t^s^rsu 

B^  "  Some 
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Some  trifling  liberties  bave  been  ttken  with  the  last  stanza:  but 
v*e  have  throughout  faithfully  preserved  the  artificial  interlacement 
of  the  rhymes,  and  it  has  been  our  object  (in  which  we  hope  we 
have  not  altogether  failed)  to  retam  some  trace  of  the  peculiar  har« 
mony  which  results  from  it. 

A  very  different  passion^  from  that  of  Dante  for  Beatrice,  or  of 
Petrarch  for  Laura,  inspired  the  works  which  Bocaccio  composed 
in  honour  of  the  Princess  Mary  of  Naples,  whom  he  has  celebrated 
under  the  name  of  Fiammetta,  in  the  romance  which  bears  that 
title,  and  for  whom  he  also  composed  a  second  romance,  in  prose, 
entitled  Filocopo,  and  two  heroic  poems,  the  Theseide  and  Filos* 
trato,  besides  other  pieces  of  minor  importance.  It  was  a  con- 
nexion of  vanity  on  the  one  side  and  of  voluptuousness  on  the 
other ;  and  the  want  of  interest  which  pervades  all  these  work* 
appears  the  natural  consequence  of  the  want  of  reality  in  the  passion 
that  is  pretended  to  have  inspired  them.  But,  whatever  may  be 
their  other  merits,  it  is  no  small  glory  (if  M.  Ginguen6  is  correct 
in  so  positive  a  statement)  that,  in  the  two  latter  compositions,  the 
poet  stands  forward  as  die  acknowledged  inventor  of  the  ottava 
rima,  that  majestic  and  harmonious  stanza  which  has  been  adopted 
by  almost  all  subsequent  writers,  as  the  only  legitimate  vehicle  of 
heroic  poetry,  in  preference  to  that  unbroken  interlacement  of 
rhymes  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  too  apt  to  fatigtfe  the  ear  in 
the  Divina  Commedia,  The  Theseide  possesses  a  yet  higher 
claim  to  distinction,  as  the  first  modern  poem  in  which  the  author, 
abandoning  the  dull  repetition  of  dreams  and  visions,  imagined  a 
T^ular  action  or  fable,  and  conducted  it^  through  different  stages  of 
adventure,  to  its  close.  To  the  English  reader  it  presents  the 
additional  interest,  of  being  the  model  of  the  '  Knighte*s  Tale'  of 
Chaucer,  and  the  origin  therefore  of  one  of  the  noblest  poems  in 
our  language,  the  *  Palamon  and  Arcite'  of  Dryden. 

The  Latin  works  of  Bocaccio  are  estimable  on  many  accounts; 
and  his  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  posterity,  as  a  reviver  of  ancient 
learning,  are  by  no  means  inferior  to  those  of  his  intitnate  friend, 
and  fellt»w-labourer,  Petrarch.  Btit  the  source  of  his  highest  repu- 
tation, that  which  places  him  at  once  on  a  level  with  the  former 
two,  and  ranks  him  with  them  as  the  third  founder  of  his  national 
literature,  i$  his  ^  Decameron.' 

*  The  effort  made  by  nature  ih  fkvour  of  Italy/  observes  M.  Giu- 
guetie,  *  in  producing,  almost  at  the  same  moment,  these  three  great 
men  among  her  children^  was  so  much  the  more  happy  as  they  each 
received  from  her  a  diflbrent  direction  of  genius.  To  ascend  Parnassus, 
they  took  three  roads  so  distinct  from  each  other  that  they  reached  the 
aummit  without  ever  meeting;  and  we  enjoy  their  (H'odux^ions  at  this 
day,  without  those  of  the  on^  bei0g  capabte  of  giving  an  idea  of,  or  of 
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being  preferred,  or  even  compared  to,  the  rest.  He  who  entered  on  the 
journey  last  of  the  three  seemed  to  rise  to  a  less  point  of  elevation  than 
his  predecessors;  but  it  is  the  style  in  nhich  he  excelled  that  is  less 
elevated.* — Ging,  torn.  iii.  p.  1. 

*  Whence  has  his  renown  proceeded  ?  From  a  collection  of  talet 
which  he  held  in  no  esteem,  and  which  he  composed,  as  he  says  him* 
9elf,  only  for  the  solace  of  the  ladies  who,  in  those  days,  led  a  very  dis- 
mal life;  to  which,  in  short,  in  his  declining  days,  he  attached  no  other 
importance  than  the  regret  vvith  which  religious  scruples  inspired  him. 
Like  Petrarch,  he  looked  for  his  immortality  from  learned  works,  com* 
posed  in  a  language  which  had  ceased  to  be  understood  by  the  world  at 
large;  like  him,  he  received  it  from  the  mere  sports  of  imagination,  the 
diversions  of  genius,  in  whfch  he  brought  to  purity  and  perfection  a 
language  yet  in  its  infancy  and  till  then  abandoned  to  the  people  for 
the  common  concerns  of  life ;  to  which  he  was  thus  the  first  to  give  in 
prose,  as  Dante  and  Petrarch  had  done  in  verse,  the  elegance,  the  bar*- 
mony,  the  measured  form,  and  h^ppy  choice  of  words,  which  make  a 
literary  and  polished  language/ — lb.  p.  70» 

The  jealous  exactness  of  antiquarian  research  will  seldom  leave 
iany  author  in  peaceable  possession  of  the  honours  of  original  in- 
vention, and  the  groundwork  of  the  Decameron  nlust,  we  fear,  be 
admitted  to  be  discoverable  in  the  old  Indian  romance  of  Dolos- 
pathos,  which  early  found  its  way  into  the  national  literature  of 
almost  every  country  ip  Europe,  and  is  cherished  by  the  Mack  let- 
ter lovers  of  our  own  under  the  title  of  *  The  Seven  Wise  Mas* 
ters.'  With  regard  to  the  origin  of  several  of  his  tales  which  has 
been  assigned  to  the  fabliers  and  trouv^res  of  the  Roman  Wallon, 
M.  6inguen6,  though  a  Frenchman,  has  ranged  hihiseif  with  the 
Italian  avengers  of  their  national  literature,  and  establislied,  in  con* 
formity  with  them,  the  probability,  at  least,  that  both  Bocaccio  and 
his  supposed  instructors  drew,  without  reference  to  each  othcr> 
from  the  same  common  sources,  and  those  of  oriental  derivation. 

From  this  unprofitable  Subject  of  inquiry  we  turn  wi^h  plea^ 
sure  to  the  just  and  sensible  criticisms  of  M.  Ginguen6  on  the 
work  itself.  Afterdwelling  with  all  the  attention  which  it  demands 
on  its  noble  introduction,  he  characterizes  the  motley  nature  of  its 
contents,  and  apologizes  (so  far  as  it  is  becoming  to  apologize)  for 
its  real  and  imputed  faults.  Still,  speaking  of  his  eloquent  descrip* 
tion  /)f  the  plague  of  Florence,  he  thus  continues : 

•  Nous  ne  pouvons  apprecier  aujourd'hui  que  le  talent  du  pcintre ; 
inais,.ce  qui  frappa  le  plus  alors,  fut  la  ressemblance  et  la  fid6lite  du 
tableau.  Les  couleurs  en  ^taient  bien  sombres,  et  paraitraient  au 
premier  coup-d'oeil  assez  mal  assorties  avec  les  peintures  gaies  dont  oh 
croit  communement  que  la  collection  enti^re  es(  remplie;  mats  en 
passant  condemnation  sur  la  gaite  trop  libre  d'un  grand  nombre  de  ces 
peintures,  on  ne  doit  pas  oublier  qvTelles  ne  sont  pas,  k  beaucoup  pr^s, 
toutes  de  ce  genre,  et  qu'il  y  en  a  d'interessantes,  de  tristes,  de  tragiaues 
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mime  et  de  purement  comiques,  encore  plus  que  de  Ikentieuses* 
Boccace  r^pandit  cette  variete  dans  son  ouvrage,  corome  le  plus  s4f 
jnC>yen  d'interesser  et  de  plaire ;  et  ce  qui*  esi  admirable,  c'est  que, 
dans  tous  ces  genres  si  divers,  il  raconte  toujours  avec  la  m^me  facilit6| 
Ja  m^me  veritfe,  la  m^me  el^ance,  la  m^me  fidelity  k  prater  aux  per- 
sonnages  les  discours  qui  leur  conviennent,  k  repr^sqnter  au  naturel 
leurs  actions,  leurs  gestes,  k  faire  de  chaque  nouvelle  un  petit  d^ame  qui 
a  son  exposition,  son  noeud,  son  denouement,  dont  le  dialogue  est  aussi 
parfait  que  la  conduite,  et  dans  lequel  chacun  des  acteurs  garde  jusqu'li 
la  fin  sa  physionomie  et  son  caract^re. 

'  Les  pr^tres  fourbes  et  liberfins,  comme  ils  Tetaient  alors;  les  moinef 
livres  au  luxe,  k  la  gourmandise  et  k  la  debauche;  les  maris  dupes  et 
credules,  les  femmes  coquettes  et  rusces,  les  jeqnes  gens  ne  songeant 
i|u'au  plaisir,  les  vieillards  et  les  vieilles  q\i*k  Targent ;  des  seignedrs 
oppresseurs  et  cruels,  des  chevaliers  franco  et  courtois,  des  dames,  les 
«nes  galantes  etTaibles,  les  autres  nobles  et  fibres,  ^souvent  yictimes  dO 
leur  faiblesse,  et  tyrannisees  par  des  maris  jaloux ;  des  corsaires,  des 
malandrins,  des  ermites,  des  faiseurs  de  faux  miracles  et  de  tours  de 
gibeciere,des  gens  enfin  de  toute  condition,  de  tout  pays,  de  toutdge,  tous 
avec  leurs  passions,  leurs  habitudes,  leur  langage;  voilkce  qui  remplit 
ce  cadre  in^mense,  et  ce  que  les  hpmmes  du  goixt  le  plus  severe  ne  se 
lassent  ppint  d  admirer/ — ^Tom.  iii.  p,  97,  &c. 

We  reluctantly  pass  over  the  numerous  other  points  of  this  abl^ 
criticism ;  but  we  canuot  omit  one  observation  which  redoundi^ 
to  the  credit  of  our  own  country*  Of  the  many  writers  who  have 
undertaken  to  relate  Bocaccio's  stories  there  are  scarcely  any  who 
have  not  disgraced  themselves  by  selecting  from  the  Decameron 
the  most  reprehensible  of  all  its  various  subjects  for  their  pur- 
pose. Dryden  alon^,  the  greatest  of  all  his  imitators^  possessed  a 
taste  too  m^ly  for  so  unworthy  a  task;  and  his  selection  accord-* 
ingly  does  equal  honour  to  himself  and  to  his  original  author* 

Among  the  followers  of  Bocaccio  in  the  art  of  story-telling. 
Franco  &icchetti*  and  Ser  Giovanni j\  a  Florentine  whose  family 
name  is  now  unknown,  but  who  distinguished  himself  by  the  whim-!> 
sical  appellation  of '  II  Pecorone/  belong  to  the  latter  half  of  the 
same  century,  both,  no  doubt,  greatly  inferior  to  their  master,  bxit 
nevertheless  deserving  of  the  attention  bestowed  upon  them  hy  all 
lovers  of  early  Italian  litpr^ture  for  the  services  which  they  rendered 
to  their  native  language,  and  for  the  lights  which  they  contribute  to 
throw  on  the  spirit  and  character  of  the  age.  Zanobi  da  Strada, 
the  rival  of  Petrarch  in  th^  honours  of  the  laurel,. and  Coluccio 
Salutati,  another  of  his  most  eminent  contemporaries,  did  not 
deign  to  employ  the  vulgar  dialect  as  the  vehicle  of  their  poetical 
compositions;  and  th6  consequence  is^  that,  however  they  might 

♦1335  to  about  1400.  t  About  1378. 

have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1&14*  Giuguen^  and  Sismondi'^  Literary  History  of  Italy,  S^c.   $i 

have  been  extolled  in  their  generation,  they  are  almost  unknown  to 
posterity. 

'  The  Dettamondo  of  Fazio  degl'  Uberti^  and  the  Quadriregio 
of  Federigo  Frezzi,  are  poems  which  evidently  owe  their  birth 
to  the  Divina  Commediaf  and  are  in  many  respects  servile  imi* 
tations  of  tlieir  illustrious  model.  The  hackneyed  vehicle  of  a 
vision,  an  expedient  of  which  the  original  insipidity  cam  only  be 
surmounted  by  the  extraordinary^  and  creative  energies  of  the 
poet  who  adopts  it,  is  probably  the  circumstance  which  more  than 
any  other  has  condemned  these  imitative  efforts  to  an  oblivion  in 
many  other  respects  highly  unmerited.  The  Dettamondo  possesses; 
a  force  of  style  and  expression,  often  not  unworthy  of  Dante  himself, 
and  some  passages  (for  example^  the  personification  of  the  city  of 
Jlome)  not  only  spirited,  but  even  sublime.  Nevertheless,  it  has 
enjoyed  the  honours  of  only  two  editions,  both  scarce,  and  thQ 
last,  which  is  the  least  difficult  to  be  met  with,  so  faulty  as  to  be 
almost  illegible.  In  this  latter  respect,  the  Quadriregio  has  met 
with  better  fortune,  and  has  coasequently  been  more  read.  But, 
notwithstanding  it  also  possesses  a  tolerable  share  of  poetical  merits 
its  mystical  subject,  encumbered  with  all  the  heavy  dulness  of  the 
fashionable  theology,  appears  to  render  it  less  worthy  of  preserva^ 
>ion. 

The  list  of  poets  of  the  fourteenth  century  is  closed  with  tliQ 
name  of  Antonio  Pucci,  to  whom  it  seems  we  may  ascribe  the 
high  honour  of  giving  birth  to  that  peculiar  species  of  national 
pleasantry  which,  in  a  latef*  age,  Bemi  brought  to  perfection. 

*  The  century  which,  after  the  death  of  Petrarch,  was  consecrated 
by  the  Italians  to  the  sturly  of  antiquity,  that  century  during  which 
their  national  literature  was  stationary,  and  their  language  even  retro- 
grade, was  not  however  lost  to  the  arts  of  imagination.  Poetry,  at  its 
^rst  flight,  had  not  received  a  sufHciently  abundant  nourishment;  the 
three  great  men  of  t;he  14th  century,  whom  we  have  first  presented  to 
the  reader's  observation,  had,  by  the  single  force  of  their  genius,  at- 
tained an  erudition  and  ejevation  of  thought  which  was  far  above  the 
level  of  the  age  they  lived  in ;  but  these  riches  were  their  own  personal 
possessions,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Italian  poets,  like  the  Proven9aux,  had 
been  reduced  by  their  very  poverty  to  those  continual  sports  of  wit,  to 
those  trifling  puerilities  of  unintelligible  ideas  and  incoherent  images, 
which  render  them  so  tedious  to  the  reader.  The  fifteenth  century  was 
entirely  devoted  to  the  extension,  in  every  sense,  of  the  dtquirements  and 
resources  of  all  the  friends  of  the  muses;  antiquity  was  unveiled  before 
.them,  with  her  elevated  characters,  her  austere  laws,  her  energc^tic 
.virtues,  her  graceful  and  amusing  mythology,  her  subtle  and  profound 
philosophy,  ner  attractive  eloquence,  and  her  ravishing  poetry.  A 
hundred  years  were  assigned  to  the  modelling  anew  the  clay  destined 
for  the  formation  of  great  men.    Towards  the  close  of  the  century,  a 
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divine  Ray  penetrated  the  inanimate  statue,  tbe  soul  was  kindled  again 
and  life  re^commenced  its  career.'— ^wm.  torn,  ii,  p.  41. 
'  This  seems  to  be  the  true  account  of  the  state  of  letters  in  Italy 
during  the  fifteenth  century,  and  it  affords  the  most  satisfactory  so- 
lution of  the  doubts  which,  in  a  former  work  of  M.  Sismondi,*  arc 
insisted  upon  with  niore  eloquence  and  feeling,  perhaps,  than  so- 
lidity of  judgment>  as  to  the  real  advantages  derived  to  Italian  lite- 
rature from  the  cultivation  of  the  learned  languages.  How  highly^ 
at  the  same  time,  must  our  estimate  of  the  three  great  founders  of 
the  national  school  be  exalted  by  the  reflection  that  they  at  once 
ioared  to  a  height  which  could  derive  no  support  either  from  the 
age  in  which  they  lived,  or  from  that  which  succeeded,  from  which 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  descend  in  order  to  enable  their 
successors,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  a  hundred  years,  even  to 
endeavour  again  to  attain  it ! 

The  society  of  Lorenzo  de'  Medici  was  that  in  which  a  new  ca- 
reer was  first  opened  to  Italian  poetry,  and  the  names  of  Lorenzo 
.and  his  friend  Politian  are  the  most  illustrious  in  the  list  of  it^ 
revivers.  To  the  same  period,  and  to  the  influence  of  the  same 
protecting  genius,  belongs  the  creation  of  a  higher  class  of  poetry 
than  any  yet  ventured  on  in  the  Italian  language,  the  heroic  ro- 
mance, which  constitutes  its  national  epic.  The  subject  demands 
the  greater  part  of  the  small  space  that  remains  to  us. 

For  the  origin  of  this  species  of  composition  we  are  led  back 
to  the  grand  division  of  the  Langue  Romane,  already  noticed, 
apd  presented  with  a  review  of  the  different  theories  relative  to  the 
introduction  of  chivalrous  fiction,  and  its  adoption^  by  the  writers  in 
the  Langue  d*Oily  the  second  branch  of  t!he  parent  dialect,  and 
the  progenitor  of  the  modern  language  of  France.  This  is  not  the 
place  to  enter  on  the  learned  and  ingenious  disquisition  in  which 
our  countryman  Warton  has  followed  up  these  several  theories, 
and  cec(niciled  the  teiost  apparently  contradictory  in  a  manner 
equally  pleasing  and  conclusive.  Whatever  objections  may  occur 
to  9ome  of  the  details,  or  whatever  room  there  may  even  now  exist  for 
the  formation  of  n6w  hypotheses  concerning  them,  the  groundwork 
of  his  system  seems  to  remain  unquestioned ;  that  system  which, 
making  Persia  the  common  and  primitive  source  of  romantic  fable^ 
deduces  its  progress  through  two  distinct  and  widely  distant  chan- 
nels to  the  same  ultimate  end,  receiving,  in  its  double  course,  the 
various  impressions,  on  the  one  hand,  of  all  the  gloom  of  northern 
superstition  and  the  enthusiasm  of  northern  courage ;  on  the  other, 
of  ail  the  brilliancy  and  voluptuousness,  the  extravagance  and  ca^ 
price,  and  the  occasional  sublimity,  also,  of  southern  genius.     It 

*  Rep.  Ital.  see  our  Review  of  that  work. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1614*  Gii%Uen£iEfu2Sitm6q^'«LtVer^tryHi$^aryo/Ifa/y,4rc>   €7 

k  impossible  not  to  be  delighted  with  this  mode  of  eodii^  the  faoff* 
Ulity  of  two  contending  parties,  whose  difference  of  opinion  must 
appear  to  everyone,  at  first  sight,  as  hopelessly  irreconcileable; 
by  assuring  the  respective  advocates  of  the  Scandinavian  scalds  and 
the  Moorish  minstrels  that  both  are  in  the  right  as  far  as  they  go> 
and  that  the  cause  of  their  difference  is  merely  this,  that  neither  his 
ascended  so  high  as  to  find  the  common  principle  fn>m  which  both 
proceed*  It  is  further  to  be  observed  (and  this  too  is  very  import 
tvnt)  that  in  this  reunion  of  the  two  derivative  streams  of  Romance^, 
dieir  several  ingredients  were  mixed  in  Very  different  proportions! 
according  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  the  different  nations  of  the 
west  that  received  them,  or  of  the  times  and  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  received.  This  diversity  has  given  rise  to  an  in^ 
fitaite  variety  of  conjectures ;  but,  (he  great  point  once  settled,  these 
are  comparatively  trivial,  if  not  of  easy  solution.''^ 

Of  this  latter  description  are  the  doubts  respecting  the  imme- 
diate origin  of  those  venerable  fictions  (Magnanime  Mensogne) 
which  are  considered  by  later  writers  as  the  parents  of  two  distinct 
families  of  romance — the  chronicle  of  Geoffry  of  Monmouth,  and 
that  of  Archbishop  Turpin.  Our  present  concern  is  with  the  latter 
of  these,  as  it  was  the  first,  and  for  a  long  while  continued  to  be  the 
only,  source  of  Italian  fable.  With  the  Race  of  King  Arthur  it  never 
Seems  to  have  meddled,  and  the  third  romantic  family,  that  of  Ama? 
dis,  which  had  the  honour  of  contributing  to  it  some  of  its  later  or- 
naments, would,  if  we  had  time  for  it,  require  distinct  consideration. 

The  \  Magnanimous  Lie,'  which  bears  with  the  name  of  Turpiq 
the  apparent  impress  of  ecclesiastical  authority,  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  been  really  the  invention  of  a  monk  of  the  eleventh 
century.  Whether  he  had  himself  any  foundation  in  yet  more 
ancient  legends  for  the  fables  wl  ich  he  has  detailed  it  is  useless  to 
inquire.  The  earliest  Italian  romance  on  the  subject  of  Charle- 
magne and  his  peers,  must  have  been  full  two  centuries  later.  It 
is  not  founded  upon  Turpin,  but  is  supposed  to  be  a  translation 
from  some  Latin  original  now  lost.  The  old  romance  of  Les 
Quatre  Fils  AymoUy  and  a  few  others  connected  with  it,  are  pointed 
out  as  the  concurrent  sources  of  the  Italian  Epopee. 

The  earliestj>oem  in  the  Italian  language  formed  on  this  model, 
(the  Reali  di  Fraticia  is  in  prose)  is  entitled  Buovo  (TJntona — it 
is  written  in  the  ottava  rimuy  and,  though  the  author  is  unknown, 

*  We  tre  hvra^e  that  we  tread  on  tender  groond,  and  that  the  names  of  Percy,  Bit- 
son,  Leaden,  and,  above  all,  that  of  ENu,  among  oar  own  antiquaries,  as  well  at  of  se- 
veral ingenious  French  critics,  may  by  some  be  opposed  to  an  hypothesis  \^  hich  our 
author  (M.  GinguenI)  adopts  without  appearing  to  Icnow  that  it  was  ever  call^  in 
4|iie8don.  But  we  are  inclined  to  suspect  that  a  certain  confusion  In  the  use  of  getienil 
terms  irthe  principat,  if  not  the  only  source,  of  the  apparent  diversity  of  iheorie8»  And 
^o  believe  tliat  Wartou's,  in  the  maiA»  hm  never  yet  been  uivalidated. 
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it  contains  internal  evidence  which  is  thought  sufficient  to  fix  it  at 
some  period  between  the  death  of  Dante  and  that  of  the  historian 
Giovanni  Villani.*  Do  Ve  not  here,  then,  detect  M.  GinguenS 
at  least  in  a  probaUe  error,  which  it  is  singular  enough  that  he* 
repeats  almost  in  the  very  passage  that  exposes  it,  in  stating  BoC'* 
i^accio  absolutely  as  the  inventor  of  the  ottava  rima  ? 

Later  than  the  Buovo  cPAntona^  but  still  of  an  uncertain  date, 
and  by  an  unknown  author,  is  the  poem  of  La  Spagna,  which  i^ 
framed  upon  the  model  of  Turpin.  Poor  and  meagre  as  it  is,  it  yet 
presents  certain  points  of  ititerest  which  it  almost  necessarily  derives 
from  its  original. 

*  Even  in  the  coarse  narrative  of  Turpin/  says  M.  Ginguen4,  and  he 
says  truly,  *  there  exists  a  fund  of  interest  which  nothing  can  destroy. 
The  j)rodigious  efforts  of  Roland,  Oliver,  and  the  other  Paladins  sur- 
prised in  the  defiles  of  lloncevaux  to  repulse,  at  the  head  of  only  20,000 
men,  the  successive  assaults  of  three  corps  d*armie  of  100,000  each ;  the 
calm  and  impertuj*|}able  courage  of  these  intrepid  warriors;  their  glorious 
deaths ;  that  in  particular  of  Roland,  who  consents  not,  until  the  last  ex- 
tremity, to  blow  his  terrible  horn  in  sign  of  distress;  who  expires  sui^ 
rounded  with  a  heap  of  enemies  slain  by  his  hand,  and  after  having 
broken  on  a  rock  his  sacred  Durandal  that  it  might  not  fall  into  the 
power  of  the  infidels;  even  his  farewell  to  that  formidable  weapon,  the 
companion  and  instrument  of  so  many  exploits^ — all  these  circumstances, 
and  many  others  of  this  great  and  celebrated  scene,  iii  whatever  manner 
related,  are  always  secure  of  their  effect/ — ^Tom.  iv.  p.  192. 

The  Mor^arUe  Maggiore  of  Pulci,  which  is  chiefly  valued  by  its 
national  critics  on  account  of  the  purity  of  its  Tuscah  dialect,  an^ 
which  almost  all  foreigners  (M.  Sismondi  among  the  rest)  havq 
agreed  in  abandoning  to  unqualified  condemnation  on  account  of  its 
tiresome  and  unmanageable  prolixity,  its  grotesque  mixture  of  iest 
and  earnest,  of  superstitious  reverence  and  shocking  impiety,  its  flat- 
ness in  the  serious  and  vulgarity  in  the  jocular,  even  this  strange  com- 
position is  occasionally  impressed  with  the  undeniable  marks  of  higH 
poetical  genius ;  and,  if  in  the  general  progress  of  the  poem  these 
are  of  too  rare  occurrence  to  rescue  it  from  the  anathema  to  which 
it  is  exposed,  yet  they  abound  in  such  profusion  towards  its  close  as 
to  deserve  a  far  different  judgment.     M.  Sismondi  must  therefore 

Eardon  us  if  we  ipiagine  that  the  fastidiousness  of  a  classical  taste 
as,  in  this  instance,  frightened  him  from  the  discharge  of  his  critica} 
duty,  and  that  he  is  in  fact  ignorant  of  the  work  which  he  passes 
over  with  so  slight  and  contemptuous  a  notice.  M.  Ginguen6,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  has  not  shrunk  from  the  task  of  examining  and 
minutely  analyzing  a  considerable  part  of  the  poem,  confesses  th^ 
pathos  and  even  sublimity  of  the  concluding  scene,  though  he  also, 

""         ■  '     ■     ■     I '•  '      '■■        ■  '(. 
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we  think,  is  rather  too  cautious  in  admitting  all  the  beauties  of  its 
introduction  and  accompaniments.  The  fault  of  Puici,  even  in  tl^e 
midst  of  these  beauties,  is  that  which  Ls  co*mnion  to  him  with  almost 
all  the  writers  of  a  half-polished  age — ^the  not  knowing  where  to 
atop :  but  by  pruning  the  excrescences  and  abridging  the  details. 
We  may  often  arrive  at  a  foundation  of  something  well  worth 
the  trouble  taken  in  getting  at  it«  It  is  thus  with  the  oration 
which  Orlando  delivers  to  his  little  band  of  followers  on  the  eve 
of  the  battle,  the  remorse  of  Charlemagne  on  witnessing  the  fatal 
effects  of  his  blind  confidence  in  Ganellon,  and  the  solemn  mi- 
racle which  follows  it ;  but  we  have  already  devoted  more  space  to 
this  poem  than  would  be  justified  upoifi  any  other  principle  than 
a  conviction  that  its  merits  have  hitherto  been  undervalued,  even 
by  indulgent  critics.  Our  own  impression  is,  that  the  poet  did  not 
sit  down  with  the  intention  of  mere  buffoonery,  but  that  buffoonery 
*  lay  in  his  >Vay  ^nd  he  found  it.'  His  design  may  be  collected 
from  the  circunistances  under  which  his  heterogeneous  fable  was 
composed.  He  was  gay  or  grave  according  to  the  temporary  bent 
of  his  temper,  or  according  to  that  in  which  he  expected  to  find 
the  company  before  whom  he  recited  his  occasional  cantos.  That 
he  is  more  childish  and  more  frequent  in  his  burlesque  humours 
than  his  great  follower  Arioato,  is  to  be  ascribed  perhaps  to  the 
coarser  genius  of  the  age,  perhaps  to  the  disposition  of  the  writer, 
probably  to  both ;  but  nobody  ever  called  Ariosto  a  mere  buffoon,  of 
suspected  that  it  was  his  design  to  laugh  at  all  romantic  inventions. 

Shortly  after  Pulci  had  amused  the  guests  of  Lorenzo  de'Medici 
by  this  half -comic  and  half-serious  melodrame,  another  poet,  whose 
true  appellation,  Francesco  Bello,  has  been  lost  in  the  nick-name 
of  *  the  blind  man  of  Ferrara,'  (II  Cieco  di  Ferrara)  undertook  to 
entertain  his  patrons,  the  Gonzagas  of  Mantua,  in  a  similar  manner. 
His  poem  of  Mambriano  is  not  so  well  known  as  the  Morgante, 
but,  says  M.  Ginguen6, '  m6rite  cependant  de  Tetre.'  We  cannot 
call  this  judgment  in  question,  having  never  met  with  the  work  ;^ 
but  we  refer  our  readers  to  M.  Ginguen^'s  analysis  which  is  not 
destitute  oCentertainment. 

Both  the  poems  last  noticed  owe,  nevertheless,  their  greatest 
celebrity  to  the  circumstance  of  being  the  precursors  of  the  *  Or- 
lando Innamorato*  of  Bojardo,  and  its  exalted  offspring  the  *  Furi- 
080*  of  Ariosto.  It  is  hardly  possible,  by  any  critical  observations, 
to  bring  the  English  reader  better  acquainted  with  these  produc- 
tions of  the  romantic  epopee  than  he  is  already  tlirough  Mr.  Hople's 
Version  of  the  latter,  or  bis  prefatory  remarks  and  frequent  illustra- 
tions of  the  former,  poem.  We  are,  at  the  same  time,  sensible  of 
the  general  languor  which  pervades  that  version, — so  different  from 
the  spirit  which  animates  the  priginal ;  aiid  w^  consider  the  Orlando 
*  Furioso 
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Furioso  Ii9  one  of  those  few  poems  esteemed  imiversdklly  tbs^b* 
x:al,  of  which  we  still  want  an  adequate  impression  ia  the  Eogli)^ 
kngiiage.  All  the  romantic  pOems  which  preceded  Arioslo  were 
inanifestly  uninfluenced  by  any  of  the  known  and  established  laws  q( 
poetry.  The  art  by^which  tliey  were  managed  was  little  better  than 
that  of  story-telling  in  verse;  and  even  the  *  Divine  Orlando'  it 
perhaps  too  genei*ally  considered  in  the  same  lights  notwithstanding 
the  assertions  and  arguments  of  his  Italian  critics. 

*  The  poem  of  Ariosto,'  observes  M.  Sismondi,.'  is  but  a  fragment  of 
the  chivalrous  and  amorous  history  of  Charlemagne;  it  has  no  more 
either  of  beginning  or  end  than  any  other  period  detached  from  tbo 
general  course  of  time.  This  want  of  unity  is  essentially  injurious  tft; 
its  interest  and  impression  as  a  whole;  but  the  avidity  with  which  all 
nations  and  all  ages  read  Ariosto,  even  when  his  fables  are  robbed,  by 
translation,  of  the  charm  of  poetry,  sufficiently  proves  that  he  has  been, 
able  to  bestow  on  them,  in  detail,  the  interest  which  be  has  failed  of 
communicating  to  the  entire  assemblage.  Above  all  others,  he  has  in-, 
spired  that  intefest  which  is  engendered  by  valour.  In  spite  of  the  > 
habitual  absurdity  of  chivalrous  combats,  of  the  constant  disproportion 
between  cause  and  effect,  and  of  the  air  of  raillery  which  seems  to  ac- 
company all  his  descriptions  of  battles,  Ariosto  always  knows  how  to 
excite  a  sort  of  indescribable  enthusiasm  of  bravery,  of  intoxication- 
ofheroism,  which  makes  every  reader  burn  to  arm  himself  a  knight. 
One  of  man  s  greatest  enjoyments  consists  in  the  development  of  all 
his  powers,  of  all  his  resources  ;  the  great  art  of  the  romance  writer  it 
that  of  awakening  confidence  in  ourselves,  of  accumulating  all  the  force 
of  nature  and  even  of  magic  in  opposition  to  his  hero,  and  displaying 
the  superiority  of  individual  will  and  courage  over  all  the  powers  tha( 
are  combined  for  his  destruction.' 

*  The  world  into  which  Ariosto  transports  us  is  also  one  of  our  enjoy- 
ments. This  world,  essentially  poetical,  in  which  all  the  vulgar  inte- 
rests of  life  are  suspended,  in  which  the  only  laws  are  those  which  love 
and  honour  enjoin,  the  only  actions  those  which  they  prompt  and  sti- 
mulate in  which  no  factitious  want,  no  cold  calculation,  benumbs  the 
soul ;  in  which  all  the  pains  and  uneasinesses  produced  by  variety,  by 
the  distinctions  of  rank  or  of  riches,  are  foigotten ;  this  world  oi*  our 
own  creation  forms  an  agreeable  relief  from  the  world  of  reality :  we 
}ovc  to  traverse  it  for  the  sake  of  withdrawing  ourselves  completely 
from  the  solicitudes  which  are  everywhere  else  our  portion.  True,  it 
teaches  us  nothing,  for  the  <!ifference  between  chivalrous  and  real  ex-^ 
istence  is  so  great  that  the  smallest  application  can  never  be  made  from 
the  one  to  the  other :  it  even  constitutes  a  remarkable  characteristic  of 
this  description  of  poetry  that  it  is  impossible  to  derive  from  it  any  sort 
of  instruction.  Yet  we  may  find  a  peculiar  species  of  enjoyment,  even 
In  an  occupation  of  the  mind  which  does  not  pretend  to  the  dignity  of 
a  lesson,  anda  ''  baseless  vision'^  is  most  conformable  to  the  very  essence 
of  poetry,  which  ought  never  to  be  the  means,  but  is  in  itself  alone  its 
9\\n  proper  end  and  object.' — ^T^.  ii»  p.  6?^ 

^  ^  Not. 
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Notwithstanding,  howevef >  this  general  accusation  of  want  of 
method,  M*  Ginguen6  has  pointed  out  a  real  unity  of'  actiony  at 
least,  in  the  Orlando  Furioso.  Its  triie  jkero  is  Ruggiero,  and  th^ 
poem  therefore  ends,  in  strict  conformity  with  all  the  acknowledged 
raws  of  the  epic,  in  the  marriage  of  that  ^  fabled  ancestor  of  the 
House  of  Este.' 

*  The  secret  end  of  the  poet,' says  M.  Sismondi,  (who  agrees  with  M. 
Ginguen^,)  *  is  thus  explained,  and  brought  before  the  eyes  of  th« 
reader.  Nevertheless,  I  regret  the  conviction  which  this  explanation 
brings  with  it,  these  noble  monuments  of  human  genius  shrink  in  the 
imagination  when  they  convey  to  it  only  the  idea  of  an  ingenious  flat- 
tery. It  is  enough  for  poets  to  consecrate  a  few  verses,  in  the  way  of 
episode,  to  the  celebrationof  their  benefactors,  without  constituting  the 
entire  plan  of  their  noblest  works,  a  mere  scaffolding  to  display  the 
praises  of  those  who  are  undeserving  of  glory.' 

Whether  this  remark  does  not  savour  rather  of  unnecessary  aus-^ 
terity  than  of  the  spirit  of  indulgent  criticism,  we  omst  leave  to  our 
readers;  for  ourselves,  we  shall  only  say  that  it  would  be  undoubt* 
cdly  just  if  the  end  of  such  a  poem  as  the  Orlando  were  ever  in 
view  of  the  readers.  But  since  it  has  cost  a  great  deal  of  critical 
labour  to  discover  that  it  has  any  end  at  all,  it  seems  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  comparative  indifference  what  that  end,  in  reality,  is ;  and 
no  reader,  we  apprehend, -need  be  seriously  disturbed  in  his  enjoy- 
ment either  of  die  gay  or  of  the  pathetic  passages  of  his  author  by 
reflecting  diat  the  union  of  Ruggiero  and  Bradamante  is  the  end  of 
&e  poem,  and  that  its  object  is  a  compliment  to  the  Duke  Alfonso 
Or  the  Cardinal  Hippolyto. 

The  other  poetical  qualities  of  this  great  artist  are  appreciated 
as  they  deserve,  particularly  his  versification. 

*  That  versification  is  much  more  remarkable  for  grace,  sweetness^ 
and  elegance,  than  for  majesty — its  beauties  are  particularly  eminent 
in  the  introductory  stanzas  of  every  canto,  which  are  always  orna- 
mented by  the  richest  poetry.  For  perfect  harmony  of  language,  no 
poet  before  or  since  can  be  compared  to  him.  He  paints  whatever 
be  treats  of,  and  the  eyes  of  the  reader  follow  the  poet  in  all  his  reci« 
tals.  Since  he  is  constantly  sporting  with  his  subject,  with  his  readers, 
even  with  his  style  itself,  he  seldom  attains,  and  never  supports  himself 
at  the  elevation  of  epic  poetry.  He  even  seeks  the  grace  of  facility  in 
negligence.  Often  he  begins  a  new  stanza  by  repeating  some  of  the 
phrases  with  which  he  finished  the  preceding,  as  in  story-telling  we  go 
back  upon  our  words  to  give  ourselves  time  for  recollection.*  Often 
he  throws  about  his  expressions  without  caution,  and  as  if  by  mere 
chance.     We  even  feel  that  he  has  not  chosen  that  which  is  most  fit  for 


*  Ma  qi|ivi  giunse 

In  fretta  un  messagier  che  gli  disgiunse. 
Vi  giunse  un  messagier/  5cc.  , 
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the  CN:casion,  that  half  verses  are  forced  iir  merely  for  the  sake  of  the 
rhyme,  that  the  poet  has  made  it  his  business  to  write  as  an  iraprovistf^ 
tore  sings,  who,  possessed  by  his  subject,  thinks  it  enough  to  fill  up  the 
measure  that  he  may  arrive  the  sooner  at  the  event  or  image  that  oc- 
cupies his  mind.  These  negligences  would  anywhere  else  be  fauhs; 
but  Ariosto,  who  laboured  all  his  verses  and  left  these  irregularities  in 
them  by  design,  has,  in  his  language,  in  his  very  abandonment,  so  in- 
imitable a  grace,  that  his  nmckalance  pleases  us  like  real  simplicity,  and 
furnishes  us,  as  it  were,  with  a  proof  of  the  reality  of  his  narrative/ 

We  cannot  find  space  even  for  the  titles  of  the  numerous  poems 
in  imitation  of  Boyardo  dnd  Ariosto^  which  issued  from  the  Italian 
press  during  the  sixteenth  century.  A  general  catalogue,  together 
with  some  account  of  a  few  of  them,  which,  though  brief,  appears 
to  be  fuller  than  they  deserve,  may  he  found  in  M.  Ginguen6's  fifth 
volume.  But  we  ought  not  to  conclude  the  subject  without  be^ 
stowing  some  notice  on  the  Rifaccimento  of  the  Orlando  Innamo- 
rato  by  Francesco  Bertjfi,  which  has  so  entirely  superseded  th^ 
original  that  nobody  now  reads  or  thinks  of  the  genuine  Boyardo • 
With  reference,  however,  to  the  space  we  have  already  oc^upied^ 
we  mus*^  content  ourselves  with  the  following  slight  but  just  obser- 
vations of  M.  Sismondi  on  that  peculiar  style  of  humour  which 
takes  its  name,  though,  as  we  have  already  seen^  not  absolutely  its 
origift,  from  the  writer  now  mentioned. 

*  Berni  had  made  the  ancients  his  study,  and  he  composed  Latinr 
verses,  himself^  with  some  elegance ;  he  had  thus  purified  his  taste,  andr 
accustomed  hfmself  to  th6  labour  of  correction.  His  pleasantries  have 
so  much  nature  and  comic  truth  that  they  allow  us  to  conceive  the  en- 
thusiasm with  which  he  is  still  held  up  as  a  model  by  a  powerful  party 
of  admirers;  but  under  his  management  every  thing  was  converted  to 
folly;  his  satire  was  almost  always  personal;  and,  when  he  chose  to 
excite  a  laugh,  no  respect  for  morals  or  decency  restrained  him.  His 
Orlando  Innamorato  is  reckoned  among  their  classical  pdems  by  the  Ita-* 
lians.  Berni,  even  to  a  greater  degree  than  Ariosto,  thought  it  rmpos- 
sible  to  view  chivalry  under  any  other  light  than  that  of  ridicule:  he 
has  not  burlesqued  the  work  of  Boyardo ;  it  is  still  the  same  romlaiice ; 
told  in  good  earnest,  but  told  by  a  man  who  cannot  refrain  from  laugh- 
ing all  the  while  at  the^ahsurdities  he  is  telling  us.  The  versification  is 
laboured  ;  the  wit  is  scattered  profusely ;  the  gaiety  is  more  sportive  than 
that  of  Ariosto;  but  for  imagination,  colouring,  richness,  all  that  consti- 
tutes true  poetry,  the  two  books  never  can  be  compared  with  eaehoiher.' 

The  heroic  poem  of  Tasso  is  founded  on  models  very  difTerent 
from  those  which  produced  the  tragi-comic  romance  of  Ariosto  and 
Berni ;  or  rather  the  serious  of  thos^  kst  <pompositions  mingled 
with  other  sources  in  the  composition  of  that  which  alone  deserves 
the  name  of  epic  in  Italian  poetry.  We  shall  probably  revert  to 
this  subject 
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Art.  II.  The  Tragedies  of  Maddelen,  'Agamemnon,  Lady  Macr 
bethy  Antoniay  and  Clytemnestra,  By  John  Gait.  Londoa; 
Cadell  and  Daviesj  1812.  Royal  8vo.  pp.  262. 

Tyl/'E  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  observations  which  in  a 
^  ^  former  number  we  found  ourselves  obliged  to  make  upon 
Mr.  Galty  have  not  been  taken  in  such  good  part  by  this  ingenious 
writer  as  our  wishes  had  led  us  to  anticipate.  Warned  by  this 
failure,  we  should  perhaps  have  declined  recurring  to  this  new  work 
if  we  foresaw  in  it  any  seeds  of  a  difference  of  opinion ;  but  as  we 
think  these  tragedies  are  nearly  perfect  in  their  kind,  and  as  our  ol>- 
seryations  can  be  little  else  than  a  stream  of  panegyric,  we  hasten 
to  repew  our  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Gait,  and  we  trust  with  fairer 
prospects  of  mutual  satisfaction. 

Trie  most  distinguishing  quality  of  Mr.  Gait  which  strikes  every 
reader  on  opening  his  book,  and  which  has  even  so  forced  itself  on 
liis  own  modesty,  that  he  notices  it  in  his  preface,  is  boldness;  in 
one  not  so  highly  gifted,  it  would  deserve  another  name  \  but  in 
Mr.  Gait  we  admit  it  to  be  the  legitimate  flight  of  genius,  and 
we  admire  the  happy  audacity  with  which  he  challenges  com- 
parison with  Sophocles,  Euripides,  Shakspeare,  Racine,  and 
Otway.  These  are  undoubtedly  the  great  masters  of  the  tragic  art, 
and  every  writer  who  aims  at  any  degree  of  excellence  in  it,  must 
have  them  before  him  as  models  for  imitation;  but  it  is  not  to 
this  common  praise  that  Mr.  Gait  aspires;  he  approaches  them  less 
as  a  scholar  than  as  a  rival, — ^he  encounters  rather  than  imitates 
them ; — with  a  nobleness  of  soul  above  all  praise,  he  dares  them 
in  *  their  most  trophied  fields,'  and  the  names  of  *  Lady  Macbeth/ 
•  Clytemnestra,'  and  *  Agamemnon,'  attest  at  once  the  rivalry  and 
the  confidence  of  Mr.  Gait. 

Mr.  Gait  is  too  acute  an  observer  not  to  perceive,  that,  in  a 
struggle  with  such  champions,  the  spectators,  from  prejudices  of 
education  and  habit,,  would  be  somewhat  partial  to  them ;  but  he 
was  conscious,  and  indeed  admits,  that  his  manner  of  treating  the 
subjects  would  be  altogether  different  from  Euripides  Or  Shak- 
speare's, — that  it  would  be  soon  seen  that  he  was  no  servile  imitator 
—and  that  his  style  was  one  which  could  not  be  mistaken  for  that 
of  any  other  author  living  or  dead. 

The  plot  of  Maddelen  is  familiar  to  the  stage, — the  love  of  the 
son  of  an  old  husband  for  a  young  and  blooming  step-rtiother :  this 
will  remind  our  readers  of  Ot way's  Don  Carlos ;  but  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  Mr.  Gait  to  say,  that  except  a  line  or  two  which  he  here  and 
there  condescends  to  transplant,  there  is  nothing  in  Maddelen  that 
will  bring  Otway  to  their  recollection. 
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Indeed  the  fatal  love, — the  terrible  trial  of  the  strongest  and 
tenderest  of  human  feelings-^was  not,  as  Mr.  Gait  informs  us,  bis 
impulse  to  write  this  tragedy ;  that  would  have  been  too  common 
and  vulgar  an  object. 

*  The  piece/  he  says,  *  was  undertaken  to  try  whither  (meaning, 
perhaps,  whether)  such  a  person  as  the  Dutchess,  a  character  oimearier 
energies  than  the  generality  of  those  on  whom  the  interest  of  the  solemn 
drama  is  supposed  essentially  to  depend,  might  be  rendered  capable  ef 
exciting  a  tragical  degree  of  poetical  sympathy/ — (Pref.  p.  vi.) 

In  other  words,  whether  the  meanest  and  least  important  character 
in  a  play,  might  not  be  made  the  most  prominent  and  interesting* 
This,  it  will  be  admitted,  is  a  novel  attempt;  but  it  has  completely 
succeeded : — we  think,  (and  our  readers  will  presently  be  of  the  sanie 
ophiion,)  that  whenever  this  play  shall  be  acted,  the  good  old 
Dutchess  will  be  far  the  most  entertaining  person  of  the  whole  dfa- 
itia.  Her  Grace  is,  \^e  know  not  how,  the  aunt  of  the  son  and  of 
the  bride,  and  a  kind  of  confidant  of  their  mutual  love;  about 
ivhich,  with  great  prudence,  she  never  says  a  word  till  the  ill-starred 
nuptials  have  taken  place,  when  she  suddenly  becomes  so  '  giddy  and  , 
gafrulous^  that  she  can  talk  of  nothing  else:  and  (what  exceedingly 
mcreases  the  interest)  meaning,  and  indeed  suspecting  no  kind  of 
mischief,  she  is  particularly  jocose  on  the  subject  with  the  poor  fa* 
ther-husband,  a  worthy  old  gentleman,  who,  tf  the  Dutchess's  fit  of 
talking  had  come  on  at  about  nine  in  the  morning  instead  of  noon^ 
would  have  been  but  too  happy  to  hand  over  his  bride  to  his  son. 
This  consistency  in  loquacity  however,  (though,  according  to  Shat- 
speare  and  other*  tame  copyers  of  the  human  character,  it  would 
have  been  more  natural,)  Mr.XSalt  has  tery  properly  neglected;  we 
say  very  properly,  because  if  the  Dutchess  had  laugh^,  winked, 
or  muttered,  one  minute  too  soon,  there  could  have  been  no  tfa- 
gedy  at  all ;  the  young  couple  would  have  been  married,  and  the 
old  folks  would  have  retired  quietly  to  their  respective  beds. 

Her  grace  the  Dutchess  meets  Count  Yaldini,  the  old  bride* 
groom,  and  thus  addresses  him. 

*  Joy  1  joy,  my  Lord !  how  does  my  Lady  niece  ? 
But  why  alone  ?    TrUe  lovers,  fresh  like  you, 
Should  be  at  other  sport.    Tut,  musty  parchments? 
Go;  go  and  rustle  silks.     Where's  my  sweetheart? 

Valdini. 
Whom? 

DuTCilESS- 

Don  Lorenzo,  my  dear  ne^^ew  now. 
O !  how  I  long  to  tease  the  snappish  dog. 
He  used  to  turn  on  me  so  snarling. 

Valdinx. 
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ValdIni. 

Whyf      • 

Dutchess* 
I  took  sucli  pleasure  to  disturb  his  wooing. 

Valdini. 
Wooing! 

Dutchess^ 
Desperate  wooing.    O  be  was  modi 
Mad  as  Leander,  who  across  the  sea 
Swam  every  night,  while  Ero,  cunning  toady 
Stood  at  th'  uncurtained  winddw  With  a  light* 
But  love,  sweet  love,  makes  conjurors  of  alL  ^ 

Valdini. 
1  never  heard  of  Don  Lorenzo's  passion  V — pp.  7,  S. 

There — that  is  the  whole  plot — ^the  secret's  out;  the  snappish 
dog  is  in  love  with  the  cunning  toad :  and  you  shall  hear  how  she 
and  the  Duke  discourse  in  the  next  scene  upon  this  tardy  indis'* 
cretion. 

Dutchess. 
*  Fine  work!  fine  work!  a  merry  wedding-day! 
The  bridegroom  here,  with  parchments  in  hb  hand! 
Majestically  grave :  the  bride,  forlorn, 
There,  with  a  handkerchief  dejected  sits/ 
Wiping  away  her  final  virgin  tears. 
Were  she  in  process  of  a  tewd  divorce^ 
Caught  in.  the  fact  ^  she  could  not  sob  it  more. 

Duke. 

Your  silly  meddling  and  unruly  tongue. 
Is  ever  breeding  trouble.  What  is  this. 
That  you  have  loosely  chattered  to  the  Count  t 

Dutchess. 
O !  to  be  sure,  all  that  mishslps  is  mine ! 
I  put  the  odious  parchments  in  his  hand, 
I  put  the  dismal  handkerchief  in  her's. 

Duke. 
Woman !  no  mote  of  this !    Hear  tny  firiii  wilL 
Never  again  speak  you  that  e'er  between 
<      The  Countess  and  her  son,  Lorenzo.     INIark  I 

Dutchess. 
'^        O  heart  of  me !  I  always  thought  no  good 
Could  come  of  their  nocturnal  whisperings. 
But  lovers  will  be  lovers^  certain  sure. 

\  Duke. 

There  is  more  hazard  in  your  giddy  head, 
^       Than  in  your  foolish  tongue.' — pp.  13,  14* 

G  2  When 
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When' the  Dutchess  complains  of  the  altered  temper  of  the 
Duke^  she  does  it  in  the  accents  of  high-bom  indignation. 

*  Between  ourselves,  the  Duke's  a — I  know  what. 
He  is  so  gruff'  and  tnrkish  in  his  wat/, 
By  Mary  Virgin^  I  am  more  his  slave 
Than  his  true  Dutches^,  wedded  by  the  hand/ 

At  other  times,  when  put  somewhat  out  of  humour,  she  declares 
that  she  may  as  well  turn  devout,  which  she  very  correctly  seems  to 
consider  as  the  lowest  and  last  act  of  condescension. 

*  Well !  by  my  troth,  I  have  eood  cause  to  fret. 
Snubb'd  and  brow-beaten  when  I  would  make  mirth, —  ^ 
As  little  heeded  as  a  cuckoo  clock, 

I  may,  as,  well,  at  once,  go  say  my  prayers.' — p.  18. 

Again : 

*  I  cannot  speak,  but  flash  and  there's  a  storm ; — 
live  silent;  or  but  to  say,  yea  or  nay, — 

I  may  as  well  go  lay  me  down  to  die. 
I'm  a  repeater,  by  my  maker  made  ;  , 

And  when  Fm  press'd,  must  tell  how  the  time  goes. 
But  I  can  stay  at  home — lie  on  a  shelf — 
See  no  one — nothing  hear — sit  like  an  abbess ; 
I  may  as  well,  with  hood  and  veil,  at  once, 
ijo  serve  my  God  ;  and  for  this  sprightly  fan, 
'         Sigh  to  a  fly-benastyed  crucifix. 

Was  it  for  this,  that  1  was  made  a  dutchess  ?'^— p.  Z6. 

Though  the  Dutchess  is,  as  Mr.  Gait  informs  us,  the  true  he- 
roine of  the  play,  yet  the  bride  (who  gives  the  drama  her  name  of 
Maddelen)  is  a  person  from  whom  much  entertainment  must  accrue 
to  a  discerning  audieuce.  She  was  educated,  it  appears,  by  the 
Dutchess ;  and  here  it  is  that  we  may  safely  observe  the  superiority 
of  Mr.  Gait  over  Shaksp«are.  Every  body  must  be  struck  at  the 
elegance  and  tenderness  of  Juliet — but  it  must  nevertheless  be  con- 
fessed to  be  a  most  unnatural  delineation.  Juliet  was  educated  by 
a  gossiping  vulgar  old  nurse,  and  it  is  contrary  to  all  experience 
that  she  should  not  have  been  infected  with  the  manners  of  her 
gpuvemafUe,  On  the  contrary,  the  Lady  Maddelen  is  an  admi- 
'  rably  drawn  character — just  vdiat  one  would  expect  a  young  crea- 
ture formed  by  the  Dutchess  to  be. 

Her  Grace,  who  is  curious  in  these  matters,  declares,  afte^  the 
wedding,  with  a  roguish  air,  that '  she'll  to  the  bride  and  feel  her 
palpitations^  The  bride  displays  a  great  similarity  of  taste,  and 
when  she  meets  her  lover-son,  begs  him  to  amuse  her  with  sonxe 
story  of  their  early  love, 

*  Or  if  you  think 
My  fickle  heart  will  scorn  l^e  baby  tale, 

Describe 
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Describe  sdme  transport  of  our  warmer  passion, 
•    Paint  the  secluded  bower  where  last  we  met,  &c/ — p.  4. 

When  she  complains  of  her  ill-assorted  marriage  it  is  in  these 
noble  terms^  which  must  wring  every  feeling  heart: — 

*  Was't  not  enough  to  foist  th^  old  one  on  me  ? 
.Think  yoa  I  always  will  submit  to  this 
And  take  for  him  (her  lover)  that  potsherd  of  a  man  ^ — p.  51. 

After  this  Maddelen  goes  mad^  miserably  mad ;  and  here  it  is 
that  we  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  qualify  our  recent  admiration 
of  Mr.  Gait's  originsdity,  smce  we  cannot  but  perceive  an  imita- 
tion of  two  heroines  long  since  in  possession  of  the  stage.  The 
reader  has  already  anticipated  us  in  naming  Tilburina  and  Que^i 
Dollalolla ;  and  prejudice  itself  must  admit  that  the^  supreme  ex- 
cellence of  the  models  might  justify  an  imitation  of  them  in  writers 
less  plive  to  vivid  impressions  of  the  '  sublime  and  beautiful'  than 
Mr.  Gait 

Of  the  dramas  of  Agamemnon  and  Clytemnestra,  in  which  Mr. 
Gait  surpasses  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  and  of  that  of  Antonia, 
in  which  he  surpasses  even  himself,  we  shall  say  a  very  few  words, 
before  we  proceed  to  ^  Lady  Macbeth,'  in  which  he  encounters  and 
transcends  the  hitherto  unrivalled  Shakspeare. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  two  classical  subjects  it  is  delightful  to 
observe  the  successful  effort  of  an  original  conception.  The  sto- 
ries, as  the  Greeks  and  Romans  have  told  them,  are  trite — we 
might  almost  say  with  Hamlet,  *  musty.'  It  was  a '  poet,  doubt- 
less, who  first  mvented  *  the  tale  of  ancient  Pelops'  line.'  An- 
other poet  has  surely  "a  right  to  alter  such  a  fable  (if  he  can)  for 
the  better.  '  The  stories  of  Agamemnon,'  says  Mr.  Gait,  *  ju*e 
gross  and  detestable;  of  Clytemnestra,  truly  horrible;'  but,  ia 
addition  to  the  merit  of  choosing  such  difiicult  subjects,  he  mo- 
destly claims  to  himself  '  no  inconsiderable  praise  in  having  ma- 
naged these  delicate  topics  without  disgusting,'  (p.  v.)  a  praise  we 
must  concur  in  thinking  not  incomiderable,  since  our  author  is  of 
opinion  that  Sophocles  has  failed  in  this  point,  and  that  his  Electra 
is  '  a  hideous  and  inhuman  exhibition.'  Agreeing,  as  we  generally 
do,  with  Mr.  Gait,  we,  however,  do  not  wish  to  ^peak  too  lightly 
of  Sophocles,  who,  though  he  has  been  dead  many  years,  is  still  a 
writer  of  some  r^ute;  but  we  can  truly  say,  that  nothing  in  the 
world  can  be  so  different  from  the  Electra  of  Sophocles  as  the 
Electra  or  (as  he  more  properly  calls  it)  the  Clytemnestra  of  our 
author. 

It  has  been  shrewdly  observed,  that  if  Shakspeare  had  possessed 
what  is  called  school  learning,  the  flight  of  his  genius  might  not  have 
been  so  bold  and  vigorous ;  this,  which  was  heretofore  only  an  in- 
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genious  theory,  is  now  substantiated  by  the^B^dence  of  fact — some 
of  Mr.  Gait's  highest  beauties  arise  ii^sputably  from  the  lucky 
pircumstance  of  his  being  no  schol^^  ^gysthus,  the  murderer 
of  Agamemnon,  for  instance,  is^  w3|b  Wm,  *  a  base  born  fellow/ 
or,  as  Arsinoe  elegantly  expresses  it, 

^ —  <  a  slave, 

A  co^irse,  rank-smelUr^  groom — a  neighing  groom* 
How  does  this  enhance  the  tragic  depravity  of  the  lady's  taste ! 
This  topic,  which  our  aut^r  handles  thoroughly,  would  have  been 
'lost  to  the  world  had  he  known  that  ^gysthus  was  the  son  of 
Thyestes,  grandson  of  JPelops,  and  cousin-german  to  King  Aga-? 
memnon  himself.  Several  other  instances  might  be  adduced  of 
this  lucky  ignorance^  The  name  of  Pylades,  for  example,  has 
been,  by  all  Greek  and  E,oman  writers,  accented  as,  what  the 
pedants  quaintly  call,  an  anapaest.  Mr.  Gait,  however,  felt,  as 
every  one  must  feel,  how  much  more  musically  the  name  would 
flow  if  pronounced  Pylades ;  and  Pylades  the  flame  accordingly 
stands  throughout  the  drama,  and  will  henceforth  stand,  we  suppose, 
at  all  the  schools  in  England,  *  auctoritate  Galti  celeberrimi.* 

Of  Antonia,  the  plot  turns  on  a  very  simple  fact ;  but  we  regret 
that  the  squeamisbness  of  modem  delicacy  will  not  permit  us  to 
give  our  readers  any  insight  into  this  amusing  piece :  we.can  only 
say,  in  Mr.  Gait's  own  phrase,  that  ^  it  is  no  inconsiderable  praise' 
to  bav^  enlivened  tragedy  by  the  introduction  of  an  incident, 
towards  which  the  waggish  authors  of  The  Relapse  and  the  Lon- 
don Cuckolds  h^ve  not  approached  nearer  than  a  hint. 

But  we  hasten  to  Mr.  Gait's  chef-d'oeuvre  *  Lady  Macbeth,* 
yrhich  we  cannot  better  introduce  than  in  his  own  words. 

*  For  presuming  to  meddle  >yith  the  awful  mysteries  of  Macbeth,  I 
have  not  one  word  to  offer  in  extenuation.  I  thought  the  almost  satanic 
character  of  the  Lady  possessed  traits  of  grandeur  which  might  be  so 
represented  as  to  excite  compassion ;  and  the  frame  of  Macbeth's  mind 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  introducing  allusions  to  Scottish  super- 
stitions which  Shakespeare  has  not  touched  ;  and  which  are  still,  in  a 
great  measure,  new  to  the  poetry  of  the  stage.  The  play  is,  in  fact,  an 
experiment;  and  as  such,  I  wrote  it  with  some  degree  of  audacity  both 
)n  thought  and  phraseology.  It  is  the  best  or  the  worst  in  the  volume/ 
— Pref,  p.  V. 

This  brilliant  conception,^  that  the  grandeur  of  a  ^afamV  character 
is  the  properest  engine  to  excite  compassion/  is  new,  we  venture  to 
believe,  to  all  our  readers ;  and  they  will,  we  are  confident,  think 
with  us  that  Mr. « Gait  needs  to  say  nothing  in  extenuation  of  his 
attempt  to  prove,  by  experiment,  this  elegant  theorem.  They 
will  auso  admire  the  modesty  and  true  simplicity  of  soul  with 
>)rhich  he  declares  that  he  does  not  know  whether  his  favourite 
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play  be  *  the  best  or  the  worst  of  the  whole.'  We,  however, 
,^wiil  take  upon  ourselves  to  remove  his  doubt,  and  unhesitatingly 
pronounce  it  to  be  both.  It  will,  doubtless,  appear  the  worst  to 
the  critics  whose  castes  have  been  spoiled  by  the  fervid  irregularis 
tiei  and  unnatural  flights  of  Shakspeare ;  but,  on  the  principles 
oi)  which  we  admire  the  character  of  our  author's  muse,  we  must 
freely  assert  it  to  be  the  best  of  ?dh  There  are  no  witches  and 
cauldrons,  no  prophesies  and  portents,  no  ghosts  and  goblins,  no 
magnificence  of  passion,  no  flights  of  feeling  or  of  fancy ;  all  such 
diablerie  Mr.  Gait  despises.  He  knows  that  a  play  to  be  inte- 
resting must  ^  come  home  to  our  businesses  and  bosoms.'  He 
cannot  read  Horace,  and  is  not,  of  course,  aware  of  his  precept, 

*  Quodcunque  ostendis  mihi  sic,  incredujus  odi/ 

B«t  nature,  the  poet's  best  guide,  has  taught  him  the  same  lesson, 
and  he  has  felt  that  no  kind  of  interest  can  be  excited  for  such  wild 
folks  as  the  Macbeths  of  Shakspeare,  the  weird  sisters,  and  all 
their  trumpery — ^  black  spirits  and  white — red  spirits  and  grey.' 

In  pursuance  of  this  principle,  Mr.  Gait  has  brought  the  story 
down  to  the  level  of  a  London  audience.  He  has  reduced  the 
colouring,  the  tone,  the  characters — he  has  left  no  irregularities 
to  surprise,  he  admits  no  expression  which  can  dazzle  or  perplex 
by  its  false  brilliancy.  He  takes,  if  we  jnay  be  permitted  the  use 
of  a  metaphor,  from  the  storm  its  thunder  and  lightning,  and  re- 
duces it  to  a  heavy  soaking  shower  of  rain,  an  event  of  much  more 
ordinary  occurrence,  and  therefore  of  more  general  interest  than 
a  poetical  tempest.  Instead,  therefore,  of  all  the  bustle  and  throng 
6f  characters  in  Shakspeare's  Macbeth,  Mr.  Gait  has  but  four 
actors  in  his  drama.  Instead  of  the  infernal  agency  of  the  witches 
he'has  one  Baudron, '  an  old  Culdee  priest,'  a  kind  of  family  chap- 
Iain.  Instead  of  apparitions  and  spectres  that  shake  the  soul,  he 
endows  Macbeth  with  the  faculty  of  second  sight,  or  dreaming  with 
his  eyes  open;  but  even  this  last  attribute,  though  so  common 
in  Scotland,  he  does  not  venture  to  confer  on  him  without  taking 
care  that  when  he  talks  of  the  objects  seen  in  those  trances,  there 
shall  be  no  unnatural  or  inflated  pomp  in  the  expression. 

Thus  when  Macbeth  has  a  mind  to  pry  into  futurity  he  does  it 
in  the  good  old  way,  and  at  the  good  old  time^  and  expresses  it  in 
Ae  good  old  terms, 

*  Tis  hallow-eve,  and  I  have  cast  my  fortune.' — (p;  132). 

Bums  the  plowman  could  not  have  expressed  it  more  simply. 
When  he  desires  the  attendance  of  the  pious  Baudron  he  only 

»?ys^ 

*  peni  me  the  Culdee  priest/— (p.  1370 
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as  naturally  as  one  would  ask  for  the  curate  of  one's  parish;  and 
when  he  would  allude  to  his  former  military  glory,  he  does  it  in 
BO  bombastic  or  thrasonical  style^ 

*  I  was  a  famous  soldier  in  my  day/ — (p.  139.) 

The  king  being  so  measured  in  his  language^  our  readers  will 
not  suspect  our  judicious  author  of  the  inconsistency  of  giving  the 
queen  a  lofty  style;  on  the  contrary,  as  women  generally  are  more 
simple  in  their  conversation  than  men,  he  has  made  the  lady  take 
a  tone  lower  even  than  the  laird. 

When  she  inquires  whether  Macbeth  believes  that  sensation  can 
exist  in  the  human  body  after  death,  she  puts  this  terrific  question 
in  the  most  unaffected  manner. 

*  Shall  we  in  death,  lie  conscious  of  the  rot?* — p.  121. 
Contemplating  with  indignation  the  repentance  which  she  sees 

growing  in  Macbeth,  she  exclaims,  with  a  metaphor  indeed,  but 
one  to  which  every  good  house- wife  would  naturally  allude : 

^  Shall  we  confess  we  kill'd  the  king, 

And  m^w  contrition  like  two  silly  urchins, 

Sick  with  the  surfeit  of  the  pantry's  spoil?' — p.  122. 

But  her  death  is  the  summit  of  all  our  author's  art — there  is  an 
air  of  truth  and  nature  about  it  which  we  cannot  easily  parallel : 
her  Majesty  complains  of  being  *  deadly  thirsty,*  and  asks  for  some 
drink ;  but  Baudron,  who  ^tended  her  after  she  had  dismissed  the 
doctor,  thinking  plain  water  might  be  unfit  for  the  patient,  pru- 
dently, as  one  would  have  supposed,  mixed  a  little  wine  with  it ;  but 
alas!  what  are  human  precautions!  the  wine  was  unluckily  red, 
and  the  mixture  looked  to  her  disordered  imagination  the  colour 
of  blood,  and  she  screamed  so  loud  that  she  frightened  away  all 
her  maids  and  expired  in  an  agony  before  the  Culdee  could  in- 
duce her  to  touch  a  drop  of  the  wine  and  water.  We  cannot  re- 
frain, much  as  we  have  quoted,  from  adding  this  touching  passage ; 
this  true  instance  of  what  we  may  call  domestic  tragedy  or  house- 
hold sublimity. 

*  What  see'st  thou,  damsel,  to  look  at  me  so  ? 

Give  me  some  drink,  some  strong  restorative. 

A  clay -cold  chill  is  creeping  to  my -heart — 

Where  the  parch'd  devil  of  the  fever  sits, 

And  craves  the  coolfng  freshness.    Give,  O  give. — 

But  all  the  welling  fountains  of  the  hills 

Cannot  allay  the  deadly  Uiirst  that's  here. 

Baudron. 
This  "Wat'ry  bev'rage  slightly  tinged  with  wine-^ 

Lady. 
Ha!  wretch — 'tis  blood! — 

*  Baudron. 
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Baudkon. 
Alas !  th^y  all  have  fled. 
In  panic  horror  at  the  howl  she  gave, 
And  left  her,  dreadful  doom !  to  die  alope. — 
Hither  ye  pale  appall'd !  This  mighty  dame 
Is  now  as  harmless  as  the  sludge  that's  cast 
.  From  the  brief  trench  men  t  of  a  baby's  grave/ — pp.  156, 157. 

We  flatter  ourselves  we  have  now  proved  that  the  partiality 
which  at  the  outset  we  avowed  for  Mr.  Gait's  system  and  style  of 
tragedy-writing  is  amply  justified  to  our  readers ;  but  there  are  yet 
a  few  circumstances  which,  notwithstanding  the  length  of  this  article, 
our  grateful  admiration  will  not  permit  us  to  pass  unobserved. 

The  first  is,  that — original  and  daring  in  all — ^his  plays  are  divided 
only  into  three  acts ;  because,  as  he  says — and  here  again  his  happy 
ignorance  of  Horace  is  in  our  favour — *  he  knows  no  reason  why 
five  have  been  hitherto  preferred/  He  does  not  himself  give  any 
reason  for  preferring  three — but  his  authorit}'  is  enough. 

The  next  is,  that  there  are  no  stage  directions,  but  *  his  text  will 
be  found  to  indicate,  without  the  aid  of  marginal  notes,  what  should 
be  the  business  of  the  stage.*  It  might  have  been  apprehended 
that  transferring  the  stage  directions  of  *  exit/  ^  enter/  takes  out 
her  handkerchief/  8cc.  from  the  margin  into  the  body  of  the  poem, 
would  here  and  there  produce  a  prosaic  line  which  might  be 
avoided  by  adhering  to  the  old  manner;  but  in  Justice  to  Mr. 
Gait,  we  cannot  say  th^t  this  objection  has  any  weight  as  applied 
to  his  dramas ;  the  lines  of  this  nature  are  not  in  any  degree 
weaker  than  the  rest  of  the  poem. 

The  third  and  concluding  observation  we  have  to  make  is,  that 
Mr.  Gait,  with  laudable  accuracy,  has  informed  us  of  the  place  at 
which  each  of  these  pieces  was  composed.  This  is  highly  pleasing. 
It  reminds  us  of  Gibbon's  interesting  account  of  planning  his  his- 
tory of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  amid  the  ruins 
of  the  Capitol. 

^  Maddalen  was  written  in  the  Lazaretto  of  Messina,  to  lighten  the 
captivity  of  quarantine ;  Clytemnestra  during  a  passage  from  Sardinia  to 
Gibraltar;  Agamemnon  in  the  course  of  my  voyage  from  that  fortress 
to  Ireland ;  Antonia,  while  obliged  to  perform  a  second  quarantine  iii 
Cork  harbour ;  and  Lady  Macbeth,  at  subsequent  intervals.' — Pref.  p.  i. 

This  passage  leads  us  to  observe,  that — since  a  strict  confinement 
seems  to  quicken  in  so  extraordinary  a  degree  our  author's  tragic 
genius — our  admiration  pf  his  talents,  and  our  hopes  of  his  obtain- 
ing that  perfection,  of  which  he  wants  so  little,  embolden  us  to 
.suggest,  that  a  kind  of  home  quarantine — a  seclusion  for  a  certain 

Sieriod  in  some  inland  lazaretto — mi^ht  be  of  incalculable  advantage, 
t  is,  indeed,  the  only  process  by  which,  in  our  opinion,  his  poetical 
vein  can  be  improved. 
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Art.  III.   1.  Theorie  de  la  double  Refraction  dela  Lumiire.  Par 

E.  L.  Malus.    4to.  Par.  18 10,    Pp.  S02;  with  3  Plates. 
2.  Memoire  sur  de  nouveaux  Rapports  entre  la  Reflexion  et  la  Po^ 

larisation  de  la  Lumihre.     Par  M.  Biot.  Lu  d  Tlnstitut  le 

1  Juin,  1812.   Pp.  152^  with  1  Plate. 
5.  Fersuche  iiber  Spiegelung  und  Brechung.     Experiments  on  the  ^ 

Reflection    and   Kefraction    of  ^Light.     By    Dr.    Seebeck. 

Schwejgger's  Joum.  Nuremberg,  1813;  with  a  coloured  Plate. 
4.  ji  Treatise  on  new  Philosophical  InstrumentSy  with  Experiments 

on   Light    and  Colours.    By  David    Brewster,  LL.D.  8vo. 

Edinb.  1813.    Pp.  44£  ;  with  12  Plates. 

nnHE  intimate  connexion  of  the  subjects  of  these  works  with 
.  •■•  each  other  renders  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  apology  for  in- 
cluding our  account  of  them  in  one  article ;  since  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  observations  which  they  contain  have  arisen  more  or  less 
immediately  from  the  prosecution,  in  the  different  parts  of  Europe, 
of  tfiie  important  discoveries  of  Mr.  Malus,  respecting  the  proper- 
ties exhibited  by  lights  which  has  been  subjected  to  oblique  reflect* 
tion  or  refraction.  Of  these  discoveries  we  have  already  giveq 
some  account  in  our  sixth  number  (p.  472) ;  ^nd  the  honourable 
testimonials  of  public  approbation,  which  their  author  has  since 
received,  in  particular  from  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  as  well 
as  fgom  the  Institute  of  France,  sufficiently  show  that  our  esti-^ 
mate  of  his  merits  was  not  exaggerated.  Most  unfortunately  for 
the  sciences,  his  career  has  been  cut  short  by  an  early  death,  in  the 
midst  of  his  researches  and  improvements;  but  this  event  did 
not  take  place,  as  Dr.  Brewster  seems  to  imagine,  so  immediately 
after  the  adjudication  of  Count  Rumford's  medal,  as  to  have  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  being  informed  of  the  honour  that  was  con^ 
ferred  op  him,  and  of  appreciating  its  value.  ^ 

In  the  present  work  of  Mr.  MaTus,  there  is  less  of  absolute  no- 
velty than  of  minute  and  interesting  research,  upon  a  point,  re- 
specting which  some  doubt*  was  perhaps  entertained,  by  those 
who  were  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  few,  but  satisfactory 
experiments  delating  to  it,  which  had  before  been  made  in  this 
country;  that  is,  upon  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  Huygenian laws 
of  refraction  in  the  Iceland  crystal,  and  other  doubling  substan- 
ces ;  which,  considered  in  itself,  he  thinks  '  one  of  the  finest  dis- 
coveries of  this  celebrated  geometrician/ 

*  Newton,'  he  observes,  *  was  acquainted  with  the  investigations  of 
Huygens ;  yet  he  attempted  to  substitute,  for  the  Huygenian  law,  an- 
other apparently  more  simple,  but  absolutely  contrary  to  the  pheno- 
mena, as  Mr.  Haiiy  first  observed  and  demonstrated.  It  is  difficult  to 
explain  the  disregard  that  Newton  showed,  in  this  case,  to  a  law  which 
Huygens  had  declared  to  be  conformable  to  his  experiments.' 

<  WollastoH 
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-  *  Wollaston  has  examined  the  refracfive  power  of  the  crystal,  hy  a 
very  ingenious  method  of  his  own  invention,  and  has  shown  that  t}ie 
law  is  perfectly  true  in  all  cases  of  rays  passing  in  the  direction  of  any 
surface  of  the  crystal.  He  is  the^r«^,  that  after  the  oblivion  of  a  cen- 
tury, thought  of  verifying,  by  direct  experiments,  a  law  which  Huygens 
had  considered  as  incontestable,  and  which  Newton  had  rejected  with- 
out examination.' 

It  may  not,  however,  be  altogether  superfluous  to  observe,  that 
as  Dr.  Wollaston's  experiments  seem  to  have  led  to  Mr.  Malus's 
researches  and. discoveries,  so  Dr.  Wollaston's  thoughts  were  in  all 
probability  directed^to  the  Huygenian  theory  by  an  earlier  paper 
published  in  the  same  volume  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions 
with  his  own,  in  which  it  is  asserted,  almost  in  the  terms  that  Mr. 
Malus  has  employed^  that  Newton,  *  without  attempting  to  de^ 
duce  from  his  own  system  any  explanation  of  the  more  universal 
and.  striking  effects  of  doubling  spars, — has  omitted  to  observe, 
that  Huygens's  most  elegant  and  ingenious  theoryj)er/ec^/y  accords 
with  these  general  effects  in  all  particulars.'  Ph.  Tr.  1802.  45.  In 
short,  whoever  reads  the  account,  which  Huygens  gives  of  his  own 
*  examination  of  these  substances,  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  convinced 
that  his  law  must  be  extremely  near  the  truth :  Dr.  Wollaston's 
experiments  afforded  additional  evidence  of  its  accuracy ;  and  Mr. 
Mains,  having  diversified  his  calculations  and  observations  in  a  still 
greater  variety  of  forms,  has  left  nothing  further  to  be  desired,*for 
the  complete  re-establishment  of  this  remarkable  result  of  a  hypo- 
thetical theory,  the  groundwork  of  which  is  still  by  no  means  un- 
exceptionable, notwithstanding  the  wonderful  simplicity  to  whichj^ 
as  we  hiave  shown  on  a  former  occasion  (No.  IV.  p.  344),  it  is  ca- 
pable of  being  easily  reduced. 

^  Mr.  Malus  has  prefixed  to  his  experimental  investigations  an 
analytical ;  treatise  on  optical  j^enomena  in  general,  which  will 
probably  be  thought,  by  most  English  readers,  unnecessarily  intri- 
cate, and  which  does  not  appear  to  contain  any  material  novelty. 
He  has  examined  the  forms  of  the  principal  refracting  substances 
by  means  of  a  reflective  goniometer,  resembling  Dr.  Wollaston's; 
and  he  has  taken  the  mean  of  a  considerable  number  of  successive 
repetitions  of  the  measurement.  For  the  angle  of  the  Iceland  spar 
he  obtains,  in  this  manner,  74^  55'  S^'J ;  and  contents  himself  with 
74°  55' f  which  is  precisely  Dr.  Wollaston's  measure  :  for  the  in- 
dices of  riefraction  he  gives  1.6543  and  1.4833  (p.  199),  instead  of 
Dr.  Wollaston's  1.657  and  1.488,  although  the  experiments  on 
some  specimens  go  as  far  as  1.658  (p.  105).  For  quartz  crystal 
we  have  1.5582  and  1.5484 ;  for  the  sulfate  of  ba'rita,  1.6468  and 
1.6352 ;  and  for  the  arragonite,  another  form  of  the  carbonate  of 
lime^  which  some  have  suspected  to  contain  strontia^  1.6931  and 

1.5348. 
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1.5348.  From  the  laws  of  exti*aordinary  reflection  within  a  crys- 
tal of  doubling  spar^  Mr.  Malus  hais  very  ingeniously  deduced  an 
explanation  of  a  reduplication  of  images^  long  since  observed  by 
Martin,  in  particular  specimens,  which  appear  to  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  fissures,  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  be  capable  of  producing 
a  subdivision  of  the  rays,  like  that  which  takes  place  in  the  internal 
reflections :  the  colours  observable  in  these  images  he  refers  to  the 
thickness  of  the  fissures,  although  it  seems  at  least  equally  pro- 
bable, that  they  are  more  nearly  related  to  the  colours  of  crystal- 
lized substances,  since  described  by  Biot  and  others. 

Mr.  Malus's  calculations  of  the  particular  cases  of  refraction  are 
founded  on  the  Huygenian  method  of  drawing  a  tangent  plane  to 
the  supposed  spheroid,  from  a  point  in  the  surrounding  medium, 
at  which  the  supposed  original  undulation  would  have  arrived  while 
the  spheroid  is  generated.  The  steps  of  this  mode  of  calculation 
are,  however,  extremely  intricate ;  and  it  has  occurred  to  us  that 
the  problem  may  be  solved  in  a  much  more  simple  manner,  by 
equating  the  velocities  with  which  the  supposed  undulations  must 
advance  upon  the  common  surface  of  tljie  respective  mediums :  a 
condition  which  is  obviously  suflicient  for  the  determination  of  the 
angular  directions  of  the  actual  undulations  ;  Just  as  the  velocity, 
with  which  a  bird  swims  on  the  surface  of  a  piece  of  water,  is  suf- 
ficient for  determining  the/  direction  of  the  wave  which  follows  it. 
Considering  the  velocity  of  the  advance  of  the  undulation  with  re- 
gard to  the  spheroid,  it  must  evidently  be  identical  with  the  velo- 
city of  increase  or  decrease  of  the  perpendicular  to  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  section  cut  ofi^  by  the  refracting  surface ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  surrounding  space,  it  must  be  to  the  direct  velocity, 
as  the  radius  to  the  sine  of  the  an^le  of  incidence  or  refraction  in 
that  space.  Hence,  if  r  be  the  index  of  the  greatest  refractite 
density  of  the  substance,  5  the  sine  of  incidence  or  refraction  with- 
out the  crystal,  x  the  semiaxb  of  the  spheroid,  and  y  the  perpendi- 
cular falling  from  the  point  of  incidence  on  the  conjugate  diameter 
of  the  section,  we  have  the  equation  rx:  sz=yi  which  determines 
the  lAysical  conditions  of  the  problem,  and  reduces  it  to  a  mathe- 
matical investigation. 

Now  if  the  ratio  of  the  greatest  and  least  refractive  densities,  or 
of  the  equatorial  diameter  of  the  spheroid  to  t)ie  axis,  be  that  of  n 
to  1,  and  the  tangent  of  the  angle  formed  by  the  axis  with  the  re- 
fracting surface,  />,  it  may  readily  be  inferred,  from  comparing  the 
ordinates  of  the  ellipsis  with  those  of  the  inscribed  circle,  and  from 
the  properties  of  similar  triangles,  that  the  semidiameter  parallel 

to  the  given  surface  will  hen^  ■  ^  x,  the  tangent  of  the  angle 

formed  by  the  conjugate  semidiameter  with  the  axis,  nn  ip,  and  the 
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length  of  this  semidiatneter  \/- — ; — x.    From  the  known  equality 

of  all  parallelograms  described  about  an  ellipsis,  we  have,  for  the 
perpendicular  falling  from  the  end  of  this  semidiameter  on  the 

former,   \/         ^  x ;    and,  taking  the  difference  of  the  squares^ 

■   ;      .    "7  .,,  . — V,  for  its  distance  from  the  centre ;  and  for  the 

sine  of  the  included  angle     ,.  ^^  f  Z  A,  .    >,=^     The  perpen- 

dicular  fallins;  from  the  same  point  on  the  axis  will  be  — : x 

{u)y  and  its  distance  from  the  centre,     ,;      ■ — \=(t?.)  -    , 

"  Vinn-^pp)     ^    ' 

Proceeding  now  to  the  section  formed  by  the  given  refracting 

surface,  let  q  be  the  cotangent  of  the  angle  comprehended  by  its 

lesser  axis  and  the  plane  of  the  ray's  motion  without  the  crystal^ 

and  let  %  be  the  distance  of  its  centre  from  that  of  the  sphe- 

r<^d :   we  shall  then  hav«^  for  the  lesser  semiaxis  of  the  section> 

V^f^— - — jr*— j2*  j,  reduced  in  the  ratio  of  the  conjugate  diameters 

of  the  spheroid,  that  is,  ^(^^*ar»^z«)„^  i^^.    Theratio^ 
of  the  axes  of  the  section,  from  the  known  similarity  of  parallel  ^sec- 
tions of  a  spheroid,  will  be  that  of  n  i/ — -^  x  to  nx ;   or  if  wc 

"^  '  ^  nn-\~pp  ■ 

call  this  the  ratio  of  1  to  m,  we  have  w=  y^— — ^.     Hence,  in  or- 

1  -f /7p 

der  to  find  y,  we  must  substitute  these  values  in  the  expression  for  th(^ 
perpendicular  \^      i     ^>  whence  we havey  =  \/  ^\~T — 

0?*— z*  jni/'T-;^:  and  taking  the  fluxion,  rx:  s^y^^  -----Sl^ 

^    .  ^  xxn\^  ^  .^^  :  a/[- — ^.r^— 21*  ),  2  being  supposed  tore- 
nn+pp         ^  p^+Tt*"      ^  \pp-Ynn  /'  ^     ^^ 

mam  constant;  consequently  V \~T — ^^  —  ^    )  ='"v     ^  .       . 
f^  ^  ^  ^^l5'  ^^'^  ^^^  semiaxis  of  the  section,  w/^iq^ 

^  \nn-\-pp  I       r  ^     l+S'^  nn+pp 

ter  of  the  section  endins^at  the  point  of  incidence,  —  v^  i n^x 

^  ^  '  r  '^     l+qq 

■  "^  :  whence  it  is  obvious  that  this  semidiameter,  which  mav  be 
nn^pp  -^ 

considered 
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considered  as  an  ordinate  in  an  elliptic  section  passing  diroii^  tfae 

centre  of  the  spheroid,  is  proportional  to  the  sine  of  incidence,  as 

Huygens  has  demonstrated ;  and  it  will  appes^r  that  the  tangent  of 

the  angle  formed  by  the  plane  of  this  section  with  the  plane  of  in«^ 

.,         .    i)(fm— 1)      mm 
cidenceis^— .— j- — jr- 

But  in  order  to  determine  more  directly  the  inclination  of  the 
ray  within  the  crystal,  we  must  find  u,  the  perpendicular  falling 
iirom  the  point  of  incidence  on  the  lesser  semiaxis,  before  expressed 

^y  "77 — ; — r  and  now  =  — ^^f^  .  x  — ^^,  and  its  distance  from 

the  centre  of  the  section  t?= — tztt — ^^ — r^>    and  from    the 

r^/it  +  qq)     nn+pp 

point  nearest  to  the  centre  of  the  spheroid,  tz-^v ;  whence  the 
distance  of  the  point  of  incidence  from  this  last  point  must  be 
^([^2— i;]*-l-t/»):  and  adding  to  the  square  of  this  diat  of  the  per- 
pendicular falling  on  the  section  from  the  centre  of  the  spheroid,  or 
jz*— ^*z*,  we  have  \/(x>*-f  tt*  +  z*'-2^uz)  for  the  semidiameter  at 
the  point  of  incidence,  expressing  the  velocity :  and  the  sine  of  the 
corresponding  angle  of  incidence  or  refraction  will  be  *s/{[tz-^v']^ 
+w*)  divided  by  this  radius,  while  that  of  the  inclination  of 
the  plane  to  the  axis  will  be  u:  >/([^^— t?]*  +  M^);  z  being=:jriv/ 

lPl+l*_  ^  'SH+M-  P2+Jtn^  '+PLY  It  is  also  evident  that 
\nn-^pp     rr'   l-^-qq     nn-\-pp       nn+ppf 

the  velocity,  rediiced  to  the  direction  of  a  perpendicular  to  the  sur- 
face, will  vary  as  ^^(^i^t^). 

X 

These  expressions  may  be  much  simplified  by  further  reduction, 
especially  where  they  are  to  be  applied  to  surfaces  either  parallel 
or  perpendicular  to  the  axis :  since  in  these  cases  p^O  and  m^Uf 
and  p=  00  and  w=l  respectively,  and  <=0  in  both.  Hence,  in 
xT_    /•    -.  ,/  ,       nn-^qq  ss\  nnsx  qsx 

thefirstcase,  z^nx  n/{  1  —~^"^)>'^—-I^^^ — n>^=— ttt"; — \ 

and|/(w2+tJ^)=~^y/  yj,       9  whence  the  sine  of  the  angle  may  . 

be  found,  dividing  it  by  •/(«*  -{-v  +2);  and  the  tangent  will  be 

-^  ^=—  >/  T-P-  :  / 1  r2  —  -p—iJ  s2  V  / ;  and  m  the  second 

Z  ^  n        l-i-qq      "^    V  ^-i-qq  ' 

case,2=j:>/(l— »-—  J, w=  "//,  .      ^v=     ,,,  ,     ^and-^ — -I—/ 


It  is  not  merely  with  a  view  of  exhibiting  a  more  convenient 
mode  of  solving  a  problem  which  Mr.  Malus  had  solved  before, 

that 
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that  we  have  introduced  this  calculation,  but  in  order  to  apply  it  to 
the  explanation,  which  we  shall  attempt  to  give,  of  the  very  inte- 
resting phenomena  described  at  large  in  Mr.  Biot's  memoir. 

Mr.  Arago  had  discovered,  in  1811,  that  polarised  light  was  re- 
solved, by  passing  through  thin  plates  of  mica  or  sulfate  of  lime,  or 
thicker  plates  of  rock  crystal,  and  of  some  kinds  of  flint  glass,  into 
two  portions  differently  coloured.  Mr.  Biot  has  experimentally 
investigated  the  law,  according  to  which  these  phenomena  take 
place,  and  has  reduced  the  results  of  his  experiments  into  such  a 
form,  as  to  enable  us  to  calculate  from  them,  what  colours  will  be 
exhibited  by  a  plate  of  sulfate  of  lime,  of  a  given  thickness,  and  in 
a  given  situation  widi  respect  to  the  incident  light. 

The  axis  of  the  crystals  of  sulfate  of  lime  is,  either  accurately  or 
very  nearly,  in  the  plane  of  the  plates  which  they  afford,  and  makes 
an  angle  of  16^  13?  with  one  of  the  natural  lines  of  fracture  of  die 
plates;  while  that  of  rock  crystal  is  nearly  parallel  to  the  longitu- . 
dinal  sur&ces  of  the  crystal.  Mr.  Biot's  method  of  exhibiting  the 
colours  in  question,  is  to  take  a  thin  and  smooth  plate  of  sulfate  of 
lime  or  Muscovy  talc,  or  a  well  polished  plate  of  rotk  crystal,  cut 
as  thin  as  possible,  which  affords  no  appearance  of  colour  in  the 
open  air,  except  ^h^n  some  of  the  incident  Kght  has  been  polarised 
by  reflection  from  the  blue  atmosphere,  and  to  place  it  horizontally 
on  a  black  substance ;  then,  allowing  the  white  light  of  the  clouds 
to  fall  on  it,  at  aa  inclination  of  about  35^,  to  receive  this  light, 
when  reflected  from  it,  on  a  black  glass,  makiifg  an  equal  angle 
with  the  reflected  rays,  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  first  plane 
of  reflection ;  so  that  the  plate  may  be  visible  by  reflection  in  the 
black  glass.  In  this  manner  the  plate  appears  to  be  very  brilli- 
antly illuminated  by  the  light  of  the  colour  which  it  is  calculated  to 
exhibit :  when  its  axis  coincides  with  the  plane  of  incidence,  no 
colour  is  visible ;  and  the  appearance  becomes  most  distinct  whai 
the  axis  makes  an  angle  of  46°  with  that  plane.  In  this  situation 
of  the  axis,  Mr.  Biot  finds  that  the  colour  reflected  by  talc,  and 
by  rock  crystal,  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  the  incidence  were  per- 
pendicular, and  the  same  as  is  transmitted  by  the  extraordinary  re- 
fraction ;  while  the  light  transmitted  by  the  ordinary  refraction  exhi- 
bits the  complementary  colour,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  co- 
lours of  thin  plates :  these  transmitted  colours  being  separable,  as 
Mr.  Arago  had  found,  by  means  of  any  doubly  refractive  sub- 
stance, or  by  oblique  reflection.  In  Mr.  Biot's  arrangement,  the 
light  reflected  from  the  upper  surface  of  the  plate  is  polarised  ac- 
cording to  the  general  law,  and  is  therefore  not  reflected  by  the 
black  glass,  but  absorbed :  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  light  reflect- 
ed from  the  lower  surface  of  the  plate,  and  then  transmitted  back 
by  the  ordinary  refraction :  but  that  which  has  been  transmitted 
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[back  from]  the  lower  surface  by  the  extraordinary  refraction^  [not 
to  it,  as  Mr.  Biot's  words  imply,]  has  acquired  a  contrary  charac- , 
ter,  and  when  it  arrives  at  the  black  glass,  it  '}s  partially  reflected. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  black  glass,  of  which  the  plane  of  incidence 
coincides  with  that  of  the  plate,  reflects  the  complementary  tinf, 
afforded  by  the  light  which  had  been  reflected  by  the  lower  surfa(5e 
of  the  plate,  and  transmitted  back  by  the  ordinary  refraction,  but 
exhibits  the  colour  more  faintly,  because  it  is  mixed  with  the  whole 
light  reflected  from  the  upper  surface.  A  similar  arrangement 
may  also  be  very  conveniently  applied  to  the  observation  of  the  co- 
lours of  natural  bodies,  independently  of  the  glare  occasioned  by 
their  superficial  reflection. 

The  colours  dependent  on  the,  extraordinary  refraction  Mr.  Biot 
found  to  agree  exactly  with  the  colours  of  thin  plates  of  glass  as 
seen  by  reflection,  and  those  which  are  derived  from  the  ordinary 
refraction  with  the  colours  Been  by  transmission  in  the  Newtonian 
experiments,  supposing  the  thickness  of  the  plate  to  be  reduced  in 
the  ratio  of  360  to  1 ;  fliis  ratio  being  constant  for  the  same  specie 
men  of  the  talc,  although  the  number  varied  in  different  specimens 
from  333  to  395.  For  mica,  it  appeared  to  be  450,  but  was  liable 
to  still  greater  variation :  for  rock  crystal,  it  was  exactly  360,  at 
least  in  several  plates  cut  out  of  the  same  piece.  The  measure- 
niients  of  the  thickness  of  the  plates  were  executed  with  the  greatest 
care  by  Mr.  Caucfaoix^s  spherometer,  which  appears  to  be  capable 
of  great  precision,  although  the  pressure  exerted  by  a  fine  screw, 
which  is  the  immediate  instrument  of  examination,  must  be  a  cause 
of  considerable  uncertainty,  vihere  the  objects  to  be  measured  are 
extremely  minute. 

Mr.  Biot  observed,  that  when  the  axis  of  the  crystal  approached 
to  tlie  plane  of  incidence,  the  eolours  ascended  in  the  scale  of 
Newton's  measures,  as  if  the  thickness  were  diminished ;  and  that 
they  descended  when  the  plate  was  turned  in  a  contrary  direction. 
The  difference  thus  produced  appeared  to  be  greater  in  plates  of 
rock  crystal  and  of  mica  than  in  those  of  talc ;  but  the  comparative 
measures  have  not  been  detailed ;  and  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
the  greater  thickness  of  the  plates  of  rock  crystal  employed  may 
possibly  have  made  the  difference  more  apparent.  When  the  axis 
made  an  angle  of  45^  with  the  plane  of  incidence,  the  change  of 
the  inclination  of  the  incident  light  had  no  efiect  on  the  colour  ex« 
hibited  either  by  talc  or  by  rock  crystal :  but  mica,  probably  from 
the  oblique  sititation  of  the  axis  of  refraction,  did  not  observe  the 
same  law.  Mr.  Biot  has  expressed  tlie  thickness  corresponding  to 
the  tint,  exhibited  under  these  different  circumstances,  by  the  for* 
mula  1  -|-(.065  5*  H  — .195§2H)52;  while  in  another  series  of  ex* 
periments  the  coefficients  appeared^to  be  .00059  and  .1428;  H 
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being  the  angle  formed  by  the  axis  with  the  plane  of  incidence^  and 
s  the  sine  of  the  angle  of  incidence :  so  that  the  greatest  possible 
variation  must  have  been  from  .87  to  1.^6,  or  from  .867  to  1.152. 
Mr.  Biot  has  also  improved  Mr;  Malus*s  expressions  for  the  inten- 
sity of  the  light  under  different  circumstances/;  but  as  the  colour  is 
wholly  independent  of  the  intensity^  we  omit  to  mention  these 
expressions  more  particularly. 

This  intricate  and  laborious  investigation  appears  to  have  been 
conducted  with  much  patience^  and  vvith  minute  attention  to  the 
strictest  accuracy ;  nor  does  the  present  memoir  by  any  means  ex- 
haust the  whole  of  the  experiments  which  Mr.  Biot  has  promised 
to  the  public.  Dr.  Brewster  has  remarked  that  he  has  *  the  undi- 
vided merit  of  having  generalised  the  facts/  and  of  having  *  dis- 
covered the  law  of  these  remarkable  phenomena.'  This  Maw* 
however  is  merely  an  expression  of  the  facts  considered  as  insulated 
from  all  others ;  and  not  an  explanation  by  which  they  are  reduced 
to  an  analogy  with  any  more  extensive  class  of  phenomena ;  and 
'  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  surprise  of  these  gentlemen  will  be  as 
great  as  our  own  satisfaction,  in  finding  that  they  are  perfectly  redu- 
cible,  like  all  other  cases  of  recurrent  colours,  to  the  general  laws 
of  the  interference  of  light,  which  have  been  established  in  this 
country,  and  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  our  sixth  num- 
ber (p.  AT 5) ;  and  that  all  their  apparent  intricacies  and  capricious 
variations  are  only  the  necessary  consequences  of  the  simplest  ap- 
plication of  these  laws.  They  are,  in  fact,  merely  varieties  of  the 
colours  of  '  mixed  plates,'  in  which  the  appearances  are  found  to 
resemble  the  colours  of  simple  thin  plates,  when  the  thickness  i» 
increased  in  the  same  proportion,  as  the  difference  of  the  refractive 
densities  is  less  than  twice  the  whole  density :  the  colours  exhibited 
by  ^  direct  transmission,'  corresponding  to  the  colours  of  thin  plates 
seen  by  reflection,  and  to  the  extraordinary  refraction  of  the  crys- 
talline substances,  and  the  colours  of  mixed  plates  exhibited  bj 
*  indirect  light'  to  the  colours  transmitted  through  common  thin 
plates,  and  to  those  produced  by  the  ordinary  refraction  of  the 
polarising  substances.  The  measures,  which  Mr.  Biot  has  obtained, 
differ  much  less  from  the  calculation  derived  from  these  principle^ 
only,  than  they  differ  among  themselves;  and  we  cannot  help 
thinking  such  a  coincidence  sufficient  to  remove  all  doubts,  if  apy 
existed,  of  the  universality  of  the  law  on  which  that  calculation  is 
founded ;  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  of  explaining  the  production 
of  the  different  series  of  colours  by  the  different  refractions.  (See 
our  No.  XVII.  p.  124.) 

In  the  first  place,  it  appears  from  Mr.  Malus's  experiments,  that 
the  extraordinary  and  ordmary  refractive  densities  of  the  rock  crys- 
tal, in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  axis;  are  in  the  ratio  of  159to 

TOL.  XI.  NO.  XXI.  B  160; 
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160 ;  consequently  the  difference  of  the  times  is  to  twice  the  whole 
time  in  the  ordinary  refraction  as  1  to  320,  and  to  the  time  in  a 
plate  of  glass  of  wWch  the  refractive  density  is  1.55,  as  1  to  318. 
In  Mr.  Biot's  experiments  on  this  substance,  the  proportion  of  the 
thicknesses  appeared  to  be  1  to  360,  while  in  the  sulfate  of  lime, 
the  number  varied  from  333  to  395 :  and  it  must  be  observed  that 
any  accidental  irregularities,  or  foreign  substances  adhering  to  the 
plate,  would  tend,  in  Mr.  BiotV  mode  of  measurement,  to  make 
the  thickness  appear  greater :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  an  error  of 
a  siugle  unit  in  the  third  place  of  decimals  of  the  index  of  refrac- 
tive density,  as  determined  by  Mr.  Mains,  would  be  sufficient  to 
make  the  coincidence  perfect :  and  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy 
can  scarcely  be  expected  in  experiments  of  this  kind. 

We  have  next  to  inquire  what  must  be  the  effect  of  the  obliquity 
of  the  incident  light  according  to  the  general  law  of  periodical 
colours  ;  and  we  shall  here  find  the  agreement  of  the  experiments^ 
with  the  theory  equally  striking.  We  must  compare  the  excesses 
of  the  times  occupied  in  the  transmission  of  light  by  the  respective 
refractions,  above  the  time  required  for  its  simple  reflection  3From  a 
point  in  the  upper  surface,  exactly  opposite  to  the  reactive  point 
of  reflection  in  the  lower ;  and  the  difference  between  these  ex- 
cesses will  give  the  interval  required  for  determining  the  colour. 
Calling  the  thickness  unity,  and  the  sine  of  incidence  5,  the  excess 
for  the  ordinary  refraction  will  be  represented  by  the  tune  within 
the  plate,  which  is^  as  the  secant  of  refraction,  diminished  by  the 
difference  of  the  titpes  without  the  plate,  which  is  as  its  tangent, 
and  as  the  sine  of  incidence  jointly,  (see  Pb.Tr.  1802.  pi.  I,  fig.  3,) 

CC  \  CO    V 

©rbyrry'Cl  — — 1 — ss:  r^{l V  =  y^(r*— «*):  and  for  the  extra- 
ordinary refraction,  when  the  axis  is  parallel  to  the  surface,  the 
former  part  will  be  inversely  as  -,  ajid  will  be  expressed  by  r:n^ 

(1_A  2^?)  and  the  latter  by  V^-i^':-/ (r»-?^  5») 

whence  the  whole  becomes  {r*—  4/^,  .  ^  s*:wi/(r*-.^5jl£?5t),  No^ 

jince,  in  the  substances  which  we  are  considering,  n  is  little  more 
than  1,  we  may  put  n=H-/,  n*=l-i-2/,  and  w*=l-|-4/;  thea 

1/  ,  .      =  i/(  1  +  n —  >  =  1  +7-^ — ,  which  will  also  be  the  value 

^^nn    qq    ^^^  .^  ^^^     —  ^^  ^^^  ^a    ^^  excess  will  tiecome 

«-5^^:IrF§S«=^('*-<*+^^^'^>''''-   Nowtbedifference 
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between  y^(r*— 5*)  and  |/(r*— (1  +2ft*/)5*)  is  -  . .  ^-  v ;  and  the 
difference  between  the  latter  root,  and  the  same  quantity  divided 
by n,  is  //(r»-( I  +  2A:Vs*),  orvery nearly  //  (r*-s*)  =^J[^\f 

and  the  sum  of  these  differences  is  I    "7,         n    >  or  if  1— ft*=s 

^%  /— 77 :,  h  being  the  cosine  of  the  inclination  of  the  plane 

of  incidence  to  the  axis :  nor  will  the  result  be  sensibly  affected  by 
taking  ihto  account  the  deviation  of  the  refracted  ray  from  this 
plane  in  oblique  situations. 

Iliis  expression  will  be  found  to  include  all  the  effects  of  9. 
change  of  inclination  observed  by  Mr.  Biot,  and  to  agree  sufficiently 
well  with  the  formula  which  he  has  deduced  from  his  measurements. 
When  the  light  falls  perpendicularly  on  the  surface,  s=0,  and  the 
difference  becomes  Ir ;  when  its  obliquity  is  the  utmost  possible, 

«  being  1,  the  expression  becomes  Z      ""     .,  and  its  value  varies  ii| 

the  ratio  of  r^  to  7*— 1,  according  to  the  position  of  the  axis. 
Thus  in  the  sulfate  of  lime,  r  being  1.525,  according  to  Dr.  Wol- 
laston's  table,  the  utmost  possible  variation  is  in  the  ratio  of 
2.326  to  1.326,  and  the  equivalent  thickness  for  perpendicular  rays 
being  called  1,  the  extremes  will  become  .755  and  1.325,  instead 
of  .87,  and  1 .26  or  1 .  152,  which  are  the  results  of  Mr.  Biot's  different 
formulas :  and  the  difference  between  these  is  as  great  as  the  va- 
riation of  the  first  of  them  from  our  calculation.  With  respect  to 
tiie  singular  fact  of  the  indifference  of  the  angle  of  incidence,  when 
the  inclination  of  die  plane  of  incidence  to  the  axis  is  45°,  our  ex- 
pression agrees  exactly  with  Mr.  Biot's  observations :   for  whea 

^*=J,   -V7— ^ — \^^f  very  nearly:  thus  if  5=1,  it  only  becomes 

1.586  instead  of  1.525,  and  does  not  vary  sensibly  while  s  remains 
small. 

In  a  similar  manner  the  result  may  be  determined  for  any  other 
relative  situations  of  the  axis  and  the  refracting  surface :  if,  for 

instance,  they  are  perpendicular  to  €ach  other,  -  being v^(  1  —  w*—  j, 

and  die  tangent  of  refraction  -77 v,  the  expression  for-ihe 

excess  of  time  becomes  r :  i/  ( 1  —  «*  - )  —  -77 — — -  v  =  i/(r* — w*5*), 
•^  ^    X       rr'      is/{rr — nnss)      ^  ^ 

ivvhile  the  excess  for  the  ordinary  refraction  is  v^(r*—s*)  as  before; 
^nd  the  diflference  becomes  -77-^ —  m  which  vanishes  with  the  angle 
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of  incidence,  and  becomes  uldmately  -7: — — ^,.    We  cannot  help 

thinking  ourselves  justified  in  looking  forwards  to  a  perfect  coii>- 
cidence  between  this  formula  and  the  promised  experiments  of  Mr. 
Biot  on  substances  placed  in  these  circumstances.  We  understand 
that  Dr.  Brewster  has  lately  made  some  observations  of  a  nature 
nearly  similar ;  but  we  doubt  whether  he  has  determined  the  re- 
fractive powers  of  his  crystals  with  sufficient  accurac3r  to  allow  of 
the  application  of  our  calculations  with  perfect  precision. 

A  singular  confirmation  of  the  mode  of  explaining  the  colours 
of.  thin  plates,  which  we  have  adopted,  is  afforded  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Mr.  Arago,  who  found  that  the  light  forming  the  trans- 
mitted rings  appeared  to  be  polarbed  in  the  same  direction 
with  the  reflected  light,  while  the  rest  of  the  transmitted 
light  was  polarised  in  a  contrary  direction.  It  is  a  necessary  as- 
sumption in  the  theory  of  periodical  colours,  that  the  rings  seen  by^ 
transmission  actually  depend  on  light  twice  reflected  within  the 
plate,  and  which  must  therefore  be  polarised  like  the  rest  of  the  re- 
flected light ;  although,  without  these  experiments  of  Mr.  Arago,  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  obtain  so  direct  a  demonstration  of  the 
fact. 

The  colours  exhibited  6y  thick  pieces  of  rock  crystal,  cut,  as  in 
Mr.  Biot's  unpublished  experiments,  perpendicularly  to  the  axis, 
might  be  expected  to  afford  some  explanation  of  those  which  Dr. 
Seebeck  has  observed  in  larg6  cubes  or  cylinders  of  glass,  placed 
between  two  oblique  reflecting  surfaces,  or  between  two  piles  com- 
posed of  thirty  pieces  of  glass  each,  which  produced  the  effect  of 
complete  polarisation  on  light  transmitted  at  the  appropriate  angle. 
If,  however,  Dr.  Seebeck's  observations  are  correct,  the  analogy 
can  be  only  superficial ;  for  the  effects  6f  these  pieces  of  glass  seem 
to  depend  on  their  entire  magnitude  and  outward  form,  without 
any  particular  relatioYi  to  an  axis  of  extraordinary  refraction.  Thus 
in  the  perpendicular  transmission  of  the  polarised  light  through  any 
points  m  die  diagonals  of  the  surfaces  of  the  cubes,  or  in  the  dia^- 
meters  parallel  to  their  sides,  the  rays.of  different  colours  appeared 
to  be  differently  affected  according  to  the  part  of  the  glass  on 
which  they  fell,  and  t6  exhibit  one  or  the  other  only /of  the  two 
images,  which  would  have  been  visible  through  a  piece  of  doubling 
spar,  if  the  glass  had  not  been  interposed ;  so  that  when  the  whole 
cube  was  viewed  at  once  under  these  circumstances,  it  afforded  an 
appearance  of  diversified  colours,  arranged  in  ver^  singular  forms, 
which  Dr.  Seebeck  compares  to  the  figures  assumed  by  sand  on 
vibrating  pieces  of  glass,  and  discovered  some  time  since  by  Pro* 
fessor  Chladni ;  but  which  appear  to  have  a  still  nearer  resemblance 
to  tho;^  which  Comparetti  has  described,  as  produced  by  the  ad-« 
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mission  of  a  beam  of  light  into  a  dark  room,  through  apertures  of 
different  forms ;  and  we  are  much  inclined  to  suspect  that  they  de* 
pendvn  the  twofold  transmission  of  the  light  to  the  eye,  perhaps 
after  repeated  internal  reflections,  from  the  different  points  in  the 
lateral  surfaces  of  the  substances  employed.  The  effects  were  most 
conveniently  observed  in  cubes  of  l|  inch,  and  better  in  white  than 
in  yellowish  glass :  in  cubes  of  an  inch  only,  they  were  indistinct : 
nor  were  they  produced  by  fluor  spar,  rock  salt,  or  by  any  kind  of 
liquids :  they  were  modified,  and  sometimes  inverted,  by  the  intern- 
position  of  a  plate  of  mica :  and  ice  acted  in  a  similar  manner  in 
depolarising  the  light  transmitted  through  It.  We  And  in  these 
researches  a  full  confirmation  of  the  experiments  which  Mr.  Mains 
had  made  some  time  before  his  death,  to  show,  that  the  polarised 
light,  which  falls  on  a  transparent  medium  at  such  an  angle,  as  not 
.  to  be  reflected,  is  transmitted,  with  no  material  diminution  of  its 
intensity.  Dr.  Seebeck's  language  is  a  little  enveloped  in  the  mys-« 
ticism  of  the  school  to  which,  by  some  singular  caprice  of  fancy, 
he  has  thought  proper  to  attach  himself:  but  we  cannot  hesitate  to 
believe,  that  as  he  continues  his  examination  of  the  phenomena  of 
nature,  he  will  by  degrees  be  persuaded  of  the  futility  of  the  ob- 
jections, which  Mr.  von  Goethe  has  advanced  against  the  Newtonian 
doctrine  of  the  composition  of  white  light,  and  of  the  inaccuracy 
of  the  assertions  on  which  some  of  those  objections  are  grounded. 
While  the  optical  philosophers  of  France  and  Germany  have 
been  engaged  in  these  researches.  Dr.  Brewster  has  been  very  lau- 
dably employed,  in  thb  country,  in  experimental  investigations  re-t 
lating  to  the  same  interesting  department  of  physical  science.  He 
has  found  that  the  agate,  cut  by  a  plane  perpendicular  to  its  laminae, 
transmits  one  only  of  the  polarised  portions  of  li^ht :  that  the  po- 
larity of  light  may  be  destroyed  by  transmitting  it  in  a  certain  {di- 
rection through  almost  all  mineral  substances,  and  throi^gh  horn, 
tortoise-shell,  and  gum-arabic ;  while  in  certain  other  directions  its 
properties  remain  unaltered,  whence  he  has  distinguished,  in  these 
substances,  different  depolarising  and  neutral  axes ;  and  that  the 
light  reflected  from  the  oxydated  surface  of  polished  steel  is  so  mo- 
dified, as  to  prove,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  oxyd  is  a  thin  transpa- 
rent substance.  His  observations  on  the  colours,  sometimes  exhi- 
bited by  crystals  of  Iceland  spar,  seem  to  be  identical  with  those 
of  Martin  and  Mains. 

Dr.  Brewster  has  very  ingeniously  exercised  his  inventive  powers 
in  the  contrivance  of  a  variety  of  micrometers,  goniometers,  mi- 
croscopes, and  telescopes,  several  of  which  may  very  possibly  be 
found  useful  in  particular  circumstances,  although  to  others  there 
appear  to  us  to  be  many  material  objections :  but,  without  referring 
tp  the  test  of  experience,  it  would  be  of  little  utility  for  us  to 
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discuss  their  particular  nieritis.  Some  detached  remarks^  however,^ 
we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  subipitting  to  our  readers,  on  passages 
of  the  work  which  appear  to  require  correction.  The  advantage 
which  Dr.  Brewster  attributes  to  the  use  of  a  transparent  fibre  for 
a  micrometer,  (p.  71,)  is  merely  imaginary;  since,  although  it  is 
true  that  the  central  rays  ^  suffer  no  inflexion/  this  circumstance 
affords  us  no  assistance  whatever  in  judging  when  the  rays  are 
actually  ^  central' ;  and  the  light  transmitted  by  such  a  fibre,  when* 
ever  the  luminous  object  is  in  its  neighbourhood,  could  only  create 
confusion.  In  speaking  of  a  telescope  for  the  measurement  of 
angular  positions,  Dr.  Brewster  observes  that  *  the  line,  which 
joins  any  two  stars,  forms  every  possible  angle  with  the  horizon  in 
the  course  of  23  hours  and  56  minutes;'  (p.  128,)  but  this  is 
obviously  a  mistake ;  for  at  the  poles  of  the  earth  the  angle  would 
not  vary ;  and  in  other  latitudes  only  within  certain  limits.  The 
table  of  the  variation  of  .the  focal  length  of  a  telescope,  (p.  218)  is 
wholly  erroneous,  from  the  employment  of  linear  feet  and  square 
inches  in  different  parts  of  the  same  formula.  Dr.  Brewster  has 
misunderstood  Professor  Robison  and  Mr.  Wilson,  where  they 
observe,  that  the  focal  length  of  an  achromatic  telesoope  must  be 
lengthened,  when  it  is  directed  to  a  star  towards  which  the  earth  is 
moving,  (p.  2-21):  it  was  not  from  the  different  distances  of  the 
stars,  but  from  the  difference  of  the  relative  velocities  6i  light, 
that  they  argued,  according  to  the  general  opinions  respecting  light, 
the  necessity  of  the  occurrence  of  such  a  minute  variation.  In 
p.  424 — 5,  the  magnifying  power  is  miscalculated,  and  we  must 
read  4.9  for  5,6. 

The  most  useful  part  of  the  whole  work  appears  to  be  the  series 
of  experiments  on  the  refractive  powers  of  fluid  and  soft  substances^ 
performed  by  interposing  them  between  the  object  glass  of  a 
microscope,  and  a  plane  glass  nearly  in  contact  with  it,  and  then 
measuring  the  joint  focal  length  of  the  combination.  The  com-» 
parative  distances,  thus  obtained,  are  exhibited  in  several  extensive 
tables:  but  we  cannot  help  feeling  some  surprise,  that  the  author 
has  not  attempted  to  deduce,  from  any  one  of  his  numbers,  the 
direct  refractive  power  of  the  substance  concferned,  as  he  certainly 
would  have  done  if  he  had  been  aware  how  easily  it  might  have 
been  accomplished,  after  a  preparatory  investigation,  dependent  on 
the  common  laws  of  dioptrics.  From  such  an  investigation  we 
have  obtained  formulae  for  each  of  the  two  series  of  experiments; 
for  die  first  (pp.  258,  268,  270,)  /  being  the  focal  length  ex- 
pressed by  the  nuniber  in  the  table,  and  r  the  index  of  refraction, 

T  =  1.887  —  ~;  and  for  the  second,  (p.  264)  r  =;=  2.31  —  ~' 

Thus  we  obtain  for  phosphorus  2.125,  sulfur  2.008,  aloes  1.643, 
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iHiIsam  of  Tolu  ].63G,  oil  of  cassia  1.6209  .guaiacum  1.609^  ami 
*^tch  1 .589.  Dr.  WoUaston'-s  Table  gives  for  phosphorus  ]  .579, 
and  for  pitch  ]  ,^3 ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  accidental 
,  presence  of  some  phosphoric  acid,  and  some  oil  of  turpentine,  on 
the  surfaces  of  these  substances  occasioned  an  error,  in  these  in- 
stances, in  Dr.  Wollaston's  determinations,  however  excellent  his 
method  may  be  in  other  cases;  for  we  cannot  agree  with  Dr^ 
Brewster,  in  thinking  that  the  acknowledged  exhibition  of  the  index 
appropriate  to  the  extreme  red  ray  is  an  objection  to  the  method. 
It  is  remarkable,  as  our  author  has  justly  observed,  that  the  assign-: 
ment  of  so  high  a  refractive  density  to  phosphorus  restores  th© 
inference  of  Newton,  respecting  the  relation  between  refractive 
powers  and  mfiammability,  to  its  original  universality  and  im** 
portance. 

Dr.  Brewster's  mode  of  ascertaining  the  refractive  powers  of 
solids,  by  immersing  them  in  a  mixture  of  fluids  of  equal  refractivg 
density,  is  perfectly  unobjectionable ;  and  he  observes  that  it  is 
easy  to  discover,  in  this  manner,  the  internal  flaws  and  odier  irre- 
gularities of  gems,  without  the  labour  of  polishing  any  part  of 
their  surface^  He  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  followed  this 
method  in  determining  the  indices  of  refraction  which  are  con- 
tained in  his  table,  (p.  Q,S3,)  having  employed  for  this  purpose  *  the 
same  prisms  in  which  the  dispersion  was  corrected,'  and  probably 
in  the  same  manner:  hence,  from  an  erroneous  mode  of  compu- 
tation, his  numbers  are  almost  uniformly  too  large:  thus  we  have 
phosphorus  2.£24,  sulfur  2.115,  carbonate,  of  lime  1.665  and 
1.5 19^  oil  of  cassia  1.641,  and  guaiacum  1.619^  s^U  of  which 
exceed  the  more  accurate  determinations  which  we  have  already 
mentioned.  In  the  same  manner  we  find  for  diamond  2.487  to 
2.470,  instead  of  2.439,  thq  density  assigned  by  Newton;  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  chromate  of  lead  and  realgar,  both  of  which 
Dr*  Brewster  finds  more  dense  than  the  diamond,  are  also  rated 
somewhat  too  high  at  2.974  ..  2.503,  and  2.549:  the,  former 
appears  to  have  a  double  refraction  more  distinct  than  any  other 
known  substance. 

For  a  similar  reason,  we  can  place  no  dependence  whatever  00 
the  table  of  dispersive  powers,  which  is  calculated  according  to  a 
course  approximation,  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  experiments.  The  mode  of  inclining  a  prism  of  a  greater 
density,  until  it  caused  the  image  of  a  right  line,  viewed  through  it 
aad  iU  conjunction  with  a  prism  of  smaller  density,  to  be  colour- 
less, wuuid  be  a  very  good  one,  provided  that  the  apparatus  were 
fo  <•  ranged,  that  the  rays  should  be  perpendicular  to  the  common 
surface  of  the  prisms;  but  even  then  Dr.  Brewster's  mode  of  cal- 
culation would  be  oidy  applicable  to  prisms  with  very  small  re- 
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fracting  angles*  In  the  only  experiment  which  is  related  with 
precision  (p.  306)>the  result  implies  an  impossibility :  for  if  we  trace 
a  ray  of  light  through  its  intricate  progress  from  the  water  to  the 
glass,  the  angle  of  incidence  upon  the  last  surface  will  come  out 
4 1°  5',  while  the  utmost  obliquity,  at  which  it  could  have  been  trans* 
mitted  is  58°  14',  consequently  the  index  of  refraction  assigned  to 
the  prism,  1.6 1 6,  must  be  extremely  erroneous,  if  the  angular  mea- 
surements were  correct.  And  since  various  errors  of  this  kind 
may  have  affected  the  different  results  in  different  degrees,  we 
cannot  depend  on  the  tables,  even  for  the  order  of  the  different 
dispersive  powers. 

Dr.  Brewster  appears,  however,  to  have  been  more  successfnl  in 
confirming  and  extending  the  observations  of  Dr.  Blair  on  the 
different  proportions  in  which  the  prismatic  spectrum  is  divided, 
according  to  the  diversity  of  the  sdbstance^  which  afford  it.  He 
has  shown  very  clearly,  both  from  theory  and  by  experiment,  that 
the  violet  rays  must  be  proportionally  more  expanded  by  a  prism 
with  a  large  angle  than  by  a  smaller  one  of  the  same  substance;- 
while  he  has  found,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  smaller  prism  of  £| 
more  dispersive  substance  almost  always  expands  the  violet  ray» 
more  than  a  larger  prism  of  a  less  dispersive  substance;  and  that 
when  two  such  prisms  are  combined,  they  exhibit  a  green  fringe  in 
the  usual  place  of  the  red,  and  a  *  wine  coloured'  fringe  in  that  of 
the  violet.  The  substances  most  expansive  of  the  violet  are  oil  of 
cassia  and  sulfur;  the  least  expansive,  sulfuric  acid  and  water, 
although  water  has  not  quite  so  low  a  dispersive  power  as  fluor 
spar.  It  seems  to  follow  from  Dr.  Brewster's  estimate,  that  the 
proportions  of  2  red,  3  green,  4  blue,  and  ^violet,  which  are 
nearly  those  of  Dr.  Wollaston's  determination,  are  changed,  when 
sulfuric  acid  is  employed,  at  least  as  much  as  to  4  red,  3  green, 
3  blue,  and  2  violet;,  but  we  feel  great  difficulty  in  believii^  that 
so  great  a  variation  as  this  could  have  escaped  the  notice  ol  Xny 
attentive  observer.  We  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  Dr.  Brew- 
ster continues  to  pursue  his  ingenious  investigations,  he  will  by 
degrees  acquire  a  habit  of  introducing  greater  accuracy  into  his 
measurements,  and  what  is  of  still  more  importance,  more  naathe- 
inatical  neatness  into  his  calculations ;  and,  with  these  improve^ 
ments,  we  doubt  not  that  his  future  labours  may  be  productive  of 
material  benefit  to  those  departments  of  physical  science  which 
have  engaged  his  attention. 
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Aet.  IV.    Letters  on  the  Nicobar  Islands..    8vo.  pp.  64.    Lon- 
don.    1813. 

nPHIS  little  book  is  another  proof  of  the  zeal  with  which  the 
-*•  Moravian  missionaries  have  laboured  in  the  vineyard ;  even 
when  Iheir  benevolent  exertions  have  produced  no  other  fruity  they 
have  contributed  to  our  knowledge  of  remote  countries  and  savage 
tribes. 

The  Nicobar  islands  are  a  small  cluster  situated  at  ihe  entrance 
of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  Navarrete  says  that  there  is  a  spring  in  one 
of  them  which  gijds  iron,  copper,  and  wood ;  but  he  knew  not 
whether  the  gilding  were  permanent.  If  this  account  have  any 
foundation  in  truth,  it  seems  to  indicate  good  copper  mines.  Such 
a  report  was  easily  improved.  The  Portugueze  assured  Gemelli 
Carreri,  that  this  water  had  the  property  of  transmuting  iron  into 
gold ;  and  that  the  Dutch,  ambitious  of  possessing  a  country  where 
nature  thus  effected  what  the  alchemists  of  Europe  had  so  long  la- 
boured in  vain  to  discover,  endeavoured  to  conquer  it ;  but  lost 
about  eight  hundred  men  in  the  attempt.  If  the  Dutch  made  such 
an  attempt  they  have  not  recorded  it ;  at  least  we  have  sought  in 
vain  for  any  notice  of  it  in  the  great  historian  of  their  exploits  and 
discoveries  in  the  east.  Long  since  the  days  of  Jason  and  the  golden 
fleece,  wilder  expeditions  have  been  undertaken.  Juan  Ponce  de 
Leon,  the  discoverer  of  Florida,  sent  a  ship  in  search  of  the  island 
of  Bimini,  where  the  Spanish  conquerors  as  well  as  the  Indians 
firmly  believed  there  was  a  fountain  which  possessed  the  virtue  of 
Medea^s  kettle,  and  restored  to  youth  whoever  bathed  in  it.  The 
Indians  of  Cuba  mad^  a  voyage  to  Florida,  in  quest  of  a  river 
of  the  same  marvellous  quality.  But  ike  most  remarkable  of  all 
voyages  of  discovery  was  that  which  the  kings  of  the  Maldives  re- 
peat^ly  undertook  to  a  certain  island  called  PoUovoys,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attempting  its  conquest  from  no  less  a  personage  than  the 
devil ;  not  metaphorically,  by  a  spiritual  warfare  like  that  of  the 
missionaries :  they  believed  that  the  devil  was  in  actual  possession 
of  the  idand;  and  they  sent  an  expedition  of  conjurors  to  propose 
terms  to  him,  and  negociate  for  a  cession  on  his  part. 

There  may  have  been  another  motive  for  ttie  Dutch  expedition, 
if  it  were  really  made.  The  two  largest  islands  Nancauwery  (from 
which  the  whole  group  is  sometimes  denominated)  and  Comarty 
jjform  a  harbour  which  is  sheltered  to  the  westward  by  the  island  of 
Katsoll,  and  to  the  east  by  Trikut,  a  long,  narrow,  flat  island, 
abounding  with  cocoa  trees.  Both  entrances  have  a  clear  deep 
channel,  through  which  the  largest  ships  may  pass,  both  vrith  a 
N.  E.  and  §.  W.  monsoop:  die  harbour  is  capacious  and  excel- 
•  lent; 
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lent ;  Mr.  Fontana  says  it  is  one  of  the  safest  in  India.  Ships 
may  ride  there  in  perfect  security  about  half  a  mile  from  shore, 
sheltered  from  all  winds.  This  natural  advantage  did  not  however 
induce  the  Dutch  to  make  a  second  attempt^  and  the  next  adventu* 
rers  who  tried  their  fortune  in  the  Nicobars,  were  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character.  In  J7 1 1 ,  P.  Faure,  a  Jesuit^  and  P.  Bannet  hi* 
companion,  were  lauded  here  with  a  sack  of  rice,  and  their  reti- 

Sious  utensils  in  a  little  box.  As  soon  as  they  were  set  on  shore 
ley  knelt  and  prayed,  and  kissed  tlie  earth,  -pou?'  en  prendre  pos- 
session au  nom  de  Jesus  Christ,  says  the  editor  of  the  Lettres 
£d»fiantes.  ^ 

In  1736,  the  Danes  from  Tranquebar  attempted  to  form  a  com* 
mercial  settlement  here, .  and  in  that  spirit  of  gratuitous  innovation, 
of  which  geographers  so  often  have  cau3e  to  complain,  they  new 
,  named  the  group,  after  the  reigning  king^  the  Frederic  Islands ; 
and  Kar-Nicobar,  on  which  their  settlement  was  placed,  New 
Denmark.  The  court  of  Copenhagen  was  at  that  time  distin-^ 
guished  by  a  spirit  of  literary  and  reUgious  zeal ;  and  the  Ordinary 
of  the  Moravians  (or  United  Brethren  as 'they  call  themselves)  was 
officially  informed  that  it  would  give  the  king  singular  pleasure  if 
some  brothers  would  settle  on  these  islands,  and  endeavour  to  bring 
the  inhabitants  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  The  invitation  was 
readily  accepted  \)y  a  society  of  whom  it  may  truly  be  said,  that 
they  possess  the  zeal  of  the  Jesuits,  unalloyed  by  any  worldly  mo- 
tives. While  they  were  preparing  to  send  out  their  colony,  tidings 
arrived  that  the  settlement  had  been  given  up,  almost  all  the 
colonists  having  fallen  victims  to  the  climate..  Disheartening  as 
this  was,  the  brethren  informed  the  government  that  they  were 
still  willing  to  undertake  the  mission,  but  that  as  it  would  be  neither 
advisable  nor  feasible  to  settle  a  colony  in  so  distant  and  wild 
a  counti7  immediately  from  Europe,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  previously  have  an  establishment  at  Tranquebar,  in  order  to 
support  the  mission  in  the  islands  from  thence.  There  were  no 
persons  in  Denmark  who  thought  that  the  Hindoos  might  as  well 
worship  Jaganaut  as  Christ,  and  that  Christianity  was  not  calculated 
for  the  latitude  of  India :  the  Danish  Asiatic  Company  therefore 
granted  them  a  settlement,  with  permission  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  heathen,  and  to  embody  them  into  the  christian  church  by  bap- 
tism, according  to  the  laudable  example  of  their  brethren  in  Green* 
land  and  the  West  Indies. 

The  colony  arrived  at  Tranquebar  in  1760,  carrying  with  it  those 
orderly  and  industrious  habits  which  have  made  the  Moravians  re- 
spected wherever  they  are  known.  Their  artificers  and  their  physi- 
cian found  abundant  employment;  they  cultivated  the  laniJ^ith 
success,  and  excited  much  surprise  by  planting  a  vineyard.     Sujch 
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indeed  was  the  good  repute  which  they  obtained  while  waiting  there 
for  an  opportunity  to  begin  their  settlement  in^  the  Nicobars,  that 
their  historian  Crantz  assures  us  the  English  governor  of  Bengal 
M^ished  them  to  foi*m  an  establishment  at  Chatigan  on  the  Ganges^ 
but  they  did  not  think  it  right  to  change  their  original  purpose.  lu 
]  768,  the  Danish  government  made  a  second  attempt  at  settling  in 
the  islands ;  six  brethren  accompanied  the  establishment,  and  fixed 
their  residence  in  Nancauwery.  The  same  deadly  climate  which 
had  fnistrated  the  former  attempt,  proved  fatal  to  this.  The  ser- 
vants and  soldiers  of  the  company  died  so  fast  that,  in  the  year 
1771,  two  Europeans  and  four  Malabars  were  all  who  survived. 
The  missionaries  had  not  suffered  in  equal  proportion ;  their  tem- 
perance probably  rendered  them  less  susceptible  of  the  diseases  of . 
-the  country,  yet  they  lost  a  third  of  their  number.  The  commer- 
cial settlement  was  now,  as  might  be  expected,  finally  abandoned^ 
hut  the  brethren  persevered  under  the  most  difficult  and  dishearten- 
ing circumstances.  They  were  even  dependent  for  subsistence  upon 
supplies  from  Tranquebar.  An  Englishman,  by  name  Hoi  ford, 
who  resided  in  that  city,  rendered  the  Moravians  the  most  essential 
service,  by  joining  them  for  several  years  in  chartering  a  small 
vessel,  which  carried  out  necessaries  for  the  mission,  and  returned 
with  produce  ;  the  sale  whereof  however  fell  far  short  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  outfit.  A  French  privateer  searched  one  of  their 
ships ;  a  few  old  English  newspapers  were  found  in  a  trunk  belong- 
ing to  an  English  gentleman  on  board,  who  had  escaped  from 
Hyder-ally, — and  this,  says  M.  Haensel,  was  pretence  sufficient  for 
a  Frenchman  to  seize  upon  a  neutral  Danish  vessel !  It  reduced  the 
missionaries  to  the  greatest  immediate  distress,  nor  were  tliey  ever 
able  to  obtain  restitution.  The  mission  was  continued  till  1787; 
the  expense  of  life  and  money  which  it  required  was  then  properly 
thought  too  great  to  be  afforded  longer ;  and  its  only  fruits  are  to 
be  found  in  the  little  book  before  us, — the  recollections  of  the  last 
surviving  missionary,  John  Gottfried  Haensel.  We  are  indebted 
for  it  to  the  venerable  Mr.  Latrobe,  to  whom  literature,  as  well  as 
his  own  community,  is  beholden  for  many  and  useful  services.  In 
consequence  of  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  concerning  the 
mission,  he  prevailed  on  Mr.  Haensel  to  embody  and  preserve 
the  knowledge  which  had  been  so  dearly  purchased ;  and  this  trans- 
lation of  Mr.  HaenseFs  original  letters  is  his  work.  By  combining 
the  information  here  contained  with  that  \vhich  other  writers  have 
communicated,  a  connected  view  may  be  given  of  the  state  of  these 
islands. 

The  fullest  accounts  are  those  which  have  been  givert  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Fontana,  and  lieutenant  Colebrooke,  in  the  Asiatic 
IResearfrhes.    There  is  little  to  he  found  in  earlier  writers^  and  that 
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little  at  first  sight  seems  fabulous.  Navarrete  describes  the  natives 
as  almost  black,  with  red  hair,  which  he  naturally  observes  is  very 
remarkable,  es  cosa  bien  particular;  and  he  adds  that  they  are 
cannibals.  The  present  race  of  inhabitants  are  certainly  among 
the  gentlest  and  most  humane  of  all  savage  tribes^  yet  his  account 
is  perhaps  not  so  erroneous  as  it  appears. 

The  Andaman  islands,  the  nearest  group  to  the  Nicobars,  are 
inhabited  by  a  fierce  and  intractable  race  of  black  cannibals,  from 
whose  coast  no  shipwrecked  mariner  has  ever  returned.  They  are 
said  to  be  descended  from  some  Mozambique  negroes,  wrecked 
there  in  a  Portugueze  ship  early  in  the  sixteenth  century.  If  this 
account  of  their  origin  be  authentic,  they  may  have  acquired  the 
habit  of  eating  human  flesh  as  they  fell  into  wilder  habits  of  life ; 
or  they  may  have  brought  it  with  them,  if  any  of  them,  which  would 
be  not  unlikely,  belonged  to  the  execrable  hordes  of  the  Giagas. 
Lieutenant  Colebrooke*  however  questions  the  authenticity  of  the 
tradition,  not  having  been  able  to  discover  in  what  early  author  it 
is  noticed.  The  colour  and  the  'woolly  hair  of  the  Andaman 
islanders  may  refer  as  probably  to  an  Australasian  as  to  an  African 
origin.  The  natives  of  Fapua  are  black,  and  woolly-haired,  and  both 
Sonnini  and  Rochon  tell  us  that  they  use  a  powder  which  makes  the 
hair  appear  of  a  fiery  red.  Now  the  cannibal  race  in  the  Nicobara 
may  easily  be  believed  to  have  come  from  the  nearest  group,  and  if 
they  retained  the  customs  and  fashions  of  their  ancestors,  upon  this 
supposition,  Navarrete's  account  would  be  as  true  in  all  its  parts,  as 
it  appears  erroneous.  At  present  the  inhabitants  of  the  two 
groups  are  hostile  to  each  other,  and  Captain  Hamilton  tells  us  that 
in  his  time,  (the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,)  the  fiercer  tribe 
used  annually  to  invade  their  neighbours.  One  singular  custom 
seems  to  imply  a  connection  between  them  at  some  former  time : 
both  preserve  the  skulls  of  wild  boars  in  their  houses ;  Mr.  Fontana 
says  that  in  the  Nicobars  they  form  the  most  valuable  article  of 
furniture,  and  Lieutenant  Colebrooke  observes  that  theAndamaners 
suspend  them  fronv  the  roofs.  This  custom,  for  which  no  reason 
is  assigned,  must  ori^nate  in  some  superstition,  and  that  supersti- 
tion must  have  been  common  to  both  people. 

The  Nicobars  are  said  by  Mr.  Hamilton  to  have  been  peopled 
from  Pegu ;  persons,  he  says,  who  are  acquainted  with  both  lan- 
guages, recognize  a  great  resemblance.  Dr.  Leyden  could  per- 
ceive little  or  no  connection  in  the  short  vocabulary  which  Mr. 
Fontana  has  given ;  but  he  did  not  notice  Mr.  Hamilton's  obser- 
vation, that  the  words  are  pronounced  with  a  kind  of  stop  or  catch 
in  the  throat,  at  every  syllable.     This,  which  the  traveller  considers 

•  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  iv.  8vo  edition,  p.  405. 
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to  be  a  mode  of  syllabic  speaking,  (like  the  syllabic  reading  of  the 
Madras  schools,)  seems  rather  to  imply  that  the  language  is  mono* 
syllabic,  and  the  people,  according  to  Dr.  Leyden's  classification, 
of  Indo-Chinese  race.  The  proof  therefore  of  their  extraction 
from  Pegu,  may  perhaps  be  in  their  language,  though  certainly 
there  is  nothing  in  their  manners  to  support  it.  The  Moravians 
made  little  progress  in  the  native  tongue,  and  communicate  nothing 
concerning  it.  Mr.  Haensel  complains  not  of  the  usual  difBculty, 
that  confluent  pronunciation  which  all  persons  perceive  in  a  lan- 
guage with  which  they  are  imperfectly  acquainted,  and  which 
renders  it  so  arduous  a  task  to  analyse  a  savage  dialect  into  its  con- 
stituent parts, — but  that  the  people  were  too  lazy  to  talk,  and  too 
fond  of  betel  to  articulate:  words  they  seemed  to  think  a  trouble- 
some eflFort,  where  a  sign  could  answer  the  purpose,  and  when  they 
spoke,  the  betel  rendered  their  speech  so  indistinct,  that  one 
sputtering  sound  could  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  another. 
The  necessity  of  acquiring  the  native  tongue  was  less  urgent,  be- 
cause the  corrupt  Portugueze  which  ^passes  current  in  India,  was 
understood  there.  Mr.  Hamilton  accounts  for  this  by  the  frequent 
intercourse  of  the  islanders  with  the  Portugueze ;  but  during  the  last 
hundred  and  fifty  years  they  roust  have  had  more  intercourse  with 
Dutch,  English,  French,  and  Danes ;  and  the  language  of  the  first 
European  conquerors  in  India  has  more  probably  remained  there 
since  the  sixteenth  century,  when  the  Portugueze  traded  with  many 
countries,  which  have  since  that  time  been  neglected.  No  other 
traces  of  their  intercourse  remain.  The  natives  indeed  seem  rather 
to  be  retrograde  than  progressive.  They  had  acquired  a  little 
skill  in  pottery,  one  of  the  first  arts  which  savages  attain,  but  some 
chance  maladies  caiTied  off  several  of  the  persons  who  were  thus 
employed,  and  the  manufacture  was  immediately  given  up  as  un- 
lucky. Some  of  their  customs  also  tQud  to  reduce  them  to  a  more 
savage  state  than  that  in  which  they  exist  at  present.  Every 
moveable  thing,  living  or  dead,  which  a  man  possessed,  is  buried 
widi  him.  *  In  one  view,'  says  Mr.  Hamilton,  *  this  is  an  excellent 
custom,  seeing  it  prevents  all  disputes  about  the  property  of  the 
deceased  among  his  relations :'  but  a  few  broken  heads  would  be 
a  less  evil  than  diis  continual  destruction  of  property  and  live  stock. 
Some  law  of  succession  is  coeval  with  property,  and  the  practice 
originates  in  superstition,  not  in  any  design  of  preventing  quarrels. 
A  cocoa  tree  also  is  cut  down  for  every  person  that  dies,  instead  of 
being  planted  for  every  child  that  is  bom !  Like  most  savages, 
they  strive  to  forget  the  dead,  and  therefore  destroy  what  has  be- 
longed to  them ;  the  name  of  the  deceased  is  never  mentioned, 
even  if  it  be  repeatedly  asked :  all  memory  of  their  ancestors  is 
thus  precluded,  and  tradition  can  scarcely  exist  among  them. 
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These  superstitions  ate  unfavourable  to  every  improvement.  It 
Is  among  the  priests  |hat  ciyilization  must  always  begin,  unless  it 
be  superinduced  by'  conquerors  or  missionaries ;  so  long  therefore 
as  the  priests  are  mere  knaves  and  jugglers,  so  long  must  the  people 
continue  savages.  One  writer  says  of  tb^se  islanders,  that  they 
have  no  notion  of  a  God,  but  that  they  believe  firmly  in  the  devil, 
and  worship  him  from  fear.  They  believe  in  a  superior  being  for 
whom  they  have  no  name,  simply  using  the  word  KnalleUf  which 
signifies  above,  or  on  high ; — they  believe  that  this  being  is  good 
and  will  not  hurt  them,  but  wherein  his  goodness  consists,  says 
Mr.  Haensel,  they  neither  have,  nor  seem  to  wish  to  have,  any 
understanding,  nor  ever  trouble  themselves  about  him?  When  the 
missionaries  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of  their  sinfulness  and 
the  necessity  of  redemption,  they  w^ere  opposed  by  a  singular  opi- 
nion ;  the  islanders  insisted  that  they  were  good  by  nature,  and 
never  did  any  thing  wrong ;  and  for  the  trdth  of  this  latter  assertion 
they  appealed  confidently  to  the  missionaries  themselves.  It  was 
founded  upon  a  notion  which  reconciled  this  complacent  belief  in 
tlieir  own  original  goodness  with  any  crimes  they  might  think  pro- 
per ^to  commit.  Tbe  world,  they  affirm,  was  not  made  by  him  who 
is  above,  but  by  the  Eewee,  whom  the  missionaries  readily  idei\tify 
with  Satan ;  and  whenever  any  thing  wrong  is  committed  by  them, 
they  chaise  it  upou  the  Eewee,  and  acquit  themselves  as  being 
mere}  and  therefore  i'rresponsible,  agents. 

All  diseases  which  baffle  their  modes  of  cure  are  accounted  for 
by  possession.  Exorcism  of  course  becomes  the  remedy, — and 
instead  of  laying  the  devil  in  the  Red  Sea,  they  put  him  afloat 
upon  a  little  raft  decorated  for  that  purpose,  tow  him  out  to 
»ea  ^d  turn  him  adrift,  in  the  belief  that  if  he  be  not  driven  on 
chore  within  three  days,  he  must  die:  but  as  it  is  perfectly  well 
understood  that  wherever  he  lands  he  will  continue  his  practices, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  coast  where  the  raft  happens  to 
be  stranded,  resent  the  unwelcome  importation  by  sending  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  village  from  whence  the  devil  was  shipped  off.  A  day 
of  battle  is  appointed,  and  by  a  whimsical  arrangement,  this  battle 
serves  to  compound  all  private  quarrels,  and  terminates  litigation 
more  effectually  than  a  court  of  law.  Champions  are  chosen  on 
Jboth  sides  to  belabour  each  other  upon  the  affair  of  the  devil,  and 
notice  is  given  that  all  who  wish  to  have  their  disputes  settled, 
may  take  this  opportunity.  The  causes  usually  to  be  decided 
are  cases  of  theft,  crim.  con.  and  such  other  offences  as  occur 
)among  a  rude,  but  not  a  ferocious  people.  The  business  is  con- 
ducted with  due  solemnity;  the  captains  or  foremen  of  all  the 
neighbouring  villages  are  present,  and  inspect  the  long  sticks,  which 
are  the  only  weapons  used  in  their  judicial  combats,    Oo«  combat 
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at  a  tifHe  is  decided ;  the  two  champions  if  it  be  the  devil's  affair, 
or  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  a  private  plea,  enter  the  lists,  and 
lay  on  upon  each  other's  back  and  head,  till  one  of  them  cries  *hold, 
enough  !'^ — in  this  manner  all  parties  get  well  thrashed,  he  who  gives 
in  is  past  in  his  suit,  and  Mr.  Haensel  assures  us  that  peace  is  re^ 
stored,  all  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  justice  of  the  decision. 
Satisfied  ihey  may  be  that  it  is  without  appeal,  but  the  injured  man 
who  is  beaten,  and  believes  the  decision  to  be  judicial,  must  in 
strict  reasoning  ascribe  it  to  the  Eewee;  and  the  worst  effect 
which  results  from  this  cudgel-work  is,  that  k  must  confirm  the 
opinion  that  the  affairs  of  this  world  are  governed  by  a  capricious  or 
evil  being. 

Of  their  other  superstitions  little  is  known.  Mr.  Fontana  ob- 
served that  at  the  change  of  the  moon  they  decorate  their  hats  with 
palm  branches  and  festoons  made  of  slips  of  plantain  leaves ;  their 
persons  are  ornamented  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  day  is  spent  in 
singing,  dancing,  and  drunkenness.  This  indicates  a  kind  of  lunar 
worship,  which  indeed  the  old  Jesuit  missionaries  expressly  im- 
pute to  them.  During  an  eclipse,  they  beat  all  their  gongs  with  the 
utmost  violence,  and  hurl  their  spears  into  the  air,  to  frighten,  away 
the  demon  who  is  devouring  the  celestial  body :  no  superstitious 
notion  seems  to  be  so  widely  prevalent  as  this ;  it  is  found  among 
the  savages  of  America  and  Africa,  as  well  as  in  Asia,  and  wherever 
It  exists,  the  same  practice  accompanies  it. 

The  most  hideous  of  their  ceremonies  is  an  annual  feast  of 
the  dead.  They  dig  the  skulls  out  of  all  the  graves,  a  stake  being 
planted  in  each  exactly  over  the  head  of  the  corpse,  to  shoMf 
where  it  lies ;  this  oflSpe  is  performed  by  the  women  who  are 
nearest  of  kin  to  the  deceased:  they  scrape  off  the  flesh  if  it  be 
not  consumed,  wash  the  bones  with  the  milk  of  fresh  cocoa 
nuts,  and  rub  them  with  saffron;  they  then  wrap  the  skull  in  iievr 
cloth;  replace  it  in  the  grave,  and  replant  the  stake,  which  is  hung 
with  trappings  in  honour  of  the  dead.  The  whole  night  is  spent  in 
these  horrid  rites;  in  the  morning  they  sacrifice  hogs,  and  smear 
themselves  with  the  blood,  and  some  among  them  eat  the  flesh  raw* 
A  more  loathsome  feast  of  the  dead  is  celebrated  among  some  of 
the  North  American  tribes,  and  a  more  dreadful  ceremony  of 
*  watering  the  graves*  among  the  atrocious  barbarians  of  western 
Africa.  Their  jugglers  are  cklied  paters,  an  appellation  manifestly 
borrowed  from  the  Portugueze  missionaries.  They  are  knaves, 
who,  being  as  expert  in  slight-of-hand  as  the  performers  in  India, 
make  a  more  profitable  exhibition  by  acting  as  physicians,  and 
professing  that  their  art  is  miraculous.  This  kind  of  roguery 
leads  to  the  deepest  guilt.  When  their  common  mummery  fails, 
which  necessarily  happens  whenever  the  disease  is  too  violent  to  be 
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cured  by  imagination^  the  juggler,  to  save  his  owb  credit,  protests 
that  some  person  has  by  witchcraft  sacked  all  the  power  of  healing 
out  of  the  patient's  body.  His  next  business  is  to  discover  the  , 
culprit,  and  woe  be  to  those  who  have  offended  him,  for  the  wretch 
upon  whom  he  thinks  proper  to  fix,  is  without  farther  inquiry  put 
to  death ! 

This  is  the  only  case  in  which  the  Nicobarmen  discover  any 
trace  of  ferocity.  It  is  not  indeed  without  some  share  of  reason 
that  they  say  they  are  good  by  nature,  for  a  better-natured  or  more 
inoffensive  people  are  no  where  to  be  found.  The  Moravians  say 
of  them  that  they  were  always  ready  to  do  a  kind  action  to  their 
friends,  and  that  their  dispositions  were  generally  gentle,  except 
when  jealousy,  or  other  provocations  roused  them>  and  then  the 
Danish  soldiers  experienced  that  they  knew  how  to  revenge  them- 
selves. Tlie  missionaries  found  them  uniformly  peaceable^  gene- 
rous, and  affectionate. 

*  We  used/  says  Mr.  Haensel,  *  to  buy  of  them  what  we  wanted,  and 
pay  with  tobacco,  the  common  medium.  Even  when  they  had  nothing 
to  sell  they  would  come  and  fetch  their  portion  of  tobacco,  which  we 
never  refused  them  as  long  as  we  had  any,  till  by  the  non-arrival  of  the 
ship  we  were  left  entirely  without  it.  We  therefore  told  the  captain  of 
the  village,  that  as  we  had  no  more  tobacco  the  people  need  not  bring  us 
any  more  provisions,  for  we  had  nothing  to  give  in  exchange.  The  cap- 
tain did  as  we  desired,  yet  on  the  very  next  day  we  were  supplied  more 
plentifully  than  ever  with  the  things  we  wanted.  They  would  not  even 
wa^t  for  pay,  but  hung  up  their  fruit  and  meat  about  the  house  and 
Went  away.  We  called  after  them  and  told  them  how  we  were  situated. 
Their  answer  was,  when  you  had  plenty  of  tobacco  you  gave  us  as  mudh 
as  you  could  spare ;  now  though  you  nave  got  no  more  of  it,  we  have 
provisions  enough,  and  you  shall  have  as  much  as  you  want,  as  long  as 
we  have  dny,  till  you  get  more  tobacco.  This  promise  they  most  faith- 
fully performed.' 

Nothing  can  be  more  simple  than  their  state  of  society,  which 
indeed  differs  only  in  the  sli^test  possible  degree  from  perfect 
savage  independence.  No  person  acknowledges  any  controul ;  there 
are  however  in  evei7  village  men  who  claim  the  rank  of  captain  or 
omjah^  as  being  cleverer  than  their  neighbours,  and  one  of  them  it 
acknowledged  as  the  omjah  karruy  or  great  master  of  the  house. 
The  only  privilege  which  this  confers  is,  that  when  a  ship  arrives 
he  is  entitled  to  go  first  on  board,  and  make  the  bai^ain  if  they 
have  ady  thing  to  barter.  They  are  commonly  good-natured  men^ 
disposed  to  make  and  preserve  peace  among  the  common  people; 
and  it  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  peaceable  disposition  of  these 
islanders,  and  of  their  docility,  that  rank  among  them,  such  as  it  is, 
is  yielded  to  intellectual  and  not  to  bodily  powers.  Mr.  Fontana 
asserts  that  there  are  casts  among  the  natives;  no  other  writer  hints 
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at  thisy  and  though  the  silence  of  many  can  rarely  be  allowed  to 
weigh  against  the  testimony  of  one,  the  existence  of  such  an  instt^ 
tution  appears  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  rudeness^  poverty^ 
and  scanty  population  of  the  Nicobars.  Adultery^  according  td 
thift  gentleman,  where  it  involves  breach  of  cast,  is  punished  in  the 
women  by  repudiation  and  infamy,  and  sometimes  with  deadi ;  Init 
it  is  common  for  men  of  the  same  cast  to  exchange  wives  for  a 
time,  and  the  accommodation  is  legalized  by  the  ceremony  of 
giving  a  leaf  of  tobacco  in  public.  It  id  rematkable  that  th&ce 
should  be  any  punishment  for  this  crime  where  marriage  is  dis^ 
solved  whenever  the  parties  think  proper,  and  where  those  dksolate 
manners  prevail  which  plenty  and  idleness  never  fail  to  produce^ 
in  consequence  of  that  dissoluteness  the  men  are  shortlived,  f6w 
are  to  be  seen  above  fifty.  The  women  live  much  longer;  but 
one  who  bears  three  children  is.  esteemed  fruitful*  This  can- 
not be  accounted  for  by  the  hardships  which  they  endure,  for^ 
though,  as  is  too  often  the  case  among  savages,  they  are  the  only 
cultivators  of  tKe  ground,  little  cultivation  is  required  in  a  country  " 
where  the  cocoa  tr6e  grows,  and  which  has  a  bread-fruit.  The 
natives  call  the  tree  which  produces  this  food  leram,  the  Portu-v 
gueze  mellori;  it  is  described  and  well  represented  in  the  third* 
volume  of  the  Asiatic  Researches.  Four  of  the  plants  bid  been 
brought  from  Nicobar,  and  seemed  at  that  time  to  be  itourishing- 
in  the  Company^s  botanical  garden  at  Calcutta.  '  A  fruit,'  says  Sir 
William  Jones,  *  weighing  twenty  or  thirty  pounds,  and  containing 
a  farinaceous  substance  both  palatable  and  nutritive  in  a  high 
degree,  would  perhaps,  if  it  were  common  in  these  pi'ovtndes,  tor 
ever  secure  the  natives  of  them  from  famine.' 

The  villages  are  small,  generally  built  upon  the  beach>  and  con* 
sisting  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  nouses  of  that  construction  which 
is  common  in  the  Malay  countries.  They  are  raised  six  feet  or 
more  from  the  ground  upon  pi)lars;  this  mode  of  building  must 
have  originated  in  a  swampy  country,  or  one  liable  to  inundations. 
It  has  the  advantage  of  keeping  the  houses  free  from  mts  and 
snakes ;  the  more  effectually  to  guard  against  these  visitors,  the 
pillars  are  bound  round  with  a  smooth  leaf,  and  should  they  suc- 
ceed in  mounting  this,  their  further  progress  is  stopt  by  a  broad 
piece  of  wood  near  the  top.  The  houses  are  round,  and  have  the 
appearance  of  Brobdignag  beehives.  They  are  spacious,  and 
generally  contain  more  than  one  family,  all  herded  together ;  parents 
and  children,  guests,  young  and  old,  lying  naked  on  the  floor,  with 
notlnng  iinder  them  but  a  ketfaty  the  leaf  df  a  species  of  palm. 
Wherever  savages  are  thus  gi-egarious,  habits  of  early  debaudiery 
inevitably  arise.  The  flooring,  which  is  usQally  made  of  split  bam^ 
boos,  is  open  enough  for  the  admission  of  light  and  air ;  and  iu  tbo$e 
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bays  and  inlets  v4iicfa  are  sheltered  from  tbe'sutf^  tbi^  build  near  * 
the  margin  of  the  water  that  the  tide  may  ik)w  undev  i^  and  wagk 
away  the  filth  of  the  household  which  collects  beh>w.  These  vil- 
lagesy  placed  in  thick  cocoa  groves,  are  seldom  seen  at  a  distance^: 
Poles  tWefoje  of  a  great  height  are  planted  in  front  of  them  a  Uule 
way  in  the  watei*,  and  hung  like  tnay-polea,  with  ttifts  of  grass,  or 
strips  of  barky  to  serve  as  huidcnarks  for  the  fiahermem  A  high 
pole  which  is  erected  in  every  village  with  long  peudavkAs  of  grpondL 
rattauB^  add  which  b^a  the  reputation  of  serving  as  a  scaiie-devi]^ 
may  perhaps  be  intended  also  for  this  wiser  purpose. 
'  lilie  men^  wear  no  other  clothing  than  a  narrow  piec^  o#  c]Qth> 
about  three  yards  long^  which  is  wrapt  twice  round  the  wai3l>  aed 
being  past  betweeai  the  legs,  and  through  the  girth  bebmd» 
dirags  after  them.  These  are  the  talk  which  Kioping  saw>  which; 
Linneeus  was  inclined  too  readyy  to  beUeve,  and  for  which,  in> 
becoming  deference  to  bis  opinion,  Mr,  Fontana  sought  in  vain,  w% 
bmng  alue,  he  assures  us,  in  all  his  examinations  to  discover  ^  apy^ 
sort  of  projection  whatever  on  the  os  coccygis  of  either  sexi !'  Th» 
doth  is  drawn  so  tightly  between  the  legs  as  to  produce  a  degree 
1^  compression  there,  which  is  supposed  to  he  the  principal  caiis^ 
of  the  infecuncfity  of  the  inhabitants.  When  they  visit  siti^ng^s 
they  put  on  baits  and  old  clothes  which  Europeans  h^ve  given, 
2^  ia  which  they  fancy  themselves  as  fine  as  any  King  Tom  of  the^ 
gold  coast  in  a  fece  coat  from  Monmoudi*  street.  The  women 
xvhere  the  missionaries  d\%^lt,  w»ore  a  sort  of  cloth  apron,  which 
was  commonly  blue,  about  a  foot  wide,  and  hardly  reaching  to  the^ 
knees.  But  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Fontana  describe  a  soitt  of 
fleecy  petticoat  made  of  rushes  or  grass,  or  the  threads  of  the  cocoa 
bark, '  hanging  like  a  thatch.  De  Bry  has  represented  a  »milar 
covering  among  his  prints  of  the  Floridan  tribes,  but  he  has  dis* 
posed  it  more  in  the  costume  of  an  opera  dancer  than  of  a  savage^ 
They  are  an  ugly  race,*  their  eyes  Small  and  obliquely  cut,  with  a 
yellowish  hue  over  the  white,  their  ears  large,  probably  lei^theufsd 
by  art,  for  the  purpose  of  ornamenting  them  with  holes  iq  the 
lobes  large  enough  to  admit  a  man's  thumb.  They  improve  nature 
with  equal  taste  by  flattening  the  occiput  of  their  infants,  in  order 
that  the  hair  may  remain  close  to  the  head,  and  the  upper  fore 
teeth  be  as  prominent  as  possible.  With  all  this  pro^nsity  to 
deform  themselves,  they  have  not  the  fashion  of  disfiguring  them- 
selves with  any  kind  of  paint,  and  have  a  pleasure  in  personal 
eleaidiness,  priding  themselves  upon  dieir  fine  skin. 

The  mellory,  which  nature  has  provided  for  them  without  any 
rare  of  their  own,  is  their  chief  article  of  food.  They  have  also 
abundance  of  good  fruit,  and  several  good  roots.  Shell-fish  abound 
inpon  their  shores ;  and  they  allure  oth^  species  into  shallow  water 
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with  burning  straw,  and  then  harpoon  them  with  great  dexterity ; 
of  course  their  fishing  is  always  performed  at  night,  and  for  this: 
purpose  every  household  generally  possesses  two  or  three  boats; 
Mr.  Hamilton  asserts  that  all  their  domesltic  animals  are  fed  upon 
eocoa  nuts  and  sea  water^  and  that  upon  this  diet  their  hogs  become 
renlistrkably  fat.  He  says  also  that  the  people  themselves  never 
drink  water;  a  fact  which  would  delight  Dr.  Lambe  and  his 
anti-aquatic  disciples,  if  the  reason  for  this  singularity  were  not 
more  la  the  spirit  of  the  Highgate  oath  than  of  his  philosophy;  they 
Uke  the  milk  of  the  cocoa  nut  better,  and  the  fermented  liquor 
wiuch  they  make  from  the  tree,  best  of  all.  This  they  render  mor» 
intoxicatmg  by  sucking  it  slowly  through  a  straw,  thus,  as  Count; 
Rumford  would  say,  prolonging  the  pleasure  of  drinking.  After 
their  meals,  the  young  people  rise  up  and  dance,  and  the  old  forn^ 
a  circle  round  them  smoking  tobacco  and  drinking  their  soura^ 
The  dancers  are  tricked  out  with  leafy  ornaments,  and  "keep  time 
to  tlieir  own  singing.  Mr.  Fontana  describes  the  dance  as  slow, 
heavy,  and  inanimate;  men  and  women  form  a  circle  by  putting 
4heir  hands  on  each  other's  shoulders,  and  they  then-  move  slowly 
backward  and  forward,  inclinnig  sometimes  to  the  right  and  some- 
tiBies  to  the  left.  This  motion  is  accompanied  %  a  plaintive 
monotonous  tune;  their  mournful  low  voices,  he  says;  are  in  perfect 
unkoh  with  the  motion  of  their  bodies;  diey  have  no  instrument, 
and  the  whole  of  their  music  consistft  of  a  few  notes.  But  Mr. 
Hamilton^  whose  remarks  were  made  in  Kar^Nicobar,  found  the 
people  mope  musical,  and  says'^that  their  tiities  are  far  froifi  wanting 
harmony.  Tliere  they  have  tfie  simplest  of  all  stringed  instrupoents, 
a  hollow  bamboo  nearly  a  yard  in  length,  and  three  inches  in  dia^ 
meter;  a  single  string,  made  of  the  fibres  of  a  split  cane,  is  stretched 
along  the  outside  from  end  to  end,  and  the  place  under  it  is 
hollowed  a  little  to  prevent  it  from  touching.  It  is  used  like  a 
guitar,  and  limited  as  its  compass  must  needs  be,  the  writer  says 
that  the  performer  makes  it  speak  harmoniously. 

The  finest  and  most  valued  shells  are  found  upon  these  shores. 
Ambergris  also  is  found  there,  and  amber,  according  to  Duarte 
Barbosa,  the  original  of  whose  valuable  work,  after  having  been 
Jo^  nearly  three  centuries,  has  lately  been  brouglit  to  light  by  tht 
Royal  Academy  of  Lisbon.     The  mission  vias  in  great  part  sup- 

Eoifted  by  the  sale  of  shells,  and  such  other  specimens  of  natural 
istory  as  the  islands^  produced.  This  was  at  one  time  the  peculiar 
busine^  of  Mr.  Haensel,  and  though  he  was  no  naturali^,  his  re« 
collections  upon  these  subjects  are  d^e  most  interesting  part  of  his 
book.  It  often  happened  when  he  was  on  his  excursions  that  he 
was  benighted  at  some  distance  from  his  home ;  upon  such  occa* 
^ons  he  used  to  make  %  hole  in  the  fine  white  sand  of  which  the 
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beach  consists^  and  fihich  above  high  water  mark  is  perfecdy  clean 
and  dry ;  in  this  he  laid  himself,  and  heaping  part  of  what  he  threw^ 
out  as  a  pillow  for  his  head,  and  collecting  the  rest  over  him,  buried 
biuiself  in  it  up  to  the  neck  :  ^  many  a  comfortable  night*8  rest/ 
says  he,  ^  have  I  had  in  diese  sepulchral  dormitories^  when  the 
nights  were  clear  and  dr}.'  His  dog  lay  across  his'  body  reader  to 
give  the  alarm,  hut  there  was  no  danger ;  there  are  no  ravenoaa 
beasts  on  these  islands,  and  the  crocodiles  and  kaymans  never  haunt 
the  open  coast. 

Crocodiles  are  very  numerous  wherever  there  are  fresh  water 
lakes  and  streams.  They  are  of  t^vo  kinds — Ae  black  kayman,  and 
the  proper  crocodile :  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Haensel  was 
not  naturalist  enough  to  describe  the  distinction ;  the  former,  which. 
is  the  smaller,  is  fierce  and  rapacious;  the  latter  is  said  never  to 
attack  any  living  creatures^  but  only  to  devour  carrion ;  and  of 
the  truth  of  this  opinion  the  missionary  was  convinced  by  ocular 
proof.  He  was  walking  along  the  coast  at  Queda,  looking  at  a 
number  of  children  who  were  sporting  in  the  water,  when  he  saw 
a  lai^e  crocodile  proceeding  toward  tl^m  from  a  creek,  and  scream-^ 
ing  at  the  sight,  made  signs  to  some  Qiinese  to  go  to  their  assist^ 
ance.  I'be  Chinamen  laughed  at  his  fears,  and  he  presently  saw 
the  crocQfdile  playing  about  among  the  children/  while  they  diverted 
themselves  by  pretending  to  cbrive  him  away.  Certaiti  it  is  that  in 
India  now,  as  in  Egypt  formerly,  the  crocodile  is  tamed;  Is  it 
that  this  formidable  creature,  like  other  animals  of  sluggish  strength', 
may  be  sd  familiarized  to  man  that  it  may  safely  be  trusted  i  or  is 
there,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  natives^  and  indeed  as  seems 
more  probable,  a  disthict  species,  whose  instinct  is  to  prey  upon 
carrion  alone  f 

The  Danes  introduced  homed  cattle,  which,  after  the  colony 
was  abandoned,  ran  wild  in  the  woods,  and  multiplied  prodi- 
giously. The  cat,  which  is  called  cochin,  seems,  by  its  name,  to 
mdicate  from  whence  it  was  imported.  The  plague  of  serpents 
is  lessened  by  the  custom  of  setting  fire  to  the  long  grass  on  the 
mountains  twice  or  Uirice  a  year^  by  which  matiy  of  these  reptiles 
and  more  of  their  eggs  are  destroyed.  They  are,  however,  nume- 
rous and  deadly.  M.  Haensel  notices  one  as  singularly  shapsed  i 
it  is  green,  with  a  broad  head  and  mouth  like  a  frog;  the  eyes  very 
red,  and  the  bite  so  venemous  that  he  saw  a  woman  die  within  half 
an  hour  after  receiving  the  wound.  He  himself  recovered  in  a  re** 
markable  manner  from  the  bite  of  a  short  black  serpent,  with  a 
white  streak  down  its  back,  dividing  the  body  longitudinally.  The 
reptile,  which  was  a  young  one,  was  attemptmg  tp  get  through  tHe 
key  hole  when  he  opened  the  door,  and  was  twice  batten  bjr  it 
witlibut  discoverifig  by  what  the  wound  was  inflicted;  but  ihe  sen- 
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sation  was  that  of  a  sudden  pricking,  and  a  violent  electrical  shock 
^  if  he  were  sfHt  asunder;  and  from  thi^  sensation,  rathier  than 
from  its  appearance,  he  conceives  that  the  creature  is  called  th^ 
split-snake.  He  inymediatety  sucked  the  wound  till  no  more  hlood 
could  be  drawn  from  it,  then  bound  it  up  with  spirits  of  turpentine: 
i^  swelled  and  became  very  painful  during  the.  night,  but  no  worse 
tx)nsequences  foUoY^ed,  The  bite  of  this  snake  is  usually  fatal :  as 
liie  creature  was  so  wounded  by  turning  the  lock  tliat  it  was  found 
'dead  there  the  ne^t  morning,  it  might  possibly  make  a  slighter 
wound  than  usual,  but  the  missionar)''s  recovery  is  probably  owiug 
to  hi^  having  sucked  it  immediately.  In  some  parts  of  Brazil. the 
inhabitants  are  firmly  persuaded  tliat  the  bite  of  their  most  dan* 
gerous  serpents  may  be  cured,  if  the  wound  is  instantly  sucked  by  a 
person  who  has  his  mouth  half  full  of  tobacco  :  it  is  to  be  sucked 
with  great  force,  and  iof  a  considerable  time,  and  the  tobacco  is  then 
laid  on  the  orifice.''^  Mr.  Haensel  collected  above  eighty  different 
species  of  serpents  in  these  islands,  and  had  acquired  much  dexterity 
in  catching  them.  Being  well  booted  to  protect  his  legs,  he  used 
to  provoke  the  snake,  offer  his  hat  when  the  reptile  was  coiled 
ready  to  strike,  and  then  by  a  sudden  jerk  disarm  it  of  its  fangs  ^s 
soon  as  they  were  fixed.  But  great  care  is  requisite  in  refixing 
these  fangs  when  preparing  the  snake  as  a  speciiTien ;  even  long 
after  their  death  the  consequences  of  ^  scratch  are  dreadful,  and 
sometimes  fatal ;  many  instances  of  whic^h  caqie  un(|er  his  own  obr 
servation.  A  red  scorpion  is  fouud  here  much  larger  than  the 
common  species,^ and  said  to  be  extreniely  venepious. 

The  Nicobar  bats  are  perfect  harpies.  The  body  is  as  big  as 
that  of  a  common  cat,  and  the  outstretched  wings  measure  from 
five  to  six  feet  across  the  back.  They,  are  of  two  kinds — tlie  head 
of  one  somewhat  resembling  a  dog,  and  that  of  the  other  a  cat,  and 
Mr.  Haensel  says  that  the  one  makes  a  barking,  and  the  other  a 
mewing  noise  when  upon  the  wing.  The  mango  is  their  favourite 
food,  and  they  perch  awkwardly  upon  the  tree,  breaking  down  the 
smaller  branches  till  they  light  upon  such  as  are  able  to  bear  their 

'      '  ''■■■■  ■  ■  ■  II  !•  I      '  lilt 

*  The  most  remarkable  case  of  the  bite,  of  a  snake  being  successfully  treated  is  in 
the  eleventh  volume  of  the  Asiatic  JUscarches ;  for  the  patient  being  a  medical  map 
was  enabled  scientifically  to  observe  and  reason  upon  his  own  sensations.  He  took 
the  Spiritus  Ammoniie  Compositus  in  mnch  largci*  and  more  frequent  doses  than 
he  would  have  ventured  to  prescribe  for  any  other  person  in  a  similar  situation  ;  a  te4- 
spoonfuU  at  a  time  in  a  Madeira  glassful!  of  .water,  till  he  had  taken  thirteen  spoonsful!, 
or  a  wine-glassful!  of  the  medicine.  latterly  it  seemed  to  burn  his  throat  as  he  swal- 
lowed, but  he  could  scarcely  perceive  the  taste  of  the  first'dosc,  so  totally  gone  ^as  the 
nervous  sensibility  of  tiie  palate.  Tbe  bite  of  this  snake  excited  a  violent  action  of  the 
heart  and  arteries,  and  would  soon  have  produced  death  by  the  consequent  debility  if 
itl^ad  not  been  counteracted  by  this  powerful  stimulus.  We  have  mentioned  this  case 
because  this  jounial  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  many  who  have  not  seen'  it  recprdexl 
^sewheM, and  a  fact  of  thisiraportaace cannot b» too gcn^Uy  known. 
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weight.  These  hideous  animals  seem,  like  their  kiiMkedia  Mada*' 
gascar,  to  live  wholly  oo  vegetables;  It  is  a  carious  distovery  duit 
the  vampire  of  South  America  ^lould  have  been  formed  to  subsist 
in  the  same  manner^  and  that  that  appetite  for  blood  which  reoders  it 
destructive  to  cattle^  and  even  dangerous  to  tnanhimselfy  should  b^ 
an  acquired  habit !  Sir  Everard  Home^  in  examining  ^  stomach 
of  one  of  these  creatures,*  found  that  it  had  na  resemblance  to  the 
stomach  of  the  common  bat,  wliich  is  carnivorous ;  it  was  filled 
with  the  stamina  of  the  flowers  of  the  eugenea  in  so  perfect  a  state, 
that  botanists  could  ascertain  the  plant  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  parrots  of  these  island^  according  to  P.  Faure,  Were  in 
great  request  in  India,  because  they  were  thought  to  speak  mor« 
distinctly  than  any  others ;  a  superiority  as  imaginary  as  that  of  the 
Ceylon  elephants,  which  was  said  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  the 
elephants  of  the  continent !  The  Hirundo  edulis,  or  Hinlane,  as  the 
natives  call  it,  is  found  here,  and  its  nests,  the  well  kno\m  dainty  of 
the  Chinese,  are  the  only  produce  of  the  Nicobars,  for  which  there 
is  a  constant  demand.  Mr.  Haensel  dealt  so  largely  in  this  article, 
(having  sometimes,  in  one  excursion,  collected  fifty  pound  wright, 
or  above  2000  nests,)  that  he  had  ample  opportunities  of  observing 
for  what  use  the  birds  designed  them,  and  of  endeavouiing  to  as* 
certain  from  what  substance  they  were  made.  The  legs  of  these 
birds  are  so  short  that  if  they  once  settle  on  die  ground  they  are 
unable  to  rise,  and  they  build  tlieir  nests  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  their  eggs  in  them,  but  for  resting  places  fi'om 
whence  they  may  take  wing :  they  are  therefore  of  two  sorts — the 
hen  building  the  house,  and  the  cock  fixing  a  smaller  one  of  ruder 
construction  close  to  it  for  the  perching  place,  lliat  formation 
which  makes  such  a  provision  necessary,  renders  it  impossible  that 
they  can  obtain  their  materials  on  the  coast  or  flrom  rocks  in  the  sea 
as  has  been  supposed.  Mr.  Haensel  has  often  caught  them  as  they 
lay  helpless  on  the  ground,  and  when  he  threw  them  up  into  tbe 
air  they  readily  took  flight.  It  is  his  opinion  that  they  make  their 
nests  from  the  gum  of  a  peculiar  tree  called  the  Nicobar  cedar, 
the  fruit  of  which  discharges  a  resinous  fluid ;  for  he  has  seen  in- 
uuma^ble  flocks  of  these  little  birds  fluttering  about  these  trees 
when  bearing  fruit,  like  bees  around  a  shrub  in  full  flower. 

No  mention  is  made  of  any  plague  of  insects ;  there  is  probably, 
therefore,  little  or  no  stagnant  water,  and  the  insalubrity  of  the 
climate  is  ascribed  to  die  closeness  of  the  woods,  with  which  hills 
and  vallies  are  overrun.  They  are  in  many  places  so  closely  inter- 
woven with  rattan  and  bush-rope  that  they  seem  to  be  spun  toge«f 
ther,  and  the  light  of  the  sun  never  penetrates  them.  Most  of  the 
trees  and  plants  bear  fruit — the  fruit  falls  and  rots,  and  thus  the 
very  bounty  of  nature,  which,  with  eD'  active  and  full  populatioi^ 
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would  reiidei"  these  ishnds  truly  fortunate,  becomes  injurfous  to  la- 
vages, who  suffer  the  productions  of  the  earth ,  as  well  a^  their  own 
moral  and  intellectual  faculties,  to  run  waste.  Thus  it  is  tha!t 
wherever  moral  evil  is  found,  physical  evil,  in  some  form  or  otber^ 
|g  lat  once  its  consequence  and  punishment.  Even  the  natives  suf;- 
fer  from  a  climate  which  this  cause,  and  diis  alone,  renders  uuf 
healthy :  but  to  the  missionaries  it  was  peculiarly  destructive ;  ma- 
lignant fevers  and  liver  complaints  were  produced  by  it,  the  effects 
of  which  generally  proved  fatal,  and  always  continued  through  life. 
Eleven  missionaries  were  buried  in  N^ncauwery,  and  thirteen  died 
shortly  after  their  return  to  Tranquebar. 

To  these  fatal  effects  of  the  climate,  Mr.  Haensel  chiefly  attri- 
butes the  failure  of  the  mission — most  of  the  missionaries  were 
carried  off  by  it  before  they  could  learn  the  language,  or  just  when 
ihey  had  got  so  far  thai  they  were  able  to  speak  to  the  natives  in 
their  own  tongue.  This  rendered  the  difficulty  of  attaining  the  lan- 
guage insuperable,  and  without  that  attainment  it  was  impossible  to 
make  any  prepress  hi  the  work  of  conversion.  Upon  this  subject 
this  humble  Moravian  speaks  with  a  sincerity,  which  forms  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  edifying  parts  of  the  Lettres  Edifiantes. 

'  I  cannot  help  observing/  he  says,  *  that  when  we  speak  of  tjie  total 
failure  of  our  endeavours,  we  have  cause,  in  a  great  degree,  to  blame 
ourselves.  For  ray  part  I  must  confess  with  humble  shame  that  I  soon 
lost  my  faith  and  courage,  brotherly  love  having  ceased  to  prevail 
amongst  us.  It  is  true  our  trials  were  great,  and  the  prospect  most 
gloomy ;  but  ^ve  have  seen  in  other  instances  what  the  Lord  can  do,  by 
removing  obstacles,  and  giving  strength  to  his  servants,  if  they  are  one 
in  spirit,  pray  and  live  together  in  unity,  and  prefer  each  other  in  Ipve. 
This  was  too  much  wanting  during  the  latter  part  of  our  abode.' 

In  another  place  he  says : — 

*  Oh  how  many  thousand  tears  have  I  shed  during  that  period  of  dis- 
tress and  trouble !  1  will  not  affirm  that  they  were  aUof  that  kind  which 
I  might  with  David  pi-ay  the  Lord  "  to  put  into  his  bottle"  arid  ask  *^  are 
they  not  in  thy  book ;"  for  I  was  not  yet  fully  acquainted  with  the  ways 
of  God  with  this  people,  and  had  not  yet  a  heart  wholly  resigned  to  all 
his  dealing.  Oftentimes  self-will,  unbelief,  and  repining  at  our  hard 
•lot,  was  mjxed  with  our  complaints  and  cries  unto  him.  Do  not  there- 
ibre  think  them  so  very  pure  and  deserving  of  pity  as  they  may  seem. 
^Thus  much  however  1  can  truly  say,  that  amidst  it  all,  oiir  Saviour 
was  the  object  of  our  hearts  desire,  and  he  beheld  us  with  longosufiering 
and  compassion.' 

Mr.  Haensel  was  at  length  sent  from  Tranquebar  ^to  bring  away 
the  last  surviving  missionary,  and  break  up  the  establishment. 

*  Words,'  he  says,  *  cannot  express  the  painful  sensations  which 
crowded  into  my  mind  while  I  was  executing  this  task,  and  making  a 

'final  conclusion  of  the  labours  of  the  brethren  in  the  Kicobar  islands. 
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I  remembered  the  numberless  prayers,  tears  and  sighs,  offered  up  by 
so  inaoy  servants  of  Jesus,  and  by  our  congregations  in  Europe,  for  the 
Conversion  of  the  poor  heathen  here ;  and  when  I  beheld  our  bulging 
ground  where  eleven  of  my  brethren  had  their  resting  place,  as  seed 
•own  in  a  barren  land,  I  burst  into  tears  and  exclaimed,  Surely  all  this 
cannot  have  been  done  in  vain !  Often  had  I  visited  this  place,  and  sal 
down  and  wept  at  their  graves !' 

His  farewell  to  the  inhabitants  was  very  affecting ;  tfaey  wept 
and  bowled  for  grief,  arid  begged  that  the  brethren  might  soon  re- 
turn. 

No  sect  was  ever  more  calumniated  than  that  of  the  Moravians 
when  Count  Zinzendorf  brought  them  into  public  notice ;  and  \i 
must  be  admitted,  that  the  language  of  their  hymns  gave  ampl^ 
occasion  for  disgust  and  scandal.  Like  other  sects  they  have  out- 
grovin  their  follies,  and  outlived  the  calumnies  consequent  upon 
them ;  and  certain  it  is  that  no  community  in  proportion  to  its 
numbers  and  means  has  ever  made  such  persevering  and  successful 
exertion  for  spreading  the  gospel.  Wherever  men  are  most  igno- 
rant, most  brutalized,  most  wretched,  there  they  have  gone  tQ 
teach  them  the  first  and  most  essential  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life, 
and  to  offer  them  the  hopes  and  the  consolations  of  Christianity. 
They  have  thus  effected  the  conversion  of  the  Greenlanders ;  they 
are  labouring  among  the  Esquimaux ;  the  North  American  Indians; 
the  negro  slaves  in  die  su^ar  islands  and  in  Dutch  Guiana;  and  the 
Hottentots.  The  annual  expenditure  of  these  missions,  beyond 
what  the  establishments  furnmh  to  their  own  support,  is  about 
«£8000,  and  hitherto  it  has  been  wholly  as  well  as  cheerfully  sup-»  * 
ported  by  a  community  which  is  neither  numerous  nor  opulent,  but 
most  mmtoriously  industrious  and  frugal.  But  they  have  shared 
in  the  general  ruin  vvhich  the  insatiable  ambition  of  one  individual 
has  brought  upon  the  whole  continent  of  Europe.  Their  set^e- 
ments  in  Germany  have  been  exhausted  by  repeated  requisition^ 
and  that  at  Moscow  plundered  by  the  French  and  burnt ;  all  its 
members  being  at  once  literally  made  beggars.  In  this  state  of 
things  they  have  for  the  first  time  appealed  to  the  benevolence  of 
other  christian  communities,  to  assist  them  in  discharging  a  debt 
of  <£4000,  at  which  they  estimate  the  deficit  of  the  year,  occa* 
sioned  by  these  circumstances. — We  offer  no  apology  for  con- 
cluding with  this  statement,  feeling  it  an  act  of  duty  to  make  it  as 
public  as  possible. 
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TT  is  with  great  regret  that  we  undertake  to  give  our  readers  some 
'*•  account  of  ihese  volumes. 

The  only  cloud  which  has  obscured  the  bright  fame  of  the  im- 
mortal Nelson  was  generated  in  the  fatal  atmosphere  of  Kaples. — 
His  public  honour  and  his  private  faith  have  been  sullied  by,  to  say 
no  worse  of  it,  a  foible,  of  which  these  volumes  are  a  fresh,  and 
we  must  add,  a  shameless  record.  -  ^ 

In  what  we  have  to  say,  we  shall  not  follow  the  example  which 
we  reprobate,  nor  contribute  to  spread  the  poison  which,  with  a 
double  malignancy,  invades  the  reputation  of  the  dead,  and  the 
tranquillity  of  the  living.  We  should  indeed  not  have  noticed  this 
publication  at  all,  but  that  public  justice,  and  the  peace  and  well- 
being  of  society  require  that  we  should  visit  such  an  attempt  with 
the  severest  punishment  that  our  literary  authority  can  pronounce, 
and  we  feel  ourselves  the  more  obliged  to  this  just  severity,  from 
observing  in  tlie  preface  a  pledge  that  more  matter  of  the  same 
kind  is  in  the  same  hands,  and  about  to  be  employed  in  the  same 
indiscreet  and  profligate  manner.  ^ 

The  fame  of  Lord  Nelson  is,  as  his  life  and  services  were,  public 
property ;  and  we  absolutely  deny  the  right  to  which  any  unworthy 
possessor  of  a  few  of  his  private  notes  may  pretend,  to  invade 
<by  the  publication  of  wliat  never  was  intended  to  pass  the  eye 
and  ear  of  the  most  intimate  and  confidential  friendship)  to  invade, 
we  say,  that  public  property^  and  lower  the  reputation  of  the  hero 
and  his  country. 

Lord  Nelson's  private  letters  to  Lady  Hamilton  contain  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  justify  their  publication.  Of  his  public  transac- 
tions, or  of  his  private  sentiments  of  public  affairs  they  furnish  no 
memorial ;— they  are  the  mere  records  of  the  transient  clouds  of 
his  temper,  of  the  passing  feelings  of  hi^  heart,  of  the  peevishness, 
which  an  anxious  spirit  and  a  sickly  frame  produced :  and  if  we 
are  obliged,  in  truth  and  candour,  though  most  reluctantly,  to  say 
that  they  are  coarse,  shallow,  and  fulsome,  miserably  deficient  in 
taste,  ease,  or  amiability,  let  us  not  be  accused  of  endeavouring, 
by  this  fair  speaking  of  the  truth,  to  degrade  a  name  which  we 
love  almost  to  idolatry :  our  real  motives  are  a  true  anxiety  for  his 
fame,  and  a  desire  to  extinguish  at  once  these  base  attempts  at 
•^umin^  a  penny  by  the  prostitution  of  so  noble  a  name,  and  the 
betraymg  of  so  high  a  confidence.  ^ 

We^knew  Lord  Nelson,  and  we  saw  in  him  abundant  reason  to 
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excuse,  almost  to  forget  these  little  imperfections  of  his  noble  na« 
ture — but  even  those  who  knew  him  not,  or,  we  should  rather  say, 
even  those  who  only  know  him  by  hiis  great  achievements  and  ge- 
nerous spirit  will  be  prepared,  from  their  own  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature,  to  expect  thiit  so  much  zeal,  such  an  ardent  enthu^ 
siasm,  such  a  self-devouring  anxiety  as  prompted  him  in  his  career 
of  glory,  would  not  have  been  unaccompanied  by  a  certain  impa- 
tience of  feeling  and  a  certain  freedom  of  expression  which  were 
naturally  pardonable,  indeed  almost  admirable,  in  the  man  himself, 
but  which  it  is  grievous  to  every  honest  heart,  and  injurious  to  the 
human  character  to  have  recorded,  chronicled,  and  exposed. 

In  the  pangs  of  disappointed  hope,  in  the  pain  of  illness,  in  the 
hurry  and  agitation  of  great  zeal  and  conscious  supremacy  of  talent, 
is  it  very  surprising  that  even  the  best,  and  dearest,  and  earliest 
friends  of  Nelson  should,  when  they  happened  to  cross  the  fa- 
vourite path  of  his  mind,  to  interrupt  his  glorious  day-dreams,  or 
in  their  love  and  prudence,  to  think  for  him  who  never  thought  for 
himself,  is  it,  we  say,  surprising,  that  they  should  be  sometimes 
lightly  treated  in  his  hasty  notes  to  a  woman  whom  unfortunately 
he  adored  rather  than  loved,  and  who  has,  by  this  publication 
which  appears  to  have  been  made,  if  not  by  her,  at  least  with  her 
sanction,  proved  herself  but  little  worthy  the  confidence  of  such  si 
man  ? 

It  may  perhaps  gratify  the  personal  vanity  of  Lady  Hamilton  to 
publish  to  the  \yorld  how  Lord  Nelson  and  Lord  Bristol,  and 
twenty  others  called  her  ^  their  own  dear,  dearest,  best  beloved,  and 
all  accomplished,  incomparable  Emma :'  but  really  this  personal 
gratification  is  obtained  at  a  price  at  which  we  did  not  think  that  the 
vainest  and  the  most  indelicate  of  her  sex  could  have  condescended 
to  buy  it.  What  will  our  readers  think  when  we  tell  them  that  in 
these  letters,  so  complimentary  to  the  elegant  and  delicate  Emma, 
other  females  of  the  highest  rank  and  the  purest  characters  in  so- 
ciety are  designated  by  appellations  so  vulgar,  so  gross,  so  indecent, 
that  we  cannot  stain  our  paper  with  them,  and  can  only  describe 
them  as  belonging  to  the  dialect  of  the  most  depraved  profligates 
of  both  sexes ;  and  these  horrible  passages,  neither  honour  of  the 
dead,  nor  tenderness  for  the  living,  nor  respect  for  public  decorum, 
has  induced  the  editor  (who  however  can  obliterate  on  occasion)  to 
expunge ! 

Besides  Lord  NeIson*s  letters,  there  are  also  published,  under 
pretence  of  being  *  elucidatory  of  his  lordship's  letters  to  Lady 
Hamilton,*  a  number  of  letters  to  and  from  other  persons — Lord 
Bristol,  Mr.  Alexander  Davison,  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  &c.  &c.  But  these  various  letters  are  any  thing  but  elu- 
cidatory of  his  Lordship's — ttiey  aflford  nothing  like  elucidation; 

they 
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they  are  the  raere  sweepiogs  of  tkc  doiet,  ^i#4dBse  of  her  bureau^ , 
which  Lady  Hamilton  had  huddled  together,  to  swell  out  into  two 
volumes  a  publication  which  tiever  should  have  been  made  at  all : 
and  this  is  done  in  the  most  obvious  and  undisguised  spirit  of  book- 
making-^^for,  the  name  of  Nelson  bdng  the  great  bait  of  the  trap, 
bis  lordship's  letters  a^-e  placed  not  consecutively,  in  which  case  they 
would  have  occupied  about  the  first  volume,  but  they  are  divided 
and  placed  at  the  beginning  of  each  volume,  while  the  latter  part  of 
both  is  given  up  to  the  supplementary  matter— this  editorial  art 
will  be  set  in  its  iiEdrest  light  by  stating  that  the  first  volume  con- 
tains 273  pages,  of  \iiiich  only  l68  are  his  lordship's  letters,  and  the 
rest  is  supplement,  and  of  the  264  pages  of  the  second  volume  102 
are  Lord  Nelson's,  and  1^2  supplement. 

After  what  we  have  said  it  will  not  be  expected  that  we  should 
make  many  extracts ;  but  a  few  that  we  trust  will  be  found  innocent 
<jf  immorality  or  ill  manners,  we  shall  give.    / 

There  are  one  or  two  specimens  in  these  letters  of  that  extraor- 
dinary and  magnanimous  self-confidence  which  cHstinguished  Lord 
Nelson. 

^  The  St.  George  will  stamp  an  additional  ray  of  glory  to  England's 
feme  if  Nelson  survives ;  and  that  Almighty  Providence,  who  has  hi- 
therto  protected  me  in  all  dangers,  and  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of 
battle,  will  still,  if  it  be  his  pleasure,  support  and  assist  me.' — pp.  32, 

*  You  ask  me,  my  dear  friend,  if  I  am  going  on  more  expeditions? 
And,  even  if  I  was  to  forfeit  your  friendship,  which  is  dearer  to  me 
than  all  the  world,  I  can  tell  you  nothing. 

*  For,  I  go  out — [if]  I  see  the  enemy,  and  can  get  at  them,  it 
is  my  duty;  and  you  would  naturally  hate  me,^if  I  kept  back  (»xe 
moment. 

*  I  long  to  pay  them,  for  their  tricks  t'other  day,  the  debt  of  a  drub- 
bing, which,  surely 9  Til  pay:  but  when,  where,  or  how,  it  is  impossible, 
your  own  good  sense  must  tell  you,  for  me  or  moital  man  to  say.'— pp^ 
^1,52, 

Our  readers  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  find  Lorf  Nelson  a 
poet:  the  following  verses  are  curious,  as  being  his;  but  they  are 
at  once  irregular  and  tame,  except  the  third  stanza^  which  possesses 
something  of  strength  and  character. 

*  I  send  you  a  few  lines,  wrote  in  the  late  gale;  which,  I  think,  you 
Will  not  disapprove. 

*■  Though  — 's  polish'd  verse  superior  shine, 

Though  sensibility  grace  every  line ; 
<  Though  her  soft  muse  be  far  above  all  praise, 

And  female  tenderness  inspire  her  lays : 
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.    Deign  to  receive, .though  unadorn'd  -  '    ^    ■    '. 

By  the  poetic  art. 
The  rude  expressions  which  hespeak 
A  sailor's  untaught  heart! 

,A  \\e&9^ susceptible,  sinciiTe,  and  true; 

A  heart,  hy  fate,  and  nature,  torn  in  two :  -  ^  ^ 

One  half,  to  duty  and  his  country  due ; 

The  other,  better  kalfy  to  love  and  you ! 

Sooner  shall  Britain's  sons  resign 

The  empire  of  the  sea  ; 
Than  Henry  shall  renounce  his  faith, 

AKD  PLIGHTED  vows,  TO  thee! 

And  waves  on  waves  shall  cease  to  roll, 

And  tides  forget  to  flow ; 
Ere  thy  true  Henry'$  constant  love. 

Or  ebb,  or  change,  shall  know.* — pp.  29>  30. 

In  one  or  two  passages  there  is  something  of  more  ease  and 
pleasantry  than  his  style  usually  affords. 

.  'To  tell  you  how  dreary  and  uncomfortable  the  Vanguard  appears, 
is  only  telling  you  what  it  is  to  go  from  the  pleasantest  society  to  a  soli- 
tar3^  cell ;  or  from  the  dearest  friends  to  no  friends.  I  am  now  perfect- 
ly the  great  man — not  a  creature  near  me.  From  my  heart  1  wish  my- 
self the  little  man  again  !' — pp.  9i  10. 

>  *  The  Countess  Montmorris,  Lady  this,  that,  and  t'other,  came  along-? 
side,  a  Mr.  Lubbock  with  them — to  desire  they  might  come  in.  I  sent 
word,  I  was  so  busy  that  no  persons  could  be  admitted,  as  my  time  was 
employed  in  the  King's  service.  Then  they  sent  then*  names,  which  I 
cared  not  for:  and  sent  Captain  Gore  to  say  it  was  impossible ;  and  that 
if  they  wanted  to  see  a  ship  they  had  better  go  to  the  Overyssel*  (a 
sixty-four  in  the  Downs).  They  said  no ;  they  wanted  to  see  me. 
However,  I  was  stout,  and  will  not  be  shewn  about  like  a  beast !  and 
away  they  went.'— ^pp.  55,  56. 

*  Pray,  as  you  are  going  to  buy  a  ticket  for  the  Pigot  diamond— ^-biiy 
the  right  number,  or  it  will  be  money  thrown  away.'— p.  38. 

In  a  letter  begun  the  18th  of  October,  1803,  and  ended  on  the 
S2d,  is  the  following  passage : —  ^     ! 

^  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  what  is  right  in'every  situation ;  and  soma 
ball  may  soon  close  all  my  accounts  with  this  world  of  care  and  vexa-? 
Vion!' — p.  l64f. 

This  sentence  may  have  been  written  on  the  21st  of  October, 
1803,  on  board  the  Victory;  and  on  board  the  Victory,  on  the  21st 
of  October,  1805,  a  ball  terminated  the  life  of  this  great  and  (but 
for  one  frailty  which  the  present  book  endeavours  to  keep  alive  be- 
yond tlie  grave)  we  should  add  good  man. 

Of  the  letters  written  by  other  persons  we  have  not  much  to 

•ay;  they  arc  all  better  than  Lord  Nelson's j  they  have-not,  ^ven 

y-  whei\ 
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M^hen  addressed  to  Lady  Hamilton  by  her  husband  or  her  other  ad- 
Boirers^  any  of  that  DU^^^kTsh,  mbrfoid,  love^sicknedd)  with  .^faicfa  her 
Ladyship  seems  to  glory  in  having  inspired  Lord  Nelaon. 

T>vo  letteirs  from  his  Lordship's  father  to  Lsldy  Hamilton  arc 
published,  we  suppose,  to  prove  that  the  Bev.  Mr.'  Nelson  x:orre- 
sponded  with  her  Ladyship ;  but  the  early  date  of  these  two  letters, 
August,  1801,  and  January,  1602,  and  the  tone  of  distiknt  r^pect 
and  digh^ed  piety  which  they  possess^  prove  that  the  good  man 
had  no  suspicion  of  the  equivocal  relation  which  the  person  he 
was  addressing  migl^t  bear  to  bis  son.  Indeed,  it  appeai^s  that  his 
son  feared  to  communicate  to  him  the  circumstances  of  his  rupture 
with  Lady.  Nelson;  and  the  attention  of  Mr.  Nelson  to  this  injured 
Lady  is  mentioned  in  this  correspondeiice  with  a  kind  of  dissatis- 
faction and  blame  that  does  his  memory,  &t  least,  infinite  honour. 
'  Some  letters  of  Lord  St..  Vincent  and  Sir  Alexander  Ball  con- 
tain a  few  fine  compliments  to  Lady  Hamilton,  and  are,  for  this 
reason,  and  to  swell  the  book,  inserted; — at  least  we  can  see  no 
other  motive  for  their  appearing.  I 

But  much  the  most. respectable,  or,  to  speak  more  truly,  the 
only  tolerable  part  of  the  publication  are  some  letters  from  Sir  Wil-^ 
Ham  Hamilton  to  his  then  young  wife,  in  179^^  duiinga  shooting 
excursion  which  he  made  with  the  King  while  his  Lady  remained 
at  Naples.  They  are  written  in  a  style  vastly  superior  to  all  the 
others,  (except  a  fdw  trifling  notes  of  Lord  Bristol's ;)  with  the 
most  perfect  admiration  for  her  beauty  and  talents,  they  mingle  a 
gentle  and  polite  tone  of  husbandly  advice,  and  though  the  facts 
relate  only  to  the  shooting  of  wild  boars  and  stags,  they  are  related 
with  that  gentlemanly  ease  and  those  good  manners  which  make  even 
auch  trifles  amusing.  They  throw,  indeed,  into  a  lamentable  shade 
all  that  precedes  them,  and  leave  us  to  regret  either  that  Sir  William 
did  not  continue  his  kind-hearted  and  prudent  suggestions  to  bis  Lady, 
or  that  they  have  produced  so  little  fruit  that  she  should  be  guilty  of 
'  attcii  monstrous  want  of  taste  and  delicacy  as  to  have  permitted,  if 
she  has  not  conducted,  this  unhappy  publication. 

The  work  is  preceded  by  an  advertisement  which  talks  of  more 
than  one  editor  and  seems  meant  as  a  kind  of  apology  for  not  dedi- 
cating this  trash  to  the  people  of  England.  Whoever  the  editors 
are,  we  can  assure  them,  that  the  people  of  England  will  excuse 
them' for  not  dedicating,  till  thby  shall  have  learned  a  better  style  of 
expression  and  reasomng  than  their  adverti^ment  exhibits.  It  is 
neither  grammar  nor  sense ;  its  meaning  is  as  obscure  as  its  con^ 
struction  is  barbarous.  Would  that  we  could  persuade  ourselves — 
would  that  the  public  would  consent  to  believe — that  the  greater 
part  of  the  letters  attributed  to  Lord  Nelson  are  forgeries,  and  really 
written  by  the  profound  authors  of  the  advertisement! 

Art. 
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Attt:  VI.  The  World  before  the  Fh^  a  Pmm,  in  iem 
Cantos.;  m^h  other  oceastonal  Pieces;  by  Janes  Montgomery^ 
Author  of  the  Wanderer  of  Switzerknd,  the  West  Indies^  ,&c. 
8va.    pp.  304.    ]LondoD ;  Longmaa  and  Co.     1813. 

^KTO  book  of  foreign  growth  has  ever  become  so  popular  in  Eng^ 
-^^  land  as  the  Death  of  Abd.  Those  pubHsbers  whose  market 
lies  among  that  portion  of  the  people  who  mre  below  what  is  called 
the  public^  but  ^rm  a  far  more  numerous  classy  include  it  regularlj 
among  their  'sacred  classics:'  it  has  been  repeatedly  printed  at 
country  presses,  with  worn  t^pes  and  on  coarse  paper ;  and  it  is 
found  at  country  fairs,  and  m  the  Htde  shops  of  remote  towns 
almost  as  certainly  as  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  and  Robinson  Crusoe. 
This  popularity  is,  undoubtedly,  in  great  measure  ascribable  to  the 
style  in  which  it  is  written ;  a  style  of  which  Herve/s  Meditations 
and  the  Pseudo-Ossian'^  are  the  worst  and  the  best  examples. 
Untutored  iutellects  are  pleased  w»ith  its  frothy  sentimeaC  and  its 
florid  language,  jiist  as  young  and  unedocaled  eyes  are  delighted 
with  the  gaudy  hues  of  coloured  prints  in  aqusitinta. 

But  though  the  tinsel  of  this  stilted  prose  greatly  contributed  to 
Gessner's  success  in  this  and  in  every  odier  country  where  his  work 
has  been  naturalized,  the  story  was  not  less  essentially  in  its  favour. 
It  ac<)uired  from  its  scriptural  subject  what  may  be  termed  imputed 
sanctity:  and  many  of  its  readers  while  diey  derived  from  it  the 
same  pleasure  as  from  a  novel,  bad  die  satisfaction  of  thinking  that 
they  were  at  the  same  time  meritoriously  and  even  piously  employed 
|n  reading  a  good  book.  We  remember  to  have  seen  it  put  into  the 
hands  of  children  under  this  persuasion  on  Sundays,  by  persons  who 
would  have  regarded  a  profane  book  as  an  abommation  against  the 
Sabbath,  It  will  not  be  supposed  that  we  mean  to  desecrate  the 
name  of  Milton,  but  even  Milton  owes  much  of  his  general  estima^ 
tion  to  this  feeling.  There  is  something  to  impede  his  popularity 
which  one  of  bis  religious  admirers  perceived,  and  was  considerate 
enough  to  remove,  by  translating  the  Paradise  Lost  mto  prose,  and 
publishing  his  version  for  the  accommodation  of  those  readers  *  wh<> 
were  edified  with  the  noble  poetry  of  Mr.  Milton,  but  did  not  like 
the  manner  of  his  verse.' 

A  third  cause  was  its  pastoral  character.  The  tradition  of  aH 
nations  refers  us  to  the  morning  of  the  world, — to  a  time  when  the 
earth  and  the  human  race  were  young,  and  many  or  most  of  those 

♦  The  Death  of  Abel  was  probably  one  of  the  models  upon  which  Macphcrson 
formed  his  Ossianic  style.  \\  hon  he  tried  his  band  upon  Hcmer,  the  intrihsic  "worth  d£ 
the  manner  and  the  veracity  of  the  translator  were  eqiialij  brought  to  the  proof. 
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evils  to  wbicb  we  are  now  most  obnoxious  bad  no  existence.  The 
age  of  the  patriarchs  is  to  as  that  golden  age  of  which  the  heathen 
poets  have fwesenred  only  a  corrupted  remembrance;  and  the  coun- 
try of  the  patriarchs  is  our  Arcadia, — ^flowing  with  milR'and  honey  : 
there  we  find  that  pastoral  life,  those  primitive  manners  which  areas 
congenial  to  the  uncorrupted  heart  as  they  are  to  the  youUiful  ima- 
gination:— they  come  to  us  with  the  stamp  and  seal,  not  only^of 
histor^al  but  of  scriptural  truth,  and  with  a  character  of  divinity^ 
This  character  has  made  severer  judges  condemn  all  attempts  a( 
mingling  fiction  with  sacred  story :  the  principle  upon  which  theic 
condemnation  proceeds  is  just,  and  perhaps  if  it  were  pursued  it 
Would  lead  to  a  wide  interdiction  of  historical  subjects  for  the  epo- 
pea  and  the  drama.  But  the  people  never  judge  severely ;  the  book 
which  pleases  them  they  like  because  they  like  it : — with  the  why  and 
the  wherefore  they  have  no  concern — stat  pro  ratione  ixoluntas : — 
all  they  require  is  to  be  pleased — and  their  state  is  the  more  gra- 
cious. 

Two  other  of  the  sacred  poems  of  the  Germans  were  translated 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Death  of  Abel:  Klopstock's  Messiah 
and  Bodmer*s  Noah.  Both  are  written  in  hexameter  verse ;  the  style 
thei-efore  into  which  they  were  rendered  was  wholly  unFike  the  man- 
ner of  the  original ;  they  were  in  every  respect  miserably  done  htto 
English ;  and  totally  failed  of  exciting  any  attention  in  this  country. 
This  would  hardly  have  happened  to  the  former  work,  if -the  trans- 
lator had  possessed  the  commonest  recjuisites  for  his  undertaking; 
for  the  faults  of  Klopstock^  like  those  of  Young,  would  have  past 
current  as  beauties  with  the  multitude  here  as  well  as  in  Germany. 
But  in  both  poems  the  chann  of  that  Arcadian  character  was 
wanting  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  Gessner's  success ;  and  neither 
the  passion  of  the  one  (disfigured  as  it  was  in  a  bald  and  unfaithful 
version)  nor  the  fable  of  the  other  was  of  sufficient  interest  to 
supply  its  place. 

The  scriptural  fact  which  Mr.  Montgomery  has  chosen  for  the 
basis  of  his  poem  is  the  assumption  of  Enoch ;  a  subject  possessing 
the  religious,  and  susceptible  of  the  pastoral  interest  of  Gessner's 
work.  The  history  of  the  world,  from  the  creation  to  the  deluge, 
is  so  briefly  related  by  the  sacred  writers,  that, 

*  he/  says  Mr.  Montgomery,  *  who  fixes  the  date  of  a  fictitious  narra- 
tive within  that  period,  is  under  obligation  to  no  other  authority  what- 
ever, for  conf6rmity  of  manners,  events,  or  even  localities;  he  has  full 
power  to  accotnmodate  these  to  his  peculiar  purposes/  *  But,*  he 
pursues,  *  here  is  a  large  web  of  fiction  involving  a  small  fact  of  scrip- 
ture! Nothing  could  justify  a  work  of  this  kind,  if  it  were,  in  any  way, 
calculated  to  impose  on  the  credulity,  pervert  the  principles,  or  corrupt 
the  affections  9f  its  approvers.     Here  then  the  appeal  lies  to  conscience 

rather 
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ratber  than  to  taste,  and  the  decision  on  this  point  is  of  infinitely  tnore 
importance  to  the  poet,  than  his  name  among  men,  or  his  interests  upon 
earth.  It  was  his  design,  in  this  composition,  to  present  a  similitude  of 
events,  that  might  be  imagined  to  have  happened  in  the  first  age  of  the 
world,  in  which  such  scripture  characters,  as  are  introduced,  would  pro- 
bably have  acted  and  spoken,  as  they  are  here  made  to  act  and  speak. 
The  story  is  told  as  a  parable  only,  and  its  value  in  this  view  must  be  de- 
termined by  its  moral  or  rather  by  its  religious  influence  on  the  mind 
and  on  the  heart.  Fiction  though  it  be,  it  is  the  fiction  that  represents 
truth,  and  th^t  is  truth.  Truth  in  the  essence,  though  not  in  the  name ; 
truth  in  the  spirit  though  not  in  the  letter.' 

Itie  poem  consists  of  ten  cantos,  in  the  heroic  couplet.  The 
'  time  chosen  is  when  one  of  the  giants  or  children  of  Cain  has  esta- 
blished by  the  sword  an  universal  monarchy,  the  whole  world  being 
subdued,  except  a  part  of  the  land  of  Eden,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Euphrates,  where. Enoch  and  the  descendants  of  Seth  reside,, 
and  which  the  tyrant  is  now  invading. 

The  action  of  the  poem  commences  with  the  flight  of  Javan 
from  the  Cainites'  camp.  Javan  was  of  the  race  of  Seth,  he  and 
bis  mother  had  escaped  alone,  while  all  their  familywere  destroyed 
by  an  earthquake,  and  Enoch  had  bred  him  up.  But '  that  sin  by 
which  fell  the  angels'  had  sedi^ced  him. 

*  As  years  enlarged  his  form,  in  moody  hours, 
His  mind  betray'd  its  weakness  with  its  powers;  \ 

Alike  his  fairest  hopes  and  strongest  fears 
Were  nursed  in  silence,  or  divulged  with  tears — 
He  loved,  in  lonely  indolence  reclined, 
To  walch  the  clouds,  and  listen  to  the  wind  5 
But  from  the  north,  when  snow  and  tempest  came, 
His  nobler  spirit  mounted  into  flame ; 
With  stem  delight  he  roam'd  the  howling  woods, 
Or  hung  in  ecstacy  o'er  headlong  floods. 
Meanwhile  excursive  fancy  long'd  to  view 
The  world,  which  yet  by  fame  alone  he  knew  : 
The  joys  of  freedom  were  his  daily  theme, 
Glory  the  secret  of  his  midnight  dream  ; 
That  dream  he  told  not;  tho'  his  heart  would  ache, 
His  home  was  precious  for  his  mother's  sake. 
With  her  the  lowly  paths  of  peace  he  ran, 

gis  guardian  angel,  till  he  verged  to  man  ; 
ut  when  her  weary  eye  could  watch  no  more, 
When  to  the  grave  her  timeless  corse  he  bore. 
Not  Enoch's  counsels  could  his  steps  restrain  ; 
He  fled,  and  sojourn'd  in  the  land  of  Cain, 
There,  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  Jubal's  lyre,    * 


Instinctive  Genius  caught  the  ethcrial  fire ; 


And 
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And  soon,  with  sweetly-modulating  sWU, 
He  learn'd  to  wind  the  passions  at  his  will, 
To  rule  the  chords  with  such  mysteiious  art, 
They  seem'd  the  life-strings  of  the  hearer's  heart! 
Then  Glory^s  opening  field  he  proudly  trod,  ^ 

Forsook  the  worship  and  the  ways  of  God, 
Round  the  vain  world  pursued  the  phantom  Fame^ 
And  cast  away  his  birthright  for  a  name. 

Ten  years  had  elapsed  since  his  flighjf  fropa  the  patriarch's  glen. 
His  dreams  of  amkption  had  been  realized,  but  successful  ambition 
brought  with  it  no  happiness.  He  was  the  favourite  minstrel  of 
the  Great  King,  whose  furious  passions  were  assuaged  by  his  music; 
and  having  now  in  the  course  of  attendance  upon  his  person  been 
brought  back  to  the  confines  of  his  native  country, 

*  His  home  of  happiness  in  earthlyyears. 
And  still  the  home  of  all  his  hopes  and  fears,' 

the  sense  of  duty  prevailed,  being  aided  by  affection.  During 
these  years  of  absence,  a  boyish  attachment  had  continually  beeii 
gaining  strength  in  his  imagination  and  his  heart; — he  had  leftZillab^ 
but  borne  away  with  him  a  deep  and  *  bitter  love,'  which,  like 
an  amulet,  preserved  him  from  inconstancy  or  vice ; — and  now,  at 
the  trying  moment,  when  ambition  made  its  last  struggle  in  his  soul, 
and  had  almost  prevailed,  passion  came  in  aid  of  virtue,  and  the 
remembrance  of  Zillah  brought  him  back  to  the  ways  of  his  fa- 
thers. 

He  reaches  the  laurel  thicket  where  they  had  taken  their  last 
farewell :  a  bower  had  been  made  there,  in  which  Zillah  herself  i^ 
lying  asleep  upon  the  moss. 

*  Moments  there  are,  that,  in  their  sudden  flight, 
Bring  the  slow  mysteries  of  years  to  light; 
Javan,  in  one  transporting  instant,  knew^ 
That  all  he  wish'd,  and  all  he  fea.r'd  was  true  ; 
For  while  the- harlot-world  his  soul  possessed, 
Love  seera'd  a  crime  in  his  apostate  breast ; — 
But  now  the  phantoms  of  a  wandering  brain. 
Arid  wounded  spirit,  cross'd  his  thoughts  in  vain ; 
Past  sins  and  follies,  cares  and  woes  forgot, 
Peace,  virtue,  Zillah,  seemed  his  present  lot; 
Where'er  he  look'd,  around  him  or  above. 
All  was  the  pledge  of  truth,  the  work  of  Love, 
At  whose  transforming  hand,  where  last  they  stood, 
t    Had  sprung  that  lone  memorial  in  the  wood. 

'  Thus  on  the  slumbering  maid  while  Javan  gazed, 
With  quicker  swell  her  hidden  bosom  raised 
The  shc^owy  tresses,  that  profusely  shed 
Their  golden  wreathf  froQi  her  reclining  head ; 
v©L.  xj.  vo*  XXI.  p  A  deeper 
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A  deeper  crimson  mantled  o'er  her  cheek, 
Her  close  Hp  qiiiver'd,  as  in  act  to  speak. 
While  broken. sobs,  and  tremors  of  unrest, 
The  inward  trouble  of  a  dream  expressed : 
At  length,  amidstiraperfect  murmurs,  ftdl 
The  name  of  "  Javan  !"  and  a  low  "  faf ewell !" 
Tranquil  again,  her  cheek  resumed  its  hue, 
And  soft  as  infancy  her  breath  she  drew/ — p.  28, 

Javan  retires  into  the  thicket,  and  laying  aside  his  harp,  play9 
upon  a  flute,  an  instrument  here  represented  as  his  invention. 

'  At  ODce  obedient  to  the  lip  and  hand. 
It  uttered  every  feeling  at  command. 
Light  o'er  the  stops  his  airy  fingers  flewy 
A  spirit  spoke  in  every  tone  they  drew. 

Zillah  wakes  and  the  sound  continues  still, — she  rises  and  ad- 
vances as  if  half  expecting  to  see  the  object  of  her  dream.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  select  from  all  the  volumes  of  modem  poetry 
any  thing  more  truly  beautiful,  or  more  beautifully  true,  than  the  brief 
description  which  follows. 

*  Time  had  but  touch'd  her  form  to  finer  grace. 
Years  had  but  shed  their  favours  on  her  face, 
While  secret  love  and  unrewarded  truth. 

Lake  cold  clear  dew  upon  the  rose  of  youth,  , 

Gave  tp  the  springing  flower  a  chastened  bloom, 
And  shut  from  rifling  winds  its  coy  perfume.' 

They  meet,  but  Javan  dares  not  make  himself  known,  and  womaniy 
pride  prevents  her  from  appearing  to  recognize  him:  she  there- 
fore directs  him  to  Enoch's  dwelling  in  answer  to  his  inquiry,  and 
leaves  bim.  Enoch  knows  him  as  soon  as  he  appears,  and  falls 
upon  his  neck,  exclaiming    .v 

*  Oh !  I  have  wept  through  many  a  m'ght  for  thee. 
And  watch'd  through  many  a  day  this  day  to  see. 

Strong  was  my  faith ;  in  dreams  or  waking  thought. 
Oft  as  thine  image  o'er  my  mind  was  brought, 
'  I  deem'd  thee  living  by  this  conscious  sign. 

The  deep  communion  of  my  soul  with  thine/  .  . 

The  hope  which  the  patriarch  had  thus  cherished  had  been 
itrengthened  by  a  voice  which  he  had  that  day  heard,  telling  him 
that  ere  the  third  morning  his  joy  would  be  fuUilied,  and  his  rest 
b^un.  That  joy  was  not  diminished  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
iiour  of  his  own  departure  was  now  near  at  hand;  and  when  Javan 
informs  him  of  the  Great  King's  approach,  and  his  determii^^tion 
io  lay  waste, the  glen  with  fire  and  sword,  and,  urges,  bini  and  his 
-*  ^  kitfdred 
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kindred  to  seek  shelter  in  the  wilds^  far  to  Ae  south;  Enoch  with 
prophetic  calmness  replies  : 

*  Here  is  mine  earthly  habitation,  here 
I  wait  till  my  Redeemer  shall  appear ; 
Death  and  the  face  of  man,  I  dare  not  shun, 
God  is  my  refuge,  and  his  will  be  done/ 

The  day  on  which  Javan  has  returned  is  the  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Adam,  on  which  a  sacrifice  is  offered,  near  his  grave.  >  The 
description  of  the  burial-place  is  remarkable  not  only  for  its  beauty, 
but  also  as  an  instance  (perhaps  unique)  in  which  the  customs  of  a 
peculiar  sect  have  given  a  charm  to  poetry.  It  is  a  Moravian 
bqrying-grouud, — a  garden  of  the  dead, — where 

*  —  red  and  white  with  intermingling  flowers 
The  graves  looked  beautiful  in  sun  and  showers; 

'  Green  myrtles  fenced  it,  and  beyond  their  bound  ,  / 

Ran  the  clear  rill  with  ever  murmuring  sound  : 
*Twas  not  a  scene  for  grief  to  nourish  care. 
It  breaWd  of  hope  and  moved  the  heart  to  prayer.' 

After  the  sacrifice  Javan  goes  to  Zillah  to  avow  himself.  She 
receives  him  with  reproaches^  and  when  his  pleading  begins  to  pre* 
vail  over  pride  and  resentment,  reminds  him  of  the  danger  which 
is  at  hand,  and  that  it  is  no  season  for  earthly  love.  At  midnight 
the  glen  is  entered  by  the  enemy,  and  all  its  dwellers  borne  away 
captives  to  the  great  King.  ^      . 

Thus  far  the  narrative  has  been  carried  on  continuously:  the^ 
scene  now  changes,  and  the  eighth  canto  opens  with  the  song  of  a 
minstrel  before  the  giant-king^  His  chiefs  are  sitting  round  him  - 
relumed  from  the  conquest  of  Eden,  and  flushed  with  new  wine ; 
and  piles  of  cedar  trees  are  blazing  near,  where  human  victims  are 
offered  in  sacrifice.  The  minstrel  relates  in  his  song  how  the  last 
army  of  Eden  has  been  destroyed : — they  had  retired  after  their 
defeat  into  a  thicket  hoping  to  escape  by  swimming  the  river: — a 
chain  of  rafts  cut  off  this  hope ;  and  the  giants  setting  fire  to  the 
dry  grass  destroyed  them  by  nre  and  sword,  reserving  for  sacrifice 
those  whom  they  saved  in  the  water.  The  monarch  hears  him  with 
apparent  complacency ;  but  his  eyes  are  eagerly  fished .  upon  th« 
mount  of  Paradise. 

*  The  giant  panted  with  intense  desire 
To  scale  those  heights,  and  storm  the  walls  of  firej         J     ,    ♦, 
His  ardeiat  soul  in  extacy  of  thought^ 
Eyen  now  with  Michael  and  his  angels  fought, 
•     And  saw  the  seraphim,  like  meteors,  driven 

Before  his  banners  through  the  gates  of  Heaven, 
'    '  "While  he  secure  the  glorious  garden  trod,  ' 

'•      '  Aftds^ay'd  l^iceptrefrom  them^unt  of  God.'*— p.  5*1      •   •' 
.  .  ; .  1^  F  2  '  The 
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Th6  captive  patriig^chs  are  now  brought  befoFe  him :  he  espies 
Javan  and  immediately  orders  him  to  be  burnt  and  his  ashes  scat* 
tered  to  the  wind.  Javan  justifies  himself  for  having  returned  to  , 
his  native  land ;  and  declares  that  if  he  dies  alone,  he  shall  die  re- 
joicing. Zillah  fheti  rushes  forward,  and  a  scene  ensues  w  hich  will 
remind  the  reader  of  Olindo  and  Sofronia :  it  is  interrupted  by  the 
fosterfather  of  the  giant-king,  a  necromancer,  who  had  followed  him 
.  like  his  evil  genius  through  alLhis  fortune,  prompting  him  to  new 
enterprises  of  blood  and  wickedness.  He  bids  him  heap  the  pyre» 
with  fresh  fuel  and  cast  the  patriarchs  into  the  flames  as  a  propiti* 
atofy  sacrifice  to  the  demons  -whom  he  serves*  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  defy  the  power  of  the  Almighty,  when,  in  the  midst  of 
his  impiety,  his  nerves  are  stiffened,  and  he  remains  motionless  as  a 
statue.  While  the  giants  are  gazing  on  him  in  dismay,  Enoch  stands 
forth  from  among  the  prisoners.  At  his  awful  countenance  the 
tyrant  shakes  like  Belshazzar  when  he  sees  the  writing  on  the  wall. 
He  announces  the  punishment  of  the  enchanter,  who  hears  his  sen- 
tence, and  instantly  begins  to  fulfil  it  by  flying  into  the  woods.  He 
then  addresses  the  tyrant,  warns  him  that  the  next  morning  shall 
see  his  carcass  a  prey  to  the  wolves;  and  concludes  by  telling  him 
that  the  weakest  of  the  faithful  despises  his  power.  The  tyrant 
raises  his  sword  to  smite  him,  but  Enoch  walked  with  God  and  was 
not  found.  The  giants  then  advance  to  storm  the  mount  of  Para- 
dise. The  poet  has  with  great  judgment  prepared  his  readers  for 
the  catastrophe  by  describing  the  gathering  of  the  element^  in  the 
former  part-  of  the  scene.  The  storm  begins, — the  wind  drives 
sleet  and  hail  in  their  faces, — the  earth  rocks  : 

*  Red  in  the  west  the  burning  mount,  array'd 

With  tenfold  terror  by  incumbent  shade ; 

(For  moon  and  stars  were  wrapt  in  dunnest  gloora) 

Glar'd  like  a  torch  amidst  creation's  tomb.' 
The  giants  are  thrown  into  confusion,  when  cherubim  on  horse? . 
of  fire  attack  the  monstrous  brood,  and  complete  their  overthrow. 
In  the  flight  the  tyrant  is  slain  by  tlie  hand  of  one  of  his  people. 
They  who  survive  the  wreck  fly  to  their  own  land ;  the  patriarchs 
return  to  their  glen  and  Javan  with  them,  there  to  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  that  earth  can  bestow ;  a  youtli  of  penitence  foUowedby 
an  age  of  peace. 

Plutarch  in  his  treatise  on  education  uses  im  illustration  which  is 
equally  applicable  to  a  narrative  poem  :  to  render  it  successful,  he 
says,  tliree  things  are  required,  as  in  husbandry ;  first,  that  the  soil 
be  good;  secondly,  that  tlie  husbandman  be  skilful ;  lastly,  that 
the  seed  be  clean  and  well  chosen :  so  should  the  subject  of  a 
poem  be  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  poetry,  the  poet  versed  in 
his  art,  and  tlie  incidents  judiciously  conceived.     Of  the  general 
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groundwork  of  The  World  before  the  Hood  we  have  already  spo- 
ken ;  and  the  extracts  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our 
analysis  are  of  such  merit  as  to  render  any  praise  of  the  execution 
superfluous.  There  is  less  action  in  the  poem  than  might  have 
been  expected  in  a  drama,  the  title  of  which  announces  that  the 
world  is  the  theatre,  and  that  the  welfare  of  the  whole  human 
race  is  at  stake.  Had  Mr.  Montgomery  chosen  to  enrich  his  web 
with  mythological  embroidery,  the  Rabbinical  fables  would  have 
afforded  him  splendid  materiajs :  had  be  thought  it  expedient  to 
shadow  out  the  great  events  of  the  present  times  in  his  tale  of  the 
past,  as  Virgil  and  Spenser  have  done,  a  parallel  to  tlie  tyranny  qf 
the  giants  and  the  frantic  ambition  of  their  blasphemous  chief  watt 
before  his  eyes.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  preferred  to  give  his  work 
a  pastoral  and  patriarchal  character,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  if  it 
lost  in  action,  it  would  gain  in  beauty. 

The  least  successful  portions  of  the  work  before  us  are,  the  se- 
cond interview  between  Javan  and  Zillah,  and  the  scene  between 
them  before  the  giant-king.  This  is  Ae  effect  of  rliyme,  which, 
in  our  language,  is  ill  adapted  for  the  expression  of  dramatiq  elo- 
quence or  passion.  The  necromancer  also,  though  he  acts  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  story,  is  less  impressive  than  he  might  have 
been.  In  his  appearance  he  will  remind  the  reader  of  the  wizard 
in  the  Lady  of  tiie  Lake,  and  the  acddental  resemblance  is  not 
fortunate. 

Having  noticed  what  appears  to  us  the  feeblest  part  of  the 

fioem,  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  instance  what  we  think  the  best, 
t  is  the  fourth  Canto,  in  which  Enoch  relates  to  Javan  the  dejUh 
df  Adam.  The  effect  of  his  fall  upon  his  own  character  is  thus 
finely  conceived  :• 

*  But  deep  rcmorse  for  that  mysterious  crime, 
Whose  dire  contagion  through  elapsing  time 
Diffused  the  curse  of  death  beyond  conlroul, 
Had  wrought  such  self  abasement  in  his  soul, 
That  he,  whose  honours  were  approach'd  by  none, 
Was  yet  the  meekest  man  beneath  the  sun. 
From  sin,  as  frotn  the  serpent  that  betray'd 
Eve's  early  innocence,  he  shrunk  afraid ; 
Vice  he  rebuked  with  so  Austere  a  frown, 
He  §eem'd  to  bring  an  instant  judgment  down, 
Yet  while  he  chid,  compunctuous  tears  would  start, 
Aud  yearatng  teodi^mess  dissolve  bis  heart; 
The  guilt  of  all  his  rdce  became  his  own, 
He  su^f  d  as  if  he  Iwtd  sinn'd  alone. 
Within  Our  glen  to  filial  love  endear'd. 
Abroad  ibr  iVisdom,  ti-uth  and  justice  fenr'd, 
He  wj^lk^d  so  liujwiily  in  the  sight  of  all, 
The  vilest  ne'er  reproached  him  with  his  fall* 

F  ^  Children 
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Children  were  his  delight ; — they  ran  to  meet 
His  soothing  hand,  and  clasp'd  his  honour*d  feet', 
"While  'midst  their  fearless  sports  supfemely  blest| 
He  grew  in  heart  a  child  among  the  rest : 
Yet  as  a  parent,  nought  beneath  the  sky  * 

Touch'd  him  so  quickly  as  an  infant's  eye ; 
Joy  from  its  smile  of  happiness  he  caught, 
Its  flash  of  rage  sent  horror  through  his  thought. 
His  smitten  conscience  felt  as  fierce  a  pain» 
As  if  he  fell  from  innocence  againZ-^—p.  63. 

On  the  anniversary  of  his  fall  he  instructs  Enoch  to  ofFer  au  an- 
nual sacrifice.  On  that  same  day  he  is  struck  for  death.  Eve^  and 
Seth,  and  Enoch  b^r  him  to  his  home,  and  endeavour  vainly  to 
administer  relief. 

*  Yet -while  his  pangs  grew  sharper,  more  resigned, 

More  self-collected  grew  the  sufferer's  mind ; 

Patient  at  heart,  tho'  rack'd  dt  every  pore, 

The  righteous  penalty  of  sin  he  bore, 

Not  his  the  fortitude  that  mocks  at  pains. 

But  that  which  feels  them  most,  and  yet  sustains. 
"  Tis  just,  'tis  nlerciful,"  we  heard  him  say, 
"  Yet  wherefore  hath  He  tum'd  his  face  away? 

I  see  Him  not,  I  hear  Him  not;  I  call; 

My  God!  my  God!  support  me,  or  I  falli^' 

At  this  time  the  sun  sets  amid  crimson  clouds.  The  winds  rise, 
and  ai  storm  comes  On  accompanied  with  such  convulsions  of  the 
earth  as  if  the  world  were  about  to  perish  with  the  first  n(ian« 
Amidst  this  general  sympathy  of  nature  the  sufferer  continues  to 
wrestle  in  prayer.  What  follows  is  the  finest  part  of  the  wh<Je 
poenl. 

.  <  .**«  Tnov,  of  my  faith  the  Author  md  the  £odi        ,  » ^ 
Mine  «arly^  late,  and  everlasting  Friend  I 
The  joy,  that  once  thy  presence  gave,  restore 
£re  I  am  summon'd  hence,  and  seen  tio  more; 
t)own  to  the  dust  returns  this  earthly  frame. 
Receive  my  Spirit,  Lord !  from  whom  it  came ; 
Rebuke  the  Tempter,  shew  thy  power  to  save, 
O  let  thy  glory  light  me  to  the  grave,  • -^ 

That  these,  who  witness  my  departing  1>reath, 
May  learn  to  triumph  in  the  grasp  of  Death."'  '  .  ■ 

*  **  He  closed  his  eye-lids  with  a  tranquil  sttiile,  ' 

And  seem'd  to  rest  in  silent  prayer  awhile: 
Around  his  couch  with  filial  awe  we  kneel'd, 
When  suddenly  a  light  from  heaven  reveal'd  i 

A  Spirit,  that  stood  within  th'  unopen'd  door;«« 
The  sword  of  God  in  his  right  hand  he  bore; 
^'  Hi? 
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His  countenance  was  lightning,  and  his  vest 
Like  snow  at  sun-^rise  on  the  mountain's  ctest ; 
Yet  so  benignly  beautiful  bis  form, 
Mis  presence  still'd  the  fury  of  the  storm ; 
At  once  the  winds  retire,  the  waters  cease; 
His  look  was  love,  his  salutation  *'  Peace!" ' 

'  **  Our  Mother  first  beheld  him,  sore  amazed, 
But  terror  grew  to  transport,  while  she  gazed : 
— •  Tis  He,  the  Prince  of  Seraphim,  who  drove 
Our  banish'd  feet  from  Eden's  happy  grove; 
Adam,  my  Life,  my  Spouse,  awake !"  she  cried  ; 
*'  Return  to  Paradise ;  behold  thy  Guide ! 
O  let  me  follow  in  this  dear  embrace  :" 
She  sunk,  and  on  his  bosom  hid  her  face. 
Adam  look'd  up  ;  his  visage  changed  its  hue, 
Transform'd  into  an  Angel's  at  the  view  : 
^'  I  come  r  be  cried,  with  faith  s  full  triumph  fired, 
And  in  a  sigh  of  ecstacy  expired. 
The  light  was  vanish'd,  and  the  vision  fied ; 
We  stood  alone,  the  living  with  the  dead : 
The  ruddy  embers,  glimmering  round  the  room, 
Display'd  the  corpse  amidst  the  solemn  gloom; 
But  o'er  the  scene  a  holy  calm  reposed, 
The  gate  of  heaven  had  open'd  there,  and  closed. 

*"  Eve's  faithful  arm  still  clasp'd  her  lifeless  Spouse; 
Gently  I  shook  it,  from  her  trance  to  rouse ; 
She  gave  no  answer;  tnotionl(?ss  and  cold, 
ft  fell  like  day  from  my  relaxing  hold ; 
Ahutn'd  I  lifted  up  the  locks  of  grey,  .  • 

That  hid  her  cheek ;  her  soul  had  pass'd  away ; 
♦  A  beauteous  corse  she  graced  her  partnei^s  side, 

Love  bound  their  lives,  and  Death  could  not  divide.-' '       : 

The  poem  is  dedicated  to  the  spirit  of  a  departed  friend  in  stan* 
ZBS  which  have  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  Mr.  Montgomery's 
bapiMest  pieces.  In  these,  as  in  the  preface,  he  expresses  that 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  which  it  is  the  fate  of  most  poets  to  feel 
when  they  compare  the  execution  of  their  work  with  their  pre- 
vious idea ;  and  be  tells  us  that  he  appears  before  the  public  with 
many  apprehensions,  and  with  small  hopes.  There  is  no  reason 
for  dhis  distrust;  he  may  appeal  with  confidence  to  his  peers,  from 
whom,  sooner  or  later,  the  true  poet  receives  his  awar(^  when  the 
decrees  of  those  who  have  intruded  themselves  into  'their  places  are 
^rgotten. 
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Abt.  Vll.  The  Jihture  <f  Things,  a  Didascalic  Poem,  tram- 
laiedfrom  the  Latm  of  Titus  Lwretius  CaruSf  accompanied 
with  Commentaries,  comparative,  illustrative,  and  scientific,  and 
the  Life  of  Epicurus.  By  Thomas  Busby,  Mus.  Doc*  Cantab* 
S  vols.  4to.     1813. 

TT  is  a  maxim  among  the  doctors,  that  '  when  men  pursue  ener- 
-^  gizing  objectSji  they  will  do  prodigies/  In  literature  diese  ob? 
jects,  whether  originality  or  plagiarism  be  employed  upon  them, 
are  generally  developed  m  a  quarto. 

Our  ancestors,  for  the  most  part^  were  content  with  prefixing  a 
few  copies  of  commendatory  verses  to  their  translations ;  but  Doc- 
tor Busby's  preliminaries  are  far  more  substantial.  We  are  pre- 
sented with  nineteen  pages  of  subscribers,  from  ^  Princes  of  the 
Blood  Royal,'  down  to  plain  *  Yotin^,  Charles  Geoi^e,  Esq.* 
Each  rank  has  its  appropriate  head  m  black  letter; — Princes, 
Dukes,  Marquisses,  Earls,  Viscounts,  Barons,  Privy  Counsellors, 
Sgc.  As  such  an  assemblage  will  no  doubt  dazzle  the  reader  at 
bis  entrance  on  the  work,  we  are  inclined  to  leave  him  for  a  short 
time  in  this  goodly  company,  and  to  descant  to  the  few  who  may 
attend  to  us^  on  the  present  state  of  our  poetical  translations. 

Virgil,  with  the  exception  of  his  Eclc^es,  Terence,  TibuUus, 
Juvenal,  Manilius,  and  parts  of  Ovid,  have  been  well  and  fairiy 
translated.  The  other  writers  of  Roman  poetry  have  either  not 
been  attempted,  or  not  adequately  rendered*  As  we  are  not  aware 
of  any  author  who  ha3  generally  treated  this  subject,  we  shall 
hazard  a  few  remarks  upon  it,  since  it  naturally  leads  to  our  exami- 
nation of  Dr.  Busby's  Didascalic  Poem, 

The  great  difficulty  which,  without  sufficient  reason,  has  been 
attributed  to  Plautus,  was  the  probable  cause  why  no  translatiba 
of  him  appeared  when  his  wit  would  have  been  most  coqgemal^o 
the  play-wrights  of  the  day  :  for  if  we  except  an  anpieat  traoskitioQ 
of  the  Me?iechmi,  by  W.  W.  1595,  andean  abortive  attempt  by 
Echard  and  Cooke,  the  Plautini  sales  were  not  naturalized  till  the 
middle  of  the  last  centiuy  by  Bonnell  Thornton  and  Co.  The 
recommendation  of  GecH-ge  Colman,  Senior,  to  whom  the  comedies 
yxere  dedicated,  and  whose  success  in  Terence  was  generally  allowt 
ed,  influenced  for  a  time  the  public  voice  in  favour  of  this  imitation 
of  his  plan.  But  the  work  is  now  almost  forgotten ;  nor  indeed 
can  a  good  translation  of  Plautus  be  expected  until  he  is  freed,  iq 
some  measure,  from  the  numberless  specks  which  still  disfigure  his 
text. 

Although  there  are  passages  in  Catullus  which  delicacy  must 
deem  untranslatable,  yet  it  is  surprising  that  his  beauties  have  never 
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(but  in  one  solitarjr  and  imperfect  instance)  been  rendered  acces- 
sible to  English  readers.  The  jicme  and  the  jitys  may  vie  in  pa- 
thos with  any  poems  of  the  same  cast  ancient  or  modem.  The 
Epithalamium,  the  favourite  of  Sir  William  Jones,  the  Peleus  and 
Thetis,  the  burst  of  feeling  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  and  the 
minor  poems,  with  a  few  exceptions,  loudly  call /or  poetical  com- 
petition. 

It  may  be  deemed  almost  a  disgrace  to  our  national  taste  that 
Horace  should  be  still  buffeted  between  Holyday  and  Creech, 
Francis  and  Clubbe,  Boscawen  and  Duncomfae.  Francis  has  par- 
tially succeeded  in  some  of  the  odes;  and  many  of  them  are  occa- 
sionally to  be  met  with  in  our  fugitive  poetry,  extremely  well  ren- 
dered. These  are  naturally  the  most  popular ;  while  the  rest,  with 
the  epodes,  satires  and  epistles,  have  little  claim  to  attention  in  their 
new  dresses. 

Among  the  amatory  poets  of  the  day,  Propertius,  the  most  po- 
lished and  refined  of  elegiac  writers,  has  not  yet  found  one  to  res- 
deem  his  beauties  from  the  transpositions  of  Broukhusius,  and  the 
more  than  German  assaults  of  Kuinoel.  He  has  been  said,  indeed, 
to  male  love  like  a  schoolmaster;  and  this,  no  doubt,  has  prevented 
the  fastidious  from  turning  over  his  pages  ;  but  if  he  did  so,  Orbi- 
lius  was  an  accomplished  gentleman.  No  classic,  of  the  Augustan 
age,  is  less  read  and  less  understood  than  Propertius ;  his  indelica^ 
cies  have  beeti  enlarged  on,  his  hellenisms  have  been  criticised,  his 
faeartlessness  has  been  ridiculed;  but  the  fact  is,  he  has  hitherto  met 
With  bad  editors,  prejudiced  readers,  and  no  adequate  translators. 

To  infuse  the  strength,  vtrarmth,  and  bold  conciseness  of  Persius 
into  our  language,  was  a  labonr  of  no  common  ex^tion,  and,  in 
the  prosecution  of  it,  we  find  Dryden  fail  from  vulgarity,  Brewster 
from  plagiarism,  and  Sir  William  Drutnmoiid  from  an  endeavour 
to  grind  the  J'ruges  Cleantheas  into  vers  de  societi. 

4^  selection  from  Martial,  by  different  hands,  would  make  not  an 
unamusing  volume.  Few  of  his  epigrams  are  correctly  rendered, 
or  boast  any  of  the  naivete  of  the  original.  The  pseudo-trage- 
dies of  Setieca,and  the  I^atin  anthologies,  areuhdeserving  the  time 
which  their  translation  would  exact. 

Next  to  Virgil,  as  an  epic  poet,  Lucan  confessedly  takes  his 
rank.  He-  is  the  only  bard  who  has  made  a  catalogue  poetical. 
The  whole  of  the  first  book  is  inimitable.  The  Sacred  Grove,  the 
Marriage  of  Cato,  the  Apotheosis  of  Pompey,  and  other  splendid 
passages,  bespeak  a  mind,  not  as  Quintilian  chuses  to  assert,  orato^ 
rical  merely,  but  capable  of  the  highest  flights  of  poetry.  Yet  to 
May  and  Rowe  alone  is  Lucan  indebted  for  any  knowledge  which 
the  English  reader  can  obtain  of  him.  May  tlius  renders  one  of 
'(he  finest  passages  in  the  poem. 
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,.  'Atnon  in  Pharid  Mane^jacuere  fovilli. 

Nee  cinis  exiguus  tantam  compescuit  umbram. 
Prosiluit  busto  t  semiustaque  membra  relinquens, 
Degener^mque  |:oguna,  sequitur  convexa  Tonantis, 
Qua  niger/  &c, 

N        *  In  Pharian  coales  his  ghost  could  not  remaine, 
Nor  those'  few  ashes  his  great  spirit  containe. 
Out  from  the  grave  he  issues,  and  forsakes 
Th'  unworthy  fire,  and  halfe  bui'nt  limbs,  and  takes 
Up  to  the  convexe  of  the  skie  his  flight, 
Where  with  Wack  ayre  the  starry  poles  doe  meet;'— B,  IX.  1. 

Howe  undertook  his  translation  more  in  the  spirit  of  party 
than  of  poetry;' and  the  best  portions  of  it  are  those  which  are 
least  worthy  of  attention  in  the  original.  He  has  chiefly  suc- 
^  ceeded  in  the  argomentative  and  sarcastic  parts.  In  the  tender  and 
descriptive  he  has  generally  failed;  it  is  scarcely  credible  that  the 
author  of  Jane  Shore  should  thus  give  Qornelia's  griefs  to  bi^ 
CountrynG^en: 

*  Ah !  my  once  greatest  lord !  ah !  cruel  hour| 
Is  thy  victorious  head  in  fortune's  power? 
Since  miseries  my  baneful  love  pursue, 
Why  did  I  wed  thee  only  to  undo  ? 
But  see  to  death  my  willirig  neck  I  bow ; 
Atone  the  angry  Gods  by  one  kind  blow. 
Long  since,  for  thee,  my  life  I  would  have  giv'n, 
Yet,  let  me,  yet,  prevent  the  wrath  of  heav'n. 
Kill  me,  and  scatter  me  upon  the  sea, 
So  shall  propitious  tides  thy  fleets  convey, 
Thy  kings  be  faithful,  and  the  world  obey.'— ^.  VIII.  12?. 

On  the  whole,  Lucan  calls  for  a  new  translation  more  tlian  any 
.writer  after  the  golden  age  of  Roman  verse ;  and  we  have  dwelt 
on  this  subject  longer,  perhaps,  than  Dr.  Busby  may  think  fair, 
because  we  are  convinced  that  the  public  acquiesce  in  Rowe^  more 
from  the  nominis  umhra^  than  from  any  real  excellencies  of  his 
version. 

Statins  is  wretchedly  handled  by  Lewis.  Dr.  Busby  informs  us, 
that  his  son,  the  reciter,  is  at  present  employed  on  a  new  transla<« 
lion-^we  wish  him  success,  and  shall  hail  the  moment, 

■  *  laetam  faciet  cum  Statius  urbem» 

Indicetque  diem/ 

After  all,  it  is  a  dull  study;  and  we  should  be  well  conteat  t^ 
leave  him,  with  Silius  Italicus,  to  mere  scholars.     They  will  not 

Jrosper  in  our  soil ;  even  the  translation  of  a  book  of  Statius  by 
^ope  led  to  little  praise  and  to  no  imitation.     We  speak  of  the 
Tfaebaid  alone.    The  5y/r^,  which  Jeremy  Markland  proudly  pro- 

claim^ 
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daiips  that  he  had  purified  in  five  hundred  passages,  in  which  there 
was  oyHiv  vyies,  ought  to  be  no  longetr  exotics.  In  a  former  num- 
ber we  citea  some  pleasing  lines  on  sleep^  translated  by  Mr.  Hodg- 
son. The  villa  Surrentina,  the  Genethtiacon  Lucani^  the  Odes 
to  Maximus  and  to  Severus,  would  bear  the  most  classical  trans- 
fusion into  our  language.  We  are  well  aware  that  we  tread  on 
dangerous  ground  in  comparing  Statius  with  Horaqe,  yet  if  we 
throw  aside  our  prejudices  for  a  moment,  we  mu?t  surely  allow 
that  the  muse  of  the  golden  day  still  lingered  in  the  Sylyae. 

Valerius  Flaccus  is,  we  must  admit,  generally  turgid  and  bom- 
bastic, yet  he  abounds  also  in  passages  written  with  great  judg- 
ment and  chastised  spirit.  We  have,  not  met  with  an  English 
translation  of  his  Argonautics.  We  shall  beg  indulgence  for  a  few 
words  in  favour  of  Claudian,  and  then  turn  to  Lucretius,  whom 
we  have,  without  reference  to  chronology,  left  to  a  more  extended 
criticism. 

To  those  youths  who  are  intended,  during  their  school  instruction, 
,to  be  made  Latin  versifiers,  however  paradoxical  it  may  seem,  we 
would  recommend,  though  with  some  caution,  repeated  draughts  of 
Claudian.  There  is  in  him  a  rhythm,  a  cadence,  a  climax,  which  he 
enjoys  in  common  with  Virgil ;  besides  a  more  complete  posses- 
jsion,  perhaps,  of  the  os  rotundum,  and  a  dignity  of  compound 
epithet  which,  under  the  guidance  of  taste  and  judgment,  are  well 
calculated  to  enrich  the  compositions  of  the  youthful  student. 

Lucretius  has  not  been  altogether  fortunate  in  his  commentators; 
yet  though  Wakefield's  faults  are  numerous  and  obstrusive,  we  can- 
not agree  with  Dr.  Nplt,  to  raise  Havercamp  at  his  expense.  Tlie 
.".criticism  of  Havercamp's  days  is  now  well  understood :  as  a  pio- 
neer of  literature,  he  ranks  with  Burman  and  Oudendorp ;  but  in 
the  present  state  of  classical  advancement,  we  can  set  a  value 
on  his  diligence  alone.  Wakefield  (who  is  dubbed  *  Doctor'  by 
Dr.  Nott)  was  deficient  in  taste  for  Latin  poetry.  If  we  needed 
any  proof  of  this,  the  laboured  doggerel  prefixed  to  his  edition  and 
dedicated  t6  Mr.  Fox,  would  decide  the  question.* 

His  affectation  and  innovations  in  orthography  were  frequently 
ludicrous.  He  laid  down  canons  to  which  he  did  not  adhere :  he 
forgot  in  one  page,  what  he  had  advanced  in  the  former ;  and  he 
dissented  from  the  just  emendations  and  illustrations  of  others 
from  private  pique  and  party  spirit.  Acute,  ingenious  and  per- 
severing, he  was  at  the  same  time  so  vehemently  afQicted  with  the 
critical  hypochondria,  that  he  fancied  himself  on  an  eminence,  and 

**  Tliis  is  the  opening  of  his  dull  paDegyric  :-^ 

Te  salvere  jubet  simplex,  si  rastica,  Mosa, 
Angligenuni>  fOXI;  gloria,  rc/burj  amor,  &c. 
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aimed  at  ly  every  scholar  around  him.  To  some  harmless  bje^ 
standers  he  threW  down  the  gauntlet  of  defiance ;  to  others  he  ad- 
dressed himself  in  the  most  peevish  tone  of  irascibility,  because  they 
neither  noticed  his  positions  nor  adopted  his  conclusions.  It  i» 
not  merely  from  a  perusal  of  his  notes  to  Lucretius,  that  thiar 
opinion  is  formed,  but  from  a  reference  to  his  works  collectively  i 
and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  he  who  in  the  common  inter* 
course  of  life  was  confessedly  amiable,  should  in  that  alone,  wliich 
lives  after  him,  hdve  given  such  room  to  the  accusation  of  Spleen 
and  illiberality.  * 

From  the  critics,  the  transition  is  natural  to  the  translators,  and 
of  these  Lucretius  boasts  a  more  abundant  crop  than  any  of  the 
authors  before  enumerated. 

Tlie  best  translation  of  Lucretius  which  has  yet  been  made,  i^ 
that  of  Marchetti.  He  was  pfofessor  of  mathematics  in  the  uni- 
versity of  Pisa,  and  died  1744.  A  German  translation  was  given 
by  Mayr,  in  J784-5.  De  Wit  transferred  him  in  prose  and  in 
Dutdi  to  the  fens  of  Holland.  Marolles  frenchified  him  in  three 
iBucceeding  editions,  as  did  Moli^re,  Des  Coutures,  and  Guillet 
In  our  own  language  Evelyn  led  the  way  in  1606,  but  he  proceeded 
no  farther  than  the  first  book.  In  1743,  Guernier  gave  a  prose 
translation.  Dryden  had  given  partial  versions  of  some  of  thift 
tnost  beautiful  portions^  and  Creech  of  the  whole,  long  befoie 
this  attempt.  ^ 

A  few  years  since  a  duodecimo  peeped  forth,  which  bore  no  nam4» 
on  the  title-page,  but  which  report  gave  tp  Dr.  Nott.  It  con- 
tained only  the  first  book,  but  threatened 'the  remainder  in  due 
time.  Time  however  passed,  and  the  appetite  of  the  public  never 
called  for  the  promised  food.  To  this  succeeded  two  portly  quar-' 
tos,  from  Mr.  Good,  who  decked  them  with  parallel  passages  from 
Hebrew,  Arabic,  Persic,  Greek,  Latin,  arid  all  the  modern  laa- 
gua|es.  In  this  Babel  of  book-making.  Job  brings  his  mite  to  bear 
on  the  doctrine  of  Atoms,  II.  196.  Hafiz  ilhistrates  the  Anaphora, 
II,  5.  The  Arabian  bard  2k)hair  personifies  death  like  Lucretius, 
11.  102;  and  Klopstock  and  Gessner  plainly  shew  how  the  German 
aiMl  Roman  taste  quadrate. 

Facit  indi^natio  tersum,  says  Juvenal-^and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  this  feeling  inspirited  Dr.  Busby,  who  has  followed  his 
predecessor,  whom  he  never  Sames  or  even  hints  at,  with  two 
((uartos  of  still  larger  dimensions,  of  '  ample  verge  and  room  enoi^h,^ 
in  three  sizes,  atlas,  imperial,  and  common.  Nay  he  does  not,  like 
Cluvienus,  confine  himself  to  versification,  but  he  breaks  the  very 
subsellia  with  recitation.  His  son  performs  the  office  of  declaimed — - 


-plorahih  si  quid 


Eliquat,  ct4enero  supplaritat  verba  palato/ 
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We  have  not  entered  into  the  virtues  of  translators^  or  we  sbould 
have  been  disposed  to  applaud  tiie  unassuming  modesty  vi^ith  which 
9ome  of  them  have  made  an  ancient  author  our  own.  Dr.  Busby 
probably  does  not  agree  in  the  necessity  of  so  strict  a  self-denial; 
and  he  .will  therefore  be  generally  found  to  use  the  first  f>erson;  or 
to  imply  it;  in  the  designation  of  his  labours,  where  it  might  perhaps 
have  been  spared  without  much  loss  to  the  reader. 

*  The  representative  of  a  great  original/  says  the  Doctor,  '  is 
compelled  to  rise  above  mediocrity/  There  is  an  old  and  vulgar 
proverb,  ^  that  one  man  may  drag  a  cow  to  the  water,  but  not  an 
nundred  can  make  her  drink/  Of  this  nature  seems  the  '  compul* 
sion'  to  which  the  Doctor  alludes:  Lucretius  draws  him  to  Heli-* 
con,  but  *  the  representative  of  a  great  original,'  except  in  a  yeiy 
few  instances,  is  dreadfully  subject  to  hydrophobia. 

*  When  I  strictly  adhere  to  the  limits  of  the  couplet,  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  condensing  the  sense  of  my  author : — 

e.  g.  '  Did  ball  of  lead,  and  ball  of  wool  agree 

In  density,  equal  their  weights  would  be.* — B.I.  414. 

Agam, 

'  The  stag's  rank  hoof  the  hound  resistless  draws, 
And  snowy  geese  obey  the  olfactory  laws.' — B.  IV.  812. 
Mf  I  have  frequently  disregarded  its  terminatipn,  and  abruptly  brokeu 
into  the  succeeding  line,  I  hope  it  has  not  alwap  been  without  adding 
surprise  to  strength  :— 

e.g.i '  How  mixed  the  seeds,  and  how  subsist,  I  long 

To  teach  my  Memmius but  th^  Roman  tongue 

Too  indigent  my  noble  theme  to  grace^ 
In  simple  brevity  my  thoughts  1  trace/ — B.  III.  175. 
*  And  that  in  the  occasional  adoption  of  the  triplet,  I  have  not  ivholly 
failed  of  imitating  that  grandem:  and  elevation  by  which. the  verse  of 
Lucretius  is  so  eminently  distinguished/ 
One  proof  shall  suffice, 

*  From  her  this  first,  this  sovereign  rule  I  bring,! 
All  nature's  substances  from  substance  spring,       > 
,  The  Gods  from  nothing  ne'er  made  any-thing/      j  B«  1-  I S5. 
How  would  Martinus  Scriblerus  have  danced  at  this  addition  t^ 
the  treasures  of  his  bathos!  ♦ 

.    In  the  preface  there  is  a  considerable  degree  of  anticipation  of 
what  the  Doctor's  muse  will  effect. 

*  The  spirit  of  Lucretius  appears  tome,  no  less  than  that  of  Homer 
himself,  incapable  of  transfusion,  but  by  a  muse  emulatij(*e  of  the 
simplest  attire  and  easiest  gesture,  combined  witli  a  confident  and  noble 
air ;  a  muse  whose  numbers  are  at  once  smooth  and  strong ;  whose 
diction  is  as  bold  as  obvious,  and  whose  style  is  alternately  sweet,  rich, 
and  lofty. 

*  III 
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*  In  saying  that  I  have  aspired  to  such  complicated  excellence,  I  may 
subject  myself  to  the  charge  of  too  much  self-confidence ;  and  yet  it. 
must  be  conceded,  that,  in  undertaking  this  author,  I  nmde  it  my  dutyi 
to  keep  his  beauties  constantly  in  view;  to  look  up  to  my  archetype 
with  the  ssLtnefond  and  ardent  spirit  with  which  he  regards  his  own  great 
master,  when  he  says — : 

*  Thee  I  pursue,  to  thy  great  theme  aspire : 
But  with  a  hvers,  not  a  rivars  fire. — B.  III.  5. 

*  I  was  not  to  suffer  myself  to  be  deterred  by  the  toil  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  my  task,  nor  to  be  checked  by  the  reflexion,  that 
the  most  powerful  wing  can  rise  only  by  continued  exertion ;  that  even 
the  bird  of  Jove  must  labour  up  the  air,  before  he  can  reach  his  eleva-^ 
tion,  and  sail4ilong  the  skies. 

*  So  strongly  indeed  have  I  felt  this  truth,  that  the  exalted  merit  oJT 
my  original  has  been  the  maximum,  the  pinnacle  of  excellence,  at  which 
I  have  constantly  and  undauntedly  aimed.  Lucretius  himself  has  been 
my  inspiring  Apollo,  and  should  I  happily  be  thought  to  have  sometimes 
approached  his  bright  orb,  I  shall  be  indebted  for  the  honour,  to  the 
force  of  his  own  attraction.' 

To  this  bill  of  fare  succeeds  a  more  detailed  account  of  tbe  vir^ 
tues,  and  dead  and  live  stock  of  some  of  the  subscribers — ^some  of  - 
these  are  iivhat  Heyne  used  to  call  his  SubwHa :  the  remainder'con- 
sists  of  very  flattering,  and,  we  have  no  doubt^  very  well  deserved 
compliments,  or  indications  of  the  Subscriber  from  his  work^  if  he 
ever  soiled  paper.- 

It  seems  that  *  Lord Thurlow's  HerMilda  in  PaleIstine  has 
aflbrded  mudi  pleasure  to  the  loters  of  line  poetry,'  and  that  the 
Doctor  was  gratified  ^  by  his  warm  eulogium  of  the  circulated  spe- 
cimen of  his  translation.'     Lord  Byron^  who  must 

<  ^ wonder  how  the  devil  he  got  there,' 

by  his  name,  is  said  to  '  demonstrate  the  candid  expectations  en- 
tertained respecting  this  translation ;'  and  the  Earl  of  Buchan  re- 
ceived a  sample  of  this  work  with  '  a  refined  frankness/ 

Then  follow  the  Misters.  Major  James,  of  *  known  poetical 
talents,'  and  seven  other  gentlemen,  designated  by  their  works, 
'  difluse  a  lustre  particularly  auspicious  to  a  work  of  this  descrip- 
tion.' Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  *  author  of  Richard  the  Pirst,' 
Thomas  Hope,  iEsq.  *  of  the  Costume  of  the  Ancients,'  and  Messrs. 
Jodrell,  Knight,  and  Dr.  Bumey^  it  seems^  contributed  '  empha-  . 
tic  approbation.' 

In  the  Life  of  Lucretius,  there  is  an  evident  aspiration  after  John- 
sonian cadence  and  verbosity.     Thus  we  are  informed,  that  ^  incon- 
gruous testimonies  weaken  each  other,  ofier  little  ^ncouragemcint  to. 
Ae  interested  inquirer ;  and  rather  invite  conjecture,  th^n  add  proof  > 
to  probability.     Like  the  faint  and  dubious  rays  of  crepuscular 
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light,  8cc.'  From  sundry  hints  in  this  '  Life/  we  are  inclined  t^ 
believe  that  Lucretius  was  a  professed  Jacobin  :  he  seems  also  to 
have  had  a  pretty  smattermg  of  topography ;  for  we  read  that  he  Re- 
paired to  Athens,  *  and  there  he  found  the  grove  of  the  mysterious 
Plato,  the  lyceum  of  the.  acute  Aristotle,  and  the  gardens  of  tlie 
profound  Epiciu-us.*  In  tlie  present  scanty  state  of  our  know- 
ledge respecting  Lucretius,  we  are  thankful,  even  for  this  trifling 
addition  to  the  stock. — ^The  passage  which  immediately  follows  it, 
is  pf  so  dazzling  a  nature,  that  we  are  half  inclined  to  excuse  the 
Doctor  for  not  adverting  to  the  wild  and  incoherent  dance  ofhis 
metaphors. 

*  Though  Cicero,  at  his  return  to  Rx)me,  apostatized  from  the  princi- 
pies  of  Epicurus  [imbibed  in  his  youth)  in  favour  of  the  sublime,  how- 
ever  visionary,  Plato;  yet  it  no  where  appears  that  the  example o{  even 
so  distinguished  a  luminary  was  svfficiently  attractive  to  draw  after  it  antf 
of  the  minor  lights  of  the  school,  mnch  less  the  splendid  orby  whose  rays 
have  cbt/ted  in  such  prismatic  lustre  the  profound  system  of  the  garden/ 

The  persevering  traveller  has  now  arrived  at  the  third  grand  di- 
vision of  the  prolegomena,  namely,  ^  a  dissertation  on  the  genius  of 
Lucretius,  and.  the  philosophy  and  morals  of  his  poems.'  Here 
we  are  confounded  by  new  beauties.  '  The  Doctor  speaks  to  the 
cvvsrof  both  in  bis  philosophy  and  poetry;  they  both  aavour  of  tran- 
scendentalism. If  the  following  short  account  of  atoms  be  not , 
perfectly  intelligible,  it  is  at  least  conveyed  in  novel  language. 

*  These  atoms  moving  from  all  eternity  through  immeasurable  space ; 
meeting,  concussing,  rebounding,  combining,  amassing,  according  to  their 
smooth,  round,  angular  and  jagged  figures,  have  produced  all  the  com- 
pound bodies  of  the  univeTse  animate  and  inanimate.  The  more  closelj 
and  compactly  they  lie,  the  more  the  body  they  form  approximates  to 
perfect  solidity;  as  their  coalition  is  less  intimate,  it  will  be  more  vacu- 
ous and  rare.' — *  Thus  all  things  and  all  creatures  are  formed  from  ac- 
cruing particles.' — And  as  the  existence  of  these  invisible  essences,  like 
the  grosser  frame,  depend^  &c.'  , 

Dr.  J^usby  is  of  opinion,  that  if  Lucretius  could  rise  now  from 
the  grave  with  '  a  purged  mind/  he  would  be  very  well  prepared  to 
receive  the  light  of  the  christian  religion.  This  paradox  is  doubt- 
less most  credible,  inasmuch  as  it  is  well  known  that  those  who 
deny  a  ^rst  Great  Cause,  are  peculiarly  prone  to  admit  the  trudis  of 
Kevelation. 

'  All  must  admire  the  Judicious  method  and  lucid  order  with 
which  this  first  book  of  the  Nature  of  Things  is^  conducted/  sti)'s 
the  Doctor,  and  he  adds  that  '  the  attentive  reader,  if  blest  witli 
poetical  tastC;  has  been  charmed  with  the  fine  and  forcible  painting'.' 
Now  in  painting  there  is  a  certaia  exceUemre,  called  the  chiaro- 
*  '  ^uro. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sl6  Busby'5  Lucretius^  Apr. 

^uro,  which,  by  darkening  a  considerable  part  of  the  picture,  throws 
out  figures  and  other  objects  with  greater  clearness  and  precision. 
In  the  poem  before  us,  to  keep  up  the  Doctor's  metaphor,  no  less 
jthan  to  coincide  with  the  maxim  of  Horace,  that  '  poetry  is  as  a 
picture/  there  is  an  infinity  of  dark  colouring ;  flatness  is  perhaps 
.the  appropriate  word  for  this  species  of  obscurity  : — from  a  multi- 
tude of  examples  we  select  a  few  as  decided  specimens. — Lib.  I. 
Of  Venus,  whom  Dryden  has  so  beautifully  addressed,  the 
Doctor  says, 

*  Thee  I  invoke :  possess  me  while  I  sing ; 
To  Meromius'  ear  eternal  truth  I  bring.' — 1.  33. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  word  religio  should  not  be 
translated  religion.  In  the  passage  of  Lucretius,  which  condemns 
the  sacrifice  of  Iphigenia,  in  consequence  of  religio,  it  is  peculiarlj 
unfortunate.     Good's  prosaic  translation  is  correct. 

^  Such  are  the  crimes  that  superstition  prompts.' — 1.  llOr     .  / 

The  Doctor  amplifies  the  passage  thus  : 

*  Hence  stem  religion^  our  dismay  before, 
By  him  subjected,  and  our  plague  no  more, 
Humbkfd  in  turn,  beneath  our  feet  is  driven. 
And  his  brave  victory  equals  us  to  heaven* — 1.  88. 

Dr.  Nott  falls  into  the  same  error ;  Evelyn,  who  is  seldom  com- 
mendable, bears  off  the  palm. 

'  To  so  much  ill  could ybo/t^A  zeal  persuade !'     ^ 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  Cardinal  Polignac,  the  pious  and  philo- 
sophical author  of  Anti- Lucretius,  who  must  be  admitted  to  have 
understood  Latin  well,  although  he  had  no  idea  of  the  ntajesty  or 
smoothness  of  verse,  should  have  committed  the  same  mistake. 
He  impugns  the  word  religio  as  if  it  were  used  in  a  modem  sense. 

^  Effera  tantiim  igitur  potuit  suadere  malorum 
Impietas  non  religio^  &:c. 

The  washiness  of  the  following  line  is  only  surpassed  by  that  of 
the  two  which  succeed  it. 

*  As  sung  our  Ennius,  darling  of  the  nine.' — 1.  144. 

*  Wilcf  Acheron  in  never-dying  lays, 

And  the  Acherusian  temples  he  displays.' — 1.  150. 

We  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  shew  the  obligation  under 
which  we  lie  to  the  Doctor  for  the  coinage  of  sundry  new  words  f 
our  debt  is  not  much  less  to  him  for  the  conscription  of  ancient  and 
vulgar  terms  to  the  service  of  poetry.  Among  many  others^  the 
word  ^  megrims,'  is  ennobled. 

.   '  A  thousand  megrims  in  the  iuinds  revolved. Wi  l66» 

We 
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We  are  rather  astonished  that  the  symphonous  expression  ^  mul- 
ligrubs* did  liot  strike  the  Doctor  for  the 

*  Singultusque  frequens  noctem  per  saepe  diemqUe 
Conripere  assuiue  nervos,  et  membra  coactans, 
Dissolvebat  eos. 

How  sweet  is  the  passage  of  Lucretius^  which  it  has  pleased  our 
translator  to  enlarge  upon  and  beautify  ! 

*  Frondiferasque  novis  avibus  canere  undique  sylvas ; 
Hinc,  fessae  pecudes,  pingues  per  pabula  Iseta, 
Corpora  deponunt :  et  candens  lacteus  humor 
Uberibus  manatfdistentis:  hinc  nova  pi-oles 
Artubus  infirmis  teneras  lasciva  per  herbas 
Ludit,  lacW  novo  mentes  perculsa  novellas.' — 257. 

*  Hence  new^^flown  birds  the  woods  with  music  fill, 
And  vernal  raptures  from  the  branches  thrill  : 
Hence  lusty  cattle  on  soft  jgrass  repose : 
Hence  with  nutritious  juice  each  udder  ffc>vs: 
With  strength  yet  unamfirmed,  in  wanton  play, 

Their  milk-fed  younglings  o'er  the  meadows  stray.'  » 

.  I>octor  Busby,  either  in  the  abstruse  or  brilliant  passages  of  his 
author,  never  once  assimilates  himself  to  his  prototype.  In  those 
portions  of  his  work  where  he  has  taken  most  pains,  he  is  occa- 
sionally harmonious ;  but  to  this  the  praise  cannot  be  added  of 
adapting  his  style,  or  even  his  thoughts,  to  the  original.  The  best 
verses  have  little  of  the  soul,  or  even  the  meaning  of  Lucretius. 
Creech  is  some  times  prosaic  and  hasty,  but  seldom  unfaithful :  and 
by  a  minute  inspection  of  the  two  translations,  we  have  been  enabled 
to  detect  plagiarism  from  the  diction  and  turn  of  the  earlier,  version 
in  innumerable  instances. 

'  Principio,  venti  vis  verberat  incita  pontum, 
Ingenteisque  ruit  naveis,  et  nubila  diflfert/ — 272. 

*  First  then  the  mighty  winds,  themselves  unseen,  ^   - 
Sweep  oer  the  sea,  and  vex  the  liquid  green  ; 

Now  high,  now  low  tlie  reeling  vessels  bear, 

And  drive  the  rushing  clouds  through  darkened  air/ — 3l6. 

,  To  enable  him  to  spin  out  two  Latin  lines  into  four  English 
lines,  without  doubling  the  aggregate  of  each  book  in  the  English, 
the 'Doctor  is  frequently  compelled  to  omit  and  to  mutilate  in  other 
passages. 

After  reading  about  ^  nature's  leasts,'  a«  ungrammatical  expres- 
sion borrowed  from  Creech,  we  learn — 

,   '  Wise  nature  hath  ordained  each  thing  that  dies 
ShaH  to  its  least  parts  melt :  or  whence  would  rise 
VOL.  XI.  NO.  XXI.  ^  Materials 
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Materials,  daily  losses  to  repair  ? 
Since  compounds  ne'er  those  properties  can  share : . 
As  union,  motion,  concord,  forces,  weight 
And  all  those  powers  by  which  things  generate/ — 1. 6S3. 
*  Chief  among  these  stood  great  Empedocles 
Of  Agrigentum,  born  among  the  seas, 
In  Sicily's  fair  isle — three  stretching  sides 
Their  lengths  exhibit  to  the  azure  tides/ — 1.  785. 

Whose  sides,  in  the  name  of  grammar  ?  but  truths  are  occasion- 
tdly  more  plainly  spoken ; 

*  All  things  to  others  change,  and  all  things  come  and  go/ — 1.  871. 
We  should  have  considered  *  globules*  as  a  trisyllable  an  aipa£ 
KeyofievoVf  had  not  two  similar  curiosities  claimed  our  notice,  *  pus^ 
tulesy   in  three,  and  *  pellicules*  in  fouir  syllables.    The  beauty 
loses  by  repetition ;  but  as  the  old  iambographer  says, 
'  Etiam  cqnlliis  unus  habet  umhram  suam! 

*  Blood  springs  from  globules  in  union  rolled.' — 1. 910. 

*  The  body  glows  with  reddened  pustules.' 

*  And  new-dropi  calves  their  thin  pelUculesJ 

In  V.  948,  the  subtlety,  but  real  weakness  of  the  arguments  of 
Anaxagoras,  are  strongly  brought  before  us,  thus : 

*  Here  Anaxagoras  appears  to  shake, 
With  subtle  argument,  the  side  we  take/ 

The  Doctor  had  said  before  of  him  that  he  was  a  Very  sorry 
Teasoner.  ^ 

It  has  been  affirmed  that  '  truth  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a  well,' 
and  it  appears  from  an  account  given  by  Dr.  Busby,  which  he  has 
been  kind  enough  to  appropriate  gratuitously  to  Lucretius,  that  some 

Sople,  though  possibly  but  few,  dive  into  the  well,  or,  to  use  the. 
octor's  more  correct  language,  dive  the  well,  for  it.  To  those 
who  are  not  divers,  h^  promises  to  '  disclose  his  rigid  principles  in 
verse  that  flows  with  Hyblaean  sweetness/ 

< liaec  ratio  plerumque  videtur 

Tristior  esse,  qui  bus  non  est  traciata — 

this  system  seems  uncouth 

.    To  those  who  seldom  dive  the  well  of  truth/ 

The  '  Mighty  Mother,'  whom  Pope  sings,  must  surely  have 
inspired  these  lines. 

*  Great  mother  of  the  Gods  this  earth's  proclaimed ; 
Of  man  and  brute  the  common  parent  framed  ; 
Her  the  learned  Grecian  poets  sung  of  old, 
Her  car  through  lofty  heaven  two  lions  rolled ; 
By  this  they  (i.  e.  the  lions)  taught  that  mid  th'  aetherial  plains 
Hangs  the  vast  globe^  whose  weight  no  base  sustains/ — ^1.  66l. 
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Book  III.^ — ^  Grisly  Potentate/  and  '  Mortal  Monarchy'  as  per- 
sonificatious  of  deaths  are  not  very  classical. 

*  Since  then  the  nature  of  the  mind  and  soul 
Forms  but  a  part  of  man,  let  those  who  stole 
From  Helkonia  (where  is  that?)  Hakmony's  proud  name 
.  (To  grace  their  system  of  the  human  frame. 
And  give  the  soul  a  name  it  never  knew) 
Retake  it — Memmius  list — I  sing  to  you.' — 1. 144. 

We  are  informed,  in  line  278,  that  '  the  subtle  seeds  of  four  na- 
tures rove  so  confusedly,  and  move  so  intermixed/ 

*  That  those  from  these  no  interval  divides ; 
Each  with  the  others  constantly  resides.' — 1.  281. 

*  Vapour  is  cold,  the  trembler  Fear  awakes. 
Horror  excites,  and  every  member  shakes.' — 1.  S13. 

*  Their  genial  powers  so  mutually  employ, 
Divide  them,  you  vitality  destroy/ — 1.  372. 

The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  didascalic  familiarity : 

'  When  o'er  the  body  death  assumes  his  reign,  ^ 

Do,  or  do  not,  some  seeds  of  soul  remain  ? 
If  in  the  affirmative  you  once  reply. 
You  fairly  grant  me  her  mortality.' — 1.  8.00. 

Of  maggots,  die  Doctor,  as  if  irritated,  speaks  in  high-sounding 
language. 

*  Whence  all  the  boneless,  bloodless,  tribes  that  swarm 
The  bloated  limbs  and  take  tkejiesh  by  storm  T — 1.  810, 

Of  the  fourth  book  it  is  our  decided  opinion  that  no  translatioa 
should  be  given.  Dryden  adds  even  the  embellishment  of  luscious 
verse  to  those  portions  of  it  which  arfe  simply  philosophical.  We 
are  ready  to  admit  that  the  present  translation  of  these  verses  affords 
the  most  favourable  insbnces  of  poetry  in  the  two  volumes ;  but 
4he  well-known  apology  of  Ausonius,  if  it  ever  occurred  to  Doctor 
Busby,  should  have  been  considered  by  him  as  indefensible.  Creech 
had  the  delicacy  to  omit  the  more  flagrant  passages,  which  his  kind 
editor  has  supplied  from  Dryden.  Marchetti  is  gross-*-Good^ 
disgusting. 

Doctor  Busby  is  extremely  fond  of  addressing  the  Muse,  when 
Lucretius  is  not  thinking  about  her.  '  Teach  me,  oh  Muse'  is 
the  general  translation  of  erpediam.  Occasionally  she  is  invoked 
as  a  goddess,  which,  were  it  not  for  the  opening  address  to  Venus, 
would  be  cUrect  heresy.  That  invocation  has  raised  much  dis- 
pute among  the  commentators ;  and  all  being  jealous  lest  thei|: 
author's  irreligion  should  not  be  consistent,  attempt  to  explain  it 
away,    Nardius^  the  Florentipe  editor^  gravely  informs  us,  that 

Q  2  Venujs, 
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Venus,  in  the  passages  to  which  we  allude,  means  nothing  but  j^a^"* 
herbs. 

Lucretius  is,  in  parts,  so  difficult,  that  we  can  sympathize  with  a 
translator  who  has  many  leagues  of  desert  to  pass  through  before^ 
he  reaches  an  oasis*  But  our  sympathy  is  much  diminished  whea 
he  strides  On  at  the  same  careless  pace,  ^  througbhard  and  rare/ 

*  Contrary  ptitts  the  altered  figure  wears 
The  dexter  side  the  sinister  appears  : 
Thus  if  a  mask  of  humid  clay  should  fall 
On  the  hard  stone;s,  or  dash  against  a  wall^ 
Though  beaten  back,  yet  still  the  face  remains. 
And  undisturbed  its  character  retains ; 

Starts  out  posterior — all  the  hollow  fills. 

And,  by  inversion,  still  the  face  reveals/ — 1.  352. 

*  The  dexter  side  shall  now  the  left  become. 
And  now  the  sinister  the  right  resume ; 

Through  constant  change  the  shade  its  course  pursues, 
Its  primal  shape  alternately  renews/— I.  373. 
The  Doctor  mentions  a  property  of  shadows,  which,  we  io  not 
before  remember  to  have  seen.  , 

'  These  [ue.Jight  shadows]  as  they  ambulating  visions  brii^g, 
Give  the  obedient  mind  a  kindred  spring — 
Inspire  a  will '  — 1. 1036. 

From  books  V.  and  Vt.  we  had  selected  a  more  than  usual  quaii' 
tity  of  gems ;  but  we  must  be  brief. 
We  are  informed  that 


•  the  vast  universe,  the  All  of  All, 


iStedfast  shall  stand,  nor  to  destrilclion  fall.'-^l.  465* 
aadimmediately  after,  that 

* the  dismal  portal  gapes  for  all. 

And  sure  destruction  on  the  world  will  fall/ 

On  the  origin  of  language,  we  are  thus  questipned : 

*  Could  one  alone  by  name  each  creature  call, 
And  no  one  else  by  names  distinguish  all  ?* 

^  And  is  it  wonderful  that  men^  supplied 
With  vocal  organs,  and  in  whom  reside 
The  powers  of  intellect,  should  names  devise 
For  objects  constantly  before  their  eyes  ?' — 1.  1320;        ^  ' 

* .: . • —  I  feel 

Sublimer  energies,  and  warmer  zeal/ 
Under,  this  inspiration  the  Doctor  proceeds : 

' hence  reel  our  lofty  palaces,  while  lesl 

Our  humbler  tenements  the  shocks  distressj 
And  least  of  all  the  lowest  roofs  impress/ 

Again, 
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Again! 

*  Craters  the  Greeks  pronounce  them ;  but  our  laws 
Of  language  claim  we  term  them  mouths  and  jaws* 

Innovations  in  grammar  would  occupy  more  room  than  we  can 
ollot.  In  quantity  we  have  the  following  novelties.  Posthiinious, 
contrary,  Gerjfon,  Ismara,  Stymphalus,  bitt^men,  caloric  and 
caloric,  and  Melita.  Many  of  the  rhymes  are  ill-sorted,  as,  *  racks 
and  beaks,'  *  moon  and  surty  ^  pdssess  and  increase/  *  teems  and 
limbs,   ^  Jill  znA  steal,   ^  admit  ^uA  flight/  &c. 

If  Horace  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that,  under  certain  regulations, 
his  poetical  predecessors  had  deserved  well  of  the  literary  common- 
wealth, for  coining  new  words,  and  naturalizing  others  from  tho 
Greek  language,  what  must  be  our  gratitude  to  Doctor  Busby,  who 
has  enriched  his  patrius  sermo  with  many  pleasant  verbs  and  nouns : 
some parci  detorta  from  the  Latin;  others  wholly  Latin;  others 
from  the  mint  of  his  own  imagination  ?  Hence  we  read,  *  Rarity' 
(for  rariiication),  ^  luminate,'  '  finity,*  *  re-image,  '  retrogradely,' 
*  undeadened,'  *  to  serene,'  *  vitalize,'  *  tenuous  seeds,'  *  villous 
tongues,'  *  flavorous  seeds,'  and  *  saporous  war.'  Then  we  have 
sundry  hospital  terms,  served  up  in  their  original  language,  such 
as  *  faecula^,'  *  viscera,'  *  pallor,'  *  virus,'  *  cruor,'  *  scank  saliva,' 
and  '  the  nasal  flood,'  and 


•  Oft  the  passing  voice  the  glottis  wears, 


The  ^mcAcfl  roughens,  and  the  bronchia  tears/ — iV.6S0. 

It  is,  however,  but  fair  to  Dr.  Busby,  to  allow  him  the  meed 
occasiopally  of  pasy  versification ;  a  versification  exactly  fashioned 
in  the  Darwinian  school,  ^nd  tuned,  from  the  nature  of  his  subject, 
to  the  same  topics.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  he  sometimes 
suipasses  Darwin  in  his  best  style ;  and  the  only  drawback  to  the 
pleasure  we  feel  iu  reading  his  better  verses,  arises  from  their 
thorough  want  of  resemblance  to  the  original. 

*  With  wonders  first  she  teemed,  things  formless  bred, 
Her  surface  with  gigantic  monsters  spread ; 
Some  that  to  neither  sex  their  title  proved, 
And  yet  from  neither  sex  were  far  removed  5 
Some,  short  of  feet,  some,  wanting  hands,  arise, 
Some  -without  mouths,  and  some  devoid  of  eyes. 
Here  to  lax  limbs  distorted  limbs  adhered,  * 

There,  disproportioned,  all  the  frame  appeared ; 
Cramped  was  each  member,  limb  with  limb  at  strife, 
And  each  refused  the  offices  of  life : 
To  walk,  to  act,  their  nerveless  powers  deny, 
To  seek  subsistence,  or  from  danger  fly ; 
And  many  a  hideous  creature  stalked  the  plain. 
At  first  triumphant  rose,  but  rose  in  vaia: 

©  3  For 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l6S  feusby**  Lucretius*  A  pit. 

For  nature,  shocked  to  view  her  own  disgrace, 
Forbade  the  fruitful  joys  of  love's  embrace ; 
Withheld  the  blessing  of  maturing  food, 
And  to  extinction  doomed  the  monster-brood/— ^V.  1059. 

Dr.  Busby  frequently  rivals  Creech,  and  sometimes  undoubtedly 
excels  him^  as  in  the  following  passage : 

'  — ' ,  sed  prim  urn,  quicquid  aquai 

TolHtur,'  &c.— V.256. 

*  But,  lest  tlie  mass  of  waters  prove  too  great, 
The  sun  drink?  some,  to  quench  his  nat'ral  heat : 
And  some  the  winds  brush  off;  with  wanton  play 
They  dip  their  wings,  and  bear  some  part  away : 
Some  passes  through  the  earth,  diffused  all  o'er. 
And  leaves  its  salt  behind  in  every  pore ; 
For  all  returns  through  narrow  channels  spread. 
And  joins  where'er  the  fountain  shews  her  head ; 
And  thence  sweet  streams  in  fair  meanders  play, 
And  through  the  vallies  cut  their  liquid  way ; 
And  herbs  and  flowers  on  every  side  bestow; 
The  fields  all  smile  with  flowers,  where'er  they  flow/ — Creech. 

'  But  lest  too  high  the  briny  flood  should  swell, 

The  flying  winds  upon  their  pinions  steal 

ISome  parts  redundant;  some  the  sun  exhales. 

And  some  refreshen  subterraneous  vales  ; 

Strained  through  the  secret  channels,  they  resign, 

By  due  degrees,  their  particles  saline; 

Up  to  some  fountain-head  attracted  glide. 

Then  lead  through  nurtured  plains  their  sweet'ned  tide ; 

With  liquid  feet  retrace  their  shining  ways. 

Through  former  beds,  and  seek  th'  increasing  seas.' — Bushy. 
In  the  following  extract  from  the  beautiful  commencement  of 
the  second  book,  Dr.  Busby  is  equally  successful  against  Dryden^ 
whose  version  is  in  every  one's  hand, 

*  Oh  wretched  mortals,  souls  devoid  of  light, 

Lost  in  the  shades  of  intellectual  night, 

This  transient  life  they  miserably  spend, 

Strangers  to  nature,  and  to  nature's  end  : 

Nor  see  all  human  wants  in  these  combined, 

A  healthful  body,  and  a  peaceful  mind. 
<  But  little  our  corporeal  part  requires 

To  sooth  our  pains,  and  feed  our  just  desires. 

From  simplest  sources  purest  pleasure  flows, 

And  nature  asks  but  pleasure,  and  repose. 

What  though  no  sculptured  boys  of  burnished  gold 

Around  thy  hall  the  flaming  torches  hold, 

Gilding  the  midnight  banquet  with  their  rays, 

W^ile  goblets  sparkle,  and  while  lustres  blaze, 
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What  though  thy  mansion  with  ilo  silver  shine, 
Nor  gold  emblazon  with  its  rich  design, 
No  fretted  arch,  no  painted  dome,  rebound 
The  rapturous  voice,  and  harps  exulting  sound, ^ 
Yet  see  the  swains  their  gliding  moments  pass 
In  sweet  indulgence  on  the  tender  grass 
Near  some  smooth  limpid  lapse  of  murmuring  stream 
Whose  bordering  oaks  exclude  the  noontide  beam,   . 
Chiefly  when  Spring  leads  on  the  smiling  hours, 
And  strews  the  brightened  mead  with  opening  flowers 
In  grateful  shades,  soft  seats  of  peace  and  health, 
Calmly  they  lie,  nor  dream  of  needless  wealth/ 

Appended  to  each  book  is  a  body  of  commentaries  closely 
printed,  and  a  life  of  Epicurus.  From  'this  portion  of  the  work 
we  had  selected  several  remarks,  but  we  nmst  retire,  like  satisfied 
guests.  The  style  is  generally  turgid  and  inflated ;  the  poetical  il- 
lustration is  mostly  dug  for  in  the  mine  of  Wakefield,  and  the  ear- 
lier Latin  critics ;  and  the  philosophy  borrowed  from  Creech,  who 
himself  pilfered  without  scruple  from  Gassendi. — The  Doctor 
throughout  shews  much  unwillingness  to  acknowledge  obligations 
of  this  nature. 

On  the  whole,  although  we  are  not  of  the  opinion  of  Possevin, 
that  parts  only  of  Lucretius  ought  to  be  perused,  we  think  that 
parts  only  ought  to  be  translated.  The  philosophical  majesty  of 
Lucretius  is  hardly  attainable  in  modern  language;  such  pnnciples 
drest  in  poetry  must  ever  be  uninviting,  and,  in  a  great  degree^  un- 
intelligible. We  speak  however  with  deference  discipularum  inter 
cathedrasy  while  our  parties  are  enlightened  by  female  metaphysi- 
cians, and  ladies  assist  at  Galvanic  lectures.  For  the  present^ 
we  are  content  with  Creech;  and  rest  in  the  hope  that  when 
good  versions  shall  have  been  made  of  those  poets  whose  title  to 
them  w^  have  cursorily  examined,  the  docti  furor  arduus  Lu' 
creti  will  find  a  kindred  soul  in  some  translator  of  learning,  dis- 
crimination, and  poetical  talent. 


Art.  VIII.  1 .  A  Picturesque  Journey  to  the  North  Cape.  By  A.  F. 
Skioldebrand ;  translated  from  the  French.  London.  Richard- 
son; 1813.    Pp.270. 

S.  Travels  through  Norway  and  Lapland  during  the  years  1806, 
1807,  and  1808.  By  Leopold  Von,  Buch,  Member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin.  Translated  from  the 
original  Germany  by  John  Black,  with  Notes  and  Illustrations 
chiefly  Mineralogical,  and  some  Account  of  the  Author,  by 
Robert  Jameson,  F.  R.  S.  E.  F.  L.  S.  &c.  Professor  of  Natural 
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-  History  in  the  Univereity  of  Edinburgh.  Illustrated  with 
Maps  and  Physical  Sections,  Pp;  484.  4to.  London.  1813. 
S.  Foyage  dans  le  Nord  de  PEurope  consistant  principalement  de 
Promenades  en  Norwige,  et  de  quelques  Courses  en  Suide  dans 
Fannie  1807.  Suiviaun  jippendice  contenant  des  Remarques 
historiques  et  physiques^  8^c.  &;c.  S^c.  Par  A.  Lamotte,  avec 
des  planches,  et  iine  carte  de  Norw^ge,  &c.  Pp.  244.  4to. 
A  Londres.   1813. 

nPHE  north  of  Europe  has  been  styled  by  a  Gothic  historian  the 
"*-  forge  of  the  human  iace.  *  1  should  rather  call  it,'  says  Mon- 
tesquieu, *  the  forge  in  which  those  powerful  iustniments  \vcre 
fabricated  which  broke  the  chains  rivetted  in  the  south  for  the  sub- 
jection of  mankind ;'  and  Scandinavia  may  claim  the  high  preroga- 
tive of  being  the  source  of  all  the  liberty  we  now  enjoy.  By  the 
later  historians  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  Goths  are  described  as  a 
ferocious  and  uncivilized  people,  and  hence  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  connect  with  their  name  an  idea  of  barbarism  which  by 
no  means  belongs  to  them ;  for  instead  of  bringing  mere  havoc  ana 
devastation  in  their  train  during  their  progress  southward,  they  im- 
parted to  the  nations  which  they  subdued,  a  spirit  of  independence, 
and  a  taste  for  mihtary  glory,  that  had  ceased  to  exist  in  the  cor- 
rupt ages  of  Rome;  and  although  the  bright  flame  of  liberty  which 
they  introducied,  was  for  a  time  obscured,  it  at  length  began  to 
shew  itself  with  various  degrees  of  force,  in  the  different  quarters 
of  civilized  Europe.  The  northern  tribes  have  from  this  cause  ac- 
quired a  domestic  claim,  as  it  is  called  by  Gibbon,  to  our  atten- 
tion and  regard. 

Independently  however  of  the  curiosity  which  we  naturally  feel 
to  search  into  the  early  history  of  a  people  to  whom  \i^e  are  so 
much  indebted,  and  to  extract  some  conclusive  facts  from  the 
obscurity  in  which  it  is  involved,  there  is  something  peculiarly  in- 
viting in  the  first  annals  of  these  frozen  regions;  we  dwell  with 
delight  upon  the  wild  mixture  of  superstition  and  romance  which 
pervaded  their  mythology  and  poetical  compositions,  and  our  ad- 
miration is  excited  by  the  chivalrous  spirit  and  fearless  intrepidity 
which  so  peculiarly  distinguished  the  descendants  of  Odin.  This 
chieftain,  according  to  received  tradition,  was  compelled  by  Pom- 
pey,  after  the  fall  of  Mithridates,  to  abandon  Asgard,  his  native 
seat,  on  the  banks  of  the  M aeotis,  and  to  move  westward  with  his 
tribe,  the  Ases,  in  quest  of  new  settlements.  He  sought  an  asylum 
in  Sweden ;  became  the  legislator  of  Scandinavia,  and  the  founder 
of  a  new  religion.* 

*  Pontoppidan  remarks  that  the  manners  of  the  Norwegians  are,  hi  Some  respects,  ex- 
trem|iy  slmilaf  to  those  of  the  Georgians,  a«  described  by  Chardin.        (      ^ 
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■  Scandinavia  is  described  by  Pliny  as  an  island  of  conisiderable 
though  uncertain  magnitude^  and  no.  precise  limits  are  assigned  to 
it  by  any  ancient  author  with  whom  we  are  acquainted;  to  the 
eastward  we  find  Finningia,  another  island  of  not  less  importance^ 
and  the  modem  names  of  Schonland  or  Scania,  and  Finland, 
by  which  thesje  coiintries  are  now  designated,  are  expressive  of 
the  supposed  beauty  of  the  regions  to  which  they  belong.  Though 
we  may  reasonably  attribute  to  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  geo- 
graphy which  the  ancients  possessed,  the  mistaken  notipn  as  to  the 
insular  position  of  these  countries,  it  may  also  be  accounted  for  in 
another  manner.  The  diminution  in  the  height  of  the  Baltic  sea, 
is  an  object  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Swedish  philosophers 
has  for  some  time  been  directed,  and  it  is  noticed  by  two  of  the 
travellers  whose  works  we  have  under  review.  If  the  sinkii^  of 
the  water  in  thisljuarter  has  continued  in  regular  proportion  from 
the  earliest  times,  at  the  period  when  Pliny  wro^te,  the  flat  country 
of  Scandinavia  must  have  been  covered  with  the  sea,  and  the  high 
lands  appeared,  as  they  are  described  by  him,  as  so  many  islands 
of  various  forms  and  dimensions.  This  at  least  is  the  opinion  which 
is  hazarded  by  Gibbon  on  a  subject  which  admits  of  much  curious 
speculation. 

The  adventurous  spirit  of  individuals  has  by  degrees  afforded 
us  the  requisite  information  respecting  many  parts  of  the  globe  with 
wliich  the  ancients  were  but  imperfectly  acquainted;  and  we  are 
inuch  indebted  to  those  travellers,  who  have  in  various  directions 
traversed  countries  little  known,  and  which  promised  but  scantily  to 
repay  their  labour.  It  i§  M'ith  this  impression  that  we  have  ven- 
tured to  call  the  attention  of  pur  readers  to  the  translations  of  the 
Travels  of  Skioljiebrand  and  Von  Buch,  who  by  different  routes  ex- 
plored their  way  to  the  North  Cape.  The  former  may  not  be  un- 
known to  them  as  the  companion  of  M.  Acerbi ;  and  though  we 
must  confess  that  his  book  wears  a  mo§t  unfashionable  appearance 
in  these  days  of  ponderous  and  oppressive  quartos,  we  are  not  dis- 
posed on  that  account  to  treat  it  with  contempt.  The  original  work, 
which  was  published  at  Stockholm,  is  of  larger  dimensions,  as  the 
engravings  form  the  chief  and  most  valuable  part ;  from  these  M. 
Acerbi  has  appai;ently  borrowed  most  of  the  plates  which  accom- 
pany his  volumes,  and  this  he  has  done,  so  far  as  we  remember,  with- 
out any  acknowledgment. 

Colonel  ^kioldebcand  is  an  officer  of  some  reputation  in  the 
Swedish  service.  In  the  year  1808  he  was  ordered  to  conduct  a 
brigade  which  he  commanded,  to  the  support  of  the  army  then 
opposed  to  the  Russians  in  Finland  ;  in  this  expedition  he  was  not 
fortunate.  We  believe  he  has  since  been  serving  under  the  Crown 
Prince  in  Holstein,  as  we  observe  his  name  in  more  than  one 
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of  die  Swedish  bulletios.  The  occasional  reflectioos  with  which 
bis  work  is  interspersed,  give  us  a  favourable  opinion  of  his 
sense  and  feelmg;  and  the  artist-like  manner  in  which  he  describes 
the  scenery  hcf  visited,  inclines  us  to  think  more  highly  of  his  taste^ 
than  of  the  common  run  of  picturesque  travellers. 

He  sets  out  from  Stockholm,  as  he  tells  us,  with  the  expectation 
of  confirming  his  previous  opinion,  that  good  and  evil  are  equally 
distributed  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  hoping 
still  to  hear, 

*  The  shiv'ring  tenant  of  the  frozen  zone 
Boldly  proclaim  the  happiest  spot  his  own.'  ^ 

The  first  object  which  arrests  his  attention  on  leaving  Griselham, 
IS  the  appearance  of  the  Frozen  sea,  which  he  was  preparing  to 
cross,  and  we  were  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that  he  was  not 
more  familiarized  with  this  singular  spectacle.  A  native  of  more 
temperate  climes  might  indeed  be  excused  for  entertaining  some 
uneasy  sensations  whilst  driving  at  a  distance  from  land,  through 
vessels  imbedded  in  ice,  or  amongst  glaciers  which  the  wind  and 
currents  havef  heaped  up;  but  there  is  no  part  of  the  sea  which 
washes  the  Swedish  coast,  that  is  not  partially  frozen  over  in  severe 
ivinters*  After  some  trifling  disasters  however  on  the  passage,  our 
traveller  reaches  the  rock  on  which  the  telegraph  is  placed,  which 
communicates  with  Griselham,  about  thirty  miles  distant  from  the 
Swedish  coast.  His  satisfaction  on  setting  foot  again  on  terra  firma, 
appears  here  to  have  transported  him  beyond  his  usual  tone  of  sober 
description,  and  to  have  blinded  him  to  the  inconveniences  of  the 
spot.  He  J)abbles,  like  Falstafl^,  *  o'  green  fields,'  and  a  tavern, 
neither  of  which  pleasing  objects  we,  for  our  parts,  were  ever  able 
to  discover,  though  we  had  full  leisure  to  observe  all  '  the  qualities 
of  the  isle,'  during  a  dreary  sojourn  of  several  days,  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation of  crossing  the  gulph  to  Sweden.  Nothing  in  fact  can 
be  more  beautiful  than  the  appearance  of  the  islands  in  this  part  of 
the  Baltic  sea  during  the  summer  months,  nor  can  more  desolate 
quarters  be  imagined  during  the  long  night  of  winter. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  gulph  are  situated  the  flourishing 
towns  of  Abo,  Wasa,-  and  Ulleaborg,  all  places  of  considerable 
traffic  in  the  raw  materials  with  which  the  north  of  Europe 
abounds.  Owing  to  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  water  of  the 
Baltic,  it  is  said  that  the  harbours  at  these  ports  are  much  de- 
teriorated ;  but  the  population  of  Abo  is  still  reckoned  at  upwards 
of  8000,  and  that  of  Ulleaborg,  which  is  next  to  Abo  in  importance, 
at  4000. 

Tlie  Ostrobothnians  are  an  honest  and  industrious  people.  Their 
habitations,  though  not  exactly  fitted  up  accordbg  to  our  ideas  of 
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,  comfort  and  cleanliness,  are  well  stored  with  almost  every  tbing  tfaeir 
wants  can  require ;  and  there  are  few  in  which  silver  spoons,  and 
other  articles  of  domestiq  luxury,  are  not  produced  on  the  appearance 
of  a  guest.  The  bath  is  their  chief  solace,  and  that  rapid  transition 
from  the  most  violent  heat  to  extreme  cold,  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  consider  so  pernicious,  is  here  practised,  as  in  Russia,  and 
with  the  same  impunity.  The  fac^  of  the  country  is  in  general 
covered  with  fir  forests ;  but  in  spite  of  the  shortness  of  the  summers 
in  these  parts,  sufficient  grain  is  grown  for  the  consumption  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  even,  as  it  appears,  for  occasional  exportation. 

We  find  our  author  pursuing  his  journey  northwards,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  and  his  description  of  the  entrance  into  Westro- 
bothnia  gives  us  a  high  idea  of  die  beauty  of  that  province,  of  the 
richness  of  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torneo,  and  of  the 
size  of  the  forest  timber  which  is  there  growing.  This  town^ 
which  by  the  treaty  of  Fredericksham  in  1809  has  become  the 
boundary  of  the  Russian  frontier,  was  founded  by  Charles  IX  of 
Sweden  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  its  name  has  be- 
come familiar  to  us,  from  its  having  been  for  some  time  die  resi- 
dence of  the  French  astronomers,  who,  in  1736,  were  sent  t6 
measure  a  degree  of  tne  meridian  at  the  polar  circle.  The  inhabi- 
tants do  not  exceed  600,  they  are  Swedes,  and  proverbial  for  their 
love  of  good  cheer,  and  their  indifference  to  the  concerns  of  the  rest 
of  the  world.  To  these  convivial  qualities,  we  suspect,  must  partly 
be  attributed  the  decay  of  the  trade  which  was  formerly  carried  on 
here,  as  the  emporium  of  all  the  commodities  brought  down  th^ 
rivers  from  Lapland.  This  internal  traffic  is  now  conducted  by  the 
more  enterprising  Fins,  who  are  encouraged  to  settle  by  the  liberal 
provision  made  for  new  comers ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  gradual  in^ 
flux  of  settlers  from  Finland  diat  the  population  of  Swedish  Lap- 
land is  said  to  have  doubled  in  the  course  of  thirty  years. 

The  people  by  whom  this  rapid  progress  in  civilization  has  been 
effected  are  desei*ving  of  attention ;  and  we  shall  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  some  account  of  the  Laplanders. 

The  peculiar  barbarism  and  wretchedness  of  the  Fins,  who  are 
supposed  to  have  inhabited  this  part  of  Europe,  are  noticed  by 
Tacitus  in  his  account  of  the  tribes  of  Germany ;  and  as  they  are 
described  by  him  to  have  excelled  in  the  practice  of  archery,  some 
have  been  inclined  to  consider  them  as  the  Arimaspians,  or  one- 
eyed  nation,  by  whom  the  Griffins  were  robbed  .of  their  gold. 
The  difference  in  figure,  manners,  and  language  Wnich  exists  be- 
tween the  modem  Fins  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  Scandinavia, 
has  excited  much  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  this  people.  That  they 
came  originally  froih  the  east  there  can  be  little  doubt,  as  they  are 
Ihe  earliest  inhabitants  of  the  north  of  Russia  with  whom  we  ktb 
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acquainted.  In  the  ninth  century  Pern  was  their  chief  city,  ^d 
Tby  means  of  the  aters  Volga  and  Petzora  they  were  enabled  to 
carry  on  a  traffic  of  some  importance,  by  introducing  into  the  north 
pf  Europe  the  lighter  commodities  of  Samarcand  and  India.  This 
commerce,  no  doubt,  by  degrees  became  lucrative,  for  we  find 
afterwards  the  city  of  Pern  in  alliance  with  the  Hanse  towns ;  she 
also  sent  three  hundred  men  to  the  relief  of  Novogorod^hen  at- 
tacked by  Ivan  Vassilivitch,  a  circumstance  which  will  enable  us  to 
form  some  judgment  both  of  the  re^l  strength  of  Pern,  and  of 
the  city  whose  power  was  supposed  to  be  onjy  inferior  to  that  of 
the  gods. 

We  derive  our  first  acquaintance  Vvitb  the  people  in  the  north  of 
the  Scandinavian  peninsula  from  the  report  made  by  Ochter  to 
our  king  Alfred.  This  foreigner  dwelt  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Norway,  and  states  that  he  undertook  a  voyage  round  the  nbrth 
cape  to  the  White  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  trade  in  whale- 
bone and  other  articles  of  the  same  description,  with  the  natives  in 
that  quarter,  and  it  is  singular  to  observe  tha^  so  little  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  manners  of  the  people  as  they  ^re  described  by 
him. 

Helgeland,  the  native  country  of  Ochter,  is  considered  to  be  the 
uncient  abode  of  tho^e  Jotuns  or  Giants,  whom  we  meet  with  in  the 
Icelandic  poets,  and  whona  it  was  as  meritorious  in  a  Norwegian  to 
put  to  death^  as  it  formerly  was  in  Scotland  to  hunt  a  Mac  Gregor. 
The  fact  appears  to  be,  that  Odin,  on  his  arrival  in  the  north,  was 
resolved  to  exterminate  the  former  settlers,  though  they  also  came 
from  the  east,  as  well  as  his  immediate  followers,  and  he  there- 
fore represented  them  as  monsters  both  in  stature  and  appearance, 
and  addicted  to  al'  the  horrid  practices  of  sorcery  and  magic. 

Wulfstan,  whose  voyages  are  to  be  met  with  in  Hakluyt's  col- 
lection, was  also  consulted  by  Alfred  on  the  subject  of  the  countries 
he  had  visited,  but  his  information  only  extended  to  those  bordering 
on  the  Baltic  sea.  In  speaking  of  the  customs  of  the  people  of 
iBastland,  the  Mstn  of  Tacitus,  he  mentions  a  curious  species  of 
legacy-hunting,  which  if  practised  by  us  would  render  the  training 
of  race-horses  a  more  productive  amusement  than  it  is  generally 
found  to  be.  When  any  one  dies,  says  he,  his  effects  are  placed  in 
five  or  six  heaps,  at  different  distances  from  the  town  in  which  he 
resided.  Those  who  have  the  swiftest  horses  in  thecountry  around, 
within  a  certain  extent,  are  then  summoned,  and  a^  the  heap  most 
distant  from  the  town  is  the  most  valuable,  the  struggle  is  to  ob- 
tain it.  The  remaining  heaps  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  less  successful 
competitors,  in  the  order  in  which  they  arrive  at  them. 

Tne  language  of  the  Fins  has  nothing  in  common  with  that  of 
any  neighbouring  people,  though  its  resemblance  to  the  Hungarian 
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has  been  often  remarked  ;''^they  have  been  celebrated  for  their  lot« 
of  poetry,  and  their  talent  for  stringing  together  the  runic  verses  in 
the  manner  of  the  Italian  improvisator^  The  lities  do  hot  rhimey 
but  are  alliterative  in  the  manner  of  *  Piers  Plowman's  Vision/ 
an  old  poem  of  the  14th  century.  The  Lapland  tongue  is  said  to 
possess  an  elegant  brevity^  and  at  the  same  time  a  great  copious-  ^ 
iiess  and  variety  of  expression ;  if  we  may  believe  Scheffetoor,  these 
people  were  not  deficientin  the  poetical  art;  The  specimens,  how- 
ever, which  he  has  given  us,  aiid  which  we  have  all  been  used  to 
peruse  with  so  much  pleasure,^  appear  rather  to  be  the  pro-» 
ductions  of  a  refined  nation,  than  of  the  untutored  inhabitants  of 
Lapland. 

Mr.  Porthan  notices  the  resemblance  between  the  Lapponic 
language  and  tfiat  of  the  nations  adjacent  to  the  Samoyedes,  from 
which  a  fair  inference  may  be  drawn  of  their  common  origin ;  but 
a  strong  similarity  in  their  habits  of  life  would  induce  us,  with  les$ 
hesitation,  to  derive  the  two  tribes  from  the  same  stocky  as  we 
entirely  agree  with  Colonel  Skioldebtand  in  the  following  obser-* 
vation. 

'  In  general,  I  think  that  inquiries  as  to  the  resemblance  of  lan- 
guages mayihrow  much  light  on  history,  and  prove  as  well  the  affini- 
ties, as  the  ancient  connection  between  people  now  far  apart,  and 
mutually  ignorant  of  each  other.  But  when  the  origin  of  nations  is  in 
question,  if  this  conformity  alone  is  to  be  found  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  physical  relations,  as  the  same  characteristic  features,  the  same 
form,  &c.  I  think  one  cannot  mistake  in  preferring  the  conclusions  de- 
duced from  the  latter,  as  the  more  probable.  The  children  of  a  negro 
and  n^gress,  born  in  a  northern  latitude,  will  be  always  negroes;  yet 
may  be  unacquainted  with  their  mother  s  language,  and  speak  that  only 
of  the  country  where  they  were  brought  up.  -  Tlie  jews  of  all  countries 
have  peculiar  features  which  distinguish  them  from  all  other  people, 
&c.' 

We  are  inclined,  therefore,  to  consider  the  Laplanders,  the 
Samoyedes,  the  Esquimaux,  and  the  Greenlanders,  who  are  all  to  be 
-  found  in  the  same  northern  latitude,  as  originally  the  same  people, 
and  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  VonBuch,  who  thinks  it  probable 
that  the  Laplanders  descended  from  the  White  sea  towards  Norway 
and  Sweden,  and  that  the  Fins  on  the  other  hand  ascended  from 
Esthonia,  through  Finland. 

*  The  tradition  of  the  Fins,'  says  Skioldebrand,  *  and  the  few  which 
the  Laplanders  retain,  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  latter  have  formerly 
possessed  Finland,  and  have  been  expelled  by  the  present  occupiers. 

*  A  curious  simUarity  to  the  Finuish  language  has  been  observed  in  an  unLooked 
for  quarter.  It  is  said  to  resemble  in  pronunciation  that  of  the  island  of  Otaheite. — 
Observations  d'un  Vo^-ageur  sur  la  Russie,  par  Abel  Buiga,  Maestricht,  1787. 

*  Spectator,  No.-3$6 — i06. 
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Thus  tbeir  domains  have  receded  from  the  shores  of  the  gulph  of  Botii4 
nia  beyond  the  polar  circle,  and  are  every  way  contracted  by  the 
colonists  who  settle  in  their  countries/ 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  the  people  in  question  an- 
ciently possessed  a  much  more  considerable  part  of  Scandinavia 
than  they  do  at  present ;  and  we  find  here  as  in  other  quarters^  that 
as  the  tide  of  colonization  flowed  from  the  east,  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants were  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  a  different  direction ;  va 
the  Britons,  when  dispossessed  by  the  Romans  and  Saxons,  took 
refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Wales  and  the  Highlands  of  Scodand. 

Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  since  Lapland  has  in  part 
fallen  under  the  dominion  of  Sweden,  to  convert  the  inhabitants  to 
the  christian  faith.  They  are  said,  however,  to  have  *  an  equal 
horror  of  kings  and  missionaries,'  and  such  was  their  disinclination 
to  give  up  their  ancient  mythology,  that  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  1^  great  part  of  the  nation  secretly  worshipped  idols,  though 
publicly  professing  the  christian  religion. 

The  art  of  magic,  for  which  the  people  of  Lapland  were  formerly 
so  famous,  is  now  wholly  lost,  and  not  a  wind  is  to  be  purchased 
along  the  whole  of  the  coast.  The  chase  and  the  care  of  the  rein- 
deer form  their  sole  occupation,  and  during  the  long  night  of  win-^ 
ter,  die  Laplander,  unless  impelled  by  necesaty,  induces  fireely  in 
his  natural  indolence,  and  becomes  nearly  as  torpid  as  the  rest  of 
the  animal  creation.  In  no  one  point  do  they  more  resemble  the 
Fins  of  Tacitus,  than  in  their  indifference  to  what  is  passing  else- 
where, and  the  absence  of  all  care  for  more  than  they  possess. 

The  superior  degree  of  content  which  this  rude  and  uncivilized 
race  is  supposed  to  enjoy,  from  the  possession  of  the  rein-deer 
which  supplies  all  their  wants,  and  their  seclusion  from  the  more 
tumultuous  scenes  of  life,  have  called  forth  from  Linn»us  an  elo- 
quent apostrophe  on  the  happiness  of  their  condition  ;  but  the  vir- 
tues and  comforts  of  the  savage  state  have  now  ceased  to  be  the 
theme  of  modern  philosophers ;  apd  as  Von  Buch  very  sensibly 
observes,  iu  answer  to  those  who  lament  that  the  increase  of  great 
towns  in  Norway  has  produced  a  pernicious  change  in  the  national 
character,  '  We  ought  never  to  forget  that  through  social  institu- 
tipns  a  higher  order  of  virtues  and  freedom  may  be  attained,  than 
can  ever  be  reached  in  the  privacy  of  retirement ;  and  that  a  free 
and  happy  man  in  a  civilized  state,  is  a  much  more  respectable  and 
distinguished  being,  than  a  free  and  happy  Samoyede.' 

With  respect  to  the  climate  of  Lapland — a  general  view  of  the 
state  of  vegetation  in  these  parts  will  perhaps  render  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  country  sufficiently  intelligible  to  the  greater  part  of  our 
readers ;  and  indeed,  a  pretty  accurate  judgment  may  be  formed  of 
the  nature  of  any  climate  by  this  criterion. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Wableii1;>ergi  who  has  made  several  scientific  joumeiys  into 
Xiapland^  has  divided  that  country  into  five  distinct  parts  or  zones^ 
concentric  with  the  gulphof  Bothnia^and  distinguished  by  tbediffer-> 
ent  species  of  trees  which  they  are  calculated  to  produce.  The  first 
he  calls  woody;  which  bears  in  abundance  both  the  Scotch  and  spruce- 
fir.  The  second  subwoody,  where  the  spruce  disappears,  and  the 
more  hardy  Scotch  fir  alone  is  found.  In  the  three  more  northerly 
divisions,  which  he  denominates  Alpine,  the  firs  are  lost  sight  of, 
and  the  birch  and  willow  will  alone  stand  the  inclemency  of  the 
cold.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Alten,  indeed,  from  its  sheltered 
situation,  some  Scotch  firs  are  said  to  thrive,  but  from  thence  to  the 
North  Cape,  only  a  few  stunted  bushes  are  scattered  here  and  there. 
The  willow  is  one  of  the  few  trees  that  seems  not  to  suffer  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  climate,  and  of  this  there  are  no  less  than  twenty* 
three  different  kinds  in  Lapland  and  Westrobothnia,  which  are  for 
the  most  part  unknown  elsewhere. 

It  remains  but  to  mention  the  poptilation  of  the  two  nations,  the 
outlines  of  whose  history  we  have  thus  succinctly  given.  The  I^ap- 
landers  in  the  three  divisions  of  the  country  which  belong  to  Russia, 
Sweden,  and  Norway,  are  not  estimated  by  Von  Buch  at  more 
than  ten  thousand  ;  the  Fins,  on  the  other  hand,  in  Finland  alone, 
are  supposed  to  exceed  a  million.  This  calculation  was  made  in 
the  year  1793. 

Col.  Skioldebrand  leftTomeo  on  the  16th  June,  not  without  * 
many  expressions  of  astonishment  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitant^, 
at  the  smgularity  of  his  taste  in  undertaking  so  troublesome  a 
journey,  for  the  sake  of  visiting  a  country,  which  to  them  appeared 
so  little  interesting.  It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  the  most 
favourable  time  that  he  could  attempt  it ;  for  it  was 

'  In  that  glad  season  from  the  lakes  and  floods 
Where  pure  Niemi's  freezing  mountains  rise. 
And  fring'd  with  roses  Tenglio  rolls  his  stream.' 

Thomson's  Seasons. 

His  descriptions  of  the  country  throtlgh  which  he  passed  are  in 
general  extremely  good,  and  die  following  account  of  a  nightly 
visit  to  the  summit  of  Avasaxa,  one  of  the  Fiallen  mountains,  is 
ia  fair  specimen  of  his  powers. 

*  It  was  now  midnight,  and  the  sun  seemed  to  touch  the  summit  of 
a  lofty  mountain,  which  partly  concealed  it.  Nature  in  suspense  ap- 
peared to  wait  the  decision  of  the  luminary,  whether  he  would  abandon 
the  earth  to  the  shades  of  night,  or  resuming  his  beneficent  course,  he 
should  continue  to  illuminate  it.  We  remarked  the  shadow  of  one 
rock  upon  another,  in  order  to  watch  the  suns  motion,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  we  observed  that  the  shadow  had  vanished,  and  consequently 
that  the  sun  was  rising.    Presently  the  united  choir  of  birds  proclaimed 
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a  morning  which  no  night  had  preceded.  The  man  who  couW  be  but 
slightly  moved  by  such  a  sight,  must  be  wretched  and  unfeeling !  for 
myself,  I  shall  ever  preserve  its  delicious  recollection.' 

This  mountain  is  the  farthest  point  to  which  a  road  has 
hitherto  been  conducted,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  change  the 
mode  of  conveyance,  ft-om  horses  to  the  boats  of  the  courttry ,  a 
tedious  process,  of  which  we  have  somewhat  too  much.  The  rivers 
kere  iOiow  from  the  north,  and  the  ascent  is  of  course  a  continual 
druggie  against  the  force  of  the  stream. 

Colonel  Skioldebrand,  apparently  aware  of  the  dulness  of  this 
part  of  his  narrative,  takes  care  to  remind  us,  that  as  he  is  not 
writing  a  romance,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  fancy  events  at  bis  plea- 
sure; and  indeed  the  only  episodes  in  this  part  of  his  journey  which 
can  at  all  amuse,  are  his  description  of  a  certain  fair  Christina,  who, 
like  Nausicaa,  attends  him  to  the  bath,  and  for  whom,  as  the  Gre- 
cian ideas  of  propriety  are  a  good  deal  exploded,  we  felt  some  de- 
gree of  apprehension ;  and  his  account  of  an  adventurous  old  boat- 
man, who  is  called  by  Mr.  Acerbi,  the  Buonaparte  of  the  Cataracts, 
though  he  appears  to  have  extricated  his  companions  from  some  pe] 
rilous  situations,  with  considerably  more  skill  and  intrepidity  than 
the  Corsican  has  ever  done,  however  carefully  he  may  have  pro- 
vided for  his  own  personal  safety. 

Torneo  is  by  many  erroneously  supposed  to  be  in  Lapland;  it- 
probably  was  so  originally,  but  the  Laplanders  have  been  gradually 
driven  northward,  and  Muononiska,  a  town  about  140  miles  distant 
from  Torueo,  is  the  boundary  between  Westrobothnia  and  Lapland 
properly  so  called.  Here  begin  the  extensive  plains  covered  with 
the  lichen  islandicus,  olr  reindeer  moss,  which  is  observed  not  to 
flourish  with  the  same  luxuriance  where  its  growth  is  interrupted 
by  woods  of  Scotch  fir.  The  following  extract  from  Skioldebrand 
will  explain  the  nature  of  the  country. 

*  Ffbm  the  top  of  an  enormous  heap  of  sand,  the  eye  stretches  over 
the  deserts  of  the  level  country  of  Lapland.  The  meandering  course  of 
the  , river,  a  knoll  covered  wfcth  verdure,  and  adorned  by  some  birch 
trees,  the  forms  of  which  displayed  the  caprices  of , nature  ;  hillocks  co- 
vered with  rein-deer  moss ;  all  these  objects  formed  a  very  pleasing 
picture  amidst  a  country  so  barren  and  uncultivated.  In  the  whole 
expanse  of  this  view,  I  saw^not  the  least  trace  of  man,  not  even  a  fire, 
which  the|Laplanders  never  fail  to  kindle  where  they  reside.' 

At  this  town  our  traveller  meets  with  a  communicative  parish 
priest,  who,  according  to  Mr.  Acerbi,  was  only  distinguished  from 
his  flock  '  by  a  pair  of  black  breeches,  his  aversion  to  the  Latin 
language,  and  his  respect  for  Buonaparte.'  He  tells  him,  however, 
some  wonderful  stories  of  the  virtues  of  the  inhabitants,  whose 
manners  seem,  nevertheless,  to  savour  more  of  stupidity  than  mo- 
rality. 
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rality.  Colonel  Skioldebrand  is  here  obliged  to  exchange  the  active 
Finlanders,  who  had  brought  him  through  so  many  dangers  by 
water^  for  as  many  indolent  Laplanders,  with  whom  he  pursues  hi# 
journey  by  land. 

The  first  speech  made  by  the  chief  of  the  party  gives  us 
some  little  insight  into  the  natural  manners  of  the  tribe.  ^  The 
£rst  glass  of  brandy  warms  the  stomach,  but  the  second  warms 
the  heart.'  The  eternal  clack,  as  he  calls  it,  of  his  attendant, 
appears  to  have  been  extremely  annoying  to  the  Colonel,  and  at 
one  time  we  find  him  forced  by  it,  combined,  indeed,  with  the  at- 
tack of  a  host  of  mosquitos,  to  betake  himself  to  the  extraordinary 
occupation  of  shooting  owls  at  midnight.  He  soon  however 
arrives  at  the  source  of  the  river  Alten,  and  is  carried  down 
the  stream  without  any  adventure  worth  notice,  to  the  seaport 
of  that  name  on  the  Frozen  Ocean,  situate  about  800  miles  fronx 
Torneo.  ' 

This  coast  is  divided  into  Nordlaiid  and  Finmark,  which  are  se- 
parated by  the  course  of  the  river  Alten,  and  the  former  province 
Jtill  belongs  to  Denmark.  The  whole  of  Finmark  also  was  origi- 
nally claimed  by  this  power,  and  the  advances  which  the  Russians 
and  Swedes  have  made  upon  these  distant  possessions,  are  still  con- 
sidered by  her  as  so  many  encroachments  upon  her  natural  rights. 

The  Russians,  very  early  in  the  14th  century,  crossed  the  White 
sea,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  themselves  in  Cundalax,  ^and  in 
fortifying  Kola :  they  neglected,  however,  to  take  the  same  pre- 
caution at  the  more  northern  post  of  Wardhus,  or  the  Norwegians 
would  probably  never  have  extended  their  territories  so  far  as 
they  were  afterwards  enabled  to  do.  It  was  a  favourite  pro- 
ject of  the  Swedish  king,  Charles  the  IXth,  who  was  alive  to 
the  advantages  which  belonged  to  the  fisheries  on  tliese  coasts, 
to  extend  his  dominions  in  this  direction,  and  he  accordingly, 
by  a  treaty  with  the  Czar  of  Muscovy  in  1596,  obtained  the 
cession  of  all  that  tract  of  country,  in  Finmark,  over  which  the 
Russians  had  already  extended  their  inroads.  Extraordinary  as 
it  may  appear,  it  was  only  by  an  accident,  as  it  is  stated  by  Von 
Buch,  that  the  Danish .  king,  Christian  the  IVth,  discovered 
this  arrangement.  On  examining  the  maps  then  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  noted  geographers  Ortelius  and  Houdius,  he 
found  to  his  astonishment  that  Finmark,  and  a  part  of  Nordland 
were  sepsirated  by  a  strong  boundary  line  from  Norway,  and  dis- 
tinguished by  the  same  colour  as  Sweden.  Ortelius  was  then  called 
upon  to  explain  the  reasons  for  this  singular  delineation  of  the  li- 
mits, who  defended  his  geography  by  quoting  the  book  from  which 
it  was  taken,  which  proved  to  be  a  publication  by  a  French  qificer, 
who  had  attended  a  Swedish  general  in  the  last  war  between  Russia 
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*and  Sweden,  and  who  was  privy  to  the  secret  articles  of  the  treaty  i 
^Christian  was  not  disposed  tamely  to  submit  to  the  spoliation  of  hi« 
-dominions,  or  to  suffer  any  insuh  on  his  authority  to  pass  unno- 
ticed :  he  immediately  set  out  for  Wardhus,  the  most  distant  esta- 
blishment in  this  part  of  his  territories,  to  assert  his  rights,  and  to 
protest  against  the  attempt  to  disturb  them,  and  though  he  did  not 
succeed  in  compelling  the  Russians  to  retire  as  they  were  required 
to  do,  from  their  new  acquisition  on  the  western  coast  of  the  White 
sea,  he  effectually  countevacted  the  designs  of  Sweden. 

Gustavus  Adolphus  was  too  much  occupied  in  other  quarters,  to 
follow  up  his  father's  projects  in  this  direction ;  he  was  easily  pre- 
vailed upon  therefore  to  renounce  the  claims  which  his  predecessor* 
had  asserted  to  the  whole  of  Finmark,  and  since  that  period  the 
Kiolen  mountains  have  always  been  considered  the  boundaries  of 
Sweden.  By  the  Peace  of  Fredericksham  in  1809,  the  whole  of 
Ostrobothnia  was  ceded  to  Russia,  so  that  Finmark  is  no  longer 
exposed  to  a  similar  danger  from  the  Swedes.  The  people,  how- 
ever, are  not  likely  to  be  gainers  by  the  change  of  neighbours,  for  M . 
Von  Buch  apprehends  that  in  a  short  time  the  Russians  will  acquire 
complete  possession  of  Finmark,  and  compel  the  Norwegians  to 
confine  themselves  to  Nordland. 

Finmark,  according  to  Pontoppidan,  contains  26,323  square 
English  miles;  the  population,  in  1801,  did  not  exceed  7802. 
The  inhabitants  consist,  according  to  Von  Buch,  of  Laplaiidersr, 
<»'ho  in  general  gain  their  livelihood  by  fishing,  of  some  Norwe- 
gian families,  descendants  of  persons  banished  from  their  own 
country,  and  of  Finlanders,  who  first  made  their  appearance  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Alten,  a*bout  the  year  1708,  being  driven 
northward  by  the  wars  of  Charles  X II.  or  by  the  havoc  occasioned 
by  the  Russians  among  their  flocks.  The  latter  ar6  said  to  be 
an  industrious  and  agricultural  people,  and  are  designated  by  Von 
Buch  under  the  name  of  Quaus,  by  which  it  appears  the  Fin- 
landers  were  formerly  known. 

The  Russians  first  began  in  1742  to  explore  >the  shores  of  Fin^ 
mark,  and  to  catch  or  purchase  fish  on  the  coast.  At  particular 
periods  we  are  told  all  the  fiords  and  sounds  are  covered  with  small 
three-masted  Russian  vessels  from  Archangel ;  the  ti-ade  which 
they  now  carry  on  without  interruption,  was  contraband  until  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Finmark  company,  (in  1789,)  which,  like  other 
monopolies,  was  found  td  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Russians  obtain  fish  for  the  raw  commodities  they  bring, 
as  well  as  permission  to  set  lines  on  the  coast;  and  it  is  curious 
to  observe  that  the  inhabitants  of  Finmark  are  taxed  with  a  culpa- 
ble disregard  to  their  own  interest,  similar  to  tliat  of  which  we 
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ourselves  have  been  accused,  by  allowing  foreigners  to  surpass 
them  in  activity^  and  neglecting  to  avail  tibemselves  of  the  riches 
^ich  thdr  coasts  so  abundantly  afford. 

Our  readers  will,  perhaps,  be  curious  to  know,  what  hours  are 
kept  by  a  people,  who  have  not  the  option  of  regulating  their 
movements  by  those  of  the  sun. 

*  The  habits  of  life  in  these  places  during  the  suminer,  and  especially 
when  the  sun  continues  above  the  horizon,  are  to  rise  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  dine  at  5  or  6  in  the  evening,  sup  an  hour  after  midnight, 
and  go  to  bed  at  3  or  4  in  the  morning.  In  the  winter,  and  during 
that  long  night  which  lasts  from  the  beginning  of  December  to  the  end 
of  January,  a  sort  of  apathy  congenial  to  the  season  creeps  over  the 
senses,  and  sleep  occupies  more  than  half  of  the  twenty-four  hours; 
when  awake  the  inhabitants  are  principally  employed  in  warming  them-: 
selves,  and  business  of  most  kinds  is  at  a  stSind, '^Skioldebrand,  p.  204, 

Our  traveller,  after  sufficiently  recniiting  his  strength,  procures  a 
boat  with  four  good  rowers,  to  proceed  by  water  to  the  North  Cape^ 
which  is  reckoned  not  more  than  seventeen  Swedish  miles  distant 
A*om  Alten ;  from  motives  of  curio^ty  he  occasionally  put  into  some 
of  the  numerous  fiords  or  inlets  with  which  this  coast  abounds* 
The  habits  of  the  Laplanders  who  frequent  the  coast  are  totally 
distinct  from  those  who  rove  about  the  interior.  Eishing  is  their 
sole  occupation,  and  few  of  them,  as  our  author  was  informed  by 
the  clergyman,  deposit  their  bones  on  shore,  owing  to  the  frequent 
accidents  which  occur  to  those  who  are  engaged  on  these  boisterous 
seas.  The  mountain  Laplanders  wander  about  the  country,  as  the 
vrant  of  pasture  or  change  of  climate  may  require  them  to  shift 
their  quarters.  They  are  entirely  dependent  upon  their  rein-deer 
for  subsistence,  and  their  herds  sometimes  amount  to  3  or  4000. 
Ochter,  whom  we  have  before  mentioned,  described  himself  to  king 
Alfred  as  *  a  man  of  exceeding  wealth,  having  600  tame  rein-deer 
of  his  own  breed,  besides  6  of  a  particular  description,  for  the  pm*-  • 
pose  of  taking  the  wild  deer,  yet  he  had  but  120  kine  and  20  swine, 
and  \vrhat  land  he  bad  was  tilled  with  horses.'  Finmark  appears 
at  that  time  to  have  been  considered  as  a  tributary  province,  and  tlie 
Laplanders  as  a  people  who  were  bound  to  deliver  both  to  the  lord 
of  the  country  and  his  vassal,  the  skins,  feathers,  and  furs  w  hich 
they  had  in  their  possession;  for  we  find  Ochter  enumerating 
amongst  his  riches,  '50  martin .  skins,  a  bear  skin,  10  bundles  of 
feathers,  a  bear  skin  coat,  another  of  otter  skin,  and  lastly  two  ships' 
cables  of  60  elk  long  efach,  the  one  prepared  from  whale  skin,  and 
the  other  from  the  skin  of  the  sea  dog,  as  a  yearly  tribute  from 
the  richer  Laplanders.' 

Aft^r  direading  a  variety  of  islands,  and  doubling  many  pro- 
montories,  Colonel  Skioldebrand   at  last  reaches    Mageroe,  the 
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island  of  which  the  North  Cape  forms  the  nordiera  extremity,  and 
at  midnight  gains  a  sight  of  this  bold  promontory.  We  shall  not 
accompany  him  in  his  journey  back  to  T^rneo,  as  he  retraced  his 
steps  by  nearly  the  same  route^  and  with  much  the  same  annoyance 
from  cataracts  and  mosquitos. 

We  now  turn  to  Norway,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  in  the 
first  place,  to  notice  an  author  from  whose  travels  we  have  already 
given  several  extracts.  As  we  learn  from  a  short  biographical  sketch 
attached  to  the  Translator's  Preface,  M.  Von  Bucfa  is  a  Prussian 
of  some  eminence  as  a  mineralogical  writer.  After  visiting  and 
describing  some  parts  of  his  native  country,  and  Ae  souA  of  Europe, 
a  thirst  after  knowledge  led  him  to  undertake  a  journey  to  the  north, 
^nd  though  his  book  is  deficient  in  ornaments  of  .style,  like  most  of 
the  German  works  on  scientific  subjects,  it  contains  much  valuable 
information  relative  to, a  line  of  coast  which  has  seldom  been  ex- 
plored by  the  geologist.  The  notes  by  Professor  Jameson  are  rather 
sparingly  scattered  throughout  the  volume,  but  our  readers  will  find 
in  the  preface  a  short  enumeration  by  him  of  the  chief  mineralogi- 
cal facts,  which  Von  Buch  has  noticed  in  this  volume.  Perhaps  die 
most  curious  are  his  observations  on  the  granite  of  Norway  and 
Sweden ;  and  his  assertion  that  it  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  either 
(fountry,  will  doubtless  starde  those  who  may  have  heard  the  Swe* 
dish  monarch  styled  the  king  of  the  granite  slab,  in  allusion  to  the 
ihin  layer  of  soil  which  covers  the  rocky  surface  of  his  dominions. 
The  peculiar  character,  however,  of  the  rock  in  question,  has 
been  already  remarked  l>y  Hausman  and  others.  In  its  primi- 
tive state  it  is  certainly  very  rare  both  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and 
gneiss  is  usually  mistaken  for  It,  as  it  has  been  in  some  of  the 
islands  on  the  we^  coast  of  Scotland.  A  transition  granite  occurs 
more  frequently. 

Little  can  be  said  of  the  merits  of  the  translation.  We  are 
obliged  to  Mr.  Black  for  bringing  forward  a  work  so  deserving 
of  attention;  but  either  from  carelessness,  or  ignorance  of  the 
Oerman  language^  the  sense  of  the  author  is,  in  some  passages, 
barely  discoverable. 

The  other  work  on  Norway  is  by  a  French  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Lamotte,  who  travelled  with  Sir  Thomas  Acland^  one  of 
the  members  for  Devon,  in  the  year  1807. 

The  war  between  this  country  and  Denmark  broke  out,  most  un- 
luckily for  them,  whilst  they  were  expioiung  the  interior  of  Norway, 
and  the  Danes  made  no  scruple  of  limiting  the  scientific  pursuits  of 
our  travellers,  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  an  inland  town,  where  they 
were  compelled  to  remain  as  prisoners  on  parole.  An  Englishman 
at  Verdun  would  be  as  well  informed  of  what  was  passing  in  the 
other  parts  of  France,  as  they  could  be  at  Konigsberg  of  the  state 
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lof  Norway,  and  it  is  to  a  previous  excursion  to  Droutheim,  and  a 
visit  to  Stockholm  after  their  release,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
volume  before  us. 

Mr.  Malthus,  in  his  fissay  on  Population,  .has  enlarged  with  an 
unusual  degree  of  enthusiasm  on  the  beauty  of  the  Norwegian 
Tallies,  which  we  presume  are  those  whose  salubrity  is  so  much 
extolled  by  Sir  John  Sinclair  j  and  some  letters  of  Mrs.  Wol- 
stonecroft,  on  the  same  subject,  have  been  produced  as  specimens 
of  successful  description.  As  far  as  we  can  judge  from  Mr.  La- 
inotte's  account,  the  scenery  of  Norway  bears  a  strong  resemblance 
to  that  of  Switzerland,  although  in  point  of  magnificence,  its  moun- 
tains and  lakes  must  yield  to  those  for  which  that  picturesque  coun- 
try is  so  peculiarly  distinguished.  This  opinion  we  have  formed 
from  the  mspection  of  the  plates  with  which  M.  Lamotte's  book 
is  enriched ;  they  are  from  drawings  by  Sir  Thomas  A  eland,  and 
$hew  no  common  degree  of  taste*  in  the  selection  of  points  of 
view  adapted  to  the  pencil :  they  are  a  very  agreeable  relief  to 
the  volume  itself,  which,  to  confess  the  truth,  is  but  a  slender 
performance. 

There  are  so  few  modem  works  that  afford  any  insight  into  the 
history  of  Norway,  that  we  jshould  have  been  glad  if  M.  Lamotte 
bad  extended  the  first  article  in  his  Appendix  on  Norwegian  anti- 
cities  to  a  greater  length.     Pontoppidan's  History  of  Norway, 
which  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  was  composed, 
as  he  states,  *  with  a  view  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,'  and 
though  it  contained  much  valuable  information  on  subjects  of  na- 
tural history,  we  should  say,  that  in  some  points  it  was  not  much  caK 
culated  for  the  edification  of  man.*   The  good  archbishop's  credu- 
lity far  exceeds  all  reasonable  bounds,  -and  no  accounts,  however 
absurd,  appear  to  stagger  him,  excepting  an  assertion  of  Adam  Von 
Bremen,  that  in  some  parts  of  Norway  the  women  are  gifted  with 
that  inconvenient  appendage,  a  beard.     M.  Lamotte,  though  he  is 
willing  to  admit  that  Pontoppidan's  stories  are  a  little  overcharged, 
is  apparently  a  disciple  of  Guthrie,  wh6  has  very  gravely  given  the 
kraken  and  his  attendant  monster  a  place  in  his  account  of  the  natu- 
ral productions  of  Norway ;  and,  not  to  be  behind  hand  with  the 
compiler,   quotes  Pliny  as   an  authority  for  the  existence   of  a 
whale,  which  from  its  inordinate  size,  would  confound  the  ener- 
gies of  the  most  intrepid  harpooner  of  modern  days ;  he  argues, 
with  some  degree  of  fairness,  that  the  recollection  of  the  ridicule 
which  was  cast  upon  the  accounts  of  Bruce  and  Le  Vaillant  ought 
to  render  us  cautious  in  our  disbelief  since  the  appearance  of  the 
Hottentot  Venus ;  and  he  might  have  added,  since  it  has  been  dis- 
covered, that  the  practice  of  eating  live  beefsteaks,  which  for  some 
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time  was  considered  as  one  of  Bruce's  Abyssinian  tales,  was  for- 
inerly  resorted  to  on  emergencies  /by  the  people  of  Scotlaiid. 

Their  connection  with  Norway  in  anciopt  times  was  of  the  mo«t 
Intimate  nature ;  the  hopes  of  plunder  first  brought  to  their  shores 
the  restless  freebooters  ifor  which  that  country  was  distinguished ; 
success  invited  fresh  adventurers,  and  even  before  the  conquest  of 
England  by  the  people  of  the  north  who  had  settled  in  France,  th« 
tones  of  many  of  the  kings  of  Norway  and  the  Isles  were  depo- 
sited in  the  sacred  precincts  of  Icolmkill.  The  western  islands  were 
not  c<^ed  to  Scotland  till  the  year  1266,  in  the  reign  of  Magnus  V. 
and  a  corrupt  Norwegian  is  still  spoken  in  some  of  the  Orkneys^ 
which  remained  subject  to  Norway  till  1468. 

In  the  13th  century  Norway  must  have  been  a  formidable  power, 
if  we  may  believe  the  accounts  which  are  given  of  the  fleet  of 
Haco  IV.  who  mounted  the  throne  in  the  year  1252.  It  is  said  to 
have  consisted'of  300  vessels,  some  of  which  were  30  feet  above  the 
water,  and  carried  400  men.  During  this  reign  the  Icelanders  were 
persuaded  to  place  themselves  under  the  dominion  of  Norway,  and 
they  appear  to  have  lost,  with  their  independence,  all  title  t6  the  li? 
terary  honours  for  which  tHeir  island  was  so  early  distinguished. 

Until  the  conclusion  of  the  fourteenth  century,  Norway  was 
governed  by  her  own  monarchs.  The  crowns  of  the  three  northenn 
kingdoms  were  then  united  in  the  person  of  Margaret  of  Waldemar, 
the  Semiramis  of  the  north,  and  since  that  period,  the  kingdoms  of 
Denmark  and  Norway  have  been  subject  to  the  same  sovereign. 
Had  the  modem  system  of  arrondissemens  at  that  time  been  under- 
stood, a  more  compact  and  obvious  arrangement  in  the  division  of 
the  kingdoms  might  have  been  insisted  on,  and  Norway  would  then 
have  been  annexed  to  Sweden,  as  it  has  been  by  the  recent  treaty 
between  the  Crown  Prince  and  the  King  of  Denmark. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  the  Danes  should  have  shewn  conside- 
rable reluctance  in  consenting  to  part  with  so  valuable  an  appenr- 
dage ;  though  the  population  of  Norway  does  not  exceed  700,000 
souls,  the  Danish  fleet  and  armies  have  been  hitherto  recruited  from 
the  brave  and  independent  inhabitants  of  this  mountainous  country. 
In  Pontoppidan's  time  the  Norwegian  army  was  reckoned  at 
30,000  effective  men,  and  the  seamen  which  the  country  could 
furnish  were  supposed  to  amount  to  between  14  and  15,000.  M. 
Lamotte  makes  the  force  of  the  militia,  which  is  raised  by  a  mild 
species  of  conscription,  to  amount  to  nearly  the  same  number  both 
for  the  land  and  sea  service;  and  he  contends  that  Norway  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  attacks  of  Sweden,  if  resolved  to  defend 
the  passes  of  her  mountains.  The  translator  of  Von  Buch  is  of  the 
^ame  opinion,  and  conceives  the  separation  of  Norway  from  Deiv- 
jfyWik  as  not  to  be  effected  without  the  consent  of  the  natives.    The 
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instances  which  are  brought  of  failure  on  the  part  of  her  enemies, 
are  doubtless  conclusive  proofs  that  Norway  would  not  become  an 
easy  prey  to  an  invadinjg  army :  but  in  estimating  the  degree  of 
security  which  she  may  fairly  be  allowed  to  possess,  it  will  b» 
proper  to  examiqe  by  whom  the  attempts  to  invade  her  have  hitherto 
been  undertaken,  and  with  what  reasonable  prospect  of  success 
the  approaches  against  her  have  been  conducted.  One  celebrated 
achievement  of  the  Norwegian  peasantry  appears  to  have  been 
banded  down  with  much  exultation  to  the  present  day.  Von  Buch 
relates  that  a  ballad  which  says  how 

'  Sinclair  came  over  the  salt  sea, 
To  storm  the  clifis  of  Norway,' 

is  heard  in  all  the  Norwegian  towns,  and  his  account  of  the  affair 
which  gave  rise  to  it,  and  the  spot  where  it  happened,  is  as  follows. 

*  At  mid-Klay  I  reached  the  narrow  pass  of  Krigelen  where  Sinclair 
fell.  It  was  a  true  Morgarten  conflict.  The  road  was  narrow,  and  cut 
out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  overhung  the  steep  and  precipitous  iJanks  of 
the  river  which  rushed  along  at  the  bottom..  Sinclair  had  no  where 
met  with  opposition,  for  almost  all  the  youth  of  the  country  had  been 
drawn  to  the  Swedish  war  in  the  south  of  Norway.  He  had  no  suspicion 
of  any  attack  here,  and  carelessly  pursued  his  way;  the  boors  with  great 
address^  proceeded  unperceived  over  the  rocks,  and  dexterously  de- 
tached a  small  division  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  made  its 
appearance  over  against  the  Scots  on  a  large  meadow,  and  with  con- 
siderable irregularity  kept  firing  on  their  enemy  below.  The  Scota 
despised  this  ineffectual  attack,  and  passed  on,  but  their  attention  was 
directed  to  the  meadow  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

*  The  boors  suddenly  made  their  appearance  on  the  rocks  in  every, 
direction;  they  closed  up  every  avenue  of  advance;  they  prevented 
every  means  of  retreat.  Sinclair  fell  in  the  foremost  ranks,  and  th^ 
rest  were  dashed  to  pieces  like  earthern  pots,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the 
Norwegian  rhime. 

*  The  Scots  were  brought  into  Norway,'  continues  M.  Von  Bueh, 
'  in  consequence  of  a  plan,  which,  as  experience  has  shewn,  was  of  too 
bold  a  conception.  King  Gustavus  Adolphus,  in  his  first  unsuccessful 
war  with  Christian  IV,  dispatched  Colonel  Munckhaven  in  the  spring 
of  1612  to  enlist  men  in  the  Netherlands,  and  in  Scotland.  As  the 
Colonel  was  endeavouring  to  return  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  with 
^300  fresh  troops,  he  found  the  whole  line  of  coast  from  Gottenburg  ta 
Calmac  shut  to  the  Swedes,  v Necessity  compelled  him,  therefore,  to* 
break  through  Norway.  The  greater  part  of  his. men  reached  Sweden 
in  safety,  but  the  Scots  were  not  so  fortunate  in  their  attempt.' 

Charles  XII  was  not  likely  to  succeed  in  his  attempt  against 
Norway,  had  he  escaped  his  fate  at  the  outset.  His  army  was  dis-t 
affected,  and  his  resources  exhausted ;  and  the  destruction  of  the 
troops  under  Armfeldt  on  their  return  from  their  ineffectual  invent-* 
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ment  of  Drontheim,  in  die  beginning  ofthe  last  century,  is  not  sur- 
prizing, when  we  consider  the  season  of  the  year  when  he  began 
his  operations,  and  the  inadequate  means  with  which  he  proceeded 
to  besiege  the  place. 

Von  Buch's  speculations  on  this  subject  are  not  given  with  hisi 
usual  acuteness.  He  conceives  that  Drontheim  has  no  danger  to 
apprehend  from  the  side  of  Sweden,  which  is  the  more  singular,  as 
he  at  the  same  time  admits  that  this  town  might  become  of  the 
same  importance  to  the  north  of  Sweden,  that  Goltenburg  is  ta 
the  south,  and  that  the  possession  of  this"  district  has  always  been  a 
favourite  project  with  the  Swedish  monarchs.  His  remarks  on  the 
peculiar  character  which  pervades  the  town  of  Drontheim  compared 
with  those  sea-ports,  whose  foreign  relations  have  a  more  extensive 
nature,  are  in  a  better  style,  and,  indeed,  extremely  judicious. 

*  In  no  part  of  Norway/  says  he,  *  is  so  strong  an  attachment  shown 
to  their  country  as  by  the  people  of  Drontheim,  and  where  they  are 
more  disposed  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices.  Christiana  sends  boards 
and  planks  to  England,  from  whence  she  draws  the  means  of  living  with, 
comfort,  and  even  splendour,  she  therefore  has  an  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity oif  England.  Bergen  sends  fish  to  Holland,  and  expects  garden- 
stufFs  in  return,  the  people  of  Bergen  therefore  are  not  indifferent  to 
what  passes  in  Holland,  but  in  Drontheim  the  foreign  relations  are  i^ot 
so  determinate,  their  view  is  alone  fixed  on  the  country  in  which  they 
live  in  security  and  repose,  and  every  attempt  to  disturb  this  quiet, 
awakens  in  them  most  powerfully  the  disposition  to  repel  any  foreign 
attack.  Drontheim  possesses  the  patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  a 
solitary  republic.  Christiana  resembles  other  trading  towns  with  ex- 
tensive connections  in  a  monarchical  state.' 

The  good  Pontoppidan  would  probably  account  for  the  dif- 
ference, from  the  superior  clearness  of  the  air  in  the  northera  dis- 
tricts ;  for  after  gravely  assuring  us  th£|t  the  brains  of  the  Norwe- 
gians are  not  actually  froz^en  up  as  ignorant  people  might  imagine, 
from  the  severity  of  the  climate,  he  produces,  as  an  instance  to  the 
contrary,  the  peculiar  ingenuity  of  the  people  of  Drontheim.  We 
should  conceive  he  might  have  disproved  this  opinion  still  more  tri- 
umphantly, if  he  had  only  reminded  his  readers  of  the  early  ap- 
pearance of  literature  in  Iceland,  and  of  the  well-known  fact  that  at 
the  time  when  the  legal  duel  was  universally  allowed  in  the  rest  of 
Europe,  it  was  abolished  in  Iceland  by  public  proclamation. 

The  population  of  Drontheim  and  Christiana  is  nearly  the 
same,  about  9000.  But  the  importance  of  the  commerce  carried 
on  between  England  and  the  latter  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the 
greater  degree  of  affluence  and  prosperity  for  which  it  is  (distin- 
guished. The  deals  from  this  quarter  are  in  much  higher  repute  than 
4hose  of  any  other  part  of  Norway;  '  the  scrupulous  and  precise 
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Englishman/  we  are  toU,  '  rejects  the  deals  of  Drontfaeini)  and 
sends  them  to  his  less  fastidious  n^ghbour  in  Ireland,  though  the 
price  of  those  in  Christiana  and  Frederickstadt  is  much  higher ;' 
and  this  preference  is  accounted  for,  by  their  being  more  skilfully 
sawed,  and  of  a  mpre  uniform  thickness  in  ihe  latter  towns  than 
ekewhere.  The  Scotch  fir  produces  the  timber  which  is  called 
red-wood  in  this  country ;  the  spruce  fir,  that  which  is  denominated 
white ;  and  M.  Von  Buch  gives  a  lively  picture  of  the  activity  which 
pervades  the  town  of  Christiana,  when  the  sledges  come  down  from 
the  mountains  and  deposit  their  loads  in  the  great  timber  magazines^ 
A  strong  predilection  for  the  English  exists,  as  we  are  told, 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Copen- 
hagen expedition,  when  the  irritation  against  this  country  was  at  its 
highest  pitch,  they  are  said  to  have  exculpated  the  people  of  Eng- 
land from  all  blame  in  the  transaction,  at  the  expense  of  the  admi- 
nistration.    Alas ! 

< ^let  us  our  lives,  our  souls, 

Our  debts,  our  careful  wives,  our  children,  and 
Our  sins,  lay  on  the  ministry!     They  must  bear  all.' 

We  have  ho  doubt  that  if  any  encouragement  given  to  this  idea 
will  serve  tp  unite  the  Norwegians  more  firmly  to  Us,  the  *  unprin- 
cipled statesmen  who  planned  this  inglorious  expedition,'  will  be 
patriotic  enough  to  take  upon  themselves  the  whole  odiuni  of  it, 
although  we  consider  it  somewhat  hard  that  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  do  so,  for  we  do  not  firtd  that  where  success  attends  their 
'measures,  the  same  proportion  of  praise  is  awarded  them,  either 
on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water.  The  most  triumphant  re- 
sults are  then  said  to  be  brought  about  solely  by  a  fortunate  course 
of  events,  and  all  consider  themselves  entitled  to  join  in  the  general. 
try  of  victory,  without  impeachnient  of  former  consistency. 

The  climate  of  Norway  is  by  no  means  so  rigorous  as  might  be 
supposed :  the  harbour  of  Bergen  is  much  less  frequently  frozen  up 
than  those  of  Hamburg  and  Lube^ck ;  and  the  desert  appearance  of 
great  part  6f  the  country  chiefly  arises  from  the  inequality  of  the 
ground,  and  the  proportion  of  rock  which  covers  the  soil ;  but  these 
mountains  are  extremely  rich  in  minerat  productions ;  copper  and 
iron  are  found  ih  abundance,  and  even  silver  and  gold  are  occa- 
sionally discovered. 

To  a  country  so  scantily  supplied  with  the  means  of  subsistence, 
(for  it  is  only  in  sheltered  situations  that  the  ground  can  be  culti- 
vated with  any  prospect  of  advantage,)  the  fisheries  on  the  coast 
afford  a  most  seasonable  and  providential  relief.  Von  Buch  has 
produced  much  useful  information  on  this  subject,  and  we  should 
be  glad  to  see  the  activity  with  which  this  valuable  branch  of 
national   wealth  is  pursued  in  those  northern  latitudes,  imitated 
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by  our  countrymen^  although  they  may  not  be  stimulated  by  a  si* 
milar  deficiency  of  food  of  another  description. 

The  most -extensive  fishery,  and  one  which  scarcely  yields  in  im- 
portance to  that  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  is  carried  on 
among  that  cluster  of  islands  on  the  Norwegian  coast,  now  dis- 
tinguished by  the  name  of  Lofodden,  and  a  Swedish  philosopher 
has  written  a  learned  treatise  to  prove  that  we  must  here  look  for 
the  Ultima  Thule  of  the  ancients,  and  that  the  Phenicians,  in  all 
probability,  repaired  thither  to  traffic  in  fish.  However  thb  may 
be,  its  present  importance  may  be  easily  appreciated  from  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  related  by  Von  Buch.  Nearly  4000  boats  with 
five  men  in  each,  and  300  sloops  with  seven  or  eight  men,  are  em- 
ployed in  this  business.  The  number  of  large  torsk  and  cod  caught 
annually  in  these  islands  may  be  reckoned  at  sixteen  million,  the 
value  of  which,  at  a  fair  computation,  cannot  be  less  than  600,000 
dollars. 

Though,  at  so  early  a  period  as  the  ninth  century,  this  fishery  was 
conducted  by  the  governor  of  Helgeland  on  the  behalf  of  Harold 
Harfager,  the  king  of  Norway ;  on  the  formation  of  the  Hamseatic 
league  a  German  factory  settled  in  Bergen,  and  by  degrees  acquired 
the  whole  traffic  in  this  valuable  commodity.  The  fishermen  of 
Nordland  disposed  of  all  their  produce  to  vessels  from  Bergen,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  superior  advantage  which  they  derived  from 
this  commerce  had  rendered  the  German  merchants  intractable  and 
overbearing,  that  their  privileges  were  curtailed  by  authority,  and 
their  monopoly  abolished.  To  revenge  themselves  for  their  lost 
superiority,  the  Hans  Towns,  in  1.539,  appeared  before  Bergen, 
with  a  numerous  fleet,  and  plundered  the  town  in  so  cruel  a  man- 
ner that  a  blow  was  given  to  the  commercial  spirit  of  the  inhabi- 
tants which  they  appear  never  to  have  recovered.  Since  that  time 
the  northern  fishermen  have  been  in  the  habit  of  repairing  to  Ber- 
gen with  their  cargoes.  In  1 807  no  less  than  1 9,6  yachts  arrived 
there ;  but  this  practice  has  been  accompanied  with  so  many  disad- 
vantages, that  the  merchants  of  Drontheim  are  using  every  endea- 
vour to  transfer  to  Hundholm,  a  town  more  conveniently  situated, 
the  whole  of  the  trade  which  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  Bergen. 

The  Norwegians  have  been  at  all  times  celebrated  for  a  more 
quarrelsome  disposition  than  their  neighbours.  Pontoppidan  re- 
lates that  the  Italian  practice  of  privately  stabbing  prevailed  at  one 
time  to  such  a  degree  amongst  them,  that  a  wife  wa§  always  sup- 
posed to  carry  her  husband's  shroud  about  her,  when  they  attended 
together  a  wedding-feast,  or  other  merry-making.  Since  that 
time  the  custom  of  carrying  knives  has  be^n  forbidden,  which, 
according  to  th^  Archbishop,  has  occasioned  the  more  frequent  use 
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of  what  we  should  consider  nearly  as  pernicious  an  instrument, 
tlie  lawyer's  pen. 

These  are  but  slight  blemishes  however  in  the  character  of  a  very 
estimable  people.  Brave,  honest,  and  intelligent,  the  Norwegian^ 
resemble  the  English  in  manners,  in  feeling,  and  in  language)  more 
than  any  people  upon  earth.  It  is  this  circumstance  which  has 
rendered  the  blockade  of  Norway  a  subject  of  so  much  interest  at 
this  moment,  and  it  has  been  apparently  taken  up  by  many,  moce 
as  a  question  of  feeling  than  of  policy  or  justice. 

Much  blood  has  been  shed  in  the  contentions  between  Sweden 
and  Norway,  and  a  strong  antipathy  between  the  two  countries  has 
been  the  natural  result;  but  we  are  rather  disposed  to  believe  that 
the  Condition  of  the  Norwegians  will  be  materially  improved  by 
their  recent  annexation  to  the  latter  power ;  since  we  understand  (as 
it  is  asserted  indeed  in  one  of  the  volumes  before  us)  that  of  late 
years  the  Danes  have  not  been  more  popular  tlian  the  Swedes  in 
Norway.  It  will  now  be  the  interest,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  Swe- 
den, to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  valuable  people  whom  she 
has  acquired,  and  a  warlike  race  will  naturally  look  with  pride  to 
the  military  talents  of  the  prmce  who  appears  destined  to  rule 
over  them. 

In  the  Thirty  Years  war,  the  imperialists  were  accustomed  to  call 
Gustavus  Adolphus  in  derision,  a  king  of  snow.,  with  the  insinua- 
tion that  his  strength  would  melt  away  as  he  moved  towards  the 
south.  When  the  Crown  Prince  first  marched  upon  Leipsic',  he 
was  exposed  to  similar  taunts  from  writers  in  the  pay  of  Buona- 
parte. No  one,  however,  wilLbe  hardy  enough  to  deny  that  Eu- 
rope is  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  comse  which  he  pursued  in 
the  Russian  campaign,  as  well  as  at  the  opening  of  the  last ;  and 
though  the  tide  of  public  opinion  in  this  country  certainly  runs 
strongly  against  him,  his  movement  upon  Denmark  has  been  de- 
fended by  some  of  the  great  military  characters  of  the  present  day, 
and  at  all  events,  as  the  allies  have  been  the  first  to  urge  the  ful^ 
filment  of  the  Swedish  treaty,  we  cannot  suppose  that  they  are  disr 
satisfied  with  his  conduct. 


Akt.  IX. — The  Wanderer;  or  Female  Difficulties.  By  the  Au- 
thor of  Evelina,  Cecilia  and  Camilla.  In  5  vols.  8vo.  London; 
Longman.     18 14. 

"VrONE  of  our  female  novelists  (not  even  ^Miss  Edgeworth) 
^l  ever  attained  so  early  and  so  high  a  reputation  as  Miss  Bumey, 
or,  as  we  must  now  call  her,  Madame  D'Arblay.     Her  Evelina, 
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published  at  the  age  of  seventeen^  was  a  most  extraordinary  in* 
stance  of  early  talent^  and  excited  an  expectation  of  excellency 
which  her  Cecilia  almost  fulfiUed^  ^nd  which  her  Camilla  did  not 
altogether  disappoint;  but  we  regret  to  say^  that  the  Wanderer, 
which  might  be  expected  to  finish  and  crowp  her  literary  labours^ 
is  not  only  inferior  to  its  sister-works,  but  cannot,  in  our  judgment, 
claim  any  very  decided  superiority  over  the  thousand-and-one  vo- 
lumes with  which  the  Minerva  Press  inundates  the  shelves  of  cir- 
culating libraries,  and  increases,  instead  of  diverting,  the  ennui  of 
the  loungers  at  watering  places. 

If  we  had  not  been  assured  in  the  title-page  that  this  work  had 
been  produced  by  the  same  pen  as  Cecilia,  we  should  have  pro- 
nounced Madame  D'Arblay  to  be  a  feeble  imitator  of  the  style 
and  manner  of  Miss  Bumey — we  should  have  admitted  the  flat 
fidelity  of  her  copy,  but  we  should  have  lamented  the  total  want 
of  vigour,  vivacity,  and  originality;  and,  conceding  to  the  fair  au- 
thor (as  we  should  have  been  inclined  to  do)  some  discrimina- 
tion of  character,  and  some  power  of  writing,  we  should  have  stre- 
nuously advised  her  to  avoid,  in  future,  the  dull  mediocrity  of  a 
copyist,  and  to  try  the  flight  of  her  own  genius  in  some  work,  that 
should  not  recall  to  us  in  every  page  the  mortifying  recollection  of 
excellence  which,  though  she  had  the  good  sense  to  admire  it,  she 
never  would  have  the  power  to  rival. 

Such  being  the  opinion  which  we  should  have  felt  ourselves 
obliged  to  pronounce  on  an  imitator,  it  follows  that  we  have  a  still 
more  severe  judgment  to  pass  on  Madame  D'Arblay  herself.  We 
Tire  afraid  that  she  is  self-convicted  of  being  what  the  pointers  tech- 
nically call  a  mannerist;  that  is,  she  has  given  over  painting  from 
the  life,  and  has  employed  herself  in  copying  from  her  own  copies* 
till,  instead  of  a  power  of  natural  delineation,  she  has  acquired 
a  certain  trick  and  habitual  style  of  portraiture: — but  the  Wanderer 
is  not  only  the  work  of  a  mannerist,  but  of  a  mannerist  who  it 
(puisee,  whose  last  manner  is  the  worst,  and  who  convinces  us  that, 
-during  the  thirty  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  publication  of 
Cecilia,  she  has  been  gradually  descending  from  the  elevation  which 
the  vigour  of  her  youth  had  attained. 

Shall  we  confess  that  we  were  not  wholly  unprepared  to  expect 
this  *  lame  and  impotent  conclusion'?  In  Madame  D'Arblay 'i 
best  works  an  accurate  eye  discovered  the  seeds  of  the  defect 
which  is  now  so  obvious. 


facies  non  omnibus  una. 


Nee  diversa  tamen! 

The  characters  and  incidents  of  Evelina,  Cecilia,  arid  (though 

somewhat  more  diversified)  of  Camilla,  have  too  much  resemblance. 

In  each,  the  plot  is  a  tissue  of  teasing  distresses  all  of  the  same  class, 
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and  in  each,  are  repeated,  almost  to  weariness,  portraits  of  the 
same  forms  of  fashionable  frivolity  and  of  vulgar  middle  life.  To 
bring  this  more  forcibly  to  our  reader's  observation  we  need  do  no 
more  than  recall  to  their  recollection  the  Willoughbys,  and  the 
Branglitons,  of  Evelina;  the  Meadowes  and  Hobsons  of  Cecilia; 
the  Clarendels  and  Dubsters  of  Camilla;  and,  indeed,  almost  every 
personage  in  each  of  these  drahms,  who  will  invariably  be  found^ 
*  mutato  nomine/  in  the  other  two. 

We  have  lately  seen  a  criticism  on  one  of  Madame  D'Arblay's 
novels  by  a  very  competent  judge,*  of  which  we  shall  select  a  few 
passages, 

'  The  heroine  is  a  young  lady  amiable  and  unexperienced,  who  is 
continually  getting  into  difficulties  from  not  knowing  or  not  observing 
the  established  etiquettes  of  society,  and  from  being  unluckily  con-| 
nected  with  a  number  of  vulgar  characters,  by  whom  she  is  involved  in 
adventures  both  ludicrous  and  mortifying.  The  hero  is  a  generous  and 
pleasing  lover;  the  other  characters  of  the  piece  are  a  lady- wit  and 
oddity  ;  a  gay  insolent  baronet,  a  group  of  vulgar  cits,  and  a  number  of 
young  bucks,  whose  coldness,  carelessness,  rudeness,  and  impertinent 
gallantry,  serve  as  a  foil  to  the  delicate  attentions  of  the  hero.' 

Now  we  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  €iny  reader,  who  may  not  have 
already  seen  the  original  criticism,  can  distinguish  to  which  of  Ma- 
dame P'Arblay's  novels  it  applies  ?  To  us  it  appears  a  kind  of  ge- 
neric description,  and  is  equally  just  of  each  of  the  three;  and  when 
we  add  that  this  is  the  character  of  Evelina,  her  first  work,  which 
thus  serves  equally  well  for  either  of  the  others,  we  think  we  have 
adduced  a  very  strong  proof  of  our  assertion  that,  even  in  her  best 
days,  Madame  D'Arblay's  style  had  a  predisposition  to  self-imita- 
tion and  tautol(^y.  As  this  peculiar  manner ^  however,  was  at 
least  her  own — as  the  figures,  though  repeated,  were  well  drawn^ 
' — as  the  details,  though  minute,  were  vividly  expressed,  and  as 
there  existed,  in  each  of  these  works,  great  and  distinct  beauties  of 
character  and  composition,  the  subordinate  defects  of  r^)etition 
and  self-imitation  were  excused  in  Cecilia  and  tolerated  in  Camills^ 
amid  the  general  splendour  of  these  delightful  pieces. 

But  in  the  Wanderer  there  is  no  splendour,  no  source  of  delight 
to  dazzle  criticism  and  beguile  attention  from  a  defect  which  has 
increased  in  size  and  deformity  exactly  in  the  same  degree  that  the 
beauties  have  vanished.  The  Wanderer  has  the  identical  features 
of  Evelina — but  of  Evelina  grown  old ;  the  vivacity,  the  bloom, 
the  elegance,  *  the  purple  light  of  love-  are  vanished ;  the  eyes  are 

*  Mrt.  Inchbald's  British  Novelista.  This  lady's  *  Nature  and  Art/  and '  The  Sirapli 
Storj/  are  vcr_y  high  in  the  list  of  our  bejt  modem  novels. 
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there^  but  tbej  are  dim ;  the  cheek,  but  it  k  furrowed;  the  lips,  but 
they  are  withered.  And  when  to  this  description  we  add  that  Ma- 
dame D'Arblay  endeavours  to  make  up  for  the  want  of  originality 
in  her  characters  by  the  most  absurd  mysteries,  the  most  extrava* 
gant  incidents,  and  the  most  violent  events,  we  have  completed  the 
portrait  of  an  old  coquette  who  endeavours,  by  the  wild  tawdriuess 
and  laborious  gaiety  of  her  attire,  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the 
natural  charms  of  freshness,  novelty,  and  youth. 

The  tame  similarity  in  copying  only  one  form  of  nature,  is  a 
fault  of  about  the  same  level  with  the  dull  extravagance  that  neg- 
lects nature  altogether.  Every  one  recollects  the  admirable  hu- 
mour and  good  taste  with  which  Goldsmith,  in  his  Vicar  of  Wake- 
field, exposes  both  these  errors,  at  first  sight  so  different  and  yei  in 
truth  so  congenial.  In  the  family  picture  of  the  Flamboronghs, 
the  whole  family,  to  the  number  of  seven,  were  painted  each  with 
a  China-orange  in  the  hand;  while  the  excelleur artist,  guided 
by  an  equal  degree  of  taste,  exhibited,  in  that  of  the  Primroses,  the 
Vicar  in  his  canonicals  by  the  side  of  Mrs.  Primrose  as.Venus^ 
Miss  Olivia  in  a  pea-green  riding  habit,  and  Squire  Tbomhill  at  her 
feet  in  armour  as  Alexander  the  Great. 

Madame  D'Arblay  has,  in  her  Wanderer,  united  the  double 
merit  of  Goldsmith's  painter;  she  has  all  the  variety  of  the  seven 
figures  with  seven  China-oranges,  and  all  the  probability  of  the 
union  of  the  Vicar's  surplice  witli  the  armour  of  Alexander. 

The  following  is  a  sketch  of  this  woeful  and  wonderful  tale,  in 
which  we  are  mistaken  if  even  the  best  humoured  of  its  gentle 
readers  can  find  much  interest. 

During  the  reign  of  Robespierre,  a  company  of  English  are 
making  their  escape  in  an  open  boat  from  the  French  coast,  when  a 
female  voice  in  great  distress  requests  to  be  taken  in.  This  request 
is  complied  with,  and  the  Wanderer,  in  no  very  comfortable  plight^ 
is  introduce^  into  the  society  with  which  she  is  to  travel  to  the  end 
of  the  novel. 

Iliis  society  is  composed  of  persons  not  very  artfully  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  probability  in  the  story.  Two  cau- 
tious, selfish,  ill-tempered,  ill-mannered  old  ladies,  with  the  usual 
train  of  giddy  and  silly  nieces,  impertipent  and  vulgar  sons  and  ne- 
phew9>  are  the  persons  into  whose  society  and  families  a  wretched 
outcast,  without  friends,  without  moiiey,  almost  without  clothes^ 
and  absolutely  without  a  name,  picked  upon  the  beach  of  a  foreign 
sea-port,  is  to  be  received  as  an  inmate  in  order  to  carry  on  the  tale. 
A  more  violent  improbability  was  surely  never  more  dearly  pur- 
chased; but  what  follows  is  worse — these  worthy  ladies  and  the 
anonymous  Wanderer  soon  hate  one  another  with  all  their  hearts, 
and  die  intrusive  company  of  the  stranger  becomes,  for  several  \vn^, 
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likely  and  absurd  reasons,  (though  there  were  n£d:ural  causes^  onir 
should  have  thought,  in  abundance,)  very  irksome  and  inconvenient. 
Why  then  is  she  not  dismissed?  Why  do  they  still  continue  to  en- 
dure an  intrusion  so  violent  ?  Our  readers  will  hardly  believe  us 
when  we  assure  them  that  this  nuisance,  this  cause  of  perpetual 
disagreement  and  perplexity,  continues,  for  we  know  not  how  long, 
an  inmate  of  Mrs.  Maple's  house,  the  chief  guest  at  her  dining 
table,  the  main  attraction  of  her  drawing-room,  because  the  old 
lady,  a  woman  of  rank,  fortune,  and  fashion,  thinks  the  occasional 
needle-work  of  this  accomplished  and  admired  person,  in  hemming 
a  few  napkins,  made  it  worth  her  while  to  endure  the  most  serious 
and  mortifying  perplexities. 

In  this  fashionable  house,  where  two  nieces  and  a  crowd  of 
friends  of  high  rank  would,  as  one  might  expect,  exclude  any  fe- 
male of  doubtful  or  unexplained  character — ^without  any  tie  of  re- 
lationship, without  any  feeling  of  charity,  without  any  personal 
liking,  nay  with  a.  personal  dislike  and  jealousy — this  young  person, 
who  outshines  all  the  women,  and  enamours  all  the  men,  is  per- 
mitted to  reside  without  a  name.  She  receives  letters  addressed 
to  L.  S.  at  the  post-office,  and  when  somebody  reads  the  direction 
*  to  L.  S/  some  other  body  cries  out,  *  to  EUiSy  dear  me !  and  is 
your  ii2Lm^  Ellis  f  And  with  this  name,  thus  bestowed,  and  no 
other,  she  travels  through  four  of  the  five  volumes  of  this  inter- 
minable work,  and  only  becomes  Juliet  after  the  curtain  has  risen 
for  the  fifth  act.  '  4 

The  scene  being  laid  in  Brighton  and  its  environs,  we  have  all 
our  old  acquaintances  from  Clifton  and  Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Lo- 
veil.  Miss  Dennell,  Mrs.  Arlbery,  Sir  Clement  Willoughby,  Mr. 
Hobson,  &c.  collected  for  us  under  the  names  of  Mr.  Ireton, 
Miss  Selina  Joddrell,  Miss  Arbe,  Sir  Lyel  Sycamore,  and  Mr. 
Tedman. 

At  last  the  Wanderer, — whom  nothing  can  induce-^neither  love 
nor  money,  we  speak  literally,  to  tell  her  name,  or  who,  or  what, 
or  whence  she  is, — leaves  Mrs.  Maple's  house  and  turns  compa- 
nion to  the  other  old  lady,  then  a  sempstress,  then  a  teacher 
of  music,  then  a  sempstress  again;  and  during  all  these  meta- 
morphoses all  the  dramatis  personae  of  the  book  are  ke()t  in  dis- 
torted attitudes,  improbable  situations  and  monstrous  inconveni- 
ence, covering  the  drawing-rooms  and  staircases,  like  *  the  sprawl- 
ing saints  of  Verrio  and  Laguerre,'  till  it  pleases  Madame  D'Ar- 
blay,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  volume,  to  find  out  the  Wanderer  to  be 
a  lord's  daughter,  which  seasonable  discovery  relieves  the  whole 
assembly  from  the  troublesome  intricacies  in  which  they  had 
been  so  long,  without  any  visible  cause,  involved  and  perplexed, 
like  -the  persons  of  the  fairy  lale,  who  were  fettered  by  invisible 
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chains^  and  placed  in  ridiculous  and  unnatural  attitudes^  till  the 
sleeping  beauty  should  be  awakened  to  life  and  a  husband. 

But  if  the  other  persons  are  fixtures,  the  Wanderer  herself  be- 
comes, after  a  little  practice,  a  most  moveable  person ;  she  flies  tp 
London,  about  London,  and  from  London — to  Salisbury,  through 
Hampshire,  loses  lierself  among  smugglers  and  poachers  in  th^ 
New  Forest — not  a  soul  can  guess  why : — at  last,  however,  it  apr 
pears  that  in  this  good  realm  of  England,  this  young  woman  s^t 
first*  concealed  her  name,  and  her  quality,  and  fled  like  a  criminal 
from  place  to  glace,  because  she  was  afraid  of  being. taken  and  de- 
livered up  to  one  of  Robespierre's  emissaries,  who  pretended  to  be 
married  to  her.  Nay,  what  is  best  of  all,  this  emissary  of  Robes- 
pierre arrives  in  England  during  the  war,  puraues  his  alleged  wife^ 
asserts  his  right  to  her,  and  actually  forces  her  from  her  friends  and 
lovers,  (for  of  course  she  had  abundance  of  friends  and  lovers,)  in 
order  to  convey  her  back  to  France.  These,  our  readers  will  see, 
are  proceedings  as  natural  and  well  imagined  as  the  rest;  and  they 
wiU  conclude  that  her  long  residence  in  France  has  given  Madame 
D'Arblay  a  very  novel  and  surprising  view  of  the  state  of  religion, 
mimners,  and  society  in  England. 

After  all  this  comes  the  denouement,  which  is  really  worthy  of 
the  plot. 

Ilie  Wanderer  is  (like  Evelina)  the  child  of  a  secret  marriage^, 
denied  or  neglected  by  her  father,  and  the  whole  mystery  of  her 
stgry  is  occasioned  by  her  having,  to  save  tlie  life  of  a  French  bishop, 
married,  according  to  the  ceremonies  of  Robespierre's  time,  ope  of 
his  emissaries,  who  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to  6000/.  which  was  to  b^ 
paid  to  the  Wanderer  on  condition  of  her  not  asserting  her  birth. 
She,  as  we  have  seen,  escapes,  but  the  poor  bishop  being  still  in 
prance,  she  does  not  dare  to  declare  her  name,  and  appeal  to  her  fa- 
mily— she  does  not  dare  to  protest  against  the  forced  and  illegal  con- 
tract of  marriage  she  had  entered  into,  lest  the  bishop  should  suffer 
for  it.  Nay,  she  is  ready  to  accompany  back  to  France  this  soi-di^ant 
hu^nd,  though  it  is  quite  apparent  to  the  most  ordinary  compaon 
pense,  that  to  claim  her  birth-right  and  obtain  her  whole  splendid 
fortune  would  be  the  most  likely  way  of  establishing  some  check 
upon  her  avaricious  husband,  and  enabling  her  to  tiempt  him  to  the 
preservation  of  the  worthy  prelate  ;  whereas  her  flight  and  her  con- 
cealment, if  quite  successful,  would  have  left  this  ruffian  without  any 
.  motive  of  interest  in  keeping  measures  with  his  victim.  At  last, 
however,  the  bishop  escapes,  and  then  the  Wanderer  turns  out  to 
be  the  Lady  Juliet  Granville.  She  divorces  her  revolutionary 
spouse,  finds  a  sister  in  one  of  her  Brighton  acquaintance,  a  bro- 
ther iu  one  of  her  former  lovers,  and  a  husband  in  one  Mr.  Har- 
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l«tghy  a  very  odd  sort  of  person^  wkb  whom  »h«  has  been  on  very 
odd  sort  of  t^tns  duriiag  her  English  peregrinations. 

Violent  as  the  incongruities  of  this  chief  plot  of  the  drama  must 
Appear  to  our  readers,  we  venture  to  assure  them  that  they  are  tame 
^nd  common-place,  compared  with  the  monstrous  absurdities  of  the 
wider-plot  and  of  the  inferior  characters ;  partiGularly-*-if,  where 
all  is  monstrous,  we  should  select  any  individual  instance — of  9 
certain  Miss  Elinor  Joddrell,  who  after  appearing  as  a  gay  trifling 
pleasant  sort  of  young  gentlewoman,  breaks  out,  of  a  sudden,  ds 
a  Jacobin,  philosopher  and  atheist,  runs  away  from  her  family^ 
disguises  herself  as  a  matt,  wears  a  mask  and  dagger,  and  in  this 
costume  comes  into  a  concert  roona  at  Brighton,  where  she  imiig- 
fianimously  stabs  hersdf  with  the  said  dagger  bec^u$elAt.  Harleigh 
16  one  of  the  company  at  a  public  concert  in  wbicli  the  Wanderer 
is  to  piay  on  the  harp.  To  coinplete  the  nice  discrimination  and 
accurate  nature  of  this  picture,  we  need  only  add,  that  when  Miss 
Joddrell,  much  against  her  will,  recovers  of  her  M^ound,  and  long 
fcefore  she  has  regained  her  senses,  the  Wandemr  felicitates  her- 
flidif  on  obtaining,  as  a  hairier  against  calumny  and  persecution, 
the  protection  and  countenance  of  this  sober  and  well  conducted 
young  lady. 

Our  readers  will  think  that  these  characters  are  maintained,  al 
Horace  directs,  with  perfect  consistency  to  the  end,  when  they  are 
informed  diata  solemn  and  pitched  discussion  is  held,  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  novel,  between  the  Wanderer,  Miss  Joddi^eH,  ^  aftd 
their  common  lover  Mr.  Harleigh,  in  which  free-will,  the  origin 
of  evil,  the  right  of  suicide,  and  divers  other  knotty  points  of  reli- 
j^on  and  morals  are  so  well  handled  by  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Harleigh^ 
that  Miss  Joddrell  is  persuaded  to  abandon  her  mask  afid  4ajp:ger, 
Und  to  give  over  the  practice,  to  which  she  was  greatly  addicted,  of 
cutting  her  own  throat. 

We  have  now  done  with  this  novel,  on  which  we  should  not 
have  been  justified  in  saying  so  much,  but  that  we  conceived  our- 
selves in  duty  bound  to  attend  the  lifeless  remains  of  our  old  and 
dear  friends  Evelina  and  Cecilia  to  their  last  abode:  but  of  Madame 
D'Arblay  herself  we  have  a  word  or  two  to  say. 

.We  learn  from  the  preface,  (from  which,  indeed — so  tortuous 
is  its  construction  and  so  involved  its  expiession***-we  ©an  gatlier 
scarcely  any  thing  else,)  that  these  volumes  were  written  between 
the  years  1802  and  1812,  in  Paris,  where  she  enjoyed,  as  she 
informs  us,  under  the  mild  and  beneficent  government  of  Napdeon 
the  Great,  *  ten  unbroken  years :' — '  neither  startled  by  any  spe* 
cies  of  investigation,  nor  distressed  through  any  difficulties  of  con- 
duct, by  a  precious  fire-side^  or  in  select  socie^,  a  stranger  to 
^11  personal  disturbance.' 

VOL.  XI.  NO.  XXI.  I  Now 
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Now  really  we  should  have  expected,  if  Madame  D'Arblay 
were  re^ttalitied  foy  her  feelings,  whatever  they  might  be,  from 
expressing  her  detestation  of  the  gigantic  despotism,  the  ferociious 
cruelty,  idbe  restless  and  desolating  tyranny  of  Buonaparte,  that,  at 
least,  she  should  not  have  sought  for  opportunities  of  insinuating 
her  gratitude  for  the  blessings,  the  tender  mercies  which  France  en- 
joyed under  the  dominion  of  that  tyger. 

Though  the  whole  scene  is  laid  in  the  time  of  Robespierre,  and 
though  ^e,  in  her  text,  takes  very  carefully  the  Buonapartian  tone 
of  abuse  of  the  r^pu^/tcan  revolution,  yet  whenever  she  has  occasiou 
to  allude  to  any  of  the  horrors  of  that  period,  she  does  not  fail  to 
iut^in;  ,wiUi  a  loyal  accuracy,  a  note  to  testify  that  she  alludes  to 
the  tyranny  of  Robespierre : — ^she  did  not  see,  good  lady,  that  this- 
disclakning  note  was  the  most  severe  satire  against  her  imperial 
protector,  as  it  leads  the  reader  to  suppose,  that  without  its  asdst- 
^  suice,  it  would  be  doubtful  to  which  of  these  monsters  she  alluded. 
We  cannot  bear  these  -base  condescensions — Madame  D'Arblay 
might  have  been  silent;  but  she  ought  not,  as  an  Englishwoman, 
as  a  writer,  to  have  debased  herself  to  the  little  annotatory  flatteries 
of  the  scourge  of  the  human  race. 

TTiis  fault,  however, — if  the  work  should  come  to  another  edi- 
tion— Madame  D'Arblay  will  probably  correct;  because,  since  the 
publication  of  the  last,  Buonaparte,  has  been  overthrown  an4 
exiled;  and  we  think  we  may  assume,  from  the  style  of  the  passages 
to  which  we  allude,  that  Madame  D'Arblay  is  not  likely  to  conti- 
nue to  flatter,  when  her  flattery  can  no  longer  conduce  to  her  per- 
sonal convenience.  Hereafter,  therefore,  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
find,  instead  of  '  this  alludes  to  the  days  of  Robespierre/  *  this 
alludes  to  the  days  of  Buonaparte  f  and  instead  of  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  ten  happy  years  spent  under  his  reign,  to  hear  of  the 
ten  happy  years  which  she  proposes  to  pass  under  the  parental  go* 
vemment  of  Louis  the  Eighteenth. 


Aet.  X,  Sermons,  by  the  late  Rev.  Walter  Blake  Kirwan, 
Pean  of  Killaia.  With  a  Sketch  of  his  Life.  8vo.  Dublin 
and  London.    1814. 

"pROFUSE  admiration  can  hardly  be  allowed  as  a  criterioa  of 
-*-  the  real  merits  of  popular  preaching.  An  energetic  manner, 
and  an  eloquent  expression  on  subjects  of  prevailing  interest,  while 
diey  seldoni  fail  to  captivate  the  imagination,  too  easily  elu$ie  th^ 
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scrutiny  of  severer  judgment.  In  ^Iie  irritation  which  -disputed 
opinions  necessarily  create^  the  mmd^  biassed  by  passion^Js  less 
equal  to  the  exercise  of  discretion ;  a  favourite  doctrine  is  of  itself 
a  sufficient  title  to  our  regard,  and  positive  defects  are  countenanced 
by  congenial  feelings.  But  independent  of  this  illusion,  eveii  iiji 
common  topics  that  pass  without  controversy,  we  cannot  always 
decide  with  accuracy ;  the  flowing  phrase  and  the  balanced  period 
assail  the  judgment  through  the  ear,  and  it  is  only  in  the  perusal 
that  we  can  divest  ourselves  of  partiality,  and  that  taste  and  sober 
reason  become  the  final  arbiters.  ' . 

That  this  liability  to  imposition  should  be  wrought  upon  in  the 
common  concerns  of  life,  and  that  we  should  be  deceived  into  ppi* 
•nions  prejudicial  to  our  temporary  welfare,  is,  doubtless,  a  conse- 
quence of  our  infirmity ;  it  is  an  attempt,  however,  unworthy  of  a 
Christian  mniister  ;  in  the  cause  of  truth  artifice  is  unnecessary,  .and 
when  applied  to  the  diffusion  of  heretical  opinions,  it  is  no  light 
offence.     But,  supposing  the  pulpit  to  be  confined  to  its  proper 
uses — the  interests  of  religion — we  must  still  object  to  the  mo- 
dern qualifications  of  popular  preaching.     If  faith  sho^ld  be  the 
growth  of  our  unprejudiced  judgment,  if  religious  practice  should 
originate  from  the  knowledge  of  our  duty,  from  a  conviction  of  its 
necessity  to  our  happiness,  there  is  no  farther  requisite  than  a  close 
adherence  to  the  Gospel.     Let  the  truth  be  soberly  demonstrated^ 
let  the  obligation  of  scrJpture  molality  be  simply  expounded,  and, 
while  the  preacher  instructs  with  earnestness,  let  him  temper  >his 
zeal  with  humility,  and  every  effect  will  follow  which  should  .form 
the  object  of  sermons.     It  is  true  that  this  path  conducts  not  to 
that  admiration  which  the  candidate  for  popular  favour  proposes  to 
himself.     If  his  voice  is  mellifluous  to  tlie  ear,   if  bis  gestu^er  is 
graceful  to  the  eye,  if,  iu  short,  he  can  attract  to  himself  the  idola- 
try of  his  audience,  his  purpose  is  accomplished;  his  morality  re- 
commended by  pomp  of  language,  and  aspiring  to  the  flights  of 
fancy,  scarcely  wishes  to  reform  the  mind ;  it  surprizes,  it  delights, 
it  rivets  the  attention,  not  to  the  lesson  it  inculcates,  but  to  its  ad- 
ventitious attractions,  and  it  is  remembered,  not  to  strengthen  virtue 
in  its  retirement,  but  to  cUarm  in  the  display  of  conversation.     It  . 
is  fortunate  for  the  thinking  part  of  the  world  that  this  admiration, 
does  not  always  correspond  with  the  cravings  of  its  votary,  and 
(hat  present  praise  ministers  to  the  ambition  of  posthumous  ce- 
lebrity : — the  press  dissolves  the  spell,  and  the  senses  are  left  ta  the 
operation  of  natural  agency.     The  imposing  confidence  that  sup* 
plies  the  deficiency  of  knowledge,  the  graceful  utterance  that  im- 
parts to  languor  the  air  of  beauty^  and,  above  all,  the  reputation 
6f  a  name,  which,  to  the  gene^-ality,  is  the  criterion  of  every  ex- 
cellence, cease  to  influence  beypnd  the  title-page;  the  public  grows 
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a^haiAed  6f  ^  partiality  which  it  cannot  justiJTyy  and  the  authcVr 
returns  to  that  obscurity  which  is  the  ultimate  destiny  of  all 
^rnpiricism. 

Amidst  this  censure^  however,  it  is  far  from  our  wish  to  see  the- 
ology stripped  of  its  ornaments,  or  morality  without  the  alluf  enients 
df  studied  composition.  We  well  know  that  the  close  reasoning 
6t  Hooker  comes  recommended  by  the  chastised  richness  of  his  lan- 
guage, and  we  acknowledge  in  Sherlock  and  Atterbury  the  highest 
powers  of  the  mind,  and  the  most  unaffected  eloquence :  from  the 
study  of  such  models  in  our  own  time  we  have  borne  testimony  t6 
the  success  of  Horsley ;  and  some  are  still  living  of  whom  we  may 
boast  as  the  followers  of  such  masters.  If  we  have  been  led  into 
these  remarks  by  the  volume  before  us,  it  is  because  we  are  o9 
Opinion  that  it  is  composed  in  a  vitiated  style,  with  attractions  to 
duce,  and  with  inducements  from  extraordinary  success  to 
recommend  the  same  path  of  perishable  renown ;  we  are  farther 
^apprehensive  of  the  same  captivating  eloquence  with  other  views  and 
on  pther  subjects,  when  Christian  benevolence  may  be  the  least  dis- 
tinguished of  an  author's  principles,  and  the  passions  of  a  generou^^ 
ppople  be  inflamed  to  enthusiasm  with  a  far  different  purpose  than 
the  establishment  of  a  national  charity. 

From  the  memoir  which  is  prefixed  to  this  volume,  and  which 
Idas  scanty  in  matter  as  overloaded  in  expression,  we  learn  that  th^ 
late  Dean  Kirwan  was  born  in  1754,  became  a  convert  from  the 
Homan  Catholic  to  the  Established  Church  in  1787,  and  was  suc- 
cessively preferred  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  to  the  prebend 
of  Howth  in  1788,  and  to  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  Without  in 
1789,  of  which  the  joint  income  amounted  to  c£400  a  year,  and, 
lastly  by  Lord  Comwallis,  in  1800,  to  the  Deanery  of  Killala^ 
worth  about  the  same  sum ;  at  which  time  he  resigned  the  prebend 
of  Howth.  He  was  married  in  1798,  and  died  in  1805,  leaving 
(besides  sons)  a  widow  and  two  daughters  without  any  adequate 
maintenance.  A  pension  of  cf300  a  year  was  granted  to  the  mother^^ 
with  a  reversion  to  the  daughters ;  but  for  the  sons  no  provbiou  has 
been  made  beyond  the  profits  of  the  present  volume. 

Siich  a  conversion  from  a  faith  so  bigotted  to  its  tenets,  and  at  an 
age  when  the  mind  is  in  full  possession  of  its  faculties,  necessaril/ 
forces  itself  on  our  attention.  To  rise  superior  to  those  prejudicea 
which  have  been  engrafted  on  our  infancy,  and  nurtured  by  subset 
quent  education,  discovers  a  most  dispassionate  exercise  of  reason  ; 
but  to  break  from  the  grasp  of  a  superstition  of  which  the  reveren* 
tial  observance  has  been  associated  with  our  eternal  salvation,  must 
belong  to  the  intrepidity  of  truth :  farther,  to  renounce  a  profession^ 
and,  as  a  consequence,  to  estrange  from  us  the  endearments  of  re- 
.lative  attiection,  is  a  sacrifice  which  nature  cau  make  only  to  princi^ 
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p)^.  This  importiiQt  d^terDiination,  after  two  years  of  dalibera- 
^on,  was  publicly  amiouticed  in  1787*  But  although  the  conWlv 
alon  of  such  a  proselyte  might  naturally  be  accounted  amongst  the 
triumphs  of  the  Established  Church,  it  was  unattended  with  any 
irritated  feelings  against  the  communion  which  he  had  relinquished. 
No  exposition  of  abjured  errors,  no  indecent  controversy,  inter- 
rupted the  true  humility  of  a  Christian  convert.  He  acted,  it  was. 
evident,  from  the  conviction  of  conscience,  and  he  was  strength-* 
ened  in  his  purpose  by  the  prospect  of  more  extensive  opportuni- 
ties to  benefit  his  fellow-creatures.  His  first  sermon,  as  a  prp- 
testant  minister,  naturally  attracted  an  overflowing  congregation; 
and  if  among  them  there  were  evil  spirits  who  hoped  for  the 
growth  of  irreligion  from  the  discords  of  the  Christian  community, 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  selection  of  a  subject  entirely  un- 
connected with  controversy;  nor  was  this  forbearance  the  effect 
^f  only  an  occasional  liberality,  it  regulated  the  intercourse  of  his 
private  life,  and  contributed  to  the  unoffending  boldness  of  his 
jf>ublic  exertions.  The  powerful  effect  of  these  exertions  is  thus 
described : — 

•  For  some  time  after  his  conformity  he  preached  every  Sunday  in  St. 
Peter's  Church,  and  the  collections  for  the  poor  on  every  occasion  rose 
four  or  five-fold  above  their  usual  amount.  Before  the  expiration  of 
bis  first  year  he  was  wholly  reserved  for  the  distinguished  and  difficult 
task  of  preaching  charity  sermons;  and  on  the  5th  of  November,  17ft3f 
the  governors  of  the  general  daily  schools  of  several  parishes  entered 
into  a  resolution, — "  That  from  the  effects  which  the  discourses  of  th^ 
Rev.  Walter  Blake  Kirwan  from  the  pulpit  have  had,  his  officiating  in 
the  metropolis  was  considered  a  peculiar  national  advantage,  and  that 
veslries  should  be  called  to  consider  the  most  effectual  method  tosecur? 
to  the  city  an  instrument  under  Providence  of  so  much  public  bene- 
fit."'—p.  8. 

'  His  ardour  was  not  abated  by  promotion,  nor  his  meekness  cor- 
rupted by  admiration;  though  whenever  he  preached  such  multitudes 
assembled  that  it  was  necessary  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  church 
by  guards  and   palisadoes.   •  He  was   presented    with   addresses  and 
pieces  of  plate  from  every  parish,  and  the  freedom  of  various  corpora* 
tions;  his  portrait  was  painted  and  engraved   by  the  most  eminent 
artists;  and  (what  was  infmitely  more  grateful  to  his  feelings)  the  cqU 
•  lections  at  bis  sermons  far  exceeded  any  that  ever  were  known  in  4 
.  country  distinguished  for  unmeasured  benevolence.     Even  in  timc^  of 
.  public  calamity  and  distress,  his  irresistible  powers  of  persuasion  ro-^ 
peatedly  produced  contributions  exceeding  a  thousand  or  twelve  hun-r 
dred  pounds  at  a  sermon  ;  and   his  hearers,  not  content  with  emptying 
their  purses  into  the  plate,  sometimes  threw  in  jewels  or  watches,  as 
'  earnest  of  further  benefactions.' — p.  9* 

To  this  testimony  we  may  add  the  jpanegyric  of  Mr,  Grattan  in 
die  Irish  parliament,  on  the  19th  of  June,  J79'2. 
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*  And  what  has  the  church  to  expect  ?  what  is  the  case  of  Dr.  Kir- 
wan?.  This  man  preferred  oiir. country  and  our  religion,  and  brought. 
'to  both. genius  superior  to  what  he  found  in  either.  He  called  forth 
the  latent  virtues  of  the  human  heart,  and  taught  men  to  discover  ifi 
themselves  a  mine  of  charity,  of  which  the  proprietors  had  been  un- 
conscious. In  feeding  the  lamp  of  charity,  he  has  almost  exhausted 
the  lamp  of  life.  He  came  to  interrupt  the  repose  of  the  pulpit,^  and 
shakes  one  world  with  the  thunder  of  the  other.  The  preacher's  desk 
becomes  the  throne  of  light.  Round  him  a  train,  not  such  as  crouch 
and  swagger  at  the  levee  of  princes ;  not  such  as  attend  the  procession 
of  the  viceroy,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons  ;M)ut  that  wherewith  a  great 
genius  peoples, his  own  st^te— charity  in  extasy,  and  vice  in  humilia- 
tion ;  vanity,  arrogance,  and  saucy  empty  pride,  appalled  by  the  re- 
jbuke  of  the  preacher,  and  cheated  for  a  moment  of  their  native  im- 
probity and  insolence.  What  reward?  St.  Nicholas  within,  or  St. 
Nicholas  without !  The  curse  of' Swift  is  upon  him:  to  have  been 
born  an  Irishman  and  a  man  of  genius,  and  to  have  used  it  for  the  good 
of  his  country.'— p.  xiii. 

To  the  countrymen  of  Dr^  Kirwan,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
adopting,  as  their  own,  opinions  which  circulate  under  the  sanction 
of  their  great  authorities^  and  more  particularly  to  those,  who  have 
formed  a  part  of  his  audience,  we  are  apprehensive  that  we  shall 
oflfer  no  very  acceptable  criticism.  For  the  msjn,  for  his  enlarged 
liberality  of  mind,  for  his  zealous  and  unwearied  benevolence  we 
join  in  the  general  admiration,  and  acknowledge  his  superior  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  his  country :  but  these  predilections  it  is  our  present 
duty  to  dismiss,  and  considering  him  as  an  author,  to  examine  how 
far  he  is  fairly  to  be  recommended  to  imitation. 
'  The  voiume  consists  of  thirteen  discourses,  all  on  charitable  sub- 
jects, and  the  greater  number  on  the  same  occasion ;  they  do  not  at. 
all  constitute  a  series,  but  are  the  effusions  of  the  moment,  desul- 
tory, and  to  appearance  unpremeditated,  although  in  parts,  disco-r 
vering  traces  of  laboured  composition — the  language  strong,  but 
unpolished,  is  made  up  of  words  that  present  images  to  the  eye 
rather  than  ideas  to  the  mind,  and  adapted  more  to  affect  than  to 
inform:  the  sentiments,  of  high  and  exalted  morality,  are  drest  in 
figurative  allusions,  sometimes  beautiful  and  appropriate,  but  too 
frequently  carried  beyond  the  limits  of  grace  and  elegance.  /Mto^ 
gether  they  are  compositions,  which  present  a  blaze  of  brilliant  but 
ill-assorted  colouring,  with  no  regard  to  the  disposition  of  light  and 
sh^de,  no  attention  to  the  inferior  niceties  of  art,  which  are  as  in- 
dispensable as  genius.  In  justification  of  the^se  remarks,  we  will 
present  to  our  readers  a  slight  outline  of  the  first  sermon.-^^  Let 
no  man  seek  his  own,  but  every  man  another's  wealth,'  1  Cor.  x.  24. 
The  principle  of  happiness  is  supposed  to  be  the  motive  of  all  our 
actions;  and  after  a  laboured  display  of  its  universal  influence. 
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it  settles  into  this  couclusion — '  In  a  word,  from  the  people  that, 
iidiabit  the  most  civilized  cities  to  the  savage  that  prowls  in  the  bo-, 
fom  of  the  wilderness;  from  the  throne  of  the  monarch  to  the  hut 
of  the  most  abject  peasant,  the  world  is  in  labour  to  bring  forth  true 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  soul/  p.  1.  We  then  pass  on  rather  ab-  * 
ruptly  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Gospel,  which  is  illustrated  by  the  cha-^ 
racter  of  a  true  Christian,  whose  conduct  is  regulated  by  his  views 
of  eternity. 

^  No  interest  can  possess  or  transport  his  heart,  but  those  to  which 
he  is  invited  from  above.  No,  not  a  desire  in  his  breast,  not  a  move- 
ment in  his  life;  no  evil  in  his  apprehension,  or  happiness  in  his  con- 
ception, that  refers  not  to  eternity;  he  is  all  immensity  of  views  and 
projects:  and  hence  that  true  nobility  of  spirit,  that  calm  msyestic  in- 
difference which  looks  down  oi^  the  visionary,  enterprises  of  man,  see& 
them,  unstable  and  fleeting  as  the  waves  of  a  torrent,  pressed  and  preci-. 
pitated  by  those  that  pursue,  and  scarce  tell  you  where  they  are,  whe'n 
you  bpbojd  them  no  more :  hence  likewise  that  equality  of  soul,  which 
is  troubled  at  no  reverse  or  vicissitude  of  life,  which  knows  not  those 
tormenting  successions,  those  rapid  alternations  of  pleasure  and  pain, 
so  frequent  in  the  breast  of  worldlings  :  to  be  elevated  by  the  slightest 
success,  depressed  by  the  slightest  reverse,  intoxicated  at  a  puff  of 
praise,  inconsolable  at  tEe  least  appearance  of  contempt,  reanimated 
at  a  gleam  of  respect,  tortured  by 'an  air  of  coldness  and  indifference.' 

-p.  4.  ; 

From  thence  vveare  conducted  by  an  observation, '  that  self-love 
is  the  most  active  principle  of  the  human  soul,  and  that  neither  rea- 
son nor  religion  discourage  a  reasonable  attention  to  our  temporal 
interests,'  to  the  consideration  of  self-lov^  degenerating  into  self- 
ishness and  the  consequent  passion  of  avarice,  exemplified  in  the 
miser. 

^  The  maxim  of  the  Roman  satirist  will  be  his  rule  of  life,  ^^  money 
at  any  rate.'' .  If  the  plain  and  beaten  paths  of  the  world,  diligence  and 
frugality,  will  conduct  him  to  that  end,  it  is  well :  but  if  not,  rather 
than  £a,il  of  his  object,  1  will  be  bold  to  say,  he  will  plunge  without 
scruple  or  remorse  into  the  most  serpentine  labyrinths  of  fraud  and'  ini- 
quity. Whilst  his  scheiiies  are  unaccomplished,  fretfulness  and  dis- 
content will  lower  upon  his  brow  ;  when  favourable,  and  even  ,most 
prosperous,  his  unslaked  and  unsatisfied  soul  still  thirsts  for  more/ — 

.  We  give,  the  conclusion  of  this  character,  as  it  altogether  affords 
no  unfavourable  specimen  of  our  author's  most  striking  manner. 

-  *  Who  will  say  that  he  is  at  any  time  vulnerable  by  reproach,  or;  I 
had  almost  added,  even  convertible  by  grace!  No,  through  every  stage 
and  revolution  of  life,  he  remains  invariably  the  same :  or  if  any  differ- 
ence, it  is  only  this,  that  as  he  advancers  into  the  shade  of  a  long  even- 
ing, he  clings  closer  and  closer  to  the  object  of  his  idolatry ;  and  while 
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every  other  passiott  lies  dead  and  blasted  in  Ws  Ilcjart,  his  desire  for 
mote  pelf  tneredses  with  renewed  eagerness,  and  be  bold«  by  a  sinking 
^ofld  with  an  agonising  grasp,  till  he  drops  into  the  eartb  with  tlie  in* 
ereffiscd  curses  of  wretchedness  on  Im  head,  without  the  tribute  of  a 
tear  from  ehild  or  parent,  or  any  inscHption  on  tiis  memory,  htut  tk«t 
be  lived  to  counteract  the  distributive  justice  of  Providence,  and  died 
without  hope  or  title  to  a  blessed  immortality/ — p.  8. 

Selfishness  is  then  traced  to  its  origin  in  splendid  luxury^ '  whick 
begets  an  attachment  to  money  as  the  means  of  gratifying^that  pas- 
sion :'  at  this  pobit,  the  eighteenth  of  thirty  pages^  we  returi)  to  tbe 
text;  and  the  application  to  the  charity  in  question  makes  up  the 
reo^ainder  of  the  sermon,  in  a  desultory,  but  certainly  eloquent 
peroration.     Prejudiced,  as  perhaps  we  may  be  in  favour  of  the 

{)hiIbsophical  reasoning,  and  the  quiet,  though  not  unornamented 
anguage  of  the  divines  of  the  last  century,  we  have  occasionally  fan- 
cied ourselves  amidst  the  sparkling  moralit}^  of  a  modem  novel, 
where,  at  the  touch  of  a  magician's  wand,  the  fairy  land  of  fabl^  va- 
nishes, and  pages  grow  upon  pages  of  digressive  ethics.  The  ai^thor^ 
we  are  told,  '  cautiously  abstained  from  polishing  too  highly  to  blend 
with  such  extemporaneous  effusions  as  occasional  circumstances 
Suggested :'  this  may  account  for  many  of  the  defects  which  it  remains 
for  us  to  notice.  An  idea^  captivating  by  its  brilliancy,  is  hastily 
adopted  ;  and  to  render  it  attra<;tive  to  the  audience,  meretricious 
and  overloaded  ornament  usurps  the  phce  of  that  simplicity  which 
is  the  best  recommendation  of  pure  sentiment.  From  the  dread  of 
too  feeble  an  impression,  the  figures  which  illustrate  are  repeated 
to  satiety,  or  thrown  into  such  inextricable  confusion,  as  t6  perplex 
th.e  mind,  and  interrupt  the  pursuit  of  the  attention.  But  if  this  • 
exuberance  is  frequently  lost  in  obscurity,  it  sometimes  transgresses 
the  modesty  of  the  pulpit,  and,  hurried  away  by  invective  against 
mahners  and  fashions,  descends  into  satire  and  irreverent  sarcasm. 
Allusions  to  the  Augean  stable,  and  to  Achilles;  to  the  History  of 
George  Barnwell,  and  the  Rambler,  we  cannot  approve :  the  fol* 
lowmg  terms  of  colloquial  vulgarity  are  surely  beneath  the  dignity  of 
the  occasion  :  '  Money,  uny  how  !  money.'  *  The  God  help  you 
of  a  gaping  world ;' — nor  is  it  exactly  the  opportunity  to  introduce 
expressions  patched  up  from  Shakspeare.  The  comparison  of 
Christianity  to  a  Colossus  is  derogatory,  and  not  in  thd  least  atoned 
for  by  the  inflated  phraseology  that  follows:  '  Christnnity,  that 
mighty  Colossus,  which  still  rears  its  head  amidst  the  ruins  of  em- 
pires, the  revolutions  of  ages,  and  the  torrent  of  human  passions!' 
We  shall  conclude  this  catalogue  of  minor  faults  with  an  iastance 
of  turgid  and  puerile  declamation. 

*  Great  God !  what  havoc  does  ambition  make  among  thy  worics !  1 
$ec  it  sitting  at  this  mometit  in  ghastly  triiimpb,  on  a  tbronie  still  wel 
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Ivith  the  blood  of  its  rightfnl  possessor!  I  see  it  dragging  hoar}' and 
trembling  religion  from  a  distant  region^  and  forcing  it  to  the  guilt  and 
baseness  of  consecrating  this  foul  usurpation  1  1  see,  of  surroumiing  na<* 
tions,  some  chained  to  its  footstool,  and  ground  to  the  very  dus^mitf 
pillage  and  rapacity ;  some  compelled  to  wield  their  energies  in  sup^ 
pgrtofits  crimes;  some  still  permitted  to  breathe  by  it^  insulting  for- 
beafance ;  and  in  the  midst  of  all  this  I  hear  it  mocking  the  under* 
Standing  and  feeling  of  mankind,  by  the  specious  accents'  of  peace  and 
philanthropy/ 

It  was  our  intention  to  point  out  these  errors  to  our  readers,  by 
the  contrast  of  passages  in  our  older  and  purer  writers ;  but  re- 
called by  our  author's  admonitory  horror  ^  of  all  the  musty  folios 
the  groaning  shelves  of  polemic  divinity  ever  bore/  we  are  un- 
willing to  pursue  him  in  death,  with  a  discipline  at  which  he  so 
much  revolted  in  life.  It  is  however  our  opinion,  that  if  he  had 
condescended  to  the  study  of  such  models,  bis  claim  to  notice  as  a 
writer  would  have  rested  on  a  more  durable  foundation ;  though^ 
as  a  preacher,  he  might  possibly  have  forfeited  some  of  his  attrac- 
tions for  an  audience,  who  so  much  delight  in  the  extravagance  of 
eloquence.  We  know  that  by  prescribing  the  mould  in  which  the 
thought  is  to  be  cast,  and  the  rule  which  is  to  measure  the  expres- 
sion, we  shall  be  accused  of  endeavouring  to  reinstate  art  on  the 
throne  of  originality.  But  originality  implies,  not  the  passion  for 
irregularity  which  ransacks  creation  in  search  of  new  modes,  and 
is  reduced  for  the  effect  it  produces  to  fantastic  eccentricity^ 
but  that  force  of  genius  which  bends  to  its  purpose  the  most  stub- 
bora  materials,  clothes  in  form  and  propriety  appearances  almost 
beyond  the  confines  of  nature,  and  produces  a  uniformity  and 
an  elegance  surpassing  even  the  conception  of  inferior  capacity. 
We  will  illustrate  our  meaning  by  a  reference  to  Bishop  Horsley. 
In  his  exposition  of  the  forty-fifth  Psalm,  he  has  ranged  through 
every  variety  of  conjectural  criticism. — With  truth  for  the  basis  of 
his  general  argument,  he  has  laboured  to  give  to  every  part  a  co- 
operating tendency ;  from  a  presumption  he  infers  certamty,  from 
a  shadow  of  allusion  he  extorts  probability,  and  builds  his  most  re- 
fined speculation  upon  the  slender  variations  of  verbal  meaning* 
Yet  to  the  flights  of  an  imagination  so  excursive,  be  our  convictioo 
what  it  may,  we  readily  concede  the  praise  of  combining  for  our 
instruction  the  most  seeming  incongruities,  without  disgust  to  our 
taste,  without  offence  to  our  judgment.  We  cannot  be  suspected 
ifor  this  would  be  unjust)  of^^ishing  to  draw  an  unqualified 
comparison  between  writers  of  such  different  attainments :  our  sole 
object  has  been  to  convince  the  admirers  of  Dean  Rurwan  (amongst 
whom  we  ourselves  are  not  the  least)  how  differently  he  would  have 
appeared  before  the  public  with  the  aama  taknta  under  the  reguk^ 
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tiqn  of. sober  reason.  We  particularly  hold  out  this  consideration 
to.  such  as  beiqg  gifted  with  a  ready  flow  of  language  and  idea, 
rely  upon  these  specious  endowments.  If  their  ambition^  too  impa- 
tient to  wait  for  the  slow  maturity  of  expanding  faculties,  glows 
with  renovated  ardour  at  contemplating  the  career  of  Dr.  Kirwan, 
if  with  loftier  projects  and  livelier  hopes  they  are  eager  for  the 
same  course,  let  uiem  pause  in  this  foretaste  of  their  glory,  and 
acknowledge  from  his  example,  that  the  impetuosity  which  over- 
bears the  hearer  is  not  irresistible  in  the  perusal,  and  that  ultimate 
success  must  ever  depend  upon  actual  desert.     " 


Art.  XL-^Hisfoire  de  France,  pendant  le  Dix-huitiime  Slide, 
par  Charles  LacreteUe.  6  vols.  8vo»  Paris.  London,  De  Boffe. 

*IT  is  evidently  the  object  of  the  work  before  us,  to  trace  the 
**-  causes  which  produced  the  French  Revolution,  from  the  latter 
years  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  the  dreadful  moment  of  its 
explosion ;  and  it  is  curious  to  observe  how  the  vices  and  blunders 
of  succeedhig  governments  contributed  to  raise  that  tremendous 
sto/m,  which  burst  over  the  head  of  an  unfortun$ite  prince,  whose 
chief  defect  was  weakness  of  character.  Such  an  investigation 
must  have  been  at  all  times  an  object  of  interesting  research,  but 
it  now  affords  a  subject  of  triumph.  The  volcano  is  exhausted ; 
and  we  may  approach  the  crater  in  perfect  security. 

M.  Lacretelle  commences  his  history 'with  a  lively  picture  of 
the  court  of  Versailles,  when  the  vainest  and  most  voluptuous  of 
monarchs  had  abandoned  those  pleasures,  which  he  could  no  longer 
fcnjoy,  for  the  gloomy  discussions  of  controversial  theology.  Ani 
antiquated  prude,  the  widow  of  a  buffoon,  by  consummate  art,  had 
supplanted,  in  the  affections  of  a  worn-out  debauchee,  the  most 
lovely  and  accomplished  of  women,  and  had  subjugated  her 
admirer  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  obtain  a  legaj  title  to  his  bed.  Pos- 
sessing talents,  which  were  calculated  only  for  the  superintendance 
of  a  convent,  she  aspired  to  govern  a  mighty  empire,  and  exercised 
her  authority  in  caballing  with  the  Jesuit  Le  Tellier  for  the  ruin 
of  the  virtuous  and  enlightened  Fenelon,  the  honour  and  ornament 
of  religion. 

Eager  as  the  people  must  have  been  to  be  delivered  from  a  sove- 
reign odious  to  them  by  the  weight  of  taxation,  by  a  series  of  hu- 
miliating defeats,*  and  by  a  systematic  disregard  of  the  di(itates  of 

humanity 

♦  The  Dulie  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eagene  had  instructed  the  world  that 
France  was  vulnerable  in  spite  of  her  fortificatidns ',  and  even  in  the  quarter  where 
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humanity  in  all  his  transactions, — ^yet  they  had  little  to  hope  from 
the  character' of  the  Dauphin,  whp  had  been  so  long  accustomed  to 
inlplicit  obedience,  as  scarcely  to  retain  any  will  of  his  own.  T^e 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  on  the  contrary,  was  deservedly  dear  to  the  na- 
tion. Bitter  therefore  was  their  disappointment,  when  that  amia- 
ble youth  was  suddenly  snatched  away  in  the  prime  of  life,  by  a 
pulmonary  complaint,  which  popular  prejudice  attributed  to  poison, 
administered  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  atrocity  of  the  deed 
appeared  to  augment  in  a  tenfold  degree,  when  directed  against  a 
prince  \yho  had  defended  him  from  the  horrible  charge  of  having 
hastened  the  death  of  the  Dauphin,  when  the  king  was  inclined  to 
believe  the  report,  and  Madame  de  Maintenon  forebore  to  contra- 
dict it,  because  she  beheld  in  the  Duke  of  Orleans  a  dangerous  rival 
to  her  favourite  pupil  the  Duke  of  Maine.  The  affliction  of 
Lewis  at  the  danger  which  threatened  the  life  of  his  grandson,  and 
ihe  fortitude  displayed  by  that  excellent  young  man,  are  well  de- 
scribe^. 

*  Le  Dauphin  vint  ensuite  se  m^ler  aUx  seigneurs  qui  attendaient  le  roi. 
Nul  n'osait  le  consoler,  tous  gardaient  un  morne  silence,  il  se  tenait 
debout  au  milieu  d'eux.  Son  air  avait  quelque  chose  d'6gar6;  son 
visage  etait  couvert  de  marques  rougeitres.  11  repondait  au  salut  dou- 
loureux de  ceux  dont  il  connoissait  le  plus  d'attachment,  par  des  regards 
qui  percaient  Tame.  11  cntra  au  mrlieu  d'eux  au  lever  du  roi^  Quel 
nouveau  coqp  pour  Tauguste  vieillard,  que  lavue  de  son.petit-fils  qui 
portait  sur  tous  les  traits  lempreinte  de  la  mort!  Louis  s'avance  vers 
lui,  il  leserre  dans  ses  bras  avec  tendresse;  il  robserve,il  detaille  tout 
les  funestes  sympt6mes,  qu  avaient  dejk  remarqu^s  les  courtisans. — Re- 
tirez  vous,  roon  fils,  lui  disait-il,  pendant  qu'un  raedecin  tdtait  le  pouls  au 
prince,  et  rcgardait  le  roi  avec  des  yeux  effraies,  au  nora  de  Dieu,  re- 
tirez  vous;  veillez  sur  vous-m^me;  j'attends  tout  du  courage  de  mon 
fils.  Que  le  ciel  vous  donne  de  la  force;  il  en  faut,  mon^ls,  dans  ces 
temps  malheureux.' — i.  22. 

A  more  impressive  scene  of  domestic  affliction  can  hardly  be 
conceived  than  that  which  clouded  the  end  of  a  reign  so  frequently 
eulogised  by  the  historians  of  France  as  the  proudest  era  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  though  agriculture  languished  for  want  of  hands, 
and  commerce  stagnated  for  want  of  capital.  It,  is  impossible  to 
deny  that,  at  one  period  of  his  government,  Lewis  appeared  sur- 
rounded with  glory ;  but  for  those  splendid  achievements  by  which 
he  acquired  the  appellation  of  great,  he  was  far  more  indebted 
to  extraneous  causes,  over  which  he  had  little  controul,  than  to  mili- 

those  boasted  bulwarks  were  thickest.  And  had  it  not  been  for  the  intrigues  oi  Har- 
ley  and  St.  John,  and  the  inconstancy  of  the  queen,  (we  purposely  employ  the  niildost 
language  when  speaking  of  a^female  and  .a  sovereign>)  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
another  campaign  would  haTC  enabled  the  allies  to  .dictate  peace  iu  the  splendid  apart- 
njeqts  of  the  LouTre. 
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^rjr  Uiknt  or  judicious  diacrimination.  The  luiiiiatersi  geoerala, 
aod  authors,  who  contributed  to  exalt  hb  reputation,  were  formeil 
lit  au  earlier  period^  their  genius  partook  of  the  vigour  of  an  age 
when  the  mind  was  less  enervated  by  luxury  and  less  fettered  by 
despotism :  and  with  these  illustrious  models  of  valour  and  taste, 
all  the  splendour  which  attended  them  disappeared. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  might  have  irrecoverably  crippled 
the  resources  of  France,  was  attended  with  little  humiliation. 
Though  compelled  to  descend  from  that  lofty  eminence  from  which 
be  oppressed  or  insulted  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  Lewis's  fall  had 
^ot  been  precipitate.  Less  powerful  than  formerly,  he  had  still 
the  consolation  to  think  that  there  existed  no  potentate  in  the 
Christian  republic  more  powerful  than  himself.  But  while  saved 
from  the  precipice  into  which  he  was  sinking,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive a  more  miserable  being  than  the  haughty  founder  of  Versailles. 
The  untimely  loss  of  those  who,  according  to  the  common  course  of 
nature,  should  have  propped  and  consoled  his  declining  years,  left  a 
dreadful  solitude  around  him.  All  his  schemes  of  ambition  were 
frustrated;  from  external  objects  he  could  derive  no  consolation, 
and  all  within  was  gloomy  and  cheerless. 

The  following  passage  b  too  descriptive  of  fallen  greatness  to 
be  omitted. 

*  Une  devotion  trop  universelle  k  la  cour  pour  n'^tre  pas  suspecte 
d'hypocrisie;  un  faste  consacr6  par  habitude  mais  qui  n'6tait  plus  anim6 
par  les  plaisirs,  ni  par  la  gloire,  et  que  la  d^tresse  des  finances  rendait 
p^nible  au  monarque,  insupportable  a  ses  sujets;  des  craintes  pressantes 
pour  Tavenir,  des  projets  vagues  et  incoh^rens,  des  controverses  assez 
semblables  ^  celles  qui  agitaient  mis^rablement  rempireGrec;  voil^ 
tout  ce  qui  restait  du  grand  r^gne ;  mais  Louis  restait,  et  continuaft 
d'imposer  aux  ames,  qu'ii  avoit  autrefois  enivr^es  de  ses  triomphes.  La 
tristesse  se  laissait  voir  partout,  mais  ne  s'exprimait  que  par  de  faibles 
plaintes.  On  sentait  que  le  temps  des  grandes  choses  ^tait  passe,  itiais 
on  conservait  de  la  veneration  pour  celui  qui  les  avait  long- temps  dirig^. 

La  nation  ne  voyait  rien  qui  lui  promit  du  bonheur,  mab 

chacun  se  proposait  de  ne  point  manquer  les  occasions  de  gaiete,  qui 
pourraient  s'offrir  sous  un  nouveau  r^gne.' — i.  87. 

If  pleasure  were  the  leading  object  of  their  wishes,  they  had  an 
€>pportuiiity  of  gratifying  them  to  the  fullest  extent  during  the  licen* 
tious  administration  of  die  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  gayest  and  mo^ 
profligate  of  mortals.  No  sooner  had  Lewis  closed  his  eyes,  than 
the  gloomy  austerities  of  a  Carthusian  convent  made  way  for  the 
triumph  of  dissoluteness.  Vice  no  longer  deigned  to  wear  a  mask 
when  it  became  a  recommendation  to  favour.  All  the  graces  of 
conversation  suddenly  disappeared,  and  were  replaced  hy  the  vo* 
luptnous  descriptions  of  liberttnbm,  or  the  revolting  intrepidity*  of 
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fttheism*  Such  was  the  lurdour  of  the  courtiers  in  pursuit  of  pba- 
lurei  or  iueh  their  eagerness  to  flatter  the  regent,  that  many  persons 
ef  disttnciton  who,  during  the  late  reign,  had  vied  with  each  other 
in  demonstrations  of  piety,  now  affected  to  take  the  lead  in  dissipsh 
tion,  and  even  boasted  of  vices  to  which  from  age  and  Cdastitutioft 
tbey  Were  little  inclined. 

'fhe  regent's  suppers  may  fairly  be  termed  academies  for  th^ 
l^orruption  o^  the  rising  generation.  With  delight  he  beheld  thte 
hour  arrive,  when  delivered  from  the  toils  of  government  and  the 
ennui  of  a  court,  he  could  indulge,  amid  the  society  of  his  inti- 
mate friends,  in  every  sensual  excess.  ^  Noc6,  D'Effiat>  Brancas^ 
La  Fare,  Broglie,  et  beaucoup  d'autres  faisaient  assaut  de  disBoItl«> 
tion  pour  justifier  cette  odieuse  et  absurde  denomination  de  roui$, 
invent^e  par  lent  maJtre.^  In  these  abominable  orgies  not  only  mo*- 
rality  and  decency  were  ostentatiously  banished,  but  even  religion 
was  insulted  with  blasphemous  mockery,  as  if.  licentiousness  yvert 
a  proof  of  good  taste,  and  impiety  the  criterion  of  wit.  The 
Duchess  of  Berri,  his  favourite  daughter,  who  was  universally  sus- 
pected of  having  poisoned  her  husband,  and  whose  gallantries  bad 
rendered  her  conspicuous  in  a  country  where  no  ties  were  respected 
except  those  of  inclination,  frequently  presided  at  these  scanda*^ 
lous  scenes,*  in  company  with  som^  of  her  father's  numerous  mis*- 
tresses,  a  selection  of  prostitutes  from  the  different  theatres,  the 
whole  cohort  of  roues ^  together  with  a  few  men  of  inferior  rank>, 
whom  the  Duke  of  Orleans  admired  for  their'  wit  or  courted  for 
their  profligacy. 

Tlie  violent  controversies  between  the  Jesuits  and  Jansenists  upon 
subjects  too  abstruse  for  human  comprehension,  had  produced  ait 
effect  upon  the  public  mind  unfavourable  to  religion  itself;  but  it 
was  reserved  for  the  impiety  of  this  dissolute  prince  to  strip  th^ 
bluest  ecclesiastical  dignities  of  every  thing  dignified  and  impo- 
sing. A  person  of  mean  extraction,  remarkable  only  for  his  vices^ 
had  been  employed  in  correcting  the  regent's  tasks,  and  by  a  servile 
complabaiice  for  all  his  inclinations  had  acquired  an  ascendancy  oVer 
his  pupil,  which  he  abused  for  the  purpose  of  corrupting  his 
morals,  debasing  his  character,  and  ultimately  rendering  his  ad* 
ministration  an  object  of  universal  indignation.  Soon  after  hi^ 
patron's  accession  to  power,  Dubois,  for  whom  no  occupation  wai 
too  infamous,  no  employment  too  servile,  was  admitted  into  the 
council  of  state. .  His  figure  is  described  as  mean  and  contemptible^ 
ftnd  the  vices  of  his  mind  were  so  legibly  imprinted  upon  his  dis-^ 
gusting  countenance,  that  it  was  impossible  for  hypocrisy  to  conceal 

.<!■    n.A.tffr    ■■—  I      fil  .      ■  ■  .M      *■■ •  II 

*  This  princess  has  been  frequently  corapared  to  Lucretia  Borgia,  the  daiiffbter  of 
9qpe  Alexander  VI»t  ^nd  the  parallel  QofortuBately  holds  good  in  erery  rtMpect. 
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them.  He  had,  haweVer,  made  what,  in  the  meridian  of '  a 
Parisian  court,  was  considered  as  a  proficiency  in  literature>  for 
'he  had  acquired  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  Latin  to  tra|asiate  Horace 
and  Ovid  with  tolerable  facility.  But  as  it  was  late  in  life  before 
he  directed  his  attention  to  political  studies,  his  acquirements  as 
a  statesman  were  still  more  superficial.  The  derangement  of  the 
•finances,  -occasioned  by  the  ambition  and  prodigality  of  the  Ikte 
-king,  had  reduced  the  regent  to  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  various 
expedients  in  order  to  avoid  the  discredit  of  a  general  bankruptcy. 
A  systenii  of  palliatives  agreed  but  ill  with  the  boldness  of  his 
political  views;  for  whenever. he  consulted  his  own  understanding, 
or  allowed  himself  time  to  attend  to  public  affairs,  he  contemplated 
^^m  with  the  eye  of  a  statesman,  though  too  apt  to  be  dazzled  by 
tirilliant  theories.  An  ardent  temper  induced  him  to  listen  to  the 
chimeras  of  Law,  whose  extravagant  (ilans,  the  wildest  that  pre- 
sumption or  knavery  ever  conceived,  were  welcomed  as  the  oracles 
of  a  divinity.  • 

"  Law  was  endowed  with  everyi  quality  best  calculated  to  captivate 
a  lively  people.  A  natural  eloquence  enabled  him  to  announce 
his  ideas  with  clearness  and  vivacity.  Amid  the  profoundest  cal- 
culations he  introduced  speculations  of  the  boldest  character,  which, 
though  founded  upon  principles  ao  less  visionary  than  extravagant, 
were  announced  with  a  confidence  which  satisfied  his  hearers  that 
they  were  the  result  of  practical  wisdom.  A  commanding  figuire 
aiid  elegant  manners  conduced  to  increase  the  delusion,  so  that  be 
was  courted  by  people  of  the  highest  distinction  with  as  much 
servility,  as  if  every  thing  which  he  touched  had  been  commuted 
to  gold. 

The  infatuation  of  the  Parisians  is  admirably  painte4  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage :  '  , 

*  On  trouvait  beaucoup  trop  Icnte  la  fabrication  du  papier,  quoique 
le  nombre  des  ouvriers,  et  des  commis,  qui  en  ^toient  occup^s,  eut  ^ih 
doubles,  et  quadruples.  Les  habitans  des  provinces  regardatent  d*un 
ceil  d'envie  la  fortune  qui  paraissait  sourire  aux  Parisiens.  11^  afiu- 
aient  dans  la  capitale,  qui  ne  vit  k  aucune  autre  ^poque  un  aussi  grand 
concours,  un  raouvement  aussi  rapide,  un  luxe  aus^i  extravagant^  Tout 
enipioi  du  genie,  du  bon  sens,  4tait  suspendu.  On  assi^geait  les  portes^. 
de  la  banque  pour  y  porter  son  or.  On  se  faisait  une  peur  chimeriqiie 
de  n'j^tre  point  admis,  et  Ton  ^tait  soulag^,  lorsqu'un  commis,  avec  uu 
sourire  perfide  avait  dit,  Ne  craignez  rien,  messieurs,  on  prendra  tout 
voire  argent,  Les  ames  jusqu'alors  les  plus  tranquilles  ^proxivaient  les 
transports  forcenes  des  joueui-s.  Toute  distinction  de  ndissance  6ta§t'" 
efi'ac^e.  Les  nobles  n'avaient  plus d orgueil,  ils  etaient  tout  klavaric^ 
lis  dinaient  chez  des  laquais  enrichis  de  la  veille,  et  portes  a.  juger  de ' 
leur  esprit  d*apr^  leur  bonlreur,  ils  chefchaienl^surprendre  leursectf*; 
ils  reUssirent  ment6t  ^les  surpasser.  C'etaient  des  hoipmes  puissahs  li  la 
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cour,  dont  la  honteuse  dexterity  h,  ce  jeu  enlevait  les  plus  grands 
b^n^jfices,  et  savait  le  mieux  les  assurer.^  On  les  avait  nbmxn^s  ks 
seigneurs  miseisdpiens,  ils  souriaient  h  ce  nom.  L'arri^re  petit-fils  da 
grand  Conde,  le  Due  de  Bourbon,  etait  k  leur  tfete/ — i.  303. 

In  proportion  as  the  promise  of  inexhaustible  wealth  had  fasci- 
nated the  minds  of  the  Parisians^  they  gave  way  to  the  wildest  rage 
and  disappointment,  when  the  ideal  fabric  suddenly  vanished  ;  and 
it  required  all  the  address  and  courage  of  the  regent  to  prevent  a 
general  insurrection,  and  to  save  the  impostor  from  the  fury  of  au 
exasperated  populace. 

With  the  chimeras  of  Law  every  vestige  of  popularity,  wbicKhad 
hitherto  attached  to  the  regent's  administration,  was  irrecoverably 
lost.  Desirous  of  banishing  the  recollection  of  his  folly,' h6 
indulged  in  still  greater  excesses,  till  he  entirely  lost  all  aptitude 
and  inclination  for  business,  and  sunk  into  a  state  of  almost  brut  1 
insensibility.  Under  pretence  of  relieving  his  patron  from  the 
weight  of  afiairs,  Dubois  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  cucourage 
this  cynical  humour,  and  contrived  gradually  to  exclude  Irum 
the  regent's  society  all  those  libertine  companions,  who  had  cither 
knowledge  or  honour  to  recommend  them.  But  '^  ha  was 
convinced  that,  unless  he  should  attain  the  highest  dignities  of 
the  church",  he  could  never  hope  to  govern  the  nation,  he  optnly 
aspired  to  a  mitre,  and  a  cardinal's  hat,  as  a  step  to  farther  exalta- 
tion. No  man  less  acquainted  with  the  weakness  of  the  regent's 
character,  could  have  presumed  to  entertain  the  remotest  hope  of 
success.  Destitute  of  every  quality  to  Nvhich  the  most  impudent 
flattery  could  attribute  even  the  shadow  of  a  virtue ;  universally  de- 
spised for  the  meanness,  no  less  than  for  the  publicity  of  his  vices; 
incapable  of  uttering  a  single  sentence  without  shocking  the  feel- 
ings of  di<e  least  scriipTulous  modesty ;  a  blasphemer  from  habit ;  an 
»theist  from  vanity;— he  had  s^U  the  presumption  to  aspire  to  the 
iHitre  which  had  recently  encircled  the  venerable  brow  of  the  pious 
und  baievolent  Fenelon. 

At  no.  period  of  history  had  the  dignities  of  the  Galliqan  church 
been  dispensed  with  greater  discrimination,  than  during  the  reign 
of  Louis  XIV. ;  nor  had  th^  clergy  in  general  been  ever  more  con- 
spicuous for  purity  of  morals,  and  splendour  of  talent.  Upon  his 
first  accession  to  power^^  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  pursued  a  similar 
course,  and  the  names  of  Fleury  and  Massillon  did  credit  to  his 
choice ;  but  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  his  natural  levity 
to  persevere  Ions  in  any  regular  system,  and  the  heart  of  Dubois 
was  80  thoroughly  depraved  as  to  be  unconscious  of  the  advantage 
which  he  might  personally  have  derived  from  allowing '  his  master 
to  patronize  merit.  Encouraged  by  the  exhortations  of  C  rdinal 
Rohan,  who  wanted  his  support  in  favour  of  the  Jesuits,  he  asked 
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for  the  archbishopric  of  Cambray.  Unaccustomed  as  he  was  Xp 
t^elicate  scruples^  the  regent  was  startled  at  the  idea  of  encounter-* 
ing  the  scanoal  to  which  such  a  prostitution  of  honours  must  ex-> 
pose  him.  But  in  spite  of  his  reason,  he  ultimately  yielded,  and 
insulted  the  nation  by  raising  Dubois  to  one  of  the  highest  ecclesi- 
dstical  dignities. 

The  rapid  progrt.^  of  infidelity  during  the  last  century  has  given 
scope  for  much  curious  research,  respecting  the  causes  from  which 
it  proceeded ;  and  it  has  generally  been  ascribed  to  the  profane 
and  licentious  theories  of  those  who  assumed  the  m^estic  garb  of 
philosophy,  more  securely  to  aim  their  envenomed  diafts  against 
the  sacred  truths  of  Christianity.  That  the  writings  of  Diderot  and 
Voltaire  contributed  to  taint  the  public  mind,  no  person  in  die 
least  acquainted  with  their  works,  will  attempt  to  deny ;  but  other 
causes,  and  those  of  general  efficacy,  must  have  assisted  in  spread- 
ing the  contagion,  or  it  never  could  have  produced  such  banefcd 
efltects.  Example  is  far  better  understood  by  the  generality  of 
mankind  than  precept:  and  the  coasecration  of  Dubois,  in  all 
probability,  conduced  no  less  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  impiety,  than 
all  the  blasphemous  buffoonery  of  all  the  encyclopedists.  It  was 
thus  that  atheism  spread  with  alarming  rapidity  in  Italy  duiing  die 
pontificate  of  Alexander  VI. 

Notwithstanding  an  archbishop  and  a  favourite  had  very  strong 
claims  to  the  Roman  purple,  it  required  all  the  influence  of  France, 
in  the  conclave,  during  the  election  of  a  pope,  to  induce  Cardinal 
Conti  to  enter  into  an  engagement  for  the  promotion  of  Dubois, 
in  case  he  should  obtain  the  tiara.  Too  honourable  to  recede 
from  a  solemn  promise,  and  too  conscientious  to  disregard  so 
flagrant  a  violation  of  duty,  it  was  supposed  that  his  death,  which 
shortly  followed,  was  in  great  measure  occasioned  by  remorse. 

.  Nothing  was  now  wanting  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  Dirboi^^ 
but  the  post  of  prime  minister,  and  to  this  he  was  soon  aftet 
pronooted.     This  last  act  of  condescension  on  the  part  of  the  re- 

fent,  has  been  imputed  to  motives  of  a  political  nature.  The 
ing  was  rapidly  approaching  to  that  age  when  a  man  in  France  was 
deemed  capable  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  a  powerful  nation,  though 
unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of  his  private  concerns ; 
and  it  was  not  likely  that  the  people,  the  parliaments,  or  the  no* 
bility,  all  of  whom  looked  forward  to  the  new  reign  with  an  anxietif 
which  they  disdained  to  conceal,  should  patiently  endure  the  pro- 
longation of  the  Duke's  authority,  thc^igh  disguised  under  a  aiffe- 
reot  title.  But  he  flattered  himself  that  by  allowing  a  tool  of  his 
Own  to  occupy '  f  a  little  time,  the  post  of  prime  minister  (th6 
<luke  had  been  assured  by  his  ph^ak  r^ilbat  it  was  impossible  for 
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the  Cardinal  to  live  above  six  months)  he  might  slide  without  diffi- 
culty into  the  vacant  post. 

The  physician's  prediction  was  shortly  verified ;  and  the  death 
of  Dubois  enabled  the  Duke  of  Odeans  to  carry  his  project  into 
execution.  Aw^re  that  it  was  necessary  to  retrieve  his  chai-acter 
by  popular  measures,  he  attended  to  the  dafie  in  which  he  had 
engaged  with  indefatigable  industry,  while,  by  me  vivacity  of  hii 
conversation,  and  his  various  accomplishments,  he  captivated  the 
affections  of  Lewis.  But  the  reform  was  merely  apparent ;  for 
though  the  day  was  devoted  to  national  concerns,  the  evening  was 
consecrated  to  licentious  pleasures.  Three  months  afterassuming 
the  direction  of  afiairs,  the  duke  perished,  the  victim  of  sensuality. 

'  Aucun  des  descendans  de  Henri  IV.  ne  retrapa  davantage  son  ar- 
deur  dans  les  combats,  son  esprit  fin,  ^tendu,  son  adroite  familiarity^ 
bes  reparties  piquantes,  enfin  cet  ensemble  de  dons  qui  gagne  les  coeurs, 
et  soumet  les  volont^s.  Henri  commit  I'imprudence  de  ceder  trop 
souvent,  et  trop  long-temps,  k  Tamour.  Philippe  fut  sans  frein,  sans 
pudeur,  et  sans  d^licatesse,  dans  ses  honteuses  volupt^s.  Ce  trait  de 
diflRerence  dans  leur  caract^re,  en  ^tablit  une  telle  dans  leur  conduite, 
qu'un  parall^le  serai t  une  profanation.  Outre  les  vices  qui"  entrat- 
naient  le  desordre  de  ses  mceurs,  Philippe  en  avait  un  plus  nuisible  en- 
core k  La  bont^,  et  cfVii  cependant  n'efiapa  point  la  sienne;  c'^tait  une 
defiance  collective,  un  mepris  raisonn^,  pour  les  hommes.  II  consentit 
k  ^tre  tromp6  par  eux,  mais  il  voulait  les  tromper  a  son  tour  avec  d^ 
certains  raffinemens.  Les  moyens  obliques  lui  avaient  souvent  reussi ; 
il  ne,cessait  d^y  recourir;  il  manquait  k  sa  parole,  il  se  jouait  de  ses 
promesses.  Son  Coeur  6tait  inaccessible  k  la  haine,  mais  son  amitie 
n*avaitque  la  chaleur  du  moment:  elle  manquait  de  consistence  parce- 
qoe  rarement  elle  avait  ete  ciment^  par  Testime.  Dans  Thabitude 
d'une  vie,  tant6t  moUe,  tantot  effrcin^e,  ses  qualit^s  les  j)lus  brillantes 
dormaient  souvent;  on  ^tait  ^tonn6  de  les  retrouver  toutes  dans  une 
grande  occasion.  On  pretend  qu'il  connaissait  k  fond  toutes  les  parties 
de  la  science  militaire.  Regent,  il  ^vita  la  guerre ;  un  tel  service  rendu 
a  la  France,  au  genre  humain,  attenuerait  beaucoup  tous  les  reproches 
qu'on  fait  k  sa  raemoire,  s'il  eu  porte  pins  de  precautions  dans  la  paix» 
et  s'il  n'eut  pas  impruderament-seconde  la  puissance  maritime  de  TAn^ 
gleterre.  Son  impiet^,  son  atheisme,  ne  ressemblaient  point  k  la  fatale 
crreur  d'un  systi^me  ;  c'^tait  une  excuse  pour  ses  vices,  un  assaisonne- 
ment  pour  ses  debauches.  II  se  dirigea  vers  la  tolerance,  sans  Tetablir 
par  des  loix ;  mais  il  propagea  Tincredulite  par  son  exemple.' — i.  387. 

We  have  been  more  circumstantial  in  our  account  of  the  regent's 
administration,  because  we  are  firmly  pei^^aded  that  its  influence 
upon  the  national  character  was  far  more  extensive  and  permanent 
than  is  generally  admitted.  In  a  country  like^^nVit  ♦he  vices  of  a 
sovereign  are  attended  wiJ  Ic  emicious  consequences ;  the  prin- 
ciples of  Englishmen  being  e^.^.^.ished  u]}on  too  solid  a  foundation 
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to  be  ehaken  by  Ae  example  of  any  individuaTy  however  exalted  hb 
rank  or  situation.  In  France  it  was  different.  There  the  court 
^as  every  thing,  the  nation  nothing.  Economy  or  profusion^  devo- 
fion  or  scepticism,  licentiousness  or  temperance,  were  assumed  and 
l^id  aside,  by  a  volatile  people,  with  the  same  ease  and  indifference  * 
with  which  they  copied  the  fashion  of  their  sovereign's  cloak  or  th« 
cumbersome  structure  of  his  wig. 

,  The  second  volume  commences  with  the  administration  of  the 
Puke  of  Bourbon,  who  succeeded  to  the  office  of  prime  minister* 
There  was  little  in  the  character  of  this  prince  to  inspire  either  af«- 
fection  or  respect.  To  an  avidity  as  insatiable  as  that  of  Dubois, 
and  an  austerity  of  temper  which  he  was  hardly  able  to  conceal  un^ 
der  the  external  forms  of  politeness,  he  united  an  understanding;  in 
which  flattery  could  discover  neither  brilliancy,  depth,  nor  acute- 
liess.  And  kst  these  defects  should  fail  to  ^xcite  universal  con- 
tempt, he  suffered  himself  to  be  governed  by  Madame  de  Prie,  a 
woman  as  systematically  profligate  as  the  Duchess  of  Berri,  and  as 
ostentatiously  impious  as  her  father.  The  new  administration 
commenced  with  the  revival  or  rather  extension  of  those  intolerant 
edicts  which  had  been  issued  by  Lewis  XIV.  for  the  purpose  of 
extirpating  heresy,  and  which  now  appeared  sdll  more  odious  than 
when  promulgated  at  the  instigation  of  Maintenon  and  Le  Tet- 
lier,  because  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  aMege  in  their  defence 
even  the  despicable  apology  of  bigotry. 

No  good  could  result  from  such  an  administration :  we  therefore 
hasten  to  the  period  when  the  king  ostensibly  assumed  the  direction 
of  affairs,  stopping  only  to  notice  the  consequences  of  an  intrigue, 
in  which,  as  our  author  expresses  it, '  tons  les  vice's  conspir^rent  en 
faveur  de  la  vertu.* 

An  infant  daughter  of  th^  King  of  Spain  had  been  selected  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  share  the  throne  of  Lewis  XV.,  and  had 
in  consequence  been  sent  at  an  early  age  to  Paris,  in  order  to 
acquire  the  hahits  and  language  of  a  nation  over  which  she  was 
destined  to  preside.  But  as  the  extreme  youth  of  the  princes^ 
prevented  the  marriage  from  taking  place  for  several  years,  and  the 
people  were  displeased  at  the  prospect  of  the  kingdom's  remaining 
so  long  without  an  heir, — the  Duke  of  Bourbon  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  to  propose  sending  back  the  infanta,  and  marry- 
ing the  king  to  a  princess  capable  of  gratifying  the  wishes  of  the 
nation  by  tfie  birth  of  a  dauphin.  The  beauty  and  accomplish^ 
ments  of  Mademoiselle  de  Vermandois,  inspired  him  with  the  hope 
of  conflrihing  his  authority  by  placing  his  sister  upon  the  throne : 
but  as  talents  and  beauty  were  likely  to  enslave  an  indolent  mo« 
narch,  Madame  de  Prie  resolved  to  visit  the  intended  bride,  before 
she  consented  to  the  union,  in  order  to  decide  bow  far  her  under- 
standing 
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standing  coincided  with  the  lustre  of  her  charms.  Presentii^  het* 
self  to  Mademoiselle  de  Vermandois  under  a  borrowed  name,  she^ 
in  the  course  of  conversation,  expatiated  at  large  upon  the  brilliant 
destiny  which  awaited  her.  Accustomed  to  conceal  every  emo- 
tion of  the  soul  under  the  unruffled  mask  of  composure,  the  priti« 
cess  manifested  neither  joy  nor  surprize.  Madame  de  Prie  consi- 
dered this  as  an  unfavourable  symptom,  but  determined,  before  she 
finally  decided,  to  bring  her  to  a  more  satisfactory  trial.  She  ac- 
cordingly seized  an  opportunity  to  speak. of  herself,  as  of  a  person 
unjustly  calumniated.  The  princess,  giving  way  to  virtuous  indig- 
nation, immediately  declared  that,  determined  as  she  was  to  dis- 
countenance vice,  she  would  never  allow  a  woman  so  notoriously 
profligate  to  appear  in  her  presence,  in  case  she  should  marry  thei 
king.  'That  shall  not  be  your  fate,'  muttered  th^  mistress  of 
Bourbon,  as  she  hastily  retired  to  stifle  her  fury.      ^ 

There  was  a  want  of  decision  in  the  minister's  character  which 
kiid  it  open  to  every  impression.  It  was  therefore  no  difficult  task 
tb  persuade  him  that  the  projected  marriage,  if  it  should  fail,  as  it 
was  likely  to  do  from  the  cabals  of  those  who  envied  his  power, 
must  infallibly  involve  him  in  ruin.  It  became  necessary  therefore 
to  provide  a  substitute,  with  rank  sufficient  to  justify  his  choice, 
and  upon  whose  gratitude  he  might  flrmly  rely.  These  considera- 
tions directed  his  attention  toward  Maria  Lechinska,  daughter  to 
the  unfortunate  Stanislaus,  who  had  been  placed  by  Charles  XII. 
on  the  throne  of  Poland,  and  driven  from  it  by  Peter  the  Great. 
The  exiled  monarch  was  living  in  a  dilapidated  castle,  near  Weis- 
senberg  in  Germany,  when  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon  announcing  the  intelligence.  The  delighted  father  hastened 
to  his  daughter's  apartment,  exclaiming  with  extasy,  '  Tombons  i 
genoux,  ma  fiUe,  et  remercions  Dieu. — Mon  pire,  s'^cria  celle-ci, 
seriez  vous  appell6  au  tr6ne  de  Pologne  I  Le  ciel,  reprit  Stanislaus, 
nous  est  bien  plus  favorable;  ma  fille,  vous  fetes  reine  de  France.' 
— ii.  34. 

Fleury,  Bishop  of  Frejus,  concealed  a  boundless  ambition  under 
habits  of  almost  patriarchal  simplicity.  In  quality  of  preceptor 
to  the  king,  he  had  acquired  such  influence  over  the  weak  mind 
of  his  pupil,  thaj,  by  threatening  to  retire  from  court,  he  was  able 
to  carry  die  most  diflkult  points.  The  ascendancy  of  a  man  too 
proud,  or  too  honest,  to  second  the  views  of  a  corrupt  administra- 
tion, kept  the  minister  and  his  mistress  in  constant  alarm ;  and  a 
plot  was  in  consequence  formed,  with  the  connivance  of  the 
queen,  whom  gratitude  rendered  imprudent,  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  him  into  retirement,  but  which  terminated  in  the  batiish- 
ment  of  the  duke  and  Madame  de  Prie,  and  established  Fleury's 
power  on  so  solid  a  foundation,  that  he  governed  France  till  die 
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,  hour  of  his  death.  His  administration  may  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct epochs^  which  differ  materially  from  each  other.  The  first,  ex- 
tending from  172()  to  \73S,  was  a  period  of  national  tranquillity; 
during  which  the  minister's  attention  was  prudently  directed  to  the 
improvement  of  the  finances^  the  encouragement  of  agriculture^, 
and  the  extension  of  commerce.  Amid  these  benevolent  cares, 
year  after  year  stole  rapidly  away  without  presenting  to  posterity 

'  any  splendid  exertions  of  genius  or  courage  obtained  by  the  misery 
of  thousands. 

*  La  cour^ce  pays  oil  le  mouvement  n'est  jamais  plus  vif  que  pendant 
lajeunesse  du  monarque,  fut  gouvern6e  comme  une  famille  ais^e,  mo- 
deste,  paisible.  Le  precepteur  de  Louis  XV.  avait  prepare  de  loin  ce 
T^ultat,  en  gravant  dans  son  coeur  les  principes  d'une  piele  s^v^re,  et 
d'une  retenue  qui  tenait  k  la  fois  de  la  pudeur  et  de  la  timidite.  II 
savait  dinger  ses  g6ut8,  et  ses  affections,  en  ecartant  toujoih^  des  con- 
seils  qu'il  avait  k  lui  donner.  Fair  d'autorite,  le  ton  de  p^dantisme.  On 
ne  vit  plus  k  la  cour  de  ces  conversions  qui  s'etaient  si  subitement'^non- 
cees  dans  les  derni^res  annees  de  Louis  XIV.,  et  si  honteusement  de- 
menties  sous  le  regent.  La  licence  fut  ecartee  sans  bruit,  le  scandale  ne 
fut  plus  une  mode.' — ii.^  54. 

'^The  Cardinal,  whose  constitutional  timidity  was  increased  by  age, 
proceeded,  on  all  occasions,  with  the  circumspection  natural  to  a 
man  who  feels  his  way  in  the  dark ;  yet  his  measures  were  con- 
ducted with  so  much  sagacity,  that  he  had  hardly  ever  occasion  to 
retrace  his  steps.  Neither  was  his  economy,  though  extended  to 
the  minutest  objects,  mean  or  sordid.  He  frequently  silenced  the 
rapacity  of  the  courtiers,  but  never  rejected  the  petitions  of  the^ 
indigent.  Resources  were  always  ready  to  provide  for  any  public 
calamity,  and  he  distributed  them  on  such  occasions  with  a  liberality 
equally  honourable  to  his  heart  and  his  understanding.  Economy 
however  is  the  only  quality  in  which  he  rivalled  Sully  and  Colbert, 
to  whom  he  has  been  compared.  Incapable  of  acting  with  vigour 
and  decision,  he  frequently  temporised  when  the  utmost  activity  was 
required ;  and  during  the  disputes  which  arose  between  the  crown 
and  the  parliament,  it  is  easy  to  trace  the  progressive  decline  of  the 
royal  authority,  which  the  firmness  of  Richelieu  had  rendered  so 
absolute,  and  the  dignity  of  Lewis,  XIV.  so  imposing. 

Hurried  into  a  war  by  a  concatenation  of  circumstances  against 
which  it  was  useless  to  struggle,  Fleury  felt  happy  to  seize  the  first 
favourable  opportunity  of  restoring  tranquillity  that  he  might  de- 
vote his  attention  to  his  darling  occupsrtion,  that  of  alleviating  the 
burthens  of  the  people :  but  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  esta- 
blish the  public  credit  on  a  solid  foundation,  a  change  was  silently 
operating  in  the  habits  of  the  king  which  tended  to  frustrate  his 
designs,  if  not  totally  to  overturn  his  authority.    The  d'lsposition 
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•  of  Lewis,  though  naturally  prone  to  sensual  in3ulgence,  had  hitherto 
;  been  confined  within  decent  bounds  by  the  dread  of  offending  his 

preceptor.  Moderation  and  temperance,  when  they  arise  from  the 
fear  of  reproof,  and  not  from  an  unshaken  belief  in  the  truths  of 
religion,  are  too  weak  to  resist  repeated  temptations;  particularly 
.  when  it  is  the  interest  of  profligacy  and  ambition  to  eradicate  such 
troublesome  scruples,  in  every  country  there  are  persons,  even  ©f 
elevated  rank,  to  whom  the  vices  of  their  sovereign  are  more  bene- 
ficial than  his  virtues;  and  who  therefore  labour  to  extinguish  every 

*  spark  of  probity  and  honour,  the  remains  of  a  pious  education. 
Such  was  the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  who  is  held  up  by  Voltaire  as  a 
model  for  courtiers  and  heroes;  and  who,  in  return,  extolled  the 
apostle  of  libertinism  aiui  infidelity  as  the  paragon  of  wisdom  and 

.virtue.  Gifted  by  nature  with  every  personal  grace,  endowed  with 
a  lively  aiid  brilliant  imagination,  and  equally  distinguished  for 
courage  and  gallantry,  this  profligate  nobletnan,  instead  of  dedicat- 
ing his  talents  to  the  good  of  mankind,  formed  a  system  of  seduc- 
tion the  most  extensive  and  dangerous  ever  practised  for  the  ruin  of 
"innocence ;  while  his  inordinate  vanity  rendeVed  him  indifferent  to 
every  conquest  unless  all  Paris  was  made  acquainted  with  his 
triumph.  Cold,  haughty,  and  unfeeling,  he  unfortunately  could  as- 
sume the  warmth  of  generosity  and  the  glow  of  affection,  when  he 
wished  to  degrade  a  too  confident  female,  or  supplant  a  credulous 
friend.  These  were  qualities  so  precious  in  the  estimation  of 
Lewis,  that  Richelieu  became  the  chosen  companion  of  his  most 
•dissolute  hours,  the  pander  of  his  most  disgraceful  amours. 

Misfortune  had  ever  an  irresistible  claim  to  the  pity  and  patron- 
age of  the  queen.  Hence  she  had  particularly  distinguished  five 
•flisters  of  the  family  of  Nesle,  who  inherited  little  besides  an  illus- 
trious name.  Madame  de  Mailly,  the  eldest,  wa*  more  admired 
for  an  affectionate  and  unassuming  temper,  than  iot  the  lustre  of 
personal  attractions.  The  countenance  of  her  second  sister,  la 
Marquise  de  Vintimille,  was  irradiated  by  intelligence  and  sensi- 
bility. The  Duchess  of  Lauraguais  united  the  majestic  form  of 
Juno  to  the  youthful  graces  of  Hebe.  The  charms  of.  the  three 
elder  were  however  totally  eclipsed  by  those  of  their  younger  sisters, 
the  Marchionesses  of  Flavacourt  and  Touraelle,  who  were  univer- 
sally adored  as  the  brightest  constellations  which  illuminated  the 
court  of  Versailles. 

Three  of  these  ladies  successively  became  the  declared  mistresses 
of  Lewis;  and  Madame  de  Lauraguais,-  though  she  never  publicly 
enjoyed  that  ignominious  distinction,  was  supposed  to  have  shared 
his  affections.  Sincerely  attached  to  her  royal  lover,  Madame  de 
Mailly  consented  with  joy  to  the  mysterious  silence  imposed  by 
-the  king  at  the  commencement  of  their  connection,  from  the  appre- 
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hension  of  dioclun^  his  preceptor;  aod  which  so  far  produced  die 
cjesired  effect^  that  it  furnished  the  cardinal  with  an  excuse  for  shut- 
ting his  eyesy  and  even  left  the  queen  the  melancholy  consolation  of 
doubting  her  husband's  infidelity. 

While  his  subjects  were  groaning  under  the  pressure  of  war, 
Lewis  trembled  at  the  idea  of  insulting  their  feelings  by  proclaimii^ 
an  adulterous  commerce;  but  no  sooner  had  Fleury  excited  a  mo- 
mentary enthusiasm  by  repealing  some  unpopular  taxes,  than  he 
threw  aside  the  mask  of  decorum.  Thinking  silence  inconsistent 
with  his  station  and  character,  the  cardinal  ventured  to  expostulate, 
but  soon  discovered,  that  if  he  wished  to  retain  the  direction  of  af- 
fairs, it  must  be  by  sacrificing  probity  to  ambition.  He  probably 
considered  too,  with  courtly  casuistry,  that  no  mistress  could  be 
liable  to  fewer  objections,  than  one  who  professed  herself  an 
enemy  to  all  unnecessary  expense,  and  who  never  interfered  in  the 
management  of  public  business,  The  cardinal's  conscience  was 
however  soon  exposed  to  a  severer  trial.  Mademoiselle  de  Nesle,  in 
the  solitude^of  a  convent,  had  formed  a  plan  for  supplanting  her 
3ister,  and  Lewis  now  proved  to  the  world,  by  his  profligate  disre- 
gfird  ifor  public  opinion,  that  he  was  qo  longer  the  dupe  of  a  su- 
pierannuated  priest,  whom  Richelieu  had  taught  him  to  despise. 
Something  was  yet  wanting  to  complete  the  crime  of  double  adul- 
tery, and  the  new  mistress  was  therefore  married  to  the  Marquis  de 
Vintimille,  nephew  to  the  archbishop  of  Paris ! 

The  accession  of  Frederick  the  Great  to  the  throne  of  Prussia 
was  the  prelude  to  a  general  war,  in  which  Fleury  was  again  com- 
pelled to  engage.  Under  the  guidance  of  a  man  of  v^orous  mind, 
the  issue  of  the  contest  might  have  been  different ;  but  the  cardi- 
nal's indecision,  his  natural  frugality,  and  perhaps  a  feeling  of  re- 
sentment which  he  was  unable  to  conquer,  occasioned  delays  in  the 
execution  of  measures  which  required  the  utmost  dispatch.  The 
disasters  which  arose  from  this  mistaken  policy  were  of  the  most 
serious  kind.  ^  On  n'entendait  plus  parler  que  de  retr^te.  Les 
g^n^aux  Frangais  semblaient  avoir  horreur  des  combats.' — ii.  258. 
*  Cent  mille  soldats  avaient  p^ri,  et  le  fer  n'en  avait  pas.d^truit  plus 
de  vingt  mille.  Les  g6n6raux  et  les  ministres  avaient  rivalis^  de 
fautes.  Toutes  les  ^pairgnes  du  tr6sor  avaient  disparu.  U  fallak 
crier  des  armies  nouvelles,  iquipper  des  flottes.  .  Les  Anglai9, 
mattres  de  la  mer,  mena^aient  nos  colonies,  et  celles  de  I'Espagne, 
et  faisaient  la  loi  dans  la  Miditerranie !'  267.  Such  was  the  de- 
gradation of  France  when  Fleury  terminated  his  earthly  career,  after 
having  exhibited  to  the  world  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  decrepi- 
tude enslaved  by  ambition. 

The  disposal  of  places,  and  the  direction  of  public  affairs  were 
BOW  pku:edin  the  hands  of  th^  Duchess  of  Chateauroux,  who  en^ 
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deavoured  to  animate  the  courage  of  the  troops  by  carrying  her 
lover  to  the  army.  There  are  two  circumstances  attending  thi» 
iourney  M^ich  merit  attention^  because  one  strongly  marks  the  vo* 
latile  character  of  the  French,  and  the  other  demonstrates  their  ser'^ 
▼ility.  When  the  favourite  announced  her  intention  of  attending 
j&e  king,  three  princesses  of  the  blood  soUcited  the  honour  of  ao* 
GonqNinying  her.  The  fatigues  of  travelling  at^  the  hottest  season 
of  the  year,  added  to  intemperance,  brought  on  a  fever,  whicb 
threatened  the  life  of  Lewis,  and  procured  for  him  the  appellation- 
of  bien-^min  Never  was  title  more  shamefully  prostituted ! — 
*  Qu^aijt  dtme  fait  pour  Aire  enmi  aimif  was  a  very  natural  inquiry 
for  Lewis  to  make  when  he  heard  that  his  subjects  were  plunged 
into  the  d^pest  dis^ss,  and  appeared  to  consider  his  loss  2»  the 
severest  of  national  calamities. 

The  death  of  Madame  de  Chateaurouit  made  way  for  the  eleva-^ 
tion  of  a  butcher's  daughter,  who  governed  France  and  its  monm'ch 
for  several  years  with  despotic  authority.  Till  then  the  disgraceful 
cHstinction  of  favourite  had  been  reserved  for  illustrious  birth ;  bu€^ 
no  sooner  had  the  vain  and  beautiful  Po^sson  married  Lenormand 
S^Etioles,  a  rich  financier,  than  she  formed  a  scheme  for  the 
sabjugation  of  Lewis.  Though  precluded  by  her  situation  from* 
aq»pear-in|g  at  court,  ^e  never  omitted  an  opportunity  of  throwing^ 
herself  in  the  way  of  the  amorous  monarch,  whose  attention  was* 
attracted  by  the  brilliancy  of  her  equipage,  the  elegance  of  hef 
dress,  but  still  more  by  her  personal  charmsv 

The  reign  of  Madame  de  Pompadour  commenced  under  auspices' 
more  flattermg  to  national  vanity  than  France  had  experienced^ 
for  many  years.  Under  the  command  of  two  illustrious  foreigners^ 
Marshal  Saxe  and  C!ount  Lowendahl,  ^  army  had  in  some  degree-' 
lecovered  its  reputation,  long  sullied  by  die  timidity  of  Fleury,  and 
the  presumptuous  vanity  of  Beliisle. ,  Amid  rejoicings  and  festivals 
llie  people  forgot  that  the  borthens  they  endur^  were  not  likely  to» 
be  dinumshed  by  the  prodigality  of  the  court;  and  giving  way  tot 
that  propensity  for  pleasure,  which  no  misfortunes  can  damp^  no  in- 
dulgences cloy,  they  beheld  their  sovereign's  vices  with  a  lenient 
eye,  because,  though  they  exhausted  the  strength  of  the  country,^ 
Aey  gave  life  and  animation  to  die  capital.  But  the-  tiiumphs  o# 
Fratice  seemed  exckisiveiy  attached  to  the  operations  of  Saxe  and 
Liowendahl.  After  Italy  had  been  lost  by  the  incapacity  of  Mail- 
lebois,  the  Austrians  ravaged  Provence  and  Dauphm6,  and  reduced 
Lewis  to  the  necessity  of  suing  for  peace  upon  terms  which  betray-i 
ed  his  exhausted  resources.  It  woiild  have  been  inconsistent  witb 
the  prudence  of  the  English  ministers  to  treat  till  the  navy  of  France 
was  so  completely  crif^led  as  to  be  no  loogep  us^  obstole  to  our 
commercial  prosperity.    Peaoe,'h6w€iver,  vt%»  &ially^  ocAiehided  tA 
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Aix-Ia-Chape}le,in  1748 ;  by  the  articles  of  which  it  clearly  appeared 
that  France  was  rapidly  declining  from  that  elevated  station  to 
which  she  had  been  raised  by  the  genius  of  Richelieu^  aiid  the  .victo- 
ries, of  Turenne  and  Conde. 

The  ^ird  volume  opens  with  a  review  of  literature  and  philoso^ 
phy ;  but  as  the  subject  is  only  partially  discussed,  we  shall  post- 
pone our  observations  for  the  present.  So  entirely  was  Lewis  se- 
cluded from  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  that  they  might  have  forgotten 
bis  existence  had  they  not  been  frequently  reniinded  of  it  by  fiscal 
exactions,  or  the  infaqious  publicity  of  his  amours.  .In  the  hands 
of  a  vain  and  volatile  woman,  the.  government  gradually  lost  all 
energy  at  home,  all  consideration  abroad.  No  less  inconstant  in  her 
tastes  than  in  her  affections,  Madame'  de  Pompadour  eagerly  lis- 
tened to  every  project  which  had  the  charm  of  novelty  to  recom-^ 
mend  it>  declaring  herself  the  patroness  of  every  speculator  who 
aspired  to  celebrity  by  the  chimeras  of  a  brilliant  imagination. 
Hence  the  whole  tribe  of  needy  adventurers  became  her  zealous 
partisans,  and  obtained  a  share  in  the  plunder  of  the  state  which  was 
at  her  disposal. 

.  It  is  about  this  time  that  we  first  find„  any  allusion  to.  those  ru-> 
inous  instruments  of  prodigality  called  acquits  du  comptant,  a 
species  of  order  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  signed  by  the  king,  with-  ' 
out  specifying  the  service  to  which  they  were  appropriated.  With 
an  indolent  monarch,  and  an  extravagant  mistress,  it  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive to  what  a  dangerous  extent  this  abuse  must  have  been  carried  ; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  any  resources  could  have  long  re- 
sisted so  destructive  a  system.  Amid  these  humiliating  scenes  of 
profligacy  and  corruption,  it  is  consoling  to  discover  the  slightest 
symptom  of  honour  or  honesty.  Lenormand  D'Etioles,  too  proiid 
to  accept  the  wages  of  infamy,  persisted  in  rejecting  all  the  titles 
and  employments  with  which  Lewis  would  have  consoled  him  for 
the  loss  of  his  wife;  and  this  upright  financier  died  at  a  very  advanced 

'   age  without  augmenting  his  fortune  or  degrading  his  character* 
.   In. proportion  as  the  favourite  was  courted  and  flattered,   tfie 
queen  and  her  children  were  neglected*  .The  dauphin,  though  en- 
dovtred  with  many  brilliant  qualities,  lost  all  vivacity  and  inclinatioR 
for  business  when  he  discovered  that  his  virtues  served  only  to  awar* 

,     ken  suspicion  and  hatred  in  the  breast  of  a  dissolute  parent. 

*  II  t^moignait  un  m^pris  froid  k  Madame  de  Pompadour,  qui  le  pei- 
gnait  au  roi  comme  un  prince  ambitieux,  qui  se  faisait  un  parti  dans 
r^tat,  en  s'appuyant  des  Jesuites,  et  du  clerg6;  qui  achetait  par  des 
aum6nes  abondantes  la  faveur  du  multitude;  qui  se  vouait  avec  une 
extreme  ardeur  aux  etudes  de  rhomme  d'etat,  dans  un  impatient  desir 
d'exercer  le  pouvQJr  j.  enfin  qui  metiait  de  rostehtation  dans  la  xegula- 
-jit^  de  ses  mc^urs  pp\ir  condamner  la  condqite  de  son  p^re.'— iii.  l6u 
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* '  How  degracfed  must  that  heart  have  been  which  could  derive  any 
thing  but  delight  from  such  a  picture! 

•  Converted  from  an  object  of  affection  into  one  of  universal 
contempt,  Louis  le  bien-aime  beheld  his  people  with  terror.  He 
shunned  Paris  with  no  less  solicitude  than  if  it  had  been  infected  by 
a  pestilential  diseaise ;  and  even  caused  a  road  to  be  made  from  Ver- 
sailles to  Compiegne,  by  which  he  avoided  the  capital,  Meau- 
while  the  flame  that  was  kindling  for-  the  destruction  of  the  royal 
authority  was  fomented  and  increased  by  ecclesiastical  disputes. 
We  have  no  room  at  present  to  discuss  this  important  subject,  but 
must  content  ourselves  with  remarking  that  the  violence  and  ani- 
mosity of  the  contending  parties  contributed  still  more  to  diminish 
the  veneration  with  which  the  ministers '  of  the  Grospel  had  been 
treated,  before  the  sanctity  of  the  mitre  had  been  irretrievably 
stained  by  the  touch  of  Dubois.  It  is  delightful  to  trace,  amid 
these  virulent  squabbles  for  worldly  pre-emhience,  for  such  in  rea- 
lity they  were,  moderation  and  wisdom,  where  we  should  have  little 
expected  to  find  them.  A  pontifFless  prudent  than  Benedict  XIV. 
might  easily  have  excited  a  religious  war  in  France,  but  to  his  eter- 
nal renown  he  declared  himself  the  advocate  of  toleration,  and  in 
the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  preached  peace  and  humility  to  man- 
kind. Though  sincerely  attached  to  the  religion  of  which  he  was 
chief,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  all  measures  of  violence 
were  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  an  enlightened  age.  It  was  not 
therefore  by  the  axe  or  the  faggot  that  he  attempted  to  bring  back 
the  wandering  flock  within  the  pale  of  the  church,  but  by  soothing 
their  prejudices,  convincing  their  understandings,  and  co^iciliating 
their  esteem.  With  a  sentiment  of  pity  he  contemplated  the  folly 
of  Lewis,  and  often  expressed  his  admiration  at  the  solidity  of  a 
government   which  was  able  to  resist  such  repeated   concussions. 

*  That  must  be  a  well  contrived  machine,'  he  would  sarcastically 
iremark,  *  which  goes  without  any  assistance.' 

No  war  .was  ever  undertaken  upon  more  frivolous  pretences,  nor 
conducted  with>less  ability,  than  that  in  which  France  assisted  Aus- 
tria in  her  endeavours  to  crush  the  King  of  Prussia.  With  the  sin- 
gle exception  of  the  campaign  of  1757,  which  led  to  the  momentary 
occupation  of  Hanover,  the  '  seven  years'  war'  was  distinguished  by 
a  series  of  disasters,  no  less  ruinous  to  the  resources  of  the  nation 
than  subversive  of  its  military  character.  General  succeeded  gene- 
ral, but  the  change  of  commanders  was  not  attended  with  any  change 
of  fortune ;  and  the  battle  of  Rosbach,  in  which  a  handful  of  Prus- 
sians defeated  an  army  of  fifty-five  thousand .  French,  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  extinction  of  military  renown  in  a  nation,  which 
once  boasted  of  a  Cond6,  a  Turenne,  and  a  Catinat.  '  On  sentit 
^ue  la  discipline  ^tait  rompue,  et  qu'iine  infaiiterie  si  brillante  sous 
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Je  Mar^chal  de  Saxe,  itait  devcnue  la  ris^  de  FEwrope.  Le»  g6- 
n6rau«  accusaient  I'i^rm^e ;  rarm^e  les  accusait  dson  tour.' — Peacd 
alone  could  have  afforded  a  remedy ;  but  peace  was  not  to  be  men- 
tionedy  because  a  volatile  woman  affected  the  firmness  of  a  Roman 
matron  in  the  luxurious  retirement  of  a  bnudoir.  In  this  ferment 
of  heroism,  she  would  have  preferred  reducing  the  peasant  to  feed 
with  his  cattle  rather  than  endure  the  contempt  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  and  the  insults  of  the  Parisians,  bj  whom  she  was  treated 
with  merited  severity  ip  satirical  sonnets  and  epigrams. 

Unwilling  to  attribute  the  failure  of  every  enterprise  to  its  real 
eause,  die  incapacity  of  coxcombs  metamorphosed  into  generals^ 
the  favourite  exiled  the  Cardinal  de  Bernis,  and  selected  for  his 
successor  the  Count  de  Stamville,  created  Duke  de  Choiseul.  Af- 
ter a  succession  of  ministers  of  moderate  abilities,  and  irresohite 
tempers,  the  nation  hailed  with  enthusiasm  the  elevation  of  a  inair 
of  energetic  and  enterprising  genius.  But  neither  talents  nor  ener- 
gy were  able  to  struggle  against  the  radical  defects  of  die  general 
system.  The  coasts  of  France  were  insulted,  her  c<4onie8  taken^ 
her  squadrons  destroyed.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  an 
Englishman  to  record  the  splendid  successes  of  Boscawen  and 
Hawke,>^at  that  time  the  wonder  of  mankind ;  but  wbicb  appeav 
less  astoni^ing  to  the  present  generation  whkh  has  witnessed  the 
achievements  of  Nelson. 

A  minister,  who  aspired  to  the  reputation  of  a  phSosopher,  wa« 
eager  to  deserve  the  approbation  of  a  sect  which  afiected  to  const* 
der  his  accession  to  power  ^s  the  presage  of  returning  prosperity^ 
According  to  the  fashionable  doctrine,  whoever  assumed  a  monas* 
tic  habit,  was  either  a  fool  or  a  hypocrite :  and  every  religious  fra« 
termty  was  l^ld  up  to  public  derision  as  wallowing  in  vohiptuouSM 
ness,  and  devouring  the  choicest  fruits  of  the  earth  without  ever 
contributing  to  their  increase.  Though  all  conventual  communities 
were  become  objects  of  ridicule  to  the  philosophers,  none  was  half 
so  obnoxious  as  the  Jesuits,  whom  diey  justly  regarded  as  dieir 
most  formidably  opponents^  Could  they  succeed  ill:  suppressing  » 
fraternity  whose  influence  extended  from  the  cottage  to  the  throne, 
they  flattered  themselves  that  the  church  might  be  easily  shaken; 
Almosteverycrimeof  superior  magnitude,  either  real  or  imaginary, 
was  accordingly  imputed  to  tliem.  All  the  odious  prineiples  of 
intolerance  and  casuistry,  which  were  represented  by  the  enemies  of 
that  powerful  community  as  the  basis  of  its  political  code,  were 
blazoned  to  the  world  with  calumnious  industiy  in  coiours  best  cal^ 
culated  to  excite  indignation.  In  a  word,  no  accusationa  were  too 
atrocious  for  slander  to  disseminate;  nor  too  improbable  for  credu- 
lity to  believe. 

The  imbeci^  and  indecision  of  the  French  goirempent  b«for^ 

Choiseul 
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Cboiseul  was  called  to  the  helniy  had  left  the  followers  of  St.  Ig« 
natius  to  contend  unaided  agauist  the  prejudices  of  the  philoso-r 
phers,  and  the  power  of  the  parliaments.  Even  the  attacbinent  of 
Lewis,  who  in  spite  of  his  vices  was  naturally  inclined  toward  that 
species  of  devotion  which  arises  from  timidity,  had  been  graduaUj 
estranged  from  the  order.  Ever  since  his  illness  at  Metz,  be  bad 
been  made .  to  believe,  that  a  clandestine  confederacy  had  beea 
formed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Jesuits,  for  the  purpose  of  un- 
dermining the  loyalty  of  his  subjects,  by  invidiously  contrasting  bit 
loose  pleasures  with  the  temperance  and  piety  of  the  Dauphki.  He 
therefore  detested  them  as  the  censurers  of  his  conduct,  and  feared 
them  as  the  advisers  of  his  son.  On  the  other  hand,  he  beheld  them 
with  more  favourable  sentiments,  as  the  strenuous  suppcurters  of 
royal  authority,  and  ttie  decided  opponents  of  those  magistrates,  by 
whom  he  had  been  so  often  braved  and  insulted^  Alternately 
influenced  by  these  contradictory  feelings,  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  he  should  have  ever  consented  to  dieir  destruction;  but  when 
jointly  assailed  by  a  mistress  and  a  minister,  his  indolence  yielded, 
though  his  reason  was  still  unconvinced. 

The  weakness  of  Lewis,  in  sacrificing  principle  to  repose, — ^if 
such  a  man  could  be  said  to  have  any  principle, — was  entirely  con- 
sistent with  his  character;  but  it  is  more  di&cult  to  account  for  the 
infatuation  of  the  Pope,  in  depriving  the  church  of  its  firmest  sup* 
port.  It  is  not  widi  the  mere  feelings  of  Protestants  that  this  im- 
portant question  can  be  fairly  discussed ;  in  order  to  view  it  in  its 
proper  light,  we  ought  to  divest  ourselves  of  all  religious  bias,  and 
consider  it  only  upon  the  broad  basis  of  policy,  as  it  affected  the 
stability  of  the  papal  see,  and  the  splendour  of  the  Catliolic  commu- 
nion. Ganganelli  could  not  have  been  ignorant  that,  when  he  signed 
the  bull  for  the  suppression  of  the  Jesuits,  he  gave  a  fatal  blow  to 
that  tremendous  power,  which  once  shook  the  foundations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  rendered  its  sovereigns  the  vassals  of  Rome.  After  die 
abolition  of  that  order,  the  apostles  of  infidelity  had  no  worthy  an- 
tagonists to  contend  with ;  because  by  proclaiming  themselves  the 
enemies  of  every  abuse,  either  in  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
distribution  of  favours,  or  the  management  of  the  finances,  they 
contrived  to  propitiate  the  friends  of  improvement  and  reform. — 
We  may  safely  infer  that  much  of  the  mischief  produced  by  those 
licentious  publications,  which  attacked  the  throne  and  the  altar, 
might  have  been  avoided,  had  the  influence  of  the  Jesuits  |emaiifed 
unimpaired.  No  wonder  then  that  their  destruction  was  celebrated 
by  the  Encyclopedists  as  the  triumph  of  reason  and  philosophy. 

Lewis,  who  occasionally  displayed  an  acuteness  of  intellect, 
which  rendered  his  dissoluteness  still  more  unpardonable,  was  fully 
sensible  of  the  error  which  he  had  been  induced  to  commit.  *  Ja- 
mais/ 
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mais/  says  our  author^  '  il  ne  pariait  sans  humeur^  oil  sans  un 
dedain  affect^  des  philosophes,  des  encjlop^distes,  et  surtout  de 
Voltaire.  Ces  kommes,  disait  il,  perdront  ia  monarchie;  et  puis  il 
<emblait  se  consoler. en  pensant  qu'apr^  tout,  il  n'etait  point  le 
monarque  menac6/*  Indeed,  no  great  penetration  was  required  to 
discover  that  a  crisis  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the  government 
would  be  shaken  to  its  foundations.  The  weakness  of  the  king, 
the  prodigality  of  his  mistress,  the  venality  of  the  nobles,  and  the 
levity  of  the  minister,  who  appears  to  have  been  endowed  with  every 
brilliant  quality,  and  to  have  been  destitute  of  almost  every  usefid 
one ;  all  seamed  to  forward  the  wishes  of  the  reformers  by  proving 
the  necessity  of  a  reform.  The  elevation  of  Dubois  had  d^raded 
religion;  the  profligacy  of  Lewis  XV.  had  debased  the  royal  au- 
thority ;  and  the  condemnation  of  Galas,  La  Barre,  and  Lally,  the 
two  former  of  whom  were  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  superstition, 
rendered  the  tribunals  of  justice  contemptible,  and  led  men  to  ex- 
amine with  scrutinisingjealousy  every  question  connected  with  cri- 
minal law,  or  civil  jurisprudence.  In  a  government  reposing  upon 
ancient  abuses,  investigation  was  equivalent  to  censure.  No  sooner 
was  the  sanctuary  of  justice  laid  open,  thanti  scene  of  corruption  was 
disclosed,  which  no  precedent  could  justify,  no  eloquence  palliate. 
This  discovery  afforded  a  fair  opportunity  for  all,  who  were  hostile 
to  the  existing  order  of  things,  to  decry  the  constitution,  by  con- 
trasting the  rigour  of  the  criminal  code  with  the  judiciary  proceed- 
ings in  this  country,  and  suggesting  the  necessity  of  similar  institu- 
tions as  the  only  remedy  for  the  grievances  of  which  they  com- 
plained. , 

By  a  singular  coincidence  the  imperial  thrones  of  Russia  and 
Germany  were  simultaneously  occupied  by  females,  both  of  whom 
were  conspicuous  characters,  though  distinguished  by  very  oppo- 
site qualities.  All  the  virtues  most  captivating  in  domestic  life 
united  in  Maria  Theresa.  A  faithful  wife,  an  affectionate  mother, 
and  a  generous  mistress,  she  could  assume,  when  firmness  was  re- 
quired, all  the  calmness  and  courage  of  a  heroine.  Catherine,  on 
die  contrary,  aspired  to  the  glory  of  becoming  the  Semiramis  of 
modern  times,  and  by  means  similar  to  those  which  Semiramis  i» 
said  to  have  employed.  Anxious  of  obtaining  the  suffrage  of 
d'Alembert  and  Voltaire,  she  wrote,  legislated,  and  conquered. 
But  whether  she  peopled  the  Crimea,  or  depopulated  Poland; 
dethroned  her  husband,  or  crowned  her  lover,  she  was  equally  the 


•  This  account  corresponds  with  what  wc  have  frequently  heard  from  a  person,  who 
filled  a  distinguiiihed  situation  during  this  and  the  subsequent  reign,  that  he  had  seve- 
ral letters  from  Lewis  XV.  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  approaching  fall  of  the  monarchj 
is  of  a  probable  event«.  though  not  likely  to  happen  in  his  tiim* 
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slave  of  vanity  and  ambition.  While  professing  philanthropy  and 
universal  toleration,  she  issued  orders  for  inundating  the  Ukraine 
with  blood,  and  for  extirpating  all,  without  distinction  of  age  or 
sex,  who  followed  any  religion  except  that  of  the  Gteek  church. 
Such  is  the  consistency  of  French  philosophy ! 

The  Duke  of  Choiseul^  who,  like  the  Empress  of  Russia,  aspired 
to  celebrity  by  some  striking  effort  of  political  genius,,  and  when 
captivated  by  the  brilliancy  of  an  enterprise,  seldom  allowed  him- 
self leisure  to  calculate  the  probability  of  its  success,  had  watched 
the  aspiring  spirit  of  Catherine  with  unremitting  assiduity.  De- 
sirous of  checking  her  ambitious  career,  he  attempted  to  awaken 
the  jealousy  of  Austria,  and  to  stimulate  the  indolence  of  Turkey. 
From  some  memorials  drawn  up  by  his  orders,  and  made  public  at 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  it  appears  that  in  return  for  the  as- 
sistance afforded  the  Sultan,  he  flattered  himself  with  obtaining  the 
cession  of  Egypt,  oveh  which  the  Turkish  government  possessed 
little  more  than  a  nominal  sovereignty,  but  which,  in  the  hands  of 
an  enlightened  administration,  might  become  a  most  valuable  co- 
lony. It  is  generally  supposed  that  these  documents  suggested  to 
Buonaparte  the  idea  of  subjugating  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Cleo- 
patra. 

The  sanguine  temper  of  Choiseul,  overlooking  all  the  obstacles 
which  stood  in  his  way,  anticipated  the  glory  of  delivering  the  Ame- 
ricans from  the  English  yoke,  and  protecting  the  Poles  against  the 
despotism  of  Russia.  A  minister  lessimprudent  might  have  been 
deterred  from  engaging  in  such  gigantic  projects,  by  the  penury  of 
the  public  treasury ;  but  he  relied  upon  meeting  with  the  most  cor- 
dial support  from  the  gratitude  of  a  Parliament,  whose  cause  he  had 
advocated  vnth  a  vehemence  approaching  to  indiscretion.  But 
while  he  was  actively  preparing  to  humble  the  enemies  of  France, 
he  was  stripped  of  his  authority  by  a  sudden  revolution  in  the  royal 
seraglio,  which  tended  to  degrade  the  character  of  Lewis  more  than 
any  of  his  former  enormities ;  and  to  cover  with  shame  a  once 
haughty  aristocracy,  "which  with  all  its  pretensions  to  dignity  and 
honour,  condescended  to  supplicate  for  places  and  pensions  at  the 
feet  of  a  notorious  prostitute. 

llie  suppression  of  the  Jesuits  had  exposed  the  Duke  to  the  de- 
testation of  their  numerous  partisans,  who  were  prepared  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  oppk)rtunity  to  discredit  bis  measures;  and  who 
publicly  designated  the  Duke  of  Aiguillon  as  the  only  person  ca- 
pable of  defending  the  royal  authority  against  the  attacks  of  the 
parliaments,  and  the  philosophers.  These  insinuations,  however, 
would  probably  have  been  attended  with  no  important  conse- 
quences, had  they  not  been  supported  by  charms  more  persuasive 
tbgn  thpse  of  eloquence. 

Mademoisellie 
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Mademoiselle  de  Laage^  after  haviiq^  publicly  followed  the  pro* 
fession  of  a  prostitute  at  Paris,  had  connected  heraelf  with  the 
Vicomte  Dubarri,  a  man  of  low  education,  and  profligate  mann^^ 
who  supported  himself  by  keeping  a  gaming-house.  Being  ac- 
qua'mted  with  the  person  employed  by  the  king  in  promling  fresb 
beauties  for  hb  seraglio,  Dubarri  spoke  in  such  raptures  of  his 
mistress's  charms,  that  he  prevailed  upon  his  friend  to  introduced 
her  to  JLiewis.  His  brother  was  base  enough  to  accept  her  for  a 
wife';  and  she  was  presented  at  court  as  Countess  Dubarri.  Ac* 
customed  as  they  were  to  the  open  violation  of  every  moral  duty^ 
the  Parisians  were  unable  to  contemplate  without  shame  and  indig-^ 
nation  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  a  common  courtizan  dispensing 
the  favours  of  the  crown.  Tliere  are  gradations  in  vice,  and  the 
king  had  successively  passed  through  the  various  degrees,  till  he  had 
discarded  every  feeling  which  ought  to  have  been  sacred  in  his  eyes^ 
as  a  parent,  a  sovereign,  and  a  christian. 

The  pride  of  the  minister  disdaining  to  acknowledge  the  ascen* 
dancy  of  a  woman  whom  he  justly  despised,  he  became  the  victim 
of  her  caprice.  It,  however,  required  some  little  dexterity  to  pre* 
vail  upon  the  king  to  dismiss  a  servant  who  had  acquired  consider- 
able influence  over  him  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  conversation,  the 
clearness  of  his  statements,  and  the  ingenuity  vrith  which  he  intro- 
duced amusing  anecdotes  amid  the  most  serious  discussions.  But 
the  perseverance  of  the  favourite  proved  ultimately  triumphant,  iind 
an  administration  was  formed,  consisting  of  the  Due  d'Aiguillon,  the 
Chancellor  Maupeou,  and  the  Abb6  Terrai,  who  had  been  recently 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  finances.  The  latter,  who  was  the  ablest 
of  this  dangerous  triumvirate,  possessed  a  strong  understanding  and 
a  resolute  mind,  which  was  capable  of  undertaking  the  most  de* 
sperate  actions,  when  stimulated  by  interest  or  ambition.  Maupeou, 
who  owed  his  preferment  to  the  influence  of  Choiseul,  was  the  first 
to  abandon  his  patron.  Insolent  to  all  whom  he  thought  his  infe- 
riors, but  meanly  servile  to  those  whom  he  feared,  no  man  was 
ever  better  calculated  to  further  the  cause  of  despotism,  or  to  ren* 
der  authority  odious.  The  reputation  of  d'Aiguillon  had  been  re^ 
cently  tarnished  by  a  sentence  of  the  parliament  of  Rennes,  but 
from  a  court  like  that  of  Lewis  XV.  no  dbgrace  was  regarded  as 
an  exclusion. 

Under  pretext  of  restoring  to  the  crown  its  ancient  prerogatives, 
the  trio  conceived  a  regular  plan  for  overturning  the  constitution, 
and/ depriving  the  people  of  those  scanty  privil^es  which  even  the 
despotism  of  Richelieu  had  respected.  For^b  purpose  all  the 
parliaments  were  successively  suppressed^  and  new  tribunals  created^ 
the  menfibers  of  which,  though  little  versed  in  forepsic  affairs,  were, 
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masters  of  a  science  which  the  Chancellor  regarded  as  far  more 
important — the  science  of  servility  and  adulation.  , 

The  death  of  the  king,  who  fell  a  victim  to  his  licentious  amours, 
was  hailed  as  a  national  blessing,  and  closed  the  disgraceful  scene* 
The  jealous  temper  of  Lewis  had  rendered  his  successor  as  much 
a  stranger  to  every  branch  of  the  administration^  as  if  the  science  of 
government  had  been  innate,  or  descended  to  the  next  heir  with  the 
regalia.  JMadame  Dubarri,  being  satisfied  that  she  had  nothing  to 
hope  from  a  prince  equally  attached  to  his  amiable  consort  by  prio* 
ciple  and  affection,  had  attempted  to  render  the  Dauphin  ridicu- 
lous in  the  eyes  of  his  grandfather,  by  attributing  to  a  weak  consti- 
tution diose  virtues  which  proceeded  from  the  purity  of  a  heart  alive 
to  the  finest  feelings  of  humanity,  and  zealously  devoted  to  every 
moral  duty. 

ITie  exterior  of  the  Dauphin  had  little  to  captivate  acitniration^ 
but  his  breast  was  the  seat  of  piety  and  be^ievolence.  His  timidity 
was  often  mistaken  for  suspicion,  or  studiously  misrepresented  aA 
such.  Better  fitted  for  the  calm  enjoyment  of  domestic  retire- 
ment tbsm  for  the  pomp  and  bustle  of  a  court,  he  always  shewed  a 
coDt^itipt  for  flattery,  which  afforded  a  pretext  for  the  friends  of 
^  favourite  to  grow  daily  more  remiss  in  their  attentions  to  him. 
Though  naturally  fond  of  literary  pursuits,  his  studies  for  the  most 
part  bad  been  directed  to  objects  not  particularly  connected  with 
the  policy  of  states,  or  the  occupations  of  sovereigns ;  and  he  had 
been  taught  to  examine  them  in  their  minutest  details,  rather  than 
to  view  them  as  he  ought,  upon  a  comprehensive  scale,  as .  they 
tended  to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind,  by  improving  their 
knorab,  correcting  their  errors,  or  encouraging  their  industry.  He 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  widi  the  date  of  most  memorable  events, 
and  the  geographical  position  of  every  river  and  mountain,  but  had 
scarcely  ever  attended  to  the  momentous  lessons  which  history 
affords,  as  a  science  instructing  the  existing  generation,  by  the  crimes 
and  follies  of  their  progenitors.  Sincerely  addicted  to  the  sacred 
truths  of  religion,  he  had  imbibed. the  genuine  spirit  of  Christianity^ 
^hich  teaches  compassion  for  the  errors  of  others,  but  enjoins  seve- 
rity for  our  own.  From  his  cradle  he  had  been  instructed  to  behoI4 
with  suspicion  the  delusive >  theories  of  the  modern  philosophers, 
yet  he  was  ever  ready  to  adopt  their  boldest  projects,  when  they 
tended  to  alleviate  the  burthens  of  a  people,  whom  he  loved  with 
parental  affection. 

The  inexperience  of  the  young  monarch  required  a  guide,  and 
&one  capable  of  fulfilling  that  important  task  was  to  be  met  With 
among  the  members  oClhe  royal  family.  Undecided  in  whose  ad- 
vice to  confide,  Lewis  consulted  his  aunts,  who  were  good  women,, 
but  better  able  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  a  preacher  than  those  of 
...  a  minister. 
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a  minister.  By  their  recommendation^  he  {)Iaced  the  Count  of 
Maurepas  at  the  head  of  the  new  government;  a  nobleman  who 
had  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  during  the  reign  of  Lewi* 
XIV.  and  whoy  supposing  statesmen  like  wine,  to  improve  by 
keeping,  would  have  equalled  Nestor  in  political  prudence.  But 
unfortunately,  neither  years  nor  experience  had  taught  him  discre- 
tion, so  that  at  the  age  of  eighty,  he  presented  to  the  world  i\ie  ri-c 
diculous  spectacle  of  caducity  affecting  the  frivolity  of  youth,  and 
employed  that  time  in  penning  a  sonnet  which  would  have  been 
more  properly  devoted  to  correcting  a  dispatch,  or  preparing  an 
armament.  But  though  the  king  was  unfortunate  in  the  selection 
of  his  principal  minister  he  was  more  successful  in  the^choice  of  his 
coadjutors.  The  appointment  of  Turgot  and  Malesherbes  was 
hailed  as  the  prelude  to  a  rational  reform,  and  had  not  these  en- 
lightened statesmen  been  secretly  counteracted  by  the  jealousy  of 
Maurepas,  and  the  avidity  of  the  courtiers,  it  is  probable  that  every 
abuse  would  have  gradually  disappeared  without  exposing  the  king- 
dom to  those  dreadful  convulsions  in  which  order  and  property; 
religion  and  morality  were  ingulfed. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  decide,  whether  the  cry  of  the  philoso- 
phers in  favour  of  Turgot  proceeded  from  their  anxiety  to  place 
an  honest  and  able  minister  at  the  head  of  the  finances ;  or  merely ' 
from  the  wish  of  entangling  their  inexperienced  sovereign  in  the 
mazes  of  reform,  that,  when  he  had  once  pledged  himself  to  the 
country,  he  might  never  be  able  to  extricate  himself  from  the  laby- 
rinth. Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  Bailly,  d'Alembert,  aiyi  Con- 
dorcet,  with  all  their  partisans,  represented  tlie  intendnnt  de  Limo* 
geSy  as  the  only  person  qualified  to  support  the  tottering  credit  of 
the  nation.  From  his  undisguised  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
the  political  economists,  they  were  satisfied  that  he  w«s  a  friend  to 
innov^ion ;  and  to  innovate,  with  persons  of  a  certain  description; 
is  the  strongest  of  all  recommendations.  Many  of  Turgot's  plans 
were  inspired  by  wisdom,  and  sanctioned  by  justice.  The  equal 
distribution  of  territorial  imposts,  though  obstinately  opposed  by 
the  privileged  orders,  was  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity; 
•ince  nothing  can  be  more  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  reason, 
than  that  those,  who  are  best  able  tarcoatribute  to  the  burthens  of 
the  state,  should  alone  be  exempted  from  bearing  them.  Others, 
perhaps,  were  too  visionary  for  political  practice,  and  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  shaking  the  throne  to  its  founda- 
tions. ^  • 

A  minister  educated  by  Lewis  XIV.  could  not  be  well-inclined  ^ 
to  any  change  which  tended  to  diminish  the"*mfluence  of  the  crown; 
or  to   curtail  the  prtvileges  of  the   nobility :    but  the  vanity  of 
Maurepas  got  the  better  pf  his  caution^  and  from  the  fear  of  of- 
fending 
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fending  a  powerful  party,  whose  suffrage,  as  an  author,  he  wai 
anxious  to  secure,  he  improvidently  resolved,  ndiile  he  secretly  pro- 
tected the  prerogatives  most  essential  to  royalty,  to  concede  some- 
thing to  the  demands  of  philosophy.  Acting  upon  this  dangerous 
principle — and  in  certain  situations  a  temporising  policy  is  the  most 
destructive  of  any-^he  determined  to  restore  the  parliaments,  but 
at  the  same  time  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  all  their  proceedings. 
Hiis  unfortunate  resolution  betrayed  a  vacillating  mind,  which 
led  men  to  cherish  the  most  extravagant  expectations,  and  to  think 
no  concessions  too  great  to  be  extorted  by  firmness  and  perseve* 
ranee.  ^ 

'  Volci  quels  6taient  les  principaux  projets  qui  se  discutaient  dans 
le  public,  et  qu'on  es\)^rait  voir  se  r^aliser  bient6t.  La  liberie  illiraitee 
du  commerce,  amenee  graduellement ;  la  suppression  des  droits  les  plus 
on^reux  sur  les  consommations,  et  surtout  de  la  gabelle;  Tabolition  des 
corv^es ;  celle  des  usages  les  plus  tyranniques,  nes  de  la  feodalite ;  les 
deux-vingti^mes  et  les  tallies  convertis  ^n  un  imp6t  territorial  qui  as« 
sujetterait  la  noblesse  et  le  clerg6  aux  charges  communes ;  T^gale  re- 
partition de  rimp6t  ...  la  liberty  de  conscience,  le  rappel  des  protes- 
tans ;  la  suppression  de  la  pliipart  des  monast^res.  Le  rachat  des  rentes 
feodales;  Tabolition  de  la  torture;  un  code  criminel  moins  effrayant 
pour  les  accuses ;  un  seul  code  civil  subsfitue  aux  dispositions  incohe- 
rentes  du  droit  coutumier  m^l6  avec  le  droit  Romain ;  Tuniformite  des 
poids  et  des  mesures ;  la  suppression  de  toutes  les  entraves  apportees 
It  Tindustrie;  tout  ce  qui  rendait  les  provinces  Franpaises  6trang^re» 
Tune  k  Tautre,  et  quelquefois  ennenyes,  modifiS,  ou  ecart6;  des  admi- 
nistrations provinciales,  compos^es  des  grands  proprietaires,  combinant 
avec  ordre  les  inter^ts  municipaux,  substituant  Tutilit^  an  luxe  capri- 
cieux  des  monumens,  perpant  de  nouvelles  routes,  joignant  les  fleuves,  et 
les  mers,  par  de  nombreux  canaux ;  les  riches-  abbayes  tenues  en  re- 
serve, apr^s  lamort  des  titulaires ;  Faisance  des  cur6s  et  des  vicaines  as- 
suree;  les  pbilosophes  invit6s  ^fotirnir  au  gouvernement  le /ri6tf^  deleurs 
ebseroations  phUanthropiques  ;  la  pens6e  rendu^aussi  libre  que  Tindus* 
trie ;  un  nouveau*  syst^me  d'instruction  pubfique,  oil  tons  les  tiieuxpre- 
Jvgis  seraient  combattus ;  et  Tautorit^  civile  rendue  ind^pendante  da 
pouvoir  eccl^siastique/ — vol.  iv.  p.  369« 

Notwithstanding  almost  every  article  contained  in  this  catalogue 
of  national  grievances  required  the  serious  attention  of  government, 
and  many  of  them  denianded  immediate  correction,  yet  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  read  them  without  a  feeling  of  horror,  because  they 
citrry  the  imagination  to  that  diabolical  period,  when  they  served 
as  the  war-whoop  to  those  who  decorated  robbery,  assassination, 
and  atheism,  with  the  imposing  titles  of  patriotism,  philanthropy 
and  virtue.  '  m 

The  fifth  volume  commences  with  an  attempt  to  palliate  the 
atrocity  of  those  whose  folly  or  crimes   occasioned  the  ruin  of 
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France^  txy  endeavouring  to  prove  that  they  acted  from  mistaken 
motives,  and  not  from  intentional  depravity. 

'  La  haine/  says  our  author,  ^  ne  fut  jamais  plus  loin  des  coeurs  des 
fran^ais,  qu'au  moment  oil  ils  approchaient  d'une  revolution;  ils  n« 
combinaient  que  des  plans  pacifiques;  jamais  ils  n'avaient  ^t^  pluif 
ligu^  pour  vaincre  tous  les  maux  dont  la  nature  nous  impose  le  tribute 
et  ceux  qui  pen^trent  par  mille  voies  dans,  les  institutions  sociales.  Ils 
iuttaient  contre  la  n6cessit6  dans  Torgueilleux  espoir  d'en  renverser  les 
loix,  et  se  croyaient  appell^s  par  la  Providence  m^me  h,  desarmer 
toutes  ses  rigueurs.  D'6tonnantes  fureurs  allaient  se  declarer,  et  la 
pi^tfe  la  plus  active  remplissait  les  ames/ — v.  ii. 

All  this  is  extremely  plausible,  but  unfortunately  it  is  contra- 
dicted  by  facts.  It  would  be  the  extreme  of  injustice  to  accuse 
every  one  who  contributed  to  that  fatal  catastrophe.  Many,  who 
contended  most  warmly  for  the  correction  of  abuses,  were  impelled 
by  patriotic  ardour  and  considered  the  destruction  of  every  social 
institution  as  the  first  step  toward  a  s^utar^  reform.  Severely 
indeed  were  they  punished  for  their  folly,  in  supposing  that  a  Vain 
and  volatile  people  was  capable  of  rational  freedom ;  for  no  sooner 
had  they  sanctioned  the  plans  of  the  jacobins  by  the  splenSottr  of 
virtue  and  birth,  than  they  became  the  victims  of  their  culpable 
credulity. 

However  signal  the  prosperity  to  which  any  other  nation  had 
attained,  it  was  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  a  people, 
impelled  by  vanity  to  reject  die  lessons  of  experience,  and  to  regard 
imitation  as  degrading  to  the  genius  of  men,  whom  Providence  had 
commissioned  to  instruct  the  world  in  the  art  of  making  constitu-r 
tionsi,  The  Feuillans  fell,  and  made  way  for  a  desperate  banditti, 
who  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  their  sovereign,  and  who,  after  inhu- 
manly murdering  the  mildest  of  monarchs,  aspired  to  dethrone  the 
Almighty.  The  crimes  of  these  ruffians  so  far  exceed  the  bounds 
^f  human  depravity,  that  the  historian  who  undertakes  to  transmit 
them  to  the  execration  of  posterity,  will  probably  be  accused  of 
malevolence :  for  who,  not  a  contemporary  of  the  act,  will  ever  be 
brought  to  believe  that  a  maii,  once  professing  Chrislianity,  and  not 
actually  bereft  of  his  senses,  should  publicly  disclaim  the  existence 
of  a  God,  and  abolish  his  worship  with  atheistical  mockery  in  the 
very  place  where  he  had  been  so  often  addressed  with  fervent  de-^ 
YOtion  by  the  gratitude  of  Bossuet  and  Fenelon  i  Was  it  during 
the  performance  of  this  execrable  ceremony,  that  *  la  pi6t6Ja  plus 
active  remplissait  leurs  ames  ?'  Or  is  it  difficult  to  discover  *  les 
traces  d'un  crime'  in  the  hearts  of  those  monsters,  who  dragged  the 
virtuous  Elizabeth  to  a  scaffold  ? 

The  passages  just  extracted  may  possibly  have  been  a  necessary 
j^icrifice  to  the  times:  for  it  must  be  acknowledged  to  the  credit  of 
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M.  Lacretelle,  that  he  in  general  writes  with  a  degree  of  candour 
and  moderation,  little  calculated  to  obtain  the  suffrage  of  a  despot. 
In  a  future  edition^  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  these 
objectional  passages,  and  giving  way  to  his  natural  feelings,  which 
upon  the  whole  are  more  favourable  to  justice,  morality,  and  relL-, 
gion,  than  might  have  been  expected  from  a  Frenchman,  who  wote 
during  the  tyranny  of  Buonaparte. 

The  Duke  of  Choiseul,  as  we  have  already  observed,  first  formed 
the  project  of  encouraging  the  Americans  to  revolt,  but  it  was  not 
till  the  feeble  reign  of  Louis  XVI.,  when  every  imagination  was 
heated  by  the  seducing  chimera  of  universal  philanthropy,  that  they 
were  openly  assisted  by  the  government.  The  unfortunate  mo- 
narch, who  suffered  his  judgment  to  be  led  astray  by  the  prevailing 
enthusiasm,  was  cruelly  punished  for  his  imprudence  in  sending 
his  officers  to  study  the  science  of  disaffection  in  the  revolutionary 
schools  of  Philadelphia:  nor  did  better  fortune  attend  the  ill*, 
judged  liberality  with  which  he  taxed  the  resources  of  France  for 
supplies  to  enable  the  Congress  to  keep  their  armies  on  foot ;  since, 
^xclu^ve  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Americans,  who  deserted  him 
M'hile  living^  and  instituted  civic  feasts  in  joyful  commemoration  of 
his  murder,  these  supplies  bore  heavy  on  the  failing  reveniies  of 
•  France,  and  added  to  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  by  which  the 
nation  was  convulsed. 

Almost  all  descriptions  of  persons  had  been  successively  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  finances,  but  such  were  the  radical 
defects  of  the  system,  that  scarcely  any  advantage  had  accrued,  even 
from  the  enlightened  probity  of  Turgot.  What  then  remained  ?  A 
drowning  man  will  catch  at  a  straw ;  so  will  a  falling  government. 
A  banker  of  Geneva  had  told  the  world,  that  he  alone  wait  in 
possession  of  the  important  secret  by  which  England  was  enabled 
to  provide  resources  for  every  exigency ;  and  as  this  bold  assertion 
was  supported  by  the  eloquence  of  his  wife  and  the  talents  of  his 
cook,  people  began  to  repeat  in,  the  most  fashionable  circles,  that 
M.  Necker  was  the  prodigy  wanted.  D'Alembert  has  remarked 
with  some  degree  of  truth,  that  if  a  man  assures  the  world  he  is 
wiser  than  they,  one  half  will  believe  what  he  says  and  the  other  half 

frow  tired  of  contradicting  him.  Such  was  the  case  wiUi  M • 
fecker,  with  this  only  difference,  that  he  was  intimately  persuaded  * 
he  was  speaking  truth,  when  eulogising  his  own  wisdom  and  virtue. 
After  amassing  a  princely  fortune  by  commerce,  M.  Necker, 
with  the  tifle  of  envoy  from  the  republic  of  Geneva,  affected  to 
patronise  men  of  taste  and  genius,  and  thus  assembled  a  chosen 
society  from  which  nothing  was  excluded  except  vice  and  immora- 
lity. He  had  long  been  at  war  with  the  political  economists,  as 
the  warm  champion  of  the  East  India  Company.    Whether  he 
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foresaw  any  danger  in  tlie  principles  of  Turgot,  or  opposed  tfaemr 
only  from  interested  motives,  or  was  so  accustomed  to  the  minute- 
nte^  of  commercial  details  that  he  despised  all  theoretical  systems, 
is  a  question  of  little  importance.  At  all  events  he  declaimed 
against  the  unfettered  commerce  of  grain  with  the  violence  of  ^ 
man  ambitious  of  distinction.  The  confidence  and  plausibility 
with  which  he  defended  his  opinion  in  a  celebrated  pamphlet, 
divided  the  sentiments  of  the  public,  and  obtained  for  its^  author  the 
title  of  a  second  Colbert,  while  his  antagonist  was  designated,  by 
his  numerous  partisans,  as  the  disciple  and  rival  of  Sully. 

Popularity  at  this  time  began  to  be  regarded  as  an  equivalent 
for  hereditary  honours.  The  weakness  of  Maurepas  wa»  easil]^ 
persuaded  that  the  admission  of  a  Protestant  into  the  council  of 
state,  would  be  likely  to  cpnciliate  the  philosophers,  by  proving 
that  he  was  superior  to  those  illiberal  prejudices,  which  had  s^- 
long  degraded  and  ruine/l  the  nation. 

After  gaining  over  the  premier  by  flattering  his  vanity,  it  was  re^ 
quisite  to  satisfy  the  scruples  of  the  king,  which  was  accomplished 
by  appealing  to  his  ruling  passion,  the  love  of  his  subjects.^  tJn*« 
der  the  conduct  of  a  minister  more  prudent  than  Turgot,  and  whose 
system  was  equally  liberal,  the  friends  of  Necker  pretended,  that 
hopes  might  be  entertained  of  again  beholding  the  national  expen*- 
diture  reduced  within  the  yearly  receipts,  without  the  necessity  of  re» 
curring  to  additional  taxes.  Under  the  title  of  Director  of  the  Royal 
Treasure  M.  Necker  obtained  the  entire  management  of  die 
finances ;  though  he  declined  to  accept  the  salary  attached  to  that 
officCi  A  resolution  so  novel  was  warmly  applauded  by  the  multi«^ 
tude ;  but  men  of  discernment  were  rather  inclined  to  attribute  it  to 
Republican  pride,  or  the  ostentatious  display  of  an  ill-judged  geno^ 
rosity. 

Tlie  leading  principles  of  Turgot's  administration  were, '  No  new 
loans,  no  increase  of  taxation.'  Such  a  declamtion  astonished  at 
ft  time,  when  it  was  generally  known  that  there  was  an  annual  de* 
ficit  of  above  a  million  sterling.  But  the  boldness  of  Necker  wa» 
still  more  surprising,  who  denied  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the 
burthens  of  the  people,  though  he  daily  added  to  the  national  debt 
by  borrowing  money  to  cover  the  expenses.  Intimately  acquainted 
with  the  minutest  details  of  a  great  mercantile  establishment,  Mr 
Necker  seenas  to  have  regarded  the  science  of  fi^nance  as  a  banker^ 
and  not  as  a  statesman.  He  had  superficially  studied  the  system 
of  loans,  by  which  England  provides  for  the  exigencies  of  the  mo* 
ment  at  the  expense  of  posterity,  and  was  astonished  at  the  effects 
it  produced,  without  reflecting  that  in  a  free  and  commercial  coun- 
try many  resources  exist,  which  it  would  be  folly  to  lopk  for  under 
a  despotic  government,  and  particularly  in.  a  couatg^  where  trade 
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"was  regarded  as  di^aceful^  and  where  in  a  statement  of  national 
wealthy  the  minister  included  a  few  baskets  of  capons^  quails^  and 
jpartridges,  occasionally  sent  to  Margate  and  Brighton.  Having 
assumed  as  an  axiom,  that  the  credit  of  a  govemnaent  depends  en- 
jtirely  upon  the  moral  character  of  its  minister,  he  flattered  himself 
that  the  unblemished  name  of  Necker  would  prove  as  satisfactory 
!to  the  public  creditors  as  the  mortgage  of  a  land  or  a  malt  tax : 
and  for  some  time  at  least  the  illusion  was  perfect.  The  wealthy 
merchants  of  Genoa,  Hamburgh,  and  Amsterdam,  laid  aside  their 
4isual  caution,  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  the  funds  of  k 
nation,  which  had  more  than  once  defrauded  its  creditors  by  a 
l>ankruptcy. 

The  boasted  resources  by  which  the  envoy  of  Geneva  pretended 
ito  balance  the  receipts  and  expenditure,  consisted  in  nothing  but 
j>altry  retrenchments  in  subordinate  offices,  and  tlie  suppression  of 
Ui  few  inconsiderable  places  in  the  royal  household.  In  his  cele^ 
Jbrated  defence  of  his  own  administration,  there  are  many  more 
traces  of  vanity  than  of  genius.  The  statements,  for  the  most  part,  . 
Are  those  of  expectation,  not  of  experience,  and  are  founded  upon 
ithe  results  of  projected  ameliorations,  instead  of  presenting,  as  they 
^ugfat  ko  have  done,  an  unembellished  picture  of  the  disbursements 
and  neoeipts. 

Hiough  the  enthusiasm,  excited  by  the  elevation  of  a  foreigner 
and  a  Protestant,  began  rapidly  to  abate,  yet  all  his  financial  edicts^ 
were  unregistered  by  the  parliament,  with  little  opposition.  In- 
deed, no  great  efforts  of  patriotism  could  be  expected  from  the 
iBupporters*of  every  aristocratical  prejudice,  who  trembled  lest 
any  violent  pleasure  should  again  deprive  them  of  the  pleasures  at- 
tached tQ  rank  and  fortune  in  the  most  dissipated  capital  in  Europe. 
Some  of  the.  younger  members,  however,  were  beginning  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  study  of  political  economy,  for  the  purpose 
4kf  embarrassing  the  ministers.  Among  those,  the  most  remark- 
able for  the  boldness  of  his  plans,  and  the  fire  with  which  he  an- 
nounced them,  was  Duval  d'£spremesnil,  a  person  destined  to  act  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  turbulent  scenes  which  preceded  the  revo- 
lution. Having  already  signalised  his  name  by  opposing  Necker, 
when  contending  in  favour  of  the  East  India  Company,  he  looked 
forward  with  delight  to  the  glory  to  be  acquired  by  openly  sup- 
porting the  privileges  of  the  parliaments  against  the  attacks  of  a  re- 
publican minister.  D'Espremesnil's  understandii^  was  too  acute 
to  overlook  the  inherent  defects  of  a  system,  which  exaggerated  the 
solidity  of  the  public  credit,  without  placing  it  on  a  tangible  basis. 
The  principal  point  for  which  he  struggled,  was  to  shew  that  M. 
Necker,  while  he  affected  to  follow  the  example  of  England,  was 
Ignorant  of  the  causes  from  which  her  unrivalled  prosperity  arose. 
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No  sooner  had  the  envoy  of  Geneva,  in  appearance  at  least,  ob- 
tained a  firm  footing  at  court,  than  he  openly  aspired  to  form  a 
party  in  the  council,  by  displacing  Sartine,  dhd  the  Prince  de  Moiir 
barey,  and  giving  their  departments,  the  Admiralty  and  War- 
Office,  to  the  Marquisses  of  Segur  and  Castries.  Till  then  he 
had  conducted  himself  like  a  man  occupied  in  exploring  an  un- 
known island  and  fearful  of  meeting,  at  every  step,  with  a  preci-  , 
pice  or  a  monster.  Fully  aware  of  the  obstacles  to  his  elevation, 
he  had  contented  himself  with  magnifying  the  reduction  of  a  piti- 
ful pension  to  a  superannuated  servant,  into  an  object  of  natiof^I 
importance,  while  he  timidly  refrained  from  any  reforms,  which 
might  displease  the  queen,  or  the  princes.  The  opposition  of  the 
clergy  on  the  score  of  religion  he  deprecated,  by  extolling  that 
powerful  body  as  models  of  virtue  and  piety,  while  he  depended 
upon  receiving  the  support  of  the  parliaments,  on  account  of  his 
hostility  toward  their  enemy  Turgot. 

The  publication  of  a  work,  intended  to  announce  the  wonderful 
achievements  of  Necker,  who  boasted  of  having  reduced  the  na- 
tional expenditure  below  the  amount  of  the  annual  receipts,  by  the 
very  extraordinary  expedient  of  raising  loan  after  loan,  without 
creating  any  new  imposts  to  pay  the  interest,  afforded  am|Je  mate- 
rials for  serious  discussion  to  the  opposite  parties.  By  the  par- 
tisans of  the  ministers  it  was  zealously  applauded  as  a  prodigy  of 
political  wisdom,  while  it  was  treated  by  his  adversaries  as  a  bold 
and  impudent  fictioti.  Besides,  the  watchful  eye  of  avidity  disco- 
vered, in  the  *  Compte  Rendu,'  an  inclination  to  revive  the  favpuritc 
project  of  Turgot,  for  depriving  the  nobility  of  all  fiscal  exemption; 
and  in  consequence  a  clamour  was  raised  at  Versailles,  which  fur- 
nished Maurepas  with  a  pretext  fOr  removing  a  too  popular  rival. 
The  death  of  that  minister,  who  did  not  long  survive  diis  political 
triumph,  made  way  for  the  appointment  of  the  Count  de  Vergen- 
nes,  who  had  acquired  considerable  reputation  in  various  diplo- 
matic employments.     , 

During  the  bustle  of  war,  the  minds  of  the  public  had  been  so 
entirely  occupied  with  the  fallacious  project  of  humbling  England^ 
that  the*  internal  weakness  of  the  government  had  escaped  observa- 
tion ;  but  when  the  return  of  peace  allowed  men  leisure  to  attend 
to  domestic  concerns,  it  became  every  dky  more  apparent.  All 
the  springs  of  the  monarchy  had  been  gradually  relaxed  to  such  h 
degree,  that  the» friends  of  reform  looked  forward  with  confidence 
to  the  speedy  realisation  of  every  visionary  plan,  which  folly  or  en- 
thusiasm cherished.  It  was  not  by  progressive  improvements  that 
this  happy  revolution  was  to  be  effected — No  \  freedom  and  pros- 
perity were  to  succeed  oppression  and  distress,  with  as  much  rapi- 
dity as  if  the  change  had  been  wrought  by  magic.  The  existing 
;  -  .    .  generation 
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generatioti  undertook  to  secure  the  happiness  of  its  descendants  for 
ever;  and  the  space  of  iseventeenyears^  which  still  remained  before 
the  century  expired,  was  deemed  amply  sufficient  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  great  and  beneficent  enterprise. 

Gaiety  and  splendour  had  resumed  their  empire  at  Versailles 
since  M.  de  Calonne  had  assumed  the  direction  of  the  finances. 
But  it  was  alone  by  the  court  that  his  elevation  to  power  was  ap- 
plauded ;  because  the  generality  of  mankind  were  not  of  opinion 
that  the  resources  of  the  country  were  likely  to  improve  under  the 
superintendence  of  a  minister  who  affected  to  regard  the  most 
costly  entertainments  as  conducive  to  national  prosperity,  because 
they  served  to  encourage  various  branches  of  commerce,  which 
might  otherwise  have  languished  for  want  of  incitement.  In  for- 
mer times  the  important  gravity  of  a  controuler-general  had  cast  a 
gloom  over  every  fitey  but  the  appearauce  of  Calonne  was  die 
signal  for  joy.  Wnether  the  princes  wanted  money,  or  the  queen 
applied  for  a  place  for  one  of  her  friends,  the  former  was  sent 
without  a  moment*s  hesitation,  and  an  appointment  had  been  kept 
vacant  on  purpose.  Availing  himself  of  the  confidence  whichNecker 
had  inspired,  he  borrowed,  anticipated,  prolonged  expiring  taxes^ 
and  created  new  ones,  without  once  reflecting  that  every  additional 
loan  tended  to  widen  the  abyss  into  which  he  was  sinking.  Per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  system  of  the  Economists,  he  explained 
Ihe  advantages  which  they  promised  to  produce,  and  the  evils  with 
which  they  might  be  attended,  with  an  eloquence  that  rendered  the 
most  complex  theories,  not  only  intelligible,  but  amusing.  Even 
during  his  celebrated  controversy  with  Necker,  he  prevented  thf 
driest  of  all  political  discussions  from  disgusting  the  dekcate  tast^  > 
of  a  courtier,  and  thus  augmented  the  number  of  his  partisans  ^  fof 
he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  hi^  countrymen,  not 
to  feel  diat  the  higher  classes  would  be  sure  to  favour  the  writer 
whose  style  was  most  lively  and  captivating. 

The  prodigality  of  the  ministers  haying  quickly  excited  the  jea- 
lousy of  the  parliament,  such  symptoms  of  opposition  appeared, 
as  served  to  convince  hini  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  continue 
his  present  system,  without  being  constrained  to  resort  to  mea- 
sures, which  it  would  b^  highly  inexpedient  to  employ.  He  ac- 
cordingly formed  the  desperate  project  of  convening  the  States^ 
General,  which  had  not  met  since  the  minority  of  Louis  XIII. 

So  bold  a  conception  might  have  alarmed  a  monarch  more  re- 
solute than  the  unfortunate  Lewis ;  but  Calonne  Iiad  little  doubt  of 
obtaining  his  consent,  provided  he  could  make  it  appear  that  it  was 
a  necessary  step  to  the  enactment  of  those  measures,  by  which  alone 
the  burthens  of  the  people  could  be  alleviated.  These  consisted, 
iirst,  in  a  new  distribution  of  taxes,  by  which  the  revenue  would 
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be  materially  raised^  and  the  expenses  of  collecting  it  lessened  : 
and  secondly,  in  the  abolition  of  diose  invidious  privileges,  \vlii<ji 
die  culpable  timidity  of  former  administrations  had  respected, 
though  they  unquestionably  opposed  an  unsurmountable  barrier  to 
permanent  improvements  of  every  description. 

These  observations  being  presented  in  the  most  fascinating  co« 
lours,  and  the  glorious  example  of  Henry  IV.  held  out  as  a  model 
for  imitation,  Calonne  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  execution  of 
a  measure  pregnant  with  every  evil.  The  sanguine  temper  of  the 
minister  had  led  him  to  attribute  to  disinterested  benevolence  the 
'general  eagerness  for  the  correction  of  abuses.  A  foreigner  might 
easily  have  committed  such  a  mistake,  but  it  was  quite  inex- 
cusable in  a  native  To  the  former,  Lewis  might  have  appeared 
under  the  amiable  character  of  an  indulgent  parent,  who,  diough 
personally  averse  to  expense  and  dissipation,  \vas  induced  by  the 
natural  goodness  of  his  heart,  to  indulge  his  family  in  every  amuse** 
ment  not  decidedly  vicious.  But  Calonne  could  not  be  deceived 
by  outward  appearances ;  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  acquies* 
cence  of  the  king  proceeded  from  a  facility  of  temper,  which 
often  led  him  to  tolerate  what  he  seriously  disapproved. 

The  aueen,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  ornament  and  promoter  of 
every  fete.  Naturally  an  enemy  to  all  those  chilling  forms  which 
j^eparate  royalty  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  she  banished  in  the 
hours  of  social  intercourse  the*  ceremonies  of  etiquette,  which  in 
spite  of  their  insipidity  can  never  be  abolished  with  safety.  In  the 
delightful  retirements  of  St.  Cloud  and  the  Petit  Trianon,  where 
pleasure  seemed  to  preclude  every  serious  pursuit,  the  most  impor- 
tant aifaiii^  were  discussed.  Among  her  intimate  friends  were  per- 
sons who  professed  the  warmest  admiration  for  the  fashionable 
theories  of  the  day ;  and  others  who  criticised  the  political  esta« 
.blishments  of  France  by  satirically  comparing  them  with  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  which  was  held  up  by  all  who  disapproved  ot 
the  existing  order  of  things,  as  the  wisest  of  human  institutions.  , 

Though  the  morals  of  the  court  were  far  from  being  regulated 
by  the  example  of  Lewis,  they  no  longer  exhibited  that  disgusting 

ficture  of  sensuality  which  disgraced  die  reign  of  his  predecessor* 
t  was  a  considerable  step  toward  improvement,  to  find  that  virtue 
was  no  longer  an  object  of  ridicule,  and  that  gallantry  assumed  the 
mask  of  reserve,  or  excused  herself  as  the  victim  of  an  irresistible 
sentiment. 

Every  thing,  however,  concurred  to  presage  an  approaching  revo- 
lution.    Botli  in  the  church  and  the  army  a  spirit  of  discontent  was 
pretty  generally  diffused.     For,  notwithstanding  the  king  had  la- 
.boured  to  ameliorate  the  destiny  of  the  inferior  clei^,  he  adhered 
wiUi  pertinacity  to  an  unpopular  principle,  introduced  by  his  pre- 
decessor, 
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decessor,  of  never  conferring  a  mitre,  nor  even  an  opulent  bene- 
fice^ upon  a  plebeian.  The  distinction  was  still  more  imprudent  in 
the  army;  md  the  despair  of  obtaining  the  just  rewards  of  mertti ' 
had  rendered  most  of  the  officers,  who  were  not  of  patrician  extrac- 
tion, inimical  to  a  government  by  which  they  were  deprived  of  every 
hope  of  preferment. 

Such  appears  to  have  been  the  public  feeling,  when  one  cala* 
mitous  error  removed  every  boundary  which  had  hitherto  opposed 
the  licentiousness  of  sceptical  research,  and  defended  the  charac- 
ter of  royalty  against  the  shafts  of  scandal  and  falsehood.  Both 
crown  and  mitre  were  simultaneously  stripped  of  that  powerful 
charm,  the  offspring  of  opinion,  which  ignorance  adored,  and  wis- 
dom respected. 

The  history  of  the  necklace,  in  which  a  courtier  and  a  cardinal 
was  made  the  dupe  of  a  notoiious  prostitute,  has  been  so  often 
discussed,  that  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  repeat  it.  We  have  had 
various  opportunities  of  consulting  persons  best  qualified  to  form  a 
rational  judgment  respecting  that  shameful  transaction,  and  we 
have  no  hesitation  to  declare  that^  from  all  we  have  beard,  we 
are  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  unfortunate  Marie  Antoinetta 
was  in  no  respect  implicated  in  the  business.  But  the  folly  of  the 
cardinal  cannot  be  explained,  except  by  admitting  that  his  un- 
bounded extravagance  haVing  plunged  him  into  difficulties,  he  had 
been  tempted  to  pilfer  a  very  Jarge  sum  of  money  from  the  funds 
of  the  clergy  to  whom  he  was  treasurer,  and  tliat  not  being  able  to 
balance  his  accounts,  he  had  taken  up  the  diaihonds  as  a  temporary 
resource.  In  a  country  like  this,  a  prelate  might  be  tried  and  con-* 
victed  without  materially  affecting  the  character  of  the  clergy;  but 
the  whole  ecclesiastical  body  partook  of  the  infamy  of  the  Bishop 
of  Strasburg,  when  publicly  brought -before  a  criminal  tribunal,  in 
company  with  persons  so  notoriously  profligate,  that  even  to  knovr 
them  was  disgrace. 

That  the  cardinal's  knavery  was  surpassed  by  his  folly,  no  disin- 
terested inquirer  can  deny.  Under  a  firmer  government  he  woujd 
have  been  ordered  to  retire  into  some  distant  monastery,  where  his 
name  and  his  vices  might  be  forgotten.  But  instead  of  remaining 
an  object  of  universal  contempt,  he  soon  became  one  of  compassion. 
The  public,  overlooking  th^  guilt  of  a  dissolute  prelate,  directed 
their  indignation  against  the  queen,  pretending  that  the  pleadings 
had  been  intentionally  falsified,  and  that  the  advocates  had  sacri- 
ficed the  Interests  of  their  clients  from  a  criminal  complaisance  to 
the  court.  The  discussions  were  no  longer  directed  by  the  wish  of 
arriving  at  truth,  but  influenced  entirely  by  prejudice  and  paity. 
After  ten  months  had  been  spent  in  judicial  proceedings,  the  car- 
dinal was  absolved  by  the  parliament :  but  as  it  was  impossible  to 
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eXcvAp'dte  him  without  candemning  La  Mothe  and  her  husband,  they 
Mfere  sentenced  to  an  ignominious  punishment;  Aware  of  the  fate 
iivhich  awaited  him^  the  latter  had  fled  into  England,  where  being 
joined  by  his  wife,  who  found  means  to  escape  from  confinement, 
the  infamous  couple  published  a  libel  which  surpassed  every  work 
of  a  similar  description,  both  for  the  extravagance  and  the  atrocity 
of  the  accusations.  Public  opinion  designated  a  prince  of  the  blood 
as  the  instigator  of  this  publication.  The  charge  was  so  monstrous, 
that  at  the  Ume  it  was  made,  humanity  wished  to  disbelieve  it; 
but  subsequent  events  removed  every  doubt,  so  far  as  analogy 
could  remove  them ;  for  what  action  could  be  too  iniquitous  for 
that  man  to  have  undertaken,  who  was  base  enou^  to  barter  the 
illustrious  name  of  Bourbon  for  the  Jacobinical  title  of  Egalite, 
and  publicly  to  proclaim  his  mother's  dishonour^  by  boasting  that 
he  was  the  son  of  a  coachman ! 

As  a  preparatory  st<ep  to  the  convocation  of  the  States-General, 
an  assembly  was  convened,  composed  of  persons  of  different  con- 
ditions, who  were  most  conspicuous  for  rank,  talent,  or  probity. 
The  old  courtiers  were  astounded  at  this  desperate  measure,  which 
struck  at  the  foundations  (of  the  monarchy;  and  the  Duke  of  Riche- 
lieu satirically  inquired  of  one  of  his  friends,  what  punishment  he 
thought  would  have  been  inflicted  by  Lewis  XIV.  upon  any  minis- 
ter who  had  even  ventured  to  propose  it. 

All  the  visions  of  Calonne  were  speedily  dissipated,  when  he 
discovered  that  the  Nb^a6/e5,  instead  of  sanctioning  his  plans,  con- 
tented themselves  with  pointing  out  their  defects.  The  deficit  was 
attributed  solely  to  his  prodigality  and  imprudence,  and  he  was  even 
accused  of  attempting  to  deceive  die  nation  by  presenting  a  fallacious 
report.  The  disgrace  of  the  minister  was  a  necessary  sacrifice  to 
the  indignation  of  the  public ;  and  his  removal  made  wa_v  for  the 
Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  who  shortly  after  ob turned  a  cardinal's  hat. 
Though  highly  respected  for  political  sagacity  while  coiilined  to  a 
private  station,  Brienne  was  no  sooner  invested  with  absolute  au- 
thority, than  he  proved  himself  totally  inconipeieut  to  discharge  tlie 
arduous  duties  in  which  he  had  so  rashly  engaged.  Had  the  varions 
edicts,  sanctioned  by  the  Notables,  been  im mediately  presented  to 
the  parliament,  they  might  possibly  have  been  enregiatered  without 
a  single  inurmur ;  but  the  delays  of  the  minister,  w  ho  acted  vvtili 
a  timidity  no  less  unexpected  by  his  frieiidij  than  by  his  enemies, 
allowed  time  for  the  opposition  to  rally  tl}eir  forces  ;  aud  the  rash- 
ness of  the  cardinal,  whose  caution  and  violence  were  equally  in* 
judicious,  in  banishing  the  parliament,  served  only  to  augirieitt  tlic 
popularity  of  a  body,  too  powerful  to  be  braved  wilh  impunity. 

it  was  impossible  for  such  a  man  to  retain  liis  situation  at 
^uch  a  crisis.    After  having  wantonly  committed  ilie  i^haracter  of 
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the  king  by  an  act  of  unqualified  despotism^  and  lavished  the  publi^i: 
money  with  such  profusion,  that  scarcely  a  livre  was  left  to 
answer  the  expenses  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  helm.  The  voice  of  the  people,  which  had 
nast6ne4  his  fpjl,  called  for  M,  Necker  as  his  succes3or.  Thiy 
was  indeed  a  proud  moment  for  the  banker  of  Geneva,  who  fqun(| 
himself  courted  by  ^l  ranks,  and  even  warmly  solicited  by  ^ 
beautiful  princess  to  become  the  saviour  qf  his  sidopted  country. 
Persons  unacquainted  with  his  real  character^  were  apprehen- 
sive -that  he  might  decline  so  dangerous  an  office,  but  those  who 
knew  his  failing  were  assured  of  his  compliance ;  and  their  judgment 
was  confirmed  by  the  event,  for  no  sooner  had  he  read  the  queen'a 
flattering  letter,  than  his  vanity  yielded  without  consulting  his 
reason. 

The  leading  object  which  engaged  the  new  minister's  attention 
was  the  formation  of  the  States-General.  They  had  anciently  con- 
stituted three  separate  chambers,— that  of  the  nobles,  the  clergy, 
ai>d  the  tiers-itaty — and  all  questions  had  been  decided,  not  by  the 
majority  of  voices,  but  by  the  majority  of  chambers.  By  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  the  representatives  of  the  people  were  reduced  to 
mere  cyphers,  and  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  carry  Bny  mea- 
sure, which  was  disagreeable  to  the  privileged  orders.  So  long  as 
they  continued  to  vote  in  this  manner,  the  influience  of  the  aristo- 
cracy must  be  irresistible ;  but  if  all  the  delegates  should  be  united 
in  a  single  assembly,  the  triumph  of  the  commons  was  assured. 
This  therefore  was  a  point  of  the  highest  importance,  and  one  that 
Mr.  Necker  unfortunately  attempted  to  evade;  because  he  was 
afraid,  if  he  conlornittl  to  ancient  precedents,  of  losing  his  popu- 
larity; and  he  knew  that  if  be  indulged  the  wishes  of  the  public, 
he  must  endanger  the  VRry  existence  of  the  monarchy. 

The  fuUowing  extract  (which  brings  us  to  the  conclusion  ofHhe 
subject)  describes  the  general  ferment  with  striking  veracity. 

*  La  cour  6tait  divisee  en  deux  partis,  qui  d^s  le  premier  moment  dc 
leur  tliscortle,  raccubiaitfnt  de  tous  les  temoignages  d'une  haine  em- 
porl^e,  Le  due  d'Orl(?aiis  se  d^clarait  pour  lie  tiers-etat,  et  cherchait 
a\  ittement  toiites  !es  occasions  d'exciler  I  enthousiasme  du  peuple.  La 
pl^ipait  des  nobles  qui  s'^taient  distingiifes  dans  la  guerre  d'Am^rique 
suivaient:  le  tii^me  parti,  el  Tappuyaient  des  maximes  qu'ils  avaient  re- 
cueiUies  au  milieu  de  cette  republique  naissante Paiitout  la  mul- 
titude en  faisant  cause  commune  avec  les  classes  les  plus  brillantes  du 
tjers-6tatj  ajoutait  uii  poids  terrible  a  leurs  reclamations.  .  .  .  Les  bien- 
faits  les  plus  rtscetis  ctaicnt  meconniis.  Le  peuple  de  carapagne,  chez 
lequel  il  est  si  facile  d'eveiller  Tenvie,  poussait  des  cris  de,  rage  autour 
dfe  ces  cki\ieaax,  d on t  Facets 'avait  6te  souvent  ouvert  k  sa  mieere, 
11  r^ndait  responsablcs  de  ces  maux  ces  magistrats  qui,  dans  leur  remon- 
trances,  en  avaient  fait  souvent  un  tableau  exag6r^.  De  braves,  et 
*     -  vieux 
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vieux  mrlitaires,  auxquels  un  nouTeaa  6dit  refusait  le  prix  <le  leura 
services,  se  montraient  iiers  d'line  oiijgine  plebeienne,  que  la  vanit6  do. 
leurs  jeunes  colonels  leur  avait  souvent  reproch6.  Les  cur6s  de  cam- 
pagne  voyaient  arriver  le  moment  oik  les  grandes  dignites  de  Teglise 
pourraient  recompenser  la  simplicite  le  leur  foi,  et  la  Constance  de  leur 
charit6.  Les  gens  de  lettres  rompaient  leur  ancienne  alliance  avec  les 
hommes  de  la  cour,  qui  cherchaient  h,  leur  humilier,  et  rangeaient  au 
fiombre  des  litres  glorieux  du  tiers-etat,  les  ouvrages  immortels  de 
pleb^iens  tels  que  Corneille,  Racine,  Moli^re,  Boileau,  &c.  On  inter- 
rogeait  Tbistoire,  on  s'armait  d'une  haine  nouvelle  contre  la  l6odalit6^ 
irse  formait  dans  les  villes  principales  du  royaume  des  associations  oil 
i\>n  s'engageait  k  faire  triompher  la  cause  du  tiers-etat.  Tons  les  traitt 
^u  ridicule  ^taient  lanc6s  contre  les  anoblis  qui,  par  leurs  pretensions, 
paraissaient  desavouer  leurs  p^res.  On  applaudissait  avec  transport  au 
tbedtre  les  vers  et  les  maximes  dans  lesquels  Torgueil  des  rangs  ^tait  con^ 
fondu.  Enfin  le  tiers-etat,  des  les  premiers  jours  oh  Ton  rappella  son 
nom,  et  o\l  Ton  voulut  s'opposer  k  ce  quil  se  mainlint  dans  u6  rang,  o\!^ 
le  cours  des  siecles  Tavait  fait  monter,  ressemblait^  non  h  un  parti  qui 
y6unit  ses  forces,  mais  a  une  armee  qui  vient  dieter  des  loix.  I>6s  qu'il 
airait  un  tel  sentiment  de  sa  puissance,  il  devexuiit  bien  dangereux  d0 
la  lui  contester.' — vi.  277. 

Again : 

*  On  avait  exlr^mement  dmplifi^  les  principes  de  la  legislation,  en 
les  rendant  absolus.  Un  ton  tranchant  couvrait  des  connoissancei^ 
superficielles;  avec  vingt  ou  trente  axiomes  on  confondait  tout  le  savoir 
«les  vieux  publicistes.  Les  mots  experience  et  routine  ^taient  devenus 
parfaitement  synonimes.  On  n'invoquait  un  peu  Tbistoirei  que  pour 
ne  professer  ouvertement  I'ignorance  • .  , .  .  Mais  des  deux  paitis  qui 
allaient  se  combattre,  Tun  ne  sentait  pas  assez  ce  que  1»  dix4iuiti^mo 
si^le  coromandait,  et  Tautre  comptait  pour  rien  les  lepons  de  tous  les 
siecles  anterieurs/  — vi.  290. 

Enough^  we  imagine,  has  been  said  to  shew  that  the  revoluticMi 
was  occasioned  by  the  profligacy  and  misconduct  of  former  reigns^ 
^nd  might  have  taken  place  even  if  Rousseau  and  Voltaire  had 
never  existed,  though  they  undoubtedly  contributed  to  hasten  it.  It 
is,  however,  a  question  of  a  very  interestii^  nature,  whether  authors 
in  general  are  influenced  by  the  habits  and  opinions  of  the  age  in 
which  they  flourish,  or  direct  the  public  taste.  No  man  during  the 
re^n  of  Lewis  XIV.  would  have  written  upon  the  miracles  of  St. 
Ignatius  in  France,  or  published  political  treatises  in  Spain.  If  a 
writer  wishes  to  be  popular  he  must  adapt  himself  to  ^  feelings 
and  understandings  of  those  whose  sunrage  he  is  ambitious  to 
obtain.  On  the  contrary,  we  conceive  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difiicult  to  alter  the  constitution  of  any  country  without  materially 
affecting  its  literature :  for  the  greater  part  of  mankind  take  up  their 
opinions  as  they  do  their  religion,  not  from  examination  and  conr- 
viction  but  from  example. 
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'  TTie  spirit  of  disaffection  which  existed  in  France  for  some  time 
previously  to  the  revolution  arose  from  political  causes ;  but  the  total 
disregard  for  religion^  which  was  equally  prevalent,  may  be  chiefly 
sitcribed  to  Voltaire  and  the  Encyclopedists.  Scepticism,  when  it 
proceeds  from  philosophical  inquiry,  must  necessarily  be  circum- 
scribed within  a  very  narrow  circle ;  because  few  people  have  lei- 
sure or  ability  for  such  disquisitions :  but  unfortuiwitely  the  far 
greater  number  of  those  who  profess  infidelity  do  it  only  because 
they  think  it  fashionable,  and  erroneously  consider  faith  as  the  marl^ 
of  a  weak  understanding.  The  lower  classes  are  in  general  inclined 
to  respect  die  established  worship,  whatever  it  may  be ;  but  when 
they  are  continually  told  that  priests  are  impostors,  and  that  religion 
is  a  farce,  they  begin  to  suspect  that  they  have  been  deceived,  and 
grow  outrageous  at  the  idea  of  having  so  long  sacrificed  their  plea- 
sures and  interests  to  a  chimera. 

,  Of  this  the  French  philosophers  were  fiilly  aware,  and  directed 
their  batteries  accordingly,  as  we  are  ostentatiously  informed  by  an 
author  who,  after  having  contributed  to  the  dreadful  explosion,  pe- 
rished in  the  tempest  he  had  raised.  Exulting  amid  tlie  ruins  with 
which  he  was  surrounded,  Condorcet  proudly  boasts  that  erudition, 
philosophy,  the  brilliancy  of  wit,  and  the  fascination  of  style,  had 
been  successively  employed  for  the  diabolical  purpose  of  undermi- 
ning the  throne  and  the  altar.  Under  the  opposite  forms  of  humour 
and  pathos  the  poison  was  skilfully  instilled;  now  dignified  with 
the  pomp  of  metaphysical  acuteness,  it  attacked  the  understandings 
q{  those  who  aspired  to  literary  renown ;  now  clothed  in  the  lighter 
garb  of  a  pamphlet,  or  the  voluptuous  dress  of  a  romance,  it  per- 
verted the  mind  by  inflaming  the  passions.  It  was  an  invariable 
maxim  with  the  party,  says  die  writer  to  whom  we  allude,  to  lull 
the  vigilance  of  their  enemies  by  flattering  the  establishment  which 
they  meant  to  overturn.  Thus  while  they  aimed  at  subverting  the 
,  Christian  religion  they  persuaded  the  clergy  that  toleration  was  all 
they  required ;  and  when  attempting  to  sap  the  foundations  of  the 
throne  they  asked  Only  for  the  suppression  of  some  notorious  abuse. 
Fanaticism  and  tyranny  became  alternately  the  watchwords  of  the 
philosophers^  but  under  the  former  appellation  every  sect  w^a  com- 
prehended which  acknowledged  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  latter 
applied  to  all  legitimate  governments. 

in  conformity  to  custom,  we  have  given  the  title  of  phitoso-- 
phersi  to  a  description  of  writers  destitute  of  almost  every  quality 
which  adorned  the  sages  of  antiquity.  Durii^  the  splendid  period 
of  Cirecian  literature  that  appellation  was  reserved  exclusively  for 
diose  who  devoted  their  existence  to  the  investigation  of  truth  and 
the  improvements  of  science.  No  labours  were  too  arduous,  no 
dangers  too  formidable  to  stop  them  in  the  glorious  pursuit.  They 
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visited  countries  the  most' re9iotey  traversed  seas  and  mount^ns, 
and  encountered  heat  and  cold,  for  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with- 
some  celebrated  sage  or  exploring  some  secret  of  nature.  Their 
manners  were  austere  and  their  meditations  uninterrupted  by  those 
trifling  occupations  which  employ  the  votaries  of  pleasure.  Seclu- 
sion and  study^  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  wonderful  produc- 
tions of  Providence,  enabled  them  to  form  those  celebrated  systems 
which  have  excited  the  admiration  of  subsequent  ages,  and  afforded 
models  for  their  imitation. 

But  the  philosophers  of  whom  we  have  been  speekii^y  were 
beings  of  another  kind.  Instead  of  consecrating  their  lives  to  se- 
rious studies  they  passed  them  at  the  table  of  some  wealthy 
financier,  or  in  the  boudoir  of  some  capricious  beauty.  Led 
away  by  thq  impression  of  the  moment  they  thought  it  degra- 
ding for  an  author  of  the  eighteenth  century  to  consult  the  lessons 
Of  experience  or  to  enrich  his  mind  with  tlie  treasures  of  literature. 
To  doubt  was  regarded  as  the  criterion  of  wisdom,  and  they  in  con- 
sequence affected  to  despise  all  ancient  institutions  as  the  offspring 
of  ignorance  and  superstition.  The  Christian  religion  was  the  ob- 
ject of  their  hatred,  and  they  daily  insulted  it  with  blasphemous^ 
ribaldry;  but  their  attacks  were  irregular  and  desultory.  Though 
they  all  equally  aspired  to  eradicate  from  the  breast  of  man  his  only 
consolation  in  adversity,  nothing  was  ever  less  systematic  than  theirr 
mode  of  proceeding.  No  union  of  opinion  connected  them ;  be- 
cause every  one  was  ambitious  of  surpassing  his  colleagues  in  bold- 
ness and  impiety.  Neither  were  they  less  at  variance  with  them- 
selves. At  one  moment  they  strove  to  establish  a  principle  which 
they  openly  controverted  at  another.  Vanity  prevented  them  from 
forming  a  sect,  because  it  was  impossible  to  embrace  any  theory 
without  tacitly  acknowJedging  the  superiority  of  its  author. 

This  subject  would  furnish  materials  for  volumes,  and  we  can 
scarcely  am>rd  room  for  a  few  hasty  remarks  upon  the  characters  of 
Rousseau  and  Voltaire,  whom  we  select  from  the  vast  tribe  of 
French  unbelievers,  because  they  possessed  die  greatest  influence 
over  the  opinions  of  the  agie  in  which  they  flourished. 

Of  all  the  sceptical  writers  of*^he  eighteenth  century  Rousseau 
was  undoubtedly  the  most  eloquent;  he  was  besides  the  only  one 
who  established  a  system  of  his  own,  if  the  eccentricities  of  a 
man  who  was  constantly  at  war  with  the  customs  and  ideas  of 
civilized  society  can  merit  the  appellation  of  system.  Proud,  en- 
vious, and  unsociable,  he  was  far  more  jealous  of  the  reputation^ 
obtained  by  his. contemporaries  than  delighted  vrith  the  applause 
which  he  personally  received.  After  forsaking  his  religion  and* 
country,  which  imposed  wholesome  restraints  upon  his  natural 
profligacy,  he  declared  himself  inimical  to  all  human  institutions^ 
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because  Mvhile  appearing  under  the  character  of  a  needy  adventurer 
he  had  been  treated  with  liule  hospitality.  Totally  destitute  of  all 
those  amiable  qualities  which  inspire  affection  and  esteem,  he  re-* 
garded  every  being  who  attempted  to  sooth  his  affliction,  or  relieve 
his  wants,  as  impelled  by  interested  motives,  and  of  course  soon 
quarrelled  with  his  greatest  benefactors.  An  insulatedbeing  in  tht^ 
midst  of  society,  he  considered  the  various  duties  of  life  not  as  neces- 
sary sacrifices  to  the  peace  and  order  of  the  whole,  but  as  so  many- 
infringements  of  natural  liberty.  From  this  strange  perversion,  of 
ideas  the  greater  part  of  hb  errors  proceeded.  Though  constantly 
declaiming  with  enthusiastic  fervour  in  favour  of  justice,  benevo* 
lence,  and  probity,  he  as  constantly  transgressed  all  their  precepts, 
and  even  endeavoured  to  overturn  the  magnificent  ba«is  upon  which 
alone  they  can  securely  repose.  Too  haughty  to  own  that  his  insa- 
tiable pride  was  the  cause  of  almost  all  his  misfortunes,  he  imputed 
them  to  the  envy  of  a  hostile  confederacy.  Disdaining  to  tread  the 
path  of  experience  he  wandered  from  error  to  error,  and  though  con* 
•tantly  offending  the  laws  of  niorality  he  proclaimed  himself  the 
most  virtuous,  of  mortals. 

•  The  writers  of  novels  had  hitherto  confined  themselves  to  a  de- 
lineation of  the  actions  and  feelings  of  their  dramatis  persons : 
but  Rousseau  undertook  a  more  arduous  task,  and  attempted  to  de- 
velop the  secret  workings  of  the  soul,  submitting  to  the  guidance 
of  a  heated  imagination,  and  abandoning  the  sphere  of  realities. 
It  would  therefore  be  fruitless  to  look  in  the  Nouvelle  H^loi'se  for 
an  accurate  picture  of  real  life,  or  for  characters  like  those  which 
move  and  act  upon  the  busy  theatre  of  the  world.  They  are  for 
the  most  part  the  creatures  of  a  distempered  fancy ;  they  are  para- 
doxes embodied  under  a  human  form. 

A  writer  who  professes  to  instruct  mankind  is  bound  to  deliver 
precepts  of  morality.  But  it  is  by  inflaming  the  passions,  and  by 
blotting  out  the  line  which  separates  virtue  from  vice,  that  Rous- 
seau undertakes  to  teach  young  ladies  to  be  chaste,  and  young  men 
to  respect  the  rights  of  hospitality.  His  heroine,  indeed,  in  con- 
formity to  his  own  example,  is  always  prating  about  virtue  even  at 
die  time  when  she  deviates  most  essentiallyfrom  its  precepts ;  but  to 
dogmatise  is  not  to  be  innocent.  Yet  with  all  its  defects,  there  are. 
numerous  passages  in  this  celebrated  work  which  astonish  by  tlieir 
eloquence.  Language  perhaps  never  painted  the  coitf  icts  of  love 
in  colours  more  animated  uid  captivating  than  in  the  letter  written 
by  St.  Preux  when  wandering  anK>ng  the  rocks  of  Meilleraye. 

After  instructing  his  fair  reade'rs  iu  the  arts  of  jntrigue,  Rous- 
a^u  proceeds  to  lay  before  them  a  novel  system  for  educating  the 
firuit  of  their  amours;  and  in  this  he  proves  equally  extravagant: 
for  instead  of  bringing  up  his  pupil  to  be  useful  to  mankii^,  he^ 
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strives  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  commerce  of  civilised  society. 
According  to  the  plan  recommended  by  the  philosopher  of  Geneva, 
every  thing  that  a  youth  would  meet  with,  when  he  enters  the 
"world,  would  be  repugnant  to  his  habits  and  feelings.  He  would, 
indeed,  be  able  to  mend  a  chair  or  a  kettle,  and  to  find  his  way  in 
the  dark  without  fearing  to  meet  a  ghost  or  a  hobgoblin ;  but  h^ 
would  probably  eat  with  his  fingers,  and  wipe  his  mouth  with  the 
sleeve  of  his  coat. — ^Add  to  diis,  that  the  system  is  utterly  imprac- 
ticable, unless  a  whole  nation  should  combine  to  carry  on  the  farce 
by  which  children  are  to  be  tricked  into  the  performance  of  their 
duty. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  parts  of  this  extraordinary  book 
IS  the  confession  of  the  Savoyard  priest ;  in  which,  after  drawing 
a  most  striking  and  beautiful  parallel  between  Jesus  and  Socra- 
tes, and  contending  that  the  miracles  attested  by  the  Evangelists 
are  as  clearly  proved  as  any  of  the  events  recorded  by  Xenophon, 
be  concludes  by  deciding  in  favour  of  Deism,  because  the  duration 
of  human  life  is  too  short  to  acquire  the  different  languages,'  and 
perform  the  long  joumies,  which  can  alone  qualify  a  man  to  form 
an  impartial  judgment  between  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Maho- 
metism !  In  a  writer  l^s  addicted  to  paradoxes,  it  would  be  im- 
possHble  to  reconcile  the  magnificent  picture  drawn  by  Rousseau  of 
the  Redeemer  of  mankind  with  the  total  rejection  of  hi^  divinity; 
•but  nothing  was  too  inconsistent  for  that  man  to  adopt  who,  though 
incessantly  talking  of  justice  and  benevolence,  discarded  his  mistress 
when  she  had  no  friend  except  himself  to  support  her,  and  sent 
her  five  children  to  an  eleemosynary  asylum,  wnere  it  was  impos- 
sible they  should  ever  be  recognised.  To  sum  up  his  character  as 
concisely  and  fairly  as  we  are  able,  we  shall  remark,  that  as  a  philo- 
sopher he  was  paradoxicd  and  dangerous;  as  a  moralist  lax  and 
licentious ;  as  a  theologian  unsettled  and  sceptical ;  as  a  politician 
bold  and  delusive ;  as  a  parent  unnatural ;  as  a  lover  selfish ;  and  ai» 
a  friend  suspicious  and  ungrateful :  yet,  with  all  his  eccentricities, 
and  all  his  failings,  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  fiiscinating  wri- 
ters that  ever  drew  tears  from  a  reader. 

Voltaire  was  endowed  with  very  different  qualities,  and  placed  in 
a  very  different  situation.  As  pride  was  the  rulh^  passion  of 
Rousseau,  so  was  vanity  that  of  the  philosopher  of  Femey.  Thi» 
inordinate  loVe  of  popular  applause  gave  a  tone  and  colour  to  all 
his  actions  during  a  long  and  splendid  career,  and  induced  him  to 
dedicate  transcendent  abilities  to  purposes  the  most  vile  and  perni- 
cious. It  was  vanity  that  induced  him  to  decorate  a  metrical  nar* 
rative  of  battles  and  intrigues  with  the  lofty  title  of  epic,  and  to 
forget  that  the  exalted  reputation  of  Homefr  and  Virgil  was  not 
acquired  by  the  flowery  recital  of  a  dream  or  a  journey,  nor  by  the 
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introduction  of  spirits  and  divinities/  but  by  a  creative  genius^  ati 
elevated  imagination,  and  an  doquent  and  touching  simplicity.  It 
was  vanity  that  led  him  to  sully  his  pen  with  disgusting  obscenity^ 
and  an  ostentatious  display  of  impiety,  and  to  flatter  himself  that 
a  happy  mixture  of  satire  and  wit  might  atone  for  their  turpitude, 
and  place  the  name  of  a  revolting  blasphemer  upon  a  level  with 
that  of  Ariosto.  It  was  vanity  that  tempted  him  to  undermine  the 
fsuth  of  his  countrymen  by  ridiculing  the  established  worship,"  and 
representing  those  by  whom  it  was  administered  under  the  odious 
character  of  hypocrites.  The  hostility  of  Voltaire  toward  the 
Christian  dispensation  is  rather  that  of  a  rival  than  of  a  philoso-^ 
pher.  He  wished  to  overturn  it,  not  so  much  from  his  entertain- 
ing any  solid  objection  to  its  beautiful  theory,  or  doubting  this  mi^ 
racles  by  which  it  is  attested,  as  because  he  envied  the  glory  of  its 
divine '  author,  and  even  hoped  to  be  able,  if  Christianity  wasi 
ibdlisbed,  to  introduce  in  its  place  a  system  of  moral  indulgence 
of  which  he  might  become  the  pontiff  and  patriarch. 

But  it  would  be  useless  to  push  the  subject  fiirther.  The  French 
Evolution  has  furnished  the  most  satisfactory  cOmfnent  upon  the 
Grand  Experiment  of  the  philosophers;  and  we  are  firmly 
persuaded  that  no  parson  in  future,  unless  actually  labouring  undet 
mental  derangement,  will  attempt  to  govern  mankind  by  simple 
reason,  unassisted  by  the  light  of  revelation.  Ndi;  it  is  religion 
alone  that  has  authority  to  silence  the  clamours  of  interest,  to  con-^ 
troul  the  sensual  appetites,  and  to  fetter  the  turbulence  of  ambitioUi 


Art.  XII,    The  Remorse.    A   Tragedy.    By  S.  T.  Coleridge. 
Second  Edition*    Svo.     London.     1814. 

WHEN  a, system  of  opinions,  either  new,  or  apparently  so.  Is 
formally  laid  before  the  world,  no  judgment  can  be  formied 
respecting  its  merits,  till  the  whole  has  been  attentively  considered  i 
but  wrhen  philosophical  opinions  come  to  us  cursorily  Scattered 
through  volumes  of  miscellaneous  poetry,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected 
that  their  merits  will  be  so  faii;ly  tried.  The  premises  being  some- 
times not  at  all,  and,  perhaps,  never  formally  laid  down,  the  con* 
elusion  appears  to  rest  on  little  authority;  in  this  page  the  reader  is 
startled  with  one  peculiar  idea,  in  the  next  with  another,  and  between 
both,  perhaps,  traces  no  connection.  Thus  he  proceeds  nearly 
through  the  book,  still  ignorant  of  its  characteristic  feature;  his  va- 
nity is  mortified,  and  forgetting  that  his  ignorance  should  injustice 
prevent  his  forming  any  judgment,  he  suffers  it  to  be  the  very 
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groundwork  of  his  condemn&tioo.  Or  if  towards  the  conclusion, 
be  should  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  general  theory,  the 
previous  disgust  is  in  most  instances  so  strong,  that  he  feels  no  in- 
clination with  the  new  light  he  has  acquired,  to  reperuse  the 
volume. 

That  Mr.  Coleridge  and  his  poetical  friends  (or,  to  use  a  col- 
loquial title,  the  Lake  Poets)  have  suffered  in  the  Judgment  of 
the  world  from  this  circumstance,  we  cannot  but  believe ;  and  we 
lament  that  no  one  of  them  should  have  stated  briefly  and  plainly 
to  the  public  the  nature  of  their  poetical  theory.  We  lament  this 
Ae  more,  because,  though  it  will  be  found,  perhaps;  erroneous  ia 
parts,  on  the  whole  we  think  it  contains  truth  enough  for  all  the 
purposes  of  poetry,  and  in  its  effiects  must  be  beneficial  to  all  the 
noble  and  gentle  affections  of  the  heart.  Without  undertaking  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  we  will  yet  venture  a  few  remarks,  which 
may  help  us  in  forming  our  judgment  on  the  work  before  us. 

To  a  profound  admiration  of  Shakspeare,  Milton,  and  our  ear-r 
lier  poets,  the  authors  of  the  system,  on  which  we  are  remarking, 
appear  to  have  united  much  of  metaphysical  habit,  and  metaphy- 
sical learning.  This  admiration  was  not  of  the  kind  which  displays 
itself  in  the  conventional  language  of  criticism  ;  it  was  real,  prac- 
tical and  from  the  heart ;  it  led  to  ceaseless  study,  to  imitation 
of  its  objects.  Analysing  by  metaphysical  aids  the  principles  on 
which  these  great  men  exercised  such  imperial  sway  over  the 
human  heart,  they  found  that  it  was  not  so  much  by  operating  on 
the  reason  as  on  the  imagination  of  the  reader.  We  mean  that  it 
was  not  so  much  by  argument,  or  description,  which  the  reason 
acknowledged  to  be  true,  as  by  touching  some  chord  of  associa- 
tion in  the  mind,  which  woke  the  imagination  and  set  it  instantly 
on  a  creation  of  its  own.  An  example  or  two  will  make  this  clear. 
In  the  parting  speech  of  Polonius  to  Laertes  we  admire  consum- 
mate prudence  and  beauUful  expression,  and  there  the  labour  and 
the  enjoyment  of  the  mind  ceases;  but  when  Gertrude  says  of  the 
frantic  Hamlet — 

^  Anon  as  patient  as  the  female  dove. 

When  that  her  golden  couplets  are  disclosed. 

His  silence  will  set  drooping.' 

Beautiful  as  the  description  is,  the  mind  does  not  rest  there;  a 
thousand  ideas  of  a  gentle,  placid,  and  affectionate  nature  rise 
within  us  in  a  train,  which  we  seem  ourselves  to  have  created 
and  arrayed.  Once  more — in  the  following  passage  from  Milton 
every  reader  of  taste  will  admit  that  he  is  Very  differently  affected 
by  different  parts  of  it,  and  that  the  difference  solely  results  from 
the  exercise  of  the  imagination  in  some  lines^  and  its  repose  in 
otbejTS. 
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*  Bririg  the  ralhe  primrose  ih^Xforsaken  dies, 
The  tufted  crow-toe  and  pale  jessamine, 
The  white  pink,  and  the  pansy  freck'd  with  jet, 
The  glowing  violet, 

The  musk  rose,  and  the  well-attir'd  woodbine, 
With  cowslips  wan  that  hang  the  pensive  head^ 
And  every  jfUmer  that  sad  mbroidery  wears,* 

It  was  evident  in  fact,  that  the  latter  process  must  be  far  more 
delightful  to  the  mind  than  the  former;  as  in  the  one  case,  how« 
«ver  we  may  be  instructed  and  improved,  we  are  still  conscious  of 
our  inferiority;  we  stand  as  pupils  before  our  master,  and  advance 
not  a  single  step  beyond  the  limit,  which  he  marks  for  us.  But  in 
the  other,  it  is  our  master,  indeed,  who  presents  us  with  the  key  of 
Paradise,  but  we  ourselves  open  the  gate,  all  our  wanderings  ar^ 
unconstrained,  and  we  find  beauties,  and  trace  likenesses  with  all 
the  delight  of  original  composition.  It  is  true,  that  a  closer 
analysis  would  shew  that  in  this  apparent  freedom  we  are  in  fact 
following  a  prescribed  direction : — but  the  restraint  which  is  neither 
seen,  nor  felt,  is  in  fact  no  restraint. 

In  so  far  then  as  metaphysical'  inquiry  led  them  to  this  con* 
Illusion,  it  did  them  good  service;  and  no  one  who  has  read 
Mr.  Alison's  beautiful  Essays  on  Taste,  will  doubt  for  an  instant 
that  they  had  arrived  at  the  true  theory  of  poetic  delight.  Beyond 
this  point  metaphysics  (prompting,  indeed,  at  times  peculiar  beau- 
ties) were  on  the  whole  dangerous  companions;  and  from  the 
habits  of  making  every  mental  emotion  the  subject  of  analysis 
have  resulted,  we  think,  most  of  the  defects  which  continue  to 
impede  their  progress  to  popular  favour. 

It  is  observed  of  Marivaux,  by  one  of  his  countrymen,  that, '  II 
ne  donne  pas  le  r6sultat  de  son  observation,  mais  I'acte  m^me  de 
Tobservation.'  The  remark  will  apply  to  our  Poets;  minute 
in  their  analyses  and  analysing  the  minutest  emotions ;  preferring, 
indeed,  from  the  greater  skill  required  in  the  task,  to  trace  to  their 
causes  the  slight  and  transient,  rather  than  the  strong  and  perma- 
nent feelings  of  the  mind,  they  have  too  often  become  not  so  much 
the  painters  of  nature  as  the  commentators  upon  her. 

By  this  method  they  have  sacrificed  the  chance  of  general  popu* 
larity  for  the  devoted  admiration  of  a  few ;  and  it  may  be  sdid  that 
the  alternative  vyas  entirely  at  their  option.  But  still  we  think  the 
choice  a  faulty  one ;  the  majority  of  mankind  are  little  conversant  in 
metaphysical  pursuits;  whereas  it  should  be  at  least  a  principal  ob- 
ject of  poetry  to  please  generally,  anc^  it  is  one  of  the  highest  boasts 
of  genius  that  its  strains,  like  the  liturgy  of  our  church,  are  not  too 
high  for  the  low  and  simple,  nor  yet  too  low  for  the  wise  and 
learned. 
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But  tliis  is  not  all ;  for  it  may  be  reasonably  doubled,  nvhether^ 
from  the  continual  habit  of  studying  these  slighter  emotions,  cer-^ 
tain  results,  having  a  tendency  to  erroneous  conclusions  in  philoso* 
phy,  do  not  of  necessity  follow.  For  first  it  seems  likely  that  the 
heart  itself  would  become  more  susceptible  of  emotion  from  slight 
causes  than  those  of  the  generality  of  men;  as  it  is  certain  that  the 
mind  of  the  artist,  or  the  connoisseur,  will  receive  the  most  exqui- 
site delight  from  parts  of  a  production,  which  leave  the  common 
observer  in  a  state  of  indifference.  Now  though  it  may  be  desi-«> 
rable  that  a  picture  should  contain  some  of  these  latent  beauties, 
yet  it  is  evident  that  the  artist  who  built  his  fame  entirely  upon 
them,  must  resign  his  claims  to  genius  for  the  reputation  of  mere 
9cienee,  and  can  never  aspire  to  the  praise  of  being  a  perfect 
painter. 

Again,  such  a  study  long  continued  can  scarcely  fail  of  attach- 
ing a  greater  degree  of  importance  to  the  emotions  so  raised, 
than  they  merit.  Whatever  we  dwell  upon  with  intenseness  and 
ardour  invariably  swells  in  our  conception  to  a  false  magni* 
tude;  indeed  this  is  implied  by  the  very  eagerness  of  our  pursuit; 
»nd  if  this  be  true  with  the  weed,  the  shell,  or  the  butterfly,  it  is 
evident  how  much  more  strongly  it  will  apply,  where  the  study  (as 
must  be  the  case  with  all  studies  conversant  about  the  operations 
of  the  soul)  unites  much  of  real  dignity  and  importance  as  the 
basis  on  which  to  build  the  exaggerations  of  partial  fondness.  The 
native  of  a  flat  country  gradually  swells  his  mole-hills  to  moun-' 
tains;  no  wonder  then,  if  by  constantly  beholding,  and  deeply  feel- 
ing the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  their  own  lakes,  Mr.  Coleridge  and 
bis  friends  have  learned  to  invest  every  part  with  a  false  appear- 
ance of  greatness;  if,  in  their  eyes,  every  stream  swells  to  a  river, 
every  lake  to  an  ocean,  and  every  headland,  that  breaks  or  oma^ 
ments  their  prospect^  assumes  the  awful  form  of  a  giant  promon- 
tory. But  what  is  still  worse,  the  habitual  examination  of  their 
own  feelings  tends  to  produce  in  them  a  variation  from  nature 
almost  amounting  to  distortion.  The  slight  and  subtle  workings  of 
the  heart  nuist  be  left  to  play  unobserved,  and  without  fear  of  ob- 
servation, if  they  are  intended  to  play  freely  and  naturally ;  to  be 
overlooked  is  to  be  absolutely  restrained.  The  man  who  is  for 
ever  examining  his  feet,  as  he  walks,  will  probably  soon  move  in  a 
stiff  and  constrained  pace ;  and  if  we  are  constantly  on  the  watch 
to  discover  the  nature,  order,  and  cause  of  our  slightest  emotions*, 
it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  they  will  operate  in  their  free 
.course  or  natural  direction. 

Now  if  we  are  justified  in  any  of  these  suppositions,  we  cannot 
wonder  that  to  a  large  portion  of  mankind  the  views^  of  nature  ex- 
hibited by  the  Lake  Poets,  and  their  own  feelings  with  the  excite- 
ment 
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ment  of  them,  should  often  appear  strained,  and  even  fictitious. 
The  majority  of  their  readers  have  passed  glow-worms  and  bird's- 
nests,  celandines  and  daisies,  without  any  emotion  lively  enough  to 
be  remembered;  and  they  are  surprised,  unfairly  perhaps,  biit  not 
unnaturally,  that  so  much  sensation  should  be  attributed  to  so  tri«- 
fling  a  cause.  They  lose  their  fellowship  of  feeling  with  the  poet^ 
and  are  therefore  9X  the  best  but  uninterested  by  the  poem. 

Another  source  of  peculiarities  in  the  poets  under  consideration 
is  the  particular  warmth  and  energy  of  their  feeling  in  the  contem- 
plation of  rural  scenery.  They  are  not  the  tasteful  admirers  of 
nature,  nor  the  philosophic  calculators  on  the  extent  of  her  riches, 
and  the  wisdom  of  her  plans;  they  are  her  humble  worshippers. 
In  her  silent  solitudes,  on  the  bosom  of  her  lakes,  in  the  dim  twi- 
light of  her  forests,  they  are  surrendered  up  passively  to  the  scenery 
around  them,  they  seem  to  feel  a  power,  an  influence  invisible  and 
indescribable,  which  at  once  burthens  and  delights,  exalts  and  purir 
fies  the  soul.  All  the  features  and  appearances  of  nature  in  their 
poetical  creed  possess  a  sentient  and  intellectual  being,  and  exert 
an  influence  for  good  upon  the  hearts  of  her  worshippers.  Nothing 
can  be  more  poetical  than  this  feeling,  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of 
this  school  that  their  very  excellences  are  carried  to  an  excess. 
Hence  they  constantly  attribute  not  merely  physical,  but  moral 
animation  to  nature.  Ocean  has  an  heart,  and  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  consequence,  all  the  passions  of  love,  pride,  joy,  &c. ; 
the  moon  is  at  one  time  merciful,  at  a  another  cruel,  at  one  time 
loves,  at  another  hates;  and  the  waves,  the  stgrs,  the  clouds,  th$ 
music  of  the  sky  are  all  friends  to  the  mariner.  These  are  to  be 
carefully  distinguished  from  the  common-places  of  poetry ;  to  say 
that  a  rivfr  kisses  its  banks,  or  that  the^ea  embraces  an  island  are 
but  metaphors  borrowed  from  physical  appearances,  and  bear  a 
broad  difference  from  passages  m  which  an  inanimate  being  per- 
forms an  external  action  in  obedience  to  some  internal  feeling. 

To  an  extension  or  rather  a  modification  of  tliis  last  mentioned 
principle  may  perhaps  be  attributed  the  beautiful  tenet  so  strongly 
inculcated  by  them  of  the  celestial  phrity  of  infancy.  '  Heaveo 
lies  about  us  in  our  infancy,'  says  Mr.  Wordsworth,  in  a  passage 
which  strikingly  exemplifies  the  power  of  imaginative  poetry ;  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  on  seeing  an  infant  asleep,  exclaims : — r 
*  Thou  smiFst  as  if  thy  thoughts  were  soaring 

To  heaven,  and  heaven's  God  adoring. 

And  who  cifn  tell  what  visions  high 

May  bless  an  infant's  sleeping  eye  !^ 

The  tenet  itself  is  strictly  imaginative;  its  truth,  as  matter  of  ^phi- 
losophy;  may  vj^ell  be  (k>ul>ted;  certaixily  in  ihe  exX^nX  in  which  > 
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they  take  it,  it  does  not  rest  on  Scripture  foundation,  und  may  seem 
to  be  contradicted  by  the  experience  of  every  mother,  who,  in  the 
wayward,  fretful ness  of  her  infant,  finds  constant  exercise  for  that 
unweariable  love  which,  seemingly  on  this  very  account,  the  Eter- 
nal Wisdom  has  so  wonderfully  implanted  in  her  breast.  Still, 
however,  we  hold  that  in  poetry  that  may  be  allowed  to  be  true 
which  accords  with  general  feeling. 

There  are  yet  a  few  points  of  no  common  importance  to  be 
noticed,  in  which  we  scruple  not  to  rank  the  Lake  Poets  above  all 
that  have  gone  before  them.  In  their  writings  the  gentle  and 
domestic  virtues  of  an  affectionate  heart  are  uniformly  exalted  above 
the  splendid  and  dangerous  heroism  which  has  been  too  generally 
the  theme  of  other  poets.  In  their  writings  women  are  drawn, 
as  they  deserve  to  be,  lofty  yet  meek ;  patient  and  cheerful ;  dutiful, 
affectionate,  brave,  faithful,  and  pious ;  the  pillars  that  adorn  and 
support  the  temple  of  this  life's  happiness. 

*  Playful  and  artless,  on  the  summer  wave 
Sporting  with  buoyant  wing,  the  fairy  scene 
With  fairest  grace  adorning,  but  in  woe, 
,  In  poverty,  in  soul-subduing  toils. 

In  patient  tending  on  the  sick  man's  bed, 
In  ministerings  bf  love,  in  bitterest  pangs 
Faithful  and  firm  ;  in  scenes  where  sterner  hearts 
Have  cracked,  still  cheerful  and  still  kind.' 

Lastly,  love  is  purified  from  the  grossness  of  passion :  it  is  idle 
to  say,  that  this  is  an  unattainable  exaltation;  all  models  should 
be  perfect,  though  man  remains  imperfect,  that  in  striving  to  reach 
what  is  impossible  we  may  attain  to  what  is  uncommon.  Love, 
with  the  L^ke  Poets,  becomes  what  he  should  be;  a  devout  spirit, 
purifying  the  soul,  and  worshipping  God  most  in  his  most  beau- 
teous or  his  most  noble  work.  ^ 

It  would  not  impair  the  authority  of  the  preceding  remarks  vtrere 
we  to  admit  that  they  do  not  apply  with  precisely  the  same  force  to 
the  writings  of  all  the  Lake  Poets.  It  appears  to  us  that  chance 
or  a  congenial  mode  of  thinking  has  l}rought  into  intimate  con- 
nection minds  of  very  distinct  powers  and  peculiarities.  Thus  a 
school  of  poetry  has  arisen  of  which  all  the  members  agree  in 
some  points,  but  differ  in  others ;  and  even  where  they  agree  in 
kind  they  sometimes  differ  in  degree.  In  examining  their  writings, 
therefore,  we  are  to  expect  a  general  resemblance  in  all,  which  yet 
shall  be  neither  so  strong  nor  universal  as  to  obliterate  a  peculiar 
character  in  each.  Mr.  Southey,  for  instance,  appears  to  us  more 
active,  and  playful,  than  those  with  whom  his  nanie  is  here  asso- 
ciated :   metaphysical  enough  to  gratify  the  vanity,  without  fa- . 
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tiguing  the  attention^  of  the  common  reader ;  rather  Sweetly  de- 
velopping  the  virtues  of  the  heart,  than  curiously  untwisting  the 
subtleties  of  the  mind;  diffusing  ovej:  his  whole  picture  a  co- 
louring more  grateful  and  soothing,  but  less  contrasted  with  strong 
light  and  shade ;  more  delightful  and  amiable,  more  curious  and 
ejccursive,  but,  on  the  wSole,  perhaps  possessing  less  of  that  touch- 
ing and  irresistible  power  which  incidentally  redeems  ihe  wilder 
eccentricities  of  his  friends. 

We  now  turn  to  the  poem  which  has  given  rise  to  the  preceding 
remarks,  in  which  we  think  the  defects  and  the  beauties  which 
have  been  noticed  as  characteristics  of  the  school  will  be  found 
to  be  strongly  exemplified. 

The  Marquis  Valdez,  a  nobleman  residing  on  the  sea  coast  of 
Grenada,  has  two  sons,  Alvar  and  Ordonio,  of  whom  the  first  be* 
ing  betrothed  to  Teresa,  an  orphan  ward  of  his  father,  departs  on 
his  travels.  At  their  parting  Teresa  had  bound  round  his  neck  her 
own  portrait,  with  a  solemn  promise  froni  him 

*  That,  save  his  own,  no  eye  should  e'er  behold  it 
Till  his  return. 

Ordonio,  who  had  conceived  a  passion  for  Teresa,  had  been  an 
nnperceived  witness  of  this  interview,  and  when,  at  the  expiration 
of  three  years,  Alvar's  return  was  expected,  he  sends  three  Mores* 
coes  to  waylay  and  assassinate  him.  To  Isidore,  one  of  the  three, 
^hose  life  he  had  spared  in  battle,  he  states  that  the  man  they  are  to 
murder  is  betrothed  to  a  lady  whose  affections  were  placed  on  him- 
self, and  whose  honour  had  been  surrendered  to  his  passion;  he  in- 
forms him-  also  of  the  picture  and  particularly  insists  on  that  as  the 
assurance  of  his  death.  Alvar  meets  the  assassins,  and  fights  so 
bravely  as  to  compel  them  to  a  parley ;  be  offers  Isidore  his  purse^ 
which  is  rejected,  he  then  exclaims, 

*  I  have  a  brother,  and  a  promised  wife, 
Who  make  life  dear  to  me  ;  and  if  I  fall 

That  brother  will  roam  earth  and  hell  for  vengeance. 
There  was  a  likeness  in  his  face  to  yours. 
I  ask'd  his  brother's  name ;  he  said  Ordonio, 
Son  of  Lord  Valdez !  I  had  well  nigh  fainted. 
At  length  I  said,  (if  that  indeed  I  said  it, 
And  that  no  spirit  made  my  tongue  its  organ,) 
That  woman  is  dishonoured  by  that  brother, 
And  he  the  man  who  sent  us  to  destroy  you. 
He  drove  a  thrust  at  jne  in  rage.     I  told  him 
He  wore  her  portrait  round  his  neck.     He  looked. 
Aye,  just  as  you  look  now,  only  less  ghastly  1 
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At  length,  recovering  from  his  trance,  he  threw 
His  sword  away,  and  bade  us  take  his  life — 
It  was  not  worth  his  keeping.* 

The  discovery  overcomes  the  spirit  of  Alvar;  he  surrenders  the 
-pledge,  which  had  lost  its  value,  and  proaiises  absence  and  secrecy 
Meantime  his  fate  is  variously  reported,  and  Ordonio,  assured  of  his 
death  by  the  picture,  roams  the  seas  in  a  pretended  search  of  him, 
and  returns  with  an  account  of  his  having  been  lost  in  a  storm. 
He  then  professes  his  love  for  Teresa,  who  still  cherishes  a  roman- 
tic hope  of  Alvar's  safety,  and  feels  the  strongest  aversion  to  Or- 
donio. Some  time  elapses,  during  which  Alvar  serves  under  <  the 
heroic  Maurice'  in  Belgium,  and  is  taken  prisoner.  Upon  hb  re- 
lease, he  determines  to  return  home,  still  feeding  a  visionary  hope 
that  Teresa  may  be  innocent,  and  determining,  at  all  events,  to 
awaken  remorse  in  the  breast  of  his  brother.  At  this  point  Ae 
drama  opens.  Alvar  lands  in  Grenada  disguised  as  a  Moresco^ 
chief,  and  meets  Teresa  on  the  sea  shore ;  he  converses  with  her 
without  disclosing -himself,  believing  her  innocent,  yet  convinced 
that  she  is  married  to  Ordonio.  At  this  interview  was  present  Al- 
hadra,  the  wife  of  Isidore,  who  had  come  to  solicit  Ordonio  to, 
rescue  her  husband  from  the  Inquisition  by  attesting  his  Christiani- 
ty ;  Ordonio  consents,  and  Isidore  is  released.  He  is  then  desired 
by  his  benefactor  to  assist  him  in  convincing  Teresa  of  Alvar** 
death.  He  is  to  act  the  part  of  a  wizard,  and,  at  the  end  of  a  so- 
lemn scene  of  enchantment,  to  produce  the  picture  as  the  last 
thing  which  Alvar  grasped  in  death.  Isidore  declines  the  task,  and 
recommends  the  stranger,  who  has  already  acquired  the  reputation 
of  a  sorcerer  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ordonio  visits  Alvar,  who 
agrees  to  perform  the  part,  and,  in  receiving  instructions,,  becomes 
fully  assured  of  Teresa's  innocence,  and  that  she  is  still  unmarried. 
The  scene  commences  with  mysterious  music  and  invocation  to  the 
spirit  of  the  departed,  but,  at  the  conclusion,  instead  of  the  por- 
ti*ait,  is  presented  the  picture  of  the  assassination  of  Alvar.  Or- 
donio has  just  time  to  exclaim, 

« the  traitor  Isidore !' 

when  th^  familiars  of  the  Inqubition  rush  in.  Valdez  and  Ordo- 
nio are  freed,  but  Alv^r  is  committed  to  a  dungeon  as  a  dealer  in 
magic.  Ordonio  now  determines  on  the  death  of  Isidore  and  the 
stranger.  He  lures  the  former  to  a  cavern  and  kills  him.  He  re- 
turns to  execute  his  revengj^  on  the  stranger,  who  had  just  been 
visited  and  recognised  by  Teresa.  An  animated  scene  ensues,  in 
which  Alvar  discovers  himself,  an^  rouses  in  Ordonio  the  strongest 
feelings  of  remorse.  In  the  midst  of  hb  agonies  Alhadra  enters 
with  a  band  of  Morescoes  to  avenge  the  death  of  her  husband, 
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andy  after  some  parley,  on  an  alarm  of  ^  Rescue  and  Valdez/  stab» 
Ordonio.  She  has  just  time  to  retire^  when  Valdez  appears  at  the 
head  of  the  armed  peasantry,  and  the  play  concludes. 

There  is  enough  of  incident  and  interest;  events  follow  each 
other  in  rapid  succession,  and  though  there  is  room  for  sentiment, 
it  is  not  made  to  supply  the  place  of  incident,  or  to  bear  the  bur- 
then of  the  play.  Neither  is  there  any  deficiency  of  marked  and 
accurately  drawn  character.  Isidore  is  invested  with  the  virtues 
and  vices,  which  are  so  often  found  allied  in  the  same  mind,  when 
oppression  compels  to  habitual  deceit,  when  the  moral  principles 
are  unsettled;  consenting  at  one  time  to  be  an  assassin. through 
gratitude,  yet  at  anqther  refusing  to  lend  himself  to  a  compara- 
tively innocent  artifice;  when  he  had  found  himself  once  deceived 
by  his  benefactor.  Aih^dra  too  possesses  some  decisive  features, 
exhibiting,  as  women  often  must  in  a  state  of  semi-barbarism, 
and  under  the  pressure  of  adversity,  many  of  the  virtues,  many 
of  the  faults,  and  none  of  the  graces  of  the  female  ^  character ; 
faithful  to  her  husband,  watchful  over  her  children,  bqt  implacable 
to  her  enemies.  Her  character  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  citing  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  strong  powers  which  Mr.  Coleridge  pos- 
sesses in  depicting  the  mind  under  feelings  of  the  most  acute  agony. 
She  is  describing  her  ?tate  of  mind  on  discovering  the  murder  of 
her  husband: 

1  stood  listening, 

Impatient  for  the  footsteps  of  my  husband  ! 
Naomi. — Thou  calledst  him  ? — 
Alhadra. — I  crept  into  the  cavern ; 

Twas  dark  and  very  silent,  (wildly J  What  saidst  thou  ? 

No,  no,  I  did  not  dare  call  Isidore, 

Lest  I  should  hear  no  answer,     A  brief  while 

Belike,  I  lost  all  thought  and  memory 

Of  that  for  which  I  came !     After  that  pause, 

0  heaven!  I  heard  a  grqan,  and  followed  it; 
And  yet  another  groan,  which  guided  me 
Into  a  strange  recess — and  there  was  light, 

A  hideous  light — his  torch  lay  on  the  ground ; 
Its  flame  burnt  dimly  o'er  a  chasm's  brink. 

1  spake,  and  whilst  I  spake,  a  feeble  groan  • 

Came  from  that  chasm !   It  was  his  last !  his  death-groan. 

Naomi, — Comfort  her,  Allah ! 

Alhadra, — I  stoOd  in  unimaginable  trance 
And  agony  that  cannot  be  remembered. 
Listening  with  horrid  hope  to  hear  a  groan  ! 
But  I  had  heard  his  last — my  husband's  death-groan. 

.Ordonio  however  is  evidently  the  poet's  favourite,  and  we  think 
jie  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  him.    It  is  difficult  to  velectrany  one 
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passage,  which  will  give  a  full  idea  of  the  various  yet  not  inconsistent 
peculiarities  of  his  character ;  they  are  collected  only  (and  this  we 
think  a  merit)  from  a  perusal  of  the  whole  poem.  In  the  follow-^ 
ing  extract  however,  where  he  is  preparing  himself  for  the  murder 
of  Isidore,  he  draws  the  prominent  features  of  his  character,  omit-* 
ting  at  the  same  time  the  brightest  traits  of  it.  The  scene  is  m  the 
cavern. 

Ordonio. — One  of  our  family  knew  this  place  well. 

Isidore, — Who  ?  when,  my  Lord  ? 

Ord, — What  boots  it,  who  or  when  ? 
Hang  up  thy  torch — I'll  tell  his  tale  to  thee. — 
He  was  a  man  different  from  other  men. 
And  he  despis'd  them,  yet  rever'd  himself. 

Isid, — What,  he  was  mad  ? 

Ord, — All  men  seem'd  mad  to  him ! 
Nature  had  made  him  for  some  other  planet, 
And  pressM  his  soul  into  a  human  shape 
By  accident  or  malice.     In  this  world 
He  found  no  fit  companion. 

/wV/.— Alas,  poor  wretch  ! 
Madmen  are  mostly  proud. 

Ord, — He  walk'd  alone. 
And  phantom  thoughts  unsought  for  troubled  him. 
Something  within  would  still  be  shadowing  out 
All  possibilities;  and  with  these  shadows 
His  mind  held  dalliance.     Once,  as  so  it  happened, 
A  fancy  cross'd  him  wilder  than  the  rest : 
To  this,  in  moody  murmur  and  low  voice, 
He  yielded  utterance,  as  some  talk  in  sleep. 
The  man,  who  heard  him — 

Why  didst  thou  look  round  ? — 

Isid, — I  have  a  prattler  three  years  old,  my  Lord! 
In  truth  he  is  my  darling.     As  I  went 
From  forth  my  door,  he  made  a  moan  in  sleep — 
But  lam  talking  idly — pray  proceed ! 
And  what  did  this  man? 

Ord, — With  his  human  hand 
He  gave  a  substance  and  reality       / 
To  that  wild  fancy  of  a  possible  thing — 
Well,  it  was  done ! — (then  very  wildly) 

Why  babblest  thou  of  guilt? 
The  deed  was  done,  and  it  passed  fairly  off. 
And  he  whose  tale  I  tell  thee — dost  thou  listen  ? 

Isid, — I  would,  my  lord,  you  were  by  my  fireside^ 
I'd  listen  to  you  with  an  eager  eye, 
Tho'  you  began  this  cloudy  tale  at  midnight* 
But  I  do  listen — ^pray  proceed,  my  lord. 
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OrJ.— Where  was  I  ? 

Isid. — He,  of  whom  you  tell  the  tale — 

Ord. — Surveying  all  things  with  a  quiet  scorn, 
Tam'd  himself  down  to  living  purposes, 
The  occupations  and  the  semblances 
Of  ordinary  men — and  such  he  seem'd. 

To  this  heartless  suspicion  and  contempt  of  allmen,  he  unites  a 
certain  degree  of  generosity  and  honour ;  and  when  he  finds  Isidore 
armed  and  prepared  to  meet  him,  he  joyfully  exclaims : 

*  Now  this  is  excellent,  and  warms  the  blood  ! 
My  heart  was  drawing  back ;  drawing  me  back 
With  weak  and  womanbh  scruples.     Now  my  vengeance 
Beckons  me  onwards  with  a  warrior's  mien, 
And  claims  that  life,  my  pity  robb'd  her  of. — 
Now  will  I  kill  thee,  thankless  slave,  and  count  it 
Among  my  comfortable  thoughts  hereafter.' 

He  strikes  us  as  bearing  in  many  points  a  strong  resemblance  to 
the  murderer  of  the  lamented  Perceval ;  in  his  moral  madness 
framing  a  new  code  of  action,  in  which  he  is  self-constituted  judge 
and  executioner,  and  by  which  the  most  dreadful  acts  of  vengeance 
stand  justified  of  guilt ;  feeling  indeed  at  times  the  tortures  of 
unperverted  conscience,  yet  neither  terrified  nor  subdued  and 
angry,  at  the  weaknesses  of  a  nature,  which  he  deems  unworthy  of' 
him. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  Ordonio ; 
but  we  pass  over  the  remainder  of  the  characters,  because  they  are 
either  slightly  drawn,  or  are  in  themselves  rather  interesting  and 
amiable,  than  strongly  marked  or  original.  But  we  do  not  con- 
sider this  as  a  defect  in  the  composition  of  the  play.  No  scene,  to 
be  natural,  should  be  exclusively  filled  with  prominent  characters ; 
indeed  these  are  qualities  which  may  be  said  to  exist  only  by  com- 
parison, and  certainly  cannot  have  their  due  efiect,  unless  they  are 
relieved  by  contrast. 

To  the  merits  of  incident  and  character,  we  have  to  add  the 
charm  of  a  rich  and  glowing  poetry.  Indeed  in  all  that  Mr.  Cole- 
ridge writes  are  to  be  observed  a  loftiness  and  purity  of  sentiment, 
a  picturesque  conception  of  imagery,  and  a  luxuriance  of  fancy, 
which  make  us  regret  that  he  has  so  much  abused  his  endowments. 
The  following  description  is  highly  poetical : 

*  The  morning  of  the  day  of  our  departure 
We  were  alone  :  the  purple  hue  of  dawn 
Fell  from  the  kindling  east  aslant  upon  us. 
And  blending^  with  the  blushes  on  her  cheek, 
Suffus'd  the  tear-drops  there  with  rosy  light; 
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There  seem*d  a  glory  round  uSy  and  Teresa 
The  angel  of  the  vision,* 

There  is  somediing  of  uncommon  richness  and  wildn^ss  of  fancy 
in  the  following  speech  of  Teresa : 

r-  *  There  are  woes 

111  bartered  for  the  garish  ness  of  joy. 
If  it  be  wretched  with  an  untir'd  eye,  ' 

To  watch  those  skiey  tints,  and  this  green  ocean  j 
Or  in  the  sultry  hour,  beneath  some  rock, 
My  hair  dishevelled  by  the  pleasant  sea-breeze, 
To  shape  sweet  visions,  and  live  o'er  again 
All  past  hours  of  delight.     If  it  be  wretched 
To  watch  some  bark,  and  fancy  Alvar  there, 
To  go  through  each  minutest  circumstance 
Of  the  blest  meeting,  and  to  frame  adventures 
X  Most  terrible  and  strange,  and  hear  him  tell  them  \ 

And  if  indeed  it  be  a  wretched  thing 
To  trick  out  mine  own  death-bed,  und  imagine 
That  I  had  died,  died  just  ere  his  return  ! 
Then  see  him  listening  to  my  constancy. 
Or  hover  round,  as  he  at  midnight  oft 
Sits  on  my  grave,  and  gazes  at  the  m(ion ; 
Or  haply  in  some  more  fantastic  mood. 
To  be  in  Paradise^  and  with  choice  flowers 
Build  up  a  bower,  where  he  and  1  might  dwell, 
And  there  to  wait  his  coming!     O  my  sire. 
If  this  be  wretchedness,  what  were  it,  think  you. 
If  in  a  most  assured  reality 
He  should  return,  and  see  a  brother's  infant 
Smile  at  him  from  my  arms  !' 
Highly,  however,  as  we  think  of  the  merits  of  the  Remorse,  we 
confess  we  are  rather  surprised  that  it  should  ever  have  been  popu* 
lar  on  the  stage.     The  plot  has  radical  errors,  and  is  full  of  impro- 
babilities.    It  is  improbable,  that  Teresa   should  not  recognise 
Alvar ;  it  is  improbable,  that  neither  Ordonio  nor  Isidore  should  . 
discover  him ;  it  is  improbable,  that  Alhadra  should  have  been  able 
to  collect  her  band  of  Morescoes  in  so  short  a  time ;  it  is  impro- 
bable, that  she  should  hava  penetrated,  undiscovered,  with  them,  to 
the  dungeon  in  the  castle ;  it  is  still  more  improbable,  that  she 
should  escape  with  them^  unmolested,  when  Valdez  and  his  pear- 
santry  must  have  been  in  the  very  entrance.    There  is  also  a  con-t 
siderable  awkwardness  in  the  conduct  of  the  plot;  between  the 
closing  of  each  act  and  the  opening  of  the  following  one,  more  of 
the  action  is  carried  on,  than  it  is  possible  by  any  stretch  of  imagina- 
tion to  suppose  natural.     We  do  not,  however,  build  upon  &ose 
errors  our  opinion,  that  the  play  is  not  likely  to  keep  possession  of 
tlie  stage.    We  know,  that  in  the  illusion  of  splendid  scenery,  and 
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the  bustle  of  representation,  greater  defects  than  these  mj^y  well  be 
overlooked ;  but  we  think  that  the  great  merits  of  the  Remorse  are 
precisely  those  which  in  representation  would  be  neglected,  or  ill 
miderstood  by  the  majority  of  spectators.  The  character  of 
Ordonio  is  the  masterly  conception  of  an  original  mind,  but  to  be 
duly  appreciated  it  must  be  not  merely  seen,  but  studied:  it  is 
strongly  marked  with  the  metaphysical  habits  jof  the  author;  and 
the  parts  mdst  be  compared  with  each  other,  and  with  the  whole, 
before  we  can  enter  into  the  poet's  own  ideas  of  Ordonio. 

Again,  the  poetry,  beautiful  as  it  is,  and  strongly  as  it  appeals  ia 
many  parts  to  the  heart,  is  yet  too  frequently  of  a  lofty  and  imagi- 
native character,  far  removed  from  the  ready  apprehension  of  com- 
mon minds.  We  consider  the  invocation  to  be  appropriate  and 
happy:  and  aided  by  music,  scenery,  and  the  solemn  feelings  that 
naturally  arise  on  such  occasions,  we  can  conceive  thai  the  whole 
effect  must  have  been  awful  and  imposing ;  but  how  few  of  the 
audience  would  comprehend  at  a  single  hearing  poetry  so  full  of 
mysterious  and  learned  allusion,  as  the  following  ! 

With  no  irreverent  voice,  or  uncouth  charm 
I  call  up  the  departed.     Soul  of  Alvar, 
Hear  our  soft  suit 

Since  haply  Uiou  art  one 
Of  that  innumerable  company, 
Who  in  broad  circle,  lovelier  than  the  rainbow, 
Girdle  this  round  earth  in  9>  dizzy  motion, 
With  noise  too  vast  and  constant  to  be  heard : 
Fitliest  unheard !  For  oh  ye  numberless 
And  rapid  travellers,  what  ear  unstunn'd. 
What  sense  iinmaddened  might  bear  up  against 
The  rushing  of  your  congregated  wings  !     [Music* 
Even  now  your  living  wheel  turns  o  er  my  head. 
Ye,  as  ye  pass,  toss^high  the  desert  sands 
That  roar,  and  whiten,  like  a  burst  of  waters, 
A  sweet  appearance,  but  a  dread  illusion 
To  the  parch'd  caravan,  that  roams  by  night. 
And  ye  build  upon  the  becalmed  waves 
That  whirling  pillar,  which  from  earth  to  heaven 
Stands  vast  and  moves  in  blackness,  &c. 

Throughout  the  play,  the  reader  who  is  at  all  conversant  with 
Shakspeare,  will  perceive  the  author's  ardent  admiration  of  the 
father  of  the  English  drama.  Mr.  Coleridge  is,  however,  noser- 
vile  copyist;  in  general  his  imitation  is  of  that  iudicious  kind 
which  is  felt  every  where,  and  seen  no  where,  a  likeness  of  the 
whole,  rather  than  a  copy  of  any  part ;  in  some  instances,  however, 
by  boldly  venturing  to  try  his  strength  with  his  great  master,  he 
forces  us  to  a  comparison  of  particular  passages  which  is  not 
favourable  to  him.  The  imitation,  for  example,  of  Hamlet's  pic- 
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ture  of  his  father  and  uncle^  though  not  without  sotaie  beautiful 
lineSy  appears  to  be  the  effort  of  an  injudicious  and  mistaken 
ambition.  Should  we  even  allow^  that  in  any  instance  of  this  sort 
Mr.  Coleridge  had  equalled  the  parallel  passage  in  Shakspeare^ 
this  would  not  in  any  way  affect  our  judgment  of  the  merits  of  the 
two  poets.  It  is  one  thing  to  invent,  another  to  imitate;  it  is  one 
thing  as  by  inspiration  to  throw  out  a  bright  passage,  which  shall 
become  a  text  in  the  mouths  of  all  men  for  ever,  and  another  to 
study  that  passage,  to  enlarge  its  beauties,  to  supply  its  defects,  to 
prutie  its  luxuriancies,  and  thus  at  length  produce  a  faultless  copy 
.of  an  imperfect  original.  Mr.  Coleridge  is  not  often  guilty  of 
this  fault ;  he  has  in  general  rather  given  us  the  character,  than  the 
features  of  Shakspeare.  For  these  and  many  other  excellences, 
which  our  limits  prevent  us  from  noticing,  we  will  venture  to 
recommend  the  Remorse  to  our  readers.  We  are  confident  of  its 
success  in  the  closet,  we  wish  we  could  be  as  sanguine  of  our  own, 
when  we  exhort  Mr.  Coleridge  to  a  better  application  of  the 
talents,  which  Providence  has  imparted  to  him.  He  iias  been 
long  before  the  public,  and  has  acquired  a  reputation  for  ability 
proportioned  rather  to  what  he  is  supposed  capable  of  perform- 
ing, than  to  any  thing  which  he  has  accomplished.  In  truth,  if 
life  be  dissipated  in  alternations  of  desultory  application,  and 
nervous  indolence,  if  scheme  be  added  to  scheme,  and  plan  to  plan, 
all  to  be  deserted,  when  the  labour  of  execution  begins,  the  greatest 
talents  will  soon  become  enervated,  and  unequal  to  tasks  of  com- 
parative facility.  We  are  no  advocates  for  book-making,  but 
where  the  best  part  of  a  life,  and  endowments  of  no  ordinary 
class  have  been  devoted  to  the  acquiring  and  digesting  of  informa- 
tion on  important  subjects,  it  is  neither  accordant  with  the  duty  of 
a  citizen  to  his  country,  nor  the  gratitude  of  a  creature  to  his  maker, 
to  suffer  the  fruits  of  his  labour  to  perish.  We  remember  the  say- 
in^of  the  pious  Hooker,  *  that  he  did  not  beg  a  long  life  of  God 
for  any  other  reason  but  to  live  to  finish  his  three  remaining  books 
of  Polity.'  In  this  prayer  we  believe  that  personal  views  of  fame 
had  little  or  no  concern ;  but  it  is  not  forbidden  us  to  indulge  a 
reasonable  desire  of  a  glorious  name  in  the  aftertime. 


Art.  XIII. — History  of  the  Azores,  or  Western  Islands;  contain'^ 
ing  an  Account  of  the  Government,  Lazes,  and  Religion;  the 
Manners,  Ceremonies,  and  Character  of  the  Inhabitants;  and 
demonstra/in^  the  Importance  of  these  valuable  Islands  to  the 
British  Empire,     London.     1813. 

nPHE  quality  possessed  by  the  magnet  of  attracting  iron  was  well 
T-    known  to  the  ancients;  but  when,  or  wheie,  or  by  whom  the 
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remarkable  property  of  its  polarity  was  first  discovered^  is  doomed, 
it  would  seem,  to  remain  aa  impenetrable  secret.  Nor  is  the  first 
application  of  this  quality  to  the  purposes  of  navigation-^a  circum- 
stance which  must  for  ever  rank  among  the  most  important  as  well 
as  wonderful  events  in  the  history  of  the  progress  of  human  know« 
ledge — better  known  to  us.  That  no  record  should  remain,  up 
trace  be  found,  of  the  success  or  failure  of  the  first  experiments-^ 
of  the  cautious  proceedings,  of  the  hopes  and  fears,  of  him  who 
first  '  launched  his  frail  bark  into  the  wild  ocean's  wave'  under  the 
directing  influence  of  this  extraordinary  instrument, — is  difficult  to 
be  conceived,  even  with  all  the  allowances  for  the  unenlightened 
times  in  which  it  was  made. 

If,  however,  a  hope  may  yet  be  indulged  that  any  such  record9 
are  in  existence,  they  must  unquestionably  be  sought  in  PortugaL 
It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  the  two  great  historians  of  the  nautical 
discoveries  of  that  nation,  Jean  de  Barros  and  Furiay  Sousa,  having 
bad  the  full  con^mand  of  all  the  requisite  documents  for  the  com- 
pilation of  their  respective  narratives,  would  not  have  overlooked 
so  extraordinary  a  discovery,  if  any  record  of  it  had  passed  through 
their  hands.  But  this  by  no  means  follows.  They  inquired  not 
beyond  the  facts  of  the  voyages  that  came  before  them.  And  ev^a 
in  recording  these,  it  was  too  much  the  fashion  of  writers  of  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  to  quote,  authorities  for  opinions 
but  not  for  facts;  if  it  was  maintained  that  *  fire  would  bum,  or 
water  drown,'  Pliny  was  called  upon  to  ^  vouch  for  the-  one,  and 
Galen  for  the  other;  but  an  historical  fact  was  to  be  taken  on  the 
simple  authority  of  the  author,  whom  indeed  they  rarely  conde- 
'  scended  to  name.  Of  the  lights  therefore  which  led  to  the^e  marir 
time  discoveries — the  spirit  in  which  they  were  undertaken  and 
persevered  in,  in  spite  of  the  numerous  difficulties  and  dangers  to 
be  encountered,  and  which  would  do  honour  to  any  age  or  nation — 
these  historians  convey  but  very  scanty  and  imperfect  information* 
The  preparatory  memoirs,  and  the  original  Journals  of  the  voyages, 
if  still  in  existence,  (of  which  we  h^ive  little  doubt,)  would  afibrd 
materials  for  one  of  the  most  curious  and  instructive  histories  of 
the  early  progress  of  maritime  and  geographical  knowledge  that 
bas  yet  been  exhibited ;  and  we  cannot  l\elp  thinking  that  this  de- 
sideratum in  literature  might  yet  fall  to  the  share  of  some  of  our 
countrymen  who  have  been  the  means  of  preserving  the  existence 
6f  that  ancient  kingdom,  if  a  proper  search  M'ere  set  about  at  this 
moment.  We  venture  to  3ay  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Portugueze  government.  Any  intelligent  and  respect- 
able Englishman,  well  acquainted  with  the  language  of  the  country, 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  access  to  the  public  records  :  the 
object  of  the  research,  so  flattering  to  the  natioit,  would  of  itself 
ensure  every  assistance. 
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The  fortitude  and  perseverance  of  the  people  '  who,*  as  Doctof 
Vincent  has  justly  observed,  *  completed  for  the  veorld  the  greatest 
discovery  that  navigation  has  yet  to  boast  of,'  must  command  the 
admiration  of  all  nations  and  all  ages.  It  is  that  perseverance  vvhich 
gives  a  colour  to  the  argument  of  their  sovereign  having  procured 
some  previous  knowledge  that  a  passage  to  India  did  exist  round 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  This,  however,  could  not  have  been 
obtained,  as  some  suppose,  from  the  Moors  of  Africa,  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact  after  the  conquest  of  Ceuta.  The  knowledge 
of  the  Arabs  on  the  west  side  of  Africa  extended  no  farther  than 
the  great  desert  of  Saara,  and  on  the  east  was  limited  to  Sofala;  all 
beyond  these  limits  was  supposed  to  terminate  in  the  *  m^re 
tenebrosum.'  It  appears,  indeed,  from  the  account  of  tlie  voyages 
of  Abu  Zeid  al  Hasan  to  India  and  China,  in  the  ninth  century^ 
that,  from  the  wreck  of  an  Indian-built  ship  found  on  the  coast  of 
Syria,  his  countrymen  inferred  there  must  be  a  communication 
between  the  Indian- Ocean  and  the  Mediterranean,  ^a  thing,'  says 
he,  *  quite  unknown  to  those  who  lived  befor-e  us ;'  they  thought, 
however,  that  this  communication  was  round  the  *  country  of 
China,  and  of  Sila,  the  uttermost  parts  of  Turkestan  and  the  country 
of  the  Chozars/  (Czars). 

It  is  far  more  probable,  that  whatever  information  the  Portu- 
gueze  possessed,  was  derived  from  'the  Venetian  school,  at  that 
time  the  seat  of  maritime  science.  We  know  from  Barros,  and 
the  fact  is  corroborated  \yy  ^andido  Lusitano,,  that  Prince  Henry 

Srocured,  with  much  expense  and  difficulty,  a  certain  Jacomo  of 
lajorca  to  teach  the  art  of  navigation  and  also  the  construction 
of  mathematical  instruments  and  geographical  charts,  for  all  of 
which  he  was  in  those  days  much  celebrated ;  and  we  also  find 
that  in  1444  diis  prince  employed  Luiz  Cadamosto,  a  noble  Vene- 
tian, in  prosecuting  his  discoveries ;  and  a  record  still  remains  in 
the  monastery  of  St.  Michael  di  Murano,  at  Venice,  of  Alphonso 
V.  of  Portugal  having  ordered  a  copy  to  be  made  of  the  famous 
map  of  Fra  Mauro  deposited  there,  in  which  Africa  is  termi- 
nated on  the  south  by  '  Cape  Diab*,  and  a  note  inserted,  stating 
the  report  of  a  ship  from  India  having  passed  the  extreme  point 
south  2000  miles  towards  the  West  and  S.  W.  in  the  year  H^O^ 
The  date  of  this  map  is  1459,  twenty-seven  years  previous  to  thef 
voyage  of  Diaz  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

No  mention,  however,  of  this  map  is  made  by  the  early  Portu-' 
gueze  writers;  they  do  not  even  inform  us,  whether,  in  their  Afri- 
can discoveries,  which  commenced  in  1415,  they  were  assisted  by 
the  compass,  though  the  probability  is  that  they  were  in  possession 
of  this  instrument,  as  in  1418  they  discovered  Porto  Santa,  and 
the  following  year  returned  and  took  possession  of  the  island  of 
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Madeira,  tke  accidental  discovery  of  which  they  attribute  to  one 
Macham,  an  Euglishman,  so  fai^  back  as  1344. 

The  exact  periods  in  which  the  several  islands  forming  the  clus- 
ter called  the  Azores  were  discovered,  are  not  precisely  known. 
The  best  account  that  we  have  met  with  is  given  by  Candido  Lusi- 
tano,  in  the  life  of  Don  Henry  of  Portugal,  writteti  in  the  Portu- 
gueze  language,  from  which,  aa  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  it  has 
never  been  translated,  and  consequently  is  very  little  known.  It  is 
there  stated  that,  in  the  year  1431,  Don  Henry  directed  Francisco 
tSonzalo  Velho  Cabral  (a  gentleman  of  good  family)  *  to  sail  to- 
wards the  setting  sun,  and  on  discovering  an  island,  to  return  with 
an  account  of  it.'  Cabral  proceeded  in  the  course  directed,  and 
discovered  certain  rocks  which,  from  their  number,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  clustered  together,  he  called  the  FormigaSy  or 
ants,  but  finding  nothing  else,  returned  much  disappointed  to  Don 
Henry. 

The  prince,  far  from  being  discouraged,  dispatched  Velho  again 
the  following  year,  assuring  him  that  near  the  Formigas  he  would 
not  fail  to  meet  with  an  island.  *  Some  persons,'  says  Lusitano, 
*  were  inclined  to  attribute  the  confidence  with  which  the  prince 
spoke^  to  divine  inspiration ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  attribute  it  to  the  prince's  having  received  from  his  brother,  Don 
Pedro,  on  his  return  from  his  travels,  a  map  of  the  worldJ  Ca- 
bral again  set  sail,  and  on  the  15th  August,  143^,  fell  in  with  an 
idand  which  he  named  Santa  Maria.  The  prince  was  delighted  at 
bis  return,  and  conferred  the  lordship  of  it  on  the  discoverer. 

St.  Mary's  had  been  peopled  and  cultivated  some  years,  when 
a  runaway  negro  discovered,  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  land 
that  did  not  belong  to  the  island ;  with  an  accoitnt  of  which  he 
ventured  to  return  to  his  master.  The  truth  of  the  story  was  soon 
ascertained,  and  the  information  speedily  communicated  to  the 
prince,  *  mho  found  that  the  thing  agreed  with  his  old  map,^  Oh 
the  8th  May,  1444,  Velho  landed  on  the  island  and  gave  it  the 
name  of  St.  Michael. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  accompany  the  author  in  the  suc- 
cessive discoveries  of  the  other  islands ;  they  followed  as  matters  of 
course.  We  may  observe,  however,  that  if  any  credit  is  due  to 
Lusitano,  Prince  Henry  must  have  had  in  his  possession,  previously 
to  Cabral's  first  voyage,  a  map  in  which  some  or  all  of  these  islands 
were  marked  down;  and  consequently  that  they  must  have  been 
known  before  the  discovery  of  the  Formigas  in  1431.  Such 
a  map  is  reported  to  have  been  brought  by  Don  Pedro,  Henry's 
brother,  from  his  travels,  on  which,  according  to  the  Historia 
Genealogica  de  Real  Caza  Portugese,  he  set  out  in  1424, 
and  returned  in  1428.     H«  visited  the  courts  of  tfa«  Grand  Turk 
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and  the  Sultan  of  Babylon  4  from  whence  he  returned  to  Rome: 
he  thence  proceeded  to  the  court  of  the  Emperor  Sigismond ;  vi- 
sited Hungary,  Denmark,  and  England,  where  he  was  invested  bj 
Henry  VI.  with  the  ordpr  of  the  garter.  He  was  also  well  received 
by  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  of  Arragon. 

Whether  he  touched  at  Venice  is  not  mentioned;  but  if  so,  h# 
might  there  have  found  maps  of  all  the  known  world  up  to  that  pe- 
riod. The  earliest  however  that  we  know  of^  is  that  of  Andrea 
Bianco,  deposited  in  the  library  of  St.  Mark,  which  bears  the  date 
of  1436,  and  on  which  all  the  western  islands  are  laid  down.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that,  unless  these  islands  were  subsequently  in- 
serted on  this  map,  there  must  have  been  other  maps  which  con- 
tained them,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  any  of  the  islands,  except- 
ing Santa  Maria,  from  which  Bianco  must  have  copied. 

If  any  documents  should  remain  of  Velho's  voyage,  they  could 
not  fail  of  being  highly  interesting.  The  islands  themselves,  how- 
ever, possessed  no  peculiar  interest,  being  without  human  inhabitants. 
They  are  described  as  abounding  with  such  flocks  of  hawks  that  the 
Agores,  or  Hawk  Islands,  were  considered  as  their  appropriate^ 
appellative.  Carnivorous  animals  are  rarely  gregarious,  and  in  the 
absence  of  all  quadrupeds,  (and  none  were  found  on  the  islands,)  one 
can  hardly  discover  the  inducement  for  this  assemblage.  Perhaps, 
instead  of  hawks,  we  may  set  them  down  for  auks,  or  Manx  puffins^ 
whose  crooked  bills  might  have  deceived  the  navigator;  be  this  aait 
may,  the  name  of  A§ores  will  remain  to  them  in  perpetuity. 

All  the  accounts  of  these  islands  from  the  earliest  voyages  and 
travels,  do^vn  to  the  present  day,  are  uncommonly  jejune  and 
barren.  No  naturalist,  except  Masson,  and  his  knowledge  was 
principally  confined  to  botany,  has  yet  visited  them  with  a  view  of 
inquiring  into  their  natural  history.  No  geologist  to  examine  the 
volcanic  products  of  which  they  are  wholly  composed,  and  those 
remarkable  changes  that  have  taken  place  on  their  surfaces,  or  in 
the  surrounding  part  of  the  ocean,  since  their  discovery,  by  the 
agency  of  subterranean  fire ;  but  from  their  present  appearance,  and 
the  testimonies  of  various  witnesses,  we  may  safely  pronounce 
fhem  to  be  the  most  recent  act  of  creation  in  the  western  world ; 
and,  on  this  account,  the  more  interesting. 

Mr.  Masson,  in  his  short  but  interesting  view  of  St.  MichaeFs, 

Jublished  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1777,  says  the  in- 
abitants  have  a  tradition,  that  when  the  island  was  first  disco- 
vered there  was  an  extraordinary  high  peak  near  the  west  end;  on 
the  second  visit  it  had  disappeared.  This  circumstance  is  particu- 
larly mentioned  by  Don  Henry's  biographer.  The  pilot  who  car- 
ried Velho  to  the  island  was  the  same  who  ascertained  the  truth  of 
the  negro's  story  the  preceding  year.    He  had  then  observed  that 
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there  rose  a  high  peakted  mountain  on  the  east  end  and  ^mother  on 
the  west  end  of  the  island.  Now^  however,  one  peak  only  was  vi- 
mble,  and  he  therefore  concluded  that  it  was  a  new  island.  On 
{Approaching  the  harbour,  they  ascertained  it  to  be  the  same  they 
had  before  visited,  but  they  found  it  much  altered,  and  the  landing 
place  obstructed  by  fragments  of  rock.  The  trees  and  other  wreck 
floating  in  the  sea  plaiiody  indicated  that,  in  their  absence,  a  violent 
convulsion  of  nature  had  taken  place;  and  it  was  afterwards  found 
that  one  of  the  peaks  had  completely  disappeared,  and  that  valleys 
and  plains  occupied  its  site. 

In  1638,  a  new  island  rose  near  St.  Michael's,  but  gradually  sub- 
jBided  till  it  was  lost  totally.     Another  was  thrown  up  between 
Terceira  and  St.  Michael's,  in  1720,  which  also  gradually  sunk  be- 
low the  surface.     Of  these  new  creations  we  have  a  very  recent  in- 
stance detailed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1812,  by  an 
eye-witness  to  whom  every  credit  is  due.     Captain  Tillard,  of  His 
Majesty's  ship  Sabrina,  on  approaching  tlie  island  of  St.  Michael 
on  the  12th  June,  1811,  perceived   a  lar^e  body  of  smoke  on 
the  surface  of  the  sea.     He  landed  at  Ponta  del  Gada ;  and  learning 
that  it  was  a  volcano  which  had  commenced  two, days  before,  he  rode 
on  the  14th  to  the  N.  W.  end  of  th^e  island,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Read,  the  British  consul,  from  the  steep  cliff  of  which  it  was  dis- 
tant not  more  than  a  mile.     Out  of  a  circular  cloud  revolving  on 
the  surface  like  a  horizontal  wheel,  presently  there  shot  forth,  in 
spiral  forms,  several  successive  columns  of  black  cinders,  ashes, 
and  stones,  each  of  greater  velocity  than  that  which  preceded  it,  and 
overtopping  one   another  till  the  altitude  w^s  as  great  above  the  eye 
of  the  spectators  on  the  cliff  (about  400  yards)  as  the  sea  was  be- 
low it.    These  columns,  on  attaining  their  greatest  elevation,  burst, 
like  a  sky-rocket,  into  various  branches,   *  resembling  a  group  of 
pines;  these  forming  themselves  into  festoons  of  white  feathery 
smoke,  in  the  most  beautiful  manner  imaginable,  intermixed  with 
the  finest  particles  of  falling  ashes  which,  at  one  time,  assumed  the 
appearance  of  innumerable  plumes  of  black  and  white  ostrich  fea- 
thers, surmounting  each  other ;  at  another,  that  of  the  light  wavy 
branches  of  a  weeping  willow.'    The  volcano  was  now  four  days 
old;  the  depth  of  the  sea,  at  the  spot,  thirty  fathoms ;  a  point  of 
land  began  gradually  to  raise  itself  above  the  surface;  and  in  three 
hours  after  their  arrival,  a  complete  crater  was  formed,  apparently 
of  four  ^  or  five  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  and  its  highest  side  about 
twenty.  .    r^. 

On  the  l6th,  the  eruptions  still  continuing,  Captain  Tillard  put 
to  sea.  On  the  4th  July,  he  returned,  and  found  a  newly  formed 
island,  the  highest  part  of  which  was  about  240  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  the  depth  of  which,  at  30  or  40  yards  from  the  beach, 
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was  25  fathoms.  The  circumference  of  the  island  was  about  a 
mile.  The  side  of  the  crater  next  to  St.  Michael's  had  fallen  iii, 
and  the  boiling  water  was  emptying  itself  into  the  sea  in  a  stream 
of  about  six  yards  wide^  between  two  causeways.  Captain  Tillard 
landed  on  the  narrow  beach  of  black  ashes,  but  found  the  sides  too 
steep,  and  indeed  too  hot  to  admit  of  his  proceeding  more  than  a 
few  yards  up  the  ascent.^  He  succeeded,  however,  in  reaching  th€ 
cliff  on  one  side*  of  the  opening,  and  planting  the  union  flag,  nekr 
which  he  left  a  bottle,  sealed  up,  containing  a  brief  account  of  th« 
date  and  formation  of  the  island  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Sa- 
brina.* 

The  whole  group  of  islands,  but  that  of  St.  Michael  in  parti- 
cular, have  more  of  the  European  character  than  Madeira.    Th» 
climate  is  delightful,  possessing  that  happy  temperature  which  nei- 
their  relaJces  the  human  frame  by  an  excess  of  warmth,  nor  cramps 
its  energies  by  chilling  cold.    The  greatest  heat  rarely  raises  the 
ttiercury  in  FahrenheiPs  thermometer  above  7B^,  and  as  rarely  is  it 
depressed  by  cold  to  60^.    The  quantity  of  rain  that  falls  is  nt>t 
more  than  the  temperature  and  the  bibulous  nature  of  a  soil  mostly 
consbting  of  pulverized  pumice-stone  and  other  decomposed  lavas 
require,  for  the  preservation  and  promotion  of  the  various  vegetable 
tlfibes  which  flourish  here  in  boundless  luxuriance.    The  orange 
and  the  apple,  the  peach  and  the  fig,  the  pear  and  the  pomegra- 
nate thri\4  equally  well  by  the  side  of  each  other.    The  plains  are. 
divided  into  corn-fields  and  pastures,  orchards  and  vineyards,  and 
inclosed  with  hedse-rows  or  stone-walls  as  in  England,  and  the  hills 
are  clothed  witn  the  erica  vulgariSf  or  common  heath ;  here  too  Vire 
find,  what  is  rarely  met  with  out  of  England,  good  roads  of  commu- 
nication between  the  several  towns  on  the  island.    These  are  Ponta 
del  Gada,  containing  about  ]2,(X)0  inhabitants;  Ribeira  Grande, 
>  the  same  number ;  and  Villa  Franca,  besides  several  smaller  towns 
and  hamlets,  and  a  number  of  beautiful  villas  scattered  over  the 
island — the  whole  population  of  which  has  been  estimated  at  80,0(X) 
souls.     All  the  cities,  towns^  and  hamlets  are  well  supplied  with 
streams  of  clear  water  trickling  down  the  mountains'  sides,  which 
are  finely  skirted  with  walnuts,  chesnuts,  poplars,  and  other  lai^ 
trees,  and  with  the  evergreen  myrtle,  laurel,  and  bilberry,  called  here 
uva  deserra  or  mountain  grape. 

The  chief  produce  df  the  island  b  fruit,  wine,  wheat,  barley, 
maize,  or  Indian  com,  pulse  of  various  kinds,  yams,  roots,  and  the 
ordinary  vegetables  of  Europe.  There  is  no  harbour  for  shipping, 
but  an  open  roadstead,  not  dangerous,  as  ships  can  put  to  sea  from 
it  in  all  weathers.     The  only  manufactures  are  of  linen,  woollen, 

and  earthen-ware. 
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The  Caldeirat,  or  cauldrons  of  boiling  water,  situated  in  a  beauti- 
ful vale  called  Furnas,  are  exceedingly  curious,  llie  whole  vale  is 
obviously  the  crater  of  a  volcano.  The  principal  one  is  a  bason  of 
about  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  in  which  the  water  bubbles  up  with 
prodigious  fury.  In  various  parts  of  this  valley,  within  the  lake, 
and  in  the  sides  of  the  surrounding  mountains,  boiling  water  and 
steam  constantly  rush  forth,  in  which  the  inhabitants  dress  their  ^ 
yani3.  <  In  other  places,'  says  Mr.  Masson, '  a  person  would  think 
that  a  hundred  smiths'  bellows  were  blowing  all  together.'  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  hot  springs,  and  close  to  some  cold  mineral 
springs,  by  which  they  can  be  tempered,  bathing-houses  have  been 
erected  for  the  use  o^the  sick^  and  infirm,  who  seldom  fail  to  re- 
ceive considerable  relief  from  them.  Considering,  indeed,  the  ad- 
vantages of  climate,  productions  and  proximity  to  Europe,  we  are 
inclined  to  think  that  there  is  scarcely  a  spot  on  the  globe  better  cal- 
culated for  the  accommodation  6i  invalids  than  St.  Michaels. 
Those  chilling  easterly  blasts,  which  are  equally  pernicious  to  4he 
animal  and  vegetable  functions,  and  frequently  destructive  to  both, 
are  almost  ur>known.  The  prevailing  winds  blow  from  the  south 
and  west ;  and  as  in  the  poet's  Elysium, 

*  Here  from  the  breezy  deep  the  blest  inhale 
The  fragrant  murmurs  of  the  western  gale.'  - 

Fayal,  next  to  St.  Michael,  is  most  visited  by  navigators,  as  from 
theuce  is  shipped  the  wine  which' is  prddnced  on^. the  island  of  Pico, 
and  which  amounts  to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  pipes  annually. 
Almost  the  whole  produce  of  the  latter  island  is  wine,  which  8U[>- 
ports  a  population  not  far  short  of  30,000.  Fayal,  which  contains 
not  above  half  that  mimber,  is  chiefly  cultivated  with  corn,  maize 
and  fruits.  The  capital,  before  which  there  is  a  good  roadstead 
for  shipping,  stands,  like  Funchal  in  Madeira,  at  the  foot  of  an  am- 
phitheatre of  mountains,  finely  crested  with  the  various  forest  trees 
common  to  the  islands,  abd  with  coppices  of  myrtles,  growing  with 
wild  luxuriance  among  the  aspins  and  the  ever  verdant  Faya^  from 
which  the  island  derives  its  name.  This  beautiful  plant,  the  cnly 
one  of  the  arborescent  kind  common  to  these  islands  and  Madeira, 
Is  described  by  Masson  in  the  Hortus  Kewensis  under  the  name  of 
Myrica  Fay  a;  is  mistaken  by  Forster  for  a  beech,  which  in  fact  the 
Qame  implies  in  the  Portugueze  language,  and  by  Adamson,  a  re- 
spectable botanist,  for  an  arbutus,  which,  by  a  second  mistake,  he 
says  the  Portugueze  call  Fa^a* 

Terceira,  the  seat  of  government,  is  larger  than  Pico  or  Fayal,  but 
not  much  frequented  by  strangers ;  it  produces  the  same  articles  as 
St.  Michael's  and  Fayal,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  small 
bullocks,  kids,  hogs,  and  sheep,  all  which  are  indeed  common  to  the 
rest,  llie  population  is  about  25,000  souls.  St.  George,  Gra- 
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ciosa^  Sta.  Maria^  Flores^and  Corvo  are  less  known  than  the  others  ; 
their  produce  is  the  same,  and  their  united  population  about 
20,(X)0,  making  the  number  of  the  whole  group  about  170,000  souls. 
The  inhabitants  are  in  comfortable  circumstances,  industrious, 
frugal,  and  contented.  No  lazy  beggars  infest  the  streets,  as  in 
JMadeira,  and  the  climate  is  so  fine,  and  the  soil  so  productive,  that 
provisions  are  at  all  times  abundant  and  reasonable. 

We  have  giveh  pretty  nearly  the  substance  of  all  that  is  known  of 
this  little  group  of  islands,  and  which,  short  as  the  distance  is 
from  the  shores  of  Europe,  amounts  not  to  that  degree  of  infor- 
mation which  we  possess  of  the  most  recent  discoveries  in  the 
South  Sea.  It  was  not  therefore  without  a  considerable  degree 
of  pleasure,  that  we  took  up  a  volume  devoted  to  the  *  His- 
tory of  the  Azores ;'  a  fair  and  full-sized  quarto,  hot-pressed, 
cream-coloured,  and  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Moira,  by  Captain 
T.  A.  of  the  Light  Dragoons,  with  a  *  preface  by  the  editor  Jos, 
T.  Haydn ;'  and  specially  addressed,  in  a  series  of  letters,  to  *  a 
member  of  the  British  parliament,'  who,  among  his  numerous  good 
qualities,  is  said  to  be  gifted  with  '  that  lucid  arrangement  which, 
by  happily  grouping  particulars,  fixes  them  on  the  retina  of  the  in- 
tellect,' and  with  *  that  elegant  copiousness  of  diction  as  becomes 
the  leader  of  a  band  of  patriots.'  All  these  circumstances  \ve 
considered  as  claims  upon  our  attention.  We  confess,  howeverjj 
that  we  were  rather  startled  at  the  '  plan  of  political  philo- 
sophy' with  which  the  '  Captain  of  Light  Dragoons'  opens  his 
correspondence  with  this  '  leader  of  a  band  of  patriots.'  It  is 
nothing  less  than  *  urging  the  honour  and  propriety  of  making 
these  islands  our  own  ,•'  a  species  of  transfer  which  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  say  will  not  only  *  form  a  glorious  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  British  empire,'  but  if  brought  to  bear,  by  his  in- 
strumentality, will  transmit  to  posterity  the  name  of  the  patrio- 
tic senator,  '  as  the  founder  of  a  new  state.'  And  though  he 
seems  to  entertain  but  little  hope  that  this  profound  plan  will  be' 
prosecuted  from  *  any  romantic  principles  of  generosity  on  the 
part  of  England,'  he  thinks  an  appeal  *  to  her  interest'  may  lead 
to  the  execution  of  it,  *  as  a  wise  measure  to  augment  our  re- 
venue.' Among  the  many  advantages  enumerated,  there  is  one 
for  which  the  presents  inhabitants  must  be  very  thankful,  it  is 
that  of  *  making  the  Azores  supply  the  use  of  Botany  Bay,'  an 
event  which  the  eloquent  editor  assures  us  will  certainly  happen 
*  when  the  beams  of  liberty  and  justice,  of  liberality  and  happiness, 
radiating  from  Britain,  shall  illuminate  these  islands.'  But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  plea  of  that  convenient  system  which  seizes  upon  the 
property  of  others  on  the  principle  of  political  expediency,  *  th^ 
Azoreans  (we  are  told)  are  impatient  of  tyranny,  and  only  awaiting 
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the  signal  to  throw  oflf  the  yoke/  If  this  were  true,  it  would 
scarcely  justify  the  attempt,  we  suspect ;  but  unluckily  for  this  pro- 
found speculation  in  political  robbery,  the  worthy  captain  is  totally 
mistaken.  The  Portugueze  colonists  are  every  where,  and  here 
more  particularly,  attached  to  the  mother  country.  When  Portu- 
gal was  united  to  Spain,  the  Azoreans  declared  their  resolution  to 
preserve  their  allegiance  to  their  legitimate  sovereign  Don  Anto- 
nio, and  were  only  compelled  to  submit  to  the  Spaniards  by  main 
fprce. 

Dismissing  therefore  the  politics  of  the  dragoon  officer,  we  pro- 
ceed, in  the  hope  of  according  with  his  views  in  the  more  harmless 
topics  that  fall  under  the  heads  of  history,  description,  and  science; 
and  we  do  it  with  the  more  confidence  as  he  very  seriously  assures 
us,  that  he  has  been  at  unusual  pains  '  to  preserve  the  dignity  of 
the  historical  character,'  that  *  truth  and  reason  wave  their  sceptre 
over  his  intellect  with  imperious  dominion,'  and  that  '  his  fidelity 
shall  appear  in  every  page.' 

This  *  History  of  the  Azores'  we  perceive  is  conducted  on  a  new 
principle.  It  is  neither  compiled  from  written  documents,  nor  from 
oral  tradition,  but  is  entirely  executed  by  himself.  Indeed,  he  had 
no  other  resource,  *  being,'  as  he  says,  *  cast  upon  his  own  observa- 
tion;' and  he  therefore  proudly  observes,  that  his  worit  *  cannot  be^ 
obscured  by  literary  lumber,  or  filled  with  trash  already  imposed 
upon  the  public  ;'  *  because,'  says  he,  ^  I  have  made  the  most  wide 
and  diligent  research,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  collector  collate 
a  single  page  on  the  subject.  No  traveller,  no  geographer,  no  histo- 
rian has  deigned  to  notice  these  islands.'  We  are  inclined  however 
to  think,  that  had  he  consulted  Ramusio,  or  Hacklu}^  or  Harris, 
or  Churchill,  or  Astley,  or  the  more  modem  relations  of  Adan- 
son,  Cook,  Forster,  Masson,  &c.  he  might  have  *  collected  and  col- 
lated' a  great  number  of  pages.  He  did  indeed  look  into  *  Hawkes- 
wortfc,  Barrow,  and  other  circumnavigators!  into  Guthrie,  and 
other  geographers  /'  also  into  a  large  quarto  trork  which  he  pro- 
cured from  Lord  Strangford,  but  of  which  he  made  no  use,  having* 
discovered  it  to  be  the  production  of  *  a  visionary  priest ;'  and  he 
has  a  mortal  antipathy  against  the  whole  genus  of  priests,  which, 
with  a  taste  for  arrangement  worthy  of  the  great  Linnaus  himself, 
he  distributes  into '  nests  of  hornets,  shoals  of  locusts,  and  swarms  of 
drones.'  The  world  therefore,  he  roundly  asserts,  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  volume,  knew  *  nothing  more  of  the  Azores  than 
that  they  extend  from  37°  to  39''  45'  N.  lat.  and  from,  Qd""  to  si"" 
West  long.: — that  they  are  in  the  midway  between  Europe  and 
America,  and  that  they  are  nine  in  number.' 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the  bold  and  lofty  style  in 

which  we  are  introduced  to  the  view  of  these  islands.  *  St.  Michael's 
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right  a-head ;  Terceira  on  the  larboard,  and  St.  Mary  on  the  starboard 
boWy  with  Pico  and  Fayal  on  the  larboard  quarter/  It  reminds  us 
of  Mr,  Shandy'b  eloquent  harangue  oa  death — ^  i^ilgiua  was  behind 
me,  M^ara  was  before,  Pyrajus  on  the  right  hand,  Corinth  on  the 
left;'  and  we  were  not  much  less  puzzled  than  Uncle  Toby  was, 
to  find  out  where  the  Captain  of  Light  Dragoons  could  have  seen 
all  this,  till  the  views  of  Del  Gada  and  Villa  Franca,  pilfered  from, 
Mr.  Read's  map  of  St.  Michael's,  suggested  to  us  the  certainty  of 
his  having  had  recourse  to  that  or  some  other  chart  of  the  cluster 
of  islands  for  this  description,  being  morally  certain  that  there  is  no 
one  point  in  the  Atlantic  from  which  so  many  of  then^  could  be 
seen  even  from  the  poop  of  a  first  rate  man  of  war. 

Passing  over  the  ^  ramified  pillars  of  basaltes'  which  appeared 
on  the  beach  of  St.  Michael's,  and  his  '  obvious  calculation'  bj 
which  it  is  proved  that  the  '  naked  lava  rock  is  more  productive  than 
the  richest  arable  lands,'  we  are  fairly  brought  to  a  stand,  by 
an  orchard  of  orange  trees  planted  in  lava  '  m  the  quinc-qunx 
manner,'  where  *  each  tree  bore  from  40  to  60,000  oranges.  The 
average  produce  of  a  full  grown  tree  is  from  one  to  five  thousand. 
A  tree  belonging  to  the  prior  of  Del  Gada  is  indeed  said  to  have 
yielded  one  year  the  extraordinary  number  of  20,000  oranges ;  but 
this  was  looked  upon  as  a  prodigy. 

In  the  small  vale  of  Sete  Cidades,  or  seven  cities,  (which  he 
writes  Cete  Citades,)  are  two  lakes,  the  banks  of  which  '  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp ;'  the  quantity  cultivated 
and  cured  there,  we  are  told,  aflFords  employment  to  thousands-T- 
in the  samejpage  we  are  informed  that  there  are  but  half  a  dozen 
houses  in  the  whole  vale  to  lodge  these  thousands — and  that  the 
quantity  of  thb  article,  which  might  be  produced  in  this  little  spot, 
would  be  sufiicient  ^  ;to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  English  market !' 
The  Portugueze,  it  seems,  are  dead  to  this  advantage,  having  no 
relish  to  live  near  the  banks  of  a  lake,  on  the  surface  of  which^  the 
stars  are  seen  at  noon  day.'  The  fact  is  (for  we  know  the  spot) 
that  there  are  about  fifty  acres  of  cultivable  land  at  the  bottom  of 
this  valley,  the  remainder  is  a  surface  of  naked  pumice  stone  or 
water ;  but  of  the  '  fertile  soil'  of  the  cultivable  part  it  may  be 
questioned  if  any  one  acre  produces  sufficient  grass  to  summer  a 
goose  upon  it.  A  little  ilax  is  soWn  in  the  crevices  of  the  surround- 
ing rocks,  in  patches  of  half  a  dozen  yards,  where  the  soil  has  been 
washed  down — but  as  to  the  hemp,  we  doubt  exceedingly  if  a  single 
plant  exists  in  the  whole  of  the  western  islanc^s.  No  matter — the 
Captain  fancied  hemp  to  be  growing,  and  would  not  lose  his  disser- 
tation on  the  importance  of  that  article  to  Great  Britain,  qf  i^ 
superior  quality  in  St.  Michael's  to  that  of  any  other  country ;  of  the 
size  of  the  plant,  which  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes  ^  stated  to  he 
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more  than  ten  feet  high  and  three  inches  in  circumference !  This 
fine  hemp  too  furnishes  an  additional  reason  for  our  seizing  upon 
the  Azores ;  for  *  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  there 
are  in  this  island  (St.  Michael's)  one  million  of  acres  proper  for  the 
purpose  (of  growing  hemp)  which,  at  one-fourth  of  a  ton  per  acre, 
the  average  here,  would  furnish  Great  Britain  with  250,000  tons  oif 
hemp !'  The  island  is  *  about  100  miles  in  circumference,'  or, 
stating  its  dimensions  in  a  manner  less  vague,  forty  miles  in  length 
by  six  in  breadth,  and  consequently,  if  there  be  an^  truth  in  Cocker, 
the  whole  surface  contains  240  square  miles,  dir  153,600  acres ; 
that  is,  the  surface  of  the  whole  island  is  not  quite  one-seventh 
part  of  that  portion  of  it  which  our  political  economist  proposes 
to  plant  with  hemp. 

Following  our  light  horseman,  in  his  tour  round  the  island,  to 
tha  valley  of  Furnas,  our  readers  will  feel  considerable  disappoint- 
ment in  being  told  that  the  handsome  monastery,  built  of  lava,  and 
surrounded  by  lovely  gardens,  abounding  with  the  most  delicious 
fruit  and  odoriferous  flowers,  together  with  the  reverend  Padr6 
guardian,  and  his  twelve  or  thirteen  pampered  priests  of  the  order 
of  St.  Francis,  have  nb  substantial  existence,  but  are  '  mere  crea- 
tures of  the  brain.'  The  Caldeiras  are  well  known,  but  the  wonder- 
ful '  whirlpool,  whose  name  he  could  not  learn,  and  the  river,  whose 
waters  are  of  a  dingy  red,'  are  also  non-entities.  The  *  vast 
columns  of  boiling  water,'  so  hot  as  to  '  boil  an  egg  in  two  minutes,' 
never  exceeded  IQGP  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer ;  and  if  *  it  im«^ 
pregnated  vegetables  with  the  sulphurom  acid  it  contains,  and 
diereby  rendered  it  unfit  for  the  food  of  mail,'  the  poor  people  of 
the  neighbourhood  would  not  make  use  of  it  as  they  constantly  do. 

The  iron  mines  of  Pico  de  f  er,  which  at  some  former  time  he 
says  were  worked  with  considerable  success,  till  *  a  subterraneous 
explosion  took  place  and  buried  the  miners  and  their  utensils  in 
the  ^ound,'  are  not  to  be  questioned,  though  never  heard  of  by 
any  of  the  natives ;  for,  says  our  Dragoon  Officer,  '  I  am  indebted 
to  a  second  explosion  which  led  to  t^e  discovery  of  the  tools  and 
implements  of  the  uofortunate  miners,  for  the  facts  I  have  here 
disclosed.' 

At  Porto  Fermosa  (Formosa)  he  takes  up  his  residence  with 
some  mendicant  monks,  whose  hospitality  he  repays  by  four  pages 
of  scurrilous  invec^ve,  made  up  of  malignity,  blasphemy,  and 
falsdiood.  *  Every  ^convent,  every  chapel,  every  church,  has  its 
buckster's-stall,  or  shop,  where  a  reverend  commission-broker  con- 
stantly attends ;'— but  why  repeat  his  ribaldry  j — At  the  little  village 
of  Formosa  there  neither  is,  nor  ever  was  a  convent,  a  chapel,  or  a 
church.  Indeed  we  have  a  strong  suspicion,  from  the  violent 
raving  which  appears  in  every  page  against '  shaved  heads,'  that  his- 
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own  head  might  reap  advantage  from  the  razor^  and  that  his  facul- 
ties have  been  disturbed  by  the  same  fatal  curiosity  which  drove  a 
laybrother  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis  and  several  others  *  quite 
mad.'  Near  Ribeira  Grande,  we  are  told  there  is  an  aperture  in 
the  side  of  a  mountain,  from  whence  a  light  vapour  issues,  which, 
if  corked  up,  would  generate  an  earthquake,  or  cause  an  explosion 
that  would  blow  up  the  mountain.  To  this  aperture  our  knight* 
errant  placed  his  ear ;  when  his  trusty  squire,  who  attended  with  a 
long  pole  to  spur  on  the  ass  of  his  master,  interrupted  him  by  an 
exclamation  whicW  sufficiently  shewed  the  perilous  nature  of  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

'  I  learned  from  him  that  of  the  numerous  persons  who  put  their  ear 
to  the  aperture,  from  a  curiosity  similar  to  mine,  they  all  became  mad, 
instantly  mad,  and  were  never  again  restored  to  the  light  of  reason,  or 
the  rational  government  of  themselves/ — p.  154. 

And  the  rationale  of  this  phenomenon  is  clear  and  conclusive. 

*  The  mania  is  caused  by  the  chemical  action  of  the  sulphuric  and 
vitriolic  acid  of  the  vapour,  which,  by  penetrating  into  the  minutest 
pores  of  the  brain  subject  to  their  action,  operate  as  a  solvent,  or  pro- 
duce irritation  by  sheathing  themselves  in  the  pores  of  the  body,  in 
which  they  become  mixed.' 

>  Lest,  however,  this  solution  should  not  be  sufficiently  obvious^ 
we  are  indulged  with  the  choice  of  a  substitute. 

'  That  as  the  vapour  is  composed  of  combustible  bodies  like  metals, 
or  the  compound  ones,  as  phosphorated  hydrogen,  sulphurated  hydro- 
gen, and  the  metallic  phosphurets  generated  in  the  fiery  abyss,  from 
which  the  vapour  ascends,  it  may  become  so  impregnated  with  oxygen, 
as  to  possess  that  peculiar  acid,  which,  if  communicated  to  the  brain,, 
might  act  as  a  solvent  or  irritant  till  madness  ensues/ — p.  157. 

A  tremendous  epistle  follows,  of  volcanic  eruptions  destroying 
*  primitive  plains  covered  with  aromatic  plants ;'  of  earthquakes 
from  the  *  effervescence  of  marine  and  mineral  contents,'  the  effects 
of  which  are  ^  sudden  blasts,  violent  explosions,  and  a  rumbling  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ;'  when  this  *  fermentation  of  vapours  gets 
vent  by  an  eruption  of  water  and  wind,'  it  ^  upsets  mountains  from 
tlieir  bases/  But  his  theory  of  volcanoes,  and  earthquakes,  and 
dews,  which  the  editor  assures  us  ^  is  quite  original,'  is  too  sublime 
for  our  comprehension.  The  prospect  brightens  towards  the  close, 
and  we  are  told,  that  though  St.  Michael's  is  '  hell  within,  it  is 
paradise  without/  It  is  a  paradise,  however,  which,  if  we  believe 
the  captain,  cannot  boast  of  many  '  saintly  souls.'  Page  is  heaped 
upon  page,  descriptive  of  the  intrigues  of  amorous  and  sentimental 
nuns  and  libidinous  priests ;  inventions  of  the  most  dull  and  clumsy 
order  which  might  just  as  well  have  been  produced  in  the  laboratory, 
of  tlie  Minerva  Press  as  on  the  island  of  St.  Michael's^  and  which, 
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iikleed,  are  scarcely  worthy  of  the  lumber  garret  of  that  fiashionable 
staple  of  fiction.  In  one  of  the  imaginary  convents  erected  by  the 
'captain/  we  are  entertained  by  a  concert  of  music  performed 
exclusively  by  nuns  who  played  on  ^french  horns,  fiddles^  and 
flutes.'  p.  189. 

The  manners  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Michael's 
are  so  unlike  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Portugueze,  either  at 
home  or  in  any  of  their  colonies,  that  we  shall  not  notice  them. 
To  each  of  the  rest  of  the  islands  the  author  assigns  a  short  letter. . 
At  Terceira  he  just  stops  to  read  the  Captain  General  a  lecture ; 
gives  the  same  dimensions  to  Graciosa  and  St.  George,  though  the 
former  is  only  two  and  a  half,  and  the  latter  twelve  leagues  long ; 
calls  the  channel  between  St.  George  and  Pico  a  *  short  ferry,' 
though  it  is  full  four  leagues  across ;  goes  to  Santa  Cruz  in  St. 
George's,  where  no  such  place  exists;  finds  that  wine  is  the  staple 
produce  of  Fayal,  which  never  exported  a  single  pipe  of  its  own 
growth ;  and  swells  the  population  of  the  islands  to  half  a  million, 
which  is  about  three  times  the  actual  number, — but  we  shall  pursue 
him  no  farther,  being  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  never  set  his  foot 
on  any  of  them,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  St.  Michael's . 
The  book  is  evidently  the  compilation  of  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  write  travels  by  the  fireside,  and  perform  their  voyages  up 
four  pair  of  stairs.  From  the  miserable  attempts  at  science,  and 
the  slip-slop  jargon  of  chemical  nomenclature,  we  suspect  that  the 
materials  were  furiiished  by  some  surgeon's  mate  who  had  obtained 
a  few  days  leave  of  absence  from  his  captain  to  make  the  tour  of 
the  island.  We  suspect,  too,  from  the  strangeness  of  the  language, 
that  the  work  has  been  got  up  by  a  foreigner,  probably  by  the 
editor  Mr.  J.  Haydn:  thus  we  have  * Fermozean  beauties  cama- 
tioned  by  the  refrigerent  element,' — but  we  will  spare  our  readers 
the  disgust  to  which  it  has  been  our  lot  to  submit  to  in  wading 
through  *the  most  contemptible  trash  (to  use  the  author's  own 
expressions)  that  was  ever  imposed  on  the  public' 


Art.  XIII.  Experimental  Researches  concerning  the  Philoso^ 
phy  of  permanent  Colours,  and  the  best  Means  of  producing 
them  by  Dyeing,  Calico  Printing,  8^c,  By  Edward  Bancroft, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.     2  vols.  8vo.     pp.  1 1 24.     London.     1813. 

'  nPHE  art  of  dyeing  is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  the  most 
/  •■"  wonderful  of  all  known  arts ;  and,'  according  to  Mr.  Chap- 
tal,  whom  Dr.  Bancroft  quotes,  *  if  any  art  can  inspire  mankind 
with  a  noble  pride,  it  is  this  art,  which  not^nly  imitates,  but  even 
exceeds  nature,  in  the  richness,  splendour,  and  permanency,  of  the 
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oolours  that  it  affords/  We  are  bound  to  suppose  that  there  ia 
some  foundation  for  tlie  opinion  thus  enounced  by  a  philosopher  so 
respectable  as  Mr.  BerthoUet :  but  we  should  find  ourselves  a  lit- 
tle at  a  loss  to  demonstrate,  wit)i  mathematical  precision,  what 
other  utility  the  art  of  dyeing  possesses,  than  that  of  affording  em- 
ployment and  emolument  to  a  great  number  of  individuals,  whose 
business  it  is  to  render  it  subservient  to  the  innocent  gratification  of 
the  taste  and  luxury  of  others,  without  any  direct  advantage  of 
such  a  kind  as  can  properly  be  denominated  '  utility;'  at  least  in 
^e  same  sense  that  the  production  and  preparation  of  food  are 
understood  to  po«se$s  utility.  We  recollect,  however,  but  on^ 
instance,  in  the  history  of  all  ages  and  all  nations,  of  an  individual 
who  carried  his  ideas  of  the  propriety  of  pursuing  utility  only,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  mere  gratification  of  the  eye,  so  far  as  to  re- 
fuse to  use  or  wear  any  article  of  furniture  or  clothine  which  had 
ever  been  submitted  to  the  dyer's  art :  his  coat  was  white,  his  hat 
was  drab,  and  his  shoes  were  brown,  as  nature  had  left  the  raw  ma^ 
terials;  but  he  found  no  followers,  even  among  the  sectaries  whose 
principles  be  had  in  this  manner  practically  caricatured ;  and  the 
consent  of  mankind,  so  universally  and  unequivocally  expressed, 
iQust  be  allowed  to  be  imperative,  in  rendering  a  coippliance  widi 
custom  and  taste,  in  these  respects,  almost  as  indispensable  as  a^ 
submission  to  the  irresistible  dictates  of  Hunger,  thirst,  and  cold. 

The  first  volume  of  Dr.  Bancroft's  elaborate  and  valuable  work 
was  published  in  1794;  but  it  now  appears  with  so  many  altera- 
tions  and  additions,  as  to  possess  a  considerable  share  of  novelty 
and  interest.  In  the  introduction,  the  author  defines  the  s^nse  in 
which  be  applies  the  terms  characteristic  of  the  diff^r^pt  kinds  of 
colouring  substances ;  substantive  coIowb  being  such  as  afford  a 
permanent  tint  by  simple  application  without  mixture,  and  adjec" 
the  such  as  require  9>  mixture  with  some  other  substance  to  fix 
them;  this  substance,  serving  as  a  bond  cff  iiqion,  is  called  a  mor- 
dant, though  it  is  sometimes  difficult  tq  ascertain  which  of  two 
substances  that  are  mixed  is  the  more  properly  considered  as  the 
colour,  and  which  as  the  mordant.  If  the  substances  thus  era-  / 
ployed  are  mixed  before  their  application  to  the  materials  to  be 
dyed|  the  compound  is  called  by  Dr.  Bancroft  a  prosubstantive 
colour;  but  it  happens  more  commonly,  that  the  colours  are  more 
effectually  fixed,  by  applying  the  substances  concerned  in  succes- 
sion, as  if  the  particles  wedged  each  other  in,  after  their  penetration 
jnto  the  pores  of  the  materials.  There  is^  however,  a  complete 
fallacy  in  Dr.  Bancroft's  reasoning  on  the  effect  of  heat  in  open- 
ing the  pores,  so  that  the  colouring  particles  may  be  compressed 
wiien  they  cool  again  (p.  90) ;  since  these  particles  are  at  least  as 
much  contracted  by  the  effect  of  cold  as  the  substances  which 
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they  penetnite>  and  often  much  more.  That  the  "fcolouring  parti- 
cles are  only  partially  distributed  in  or  upon  the  surface  of  the 
iubstance  coloured,  is  evident  from  the  mixture  of  two  tints,  whea 
the  materials  producing  them  are  applied  in  succession ;  and  a  fu«- 
gitive  colour,  constituting  one  of  those  tints,  is  not  found  to  Jie  in 
any  degree  fixed  by  applying  a  more  permanent  Colour  upon  it ; 
to  that  a  compound  green  thus  constituted  will  generally  fade  into 
a  blue.  In  many  cases  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  absorption 
of  oxygen  contributed  "to  wedge  the  particles  more  firmly  into  their 
situations ;  but  it  son^etimes  hapfMSus^  on  the  other  hand,  that  oxy* 
ffen  appears  rather  to  be  extricated  than  absorbed,  while  the  co- 
lour is  acquiring  its  lustre  by  exposure  to  the  light>  as  Dr.  Ban- 
croft  has  found  with  respect  to  the  Tyrii^i  purple. 

Of  the  mordants  employed  for  fixing  colours,  one  of  the  most 
extensively  useful,  and  the  most  unequivocally  entitled  to  the  deno* 
mination,  is  alum,  which  is  attracted  by  the  fibres  of  many  animal 
and  vegetable  substances,  and,  retnaining  attached  to  them,  served 
to  unite  them  to  the  colouring  matter,  by  leaving  its  earth  «s  n  com- 
mon bond  of  union.  The  name  atumen  is  found  in  Pliny,  and 
Beckmann  suspects  that  it  may  be  of  Egyptian  origin ;  it  id  true 
that,  according  to  Kirchef'^  vocabulary,  the  Egyptian  woiti,  syno** 
tiymous  with  aUim,  is  oben^  but  we  find  ahnif  signifying  cheese, 
which  may  possibly  have  bad  some  connexion  with  the  coagulating 
power  of  this  highly  astringent  substance.  Dr.  Bancroft  observes, 
'  that  alum,  and  its  use  in  dyeing,  must  have  been  known  to  the  an- 
cients long  before  the  time  of  Pliny,  since  they  never  employed 
tm,  and  either  alum  or  tin  is  absolutely  necessary  for  obtaining  k 
icarlet  from  kermes. 

Dr.  Bancroft  proceeds  to  trace  die  art  of  dyeing  from  the  an- 
cients, wbooi  he  proves  to  have  been  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
most  important  processes,  through  the  middle  ages,  when  it  was 
but  imperfectly  preserved  in  Italy,  to  the  latest  improvements, 
as  described  in  me  works  of  Macquer,  Keir,  Henry,  Berthollet, 
Chaptal,  Vitalis,  Scheffer,  Poemer,  and  Damboumey,  as  well  as 
to  those  which  he  has  himself  introduced,  both  in  theory  and  in 
practice.  He  divides  the  body  of  his  work  into  four  parts  ;  the 
first,  after  some  general  discussions  respecting  colour,  and  sub- 
stances to  be  coloured,  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  substantive  co- 
lours, wbedier  anipial,  as  the  Tyrian  purple,  vegetable,  as  indigo, 
or  mineral,  as  iron^  the  second  to  the  adjective  colours  of  animal 
origin,  as  kermes  and  codiineal,  kc,  and  Prussian  blue;  the  third 
to  vegetable  adjective  colours,  as  weld,  quercitron,  madder,  Brasil 
wood,  and  logwood;  and  the  fourth  to  compound  colours  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  particularly  the  mixturea  which  produce  black 
4yes,  atkl  inks  of  all  deacriptioos. 
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It  has  be^n  a  common  opinion,  that  the  general  cause  of  the  de* 
fltruction  of  colour,  by  exposure  to  the  air,  is  the  combination  of 
the  colouring  substance  with  oxygen ;  but  Dr.  Bancroft  observes, 
{hat  the  nitric  acid  imparts  oxygen  much  more  readily  than  lli^ 
oxymuriatic,  though  it  has  incomparably  less  effect  on  colours, 
and  that  the  action  of  either  of  these  acids  is  no  direct  test  of  the 
effect  of  exposure  to  the  air.  Thus  a  red  dyed  with  madder,  on 
an  aluminous  basis,  was  much  more  rapidly  destroyed  by  the  oxy- 
muriatic  acid,  than  a  purple  obtained  from  logwood  and  tin,  though 
the  sun  and  air  would  have  acted  on  these  colours  in  a  manner  to- 
tally different.  A  black  dye  also,  which  was  4ittle  affected  by  the 
oxymuriatic  acid,  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  nitrous,  although  this 
acid  had  incomparably  less  effect  than  the  former  on  a  Turkey  red. 
The  colouring  matter  of  the  buccinum  was  exposed  in  its  recent 
state  to  the  sun's  rays  (p.  151),  immersed  in  oxymuriatic  acid;  and 
became  purple  more  rapidly  than  when  simply  moistened  with  wa- 
ter; although  afterwards,  when  placed  in  the  dark,  the  acid  bad 
completely  bleached  the  coloured  Substance  in  a  few  hours.  Dr. 
Bancroft  is  of  opinion  that  this  sii^ular  substance,  which  is  found 
in  several  testaceous  animak,  and  has  at  first  the  appearance  of  a 
limpid  mucilage,  emits  some  phosphoric  acid  together  with  oxygen, 
while  it  acquires  its  colour,  and  that  this  is  the  cause  of  the  offen- 
sive smell,  which  has  always  been  observed  to  accompany  the 
change. 

The  colour  of  indigo  is  also  dependent  on  the  different  degrees 
of  itsoxygenization:  the  recent  juice  is  nearly  colourless;  the  ab- 
sorption of  a  small  portion  of  oxygen  renders  it  green,  and  that 
of  a  larger  blue ;  in  the  latter  state  it  is  insoluble  in  water,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  agitation,  collects  into  flocculi,the  separation 
being  commonly  promoted  by  the  addition  of  lime  water,  or  some 
other  alkali,  as  a  precipitant.  It  is  found,  not  only  in  the  indigo- 
ferae,  but  also  in  the  isatis,  or  woad,  and  in  some  other  vegetables : 
it  is  capable  of  distillation  or  sublimation  by  a  moderate  heat,  and 
affords,  when  burnt,  a  fine  piu*ple  smoke.  This  smoke  is  noticed 
by  Pliny  as  observable  in  an  Indian  colour,  which  is  thus  identified 
with  indigo.  In  its  blue  state  it  is  incapable  of  attaching  itself  to 
animal  or  vegetable  fibres ;  and  the  process  of  fermentation  in  the 
dyer's  vat  serves  to  restore  its  green  colour  and  its  solubility,  appa-> 
rently,  as  Dr.  Bancroft  has  shown,  by  the  abstraction  of  oxygen. 
The  materials  employed  for  this  purpose  are  generally  a  decoction 
of  woad,  madder,  and  bran,  to  which  lime  and  indigo  are  added. 
When  the  fermentation, has  been  continued  a  sufficient  time,  the 
internal  parts  of  the  liquor  are.  green  and  the  surface  only  blue. 
Sometimes  bran  and  madder  only  are  used  with  indigo,  a  little 
potash  being  added  to  promote  the  solution.  Another  mode  pf 
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deoxygenizing  the  indigo  is  to  mix  it  with  the  green  sulfate  of  iron, 
or  the  nitrate  or  muriate  of  tin :  one  part  of  indigo  is  rendered 
slowly  soluble  in  warm  water  by  the  addition  of  two  of  the  sulfate 
of  iron  and  two  of  lime ;  part  of  the  lime  setting  the  protoxyd  pf 
iron  at  liberty  to  deoxygenize  the  indigo,  which  is  then  dissolved, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  remainder  of  the  lime,  to  which  a  little 
potash  is  sometimes  added.  In  calico  printing,  the  indigo  is  ground 
with  the  sulfate  of  iron  and  applied  to  the  calico,  together  with  a 
proper  thickening  of  starch  or  gum,  by  means  of  blocks  formed 
according  to  the  pattern  required ;  the  calico  is  then  immersed 
alternately  in  lime  water  and  in  a  solution  of  the  sulfate  of  iron, 
until  the  indigo  is  become  sufficiently  dissolved  to  afford  a  fixed 
colour.  In  this  topical  application  of  indigo,  red  orpiment  is  some- 
times substituted  for  the  sulfate  of  iron ;  and  Dr.  Bancroft  has 
found  that  sugar  isj  capable  of  producing  a  similar  effect.  ^ 

It  is  well  known  that  indigo  may  be  dissolved  in  the  sulfuric  acid 
without  changing  its  colour;  the  blues  dyed  with  this  solution  are 
called  Saxon  blues ;  they  are  less  permanent  than  those  which  are 
derived  from  the  green  liquor ;  and  the  indigo  is  deprived  of  the 
property  of  burning  with  a  purple  smoke. 

The  gardenia  genipa  is  mentioned  as  a  plant  affording  a  very 
permanent  bluish  black,  which  might  be  advantageously  employed 
eidier  for  dyeing  or  as  an  ink,  in  countries  which  allow  it  to  be  ob- 
tained in  a  recent  state. 

*  The  fine  rose  colour  of  safflower,  extracted  by  crystallized  soda, 
and  precipitated  by  citric  acid,  and  then  slowly  dried  in  the  shade,  be- 
ing afterwards  finely  ground  with  the  purest  talc,  produces  the  beauti- 
ful paint  by  which  ladies  give  to  their  cheeks  the  bloora  of  youth  and 
health,  and  which  the  French  distinguish  from  carmine  by  the  name  of 
rouge  vegitale/  ' 

The  colouring  matter  thus  derived  from  the  casthamus  possesses 
but  little  durability ;  it  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  the  New- 
tonian doctrine  of  transmitted  and  reflected  colours  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  sold  as  a  pink  dye  spread  out  on  saucers.  The  '  talc* 
employed  for^  making  rouge  is  generally  that  which  is  now  called 
French  chalk,  but  which  will  not,  like  the  true  French  chalk,  ex-« 
tract  spots  of  grease. 

The  finest  substantive  purples  are  obtained  from  lichens. 
Many  species  of  this  genus  are  employed,  after  maceration  with 
animal  substances  containing  ammonia,  for  violet,  purple,  and 
crimson  dyes:  the  lichen  roccella,  or  orchil,  is  the  principal;  the 
lichen  tartareus  is  also  used  in  this  country,  under  the  name  cud-* 
bear,  given  it  by  Dr.  Cuthbert  Gordon,  who  introduced  it.'^  After 
fermentation  the  siibstance  is  kept  moist  in  casks  for  a  year  or  two 
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before  it  comes  to  perfection:  the  colours  Mrbich  it  affords  arc 
however  unfortunately  fugitive. 

The  purple  obtained  frona  gold,  by  means  of  tin,  is  found  to  de- 
pend on  the  deoxygenization  of  the  gold  by  the  solution  of  tin ; 
a  similar  effect  may  be  obtained  by  impregnating  silk  or  cotton 
with  glue,  eggs,  or  other  animal  substances,  together  with  sugar 
or  orpiment,  and  applying  to  them  the  solution  of  gold.  The  ni-* 
tromuriate  of  platina  affords,  in  cojnbination  with  a  n^uriatic  solu- 
tion  of  tin,  a  fixed  colour  like  that  of  arterial  blood. 

*  Respecting  the  antiquity  of  calico  printing,  Dr.  Bancroft  observes, 
(p.  346^  that  Pliny  describes  the  £gyptians  as  practising  a  species  of 
topical  dying,  or  calico  printing,  which,  as  far  as  can  be  discovered 
from  his  general  terms,  appears  to  have  been  similar  to  that  which, 
many  ages  after,  was  found  to  exist  in  Hindostan,  and  other  parts  of 
India,  and  was  from  thence  introcTuced  into  this  and  other  countries  of 
Europe.  He  says  the  Egyptians  began  by  painting  or  drawing  on  white 
cloths,  (doubtless  linen  or  cotton,)  with  certain  drugs,  which  in  them- 
selves possessed  no  colour,  but  had  the  nrop<;rty  of  attracting  or  ab- 
sorbing colouring  matters.  After  which  these  cloths  were  immersed  lu 
a  heated  dying  liquor,  and  though  they  were  colourless  before,  and 
though  this  dying  liquor  was  of  one  uniform  colour,  yet,  when  taken 
.out  of  it  soon  after,  they  were  found  to  be  wonderfully  tinged  of  diffe- 
rent colours,  according  to  the  different  natures  of  the  several  drugs 
which  had  been  applied  to  their  different  parts;'  and  ^  that  these  co- 
lours, so  wondertully  produced  from  a  tincture  of  only  one  colour, 
could  not  be  afterwards  discharged  by  washing.' 

The  art  of  calico  printing  has  been  much  improved  and  simpli- 
fied in  modem  times,  especially  by  the  mixture  of  the  acetate  of 
lead  with  the  aluminous  mordant,  forming  an  acetate  of  alumine. 
A  still  more  economical  method,  lately  invented,  is  to  employ  jhe 
acetic  acid  in  the  form  of  the  pyrolignic,  obtained  by  the  destruc- 
tive distillation  of  wood,t  and  to  substitute  lime  for  lead.  The  ace- 
tate of  iron  is  also  now  generally  prepared  from  the  pyrolignic 
acid.  MM.  Thenard  and  Roard  found  that  the  acetate  of  alumine, 
when  exposed  to  a  warm  atmosphere,  lost  some  of  its  acid,  leav- 
ing an  excess  of  alumine;  but  alum,  tartar,  and  the  salts  of  tin 
are  attached  to  the  fibres  of  the  cloths  impregnated  with  them  in 
their  entire  state,  and  may  be  recovered  by  repeated  washings,  nin- 
tii  they  are  decomposed  by  the  operation  of  the  colouring  sub; 
stances.  Tlie  method  of  employing  spme  of  these  substances  may 
be  understood  from  the  following  description  of  the  processes. 

'  When  pieces  of  calico  have  been  printed  with  iron  liquor,  whether 
it  be  applied  to  those  which  either  have  received,  or  are  intended  to 
receive,  the  aluminous  mordant  also,  they  are  to  be  thoroughly  dried 
by  a  stove  heat,  and  afterwards  passed  through  the  mixture  of  cow 
'dung  and  warm  water,'  which  is  supposed  not  oply  to  cleanse  them 
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iBor^  effectually,  but  possibly  to  communicate  to  them  some  animal 
impregnation  subservient  to  the  durability  of  the  colours ;  '  theyare 
afterwards,  in  the  language  of  the  calico  printers,  to  be  streamed^  or ' 
extended  in  running  water,  and  beat,  to  remove  all  the  loose  or  uncom- 
bined  particles  of  the  mordant,  and  thus  fit  them  to  be  dyed  with  either 
madder,  sumach,  weld,  or  quercitron  bark ;  these  being  the  principal 
and  almost  the  only  adjective  colouring  matters  so  employed  by  calico 
printers,  and  sufficient  (excepting  the  blue  from  indigo)  to  produce, 
with  the  aluminous  and  ferruginous  mordants,  all  the  various  colours 
seen  and  admired  on  printed  calico. 

*  Ex.  Gr.  If  pieces  of  calico,  to  which  these  mordants  have  been 
applied,  both  separately  and  mixed,  be  put  into  a  dying  vessel,  with 
water  scarcely  blood  warm,  and  in  which  three,  four,  or  five  pounds  of 
madder  in  powder  for  each  piece  have  been  previously  mixed,  and 
they  be  turned,  as  usual,  through  the  liqi^or  by  the  winch,  gradually^ 
but  slowly,  raising  the  heat,  so  that  it  may  only  reach  the  boiling  point 
at  the  time  when  the  calicoes  will  have  been  sufficiently  dyed,  the  seve- 
ral pieces  will  be  found  to  have  imbibed  colour  in  every  part.  The 
figures  or  places  to  which  the  unmixed  iron  liquor  was  applied  will 
have  been  dyed  black,  and  those  on  which  the  aluminous  mordant  was 
printed  will  be  red,  of  different  shades,  if  the  mordant  had  been  used 
at  different  degrees  of  concentration ;  and,  if  both  mordants  wero 
mixed  and  applied  in  different  proportions,  such  applications  will  have 
produced  various  shades  of  purpfe,  violet,  chocolate,  and  lilac  colours, 
whilst  the  parts,  or  grounds^  intended  to  be  ultimately  left  white,  wilt 
manifest  a  considerable  brownish  red  discolouration ;  but  as  the  mad« 
der  colour  producing  it  is  not  [there]  united,  to.  the  calico,  by  the  affi- 
nity or  attraction  of  any  intermediate  basis,  it  will  not  be  able,  as  in 
other  partSy  to  resist  the  action  of  exterior  agents,  and  may  therefore 
(as  is  usually  done)  be  removed,  and  the  grounds  made  white  by  hoWuig 
the  pieces  in  water  soured  by  fermented  bran,  andby  afterwards  spread- 
ing them  for  some  days  (according  to  the  season)  upon  the  grass,  where, 
with  the  well  known  treatment,  the  coloura  dyed  upon  a  basis  will  be- 
come brighter,  whilst  th?it  wkhout  one  will  completely  disappear. 

*  Calico  printed  with  the  same  mordants,  and  dyed  with  the  querci- 
tron bark,  (quercus  nigra,  Linn.)  will  acquire  fixed  and  bright  yeflows 
of  different  shades,  upon  the  aluminous  basis,  and  various  drab  coloura 
upon  that  of  iron.  A  mixture  of  these  bases  will  produce  olive  co- 
lours. Along  with  these  it  is  usual  to  prodqce  black  impressions  at 
■  the  same  time  by  previously  applying  to  the  calico  a  mordant  composed 
-of  iron  liquor  and  galls,  by  which  figures  which,  without  the  galls, 
would  only  have  manifested  a  dark  drab  colour,  are  made  black  by  dy- 
ing with  the  quercitron  bark,  and  if  the  dying  ha  conducted  as  I  shall 
hereafter  direct,  the  grounds  will  be  so  little  discoloured  that  no  expo- 
sure upon  the  grass  will  be  required  as  is  necessary  with  madder  and 
weld,  an  advantage  which  has  nearly  put  an  end  to  the  use  of  weld  in 
calico  printing.' — p.  377. 

The  colouriog  matter  of  kermes,  derived  from  the  coccus  ilicis, 

our  author  considers  as  identical  with  that  of  cochiBeal,  although 
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combined  whli  some  of  the  astringent  substances  derived  from  die 
tree.    Tlie  scarlet  afforded  by  cochineal  was  unknown  in  its  highest 
perfection  till  the  year  1630,  when  the  singular  power  of  the  oxyH 
of  tin,  in  exalting  its  colours,  was  discovered  in  Holland :  it  was 
soon   after  communicated  to  one  of  the  celebrated  MM.  Gobe- 
lins at  Paris,  and  contributed  to  the  perfection  of  the  colours  of 
their  tapestries.     The  nitrate  or  nitromuriate  of  tin,  commonly 
used  by  the  dyers,  affords  a  crimson  colour,  which  is  converted  to 
scslrlet  by  the  tartar  employed  in  the  process.     Dr.  Bancroft  has 
invented  an  ingenious  method  of  saving  this  valuable  colour,  bj 
subsUtuting  a  yellow  dye,  in  particular  dbe  quercitron  bark,  for  the 
acid  substance  which  changes  the  colour  of  the  cochineal,  and 
thus  forming  a  compound  instead  of  a  simple  scarlet.     The  co- 
lour thus  obtained  is  more  durable  than  the  common  scarlet,  but, 
as  it  is  said,  not  quite  so  brilliant  by  day-light,  although  somewhat 
brighter  by  candle-light,     ^fhe  solution  of  tin,  called  spirit  by  the 
dyers,  is  usually  made  with  one  pound  of  aqua  fortis,  two  ounces  of 
sea  salt  or  sal  ammoniac,  half  a  pound  of  water,  and  two  ounces 
of  grained  tin,  added  by  degrees.     Dr.  Bancroft  attempted  to  sub- 
stitute for  it  a  muriate  of  tin,  but  found  the  corrosive  quality  of 
this  combination  extremely  injurious  to  the  cloth :  he  however  suc- 
ceeded much  better  with  a  muriosulfete. 

The  process  employed  in  dyeing  scarlet  on  wool  requires  a  mix- 
ture of  all  the  materials  concerned,  before  their  application  ^o  the 
doth:  to  apply  them  in  succession,  as  is  either  indispensable  or 
highly  advantageous  in  many  other  cases,  would  here  be  impracti- 
cable :  a  fact  which  renders  it  necessary  to  be  very  cautious  in  all 
theoretical  reasonings  respecting  the  use  of  mordants.  With  silk 
and  cotton,  the  reverse  is  true^  at  least  with  respect  to  all  dyes  ex- 
cept the  quercitron. 

*  Since  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  Morocco  leather  has  been 
established  In  this  country,  cockmeal  is  employed  to  communicate  the 
beautiful  colour  6t  that,  which  is  called  red  Morocco  ;  though  in  Pijr- 
sia,  Armenia,  Barbary,  and  the  Greek  islands,  a  similar  colour  was 
originally  produced  by  the  use  of  either  kertnes  or  4ac,  As  a  basis  for 
the  colouring  matter  of  cochineal,  goat  skins,  deprived  of  their  hair  by 
.  lime  water,  and  properly  cleansed,  are  impregnated,  on  that  which 
was  the  hairy  side,  with  a  saturated  solution  of  alum,  applied  repeat- 
edly and  equally  by  a  sponge,  and,  after  an  interval  of  three  or  foiir 
days,  a  decoction  of  cochineal,  which  has  been  strained,  is  applied  also 
by  a  sponge,  to  the  same  side  or  surface,  a  little,  but  not  much,  more 
than  blood  warm,  lest  it  should  crisp  the  leather.  This  application  is 
repeated  from  time  to  time,  until  a  colour  sufliciently  full  and  equal 
has  been  produced.  Afterwards  the  skins  are  soaked  in  bran  liquor, 
and  then  tanned  by  a  decoction  of  either  galls  or  sumach,  or  of  both 
^ixed  together*    I  have  found  that  by  substituting  a  diluted  muriosul- 
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figLteoftin,  for  the  solution  of  alum,  or  hy  employing  a, mixture  of  both 
upon  goat  skins  in  a  suitable  state  of  preparation,  the  colour  subsequent- 
ly produced  was  considerably  improved,  at  least  in  vivacity/ — II.  iGj. 

Dr.  Bancroft  appears  to  have  bestowed  considerable  labour  and 
ingenuity  on  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  colouring  matter  of  stick  lac 
in  a  state  of  purity,  and  separate  from  the  resin:  but  it  seems  to 
be  extremely  diiBcult  to  exhibit  it  in  an  extnictive  form^  without 
impairing  the  beauty  of  the  colour.  The  separation  may  be  pardj 
effected  by  employing  water  not  hotter  than  IQO^,  w,hich  dissolves 
the  colouring  matter,  and  leaves  the  resin,  with  some  other  impuri- 
ties, undissolved ;  and  in  this  state  the  colour  is  as  fine  as  that  of 
codiineal,  and  somewhat  more  durable :  but  it  loses  its  brilliancy 
in  the  process  of  evaporation.  The  finest  parts  are  also  more,  easily 
powdered  than  the  rest,  and  vnll  pass  through  a  sieve,  while. a  great 
portion  of  the  impurities  remains  behind. 

The  peculiar  colouring  matter  of  Prussian  blue,  wbich  Dr.  Ban* 
croft  cannot  readily  allow  to  be  an  acid,  as  it  has  usually  been  4^ 
nominated  by  chemists,  affords,  with  the  quercitron  bark,  a  fiu^P 
green,  and  as  our  author  first  discovered)  a  good  brown  with  cop* 
per.  In  order  to  investigate  the  natnre  of  the  green  thus  obtained^ 
he  took  a  piece  of  cotton  which  had  been  printed  in  stripjes  with 
iron  liquor  and  galls,  with  iron  liiquor  only,  with  iron  liquor  and 
acetate  of  alumine,  and  with  this  acetate  only:  he  dyed  it  first  with 
quercitron  bark,  which  made  the  first  stripe  black,  the  second  dark 
.drab,  the  third  olive,  and  the  fourth  yellow :  he  then  took  prus« 
siated  potass,  acidulated  with  sulfuric  acid,  and  immersing  the  cot- 
ton in  It  for  a  minute,  he  found  the  colouring  matter  of  the  gall« 
iind  quercitron  bark  discharged  where  the  basis  of  iron  had  been 
employed :  so  that  the  first  stripe  was  become  a  dark  blue,  and  the 
rest  paler,  as  they  stood  in  order :  when  there  was  less  excess  of 
acid,  the  colouring  matter  of  the  galls  remained,  and  that  of  the 
hark  only  was  discharged :  when  the  liquor  wad  perfectly  neutral, 
the  colour  of  the  quercitron  bark  was  discharged  from  the  ferrugi- 
Qous  basis,  but  not  from  the  aluminous^  so  that  tbe  second  stripe, 
with  iron  liquor,  had  become  blue,  and  the  third  a  fine  green,  while 
the  yellow  remained  perfect  on  the  fourth,  and  the  part  not  printed 
became  white,  being  freed  from  the  discoloration  of  the  bark.  In 
these  cases  of  change  of  colour,  the  displacement  of  one  of  the  sub- 
stances by  the  other  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  state  of  tbe  liquor, 
in  which  the  substance  displaced  is  found  dissolved. 

Among  the  vegetable  adjective  colours,  weld,  the  reseda  luteola, 
holds  die  first  place,  as  having  been  tbe  longest  in  use :  besides  this, 
young  fustic,  tlie  rhus  cotinus,  sumach,  the  rhus  coriaria,  old  fustic, 
the  iporus  tinctoria,  and  French  berries,  the  rhamnus  tinctoria,  are 
tbp  most  generally  known  of  the  yellow  dyes.     But  al\  these  appear 

O  2  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t\7i  Tir. 'B2incrof ton  permanent  Colourik  Apie. 

to  have  been  in  some  measure  superseded  by  Dr.  Bancroft's  disco- 
very of  the  utility  of  the  quercitron  bark :  a  discovery  of  which  the 
advantages  were  secured  to  him  by  act  of  parliament  for  a  term  of 
y^arS;  although  he  failed  in  his  application  for  an  extension  of  that 
term  in  179^^  notwithstanding  the  advantage  which  the  public  had 
derived  from  the  singularly  liberal  manner  in  which  he  had  con- 
ducted the  monopoly.  In  less  than  twelve  months  after  that  time, 
the  bark  rose  to  three  times  tlie]  price  at  which  he  had  constantly 
supplied  ity  and  at  which  he  would  have  been  bound  to  supply  it 
for  another  term  of  seven  years,  if  the  bill  had  been  passed.  He 
has  presented  us  with  an  immense  variety  of  experiments  and  of 
practical  directions  relating  to  the  use  of  this  substance,  and  his 
communicaticms  must  be  of  great  value  to  the  intelligent  manu- 
facturer* 

We  cann9t  altogether  agree  with  the  author  in  the  decided  pr^ 
ference  which  he  appears  to  entertain  for  the  process  of  bleaching 
by  the  oxymuriatic  acid,  (IL  176.)  which  seems  at  present  to  have 
become  sumost  universal,  not  a  little  to  the  advantage  of  manufac- 
turers and  tailors,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  in  general. 
Sir  Humphry  Davy  has  found  that,  even  when  neutralised  by  an 
excess  of  lime,  the  muriatic  acid,  formed  during  the  procesa  ot 
bleaching,  is  injurious  to  the  fibres  of  the  cloth;  (Elero.  p.  242.) 
and  whatever  precautions  it  may  be  possible  to  employ  for  avoiding 
thb  evil,  we  are  persuaded,  from  continued  experience,  that  they 
are  not  commonly  adopted  by  manufacturers^  either  in  bleaching 
cotton  or  paper. 

Madder,  the  rubia  tinctorum,  is  a  very  well  known  and  im- 
portant vegetable,  much  employed  for  dyeing  red  with  an  aluminous 
basis,  on  ^  common  woollen  cloths.  Its  effect,  in  giving  a  red  co- 
lour to  the  bones  of  animals  that  feed  on  it,  was  first  observed  bj 
Lemnius  in  the  l6th  century,  and  is  now  well  known  to  physio- 
logists. Madder  does  not  appear  to  be  capable  of  affording  a  pro- 
substantive  colour ;  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  ^hat  the  basb 
should  be  separately  applied  to  the  linen  or  cotton  which  is  to  be 
dyed  with  it.  Galls  are  commonly  employed  by  practical  dyers  as 
a  preparation  for  the  aluminous  impregnation,  in  order  to  promote 
the  attachment  of  the  alum  to  the  cloth ;  but  they  add  nothing  to 
the  durability  of  the  colour. 

The  rubia  peregrina,  or  Smyrna  madder,  is  principally  used  in 
the  complicated  process  for  dyeing  the  Turkey  red  on  cotton,  with 
the  assistance  of  oil,  alum,  galls,  and  some  blood,  which  seems  to 
brighten  the  colour,  besides  that  of  the  substances  which  have 
passed  through  the  alimentary  canal  ~  of  the  sheep,  carrying  with 
them  some  of  the  gastric  fluids,  and  whiclvia  Dr.  Bancroft's  opi- 
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-ftton,  are  highly  conducive  to  the  stability  of  the  colour^  although 
fome  former  chemists  have  much  underrated  their  efficacy. 

Brasil  wood  is  the  heart  of  the  cae.salpinia  echinata ;  its  name  is 
not  derived  from  the  country  which  affords  it ;  the  old  name  of  ker- 
mes  having  been  grana  di  brasile^  implying  the  colour  of  fire  or 
live  coals ;  and  the  country  of  Brasil  was  afterwards  so  denomi- 
nated from  its  producing  this  substance,  which  affords  a  dye  of  the 
pame  hue.  The  rose  colour,  which  it  communicates  to  water,  is 
destroyed  by  confinement  for  a  few  days  with  sulfureted  hydrogen : 
but  the  same  effect  was  not  produced  by  a  protoxyd  of  tin,  which 
would  have  destroyed  the  colour  of  indigo.  Acids  make  the  infu* 
sion  yellow,  but  alum  reconverts  it  to  red,  and  affords  a  precipi- 
tate, which  is  employed  as  an  inferior  sort  of  carmine ;  and  the 
addition  of  an  alkali  throws  it  down  in  greater  abundance. 

Logwood,  the  haematoxyton  campechianum,  is  sonaetimes  used 
for  dyeing  purple,  with  a  mordant  of  muriosulfate  of  tin,  tartar,  and 
sulfate  of  copper ;  the  latter  Dr.  Bancroft  thinks  superfluous,  since 
It  affords  only  a  fugitive  colour :  but  the  most  extensive  employ- 
ment of  logwood  is  for  dying  black. 

For  browns,  the  mangrove  bark,  rhizophora  mangle,  the  maho- 
gany, and  several  species  of  walnuts  are  recommekided,  principally 
with  bases  of  iron.  Galls  give,  with  an  aluminous  basis,  a  tawn^ 
or  light  cinnamon  colour. 

In  the  fourth  part  of  the  work,  the  author  gives  a  few  practical 
directions  only  respecting  the  mixtures  of  colours,  and  proceeds  to 
the  subject  of  black  dyes  and  writing  ink.  He  objects  altogether 
to  the  chemical  distinctions  and  definitions  of  the  gallic  f(aA  tannic 
principles,  as  contained  in  astringent  vegetables,  and  is  rather  dis- 
posed to  consider  the  colouring  matter  as  distinct,  and  as  not  agree- 
ing in  general  with  the  characteristic  marks  of  any  particular  che- 
mical combination.  Thus,  the  quercitron,  mangrove,  and  maho- 
[any  bark  are  astringent  to  the  taste,  precipitate  glue,  and  tan 
eadier,  but  produce  no  darker  tint  than  an  olive.  Catechu  tans 
admirably  well,  but  affords  only  a  snuff  colour  with  iron :  on  the 
other  hand,  the  walnut  bark  and  logwood  afford  a  black  ink,  but 
are  not  astringent  to  the  taste,  and  do  not  precipitate  glue.  Dr. 
Bancroft  imagines  that  logwood  has  no  claim  to  the  title  of  an  as- 
tringent in  a  medical  sense ;  but  we  have  reason  to  think  that  in 
this  respect  he  is  greatly  mistaken.  We  may  add  the  artichoke  to 
the  number  of  vegetables  which  have  no  astringent  taste,  and  yet 
blacken  iron :  the  Jerusalem  artichoke,  which  has  a  taste  nearly 
similar  to  that  of  the  common  artichoke,  does  not  possess  the  same 
property.  The  gallic  acid,  so  called,  blackens  the  perojcyds  of 
iron,  but  Dr.  Baqeroft  is  rather  disposed  to  attribute  this  effect  to 
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some  accidental  mixture  of  the  colouring  matter,  than  to  the  es-; 
sential  constitution  of  the  substance  itself. 

Ink  may  be  deprived  of  its  blackness  by  a  stream  of  sulfureted 
bydrogeu,  which  can  only  act  by  comb'ming  with  the  oxygen  :  by 
exposure  to  the  air  it  recovers  its  colour,  with  a  iresh  supply  of 
oxygen.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ink  of  the  ancients  was  carbo- 
naceous :  Indian  ink,  according  to  Cuvier,  is  obtained  from  some 
species  of  sepia.  Dr,  Bancroft  finds  the  best  proportion  of  galls 
three  times  the  weight  of  the  sulfate  of  iron  ;  and  if  a  portion  of 
logwood  be  employed,  half  as  much  of  the  galls  may  be  omitted: 
the  sulfate  of  copper,  recommended  by  Chaptal,  he  thinks  useless : 
it  is  true  that  it  tends  to  prevent  mouldiness ;  but  we  have  found 
inconvenience  from  its  corroding  and  blunting  the  penknife,  when 
it  happens  to  touch  it.  Dr.  Bancroft  directs  twelve  ounces  of  galls 
to  be  boiled  with  six  of  logwood  in  five  quarts  of  soft  water  for 
two  hdurs,  the  decoction  to  be  strained,  and  made  up  one  gallon, 
to  which  five  oufaces  of  sulfate  of  iron,  five  of  gum  arabic,  and  two 
of  muscovado  sugar  are  to  be  added.  A  simpler  mode,  lately  re- 
commended by  a  celebrated  chemist,  is  to  infuse  three  ounces  of 
galls,  one  of  logwood,  one  of  sulfate  of  iron,  and  one  of  gum  ara- 
bic in  a  quart  of  cold  water  for  a  week,  and  to  add  four  grains  of 
Corrosive  sublimate,  in  order  to  prevent  mouldiness.  We  may  add, 
that  when  economy  is  an  object,  the  soluble  parts  of  the  galls  may 
be  much  more  effectually  extracted  by  the  repeated  affusion  of 
fresh  portions  of  the  water,  than  by  steeping  them  in  the  whole  at 
once. 

The  best  black  woollen  cloths  are  first  dyed  red  with  madder, 
and  blue  with  indigo  or  woad,  since  without  this  preparation  it 
would  be  necessary  to  use  so  much  of  the  common  black  dye  as 
would  materially  injure  the  texture  of  their  fibres.  Sometimes,  in 
coarser  cloths,  logwood  only  is  employed  for  the  first  dye,  with  a 
salt  of  copper  :  in  this  manner  a  black  is  produced,  which  inevi- 
tably turns  m  a  short  time  to  a  brown. 

In  dyeing  silk  black,  the  galls  are  applied  first,  being  more 
strongly  attracted  by  the  silk  than  the  iron,  and  they  may  therefore 
be  considered  as  the  true  mordant ;  after  this,  alternate  immersions 
in  a  solution  of  sulfate  of  iron,  and  in  a  decoction  of  logwood  are 
frequently  repeated,  in  order  to  obtain  a  deep  black ;  but  to  cotton, 
the  iron  is  usually  applied  first.  Some  of  the  black  vats,  with  iron 
and  various  vegetable  substances,  are  suffered  to  remain  unemptied 
for  centuries,  being  supposed  to  have  their  qualities  improved  by 
•ge.  For  a  prosubstantive  topical  black,  the  addition  of  vinegar 
afid  nitric  acid  to  galls  and  suliate  of  iron  is  found  to  increase  the 
durability  of  the  dye,  without  any  corrosion  of  the  substance  of  the 
calioo« 
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Dr.  Bancroft  has  kivestigated  the  whole  subject  of  blade  dyes 
ftnd  inks  with  great  attention,  and  has  made  many  elaborate  expe*^ 
riments  respecting  them*  Some  of  these  experiments  have  indeed 
been  productive  of  no  immediate  practical  improvement ;  but  in 
diese^  and  in  other  similar  instances^  he  describes  his  failures  Mritfa 
a  d^ree  of  candour  which  does  him  no  less  honour  than  his  success 
on  more  fortunate  occasions.  We  sincerely  wish  that  he  may  be 
enabled  long  to  continue  his  favourite  pursuits,  and  that  the  publk: 
may  hereafter  profit  by  die  *  additions'  contingent  on  ^  the  prolon^ 
gation  of  a  life,  of  which  the  sixty-ninth  year  is  now  passing  awayv 

In  vol.  ii,  p.  S9,5f  1.  16,  by  the  ^  oxide/  we  suppose  is  meant  the 
oxide  of  tin;  and  p.  361,  1.  10,  by  'a  little,'  probably  a  little 
time» 


Art.  XV .  1 .  RenmrJcs  on  the  Calumnies  published  in  the  Quarterly 

JReoiew,  on  the  EnsUsh  Ship^builders,     1814. 
fi.  Substance  of  the  Speech  oj  William  Harrison,  Esq.  before  the 

Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  East  India^ 

built  Shipping.     1814.' 
8.  Minutes  of  the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Committee,  to 

whom  the  several  Petitions  ^of  the  Ship-builders  and  others 

interested  in  the  Building  and  Equipment  of  Ships,  built  in  the 

J^ast  Indies,  were  referred,  Sfc.    Ordered,  by  the  House  of 

Commons,  to  be  prmted.     1814. 
4.  The  Substance   of  the  Speech   of  John  Adolphus,  Esq.  on 

summing  up  the  Case  of  the  English  Ship^builders,  8fc.     1814. 

TT  was  not  to  be  expected  that  words,  which  are  but  the  imper- 
•■■  feet  representatives  of  things,  should  be  exempt  from  that  univer- 
sal law  of  change  which  operates  on  the  things  themselves.  Among 
others,  the  word  *  calumny,'  which,  if  Dr,^ Johnson's  authority  be 
worth  any  thing,  was  once  used  to  signify  '  false  charge — groundless 
accusation' — is  now  very  frequently  employed  to  express  an 
'  unpleasant  truth,'  and  sometimes  the  opposite  of  its  original  mean- 
ing. In  the  instance  before  us,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in 
riiewing  that  for  the  *  calumnies  of  the  Quarterly  Review,'  we  mighty 
without  the  least  violation  of  truth,  substitute  '  true  charges/  of 
'  well-founded  accusations.'  We  did  not,  however,  prefer  charges 
or  accusations,  either  true  or  false,  against  the  English  ship* 
builders;  though  in  the  course  of  our  examination  of  certain 
important  papers  on  the  state  of  oak  timber,  of  the  navy,  and  of 
recent  improvements  in  naval  architecture,  we  had  occaision  to 
animadvert  on  some  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Thames  ship-builders  ^ 
and  this  is  a  distinction  \(^ich  we  beg  may  be  kept  in  view.     Our 
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remarks  indeed  "inhere  equally  applicable  to  moddm  built  ships  of 
war  in  the  King's  yards;  nay,  the  very  first  ship  that  caught  our  at- 
tention was  the  new  first-rate,  the  Royal  Charlotte,  and  we  blended 
in  the  same  censure  the  Ocean  and  Foudroyant  with  the  Albion  and 
the  Ajax.  But  these  gentlemen,  or  their  indiscreet  advocates,  were 
so  very  tender  of  their  own  handicraft,  that  they  instantly  levelled 
their  whole  artillery  against  us  through  the  medium  of  the  daily 

Ijrints.  They,  therefore,  and  not  we,  were  the  aggressors.  We  have 
ittle  disposition  for  controversy,  and  still  less  desire  to  speak  of  our 
own  labours:  and  however  unpleasant  so  serious  a  charge  as  that 
of  calumny  may  be  to  those  who  wish  to  stand  well  with  the  public, 
we  should  probably  have  submitted  in  silence  to  be  ^  pestered  with  a 
popinjay;'  and  this  the  more  readily,  when  we  found  that  the  cham- 
pion of  the  Thames  builders  had  brought  to  the  task  of  writing 
'  Remarks'  on  our  '  calumnies'  no  one  qualification  boyond  that  of 
dauntless  assurance,  and  a  fearless  contempt  of  truth. 

We  now  find  oursdves,  however,  literally  put'  upon  our  tpaX ; 
we  are  attacked  unmercifully  by  a  host  of  lawyers  and  attorneys> 
purveyors,  ship- builders,  timber-merchants,  underwriters,  rope- 
makers,  twine-spinners,  and  the  whole  click  connected  with  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  Thames;  some  of  whom  are  our  ac* 
cusers,  and  others  are  brought  forward  to  give  evidence  against  us 
before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  the 
object  of  all  is  that  of  refuting  our  original  opinions  and  falsifying 
our  facts.  Nothing  therefore  remains  for  us  but  *  to  play  the  part 
of  advocates'  in  our  own  cause,  which,  according  to  the  writer  of  the 
*  Remarks,'  is  one  of  our  grievous  offences.  Before  we  proceed  to 
justify,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  general 
character  of  the  articles  we  propose  to  examine. 

The  author  of  the  *  Remarks  on  the  Calumnies  of  th.e  Quarterly 
Keview'  has  indulged  in  all  the  latitude  which  this  sweeping  title 
maybe  supposed  to  give  him — some  of  his  remarks  having  nothing  t6 
do  with  the  question,  others  being  very  remotely  connected  with  it : 
he  does  not  attempt  to  argue ;  but  he  declaims  and  asserts,  and 
moralises  and  whimpers ;  he  is  sometimes  scurrilous,  and  some- 
times ventures  to  impute  motives  to  us  which  could  exist  only  in 
his  own  mind.  Tlie  blunders  and  misrepresentations  that  occur  in 
every  page  afford  the  best  evidence  of  the  utter  incapacity  of  the 
writer  for  subjects  of  this  kind ;  and  if  we  should  venture  to  desig- 
nate him,  from  his  works,  we  should  say  he  is  one  of  those  inferior 
instruments  of  the  law,  who,  in  our  times,  have  succeeded  in  per- 
suading mankind,  that  the  most  ordinary  concerns  of  liie  require 
their  helping  band,  and  who  thus  contrive  *  to  put  their  paw  into 
every  man's  mess.*  ^ 

liie  opening  speech  of  the  learned  counsel^  William  Harrison, 
.  Esq., 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1614.  Papcrs^-on  the  Thames  Shtf-huilden^  fjrc.  W7 

Esq.,  is  Just  such  a  speech  as  might  be  expected  from  the  materiala 
of  his  brief,  which  appear  in  substance  to  consist  of  those  contained 
in  the  pamphlet;  and  if  his  case  has  not  been  made  out  by  the  evi-^ 
dence,,  he  is  at  least  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Israelites'  plea 
when  in  Egypt,  that  he  was  required  '  to  make  bricks  without 
straw.'  But,  we  understand,  he  had  another  difficulty  to  struggle 
against — ^having  given  his  a3sistance  to  draw  up  the  bill  which  he 
was  now  employed  to  assist  in  throwing  out,  he  had  not  only  to 
get  rid  of  all  the  ideas  which  he  had  imbibed  against  the  ship-builders, 
but  to  endeavour  to  turn  them  to  their  account.  He  not  only 
goes  over  to  the  enemy,  but  carries  his  artillery  with  him.  He 
seems,,  however,  to  have  surrendered,  in  the  outset,  the  most  mate* 
rial  point  for  which  the  builders  were  contending — the  illegality  in 
admitting  India-built  ships  to  a  registry  in  England;  and  he  now 
demands  an  alteration  in  the  navigation  laws  legally  to  exclude 
them;  he  would  finally  close  the  door  of  justice,  which  before  waa 
partially  open,  against  sixty  millions  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  India, 
to  enrich  some  sixty  individuals  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  If 
it  were  a  mere  question  of  competition  between  the  ship-builders  of 
the  Thames  and  the  ship-builders  in  India,  as  he  is  disposed  to  consi* 
dierit,  we  should  scarcely  deem  it  a  subject  worthy  of  discussion;^ 
but  it  embraces  higher  objects.  The  bill  about  to  be  introduced  is 
connected  with  the  preservation  of  our  navy  and  our  native  forests 
of  oak,  the  safety  and  extension  of  commerce,  and  the  improvement 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  mankind,  in  which  their  own  comfort 
and  happiness,  and  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  British  character 
and  interests  are  deeply  involved.  But  these  objects,  it  would 
seem,  were  beneath  the  consideration,  perhaps  we  should  say,  the 
comprehension,  of  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks,'  and  consequently 
made  but  a  miserable  figure  in  the  learned  counsel's  speech.  These 
gentlemen  or  their  employers  seem,  indeed,  to  think  India  un« 
worthy  to  be  treated  either  as  a  British  colony  or  a  foreign  nation  ; 
they  regard  with  a  sort  of  horror  its  progress  in  arts  and  manufac- 
tures; and  repine  at  the  bounties  which  nature  has  so  liberally  be- 
stowed on  that  vast  and  populous  country. 

The  minutes  of  the  evidence  are  90  loose,  rambling  and  uncon- 
nected, and  so  voluminous  withal,  (that  part  of  them  only,  taken 
in  behalf  of  the  ship-builders,  and  the  only  part^a  which  we  shall 
rest  our  case,  occupying,  with  the  returns  and  accounts,  no  less 
than  448  folio  pages,)  Uiat  to  remark  upon  the  various  contra- 
dictory statements  and  jarring  opinions  of  the  witnesses  examined, 
would  be  an  endless  and  an  useless  labour.  Tlie  cause  of  the 
ship-builders  would  not  have  .suflfered  had  their  indiscreet  agent 
kept  back  many  that  were  incomi)etent  to  give  correct  informa- 
tion, and  Qiore  that  were  materially  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  bill. 
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iThe  committee  too  might  have  spared  itself  die  time  ancl  trouble 
of  inquiring  from  a  block-maker  the  number  of  ships  that  clear  out 
from  the  Custom-house,  and  examining  an  underwriter  at  Uoyd's 
in  naval  architecture.  From  such  evidence,  a  good  case  could  not 
easily  be  made  out  for  the  Thames  ship-builders ;  a  weaker  than 
Azt  attempted  in  the  summing  up  of  John  Adc4phus,  Esq.  we 
never  remember  to  have  met  with.  This  g^itleman,  however,  in 
his  attacks  upon  us,  appears  to  be  well  skilled  in  die  art  of  supply- 
ing what  may  be  viranting  in  argument  or  evidence,  by  unfomded 
assertions,  and  by  insinuations  to  which  we  disdain  to  reply,  but 
which  we  repel  widi  the  contempt  they  deserve.  We  are  not  hired 
lo '  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reason.'  While  wedisclaim 
most  distinctly  all  intention  to  calumniate  die  ship-builders  of  th^ 
Thtoies,  with  none  of  whom  huve  we  the  least  acquaintance 
direcdyor  indirectly,  from  London-bridge  to  the  Nore;  while  we 
Admit  diem  to  be  an  usefu}  and  respectable  body  of  men,  so  long  as 
diey  Confine  themselves  within  their  proper  sphere,  we  claim  the 
benefit  of  that  free  discussion  of  great  natiomd  questions,  which 
even  Mr.  Adolphus  is  sure  this  particular  case  merits.  To  give, 
however,  an  idea  of  dlis  gendeman's  feimess  in  his  attack  upon  us  for 
^hathe  too  is  pleased  to  consider  as  a  '  calumny,*  we  shall  select  a 
iipecimen  from  page  S  of  his  printed  speech.  After  (pioting  our  ob«' 
servations  on  the  change  that  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  aome 
of  the  present  builders  not  being  brought  up  to  the  trade  nor  residing 
upon  the  premises,  but  leaving  the  supenntendance  to  odders,  he 
thus  proceeds : 

*  Now,  Sir,  on  this  subject  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  interrogate 
every  witness  competent  to  give  an  opinion,  and  I  have  asked,  "  were 
Messrs.  Wigrams  and  their  house  regularly  bred  to  the  business?*' — "  Did 
they  serve  an  apprenticeship?* — "  Yes."—"  Do  (hey  reside  on  the  pre* 
nises  and  superintend  the  works  going  on  in  their  own  yard  ?^ — **  Yes.* 
— '''  Are  they  duly  and  properly  employed,  and  is  their  stock  of  mate- 
rials a  proper  one  to  be  had  V* — ^  Yes,  certainly,"  has  been  the  answer 
to  aU  the  questions.  So  I  have  asked  of  ali  the  other  yards^  and  what 
have  the  answers  been? — uniformly  the  same/ 

Now,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  Sir  Robert  Wigram 
is  a  builder  and  served  his  apprenticeship  to  a  builder,  let  us  hear 
what  Mr.  Samuel  Jordan,  late  clerk  and  superintendent  ta  Messrs. 
Dtidmans,  has  to  say.  This  gendeman  informed  Mr.  Adolphus  that 
they  (Dudmans)  had  assigned  their  interest  in  the  yard  to  Messrs^ 
Borradaile,  Ritchie  and  Co. 

*  Committee.  "  Are  Messrs.  Borradaile  and  Co.  ship-builders  ?*— 
**  No,  they  are  not."  ^ 

Committee.  "  For  what  purpose  have  they  taketi  the  yard  ?^ — "  For 
die  purpose  of  repairing  ships." 

Committee, 
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Committee.    *'  Their  own  ships  T — "  Any  ships,  if  they  can  get  them  * 

Committee,  "  They  are  great  ship'owners,  are  they  not  ?" — "  The 
house  of  Borradaile  is/' 

Committee.  *^  They  own  a  great  matiy  East  India  Company's  ships?* 
•i-*"  They  do ;  the  management  of  the  yard  is  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  master  shipwright." 

Committee.  "  They  do  not  superintend  It  themselves  V* — "  They  do 
not."* 

But  we  shall  see  more  of  Mr.  Adolphus  a&  we  proceed,  entertaior 
ing  very  little  fear  of  being  able,  from  the  large  mass  of  desultory 
matter  now  before  ua,  to  overturn  his  arguments,  to  corroborate 
our  origind  opinions^  and  to  confirm  our  facts.  The  two  learned 
gentlemen,  having  printed  ttieir4»peecheSy  are  fairly  before  the  public^ 
and  diey  will  not  be  surprized  at  our  using  the  same  freedom  with 
them  that  they  have  exercised  towards  us. 

The  most  material  points  that  the  advocates  for  the  Thamea 
ahip-builders  have  endeavoured  to  estabhsh  may  be  comprehended- 
under  the  following  heads :  . 

1 .  That  there  neither  has  been,  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  any  scarcity 
of  large  oak  timber,  the  growth  and  produce  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  That  ships  of  war  built  in  private  yards  are  equal,  if  not  supe-. 
rtor,  both  in  materisds  and  workmanship,  to  those  built  in  the  kipg'i 
yards;  and  that  the  establishments  of  the  private  builders  on  the 
lumks  of  the  Thames,  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  assistance 
and  support  of  the  king's  dock-yards. 

3.  That  Thames-buUt  merchant  ships  are  at  least  equal  to  Indiar 
built  ships,  and  superior  to  those  built  at  the  out-ports  of  the  king^ 
dom. 

4.  That  the  introduction  of  India-built  ships  into  the  Company's 
service,  and  the  g^ieral  commerce  of.  the  country,  interferes  so 

.  materially  with  the  Thames  builders  as  to  occasion  the  ruin  of 
their  establishments,  involve  thousands  of  shipwrights  and  other 
artificers  in  poverty,  promote  emigration,  and  finely  eiOTect  that 
most  serious  of  all  evils,  the  colonisation  of  India. 

Our  present  object  will  be  to  shew, from  the  writings  and  speeches 
of  their  own  advocates,  and  their  own  evidence,  without  waiting  for 
what  the  India  ship-owners  may  have  to  bring  forward,  that  they 
have  made  out  no  case,  but  have  completely  failed  inevery  point. 

1.  With  regard  to  a  scarcity  of  oak  timber,  that  important  ques^ 
tion  is  dispatched^  by  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks,'  in  a  single  parar 
graph,  which  we  shall  tranapribe  as  a  specimen  of  the  facility  and 
logical  precision  with  whieh  he  arrives  at  his  conclusions,  and  re-« 
futes  our  statements. 

^  To  give  foundation  to  the  claims  of  the  Indian  ship-builders  it  it 

*  MiiiUtetof£videace>p.43t. 
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Assumed  that  Great  Britain  does  not  produce  a  sufficient  jquantity  of 
€>ak  timber  for  the  construction  of  shipping,  and  the  various  other  pur- 
poses about  which  it  is  employed.  Thu  is  a  mischievous  and  a  dangerous 
clamour — the  zeal  of  argumentation  is  even  carried  so. far  as  to  assert, 
that  individuals,  in  attempting  to  aid  the  public  cause  by  planting  oak, 
are  acting  foolishly,  sacrificing  the  produce  of  their  land,  and  seriouslj 
injuring  their  families.  The  assertions  are  as  void  of  truth  as  the  argu- 
ments are  of  judgment  and  sense.  The  scarcity  of  oak  timber 
K^VER  HAS  ExiSTKU  BUT  IN  SUPPOSITION. — ^A  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Navy  Board  and  the  Board  of  Ordriance,  and  to  the  testi- 
mony of  their  officers,  and  to  some  of  the  persons  employed  by  tho 
commissioners  of  the  woods  and  forests,  would  shew  that  there  neither 
is,  nor  is  there  reason  to  apprehend ,  a  scarcity  of  oak  timber,  in  Great 
Britain/* 

The  malicious  ingenuity  with  which  this  agent  of  the  builders  hat 
contrived  to  dist9rt  and  pervert  our  plain  statement  of  an  alarmii^ 
diminution  of  oak  timber,  into  '  a  mischievous  and  dangerous  cla- 
mour/ is  an  instance  of  misrepresentation  not  uuworthy  of  the  low- 
est of  the  profession  to  which  we  have  suspected  him  to  belong. 
We  did  say,  and  we  said  it  on  authority  that  is  not  to  be  contro- 
Terted,  that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  we  must  have  re- 
course to  other  resources  than  our  own  for  a  supply  of  ship  tim- 
ber. We  did  say/ and  we  repeat  it,  that  a  scarcity  of  large 
oak  timber  already  exists,  and  has  for  some  time  existed ;  and  we 
thought  that  it  required  no  other  argument  to  establish  this  fact, 
than  the  necessity  of  the  recourse  which  was  had  to  those  ingenious 
expedients  that  have  been  employed  in  the  king's  dock-yard  for 
some  years  past,  and  which  are  now  employed  in  the  private  yards, 
to  obviate  the  serious  inconveniences  that  would  otherwise  have 
been  felt,  from  the  utter  impossibility  of  procuring  timber  of  cer- 
tain forms  and  dimensions,  which  was  once  considered  as  indis- 
pensable in  the  construction  of  ships  of  the  line.  If  our  ^  assertions 
are  void  of  thith,'  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  oak  timber  dirough- 
out  the  kingdom  in  1771  is  also  void  of  truth.  If  our  arguments 
are  *  void  of  judgment  and  sense,*  then  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
woods,  forests,  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown,  made  to  parliament 
in  179^9 1^  ^'s<>  ^^^  ^nly  ^^^^  of  judgment  and  sense,  but  founded.^ 
in  falsehood.  If  our  assertions  are  '  void  of  truth,'  the  late  Mr. 
John  Fordyce,  and  the  present  Lord  Glenbervie  and  his  colleagues,' 
have  taken  uncommon  pains  to  raise,  according  to  the  notion  of 
this  officious  agent  of  the  ship-builders,  ^  a  mischievous  and 
a  dangerous  clamour.'     Tlie  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for 

»■       M, ,l,„  ■       , 
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revising  the  civil  affairs  of  the  navy  was,  unnecessarily,  as  we  think, 
withheld  from  publication,  lest  the  concurring  testimony  of  a  body 
of  evidence,  given  by  a  most  numerous,  respectable  and  welt 
informed  class  of  men,  should  create  alarm  in  the  public  mind,  at 
a  time  when  aiwinnmediate  remedy  was  not  quite  obvious.  Yet 
even  then  the  late  Lord  Melville  (who  deserves  even  higher  praise 
dian  the  ship-builders  bestow)  was  *  not  aware  that  any  good 
could  result  from  concealment' — ^he  thought,  as  we  do,  that  the 
knowledge  of  danger  is  the  strongest  incitement  to  the  public  to 
concur  in  the  measures  of  government  for  warding  it  off.  It  is 
however  understood,  that  this  Report  confirmed  the  well  grounded 
apprehensions  expressed  in  the  former  ones,  and  we  believe  that  it 
most  strongly  recommends  the  replantation  of  certain  crown  lands 
for  the  future  use  of  the  navy. 

We  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  diminution  of  oak  timber, 
as  we  thought,  on  the  plain  straight-forward  principles  of  common 
sense;  by  the  increasing  consumption  in  the  naval,  ordnance,  and 
barrack  departments;  in  the  mercantile  marine;  for  machinery, 
and  for  various  internal  and  domestic  purposes ;  in  all  of  which^ 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  the  consumption  had  at  least  been 
doubled;  as  well  as  from  the  rapidly  increasing  population  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  which  required  more  food  to  be  produced, 
and  which  of  necessity  raised  the  value  of  land  nearly  double  with- 
in the  same  period:  but  these  arguments  it  seems  are  *  delusive* 
and  used  only  *  to  produce  despondency,'  and  are  ^  void  of  judg- 
ment and  sense  ;*  and  all  this  is  clearly  and  satisfactorily  proved  by 
one  short  sentence  printed  in  Roman  letters. 

But  *  a  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  Navy  Board  and  the  Board 
of  Ordnance,  and  to  the  testimony  of  their  officers,  and  to  some  of  the 
persons  employed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  would 
shew  that  there  neither  is,  nor  is  tl\ere  reason  to  apprehend,  a  scarcity 
of  oak  timber  in  Great  Britain.' 

We  deny  that  the  accounts  of  the  Navy  Board,  or  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  will  shew  any  thing  of  the  kind ;  but  they  zmll  shew 
that,  owing  to  the  increased  demand,  and  a  failure  in  the  supply, 
the  price  of  oak  timber  has  been  trebled  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  The  accounts  of  the  Navy  Board  will  also  shew  that,  of 
the  stock  of  timber  in  the  king's  dock-yards,  five  parts  out  of  seven 
are  of  a  description  fit  only  for  building  frigates  and  smaller  ves- 
sels ;  and  if  this  agent  had  found  it  convenient  for  his  purpose 
to  make  a  '  reference  to  the  testimony  of  their  officers,'  by  causing 
them  to  be  examined  before  the  committee,  which  he  did  not  do,  he 
would  have  been  told,  what  we  have  already  stated,  that  the  supply 
of  large  and  crooked  timber  had  long  ago  ceased ;  and  that  a  single 
line-of-battle  ship  could  not  now  be  built  after  the  old  manner; 
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but  Aat  recourse  W9S  had,  not  from  choice  but  necessity,  to  vari- 
ous expedients  and  contrivances^  in  order  to  supply  the  want  of  it^ 
by  small  timber.  He  might  then  have  known  that  such  is  the  actual 
$carcity  of  large  timber,  that  Mr.  Seppings,  "whom  we  have  alreadj 
bad  occasion  to  mention  as  an  ingenious  shipwright,  and  who  is  now 
one  of  the  surveyors  of  the  np^vy,  had  contrived  a  plan  for  building  a 
74-gun  ship  entirely  oi frigate  timber,  in  order  to  save  from  wast^ 
iome  part  of  the  vast  quantity  of  small  oak  timber  now  lying  in  his 
M^esty's  dock-yards.  It  is  a  great  mistake  of  Mr.  Adolpbus  to 
9uppose  that  we  grounded  our  opinion  of  a  scarcity  on  this  economi- 
cal use  of  oak  timber;  it  is  not  economy — ^but  waste,  which  nothinj^ 
short  of  absolute  necessity  could  justify.  He  is  equally  miataken  if 
he  thinks  we  ascribe  it  to  the  great  advance  of  price;  we  go  upon 
stronger  grounds — the  utter  impossibility  of  procuring  large  timber 
at  any  rate. 

It  is  true,  this  agent  of  the  builders  did  call  before  the  committee 
'  some  of  the  persons  employed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Woods  and  Forests,'  but  why  did  he  not  call  the  commissiouers 
themselves? — why. not  Lord  Glenbervie  who  held  so  long  the  situ* 
ation  of  Surveyor-General  of  the  woods  and  forests?  The  persons 
whom  he  did  call  were  William  and  Abraham  Driver,  valuers  of 
estates  and  surveyors  of  timber,  brothers  and  partners;  and  it  is 
quite  surprizing  that  two  men  so  nearly  connected  by  ties  of 
relationship  and  by  interest,  following  the  same  occi^pation,  and,  we 
believe,  iiving  together,  should  give  such  discordant  evidence. 
William,  %vho  for  many  years  past  has  had  particular  concerns  in  the 
planting  and  felling  of  ^mber  in  Dean  forest,  says  there  is  very  lit* 
tie  timber  left  in  that  forest;  that  the  greater  part  is  cut,  and  that 
there  may  be  left  some  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  loads.  Abra- 
ham, who  also  knows  the  forest  of  Dean,  says  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  very  fine  timber  there,  of  a  very  good  size,  large,  60,  70,. 
80,  90,  and  100  feet.  Again,  Mr.  William  Driver  says  pretty, 
confidently  that  the  supply  of  timber  fit  for  naval  purposes  may 
serve  some  twenty  or  five  and  twenty  years  to  come ;  that  after  thai 
period  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  large  timber,  and  that  there  will 
be  no  intermediate  timber,  from  that  period  through  a  period  of 
seventy  or  eighty  years,  to  afford  a  supply  fit  for  naval  purposes, 
either  on  government  plantations  or  private  estates;  that  it  requires 
from -80  to  120  years  for  an  oak  to  grow  to  a  size  fit  for  building 
large  ships."^  Abraham,  on  the  contrary,  says  he  does  not  think 
there  is  any  scarcity  at  all  of  timber  fit  for  building  large  ships; 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  a  scarcity;  and  that  there  is  enough 
progressively  coming  forwards  to  fill  up  the  interval  till  the  young 
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■plantations  are  fit  for  use ;  many  of  which,  our  readers  will  be  sur* 
priced  to  hear, '  will  be  fit  to  cut  down  and  applied  to  the  pur^ 
poses  of  the  navy  at  50  years  old/  He  admits,  however^  that 
smaller  timber  is  now  used  for  large  ships  than  formerly,  thgugb 
be  does  not  pretend  to  know  the  cause  of  it;  and  he  also  admit9 
that  a  tree  of  one  hundred  years  old  may  be  a  large  tree,  but  doe» 
not  undertake  to  say  th^t  every  tree  will  be  so  even  at  that  age. 
He  thinks  too  that,  when  consulted  in  179^,  he  gave  an  opinion  thai 
large  timber  in  general  had  at  that  time  decreased,  and  that  sinet 
that  time  it  has  been  decreasing  both  in  the  woods  apd  hedges.* 
We  are  greatly  mistaken  if  he  has  not,  since  that  period,  given  n 
very  decided  opinion  of  the  great  decrease  of  oak  timber  in  most 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  very  small  quantity  that  has  been 
planted;  that  j^eople  of  landed  property  will  not  plant  oak  because 
it  is  a  century  in  coming  to  its  growth,  and  that  it  will  not  thea 
pay  them  for  the  trouble  and  expense  that  have  been  incurred. 

If  the  present  committee  had  beep  able  to  ascertain  the  actual 
jtate  of  the  country  with  regard  to  a  present  and  future  supply  of 
oak. timber,  it  would  have  rendered  a  most  important  service  tp  the 
public ;  but  as  yet  it  has  done  no  such  thing :  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  sbip-builders  has  left  the  question  precisely  where  it  stood; 
and  though  two  thirds  of  the  minutes  of  this  evidence  bear  on 
this  point ;  though  it  has  been,  as  Mr.  AdolphMs  observes,  *  the 
-subject  of  investigation  by  the  examination  of  no  less  thau  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  witnesses,'  the  sum  of  the  information  obtained, 
amounts  to  little  more  than  this — that  there  are  many  noblemen 
$ind  gentlemeri  in  the  difierent  counties  of  England  and  Wales  who 
have  still  some  oak  tin^ber  growing  on  their  estates.  Nothing,  in- 
deed, could  be  more  loose  and  vague  than  the  evidence  of  tdese  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  timber  merchants  who  were  examined,  and  who  ara 
the  purveyors  to  the  Thames  builders,  or,  as  Mr.  Cornelius  Truf- 
fitt  calls  them, '  a  kind  of  middle  men.'  The  dealings  of  each  of 
these  persons,  which  they  themselves  consider  to  be  extensive, 
amount  on  an  average  from  a  thousand  to  two  thousand  loads  of 
pak  timber  in  the  year;  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  their  ideas  of 
•plenty  and  scarcity  are  entirely  relative  to  the  ease  or  difficulty 
with  which  they  procured  the  little  portions  tluit  pass  through 
their  hands,  and  without  the  least  reference  to  the  aggregate  con-» 
'sumption  of  the  country ;  qf  which,  indeed,  not  a  single  individual 
among  them  appeared  to  have  the  most  distant  conception.  T%ey 
all  state,  it  is  true,  that  they  have  hitherto  found  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  their  little  quota,  and  therefore  conclude  there  can  be  np 
scarcity.     Unable  to  carry  their  conceptions  so  far  as  to  suppose 
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that  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  woodland^  of  one  hundred  years 
growth,  to  be  felled  and  replanted  in  rotation,  are  required  for  the 
deibonds  of  the  navy  alone,  they  consider  a  few  woods  of  one^ 
two,  or  three  hundred  acres  within  a  county  as  evidence  of  abun* 
dance  of  timber.  Igporant  that  from  60  to  80,000  loads  of  timber 
are  required  for  the  annual  consumption  of  the  navy — ignorant  that 
this  quantity  is  but  about  one  sixth  part  of  the  whole  consumption 
of  the  country,  which  cannot  be  taken  at  less  than  400,000  loads, 
they  consider  an  estate  to  be  rich  in  timber  that  can  afford  to  fell 
400  loads  a  year.  Indeed  when  we  find  that  every  oak  tree  of 
fifty  or  sixty  years  of  age,  whether  in  clumps  or  in  hedge  rows,  in 
parks  or  in  fields,  is  known,  measured,  and  registered  in  the  pocket* 
books  of  some  one  or  other  of  these  dealers  or  middle  men,  when 
not  a  single  oak  fit  for  felling  escapes  their  notice,  such  keen  ob- 
servation and  minute  knowledge  are  no  slight  proofs  of  the  scarcity 
of  the  article  in  question. 

Every  body  has  heard  of  the  magnificent  wdods  of  Lord  Ailesbury 
at  Tottenham  near  Marlborough,  and  of  course  they  are  not  forgot- 
ten in  the  evidence  before  us.  The  quantity  fit  for  felling  is  stated 
by  Mr.  Major  Bull  to  be  from  30  to  40,0(X)  loads,  worth  600,000/.* 
that  is  to  say  to  about  one-twelfth  part  of  a  year's  consumption,  or 
.  barely  one  month's  supply — but  we  are  not  told  how  many  years 
must  elapse  before  they  will  supply  another  month's  consumption. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  late  Lord  Ailesbury,  who  died  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  would  never  sufier  a  stick  of  timber  to  be  cut  down, 
though  much  of  it  was  decaying,  and  his  woods  would  have  been 
improved  by  it ;  the  quantity  now  standing  is  therefore  the  accumu- 
lated growth  of  two  centuries.  With  great  submission  however  to 
Major  Bull,  we  conceive  we  shall  be  much  nearer  the  mark  in 
statmg  the  quantity  of  timber  fit  for  felling  in  Marlborough  forest 
at  10,000  loads,  including  the  whole  of  the  ornamental  timber  in 
the  park,  and  its  value  at  100,000/.f  But  admitting  the  county  of 
Wilts  to  possess  one  oak  forest  of  an  extent  equal  to  what  is  stated 
by  Major  Bull,  where  shall  we  look  for  another  county  with  such 
a  timber  estate  in  it  ?  Messrs.  Bowsher  and  Co.  who  are  contractors 
for  supplying  the  navy,  enumerate  in  their  letter  to  the  Navy  Board 
DO  less  than  eleven  counties  in  which  35,000  loads  are  considered 

as 

*  Minutes  of  Evidence,  pp»  30!S!  and  30^. 

t  Since  this  wn3.  printed  Tve  have  seen  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Henry  Fermor,  timber 
surveyor,  which  we  cannot  possibly  pass  over,  tifiough  we  had  intended  not  to  avail 
onrsefves  of  any  part  of  the  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  India-built  ship  owners.  It  would 
teem  that  some  of  the  committee  entertained  the  same  doubts  as  ourselves  of  the  accu- 
racy of  Mr.  Major  Bull's  evidence,  and  Mr.  Lavie,  the  solicitor,  was  therefore  instructed 
to  employ  Mr.  Ferraor  to  mnke  an  actual  sorvey  of  the  several  woods  and  wooded 
i«iiuraeratedby  MajorfiuU. 
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as  the  utmost  quantity  that  could  be  procured  in  them  in  two 
years.* 

We  know  not  how  far  we  may  trust  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  J^cob 
Read  of  Limehouse,  timber-merchant,  but  if  that  could  be  consi* 
dered  as  valid,  we  should  have  a  pretty  good  criterion  to  judge  of 
the  state  of  large  naval  timber  in  the  kingdom.  He  says  that  the 
eight  following  counties  with  which,  as  a  timber-merchant,  he  is 
well  acquainted,  namely,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  War- 
wick, Glamorgan,  Brecknock,  Monmouth,  and  Radnor,  would 
each  produce  as  much  timber  as  would  build  a  74-gun  ship,  taking 
one  county  with  another ;  and  that  it  would  require  fifty  years  before 
a  second  crop  of  eight  seventy-fours  could  be  obtained  from  those 
counties;  for  that  in  procuring  the  first  eight  he  must  take  away  all 
the  timber  above  forty  years  old,  and  the  remaining  part  must  stand 
to  the  age  of  90  or  100  years,  to  afford  a  sufficient  quantity  of  large 
timber  fit  for  74-gun  ships.f 

As  proof  of  the  abundance  of  oak  timber  in  the  kingdom,  it  was 
asserted  that  large  lots  of  last  year's  felling  were  still  on  hand,  for 
which  there  was  no  sale ;  but  the  builders  failed  to  shew  that  this 
superabundance  had  produced  the  usual  effect  of  plenty,  namely. 


The  result  of  the  survey  compared  with  the  lumping  coujectures  of  the  *  land  steward/ 
Is  too  carious  for  us  to  omit. 
From  Mr.  Major  Bull's  statement.*  From  Mr.  Henry  Fermor's  statement.** 

Loads  fit  for  naval  purposes.  Loads  from  100  to  30  ft  meting4« 

Highclcre  and  Burgclerc    ,    10,000 2,661 

Kingsden,  Sidmonton,  and  ^  „,  qqq  ^         ^  ^.^ 

I^henswell  .    .    •    .      )     '  ' 

Wasing  and  Aldermaston  .      4,000  .......     1,595 

^^l^^f^'J^''^^^'  «"dj  4,000 .1,323 

Bradfidd    .    •    .     .    •  5      * 

Bucklebury  and  Donnington  16,000  ....:..     1,419 

Crookha'ra  and  Brampton  .       1,000 359 

Sandleford,  Woodspeen,  &  ^   ©  qqq  ^  *  33* 

Ham      ...••.)' 


Ewhurst.&c 5,000    .......     2,732 

East  ^ 
Stead  ] 


tWoodhayandHamp-J   3,000    ......     ,     1,002 

ead  Park       .    .    •    .  i     '  i 


Marlborough  Forest,  exclu.  ^  ^  ^^  ^  «« -  ornamental  timber 

fiveofornamcntaltimber)     '  *  included. 

By  Major  Bull,  Lo^ds  82,000  By  Mr.  Fermor,  Loads  19,065 

It  may  be  observed  that  if,  from  Major  Bull's  lumping  way  of  10  or  12,  .10  or  40 
thousand  loads,  we  had  taken  the  larger,  instea4  of  the  »maller  numbers,  it  would  have 
made  his  statement  to  the  committee  about /ve  times  th«  quantity  that  is  actually  found 
•n  the  estates  and  parishes  abovementiouedi^^'HK}  madt  fw  Mlijor  Bull  t 
*  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  301. 
**  Minutes  of  ^Evidence,  pp^.ftdS  and  $91^ 
*  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  3^. 
t  Minutes  of  Endencef-pp-'aqdMid  $07. 
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tbat  of  reducing  the  prices.  Mr.  Monis  however,  who  is  joint 
contractor  with  Mr.  Larkins,  for  supplying  the  king's  yards  with 
timber,  declares  in  his  evidence, '  We  have  gone  through  the  king- 
dom purchasing,  and  I  am  not  acquainted  with  quantities  lying  un- 
purchased :  I  say  that,  in  iustice  to  ourselves,  as  contractors  with 
government,  there  is  no  large  timber  on  hand  in  any  part  of  the 
country.'*  But  Mr.  John  Kershaw,  who  has  been  five  and  twenty 
years  in  the  trade,  boldly  asserts  that  *  there  is,  in  various  counties, 
a  supply  of  oak  timber,  ready  cut,  for  Jive  to  seven  years — that  be 
has  seen  it — that  he  has  himself  four  or  five  hundred  loads.'  By  a, 
little  cross-questioning,  however,  he  admitted  that  he  had  not  t|ie, 
least  conception  of  the  quantity  required  for  the  seneral  con* 
sumption  of  the  country — ihatjtf^;^  or  seven  years  would  be  a  most 
extravagant  lime  to  let  timber  lie  after  it  was  cut — nay,  that  he 
knew  of  no  instance  of  any  one  merchant  having  got  400  loads  of 
timber  which  had  been  cut  four  years.  •  Here  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  ship*builders  objected  to  the  line  of  examination,  and  Mr. 
John  Kershaw  was  ordered  to  withdraw;  and  if,  in  his  subsequent 
e;Kamination,  he  sometimes,  like  poor  Wronghead  in  the  play,  said 
aye,  when  he  should  have  said  no,  the  agent  for  the  shiprbuilders 
only  i^  to  blame,  for  having  failed  to  prepare  him  for  what  he  had 
to  go  through — a  failure  however  which,  to  do  him  justice,  he  can- 
not often  be  chained  with.f 

Mr.  Adplphus  affirms  boldly  enough,  that  the  contractors  for' 
supplying  the  dock-yards  have  '  gained  the  ear  of  government,' 
that  this  accounts  for  their  representing  timber  as  scarce;  '  that 
they  shut  their  eyes,'  ^  and  that  they  cannot  find  their  way  to  Lime- 
house  to  purchase  timber,^ — alluding  to  the  evidence  of  one  Rich- 
ardson, a  timber-merchant  of  Limehouse,  who,  with  great  confi- 
dence, ridiculed  the  idea  of  any  scarcity,  for  that  he  had  plenty  of 
timber,  which  he  had  offered  to  the  contractor  for  the  navy  at  ?/. 
a  load,  but  that  he  never  onde  went  to  look  at  it.  Now-,  what  was 
the  fact  i  Mr.  Ramage,  purveyor  to  the  navy,  examined  this  tim- 
ber, as  usual,  and  reported  the  whole  of  it  as  a  parcel  of  trash  unfit 
for  the  navy.  This  Mr.  Richardson,  who  was  sUre  that  there  wa» 
no  scarcity  of  oak  timber,  was  completely  ignorant  either  of  the 
supply  or  demand  of  this  article.^ 

We  deemed  it  of  some  importance  to  determine  the  extent 
ef  forest  that  would  be  required  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the 
ja^Vy,  on  a  given  scale,  for  oak  timber;  the  first  step  towards  which 
mm  to  ascertain  the  number  of  full  grown  oak  trees  that  might  be 
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•  Mihute*  of  Evidence,  p.  176. 
t  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  188,  et  seq. 
t  Speech  of  Mr.  Adolphus,  p.  41. 
§  Minntcf  of  Evjdesce,  p.  S4$. 
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expected  to  grow  ona  given  quantity  of  land.  The.Gommissioneiii 
of  Woods  and  Forests  calculated  that  40  trees  would  grow  oh  an 
acre  of  land ;  to  keep  on  the  safe  side^  we  reckoned  only  85, 
according  to  which,  102,600  acres,  by  a  regular  succession  of  f«lt 
ing  and  replanting,  would  afford  an  adequiat^  and  constant  supply 
for  all  naval  demands.  We  pointed  out  the  danger  and  impolicy 
of  placing  dependence  on  private  estates,  as,  fr<Jm  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, not  necessary  to  be  here  repeated,  few  plantations  of 
oak  had  recently  been,  or  were  likely  to  be,  planted  by  individual^,  - 
the  principal  of  which  was  that  land  cpuld  be  turned  to  more 
j^ofit  by  any  other  kind  of  produce ;  and  this  we  still  maintain, 
notwithstanding  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Major  Bull,  which  has  been 
particularly  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Adolphus,  and  which  he  tells  us, 
makes  it  quite  clear  *  that  old  land  will  not  be  taken  out  of  timber 
in  order  to  be  made  pasture,  because  it  is  not  so  profitable,  not  so 
wise  a  way  of  disposing  of  land,  not  so  sure  of  producing  an  ulti* 
mately  beneficial  result,  as  the  laying  of  it  out  to  timber.**^ 

We  stated  on  very  good  authority  that  oaks  would  not  thrive  on 
land  that  is  not  worth  £05.  an  acre  annual  rent.  Mir.  A.  Driver 
says  that,  *  land  of  £05.  an  acre  is  too  good  for  planting ;'  that 
*  land  that  is  good  for  cultivation  should  not  be  planted,  on  account 
ot  the  interest  of  money  accumulating  so  high ;'  and  Mr.  Robert 
Harvey,  land  steward,  says  that  in  Staffordshire  they  never  plant 
on  land  that  is  worth  more  than  14$.  an  acre.  Now  to  plant  oaks 
on  such  lands  would  be  a  waste  of  labour  and  of  capital,  for  they 
\vould  not  Teach  the  size  of  frigate  timber  in  two  centuries;  yet 
this  same  Mr.  Robert  Harvey,  whose  intelligence  Mr.  Counsellor 
Adolphus  is:pleased  to  compliment,  has  the  hardihood  to  avow  that 
'  for  one  oak  that  is  cut  down,  an  hundred  are  planted  to  my  know- 
ledge; for  one  acre  of  wood  that  has  been  grubbed  up,  a  hundred 
acres  have  been  set  out  under  my  observation.'  Few  of  our  read- 
ers, we  imagine,  know  any  thing  of  this  Mr.  Robert  Harvey^  but 
most  people  have  heard  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  and  Ire  says  that 
^  in  the  counties  best  adapted  for  the  growth  of  oak  not  one  acre 
has  been  planted  for  Jifty  acres  of  woodlands  that  have  been 

•  Speech  ofMr.  Adolphus,  p.  41. 

t  Here  we  must  again  refer  to  Mr.  Fermor'g  evidence. — Mr,  Spankie*  '  Have  you 
known  any  quantities  of  woodland  grabbed  up  ?' — Aiiswcr.  *  Yes ;  it  is  a  general  practice 
ihice  com  has  been  so  dear.  I  consider  there  haVe  been  from  four  to  five  hundred  acres 
-within  five  miles  of  Newbury.*— Mr.  Spankie.  *  Do  you  know  any  woodland  grubbed 
•  up  upon  the  prppprty  of  iJord  Carnarvon  ?' — Answer.  *  Yes.*- — Mr,  Spankie.  *  How 
much?* — Answer.  *  I  canuot  tell  the  quantity  of  acres*  but  there  have  been  two  farms 
grubbed  ;  a  good  deal  laid  open ;  the  fields  enlarged ;  the  hedges  have  been  grubbed, 
taking  the  timber  and  all  away  together.* Mr.Spon/cuj.  '  Mr.  Major  Bull  is  the  stew- 
ard or  manager  to  Lord  Carnarvon  V— -Answer^  '  Yes,  he  is  the  land  steward.* — 
M9id€nc€t  p.  68tf» 
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• 
grabbed  up/  It  would  be  i  strange  anomaly  indeed  in  the  pro- 
gi-essive  improvement  of  nations^  if  an  increased  population  should 
not  have  created  a  competition  between  timber  and  food,  and  if 
England's  '  shadowy  forests  *  should  not  have  given  way  to  the  de- 
mands of  three  millions  of  people  which  have  been  added  to  her 
population  within  the  present  reigiv; — but  it  is  an  absolute  waste 
of  M'ords  to  combat  such  foolish  assertions. 

These  inquiries^  founded  on  truth  and  common  setise,  the  ship- 
builders'  agent  calls  *  childish  essays' — '  one  of  the  principal 
engines  of  the  adversaries  of  the  ship-builders.'     The  committee, 
however,  ii^dulged  pretty  freely  in  these  *  childish  essays.'    TTiey 
endeavoured,  but  with  little  success,  to  elicit  some  information 
from  the  several  timber  merchants  who  were  examined.     Some 
had  never  given  a  thought  to  the  subject,  and  others  might  be  able 
to  calculate  if  time  were  allowed  them.     One  youth,  however,  ap- 
pears first  to  have  astonished  and  then  to  have  disgusted  the  com- 
mittee.    Mr.  Thomas  Alexander  had  been  concerned  in  the  timber 
trade  five  or  six  years.  He  produced  '  a  list  made  out  last  Monday*. 
of  every  oak  tree  whether  in  hedgerow,  wood,  or  park,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Kent  and  Sussex.     He  had  measured  many  thousands  to 
ascertain  their  progressive  growth,  and  ^  I  can  shew,'  says  Thomas, 
'  in  what  time  a  tree  will  grow  from  39  feet,  one  inch  and  four  parts, 
to  59  feet  seven  inches  one  part  four  seconds  and  six  thirds ;  this  H 
calculate  to  be  in  ten  years.'*     For  a  further  display  of  such  amaz- 
ing depth  of  knowledge  in  a  youth  w4io,  *  if  he  lived  a  fortnight 
longer  would  be  twenty,'  Mr.  Adolphus  seems  to  have  got  up  an 
amusing  sort  of  dialogue,  though  it  did  not  produce  that  dramatic 
effect  on  the  committee  which  it  was  evidently  intended  to  do ; 
much  less  did  it  invalidate  our  original  position  against  which  it 
was  directly  levelled: — indeed  he  abandons  this  part  of  the  case  in 
his  summing  up,  and  dismisses  us  in  a  way  peculiar  to  himself. 
— ^  Sir,  1  never  trouble  my  head  with  these  fopperies,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  pretend  to  answer  the  critics  in  their  own  way.'    We 
would  just  hint  to  this  gentleman,  that  if  he  had  more  of  sucbjhp- 
peries  in  his  head,  and  less  flippancy  elsewhere,  neither  he  nor  hii 
clients  would  be  losers  by  it. 

A  very  short  specimen  of  Mr.  Thomas  Alexander's  examination 
by  Mr.  Adolphus,  will  suflSce  to  shew  that  he  too  h^s  his  foppeties: 

Mr,  Adolpkus*^ — *  Do  you  know  how  many  square  feet  there  are  in  an 
^  acre  of  land  V— Thomas.—'  Yes ;  43,560.' 

Mr.  Adolphus. — *  How  many  trees  of  40  feet  will  grow  upon  an  acre  f 
-r-Thomas. — *  108  ;  allowing  400  square  feet  to  every  tree/ 

This  wonderful  calculator  then  proceeds  to  instruct  the  com- 


^  ♦  Minates  of  Eridence,  p.  309. 
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mittee  in  the  management  of  this  acre  of  oaks^  which  he  clearly 
demonstrates^  by  slate  and  pencil^  will  produce  to  the  proprietor  four 
or  five-and-twenty  pounds  a-year,  besides  four  or  five  pounds  a-year 
ifor  underwood  and  small  cuttings,  or  at  the  end  of  85  years  will  be 
worth  2130/.  Well  may  Mr.  Adolphus  say  that  '  this  was  consi- 
dered prodigious !'  that  this  youth  of  twenty  '  was  a  good  deal  quar- 
relled with  for  his  evidence;'  and  diat  he  was  '  thought  presump-* 
tuous.'  In  fact;  it  was  soon  discovered  that  all  this  young  gentle-  . 
man's  measurements  were  '  by  the  eye/  and  that  his  oaks  grew  not 
so  much  by  virtue  of  the  soil  in  which  they  were  planted;  as  of 
the  ratio  between  the  diameter  of  a  circle  and  its  circumfe- 
rence; which  he  kindly  informs  the  committee  is  as  7  to  22 ;  ia 
short  that  all  his  knowledge  was  extracted  from  '  his  father's 
books :'  for  when  examined  as  to  facts^  he  admitted  that  he  never 
knew  60  trees  of  88  feet  cut  from  one  acre — he  never  knew  30  trees 
of  that  measure — he  never  knew  20  trees  of  that  measure — and  thq 
sum  of  all  his  practical  knowledge  came  at  last  to  be  reduced  to  this 
' — '  that  he  does  think  he  can  say  that  there  are  40  trees  in  one 
wood  which  would  not  occupy  an  acre  if  they  were  standing  toge- 
ther.'* 

Mr.  Abraham  Driver;  who  has  been  all  his  lifetime  a  valuer  of 
timber  and  surveyor  of  estates;  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  an 
acre  of  timber  of  any  age  being  worth  2000/.;  never  heard  of  an  acre 
of  timber  at  85  years  being  wotth  25/.  an  acre  per  annum,  nor  any 
thing  like  it ;  nor  has  any  idea  that  such  a  thing  is  possible.  He 
thinks  that  timber  from  80  to  100  years  of  age  may  have  produced 
at  the  rate  of  half  a  load  an  acre  per  annum  worth  6/.  or  at  the  end 
of  85  years  worth  to  the  proprietor  426/.f 

Mr.  Edward  Ellis;  who  has  dealt  in  timber  twenty  years;  comes 
still  closer  to  the  point.  He  knows  a  wood  of  Mr.  Turner  measur- 
ing 120  acreS;  one  of  the  finest  woods  he  ever  saw  or  was  in;  and  one 
likely  to  produce  more  to  the  owner;  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  acres: — 'after  the  value  of  8000/.  of  timber  had  been  felled 
out  of  this  fine  wood,  he  had  himself  offered  30,000/.  for  the  re- 
mainder.' Henceit  follows  that  this  finest  wood  that  was  ever  seen 
of  120  acreS;  is  only  worth  to  the  proprietor;  at  the  end  of  a  hun- 
dred years,  about  38,000/.  or  316/.  13s.  4d.  per  acre. J  Wheii 
we  stated  in  our  '  childish  essays'  the  value  of  an  acre  of  oak  timber 
at  the  end  of  one  hundred  years  at  1000/.  we  were  accused,  by  the 
ship  builders'  agent  of  wishing  to  discourage  the  plantation  of  oaks. 
This  is  not  true;  no  such  foolish  idea  ever  entered  our  beads ;  our 

object  was  to  encourage  the  proper  care  and  culture  of  those  that 

^  ■■■  ■  I ■■  ■    ■  ■      .  ■       I  *i  1 1  II  ■  I  ■  11        w.iiii*  III  ■■  11 1 1  ^1  M 

•  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  214. 
t  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  284. 
%  Miaotei  of  Evidence,  p.  269. 
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did.existy  well  koowing  that  no  new  plantations  were  likely  to  be 
made — -to  point  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  appropriating  a  sufii* 
cient  J>ortion  of  the  lands  and  forests  of  the  crown  for  the  future 
supply  of  the  navy ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  use  of  those 
resources  which  our  territories  in  Asia  afforded  ;  but  above  all  to 
discontinue  that  wasteful  and  ruinous  system  of  building  ships  of 
the  line  in  private  yards,  which  is  the  second  point  of  our  present 
fcquiry. 

?,  Of  the  superior  quality  of  ships  of  war  built  in  the  king's  yards 
over  those  built  in  the  merchants'  yards,  we  really  were  not  pre- 
pared to  hear  that '  it  is  all  prejudice  which  has  been  excited  either 
by  ignorant  or  interested  persons.'  '  It  is  notorious,'  says  the  wri- 
ter of  the  "  Remarks"  on  our  "  Calumnies,"  f  that  some  commanders 
srnd  even  admirals  have  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  ships  built  in  the 
private  yards.'  Indeed !  but  then  these  commandos  and  adniiirals 
are  modestly  considered  by  him  as  prejudiced  blockheads,  who 
have  no  t)ther  means  of  distinguishing  king's-built  ships  but  by  their 
*  defective  planks,  amended  by  large  unsightly  pieces,  a  practice  of 
which  the  contractor  (private  builder)  is  not  allowed  to  avail  hip^- 
self ;  and  therefore,'  he  adds,  '  it  follows,  that  it  is  rather  by  the 
defects,  than  the  superiority/,  that  king's-built  ships  may  be  cnstin- 
guished.'*  It  is  true— the  private  contractor  is  hot  allowed,  by  the 
terms  of  his  contract,  to  put  into  the  ship  defective  timber;  but  we 
shall  presently  shew  what  the  practice  is  of  concealing  such  defects 
by  the  less  *  unsightly'  and  very  commodious  ^xpedieqt  of  paint 
and  putty. 

,  In  recording  the  melancholy  instances  of  failure  in  the  Victorious, 
the  Arrogant,  the  Sceptre,  the  Albion,  the  Rodney,  and  the  Dub- 
Jin,  we  thought  no  other  evidence  was  necessary  to  prove  the  infe-r 
riority  of  merchant-built  to  kingVbuilt  ships. .  We  have  now  before 
us  a  list  of  the  line-of-battle  ships  built  by  contract  betwee^  January 
1793,  and  December  1813,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  printed  28th  April,  1814;  and  from  this  list  the  following 
ships,  with  their  short  history,  may  be  added  to  those  abovemen- 
tioned.  •      '    . 

Wliipn  1>-U»lt.         First  cost.  Time  of  service  be-  Cost  of  When  paid 

fore  being  docked.  Repairs.  off. 
I              '     Yrs.  Mo.                I, 

Superb     1798            38,647            2    6  47,283  180ff 

i^jax        1798             39,039            0     5  26,683  1802 

Achille     1798             38,450             1     5         .25,646  1802 

Spencer   1800   .         36,249             2     9  43,748  1802 

But  in  spite  of  all  these  facts,  it  is  one  of  our  ^calumnies*  to 
)is|ve  stated  that  ships  built  in  private  yards  required  to  be  rebuilt  in 

•■g — ——^ ' — ' — '■ — ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  . ■ — 
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"wx  or  seven  years,  and  many  of  them  to  be  paid  off  after  four  or 
five  years  service.  It  appears  indeed  that  we  were  far  below  the  mark 
in  estimating  tlie  superiority  of  ships  built  in  the  king's  yards  t6 
those  built  in  private  yards  as  4  to  3.  And  although  we  stated  from 
authority  on  which  we  could  rely  that  at  the  time  when  the  pried 
of  building  by  contract  was  36/.  per  ton,  the  cost  in  the  king's 
yards  was  no  more  than  28/.  per  ton,  this  agent  of  the  Thames 
builders  boldly  asserts,  without  either  proof  or  argument,  *  that 
the  public  obtains  three  74-gun  ships  from  the  private  builders  for 
the  same  sum  which  two  cost  in  the  king's  yards/  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  his  assertion  was  as  true  as  it  is  otherwise,  the  public 
would  still  have  a  dear  bargain  of  his  three  74's ;  though  Mr.  John 
Hillman,  surveyor  of  the  East  India  Company's  shipping,  may 
affect  to  think  otherwise.  He  says  in  his  evidence  he  is  sure  that 
ships  built  in  merchants'  yards  are  quite  equal,  and  thinks  they  ar^^ 
superior,  to  those  built  in  the  king's  yards  ! — but  Mr.  John  Hill- 
man  also  informs  the  committee,  that  he  built  the  Albion — and 
we  shall  therefore,  in  mercy,  say  no  more  of  him.* 

But,  says  the  agent  of  the  Thames  builders,  as  ships  are  built 
by  contract  which  specifies  dimensions  and  scantlings,  including 
every  article  and  particular,,  with  drawings,  8cc.  to  which  the  con- 
tractor binds  himself  to  conform,  *  he  is  not  held  in  the  least  respoh- 
sible  for  the  failure  of  any  part  of  the  construction  of  (he  ship,  whe- 
ther it  be  a  deficiency  in  strength,  stability^  burthen,  or  sailing, 
provided  the  materials  be  good,  and  the  workmanship  properly 
performed.'  Tlie  learned  counsel  Mr,  Harrison,  says  he  will  shew 
that  they  are  so  *  by  distinct  and  positive  evidence.'  We  undertake 
to  shew  that  they  are  not  so,  *  by  the  distinct  and  positive  evidence' 
of  facts — and  that  they  cannot  be  so,  even  by  the  evidence  which 
he  himself  has  brought  forward.  The  persons  called  on  to  prove 
th^se  points,  are  the  aforesaid  Mr.  John  Hillman,  and  Mr.  Jame^ 
Hughes,  a  superannuated  shipwright  from  one  of  his  Majesty's 
dock-yards,  who,  it  appears,  superintended  the  building  of  the 
Dublin .f    This  Mr.  James  Hughes,  though  superannuated,  seems 

to' 

I      '         '  111  ,        ,-. — I — *» 

*  See  note  on  the  Albion,  infra, 

t  The  Tliames  builders  have  attempted  to  &x  the  failure  of  the  Dublin  on.  the  nx>df 
of  her  being  fastened  after  a  plan  of  Mr.  Peake,  surveyor  of  the  navy.  The  plan  is 
certainly  objectionable,  but  why  have  not  the  Fame,  the  Invincible,  the  Duncan,  and 
others  similarly  fastened,  also  failed  ?  On  this  point  we  have  the  opinion  of  three  of 
the  king's  builders,  two  of  whom  have  since  been  promoted  to  the  high  situation  of  sur- 
veyors of  the  navy. — '  As  there  are  many  ships /astened  similarly  to  the  Dublin,  and 
as  they  have  in  no  instance  presented  such  signs  of  weakness,  as  that  ship  has,  we  arc 
apprehensive  that  on  intufficiency  of  worhrnfmihip  may  be  discovered  when  she  h  opened 
in  order  to  make  good  the  defects,  "* 

(Signed)  *  H.  Dii^dams. 

«  J.  Tucker. 
*  R.  Seppxkqs.* 
r4  Tjit 
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to  be  Tin  active,  bustling,  blundering  sort  of  a  man,  but  a  moist  4^^ 
termined  advocate  for  the  merchant  builders.  Jtlis  zeal,  however, 
sometimes  outstrips  his  discretion ,  and  we  suppose  Mr.  Adolphiis 
thinks  soj  as  he  never  once  glances  at  'his  evidence.  Indeed 
when  he  asserts  that  the  Dublin  was  built  of  the  best  oak  and  well 
seasoned ;  that  h^  knpws  (what  no  one  else  pretends  to  know)  by 
looking  at  9  piece  of  oak  how  long  it  had  been  felled;  that  in  the 
construction  of  a  ship  he  considers  the  frame  timbers  as  the  least 
material  part — just  as  the  walls  of  a  house,  we  suppose,  are  of  no 
xonsequence,  provided  the  plaster  be  good  with  which  they  are  co- 
vered— his  testiipony  is  ujnworthy  of  the  least  attention.  On  this 
part  of  the  question  we  have  to  offer  a  few  observations. 

Firsiy  with  regard  to' the  materials.  We  believe  it  will  not  be 
disputed  that  ships  built  of  green  timber,  and  fastened  in  that  state, 
.cannot  be  durable. — lliat  ships  are  so  built  in  the  merchants' 
yards,  we  can  prove  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sparrow, 
5:lerk  to  Messrs.  Barnard  and  Co.  who  says  that  timber  then  felling 
would,  by  the  time  it  arrived  at  the  yard,  be  sufficiently  seasoned 
to  go  into  a  ship;  that  this  time  might  be  some  three  months'; 
ai}d  that  he  thinks  three  months  long  enough  for  timber  to  season; 
^nd  he  further  confirms  one  of  our  '  calumnies'  by  saying  that  he 
does  not  think  Messrs.  Barnard  and  Co.  had  at  any  time  timber  on 
hand  sufficient  for  the  buildii^  of  a  74-gun  ship.*  The  Rodney 
was  built  by  these  gentlemen,  the  fastenings  of  which,  by  the  shrinking 
of  the  timber,  either  gave  way,  or  got  so  loose,  that  in  less  than  three 
years  she  was  not  sea-worthy .f  In  the  report  of  the  survey  of  the 
Albion  at  Bombay  it  is  stated  that  ^  the  ship  is  in  general  in  a  very 
'weak  state,  from  havii^  been  built  of  green  timber  which  is  shrunk, 
and  occasions  the  ship  to  work  much.' 

But  *  the  time  the  vessel  is  to  stand  to  season  is  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Navy  Bpard;' — ^it  may  be  so,  but  when  once  fastened  it 
;s  too  late  to  l^t  her  stand,  to  season ;  the  longef  she  stands  to  sea- 
son in  tfiis  state  the  more  will  every  part  of  her  frame  contract  in 

,.,'  The  Plymouth  officers  state  in  their  report  *  that  the  defects  of  the  Dublin  exceed 
any  that  we  have  ever  before  experienced  in  a  new  ship.*  Mr.  Adolphus,  we  observe, 
triumphs  prodigiously  over  us  in  his  summing  up,  because  we  stated  the  expense  of  the 
Dublin's  repairs  at  20,000/,  but  his  triumph  will  prove  of  short  duration.  Tiie 
Dufr/in  wa;  not  rej^oireW,  but  patched  up  and  bound  together  with  iron  knees,  ibr  tem< 
porary  service,  at  an  ex])ense  of  6000/.  To  repair  her  thoroughly,  as  once  intended/ 
would  have  cost  dO>000/.  The  return  before  him, '  in  which  it  is  stated  that  there  has 
not  been  a  shilling  expended  on  that  ship,*  is,  like  most  returns  of  the  same  kind,  ili- 
correet — we  repeat,  her  temporary  repairs  cost  nearly  6000/. 
*  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  132. 

t  The  three  master  shipwrights,  whose  opinions  on  the  Dublin  are  quoted  in  the  pre- 
ceding note,  report  that,  in  the  Rodney,  they  found  a  bolt  in  the  chock  of  a  beam  not 
through  the  ship's  side,  and  that  a  hole  bored  for  a  bolt  had  only  jnUiy  stuffed  into  it; 
there  is  nothing  like  '  paint  and  putty*  for  cpncealing  the  defects  of  a  ship. 
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f  ts  dimeBsions^  and  the  consequence  mu^t  be  that  the  timber  will 
either,  be,  torn  in  pieces  by  the  fastenings,  or  the  fastenings  will  be 
}oosened,  or  twisted,  or  broken  by  the  shrinking  of  the  timber. 

Then,  we  are  told,  ^  the  resident  overseer  may  reject  any  of  the 
materials  which  appear  to  be  defective.'  We  shall  see  presently 
the  extent  of  the  authority,  and  the  use  of  this  resident  overseer;  in 
jhe  mean  time  we  quote  a  passage  from  the  Portsmouth's  officers 
on  the  defects  of  the  Ajax. 

*  It  is  evident  that  the  defective  state  of  the  knee«  and  riders  pro- 
^eeeded  from  the  unfitness  of  the  materials  themselves^  the  knees  in  parti- 
cular being  much  forced,  and  grain  cut,  and  appear  many  of  them,  a? 

well  as  the  riders,  to  have  been  originallj/  conv^edfrqm  shakey  timber/ 

• 
When  the  surveying  officer  was  called  upon  for  an  explanation  he 
stated  in  justification  of  hii9  conduct, 

*  That  the  unfitness  and  bad  quality  of  the  timber  used  on  the  above 
ship,  neither  were,  nor  could  be,  discovered  by  the  surveying  officers  of 
the  yard,  as  the  defects  (if  any)  are  ahoaysf  hid  by  putty,  and  the  sur- 
faces of  the  beams,  knees,  riders,  &c.  covered  over  with  three  coats  of 
paint,' 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Noakes,  draftsman  and  surveyor 
to  Messrs.  Wigram  and  Green,  and  ship-joiner  on  his  own  bottom, 
will  afford  us  considerable  aid  in  estimating  the  value  of  the  mate^ 
rials  made  use  of  in  merchants'  yards.  He  says  that  the  scantlings 
used  for  74-gun  ships  are  smaller  than  formerly;  ^at  they  prefer 
using  timber  that  is  nearly  of  the  size  wanted — *  it  is  more  durable 
because  it  is  younger,  and  a  young  piece  of  timber  is  more  durable 
than  an  old  piece** — very  logically  concluded  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Noakes.  Besides,  ^  it  is  best  for  the  ship  and  best  for 
the  builder.'  If  this  be  so,  what  foolish  people  must  our  an- 
cestors, whose  *  wisdom'  is  so  extravagantly  bepraised  by  the  ship- 
builders, have  been!  Better  for  the  builder]  no  doubt  it  is;  and 
nothing  but  sheer  stupidity  could  have  prevented  our  forefathers 
from  discovering  the  obvious  advantage  of  using  young  small 
timber,  so  soft,  so  sappy,  so  much  easier  to  be  procured,  so  much 
cheaper,  so '  much  more  lightly  to  be  worked : — they,  good  souls, 
did  not  know  the  value  of  a  plentiful  crop  of  mushrooms,  the 
infallible  precursors  of  the  ^  modern  fashionable  disorder  called 
the  dry^roV — they,  it  would  seem>  foolishly  imagined  that  it  was 
'  better  for  the  ship,'  to  hack  and  hew  away  all  the  sappy  part  of  the 
timber,  and  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts  consoled  themselves  fof 
this  unnecessary  drudgery  by  making  the  burden  of  their  song, 
*  Heart  of  oak  are  our  ships',  &c.* 

*  Minutes  of  ETidence,  p.  338. 

Thomas 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134  Papcrs*-oii  the  Thames  Ship-builders,  i^c.  Atk* 

Thomas  Noakes,  however^  when  asked  by  the  committee  if  he  would 
give  more  for  young  timber  than  for  old,  if  he  were  buying  it,  very 
emphatically  and  laconically  answered,  No.  Mr.  William  John- 
son, draftsman,  purveyor,  and  converter  for  Mr.  Pitcher's  yard, 
entirely  concurs 'with  Mr.  Thomas  Noakes.  '  I  never  buy,*  says 
he, '  very  large  timber  if  they  will  let  me  refuse  it.'  *  What  is 
your  reason  for  that?'  asks  the  committee — '  It  comes  heavier  to 
convert;  it  is  more  expensive  to  convert  than  smaller  timber.** 
The  history  of  the  *  dry  rot'  has  received  considerable  lights  from 
the  young  timber  of  Mr.  William  Johnson  and  Mr.  Thomas  Noakes> 
and  the  three  months'  seasoning  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sparrow. 

A  few  words  will  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  superiority  of  kirig's- 
built  ships  with  regard  to  materials.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Navy  to  provide  a  stock  of  timber 
in  the  several  dock-yards  sufficient  to  allow  a  proper  seasoning  be-; 
fore  it  is  converted  into  the  several  sizes  and  shapes  for  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fabric.  The  active  competition  of  the  private 
builders  in  late  years  has  made  it  necessary  for  them  to  contract 
with  certain  persons  to  deliver  certain  quantities  within  a  given 
time;  but  not  a  stick  of  this  timber  is  sent  off  to  the  yards  until  it 
has  been  examined  by  a  purveyor  of  the  navy,  who  has  the  power  of 
rejecting  whatever  he  may  think  proper.  After  this  the  timber 
master,  under  the  master  ship-wright,  is  made  responsible  for  every 
piece  that  is  received  into  the  yard,  and  for  its  being  properly  arr 
ranged  and  stowed  in  the  best  manner  for  seasoning.  Tlie  foreman 
of  the  works  is  directed  to  refuse  any  piece  of  timber  from  the  tim? 
ber-master  that  is  unfit  either  from  defects  or  dimensions.  When 
the  frame  timbers  of  a  ship  are  prepared,  they  are  then  set  up  in 
their  proper  places,  slightly  attached  together,  hut  not  fastened;  and 
in  this  state  they  are  allowed  to  stand  for  many  months,  sometimes 
for.  years,  to  undergo  such  further  seasoning  as  may  be  thought 
sufficient  to  prevent  them  from  contracting  or  shrinking.  They  are 
then,  in  this  dry  and  seasoned  state,  fastened  together ;  a  roof  i$ 
thrown  over  the  ship  to  keep  out  the  rain;  she  is  planked  down** 
wards  to  prevent  any  wet  from  lodging  within;  and  she  is  not  caulked 
tiU  ready  to  be  launched  into  the  water.  This  is  the  practice  now 
followed  in  the  king's  yards;  whereas  it  is  well  known  that  a  private 
builder  never  has,  nor  can  he  be  expected  to  have,  a  stock  of  timber 
on  hand  fit  for  ships  .of  the  line,  which  he  may  never  be  called  on 
to  build,  and  consequently  when  called  upon,  he  resorts  to  the 
practice  pointed  out  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  Noakes,  and  Sparrow, 

Let  us  now  inquire  how  the  question  stands  with  regard  to  work- 
manship.     It  is  stated  by  the  writer  of  the  *  Remarks,'  and  of 

-  ' '>  -      ' 

*  Mhmtes  of  Evidence,  p.  493. 
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course  by  the  learned  counsel  in  his  speech,  that^  in  addition  to  the 
resident  overse'er,  there  are  the  carpenter,  who  is  to  sail  in  the  ship, 
and  the  assistant  surveyor  of  the  navy  who  inspects  twice  a  week, 
very  minutely,  every  part  of  the  work  in  its  progress:  that  the 
principal  surveyor  visits  the  yard  occasionally;  that  the  inter- 
course and  interchange  of  workmen  between  the  king's  and  private 
yards  are  so  frequent  that  the  works  in  each  may  be  said  to  be 
performed  by  one  set  of  artificers;  and  that  the  ship  ig  resurveyed 
after  launching  by  the  dock-yard  oflBcers — all  which  is  proved  by 
Mr.  John  Hillman  and  Mr.  Jamles  Hughes,  one  of  whom  oversaw 
the  building  of  the  Albion,  and  the  other  that  of  the  Dublin. 

The  resident  overseer  is  a  quarterman,  on6  degree  above  a 
common  carpenter ;  his  salary  is  from  «£  l60  to  «£  1 80  a  year.  This 
person  is  appointed  to  overlook,  and  to  check,  the  work  of  a 
body  of  men  who,  from  the  evidence  of  John  Pascal  Larkins,  Esq. 
fihip-owner  and  underwriter,  tire  wot  very  easily  checked  or  con- 
trolled. They  work,  as  this  gentleman  tells  us,  by  task  and  job,  or 
rather  by  the  lump;,  they  work  so  much  earlier  and  so  much  later 
that  they  can  earn  three  days  work  in  one. — *  1  believe,'  says  he,  *  a 
jshipwright  may  earn  a  guinea  a  day  in  job  work  ;'*  yet  these  are 
the  men  who  are  to  be  checked  by  the  overseer  with  ^  his  «£l60  a 
year.  The  fact  is,  the  resident  overseer  has  little  or  ik)  controul 
over  them ;  he  is  afraid  to  interfere  with  their  work ;  and  although 
Mr.  John  Hillman  and  Mr.  James  Hughes, '  good -easy  men,' 
may  have  had  the  fortune  to  escape  a  broken  head  from  a  mallet, 
or  a  broken  shin  from  a  treenail,  we  dare  say  they  have  heard 
of  others  who  in  their  zeal  for  the  public  service  have  been  less 
lucky.  We  do  not  mean  to  cast  any  blame  on  the  private 
builders  on  account  of  the  imperfect  inspection  of  the  ship;  the 
fault  is  in  the  system,  and  the  only  remedy  that  we  know  of  is 
lo  relinquish  altogether  the  building  of  ships  of  the  line  in  these 
yards.  We  state  not  this  *  from  malice,'  which  is  the  only  motive 
that  Mr.  Counsellor  Adolphus  can  comprehend,  bat  from  a  firui 
end  decided  conviction  that  lai^  ships  of  war  never  can  be  built  in 
the  merchants'  yards  with  that  care  and  sufficiency  which  can  alone 
fit  them  for  their  destined  purpose. 

But  allowing  every  degree  of  authority  and  controul  to  the 
overseer,  and  of  docility  to  the  shipwrights,  we  maintain  the.  utter 
impossibility  of  one  man  overlooking  the  work  of  the  great  number 
pf  men  employed  at  the  same  time  on  the  different  parts  of  so  large 
a  machine  as  a  seventy-four  gun-ship.  While  superintending  the 
work  of  one  gang  on  one  side  of  the  ship,  anodier  gang  on  the 

*  Mifuitcf  ofEridenci;  p.  12i$ 
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opposite  side  may  be  *  clencbing  devils,^  as  they  did  in  the  Albion,* 
uuder  the  inspection  of  Mr.  John  Hillman;  or  driving  short  bolts. 


as 


*  The  reports  of  the  surveying  officers  of  Chatham-yard,  on  the  defects  of  this  ship, 
will  best  illustrate  the  importance  and  value  of  the  resident  overseer's  services,  of  the  sub- 
sequent survey,  and  throw  considerable  light  on  the  question  of  building  ships  of  war  in 
private  yards. 

Extract  of  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Navy  Board,  Chatham-yard,  1st  April,  1811. 

*  The  Albioif,  under  repair  in  this  yard,  from  her  extraordinary  defects,  calls  for  a 
minate  inspection,  and  a  particular  description  of  the  causes  that  may  be  discovered, 
that  have  led  to  such  uncommon  complaints,  in  order  to  prevent  similar  occurrences. 

*  We  have  taken  a  strake  out  of  her  bottom,  at  the  run  of  the  first  and  secx>nd  futtock 
lieads,  where  we  discovered  that  the  usual  mode  of  fastening  the  plank  by  single  and 
double  boring  the  timbers  alternately  has  not  been  attended  to,  a  large  portion  of  the 
timbers  being  only  single  bored ;  of  course  the  ship  has  been  deprived  of  a  oonsider> 
able  quantity  of  fastenings,  ^d  the  treenails  that  are  driven  appear  much  crippled, 
from  the  strain  that  has  been  upon  them ;  the  plank  at  the  run  of  the  second  vfuttock 
beads  in  particular,  is  not  generally  in  contact  witli  the  timbers,  nor  was  it  in  the  first 
instance,  for  we  discover  that  it  is  not  in  places  the  proper  thickness.       ' 

*  The  butts  of  the  w^es  and  the  materials  above  are  drawn  apart  in  many  places  bj 
the  hogging  of  the  ship,  so  that  recourse  has  been  had  to  the  letting  in  of  pieces  at  the 
btitts,  to  make  the  caulking  stand. 

'  In  the  hold,  the  foot- waling  was  from  the  orlop  clamps  down,  a  mass  of  defective 
matter ;  we  in  consequence  unbolted  the  riders,  and  took  it  out,  when  we  discovered 
the  timbers  of  the  frame,  aiid  the  opening  sodden  with  filth ;  had  the  ship  been  sunk  in 
mud,  her  state  could  not  have  been  worse  ;  in  places  she  appears  to  have  been  a  prey 
to  insects  of  different  descriptions,  for  some  of  the  openings  were  absolutely  full  <n 
tbeir  remains. 

'In  unbolting  the  riders,  hooks  and  crutches,  we  found  many  bolts  broken, some  short, 
and  a  few  termed  devils,  or  in  other  words/a&c  clenches;  in  the  crutches  we  also  found 
several  bolts  ragged,  which  we  imagined  was  dene  in  consequence  of  their  being  bored 
tor  with  an  augur  of  a  larger  diameter  than  the  bolt  required,  as  rope  yams  werp 
wrapped  round  the  bolts  so  served.  A  piece  of  gun-deck  spirkctting  and  also  a  shift  of 
jfoot-waling  was  discovered  to  be  chopped  in,  termed  a  Spanish  bom. 

'  The  stern  frame  of  the  ship  is  fallen  aft  many  inches,  which  may  be  seen  by  the 
carling  under  the  gun-^eck  beam  which  rises  to  the  throat  of  the  deck  transoms. 

'  Thethwartship's  arms  of  the  knees  of  the  various  de.cks  are  twisted  from  the  sides  of 
the  beams,  many  of  them  sprung  so,  as  to  be  of  little  use  to  the  ship ;  and  a  considerable, 
quantity  of  the  fore  and  art  bolts  broken,  many  of  the  beams  defective,  and  departed 
considerably  from  their  original  round,  particularly  the  orlop ;  in  fact,  this  ship  present^ 
a  fabric  of  complete  debUity,  arbing  principally  worn  the  insufficiency  of  the  vwrXcfmm- 
ship. 

'  With  respect  to  the  deovlrboUs,  as  they  are  termed,  at  false  clenches,  we  conceive  the 
act  so  truly  criminal  that  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  legislature  should  provide 
a  punishment  proportionate  to  the  offence. 

'  If  it  is  judged  proper  to  enact  a  penalty  to  prevent  accidents  in  cases  where  the  com* 
mon  stages  are  loiadcd  with  passengers  beyond  a  limited  number,  of  how  much  more 
consequence  is  it  to  prevent  acts  which  may  be  the  destruction  of  hundreds! 

(Signed)        R.  Seppings,  E.  P.  Hellyeb,  W.  Hukt. 
Joseph  Speck,  f  C  Queen, 

Thomas  Parrots       > Carpenters  of  the  "^Ramillies, 
BicHARD  Price,        3  (Albion.' 

The  warrant  for  the  Navy  Board  ordering  the  repairs  of  this  ship  did  not,  it  seems, 
embrace  all  that  was  necessary  to  be  done ;  upon  which  the  surveying  officers  again 
-addressed  the  Board  as  follows: 

'  We  can  with  great  truth  assure  your  Honourable  Board  that  our  reason  for  making 
the  representation  was  grounded  on  n»  other  motivv  than  that  of  doing  our  duty  in  a 
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asl  was  the  case  ia  tte  Ardent;  or  filling  up  tolt  holes  and  the  rihs 
in  shakey  tirob^,  with  *  paint  and  putty/     We  anticipate  the 
reply — there  is  the  carpenter  also  to  superintend  the  building  of  the 
ship — ^  the  carpenter  who  is  to  sail  in  her' — *  aye/   exclaims, 
Mr.  Adolphus  witli   seeming  exultation,  *  to  risk  his  own   life 
upon  the  workmanship  which  he  superintends/    Thb  great  hit,  • 
however,  unfortunately  for  his  argument,  is  not  founded  in  fact^  it 
so  happens  that  nine  times  out  of  ten  the  carpenter  appointed  to  a- 
ship  when  building  does  not  sail  in  her,  but  is  one  on  whohi,  for  long 
service,,  hurts,  age,  or  infirmity,  the  appointment  is  conferred  as  a 
mere  matter  of  favour ;  and  when  the  ship  is  ready  for  launching 
a  more  active  carpenter  supersedes  him. 

The  assistant  surveyor  neither  does,  nor  can  he,  inspect  minutelif; 
he  does  not  go  twice  a  week,  nor  always  twice  a  month;  the  pnn* 
cipal  surveyor  may  go  twice,  or  not  at  all,'during  the  time  Ae  ship  is ; 
on  the  stocks ;  nor  would  his  visit  be  of  much  use.    Equally  un- 
satisfactory is  the  resprvey  of  the  ship,  when  she  is  received  into' 
the  king's  yards.     We  shall  quote  tlie  reply  of  the  builder  and  his' 
assistants,  when  called  on  to  explain  their  conduct  with  regard  to  the 
Rodney; 

*  The  Rodney  was  carefully  inspected  by  us  in  the  usual  manner^  and 
reported  that,  as  far  as  practicable  for  us  to  form  an  opinion,  the  works 
appeared  to  be  executed  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract ;  but  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  form  any  apimon 
tf  the  internal  parts  of  the  pork,  which  can  be  known  only  to  those  who 
inspect  the  whole  of  the  work,  in  the  progress  of  her  building.'* 

'  I'* 

case  where  great  neglect  had  taken  place,  from  which  the  government  has  sustained  a 
tonsiderable  loss  and  a  ship^s  company  narrowly  escaped  shipwreck. 

,  *  We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  our  survey  would  have  met  with  your  Honourable 
'Board's  approbation,  and  so  we  humbly  conceive  it  wou|d,  but  we  suspect  representor 
thns  have  been  made  to  counteract  what  we  have  stated;  it  that  be  the  case,  we  should  be 
happy  to  meet  those  on  the  spot  that  have  advanced  a  contrary  doctrine.  Our  sus- 
picions that  a  different  report  has  been  given,  arise  from  the  mode  of  repair  y4u  have 
been  pleased  to  direct;  and  which  mode  we  consider  has  been  adopted  in  consequence  • 
•f  representations  made  by  the  assistant  surveyor  of  the  navy,  who  has,  with  the  merchant 
ship-bnilders,  visited  this  yard  since  oar  statement. 

■  'We  have  opened  hec  abaft  since  our  survey,  by  which  we  have  discovered  great 
mddUional  deficiency  of  workmanship,  and  should  contrary  opinions  have  been  given  to 
that  we  have  advanced,  we  are  of  opinion,  those  that  have  offered  them  should  come  , 
tund  view  the  ship. 

(Signed)  IL  Seppinos,  E.  P.  Hellybr,  W.  Hunt.* 

These  horrible  devils  are  not  confined  to  the  Albion.  In  the  surveying  officers'  reports  * 
on  the  Ardent  is  the  following  passage :  '  several  of  the  fore  and  aft  bolts  of  the  gun,  / 
«pper  and  quarter-decks,  also  the  forecastle,  worked  wholly  out,  and  others,  partly  so,.' 
in  consequence  of  many  of  the  holts  being  short — some  that  worked  out  were  only  five 
inches  and  others  nine  inches  long. 
(Signed)    Joseph  Tuckbr,  J.  Ancble,  Edward  Churchill,  James  Jaoob.' 
•  How  very  imperfect  an  estimate  is  to  be  formed  firom  the  survey  of  a  ship  may  be 
#DUtGtcd  fcom  th«  foUowlog  fact :   four  tervnty-four  gun-ships,  the  Eesolution,  the 

Thunderer, 
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In  the  kill's  yards^  however,  there  is  so  complete  a  system  of 
inspection  and  responsibility,  as  to  make  it  quite  impossible  to  slur 
over  the   worknian^ip  in    the   same    slovenly  manner  which  is 
practised  in  the  private  yards.     The  master  shipwright  is  charged 
with  the  general  and  unremitting  superintendence  of  all  the  works 
in  each  yard ;  his  assistants  superintend  and  controul  the  foreman 
of  the  work,  the  foreman  the  quartermen,  and  the  quartermen  are 
responsible  for  their  respective  gangs,  to  whom  they  allot  the  work  . 
they  have  to  do,  which  is  generally  done  by  task  and  job,  and 
not  by  the  lump,  as  in  the  private  yards.     The  quartermen,  being 
salary  officers,  have  no  participation  in  the  earnings  of  the  gang,  no 
interest  in  the  work  being  slovenly  or  rapidly  performed.     They 
are,  on  the  contrary,  deeply  interested  in  seeing  that  the  work  be 
well  done,  as,  on  their  attention  in  this  respect,  their  character  and 
promotion  wholly  depend.     But  the  effectual  superintendence  of 
the  worlcmanshi^,  by  responsible  quartermen,  is  not  all— the  work 
when  done  is  accurately  measured  by  another  set  of  salary  officersy 
called  sub-measurers,  who  take  a  minute  account  of  every  piece  of. 
timber  and  plank  that  enters  into  the  ship,  every  hole  that  is  bored, 
every  bolt  that  is  clenched,  every  treenail  that  is  driven,  each  of 
which   has    its  appropriate  price,  according  to  its    dimensions, 
adjusted  with  the  greatest  nicety  from  long  experience,  and  printed . 
in  a  set  of  tables,  so  that  every  man  or  gang  of  men  may  know 
precisely  what  he  or  they  ought  to  receive  for  every  description  of 
work,  whether  new  or  old.     The  hours  of  labour  are  precisely  re- 
gulated, and  the  utmost  that  a  shipwright  can  earn  is  from  six  to 
eight  shillings  a  day.     He  must  be  punctual  in  his  attendance  and 
decent  and  orderly  in  his  behaviour ;  and  it  is  this  restraint  on  his 
conduct  and  his  earnings  that  makes  the  shipwright  prefer  the  free 
and  irregular  life  he  is  permitted  to  lead  in  the  private  yards, 
although  in  the  latter  no  provision  is  made,  as  in  the  king's  yards, 
after  a  certain  number  of  years  service,  for  old  age  or  infirmity. 

If,  after  this  comparison,  and  the  practical  experience  of  a  twenty 
*  years  war,  there  are  still  to  be  found  those  who  favour  the  build- 
ing of  king's  ships  in  private  yards,  such  persons  must  shut  theif 
ears  against  all  argument  and  fact,  or  be,  what  the  writer  of  the 
*  Remarks'  hardily  asserts  those  to  be  who  oppose  his  clients, 
'  swayed  by  prejudice  or  interest.' 

But,  thi^n,  it  is  said,  those  merchants'  yards  are  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  the  king's  yards,  as,being  an  asylum  for  i^ipw^rightft 

Thunderer,  the  Monarch  and  the  CuUoden  were  examined  by  the  dock-yard  officers, 
and  reported  as  fit  to  be  cut  down  and  converted  into^az^es,  to  be  employed  agahist  th» 
large  American  frigates.  They  were  taken  ur  succession  into  a  dock  for  that  phrpose^ 
but  every  one  of  them,  on  beio^  opened,  wa«  found  unfit  for  further  service,  and  ordered 
to  be  broktn  up.  ' 
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discharged  from  the  latter  in  time  of  peace.  *  It  is  equally  impor- 
tant to  die  existence  of  the  navy/  says  Mr.  Harrison,  *  as  a  fabrica^ 
tion;  that  the  ship-building  in  this  country  should  be  maintained  to 
the  full  extent,  as  a  nursery  to  the  naval  yards,  and  as  a  receptacle 
of  persons  out  of  employment  in  the  time  of  peace,  as  that  the 
nursery  of  seamen  should  be  encouraged  to  man  the  navy  for  ser- 
vice:' and  he  tells  us  that,  *  if  you  lose  sight  of  this  policy,  you 
will  destroy  the  means  of  being  able  to  make  any  sudden  exertion; 
you  will  transfer  the  shipwrights  to  other  countries,  where  tney 
would  be  gladly  received.'*  And  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks' 
9ays,  that  ^  the  emigration  in,  J 802  must  be  in  the  recollection  of 
every  one  acquainted  with  maritime  affairs.'  He  adds,  in  a  note^ 
\  See  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Admiralty  in  this  year  (I802> 
4>B  that  subject.'  Now  we  shall  take  leave  to  instruct  the  leaitied 
comisel,  and  the  agent,  who  is  utterly  unacquaiiited  with '  mari- 
time affairs,'  that  their  nursery  and  their  asylum,  and  their  re*- 
ceptacle  are  purely  ideal;  that  instead  of  men  discharged  from 
the  king's  yards  finding  an  asylum  in  merchants'  yards,  the  king's 
yards,  as  we  shall  shew,  are  the  asylum  for  the  reception  of  those 
who  are  turned  adrift  from  the  private  yards  when  th^ir  employers 
have  no  longer  occasion  for  their  services.  We  can  inform  them' 
that  neither  at  the  close  of  the  American  war,  nor  at  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  were  aiu/  shipwrights  discharged  frona  the  king's 
yards;  and  We  defy  them  to  mention  the  name  of  a  single  ship- 
wright of  any  character  that  emigrated  in  1802.  We  find  too,  on 
inquiry,  that  no  such  letter  was  written  to  or  received  by  the  Admi- 
ralty as  that^which  we  are  desired  *  to  see,'  on  any  such  subject ;  and 
that,  instead  of  discharging  shipwrights,  new  regulations  were  made 
at  that  time  for  the  better  encouragement  of  entering  apprentices  to 
the  shipwrights  in  the  king's  yards.  We  believe  it  neither  is  nor 
was  intended  to  discharge  shipwrights  at  the  conclusion  of  a  .war 
which  has  raised  the  navy  to  its  present  state  of  unparalleled  magni* 
tude;  at  least  we  may  safely  say  that  to  preserve  that  magnificent  fleet, 
^nd  keep  it  fit  for  service  on  any  emergency,  will  afford  ample 
employment ;  and  this;  in  our  minds,  is  a  wiser  policy  than  that 
of  putting  trust  on  (he  merchants'  yards  for  *any  sudden  exertion.' 
The  king's  dock-yards  ought  to  be,  and  we  trust  they  hereafter  will' 
be,  their  own  nursery  for  shipwrights.  To  prepare  and  place  in  high 
order  one  hundred  sail  of  the  line  of  well-built  and  well-seasoned  ships ; 
fo  break  up  those  which  are  no  longer  fit  for  service  or  deserving 
of  repair ;  and  to  complete  the  works  which  we  understand  have 
been  planned  out  in  the  several  dock-yards;  t6  render  those  esta- 
jbUshments  complete  for  all  the  purposes  of  his  Majesty's  naval  ser^ 

*  Sp«€^  »f  Mr.  Harriioii,  p.  21 , 
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yice,  4ind  independent  of  the  merchant  builders,  except  in  the  buiki-' 
kig  of  sloops  atid  smaller  vessels,  on  which  alone  they  ought 
lo  ^>e  employed ; — ^these  are  the  surest  means  of  obtaining  a  durable 
ilavy  which  may  bid  defiance  to  all  the  navies  in  the  universe. 

But,  says  the  learned  counsel,  these  discharged  men  will  be  toW 

*  that  in  France  and  Holland  they  will  be  received  with  operr 
arms.'  We  can  easily  believe  that  there  are  iiever  wanting 
those  who  are  ready  to  mislead  by  evil  suggestions.  We  ask^' 
however,  what  should  they  do  in  France  ?  In  France  they  have  had. 
shipwrights  to  construct  a  navy  since  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  which 
had  neslrly  annihilated  their  former  one,  amounting  to  more  tharr 
100  sail  of  the  line  anci  70  frigates ;  of  these  it  appears  their  peacef 
establishment  is  to  consist  only  of  13  sail  of  the  line  and  21  frigates.' 
In  France,  therefore,  we  presume  there  must  be  a  greater  want  of  work 
than  of  shipwrights  ;  and  as  to  the  Dutch,  we  are  greatly  mistaken* 
if  we  do  not  very  shortly  see  their  ships  of  war  converted  into  cai^ 
riers  of  coflFee,  t^a,  and  spices ;  at  any  rate,  they  have  no  money  to* 
lay  out  on  their  navy,  or  to  give  employment  to  their  own  *  dis- 
charged' shipwrights.  ,  We  said  that  America  has  more  shipwright* 
tiian  can  find  employment,  and  we  stfy  so  still ;  the  writer  of  tfie 

*  Remarks,'  with  his  usual  talent  for  misrepresentation,  makesf 
us  say,  *  America  is  indifferent  about  seducing  English  subjects 
into  the  snare  of  citizenship/  We  presume  to  know  as  much  as, 
perhaps  a  little  more  than,  this  agent  of  the  ship-builders,  of  Ame- 
rican affairs  ;  and  when  we  spoke  of  shipwrights  not  being  wanted 
there,  we  meant  no  reference  to  those  deluded  men  who  have  thrown 

,  themselves  in  the  way  of  being  transported  into  the  back  settle- 
ments to  hew  down  trees,  and  scalp  Indians  at  so  many  dollars  si 
head,  provided  they  are  killed,  in  conformity  to  the  American  Gwai& 
Laws,  *  before  the  15lh  of  June.'* 

3.  The  pretended  superiority  of  Thames-built  merchant  shipi^ 
over  teak-built  ships  is  a  point  which  they  now  seem  to  have  almost 
abandoned.  It  formed  no  part  of  the  learned  counsel's  opening  . 
.jpeech,  and  Mr.  Adolphus,  oddly  enough,  makes  the  superior  good- 
ness of  teak- built  ships  a  reason  why  they  should  not  be  employed; 
The  committee,  however,  put  to  Mr.  John  Hillman  this  question. 
^  After  a  given  number  of  voyages,  what  have  you  found  the  state 
of  a  teak  ship,  as  compared  with  the  state  of  British  ships  ?'  Answer: 

*  A  teak  ship,  after  she  has  performed  six  voyages,  is  equal  to  one 
of  ours  after  she  has  performed  three.'  Mr.  Larkins,  ship-owner, 
considers  a  teak  ship  to  last  double  the  time,  with  less  repairs; 
of  a  Tliames-built  ship;  and  Mr.  Walker,  another  ship-owner, 
states  his  having  contracted  for  a  1^00  ton  ship  in  Calcutta,  to  he 

*  S^  oar  last  Number,  p.  53^. 
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tuilt  of  saul,  sissbo,  and  teak,  which  he  concludes,  from  every  in-^ 
formation  that  he  has  procured,  will  last  far  longer  than  a  British- 
built  ship,  the  workmanship  being  of  a  very  superior  kind :  yet  this 
officious  agent  of  the  ship-builders,  with  characteristic  imperti-. 
nence,  thinks  fit  to  animadvert  on  our  having  observed  that  Cal- 
cutta-built ships,  though  not  to  be  compared  with  those  built 
stt  Bombay,  are  excellent.  In  the  true  spirit  of  misrepresenta- 
tion he  likewise  accuses  us  of  *  such  malevolence  as  none  but  a 
demon  is  supposed  to  possess,'  for  having  stated  a  well-known 
fact,  that,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  twelve  Thames-built  India-' 
tnen  had  foundered  at  sea,  in  which  upwards  of  two  thousand  per- 
sons perished.  We  gave  their  names,  their  ages,  their  tonnage,  and 
the. dates  oflheirloss,  without  inference  or  surmise,  but  merely  as 
an  historical  event,  militating  against  the  pretended  established 
good  character  of  Thames-built  ships ;  the  fact  admitted  not  of 
refutation;  it  could  not  be  denied;  and  yet  it  is  set  down  as  one 
of  our  *  calumnies' — nay  *  a  coarse  and  venembus  calumny,'  made^ 
as  he  says,  to  introduce  and  grace  the  assertion,'  that,  *  with  one  soli- 
tary exception,  there  is  no  instance  on  record  of  a  Bombay-built 
teak  merchant  ship  having  foundered  at  sea.'  We  repeat  the  as- 
sertion; but  deny  that  it  was  made  for  any  such  purpose.  We 
are  not  so  silly  as  to  imagine  that  there  is  any  charm  in  teak  to 
prevent  ships  built  of  that  wood  from  foundering,  but  we  do  say 
that  the  quality  it  possesses  of  not  shrinking  under  any  circum- 
stances, and  tl^e  very  superior  workmanship  of  India-built  ships, 
enable  them  to  resist  the  violence  of  a  tempestuous  sea  which 
would  overwhelm  an  unseasoned  and  consequently  weak  oak-built 
ship.  If  the  English  builders  are  not  satisfied  with  the  compari- 
son we  have  already  inade,  we  will  furnish  them  with  a  very  re- 
markable case  in  point,  which  they  may  again  instruct  their  agent 
to  designate  as  '  calumny,'  or  '  malevolence,'  or  any  other  abusive 
name  they  think  fit.  The  Dover  and  the  Chichester,  one  Indian^ 
the  other  European-built,  were  driven  on  shore  at  Madras  in 
1811.  The  Chichester  was  speedily  dashed  to  atoms,  but  the 
Dover  resisted  for  months  the  most  violent  surf  that  is  proba- 
bly known  in  the  whole  wdrld.  Carpenters  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
take  her  in  pieces,  which  at  length  was  only  effected  by  blowing 
[  her  up  with  gunpowder.     This  ship  was  twen^  years  old.  ^  ' 

We  know  not  for  what  purpose  the  '  Reports  of  the  Committee 
lof  Shipping'  &re  printed  in  the  Minutes  of  Evidence — not  with  a 
Iview  surely  of  exculpating  the  builders  of  the  ships  that  foundered ; 
for  they  do  no  such  thing ;  they  are  in  fact  mere  matters  of  official 
^orm,  written  out  by  2l  clerk  and  signed  by  the  committee :  take 
jor  instance  the  substance  of  that  respecting  the  loss  of  the  Prince 
V  Wales. 

VOL.  XI.  NO.  XXI.  Q  *The 
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-   *  The  committee  report  tbat  they  have  reason  to  believe  dial  all  tiir 

tersons  who  were  on  hoard  the  Prince  of  Wales,  aC  the  time  of  her  losv 
ave  perished ;  and  that,  as  the  occasion  and  circumstances  relating  to 
her  loss  are  wholly  unknown,  there  is  an  impossibility  of  inquiring  sa- 
tisfactorily into  the  loss  of  the  said  ship.  The  coBMnittee  further  report 
that  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  ship  was  stored  in  a  sufficient  man- 
ner at  her  outfit  for  her  voyage,  and  th«t,  consequently,  no  blame  can 
attach  to  the  owners;  and  that,  from  the  experience  and  ability  of  th# 
commander  and  qficers,  it  is  reasonably  to  be  ii^enred  that  no  blama 
^attaches  to  them.'* 

Here  we  find  no  acquittal  of  the  builders;  and  if  blame  ean  be 
mipposed  to  attach  any  where,  when  a  ship  is  well  stored  and  well 
officered,  the  inference  is  obvious  where  we  oi^ht  to  fix  it. 

While  on  this  point  we  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  Mr. 
Adolphus  is  just  as  ranch  addicted  to  misfepresentation  as  the 
agent  himself.    He  says,  the  loss  of  these  ships  *  is  made  a  foun- 
dation of  a  complaint  Uiat  they  have  been  so  weak  and  imper^ 
fectly  built  (for  that  is  the  phrase  used)^  fcc/f    The  assertion 
'  which  this  gentleman  here  hazards  is  totally  destitate  of  truth — 
die  fact  was  mentioned^  not  as  the  foundation  of  a  complaint^ 
(though  God  knows  the  foundation  wa»  solid  enough  for  that  pur- 
pose,) but  to  shew  that  whatever  truth  there  might  once  be  in  the 
boast  of  the  Thames  builders  that  none  of  their  ships  were  ever 
known  to  founder  at  sea,  that  boast  waff  no  longer  applicable,  for 
that  5  no  less  than  twelve  had  gone  down  withm  the  present  cen- 
tury.^   It  is  not  true  that  the  '  j^hrase  used'  was  *  weak  and  im- 
perfectly built* — ^that  *  calumny/  if  it  be  one,  belongs  to  Mr..  Adol^ 
phus  and  not  to  us;  we  nevef  used  it  on  the  occasion. 
.    Foiled  in  the  attempt  to  prove  the  Thames-built  ships  at  all 
e<|ttal  to  teak  ships,  or  even  to  those  built  in  the  Hopgley  of  sauI, 
sissoo  and  teak,  the  next  step  was  to  assert  a  superiority  over  those 
built  in  the  outports  of  the  kingdom ;  but  here  too  we  think  they 
have  failed,  notwithstamfoig  the  skill  of  Mr.  Thomas  Barnes,  un- 
derwriter of  IJoyds,  m  the  virtue  of  the  five  vowels,  by  which  the 
character  of  ships  are  represented.    Abel  Qiapman,  Esq.  Eldef 
Brother  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  owner  of  shipping  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  inforn^  the  committee  that  his  famer  built  a  ship 
of  400  tons  measurement,  in  the  year  1745,  winch  lasted  till  ten 
years  f^o;  that  he  has  now.  a  ship  thirty-seven  years  old  which^ 
last  year,  brought  a  cargo  from  Bengal,  made  two  voyages  to  India 
and  one  to  China,   was  never  pumped  the  whole  of  the  China 
voyage,  and  which  he  believes  is  now  between  the  Cape  and  Mauh 

•      *         ■    ^V       ^ »  '■  ■■ 

*  Minutes-of  Erklenoe,  p.  199. 
f  Speech  of  Mr.  Adolpfins,  p.  U. 
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ritius  in  the  service  of  government — ^but  these  shipK  were  built  not 
in  the  Thames  but  at  Whitby.* 

Whether  the  Thariies  ships  or  the  outport  ships  are  superior  in 
quality  is  a  matter  of  very  little  moment  to  the  main  question^  and 
is  a  point  which  the  mercantile  interest  will  very  soon  decide  for 
themselves*  We  are^  however,  greatly  mbtaken  if  the  increased 
building  and  repairing  of  ships  at  the  outports  will  not  interfere 
more  seriously  with  the  Thames  builders  than  the  few  India-built 
ships  that  either  have  been,  or  will  be,  introduced  into  the  general 
trade  of  the  country.  Mr.  Cornelius  Trufitt,  clerk  to  Mr.  Peter 
Mestaer,  states  it  as  a  fact,  diat  a  very  great  number  of  West  Inc|^ 
ships  that  used  to  be  built  in  the  Thames  are  now  built  in  the  north 
of  England  and  the  outports,  because  they  build  them  cheaper ; 
and  though  Mr.  Larkins  may  chuse  to  rely  *  on  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  the  persons  who  contract  to  repair  his  ships,'  we  are 
much  mistaken  if  every  ship-owner  will  follow  his  example,  by 
sending  his  ships  to  be  repaired  where  ^  it  is  completely  impossible 
to  check  a  shipwright's  bill.'f 

4.  They  are  determined,  however,  in  spite  of  the  clearest  evi^ 
dence  and  the  plainest  dictates  of  common  sense,  to  persevere  in 
the  assertion,  that  the  introduction  of  teak  ships  will  ruin  their 
establishments,  by  excluding  the  building  of  Indiamen  which  they 
state  to  be  their  main  support. 

Let  us  see  in  what  manner  they  attempt  to  make  out  this  part 
of  their  case.  If,  according  to  Mr.  John  Hillman's  evidence,  die 
number  of  shipwrights  stated  by  him  were  actually  employed  in  build* 
ing  ships  for  the  East  India  Company,  they  would  construct  from 
40  to  50  of  the  largest  class  annually.  According  *to  Mr.  James 
Hughes's  evidence,  ihey  would  build  about  75  Indiamen  a  year! 
We  notice  these  loose  statements  merely  to  show  the  sort  of 
evidence  brought  forward  to  make^  out  a  case.  Now  it  appears 
from  certain  returns,  quoted  by  Mr.  Harrison,  that  the  average 
number  of  Indiamen  built  annually,  of  all  classes,  from  1795  to 
1804  was  seDen,  %nd  from  1805  to  1814  only  two;  yet  this  reduc- 
tion of  seven  ships  built  annually,  in  the  first  ten  years,  to  two  in  the 
last  ten,  is  gravely  stated  by  the  learned  counsel  to  have  '  already 
produced  the  effect  of  reducing  their  men  from  between  three  and 
jour  thousand,  which  was  the  number  they  formerly  employed,  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  now  in  employment  in  the  river 
Thames,'  that  is  to  say,  the  building  of  two  Indiamen  a  year 
eniployed  upwards  of  thHe  thousand  shipwrights:  or  if  we  tak^  it  ' 
in  Mr.  John  Hillman's  own  way,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing,  for 
he  says, '  that  the  total  number  of  shipwrights  employed  in  the 

•  Minutes  of  Evidence^  p.  142. 
f  Minutei  of  Evidence,  p.  1S9« 
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nver  yards,  in  1602  and  1803,  was  about  2,500,  and  that  tbey  te^ 
ccntly  amounted  to  about  4,000  or  4500 ;'  that  is,  when  thf  y  built 
two  lodiainen  in  the  year,  they  employed  nearly  double  the  number 
of  men  they  had  when  they  built  seven*  Mr,  Harrison's  speech 
states  pretty  nearly  the  same  thmg,  though  in  different  terms: 

*  The  vessels,*  says  he,  *i>uilt  in  the  pfwt  of  London,  for  the  East  India 
Company,  from  1795  to  1804,  were  77  ships,  making  76,127  tons  j  from 
^P05  to  1814^  21  ships,  making  22,41^0  tons,  making  the  decrease  of 
building  of  East  Indiamen  in  thie  Thames,  since  1S04,  56  ships,  and 
63,557  tons.'* 

iVnd  yet  in  the  latter  periods,  the  establishments  which  are  stated  to 
depend  almost  entirely  on  the  building  of  Indiamen,  employed  nearly 
twice  the  number  of  shipwrights  that  were  employed  in  the  former, 
when  the  building  was  as  seven  to  two  1  The  real  fact  is  this :  the 
whole  of  the  East  India  Company's  tonnage,  since  the  exclusion  of 
the  extra  ships,  is  about  70,000  tons,  which  will  require  the  building 
of  about  5,000  tons  annually  to^keep  it  up,  and  these  5,000  tons 
will  employ  about  150.  shipwrights;  so. that  if  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  East  India  Company  was  built  of  teak,  and  their  oaks  ships 
should  at  once  disappear,  like  the  dozen  which  foimdered  at  sea,  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  shipwrights  employed,  we  will  venture  to 
say,  would  not  amount  to  300,  by  the  discontinuance  of  building 
and  repairing  Indiamen.  The  real  secret,  indeed,  of  the  present 
desolate  state  of  the  yards,  is  let  put  towards  the  end  of  the  learned 
counsel's  speech,  when  it  was  found  expedient  to  proclaim  the 
great  merits  and  services  of  the  Thames  builders,  though  at  the 
expense  of  the  whole  argument.  It  is  not  the  buUding  of  India- 
men,  but  building  for  the  navy,  that  has  caused  the  improvident  ex- 
tension of  their  establishments.  *  Of  the  present  navy,'  says  he, 
'  538  ships  have  been  built  in  the  private  yards ;'  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  progressive  increase  of  building  ships  of  war 
corresponds  with  the  increased  number  of  shipwrights  and  artificers 
employed ;  we  shall  take  the  learned  counsel's  statement,  as  we  find 
itj  without  examining  its  accuracy : 

*  Nine  (ships  of  war)  were  built  between  the  years  17S9  and  1770 ;  48 
were  built  from  1771  to  1783;  31  were  built  from  1784  to  1792;  68 
were  built  between  1793  and  1801 ;  91  were  built  between  1802  and 
1805;  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-fhree  were  buitt  between  I8O6  and 
1813.'t 

Can  any  one  doubt,  after  this,  to  what  the  present  stagnation  in 
thejbuilding  trade  is  owing?  Is  it  not  to  be  expected  that  when  the 
demand,  which  called  forth  this  great .  and  unusual  exertion,  was 
satisfied,  when  no  more  ships  of  war  were  ordered  to  be  built,  there 

•  Mr.  Harrison's  Speteh,  p.  5. 
'  t  Mr*  Harrisoa's  Speech,  p.  SH. 
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would  necessarily  be  a  slackness  of  work  in  the  building  yards? 
When  500,0(X)  tons  of  prize  ships  were  eift ployed  in  the; general 
commerce  of  the  country;  when  250>Q00  tons  of  shipping,  ein-i 
ployed  as  transports,  were  on  the  eve  of  being  restored  to  the  usual 
channels  of  commerce ;  when  every  Indianaan  is  now  taken  up  tO' 
perform  double  the  usual  number  of  voyages ;  and  consequ^tly 
one  half  the  usual  number  of  ships  only  employed;  in  a  word; 
when,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  there  has  been  every  prospect 
of  a  general  peace,  was  it  not,  we  ask,  to  be  expected  that  there 
would  be  a  cessation  of  building  for  some  time  to  come?  and>  it 
so,  is  the  problem  to  be  solved  only  by  the  introduction  of  a  few 
teak  shij^s  from  India? 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  these  observations,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  pretensions  of  the  Thames  builders,  are  as  injudicious  and 
ill-advised  as  they  are  unreasonable.  ' 

It  surely  was  beneath  a  wealthy  and  respectable  body  of  ment 
to  employ  the  daily  and  weekly  journals,  and  even  the  wrappers' 
and  covers  of  magazines  and  reviews  as  j^e  vehicles  of  coniniu*' 
nicating  to  the  world  die  desolate  state  of  their  yards,  their  empty 
slips,  and  vacant  docks,  as  if  to  excite*  public  oom«)tseratM>n ; 
dtough  it  was  but  three  days  before  this  *  beggaiiy  <accomit'  ap- 
peared diat  the  last  two  frigates,  of  the  twenty-four  they  bad  built 
for  government  in  about  fifteen  months,  were  sent  off  the  stocks. 
This  lamentable  tale  Was  told  too  at  a  moment  wh^i  the  repairing 
of  ships  is  always  slack,  but  more  particularly  so  in  the  present 
year,  when  a  long  continued  and  unusually  severe  winter  had  just 
brol^n  up,  and  all  the  large  fleets  for  the  East  and  West  Indies^ 
the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Newfoundland,  the  Greenland 
and  South  Sea  fineries,  having  completed  their  usual  refitment, 
were  ready  to  leave  the  docks, 

Trahuntque  siccas  machinje  carinas.  , 

And  for  what  purpose  was  this  appeal  ad  mkericordiam  made  ? 
To  impress  the  public  with  the  false  notion  that  all  the  misery  and 
distress  felt  b}^the  artificers  and  workmen,  in  consequjence  of  the 
stagnation  of  building  and  repairing,  were  occasioned  by  the  registry 
of  a  few  teak  ships  built  in  India ;  and  to  ground  an  application  to 
the  legislature  for  an  injurious,  invidious,  and  unjust  monopoly — 
nay,  worse — to  create  a  tendency  in  the  workmen  to  be  clamorous 
and  dissatisfied,  in  which,  however,  much  to  the  credit  of  this  me- 
ritorious class  of  artificers,  they  have  luckily  failed. 

To  whom,  and  to  what  causes,  the  present  want  of  emplo;^ment 
for  shipwrights  and  other  artificers  is  to  be  ascribed,  sippears  clearly' 
enough  from  a '  Return  of  the  Average  Number  of  Shipwrights  em- 
ployed in  the  Thames  yards/  &c.     In  this  return  itwiU  bp  seen  that 
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W^ramand  Co.  who  head  the  list,  employed,  in  1812,  190  ship^- 
Wrights ;  in  1813  they  had  400,  and  in  March,  1814,  they  had  no 
mor^  than  eighteen  !*-^that  is  to  say,  havipg  procured,  by  the  pros- 
pect of  high  earnings,  above  200  shipwrights  to  finish  off  ten  large 
frigates  in  the  unprecedented  time  of  twelve  months,  they  send 
adrift,  the  moment  that  the  last  frigate  is  off  the  stocks,  no  less 
than  382  of  these  artificers : — so  much  for  this  yard  being  an '  asylum 
for  shipwrights  discharged  from  the  king's  yards !'  The  king's 
yairds  have  been,  in  fact,  the  asylum  for  these  discharged  men ; 
diey  have  received,  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  months,  upwards  of 
800  shipwrights,  and  most  of  them  from  the  merchants'  yards, 
which,  by  the  '  Return'  above  alluded  to,  appear  to  be  about  the 
ilumber  discharged  from  the  latter;  the  average  number  being 
1,474  in  1813,  and  657  in  March,  1814;  the  difference  817  men. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  when  the  measure  was  first  adopted  of 
increasing  the  establishment  of  shipwrights  in  the  king's  yards,  and 
while  the  twenty-four  frigates  were  building,  not  a  man  could  be 
obtained  from  the  merchants'  yards :  since  then  we  understand 
dmt  an  increase  to  the  establishment  of  carpenters'  mates  and 
carpenters  has  been  made  in  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  with  in- 
creased pay  and  encouragement  to  this  class  of  artificers  ;  yet,  as 
far  as  we  can  learn,  very  few  of  these  artificers  have  offered  them-* 
selves  for  the  service,  notwithstanding  die  many  thousands,  if  any 
credit  be  due  to  the  writer  of  the  *  Remarks^'  that  are  '  cast  off 
as  exiles  and  b^gars.' 

The  '  Return'  abovementioned  affords  us^no  clue  to  guess 
even  what  is  become  of  the  4000  '  exiles  and  beggars'  thrpwn  out 
of  em|doy,  or  of  the  3000  which  Mr.  Harrison  promises  '  to  prove 
to  the  committee  were  in  so  destitute  a  situation  for  want  of  work, 
as  to  be'  actually  in  no  condition  to  present  themselves  to  the  com- 
mittee ;'  whil^  it  completely  falsifies  his  statement  that  '  there  are 
now  only  about  250  employed ;'  for  the  number  employed  in  ]  813 
is  stated  in  this  return  at  2,797,  and  in  1814  at  1,385,  (instead  of 
250,)  leaving  unemployed,  or  employed  on  some  other  trade  or 
situation,  1415,  so  very  little  is  tp  be  depended  on  the  evidence 
which,  Mr.  Adolphus  admits,  had,  on  this  part  of  the  question, 
^  some  degree  of  variety.' 

It  is  perfectly  absurd  for  the  Thames  builders  to  attempt  to  dis- 
prove the  fact  of  their  having  entered  shipwrights  from  the  out- 
ports,  and  others  that  were  not  shipwrights,  to  build  the  twenty- 
four  frigates  abovementioned ;  it  is  ridiculous  to  talk  of  shipwrights 
requiring  different  tools  from  the  house^arpenter,  Scc.  and  using 
them  with  a  different  turn  of  the  hand — that  no  one  can  square  a 


^  Minotet  of  Evidence^  p.  399. 
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beam,  or  saw  a  planks  or  bore  a  hole,  or  in  short  be  of  any  use  in 
iiuildit^  a  ship,  unless  he  has  served  seven  jears  apprenticeship  to 
that  particiilar  branch — they  may  just  as  well  assert  that  a  Norfolk 
DEumer  can  neither  plough,  nor  mow,  nor  reap,  and  that  as  a  hus« 
baadman,  he  is  utterly  helpless,  without  a  Norfolk~plough,  or  scythe 
es  sickle.  Now  it  does  so  happen,  in  the  king's  dock^yards,  that 
an  apprentice  who  is  not  able  to  perform  maris  work,  and  obtain 
Bum's  eammga,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  apprenticeship,  is  consi* 
.tiered  ^sa  very  stupid  fellow:  but  the  lliames  builders  th^* 
selves,  or  thdr  imprudent  advocates,  find  no  difficulty  in  supposing 
l|ie  native  Indians  to  spring  up  into  shipwrights  with  the  rapidity 
of  mushrooms ;  nay,  tiie  writer  of  the  '  Remarks'  assures  us,  wh^ 
jther  truly  or  fsdsely  we  stop  not  to  inquire,  that  the  49eets  of  the 
French  (100  sail  of  the  line  at  least)  '  wer«  built  by  men  who 
could  not  handle  the  tools  they  were  commanded  to  work  with'— 
it  is  the  stupid  Englishman  only  who  reauires  seven  years  to  per« 
form  the  work  of  a  shipwri^L  We  could  tell  him,  however,  that 
«die  superior  ^Jass  of  apprentices  in  the  dock-yard  at  Portsmoulii^ 
who  study  mathematics  and  the  principles  of  naval  architecture  one 
iialf  of  the  day,  and  work  with  their  tools  the  other  half,  laid  dowQ 
a  sloop  of  war  in  March,  1613,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  very 
few  shipMwights,  had  her  ready  for  launching  in  June^  1814,  being 
Aefourth  year  from  the  first  entry  of  those  apprentices. 

To  sum  up  the  '  deplorable  case,'  as  the  builder's  a^ent  termft 
i%  of  the  shipwright,  we  are  told  that '  his  only  resource  is  going  to 
«ea,  and  thereby  subjecting  himself  all  the  rest  of  his  life  to  be  im« 
pressed  as  a  seafaring  man :' — this  is  not  only  false,  but  mischiev- 
ous. The  shipwright  betaking  himself  to  sea,  is  not  impressiUe  for 
two  years,  and  if  appomted  carjienter  of  a  merchant  vessel  of  150 
tons,  or  upwards,  is  not  impressible  at  all.  If  he  serves  in  a  king's 
ship,  he  is  not  only  eligible  to,  but  by  good  conduct  almost  sujre 
of  obtaining,  the  situation  of  a  warranted  carpenter. 

The  case  of  the  shipwrights  and  others,  employed  in  the  buSd* 
ing  and  repairing  of  shipping,  is  in  fact  summed  up  in  a  very  few 
words,  llie  war,  which  threw  out  of  employ  so  many  thousands 
of  families  in  Birmingham,  Manchester,  and  other  great  manufao* 
turing  towns,  created  an  increased  demand  for  every  Species  of  la* 
bour  connected  with  the  dock-yards,  whether  public  or  private; 
the  return  of  peace  has  reversed  this  state  of  things,  and  the  ship- 
wright is  now  the  temporary  sufferer;  and  on  this  event,  we  cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  private  builders  of  the  Thames  would  have 
been  entitled  to  the  meed  of  higher  praise  than  that  bestowed  on  them 
by  their  incompetent  agent,  if,  following  the  meritorious  exunple  of 
the  Birmingham  manufacturers,  they  had  been  in  less  haste  to  di»- 
€harge  their  workmen,  and  had  kept  them  employed  on  a  reduced 

q  4  scale 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S48  Papers— ^n  the  Thames  Ship-builders^  S^c.  A  p  lu 

scale  of  work  till  the  return  of  the  repairing  season,  ortill  they  should 
gradually  fall   back  into  their  usual  occupations.     Could  not  the 
wealthy  house  of  Wigram,  for  instance,  afford  to  keep  in  employ 
more  than  eighteen  of  their  numerous  gangs  of  shipwrights  for  two 
little  months,  when  nearly  four  hundred  sail  of  West-India  ships 
were  expected  home,  many  of  which  would  necessarily  require  large 
repairs  ?  Is  the  character  of  Thanies*built  ships  so  depreciated  in  the 
eye  of  the  mercantile  world,  that  they  could  not  venture,  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  ten  large  frigates  that  fell  to  their  share  to  build  in  the 
year  1813,  to  lay  down  the  keel  of  owe  ship  on  speculation,  to  keep 
some  hundred  of  their  shipwrights  from  starving,  instead  of  con- 
tenting themselves  with  bestowing  empty  commiseration  on  paper, 
or  in  lawyers'  speeches  before  a  Committee  "bf  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ? 

When  Mr.  Adolphus  affects  to  doubt  the  fact  of  many  of  the 
discharged  shipwrights  having  gone  into  the  king's  yards,  because 
1  it  id.  not  in  evidence,'  he  is  professionally  right,  though  his  doubts 
are  groundless  ;  but  when  he  talks  of  its  being  ^  open  to  inquiry^ 
whether  it  is  not  changing  the  poor-box  for  another  sort  of  charity^ 
and  making  the  men  dependent  on  the  overseers  of  the  dock-yard 
instead  of  the  overseers  of  their  parishes,'  and  that '  this  is  all  the 
change  in  their  situation,'  his  jargon  would  be  excusable,  were  its 
tendency  not  dangerous,  though  we  fully  acquit  hhn  of  any  such 
mtention. 

To  talk  of  the  meritorious  exertions  of  the  Thames  shipbuilders 
in  laying  out  large  sums  of  money  on  their  establishments  is  almost 
as  ridiculous  as  the  agent*s  ascription  of  Admiral  Byng's  disaster 
'when  sent  against  the  French  at  Toulon,'  (for  Toulon  read  Mi' 
Tiorca,)  the  blockade  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  Chesapeake,  *  and 
of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,'  to  the  want  of  those  exertions.  For  what 
they  have  done  for  the  public  they  have  been  well  paid ;  and  this,  as 
we  conceive,  is  all  they  have  a  right  to  expect.  It  is  preposterous 
to  suppose  that  the  public  should  go  on  building  ships,  which  they 
do  nqt  want,  merely  to  accommodate  them,  especially  at  a  time 
when  the  establishments  of  the  king's  dock-yards  are,  as  we  are  in- 
formed they  are,  fully  adequate  to  the  building  and  keeping  in  repair 
of  one  hundred  sail  of  the  line,  and  twice  the  number  of  frigates. 
The  measure  of  confining  the  building  of  ships  of  the  line  to  the 
king's  yards  will  produce  an  effective  fleet,  reduce  its  expense,  and 
economize  oak  timber.  There  will  still  be  left  sufficient  employ- 
ment for  the  merchant  builders,  provided  they  build  as  well  aod  as 
cheaply  as  at  the  outports.  Their  alarm,  if  they  really  feel 
alarmed,  at  the  introduction  of  India-built  ships,  is  unnecessary. 
We  do  not  suppose  that  the  united  exertions  of  all  India  will  pro- 
^\xce  three  hrge  ships,  exclusive  of  a  ltne*of-^battle  ship  and  a  frigate, 
.    •  '  to 
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to.be  launched  annuall^^  at  Bombay.  Mr.  James  Walkei-'s  corre- 
spondent holds  out  no  great  encouragement  for  building  ships  at 
Calcutta. 

^  There  are  so  many  difficulties  and  troubles  to  encounter  here,  that 
I  am  really  indifferent  about  building  at  all,  but  on  very  handsome 
terms,  which  I  fancy  would  not  be  given.  Large  ships  would,  1  sup- 
pose, be  the  principal  object ;  and  as  the  whole  of  the  iha'terials  must 
be  expressly  laid  in  for  the  purpose,  the  trouble,  vexation,  and  respon- 
sibility in  getting  them,  is  beyond  comprehension,  and  sets  at  defiance 
ail  calculation  as  to  time  or  cost.'* 

That  part  of  the  question  which  relates  to  ships'  stores  procur- 
able in  India,  as  the  produce  of  India,  would  be  unworthy  a  mo- 
ment's consideration,  did  it  not  form  a  part  of  that  illiberal  and 
selfish  system  which  would  confine  all  mercantile  transactions  to 
the  banks  of  the  Thames.  To  prove  how  much  the  several  artifi- 
cers, manufacturers,  and  tradespeople  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 
metropolis  are  affected  by  the  supplies  of  India  in  this  respect,^ 
several  persons  immediately  and  directly  concerned  with  what  is 
called  the  *  shipping  interest,'  were  called  before  the  committee ; 
and  ^1)  of  them  without  exception,  without  ever  having  been  in 
India,  without  any  knowledge  of  India  or  its  produce,  without  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  any  one  fact  they  asserted,  gave  the  most  posi-- 
tive  and  coiifident  evidence  of  the  existence  of  things  that  never 
did  exjst.  Instead  of  India  supplying  every  thing  it  appeared,  on 
cross-examinatiop,  that  full  two-thirds  of  every  article  of  sljips' 
stores,  furniture,  and  even  provisions,  were  sent  out  from  this 
country  to  enable  tlie  ships  built  there  to  put  to  sea.  Copper 
sheets,  copper  bplt^,  anchors,  cables,  tar,  nay  even  blocks,,  masts 
and  ^ail^,  are  ^ent  put  from  England  ;  and  purchased  at  tvyo  and 
three  hundred  per  cent,  dearer  than  the  same  articles  of  Indian 
production.  Tne  repairs  too  which  these  ships  require  on  their 
arrival  in  the  Thames,  are  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  if  we  may 
credit  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Larkins,  who  speaks  from  his  own 
experience.  He  states  that  the  General  Hewit,  of  1000  tons, 
would  have  cost  in  repairs  and  refit  for  a  China  voyage  20,000/.; 
that  the  Larkins,  of  6o7  tons,  built  in  Bengal  and  purchased  for 
23,700/.  cost  in  repairing  and  refitting  for  sea  in  the  Thames 
19,850/. — and  he  states  generally  that  *  there  is  scarce  an  India- 
built  ship  that  comes  home  to  this  country,  that  does  not  want  a 
great  deal  of  iron  fastenings  and  a  great  deal  of  other  repairs 
before  the  East  Indii^  Company's  surveyors  will  receive  them  into 
their  service.'* 

But  the  question  has  a  far  more  extensive  bearing  than  the  nar- 

•  Minutes  of  Evidence,  p.  106. 
t  Minutes  of  Evidence^  p.  122» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«50^  \         Paper»--oii  the  Thame$  Ship-builden,  t^e.         Apit* 

row  limits  widiin  which  Mr.  Harrison,  in  his  opening  speech,  ha» 
confined  it,  namely,  as  '  a  question  of  comparison  between  diose 
interested  in  the  building  of  ships  here  and  those  interested  in  die 
building  of  ships  in  Ind^.'    It  is  not  the  mere  building  in  India 
that  the  learned  Counsel  is  now  instructed  to  oppose ;  it  is  not  the 
refusal  of  admitting  ships  so  built  into  the  general  trade  of  the  coun- 
try— ^he  now  contends  for  the  '  absolute  necessity  that  the  Navi- 
gation Acts  should  be  so  altered  as  to  exclude  from  the  trade 
between  India  and  Great  Britain  any  ships  built  in  India,  as  British 
registered  ships.'    To  shew  the  impolicy  of  Mr.  Harrison's  new 
miaSf  as  they  regard  Great  Britain,  and  their  injustice  as  they  apply 
to  India,  a  very  few  words  will  suffice.    By  the  late  act,  all  extra 
ship  are  done  away,  and  the  Company  is  released  from  the  un- 
Mrelcome  duty  of  providing  tonnage  for  the  private  merchants  and 
for  the  remittance  of  private  fortunes  in  the  produce  of  India. 
This  tonnage  we  maintain  can  only  be  supplied  by  the  ships  that 
are  built  in  the  country.    The  trade,  it  i&tnie,  has  been  thrown 
open,  and  it  is  possible,  though  not  veiy  probable,  that  a  su- 
perabundance of  tonnage  may,  m  die  first  instance,  be  sent  on  spe- 
culation to  India;  and  if  so,  the  loss  and  disappointment  will  most 
assuredly  prevent  a  second  speculation;  but  the  fact  is,  that  not- 
withstanding the  renewal  of  former  restrictions,  two  ships  only, 
as  far  as  we  can  learn,  have  ventured  upon  this  long  and  uncertain 
voyage.    The  Company's  ships,  we  may  be  quite  sure,  will  return 
empty  rather  than  bring  home  a  bale  of  goods  on  private  account;' 
how  then  is  the  tonnage  to  be  supplied  if  Mr.  Harrison's  ideas' are 
to  be  embodied  into  a  law?    We  will  tell  him.    The  Danes,  the 
Swedes,  the  Portugueze,  the  Dutch,  will  be  too  happy  to  avail 
themselves  of  our  egregious  folly,  and  purchase  those  very  teak 
ships,  which,  in  spite  of  our  Acts  of  Parliament,  will  continue  to 
be  built  in  India;  and  the  Americans,  as  heretofore,  will  flock  to 
every  part  of  India,  and  undersell  us,  in  India  produce,  in  every 
market  of  Europe;  for  we  maintain,  without  fedr  of  contradiction, 
diat  the  raw  produce  and  Gruff  goods  of  India  cannot  be  imported 
by  English  merchants  residing  in  London,  and  in  Thames-built 
diips.    The  persons  who  carry  on  this  trade  must  reside  upon  the 
«pot,  and  have  ships  of  their  own  built  on  the  spot,  and  employed 
md  navigated  in  the  coasting  trade  by  the  natives  of  the  country; 
without  this  and  a  free  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  in 
India*built  ships,  the  trade  of  India  must  pass  into  the  hands  of  fo- 
reign nations ;  but  allow  this,  and  we  shaU  be  borne  out  in  saying 
that   raw  cotton  from  Surat  and  Guzzerat  will  be  brought  to 
England,  equal  in  quality  to,  and  lower  in  price  than,  the  best 
bowed  Georgias,  for  which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
such  large  sums  of  money  to  our '  loving  brethren'  the  Americans. 
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With  regard  to  India,  the  prohibition  of  sending  their  produce  to 
market  in  their  own  ships  would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest  inhuma* 
nity^nd  injustice.  What  right,  we  would  askj  have  we  to  say  to 
our  fellow-subjeets  in  India,  you  may  buiU  as  many  ships  as  you 
please,  but  you  shall  not  send  them  to  Great  Britain,  because  Wells 
and  Wigram,  and  Brent  and  Barnard  can  build  ships  as  large,  though 
not  so>good  as  yours  ?  But  if,  as  a  special  favour,  we  permit  your 
diips  now  and  then  to  carry  food  for  our  use,  when  we  can  get  it  no 
where  else,j«u  shall  not  make  use  of  your  own  canvass  and  cordage, 
though  you  have  a  profusion  of  plants  whose  fibrous  bark  is 
admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  because  Mr.  Charles  Turner 
maQu£BCtures  canvass  and  cordage  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  We 
admit  that  you  are  very  quick  and  ingenious  in  learning  all  manual 
operations  and  useful  arts;  that  you  are  a  docile,  harmless  and  in- 
dustrious people;  we  know  that  you  inhabit  a  country  which  feeds 
and  clothes  sixty  millions  of  people,  and  affords  generally  a  super- 
fluous  produce  of  every  necessary  and  luxury  of  life ;  but  we  shall . 
not  allow  you  ^the  means  of  sending  this  produce  to  a  market.  One 
article  indeed  you  make  superior  to  all  the  world  besides,  in  which 
we  do  not  pretend  to  rival  you,  and  that  we  will  compel  you  to  fur- 
nish us  with  in  such  quantities  and  at  such  prices  as  we  shall  fix.' 

.  Such  is  pretty  nearly  the  condition  to  which  we  would  reduce  sixty 
millions  of  our  fellow  subjects.  Well  might  they  complain  that 
we  have  conquered  not  to  enlighten,  but  to  barbarize;  not  to 
set  free  but  to  rivet  their  chains  more  firmly;  to  cramp  those 

'  faculties  and  restrain  those  resources  which  God  and  nature  have 
bestowed  upon  them.    The  late  India  bill  has  done  very  little 
to  better  the  condition  of  the  natives,  and  of  a  great  part  of  that 
HEtle,  the  rejection  of  the  present  bUl  would  still  further  deprive 
them.    To  effect  this  no  pains  are  spared,  no  expense  grudged,  no 
m^sures  left  untried  by  the  ardent  and  indefatigable  agents  of  the 
shipbuilders.    During  the  sitting  of  the  committee,  a,  pamphlet  of 
forty  pages  under  the  title  of  '  Interesting  Extracts,  illustrative  of 
the  Improvements,  &c.  in  various  manufactures  by  the  Hindoos,' 
was  thrust  upon  the  public.     In  this  pamphlet  we  have  the  evi- 
dence of  half  a  dozen  gentlemen  dug  out  of  that  immense  mass 
which  was  taken  before  the  Conunittee  of  the  whole  House  ooJAe* 
renewal  of  the  charter,  to  prove,  what  was  well  known  nearly  two 
centuries  ago,  that  the  island  of  Banca  produced  tin,  and  that  the 
'Dhinese  prefer  it  on  account  of  its  superior  jiialleability.     It  will 
irobably  be  asked,  what  has  Banca,  or  its  tin,  or  the  Chinese,  to 
\o  with  India  ship-building  i    We  dare  say  the  Thames  ship- 
builders have  asked  the  same  thing ;  and  herein  is  exemplified  the 
tility  of  a  sagacious   agent.     Every  thing  beyond  the  Cape  of 
'food  Hope  b  India;  die  sovereignty  of  Leadeuhall-street  ex^ 
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tetiids,  by  the  charter,  to  the  Straits  of  Magellaih,  full  two  third* 
of  the  terraqueous  globe ;  it  embraces  the  whok  empire  of  China, 
with  its  two  hundred  millions  of  population,  and  takes  in   one 
half  at   least  of  the   continent  of  America;  Banca'  and   China 
are  therefore  India.     But  then,  what  has  tin  to  do  with   ship- 
building? why  nothing;  but  very  much   to  do  with  the  present 
bill.     Indeed,  we  should  not  be  surprized  if  it  be  the  means  of 
tiirowing  it  out  altogether.     Already  we  have  little  doubt  the  cry 
has  been  raised  through  all  Cornwall — '  there  is  tin  in  Banca ;' — 
nay,  the  island  of  Anglesea  has  learnt  with  horror,  that  there  is  cop- 
per in  South  America. '  A  skilful  tactician  always  takes  careto  create 
aa  alarm  in  those  interests  which  it  is  necessary  to  bring  over  to  his ' 
view  of  any  question — ^in  the  present  instance,  we  find  a  direct  at- 
tempt to  alarm  the  landed  interest,  by  holding  out  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  oak  timber,  in  consequence  of  using  teak-^Hemd  the 
mining  interests  of  Wales  and  Cornwall,  by  the  discovery  that  the 
Chinese  prefer  the  '  tin  of  Banca,  and  that  the  Hindoos  may  pro- 
cure copper  from  South  America.* 

Our  observations  have  been  extended  to  so  great  a  length  that  we 
are  not  sorry  to  be  relieved  from  any  discussion  on  that  part  of  the 
question,  ^  how  far  a  restriction  should  be  imposed  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  India-^built  shipping,  as  a  question  between  this  country 
aud  her  foreign  possessions,'  as  Mr.  Adolphus  has  not  only  declared 
his  aversion  from  entering  into  discussions  of  this  kind,  but  has 
waved  them  altogether.  For  the  same  reason  we  gladly  forbear 
combating  the  notions  that  some  of  the  directors  seem  to  enter- 
tain with  regard  to  the  colonization  of  India ;  for  the  writer  of 
the  '  Remarks'  talks  of  that  event  being  accelerated,  one  does 
not  exactly  see.  how,  by  the  building  of  teak  ships,  and  refers  to 
some  *  excellent  letter'  of  the  Court  of  Directoris  on  the  subject; 
yet  as  no  evidence  was  brought  forward  on  this  point,  and  the 
learned  counsel^  in  summing  up,  has,  abstained  from  it  altoge- 
ther, we  most  willingly  follow  his  example.  We  may  observe, 
however,  that  if  the  population  of  our  happy  and  prosperous  island 
goes  on  increasing  as  it  has  done  in  the  last  half  century,  the  time 
cannot  be  very,  distant  when  it  may  be  thought  wise  policy  to  en- 
courage emigration  by  a  bounty ;  and  it  may  then  become  a  ques- 
tion to  what  part  of  the  world  it  will  be  mo^t  expedient  to  alloir 
the  superfluous  population  to  expatriate  themselves. 

We  now  take  leave,  we  hope  for  ever,  of  the  present  question, 
and  of  the  ship-builders  of  the  Thames ;  and  while  we  most  heartily 
wish  them  and  their  establishments  all  possible  success,  we  as  ear- 
nestly hope  that  none  of  them  in  future  will  ever  be  employed  to 
build  ships  of  the  line  for  His  Majesty's  service. 
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Investigation.  With  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Present 
State  of  the  several  Departments  of  these  Sciences.  Sy  Peter  Barlow, 
royal  8vo.     2l.  5s. 

An  Examination  of  the  different  Systems  of  Shoeing  the  Feet  of  Horses^ 
jmrticularly  the  Thin-heeled  System  of  the  College,  anothe  System  now  prac- 
tised in  the  Prince  Regent's  Stables.  By  R.  Powis,  Veterinary  Surgeon.  8vOb 
Ss.6d. 

The  Pantalogia;  comprehending  a  complete  Series  of  Essays,  Treatises,  and 
Systems,  alphabetically  arranged;  with  a  general  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Scien* 
ces,  and  Words ;  and  presentms  a  distinct  Survey  of  Human  Grenius,' Learn- 
ing,  and  Industry.    By  John  Mason  Good,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Olinthus  Gregory,  , 
LL.  D.  and  Mr.  Newton  Bosworth.    12  vols,  royal  8vo.    201. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Author  of  the  letters  of  Junius.  To  which  are  added, 
flCMse  further  Extracts  from  curious  MSS.  Memoirs.    58.  6d. 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

Essay  on  light  and  Vision.    By  John  By  water. 
Essay  on  Electricity.    By  the  same.    6s. 

Evening  Amusements,  or  the  Beauty  of  the  Heavens  displi^ed,  from  1814. 
By  William  Hend,  Esq.  M.  A.    12mo.    Ss. 

NOVELS. 

Amabel,  or  Memoirs  of  a  Woman  of  Fashion.    4  vols.  12mo.    IL  8s. 
Batchelor^s  Heiress,  or  a  Tale  without  Wonder.    8  vols^  12mo.     158. 
Patronage.    By  Maria  Edgeworth.    4  vols.  12mo.    11. 8s. 
Splendour  of  Adversity,  a  Dometic  Story.    8vols.  12mo.    15s. 
Letters  of  Ortis  to  Lorenzo;  taken  from  the  original  Manuscripts,  pub^ 
lisbed  at  Milan  in  1802.    Translated  from^he  .Italian.    8s.  6d. 
The  Castle  of  Strathmay,  or  Scenes  in  the  North,  a  Tale.  2  vols.  12mo.  9li 
Myiterjand  Confidence;  a  Tale.    By  a  Lady.    3  vols.    18s. 
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/     Pleasure  and  Pain ;  or,  the  Fate  of  Ellen,  a  Tale.    By  Anna  Maria  Wes- 
ton*   3  vols.     188. 

Corasmin  ^  or,  the  Minister,  a  Romance.  By  the  Aathor  of  the  Swiss  £mi« 
grants.     3  vols.  12mo.     15s. 

O'Donnell,  a  National  Tale.    By  Lady  Morgan.    8  vols.    ll.  Is. 

PHILOLOGY. 

Iludiments  of  Hebrew  Grammar,  Parti,  consisting  of  a  Table  of  Hebrew 
Primitives,  with  a  short  Account  of  the  Formation,  Inflection,  and  Composi- 
tion of  Hebrew  Words,  by  accessions  to  the  Root.     Is. 

A  New  Dutch  Grammar,  with  practical  Exercises :  containing  also  a  Vo- 
cabulary, Dialogues,  Idioms,  Letters,  &c.    By  J.  B.  Dllassendonck,  M.A.  6s. 

POETRY. 

Carmen  Triumphale;  for  the  Commencement  of  the  Year  1814.  By  Ro- 
bert Southey,  Esq.  Poet  Laureat.    4to.    3s. 

Tixall  Poetry,  with  Notes  and  DIustrations.  By  Arthur  Clifford,  Esq.  edi- 
tor of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler's  State  Papers.  4to.  2l.  2s.  and  a  (ew  royal  copies, 
with  proof  plates,  31.  3s. 

Moonlight,  a  Poem,  with  several  Copies  of  Verses.  By  Edward  Lord 
Thurlow.    4to.    58. 

The  Parent's  Poetical  Anthology;  being  a  Selection  of  English  Poems, 
principally  designed  to  assist  in  forming  the  taste  and  sentiments  of  young 
readers.    6s. 

Sortes  Horatians ;  a  Poetical  Review  of  Poetical  Talent,  &c.  &c.  With 
Notes.     12mo.     6s.  6d. 

The  Corsair;  a  Tale,  in  Three  Cantos.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Byron. 
5s.  6d. 

Spain  Delivered,  a  Poem  in  two  Cantos,  and  other  Poems.  By  Preston 
Fitzgerald,  Esq.    Crown  8vo.    6s. 

Pleasures  of  Pity,  and  other  Poems.  By  Ferdinand  Fullerton  Weston, 
Esq.    4to.     11.  lis.  6d. 

The  Legend  of  lona,  with  other  Poeras.    By  Walter  Paterson.     8vo.     12s. 

POLITICS. 

Further  Considerations  of  the  State  of  the  Currency,  in  which  the  means 
of  restoring  our  Circulation  to  a  salutary  State  are  fully  explained,  and  the 
Injuries  sustained  by  the  Public  Treasury,  as  well  as  by  the  National  Credi- 
tor, from  our  present  pecuniary  System,  are  minutely  detailed.  By  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale.     8vo.    6s. 

Grenfell's  Observations  on  the  Expediency  and  Facility  of  a  Copper  Coin- 
age of  Uniform  Weight  and  a  Standard  Value,     is.  ./ 

A  Lettec  to  Matthew  Gre^son,  Esq.  treasurer  of  the  Blue  Coat  School,  Li- 
verpool.    By  the  Rev.  R.  Blacow,  B.  A.     Is. 

Narrative  of  the  most  Remarkable  Events  which  are  said  to  have  occurred 
in  and  near  Leipzic,  Oct.  1813.    8vo.     5s. 

Copies  of  the  Letters  and  Dispatches  of  the  Generals,  Ministers,  Grand 
Officers  of  State,  &c.  at  Paris,  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  at  Dresden.  In- 
tercepted by  the  advanced  Troops  of  the  Allies  in  the  North  of  Germany.  Ar- 
ranj^ed  and  edited,  with  Notes  throughout,  by  A.  W.  Scblegel,  Secretary,  &c. 
to  Bernadotte.     9s. 

Political  Portraits,  in  this  New  Era.  With  Explanatory  Notes,  historical 
and  biographical.  Containing  an  Essay  on  the  general  Character  of  the  Eng- 
lish Nation,  British  Noblemen,  British  Gentlemen,  Men  of  Business,  &c'. 
By  W-  Playfairy  Author  of  the  Balance  of  Power,  &c*  &c.  2  vols.  8vo. 
11.  Is. 
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The  Speeches  of  Robert  Rickards,  Esq.  in  the  Debate  in  Parliament  on  the 
Renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  2d  and  14th  of  June, 
1813 ;  with  Appendixes.     10s.  6d. 

Napoleon's  Conduct  towards  Prussia  since  the  Peace  of  Tilsit,  from  the  ori- 
ginal Documents  published  by  Order  of  the  Prussian  Government.  Transla- 
ted from  the  German,  with  an  Appendix  and  Anecdotes,  by  the  Editor* 
8vo.    4s. 

THEOLOGY. 

Bampton  Lectures.    By  the  Rev.  John  Collinson,  M.A.    8v6.     10s.  6d. 

Evidences  of  Revealed  Religion,  on  a  new  and  original  Plan ;  being  an  Ap- 
peal to  Deists,  on  their  own  Principles  of  Argument.    4s. 

Primitive  Christianity,  or  Discourses  on  Subjects  relating  to  Zeal  and  Prac- 
tice, Faith  and  Hope:  delivered  at  the  Unitarian  Chapel,  Stockport;  by  the 
Rev.  S.  Parker.  To  which  are  added,  Critical  and  Explanatory  Notes. 
4s.  6d. 

A  second  Letter  to  the  Rev.  C.  Simeon,  M.A~.  in  Confutation  of  his  various 
Misstatements,  and  in  Vindication  of  the  Efficacy  ascribed  by  our  Church  to 
the  Sacrament  of  Baptism.    By  Herbert  Marsh,  D.D.  F.R.S.  &c.     Is. 

A  Sermon  oo  the  Love  of  our  Country,  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  on  the  Day  appointed  for  a  General  ThanksgiWng. 
By  Jos.  Holden  Pott,  A.M.    2s.  6d.  " 

The  Family  Instructor;  or,  a  Regular  Course  of  Scriptural  Reading:  with 
familiar  Explanations  and  practical  Improvements,  adapted  to  the  Purpose  of 
domestic  and  private  Edification,  for  every  Day  in  the  Year.  By  John  Wat- 
kins,  LLJ).    3  vols.  li2mo.    ll.  4s. 

Sermonets,  addressed  to  those  who  have  not  yet  acquired,  or  who  may  have 
lost  the  Inclination  to  SLjaply  the  Power  of  Attention  to  Composition  of  a  higher 
Kind.     By  Henry  and  Laetitia  Matilda  Hawkins.    12mo.    7s.  6d. 

Remarks  upon  the  Systematical  Classification  of  Manuscripts,  adopted  by 
Griesbach,  in  his  Edition  of  the  Greek  Testament.  By  Richard  Laurence, 
D.D.    8vo.     5s. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Supremacy  of  the  Crown,  proved  to  be  the  Common  Law 
of  England.     Ss.  6d. 

The  Bible,  in  its  authorized  Version,  .very  different  from  the  Hebrew  Ori- 
nnal,  stated  in  a  Letter  to  the  MospRev.  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
&c  &c.    Bv  G.S.  Clarke,  D.  D.    Is. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  Doctrines  and  Opinions  of  the  various  Religions  in 
the  World.  To  which  is  added,  a  View  of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity,  and 
of  the  Reformation.     By  the  Rev.  David  Williams,  A.M.    2s.  6d. 

An  Address,  by  the  Rev.  Claudius  Buchanan,  D.  D.  delivered  at  a  Special 
General  Meeting  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  held  at  Freemasons*  Hall, 
on  Friday,  the  7th  of  January,  1814.    2s.  6d. 

The  first  nine  Reports  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  1805  to 
1813  inclusive.    8vo.    Vol.  I.  3s.  6d.    Vol.  II.  48.  6d, 

An  Abstract  of  the  Annual  Reports  and  Corriespondence  of  the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  from  the  commencement  of  its  connexion 
with  the  East  India  Missions,  A.  D.  1709,  to  the  present  day,  &c.  &c. 
Svo.     13s. 

Sermons,  by  the  late  Rev.  Walter  Blake  Kirwan,  Dean  of  Eillala.  With 
a  Sketch  of  his  Life.    Svo.     12s. 

Vetus  Testamentum  Grscum  cum  variis  lectionibus.  Editionem  a  Roberto 
Holmes,  S.T.P.  R.  S.S.  Decano  Wintoniensi  inchoatam,  continuavit  Jaco- 
bus Parsons^  A.  M.  Tomi  II.  Pars  3,  complectens  primum  Lib.  Regum.  Ox<^ 
onii  ex  Typographeo  Clarendoniauo.    Folio. .  11.  Is. 
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The  Battle  of  Bosworth  Field,  1485,  with  a  Life  of  Richard  III,  till  he  as- 
sumed the  Regal  Power.  By  W.  Hutton,  F.A.S.  S.  The  second  Edition, 
with  Additions,  by  J.  Nichols,  F.S.A.  and  eleven  Plates.  8vo*  12s.  The 
Additions  may  be  had  separate.    5s. 

Additional  Plates,  with  further  Additions  and  Corrections,  for  the  First 
Volume  of  Magna  Britannia,  containing  the  Counties  6f  Bedford,  Berks,  and 
Bucks.  By  the  Rev.  Daniel  Lyson^,  A.M.  F.  R.S.  F.A.  aBdL.S.  Rector  of 
Rodmarton,  in  Gloucestershire;  and  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.  F.R.S.  and  F.S.A. 
Keeper  of  bis  Majesty's  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London.  4to.  11.  Is.  and 
on  large  paper,  II.  lis.  6d. 

History  and  Antiquities  of  Hawstead  and  Hardwick,  Suffolk.  By  the  Rev. 
Sir  John  Cullum,  Bart.     Royal  4to.    21.  2s.    imp.  4to.  41.  4s. 

The  Parochial  History  and  Antiquities  of  Hampstead,  in  the  Coilnty  of 
Middlesex;  comprising  an  authentic  Detail  of  the  Descent  of  Property  within 
that  District;  an  Account  of  its  natural  Productions,  Customs,  Parochial  In- 
stitutions, eminent  Residents,  ike.  By  John  James  Park.  With  eleven  En- 
gravings.    Royal  8vo.    11.7s. 

VOYAGES''AND   TRAVELS. 

Travels  in  the  Caucasus  and  Georgia,  during  the  Year  1807  and  1808,  by 
command  of  the  Russian  Government.  "By  Julius  Von  Klaproth,  Member  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg,  &c.   4to.     2l.  2s. 

Observations  made  on  a  Tour  from  Hamburg,  through  Berlin,  Gorlitz,  and 
Breslau,  to  Silberberg;  and  thence  to  Gottenburg,  passing  Jthrough  the  late 
Head-quarters  of  the  Allied  Armies.     By  Robert  Semple.     8vo.     7s. 

A  Guide  to  Holland ;  being  a  Journal  of  a  Tour  from  London,  through 
Holland,  and  thence  along  the  left  Bank  of  the  Rhine,  from  its  mouth  in 
Holland  to  Mayence.     12mo.    6s. 


GERMAN  BOOKS  IMPORTED. 
J.  H.  BOHTE,  having  within  these  few  days  returned  from  Leipzig,  begs 
leave  to  inform  the  Readers  of  Classical  and  German  Literature,  that  he  has 
made  an  extensive  Purchase  of  the  most  approved  Classics  and  German  Lite- 
rature; seventeen  Bales  of  which  are  already  arrived  in  the  River,  contain- 
ing all  the  best  new  and  old  Works;  among  them  are  the  following  : — 

Bouterweck's  Geschichte  der  Poesie,  &c. 
Sprengel's  Institutiones  Medicae,  &c. 
Eichhorn's  Geschichte  der  Literatur. 
Ersch,  Ilandbuch  der  Literatur. 
Fuhrmann's  Handbuch  der  Classischen  Literatur. 
Adelung's  Mithridates. 
Campe's  Wirterbuch. 
Schneider's  Griechisch  Lexicon. 
Schleusner's-Lexicon,  Graeco-Lat.  in  Nov.  Test. 
Jordcn's  Lexicon  aller  berilhmten  Dichter  und  Prosaisten. 
Linne  Species  Plantarum,  &c. 

The  Works  of  Schiller,  Schlegel,   Gothe,  Miiller,   Herder,  Winkelmann, 
Gessner,  Kotzebue,Lafontaine,  Wielan^,  Klopstock^  Ohlenschlager,  &c.  &c. 

'  A  Catalogue  of  the  whole  js  now  printing,  and  will  be  delivered  gratis,  at 
No.  3,  York-street,  Covent  Garden,  where  Orders  for  Classics  and  all  Works 
published  in  Germany  are  executed  without  delay,  and  on  the  most  reason- 
able terms. 

•  -  I  . 

London :  Printed  by  C.  Roworth,  Bell-yard,  Temple-bar. 
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Art.  I.  Observations  on  Popular  AntiquitieSy  chiefly  iltu^ 
trating  the  Origin  of  our  P'ulgar  Customs,  Ceremonies,  atid 
Superstitions.  By  John  Brand,  M.  A.  Fellow  and  Sec.  of  the^ 
Society  of  Antiquarians  of  London.  Arranged  and  revised,  with 
Additions,  by  Henry  Ellis,  F.  R.  S.  Sec.  S.  A.    London.    1815./ 

nPHE  word  *  vulgar'  ought  to  be  obliterated  from  the  title  of  thif. 
"*■  work.  What  should  we  say  if  a  traveller,  viewing  only  the  pre- 
sent degradation  of  the  Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Medard,  or  the  episcopal 
hall  of  Eltham,  were  to  describe  the  one  as  a  laystall,  and  the  other 
as  a  ruinous  barn  f  The  devotional  opinions  and  customs  now  living 
only  in  the  recollection  of  the  inhabitants  of  unpolished  or  secluded 
districts,  were  once  incorporated  in  the  splendid  ritual  of  the 
Romish  church.  The  mechanic  and  the  schoolboy  are  amused 
by  sports  and  holidays,  which  formed  the  recreation  of  the  throng 
itself;  and  those  who  were  amongst  the  wisest  in  their  generation^ 
gave  credit  to  errors  and  superstitions,  which  even  the  most  illite- 
rate are  now  half  ashamed  to  acknowlejige.  It  is  equally  ua- 
necestfary  to  apologise,  as  Mr.  Brand  and  other  writers  have  done, 
for  the  *  seeming  unimportance  of  the  subject.'  There  are  few 
departments  pf  literature  which  have  a  better  claim  upon  our  atten- 
tion.  Customs,  arbitrary  and  unmeaning  in  the  judgment  of  the 
careless  observer,  guide  us  as  surely  as  the  pages  of  the  historian. 
Nor  are  the  wildest  superstitions  to  be  rejected.  They  also  sup- 
ply the  want  of  historical  evidence,  and,  as  Mr.  Scott  has  well 
observed,  connect  the  religion,  and  we  shall  add,  the  philosophy  of 
one  age,  with  the  follies  of  the  next.  If  they  are  picturesque,  let  the 
poet  weave  them  in  *  his  wild  ant!  wondrous  lay.'  If  they  are  too 
obscure  to  assist  the  antiquary,  or  too  inelegant  to  claim  a  place  in 
verse,  they  will  not  be  lost  upon  the  investigator  of  the  human  in- 
tellect :  to  him  they  will  answer  the  same  end  as  the  morbid  speci- 
mens  which  tlie  anatomist  treasiu'es  in  his  museum,  and  in  which 
he  finds  the  elucidation  of  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  heslthy 
subject. 

These  inquiries  may  be  more  legitimately  considered  as  forming 
a  chapter  in '  the  history  of  the  moral  and  physical  habits  of  tfaft 
midcjile  ages,  which  retained  their  influence  to  a  later  period  than 
is  usually  supposed.     Even  in  the  days  of  Queen  Ann  authority  was 
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loth  fo  cast  off  the  scarlet  ho6d  and  robe  of  eraiine,  with  which 
she  had  been  arrayed  by  the  gorgeous  genius  of  chivalry :  and  not- 
withstanding the  circulation  of  the  polished  philosophy  of  the  Spec- 
tator, and  the  business-like  columns  of  the  London  Gazette,  the 
world  continued  to  think  in  black  letter  and  illuminated  capitals. 
For  one  who  repeated  the  experiments  of  Boyle  there  were  hun- 
dreds who  puffed  away  their  gold  in  the  athanor  of  Basil  Valentine 
and  Isaac  the  Dutchman.  Blagrave  and  Gadbury  were  found  in 
many  a  study,  where  Halley  or  Newton  would  have  been  soughtin 
vain :  and  Garth  was  forced  to  divide  the  empire  of  the  medical  art 
with  the  regular  or  irregular  disciples  of  Culpepper.  When  the 
heir  attained  his  majority,  the  learned  Serjeants  counted  as  audibly 
as  though  Taltarum's  case  had  been  fresh  in  their  recollection ; 
they  quoted  Bracton  and  the  year  books,  to  prove  their  learning ; 
and  danced  before  the  judges  in  the  Inner  Temple  Hall  at  Christ- 
mas, to  display  their  agility.  The  cope  and  amice  were  retaibed  in 
the  cathedrals;  and  the  choir  resounded  with  matins  at  the  true  old 
canonical  hour.  The  concluding  scene  of  human  life  was  also 
conducted  according  to  ancient  form  and  fashion.  Garter  and 
Norroy  were  called  upon  to  arrange  the  procession ;  banners  and 
pencils  went  before  the  coffin  of  the  esquire ;  and  the  recumbent 
effigy  of  monumental  alabaster  was  the  only  authorized  model  for 
the  sculptor,  who  seldom  ventured  to  heathenize  the  tomb,  except 
by  substituting  the  thorax  for  plate  armour,  or  by  introducing  a 
mournful  Mars,  or  a  pair  of  melancholy  Cupids. 

Of  these  archaeisms  of  every  description  we  yet  retain  a  tolerable 
store;  some  in  the  ceremonies  and  regulations  annexed  to  the 
pageantry  or  duties  of  public  life;  and  more  in  the  pastimei 
or  errors  of  the  common  man,  or  in  the  traditionary  accompa- 
niments to  the  events  of  joy  or  sorrow,  which  form  the  distin- 
guishing epochs  in  the  little  chronicle  of  life.  On  account  of  their 
ordinary  occurrence  they  fail  to  excite  our  curiosity.  We  are  not 
generally  ^ware  that  bride-favours  ariB  derived  from  the  Danes ;  and 
5iat  bride-cake  was  probably  borrowed  from  the  Romans ;  that 
the  cheesemonger  who  counts  at  the  rate  of  six  score  to  the  hun- 
dred is  following  a  Runic  custom ;  and  that  precedents  *  hoar 
with  eld'  may  be  adduced  in  support  of  hot  cross-buns,  and  Christ- 
mas boxes. 

To  trace  the  history  of  what  may  be  called  the  secular  division 
of  popular)  or  rather  national,  customs,  would  require  a  complete 
dissertation  on  the  manners  of  the  times  when  kings  played  at  cross 
and  pile,  and  when  their  subjects  loaded  themselves  with  furs  and 
three-piled  velvet  in  the  dog-days ;  saturated  every  thing  they  ate 
or  drank  with  honey  or  sugar;  and  slept  stark  naked^  to  make 
amends  for  the  sweltering  burthen  of  their  day  dress. 
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Customs  more  or  less  connected  with  religion,  and  superstitions^ 
whether  practical  or  doctrinal,  form  the  other  general  division  of  the 
subject  now  under  consideration.  Many  of  theiu  are  the  vestiges 
of  paganism,  which  the  christian  teachers  were  unable  to  eradicate. 
Not  that  the  northern  nations  were  lukewarm  and  unwilling  con- 
verts, like  the  nations  of  Peru  and  Mexico.  Practising  a  simple 
mode  of  worship,  in  which  the  idol  was  less  liable  to  be  iden- 
tified with  the  divinity  of  which  it  was  the  symbol ;  and  accustomed 
to  doctrines  which  familiarized  tliem  with  the  existence  of  abstract 
spirit ;  their  minds  were  prepared  for  the  reception  of  purer  tenets, 
and  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  were  embraced  with  eagerness 
and  sincerity.  They  nevertheless  adhered,  and  with  some  degree 
of  pertinacity,  to  certain  of  their  old  rehgious  rites,  not  very  mate- 
rial in  themselves,  but  which  were  nevertheless  anathematized 
by  the  clergy,  who,  like  the  fanatics  of  a  succeeding  age,  weje  ^ 
perhaps  too  much  alarmed  at  the  dauger  of  allowing  a  proselyte  to 
retain  any  fondness  for  the  exuviae  of  an  abrogated  faith.  It  was 
this  apprehension  which  sen^  forth  the  Gallic  saints  with  bell  book 
and  candle,  to  rout  the  May  Queen  and  her  rustic  attendants ;  and 
which  made  minced  pies  and  plum  pudding  an  abomination  in  the 
mouth  of  Prynne  and  Harvey.  But  neither  the  thunders  of  the 
councils,  nor  the  more  tangible  terrors  of  the  parliamentary  ordinan- 
ces, were  able  to  wean  the  bulk  of  the  people  from  the  observance 
of  times  and  seasons,  which  afforded  to  the  young  a  prescriptive 
right  to  merriment,  and  to  the  old,  the  equally  valuable  privilege  of 
claimii^  the  enjoyment  of  an  ex,traordinary  cup,  and  the  grant  of 
some  savoury  dish  from  the  frugal  housewife.  Sometimes  the  reign- 
ing philosophy  was  resorted  to  as  a  justification.  As  the  bonfires 
continued  to  burn  at  the  summer  solstice,  notwithstanding  the  canons 
against  them,  the  churchmen  thought  it  as  well  to  prevent  their 
authority  being  compromized,  by  asserting  that  these,  festal  flames 
were  not  without  their  use.  The  blaze,  they  said,  scared  away  the 
dragons  who  flew  about  at  that  season,  and  caused  plague  and 
pestilence  by  poisoning  the  waters  and  polluting  the  air. 

The  machinery  of  the  popular  mythology,  and  the  endless  variety 
of  superstitious  practices  which,  according  to  Le  Brun'  s  defini- 
tion, delude  the  vulgar  and  puzzle  the  learned,  owe  their  primary 
establishment  to  the  same  source ;  although  the  flood  has  been  en-* 
larged  by  many  tributary  streams.  The  clergy  attacked  them  as 
formidable  enemies,  instead  of  treating  them  as  shadows  and  non- 
entities, and  this  unremitting  warfare  strengthened  the  belief,  both 
in  the  existence  of  supernatural  beings  of  every  class,  and  in  the 
magic  virtues  of  vervain  and  four-leaved  trefoil.  Yet  in  spite  of 
theleamed  labours  of  the  theologians,  by  whom  the  whole  unearthly 
synod  were  eomsigned  to  th^  bottomless  pit,  die  esoteric  dqctrine, 
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as  well  of  the  priesthood  as  of  the  laity,  with  respect  to  the  more 
beneficent  classes  of  those  fancifM  creations,  was  more  calculated 
to  inspire  veneration  than  abhorrence ;  and  many  a  square^cap,  who 
diligently  proved  the  infernal  nature  of  these  visitors  to  the  great 
edification  of  his  readers,  thought  in  his  heart,  that  if  the  half- 
brodiers  of  Beelzebub  really  performed  all  that  was  ascribed  to 
them,  the  family  was  painted  in  much  darker  colours  than  it  ought 
to  be. 

The  details  of  these  articles  of  the  unorthodox  creed  vary  in 
every  district,  although  there  are  some  broad  and  general  features 
which  are  discernible  almost  all  over  the  M'orW.      The  volun- 
tary transformation  of  men  into  beasts  of  prey  is  one  of  them. 
The  wizzard-tigers  of  Mexico  are  the  counterparts  of  the  virar- 
wol ves  of  Arraorica.     Besides  the  diversity  of  the  religious  systema 
from  which  they  emanated,  they  have  received  a  peculiar  tinge  and 
colouring  from  all  the  circumstances  which  stamp  the  character 
of  a  nation,  and  distinguish  it  from  its  neighbours.  ^Vampires  and* 
Vroukolakas  originated  with  the  once  ferocious  Slavonian.     Italy 
united  the  useful  professions  of  witch  and  procuress.     The  soli- 
tary instance  of  Mistress  Turner  will  not  justify  our  affixing  such 
a  stigma  on  our  tramontane  witches,  none  of  whom  could  ever' 
boast  of  the  blended  inventory  of  Monna   Alvigia's  oupboud; 
where  conserve  of  roses  and  bean-flower  water  stood  on  the  same 
shelf  witii  the  skin  of  birth-strained  infants  and  the  blood  of 
snakes  and  flitter-mice. — In  France  the  furies  Ate  elegant  female^ 
in  white,  as  attractive,  as  yielding,  and,  alas,  aa  caprieioits  a^ 
their  sisters  of  mortal  mould  ; — the  very  ^osts  there  have  a  pen-' 
ehant  for  coquetry.    They  haunt  rtrtned  towers  and  caverns,  and 
the  solitary  sea-beach.      On  one  fated  day  in  every  year  ihey 
Wte  transformed  into  toads  and  vipers,  but  on  the  follovi'ing  they 
recover  thrir  pristine  beauty. — English  fairies  have  less  frailty  in 
their  composition,  and  more  permanence  in  their  beauty.     With  us, 
the  favour  of  the  *  airy  people  of  small  stature  clothed  in  green,'  irf 
only  to  be  gained  by  neatness  of  apparel,  purity  of  body  and  of 
mind,  raid  especially  by  fervent  prayer  and  fasting.     But  neither 
love  nor  devotion  has  any  cbarois  for  the  malicious  elves,  whoni 
we  encountar  vdthin  a  few  days  journey  to  the  north;  v^o  harass 
tfie  farmers  by  shooting  the  cattle  out  of  spite,  and  riding  their 
horses  to  death  for  their  diversion ;  and  who  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  vahie  of  the  circulating  medium  that  they  never  give  up 
possession  of  a  field  until  they  have  received  a  compensation  iii 
sterling  money. 

^  ^The  laborious  German  peopled  the  gloomy  recesses  of  his  metal-^ 
lie  caverns  with  malignant,  or  at  best  capricious  beings;  and  every 
blast  of  hydrogen  wal  converted  into  an  offended  gtome;    Scheekr 
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et  Klaprodi  would  have  analyzed  the  demon  Anneberg  who  suffo- 
cated a  dozen  workmen  in  the  *  mi^e  called  the  Ro8e-garland.' 
Through  Van  Helmont  and  Paracelsus,  the  legends  of  the  mmes 
are  transplanted  into  the  scientific  nomenclature,  of  modern  chemis*^ 
try.  The  *  Gas,'  who  in  the  days  of  yore  drove  the  sturdy  labourer 
from  the  adit,  now  calmly  submits  to  the  confinement  of  the  stop- 
cock. And  the  '  Cobold'  is  divested  of  his  perversity  in  the  purga- 
tory of  the  crucible. 

The  search  after  hidden  treasures  infatuated  the  Germans  in  no 
ordinary  degree.  Like  Sancho's  pilgrims,  their  constant  cry  was 
^  gheh,  ghelt,  ghelt ;'  and  they  had  no  objection  to  take  the  devil 
as  a  partner  in  a  mining  adventure.  If  the  pick-axe  and  the  borer 
failed  to  discover  the  vein^the  land-owner  had  recourse  to  the  divin- 
ing rod ;  or  to  the  tremendous  *  berg-spiegeP  dug  out  of  the  new- 
made  grave,  or  from  under  the  wheel  which  bore  the  mangled 
carcass  of  the  robber.  Instant  death  was  the  lot  of  the  first  living 
being  that  looked  into  this  mirror ;  but  the  inteHigencies  might 
be  appeased  by  the  destruction  of  a  dog,  or  any  other  inferior 
afumal,  which  procured  the  vision  of  every  treasure  that  the 
earth  conceals.  The  dreamy  enthusiasm  of  their  national  charac- 
ter is  also  strongly  marked  by  the  marvellous  embellishments  which 
^Kxompany  th^r  traditions  of  secret  and  mysterious  stores  of 
wealth.  Such  are  the  stories  of  the  tailor  of  Basil ; — the  more  for- 
tunate shepherd  of  Falckenstein,  who  detached  as  mtich  of  the  pre- 
cious metal  as  he  could  carry  from  the  golden  statue  of  Tidian^  until 
his  superiors  chained  him  to  discover  the  iron  door  leading  to  the 
cavern,  after  which  he  never  could  discern  it  amongst  the  rocks,  the 
treasure  b^ng  destined  for  him  alone; — and  the  fountam  which 
gushed  forth  in  planetary  hours  rolling  pearls  beneath  its  waves. 
There  are  some  traces  of  druidism  lurking  in  Germany  in  the  shape 
ai  popular  superstitions,  which  are  obliterated  elsewhere.  The  peip 
talpha  is  consid^ed  as  a  powerful  phylactery  by  tlie  peasants,  who 
know  it  by  the  name  of  the  trotten-l'uss,  or  Druid's  foot.  And  a 
white  adder  is  believed  to  nestle  under  the  roots  of  the  trees  upon 
which  the  misletoe  grows,  possessing  many  properties  analogous 
to  the  adder's  egsof  Pliuy. 

The  original  innabitants  of  Spain  are  diought  to  have  crossed 
over  from  Africa.  Their  language  fully  proves  them  to  have  been 
an  iuHulated  stock.  Their  mode  of  numeration  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  of  its  singularities,  for  they  reckon  on  from  one  to  twenty, 
A  Vascongado  writer  appeals  to  it  as  a  mark  of  the  superiof  anti^ 
quity  of  his  nation.  He  says  that  other  nations  learnt  to  reckon 
after  they  had  degenerated  from  the  simplicity  of  nature  by  we^i^ 
ing  shoes  and  stockings,  and  therefore  tfiey  left  off  when  they  had 
given  names  to  all  their  fingers.     But  the  Vascongados  began  to 
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study  arithmetic  when  they  were  yet  unshod,  so! they  passed  on  to 
their  toes,  and  doubled  the  length  of  the  series.  However,  without 
stopping  to  examine  the  validity  of  the  inference,  it  is  certain  that 
the  Celtiberians  had  nothing  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Europe, 
aud  therefore  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  peculiarity  of  the 
creed  of  ihajr  descendants,  bleoded,  as  it  is,  with  Moorish  super- 
stition. We  are  not  aware  that  any  castle  on^  this  side  of  the 
Pyrennees  is  haunted  by  such  strangely  figured  monsters  as  the 
Belludo,  or  the  Caballo  descabezado*  Even  the  miracles  of  the 
church  assume  an  unwonted  appearance.  No  tutelary  saint  informs 
the  bell  of  Velilla  which  prognosticates  the  misfortunes  of  the  king- 
dom of  Castille,  nor  is  the  cause  of  its  spirit  of  prophecy  made 
much  more  intelligible,  by  those  who  ascribe  it  to  one  of  the  thirty 
pieces  of  silver  which  was  cast  into  the  melted  metal.  The  lynx* 
eyed  and  fire  proof  Zahori  is  also  the  peculiar  production  of  the 
peninsula*  These  gifted  mortals,  it  is  said,  can  see  through  stone 
walls  or  any  opaque  object  whatever,  with  the  single  exception  of 
red  cloth  or  stuiF.  Huygens  half  believed  the  fact :  the  instance 
which  he  communicated  to  the  celebrated  Father  Merseime  is  whim* 
sical  enough,  it  is  the  counterpart  of  the  scene  between  Mercury 
and  Phaedra,  in  Dryden's  Amphitryon.  Rejecting,  however,  the 
supernatural  powers  of  vision  which  have  been  ascribed  to  them, 
and  in  which  children  born  on  Good  Friday  are  also  believed  to 
share,  it  is  not  unlikely  but  that,  by  long  experience,  and  attending 
to  indications  which  escape  the  less  experienced  eye,  they  may  be 
able  to  give  a  tolerable  guess  at  the  existence  of  subterraneous 
waters.  Something  similar  is  told  of  the  Arabs  of  the  desert,  by  a 
modem  traveller,  who  says  that  they  have  an  uncommon  facility  in 
discovering  distant  wells  by  atmospherical  or  other  signs,  which  do 
not  aifect  the  senses  of  a  European.  That  the  2^hories  are  ac-- 
quainted  with  some  preparation  which  protects  dieir  bodies  from 
the  natural  effects  of  fire  aud  corrosive  substan'ces,  is  now  proved 
beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt,  by  the  performances  of  the  incom- 
bustible Spaniard,  as  he  was  called,  who  exhibited  himself  at  Paris 
about  twelve  years  ago.  This  man  shut  himself  in  an  heated  oven; 
washed  his  feet  and  hands  with  flaming  brimstone ;  walked  on  red 
•bot  irons ;  and  rinsed  his  mouth  with  aqua  fortis  and  oil  of  vitriol. 
An  account  of  those  feats  which  were  performed  in  the  presence  of 
many  scientific  characters,  and  without  the  deceptions  of  our  vul- 
gar fire-eaters,  may  \}e  found  in  most  of  the  periodical  works  of 
the  time.  It  was  remarked  that  his  skin  was  soft  and  white.  Father 
Kieremberg  describes  the  Zahories  as  having  red,  inflamed  eyes : 
one  would  almost  think  they  are  a  kind  of  Albinos.  The  monster 
Sabella^  half  fish  and  half  woman,  who  rule^  the  seven  winds,  de-. 
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scribed  in  a  book  of  Navarrese  charms,  if  not  of  Gnostic  origin, 
may  possibly  be  some  forgotten  divinity  of  that  country. 

'  As  careful  mothers  and  nurses  on  condition  they  can  get  their 
children  to  part  with  knives,  are   content  to  let  them  play  with 
rattles,  so  they  permitted  ignorant  people  still  to  retain  some  of 
their  fond  and  foolish  customs    that  they  might  remove  from 
them  the   most   dangerous    and   destructive    superstitions.'      By 
this  simile  does  Fuller  designate  tlie  remnants  of  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  popery  which  are  retained  in  this  country.     Such 
of  them  as  formed  part  of  the  authorized  ritual  of  the  Romish 
church,  and  which  are   consequently  to   be  found  in  full  vigour 
where  she  retains  her  authority,  have  no  great  claim  to  be  included 
io  the  inquiries  of  the  popular  antiquary  : — they  can  be  traced  at 
once  to  Rome,  to  Constantinople,  and  to  Jerusalem.     There  is 
more  obscurity  attendant  upon  the  devotional  and  festive  accompa- 
niments of  solemn  days  and  times,  which  custom  alone,  and  not 
ecclesiastical  discipline  had  annexed  to  them ;  and  in  the  superstitious 
absurdities  ingrafted  upon  the  extravagancies  which  were  taught  and 
believed  to  be  within  the  pale  of  orthodox  worship.     Before  the  re- 
formation, the  Romish  clergy  never  opened  St.  Thomas  in  the  chap- 
ter where  he  distinguishes  between  vain  observance  and  profitable 
devotion.     In  truth  the  angelic  doctor  himself,  with  all  his  talents 
of  splitting  hairs,  would  have  been  at  fault,  if  he  had  been  called 
upon  to  assign  a  reason  why  the  rope  of  St.  Francis  should  be  a 
passport  into  heaven,  and  the  medal  of  St.  Benedict  a  futile  and 
almost  heretical  amulet.      The  mechanical  repetition  of  Ave- 
Marys  and  Pater-nosters  prepared  the  way  for  the  *  barbe  k  dieu*  and 
the  white  pater-noster,  both  of  which  protected  from  all  temporal 
evils  and  procured  a  place  in  Paradise.     For  purposes  of  less  im- 
portance, the  prayer  which  describes  St.  Peter  as  waiting  at  the  gate, 
for  his  buttered  cake  was  resorted  to,  in  order  to  make  the  butter 
come.    The  prayer  of  St.  Eloy  cured  the  glanders.     A  very  de- 
vout liturgical  composition  drove  away  a  fever; — another  with  a. 
little  less  holiness  kept  the  foxes  from  the  hen-roost ; — and  the 
invocation  by  which  '  theeves  were  compelled  to  stand  soe  as  to 
Save  no  power  to  goe  nor  parte  awaie,'  and  to  be  bound  '  soe  sore 
as  St.  Bartholomeus  bounde  the  foule  feende  with  the  heire  of  his 
bearde,'  answered  every  purpose  of  a  man-trap  or  spring-gun. — 
Noxious  insects  were  expelled  by  excommunication.    They  took 
care  to  conduct  the  proceedings  with  due  attention  to  the  form  of 
the  courts  Christain,  lest  the  defendants  should  complain  of  sur- 
prise or  injustice.     A  proctor  was  appointed  to  act  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  or  district,  and  another  was  assigned, 
to  the  caterpillars  or  locusts  f  and  after  hearing  the  cause,  sentence 
i»f  excommunication  was  pronounced  against  thepi^  which  they 
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could  only  avoid  by  quitting  the  diocese.  SomettineB  diey  acted 
on  an  ex  parte  petition  to  the  ordinary ;  who^  after  due  proofs 
being  made  of  the  allegations,  ordered  the  reptiles  to  depart  under 
penalty  of  incurring  bis  malediction.  It  was  late  in  the  day  before 
the  Romish  clergy  were  shamed  out  of  connivance  at  these  ftdlies, 
and  brought  to  confess,  that  accordii^  to  their  own  authorities  they 
were  indefensible.  But  this  tardy  acknowledgment  wns  almost 
wholly  confined  to  the  Gallican  church,  and  to  the  enlightened  pre- 
lacy of  northern  Italy.  Spain  and  Germany  did  not  attempt  to  ex- 
tricate themselves  from  the  slough  of  magiod  devotion  and  pseudo- 
faagiology.  The  holy  shoulder  wound  has  yet  its  brotherhood  at 
Vienna ;  and  if  the  French  have  not  spoiled  the  trade,  the  tickets 
which  have  touched  the  blessed  bodies  of  the  three  kings  of  Co- 
logne are  still  prized  by  the  Flemish  faithful . 

Witchcraft  is  related  both  to  Christianity  and  Paganism.  This 
strange  delusion,  so  universally  prevalent  at  no  very  remote 
period,  is  now  rapidly  fading  into  oblivion;  except  periiaps  in 
I^ancashire,  which  did  not  acquire  its  reputation  without  sufficioit 
reason.  On  the  commitment  of  the  celebrated  Lancashire  witches 
in  J  630^  Edmund  Robinson  the  witness  swore  that  '  they  made 
such  ugly  face^  as  scared  this  deponent  so  that  he  was  glad  torun  out 
and  steal  homewards ;'  but  it  is  now  affirmed  by  cr^ible  persons, 
that  although  they  abound  in  that  country  as  much  as  ever,  th^ 
have  cunningly  changed  the  terms  of  their  compact.  Dancing  on 
the  ridge  of  a  bam,  and  flying  up  the  chimney,  are  wholly  exploded : 
and  deformity  is  no  longer  the  inseparable  concomitant  of  the  fasci- 
nation of  the  evil  eye,  respecting  which  Mi'.  Brand  has  collected 
half-a-dozen  pages  of  grave  authorities.  It  is  true  that  tbere  are  no 
very  recent  account  of  their  killii^  cows,  and  causing  babies  to 
wither  and  pine  away  by  their  powerful  glances,  yet  it  is  said  that 
even  now  they  are  not  to  be  encountered  with  impunity ;  and  diat 
if  the  churchwardens  in  the  County  Palatine  were  to  receive  such 
an  order  as  was  issued  by  the  kirk-session  of  Auchterfaouse,  '  to  • 
make  search  every  ane  in  their  own  quarter  gif  they  knew  of  any 
charmers  in  the  parroch,*  a  very  voluminous  return  would  be  the 
consequence. 

The  task  of  tracing  the  origin  of  witchcraft  presented  little  diffi- 
culty to  the  demonologists  and  theologians  of  the  old  school.-^ 
Availing  themselves  of  texts,  obscure  in  the  original,  and  misin- 
terpreted by  the  translators,  they  resorted  to  the  sacred  volume, 
which,  according  to  their  conception,  proved  the  existence  of  the 
crime,  and  the  punishment  which  it  merited.  And  the  nocturnal 
dances  of  the  maids  of  Helicon,  the  choir  who 
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as  well  as  the  revellings  of  the  nymphs  and  satyrs^  were  asserted 
to  be  the  prototypes  of  the  grotesque  assemblies  of  the  wrinkled 
hags  who  infested  every  village. 

The  magic  of  the  ancient  world  may  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct and  widely  differing  genera.  Asia  was  the  native  seat  of  the 
one ;  it  had  directly  emanated  from  the  primitive  idolatry  wKich 
assigned  a  spiritual  intelligence  to  each  of  the  host  of  heaven.  The 
other  was  the  undefined  sorcery  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  perpetu- 
ally confounding  itself  with  their  religious  observances.  In  Greece, 
a  partial  introduction  of  the  knowledge  of  the  occult  sciences  of  the 
Chaldeans  took  place  in  the  most  flourishing  ages  of  that  country. 
They  harmonized  with  the  doctrines  of  Plato,  who  was  not  disinclined 
to  believe  that  charms  and  suffun^igations  might  persuade  or  compel 
the  immortals  to  become  subservient  to  the  wishes  of  the  invo* 
cators.  The  magic  which  had  a  juster  claim  to  be  considered  as  na- 
tional, continued  to  be  of  a  less  spiritual  nature.  Theoris,  like  Si- 
maitha,  added  real  guilt  to  her  powerless  enchantments.  Amongst  the 
Romans  also,  witchcraft  was  generally  the  companion  of  the  crime 
which  has  so  often  disgraced  modern  Italy.  Even  in  the  simplicity 
of  the  republic,  the  Lex  Cornelia  bears  witness  that  the  Roman 
matrons  knew  how  to  rid  themselves  ^f  a  jealous  husband  or  an 
importunate  relation,  according  to  the  Neapolitan  fashion.  The 
inventress  of  the  aqua  Toffana  was  preceded  by  Locusta  and  Mar- 
tina, and  the  Obi  spells  of  the  latter  were  only  the  auxiliaries  of  her 
deleterious  potiotis,  not  indeed  without  their  use ;  the  bones  and 
ashes  and  barbaric  names,  hid  so  as  to  be  easily  found,  in  the  palace 
of  Germanicus,  exasperated  his  malady  by  the  intimidation  which 
diey  produced. 

After  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  Greek  and  Latin  subjects  of 
the  Roman  empire  appear  in  a  great  measure  to  have  adopted  the 
magic  rites  and  doctrines  of  the  orientals.  We  may  observe  the 
extreme  points  of  the  series  in  the  sacrifices  of  milk  and  blood, — 
the  evocations  of  the  manes  of  the  heroic  age;  and  in  the  laying  of 
the  ghost  which  haunted  the  ruinous  house  at  Corinth  by  the  ex- 
orcist Arignotus. 

Torreblanca  confessed  that  the  heresy  of  witchcraft,  for  so  it 
iVas  considered,  until  the  Catholics  found  it  prudent  not  to  insist 
upon  the  classification,  and  the  Protestants  became  equally  desi- 
rous that  it  should  remain  forgotten,  was  of  recent  date.  The 
transportation  of  modern  witches  through  the  air,  their  feasts  and 
revels^  and  the  adoration  of  a  malignant  spirit,  when  combined, 
are  the  features  which  distinguish  witchcraft  (the  word  must  be 
Considered  as  technical)  from  other  kinds  of  supernatural  inter- 
course. 

The  belief  of  the  Scandinavians  in  the  nocturnal  flights  of  sor- 
ceresses 
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ceresses  or  furies^  mounted  on  tbe  ravenous  wolves  whom  Regncr 
Lodbrog  boasted  that  he  had  gorged  with  the  flesh  of  his  enemies, 

Fengom  Falo-hestom 
Fullan  verd  at  sinni, 

may  be  consiciered  as  an  indication  that  the  germ  of  the  supersti- 
tion is  to  be  found  amongst  the  Teutonic  nations.  We  are  in- 
clined to  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  that  the  Cymry  borrowed  their 
Fal  mam-y-drwg  from  the  Belgic  tribes,  who  have  left  too  deep 
traces  in  the  British  language  to  allow  us  to  doubt  of  the  intermix- 
ture of  the  races.  Tliere  is  an  obvious  affinity  between  this  fiction 
and  the  fable  of  Abaris  and  his  javelin.  We  have  no  historical  evi- 
dence to  dispel  the  proverbial  darkness  of  the  Hyperborean  re- 
gions, but  there  is  at  least  a  reasonable  ground  for  presuming  that 
they  were  inhabited  by  a  Germanic  population — when  we  received 
'  the  first  accounts  of  them,  one  half  of  the  non-teutonic  portion  of 
the  settlers  of  Europe  had  already  reached  the  maritime  boundarie» 
of  the  continent,  and  the  other  was  yet  in  Asia.  Long  afterwards 
we  meet  with  another  Hyperborean  aeronaut,  who  also  possessed 
the  unimmergibility  which  our  British  Solomon  considered  as  a 
standing  miracle.  Local  superstitions  are  always  of  high  anti- 
quity ;  and  there  are  some  yet  observable  which  corroborate  the 
supposition  that  the  witchflights  ai^  connected  with  the  Teutonic 
mythology.  Eros  and  Anteros  have  been  transmuted  into  imps  of 
Satan,  and  Fala  and  her  kindred  may  have  been  degraded  by  S| 
similar  process. 

The  optical  phenomena  observable  on  the  Blocksberg,  or  Brocn 
ken  (mons  Bructerorum)  in  the  Hercynian  forest,  probably  first 
caused  it  to  be  considered  as  the  haunt  of  supernatural  beings,  and 
the  idol  Crodo  was  worshipped  in  its  immediate  vicinity  from  time 
immemorial,  until  his  temple  was  destroyed  by  Charlemaine.  This 
mountain  is  now  supposed  to  be  the  spot  where  his,  infernal  ma- 
jesty holds  his  plenary  court  for  receiving  the  homage  of  his  vassal^ 
in  Germany  and  the  countries  adjoining.  The  witches  of  Mohra, 
in  Sweden,  as  our  readers  will  recollect — for  we  suspect  that  there 
are  few  who  have  not  obtained  a  stolen  perusal  of  the  delightful 
horrors  of  Glanville — used  to  transport  themselves  to  Blockula, 
which  is  by  no  means  the  ideal  Meru  it  appears  to  be  in  that  rela- 
tion. Aubrey,  in  his  '  Remaines  of  Gentelisme,'  says  that  *  the 
witches  doe  meet  on  the  night  before  the  first  day  of  May  upon  the 
Blocksberg  in  Ascanien,  where  they,  together  with  the  devils,  doe 
dance  and  feast.'  Bruckman,  one  of  the  strange  anomalies  who 
figure  amongst  the  learned  Germans  of  the  last  century,  has  given 
several  plates  of  their  gambols. 

There  is  another  singular  coincidence  of  the  same  description, 
but  in  order  to  reach  it,  we  must  saddle  our  broomsticks,  and  flj 
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through  the  midnight  air,  to  the  principality  of  a  very  distin- 
guished personage,  whose  name  enjoys  as  great  a  celebrity  as  the 
ivalnut  tree  did,  which  perhaps  still  flourishes  in  his  dominions. 

De  la  famosa  noce  il  chiaro  grido 
Ne  gli  estrerai  paesi,  e  ne'  vicini 
£  sparso  si,  che  Thabitante  infido 
Dicesi  possessor  de'  suoi  conBni. 
Quindi  i  popoli  tristi  appresso  il  nido 
Del  gran  Plutone,  e  de'suoi  cittadini 
Per  cotal  noce  ban  privilegio  tale 
Che  nuocer  non  gli  puo  schiera  infernale. 

If  this  statement,  that  Satan  is  the  legitimate  owner  of  Benevento^ 
be  correct,  he  will  do  well  to  claim  an  indeftmity  at  the  approach- 
ing Congress,  for  the  possessions  of  which  he  has  been  ousted  by 
Monsieur  Talleyrand.  It  may  be  as  well  to  shew  the  manner  in 
which  the  prince  (we  mean  the  prince  of  darkness)  obtained  seisin 
of  that  district. 

In  the  reign  of  Duke  Romitald,  the  partial  conversion  of  the 
Lombards  did  not  prevent  their  adoring  an  anonymous  deity,  whose 
statue,  a  winged  serpent,  was  placed  under  the  shade  of  the  ^  famosa 
noce.'  The  well-timed  zeal  of  Saint  Barbatus,  who  availed  him- 
self of  a  season  of  public  danger,  reclaimed  his  flock,  and  he  de- 
stroyed the  idol  in  the  presence  of  a  solemn  assembly  of  the  people. 
The  image  of  an  amphisbaena,  reverenced  by  RomualH,  under- 
ivent  the  same  fate.  The  form  of  the  latter  idol  stamps  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  legend,  as  the  double-headed  serpents  found  in  the 
tomb  of  Chilparic,  prove  that  it  was  sacred,  or  at  least  significant^ 
among  the  German  nations.  This  being  performed,  Barbatus 
caused  the  tree  to  be  up-rooted,  and  an  enormous  serpent,  which 
unfolded  itself  out  of  the  cavity,  having  been  put  to  flight  by  an  as-"" 
persion  of  holy  water,  the  victory  over  the  fiend  was  judged  to  be 
complete.  But  the  prince  of  darkness,  continues  the  historian  of 
the  nut  tree,  convoked  the  infernal  council,  and  declared  that,  maugre 
die  bishop,  the  tree  should  flourish  again,  and  be  graced  by  new  and 
solemn  rites.  Benevento,  he  said,  should  become  the  chief  place 
of  the  assembly  of  the  congregation  which  he  intended  to  establish 
for  the  support  of  his  dynasty,  and  which  he  charged  them,  on  their 
allegiance,  to  protect  with  all  their  might.  Tliis  is  a  clumsy  alle- 
gory, but  stripped  of  its  figurative  language,  we  may  receive  it  as  a 
correct  indication  of  the  changes  effected  by  popular  tradition  and 
credulity. 

There  is  some  obscurity  in  the  various  accounts  of  this  tree. 
It  is  not  very  clear  whether  the  devil  raised  an  ympling  from  a  frag- 
ment of  the  old  roots,  or  whether  that  which  the  witches  afterwards 
saw,  was  not  the  production  of  his  palingenesy :  but  either  this,  or 
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some  other  nut-tree  growing  near  the  city^  became  exceedingly  fin 
inous  as  his  head  quarters.  The  noce  di  Benevento  is  proverbial. 
Even  the  witches  of  Lorraine  used  to  resort  there.  One  author 
calls  it  Satan's  metropolitan  church  :  we  know  not  how  the  rival 
claims  of  the  primacy  of  the  Blocksberg  were  adjusted. 

The  anointings^and  flights  of  the  dames  of  Thessaly  may  induce 
others  to  consider  our  witches  as  their  successors :  however  they 
do  not  affect  the  basis  of  our  conjectures.  Superstition  islhe  most 
contagious  of  all  epidemics,  and  the  intercourse  between  Greece 
and  her  barbarian  neighbours  was  greater  than  the  pride  and  gra- 
vity of  her  historians  chose  to  record.  The  free  citizen,  who  spoke 
out  of  order,  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Scythian  bow- 
bearer,''  whose  broken  Greek  was  as  familiar  to  an  Athenian  au- 
dience, as  the  clipped  English  of  Monsieur  Canton  is  to  the  gal- 
lery of  a  London  theatre.  It  was  a  moot  point  among  the  learned 
whether  the  transportation  was  ecstatic  or  corporeal :  texts  and 
fathers  and  councils  were  marshalled  against  each  other ;  and  the 
writers  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  pressed  into  the  service  as 
auxiliaries.  The  canon  falsely  ascribed  to  the  council  of  An- 
cyra,  but  which  is  nevertheless  of  great  antiquity,  was  supposed 
to  favour  the  ideal  system.  After  admonishing  the  bishops  to  eradi- 
cate all  unsound  doctrines,  and  particularly  the  errors  of  ^  many 
wretched  women,  who,  benig  seduced  by  the  illusions  and  phfm- 
tasms  of  the  demons,  believe  and  assert  that  they  ride  by  nighti  ac- 
companied by  a  countless  multitude,  and  under  the  command  of 
Diana,  the  goddess  of  the  pagans,  or  of  Herodias  :*;r— *  therefore/  it 
proceeds, '  the  priesthood  should  instruct  ^e  people,  that  these  are 
but  dreams,  produced  by  the  influence  of  the  evil  spirit,  who  de* 
ludes  the  silly  women  by  impressing  their  imagination  .with  gloomy 
or  joyful  visions,  and  with  the  appearances  of  friends  or  strangers. 
Thus  they  do  not  feel  that  those,  phantastic  and  unsubstantial 
things  take  place  only  in  the  spirit,  but  they  believe  that  they  are 
really  performed  in  the  body.'  In  these  cavalcades  we  may 
also  recognize  the  queen  of  Elfland  and  her  train.  The  unex- 
pected appearance  of  Herodias  has  already  attracted  the  notice  of 
Mr.  Douce  and  Mr.  Scott.  To  their  researches  we  shall  only  add 
that  the  name  may  possibly  have  been  corrupted  from  yj  EiyoSia,  one 
of  the  epithets  of  the  three-formed  goddess.*  Du  Cange  derives  it 
from  Hera  Diana.  It  is  rather  singular,  although  we  do  not  intend 
to  lay  any  great  stress  upon  a  coincidence  which  may  be  wholly  acci- 
dental, that  in  the  lay  of  Sir  Orfeo,  the  name  of  Euridice,  who  as* 

*  Etyo^ct  ^vyart^  Aoftar^oc  «  ran 
NwtTiw«X«»  i<po^an  avaa-me. — Ion.  v.  1048-9. 
*HX(f,  ha-vora  Kat  w^ 
*n^w  Tuf  Motiaf  ^BMarng. — Sopbodes  in  Rbizotomis. 
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Slimes  a  very  mysterious  character  in  the  *  Gothic  metamorphosis* 
of  her  history,  is  melted  into  Eurodys  and  Heurodis. 

The  path  now  becomes  indistinct,  and  it  is  only  after  a  long 
interval  that  we  can  retrace  it.  There  is  a  romantic  account  in 
William  of  Newbury,  of  a  Northumbrian  peasant,  who,  returning 
home  at  midnight  near  a  hill,  was  surprized  by  the  sound  of  mirth 
and  jollity.  On  approaching  it  he  became  aware  of  an  open  door 
in  the  side  of  it,  through  which  he  saw  a  company  seated  at  a 
splendid  banquet.  One  of  the  attendants  perceiving  the  stranger 
at  the  entrance,  offered  him  a  cup,  which  he  accepted ;  but,  like 
the  Count  of  Oldenburgh,  he  prudently  spilt  its  contents  upon  thes 
ground  and  fled  away.  The  swiftness  of  his  horse  enabled  him  to 
baffle  his  pursuers^  and  he  bore  off  the  vessel  which  was  made  of 
an  unknown  substance,  and  which  was  afterwards  presenti:^d  by 
Henry  I.  to  the  Scottish  monarch.  Del  Rio  maintains  th^t  this  was 
a  witch  feast,  but  it  is  evidently  a  fairy  adventure.  And  although 
we  have  now  advanced  to  the  period  when  magic  w^s  added  to 
the  number  of  liberal  sciences,  and  when  the  encyclopedia 
of  enchantment  was  translated  from  the  Arabic  at  ihe  special 
command  of  Alphonso  the  Wise,  there  is  no*  distinct  appearance  of 
witchcraft  proper.  The  sorceresses  torment  their  absent  enemies 
by  classical  charms,  and  the  male  professors  of  gramarie^  are  the 
learned  clerks  that  study  astrologie  and  nigromancie  at  Cracow,  To- 
ledo or  Salamanca,  or  the  more  ventrous  wights  who  emulate  the 
boldness  of  Guerino  il  Meschino,  and  penetrate  into  the  caveru  of 
the  Norcian  Sybil.  She  enjoyed  a  very  durable  reputation.  iEnea^ 
Sylvius  sent  the  Duke  of  Saxony's  physician  to  Norcia  to  learci 
magic.  It  is  erroneously  asserted  by  Hutchinson,  that  the  decree 
of  the  University  of  Paris  in  1398,  complains  of  the  increase  of 
witchcraft.  The  learned  faculty  of  theology  declares  that  it  is 
an  error  to  believe  that  the  demons  stand  in  awe  of  characters 
written  in  goat's  blood  upon  virgin  parchment  or  lion's  skin  ;  that  it 
is  an  error  against  faith,  natural  philosophy,  and  true  astronomy,  to 
ascribe  any  virtue  to  constellated  images  of  white  wax,  or  of  red  wax, 
or  of  gold,  brass,  or  lead ;  and  that  it  is  a  blasphemous  error  to. 
attempt  to  inclose  good  angels  in  a  gem  or  ring.  But  their  indig- 
nation is  soFely  directed  against  the  school  of  Piccatrix  and  Peter 
of  Abano. 

Joan  of  Arc  is  improperly  called  a  witch  by  our  English  chro- 
niclers; her  crime  was  that  intercourse  with  the  fairies  which 
eoraptured  Ashmole  and  Aubrey.  If  the  enormities  which  ware 
afterwards  supposed  to  be  committed  by  the  votaries  of  Satan  hart 
then  been  currently  known,  her  accusers  would  scarcely  have  failed 
to  charge  her  with  them.  About  the  same  period  flourished  Hoppo 
and  Stadlein,  the  disciples  of  Stafius,  who  are  introduced  as  spirits 
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consorted  with  them.  It  was  commonly  thought  that,  by  dint  of 
artful  interrogatories  and  repeated  torments/ the  judges  and  com* 
missioners  got  them  to  name  whomsoever  they  chose.  The  poorer 
sort  were  burnt  alive,  but  some  of  the  richer  ones  freed  themselves 
by  bribes/ 

It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  the  assemblies,  '  en  auscuns  lieux 
arriere  des  gena,  6s  bois,  ou  63  desers/  were  such  as,  from  similar 
causes,  were  held  by  the  Scotish  presbyterians.  The  flames,  thus 
kindled  by  religious  rancour  and  fanned  by  avarice,  did  not  fail  to 
spread  themselve^s.  Del  Rio  exultingly  proclaims  that  jwitchcraft 
ivas  the  inseparable  companion  of  the  principles  of  the  Waldenses, 
as  well  as  of  the  more  modern  Lutherans  and  Calvinists.  In  1 484, 
Innocent  the  Eighth  directed  a  bull  to  the  inquisitors  of  Germany, 
ch^ging  them  to  discover  and  punish  the  heretics  of  both  sexes, 
who  had  abandoned  the  Catholic  faith,  associated  with  the  demons, 
and  caused  infinite  mischiefs  to  man  and  beast  by  their  hellish 
sorceries.  The  bulls  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Waldenses  followed 
in  1487.  The  inqaisitors  seem  to  have  availed  themselves  of 
either  of  the  accusations  as  suited  them  best.  Thus  about  this 
time  an  hundred  Piedmontese  were  burnt  as  witches,  and  the 
inquisitor  would  gladly  have  burnt  as  many  more^  had  not  the  people 
expelled  him  from  the  country.  We  shall  not  trace  the  further 
growth  of  the  poison-tree,  which  soon  overshadowed  Europe  ;  it 
is  sufficient  to  have  pointed  out  the  soil  where  it  iirst  was  raised. 
However  divided  they  might  be  on  other  points  of  religion  or  ju- 
risprudence, all  considered  it  their  boimden  duty  to  vindicate  the 
divine  majesty,  and  to  protect  the  commonwealth,  by  inflicting 
torture  and  death  upon  the  victims  of  the  most  egregious  folly,  or 
the  foulest  perjury.  A  witch  was  a  Wolfer-hefod,  whom  no  flight 
across  the  frontier  could  save  from  destruction.  Amongst  the 
memorabilia  of  witchcraft  we  must  not  forget  the  reasoning  by 
which  the  truth  of  the  system  was  maintained.  There  was  an  obr 
vious  absurdity  in  asserting  that  a  prisoner,  who  was  accused  of 
gliding  through  a  key-hole,  and  fl>'ing  a  thousand  miles  between 
midnight  and  sunrise,  would  submit  to  languish  in  a  dungeon;  and 
that  a  pile  of  faggots  should  consume  her,  who  commanded  the 
elements  and  had  all  the  powers  of  hell  at  her  devotion.  But 
these  difficulties  were  easily  solved  by  descanting  on  the  perfidy  of 
Satan.  After  giving  so  many  instances  of  his  power,  it  was  prudent 
to  allay  the  admiration  which  it  raised,  lest  he  should  become  too 
general  a  favourite. 

In  the  trials,  every  judicial  rule,  good  or  bad,  was  disr^arded. 
Bodin  taught,  (sind  we  are  giving  a  literal  translation  of  his  expres- 
sions) that  ^  the  trial  of  this  atrocious  oflence  must  not  be  con- 
flucted  like  other  crimes.     Whoever  adheres  to  the  ordinary  course 
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ofjustice,  perverts  the  spirit  of  the  law,  both  human  and  divine/ 
*  He  who  is  accused  of  sorcery  should  never  be  acquitted  unless 
the  malice  of  the  prosecutor  be  clearer  than  the  sun :  for  it  is 
so  difficult  to  bring  full  proof  of  this  secret  crime,  that  out  of  a 
million  of  witches,  not  one  would  be  convicted  if  the  usual  method 
were  followed/  And  the  rules  and  practice  which  they  did  follow, 
were  such  ^s  would  be  dictated  by  a  lunatic  familiar  of  the  Holy 
Office.  On  the  trial  of  Mother  Mannings,  in  1694,  one  witness/ 
swore,  that  coming  from  the  ale-house  about  nine  at  night,  he 
looked  in  at  her  window,  and  saw  her  take  two  imps  out  of  her 
basket,  a  black  one,  and  a  white  one.  The  white  imp  was  a  lock 
of  wool  which  the  poor  woman  was  going  to  spin,  and  the  black 
one  was  its  shadow.  Such  was  the  usual  nature  of  the  evidence 
produced,  and  when  that  could  not  be  procured,  they  had  recourse 
\o  presumptions — as  a  number  of  faint  lights,  they  said,  are  equal 
to  one  bright  light,  thus  many  weak  proofs  are  equivalent  to  a 
strong  proof.  Two  of  the  ^  symptoms*  which,  according  to  Mr. 
John  Bell,  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Glaidsmuir,  were  *  providen- 
tial discoveries'  of  the  crime,  are  '  mala  fama,'  which  another 
authority  informs  us  is  nearly  infallible,  if  the  witch  cries  out,  Lord 
have  mercy  on  me !  when  she  is  taken ;  and  the  inability  of  shed- 
ding tears,  because  as  a  witch  could  only  shed  three  tears,  and  those 
with  her  left  eye,  her  stock  was  soon  exhausted;  and  it  was  the  more 
notable.  King  James  shrewdly  observes,  *  since  women  in,  general 
are  like  the  crocodile,  ready  to  weep  upon  every  slight  occasion/ 
JMartin  d' Aries  laid  an  equal  stress  upon  squinting,  which  arises,  as 
he  says,  from  the  horrid  visions  and  apparitions  of  the  evil  spirits* 
Hopkins,  we  know,  was  employed  in  discovering  those 

*  Who  feeling  pain,  were  hanged  for  witches/ 
On  the  continent  they  burnt  them  if  they  did  not  feel.  When  the 
rack  failed  to  extort  a  confession  from  fortitude  and  conscious  inno- 
cence, the  taciturnity  of  the  victim  was  ascribed  to  the  devil.  Bo- 
din  is  averse  to  the  practice  of  putting  witches  to  the  torture  when 
they  are  accused  upon  suspicion.  The  cause  of  this  tenderness  will 
tiot  be  readily  anticipated.  The  civil  law  absolves  a  criminal  when 
there  exists  only  presumptive  evidence  of  his  guilt,  provided  he  un- 
dergoes the  torture  without  confessing.  Therefore  lest  the  witch 
should  be  obstinately  silent,  and  consequently  become  entitled  to 
an  acquittal,  he  advises  the  judge  to  pass  on  immediately  to  con- 
demnation. Del  Rio,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  great  advocate  for  the 
rack  *  in  moderation,  and  according  to  the  regulations  of  Pope  Pius 
the  Third,  and  so  as  not  to  cripple  the  criminal  for  life ;'  but  in 
order  to  obviate  any  misapprehension,  he  carefully  explains  that  he 
only  intends  to  discountenance  those  tortures  which  fracture  the 
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bones,  or  lacerate  the  tendons : — as  to  simple  dislocations,  and  such 
like,  *  vix  in  tormentis^a  potest  evitare/  With  the  same  humanity, 
the  most  distressing  torture  which  cruelty  ever  invented,  diat  of 
keeping  the  sufferer  without  sleep  for  a  week  or  ten  days  togetfew, 
is  recommended  by  him  as  being  excellently  adapted  to  women  and 
others  of  delicate  habits. 

It  was  truly  hazardous  to  oppose  those  judicial  murders — if  any 
one  ventured  to  do  so,  the  catholics  burnt  him  as  an  heretic,  and 
the  protestants  had  a  vehement  longing  to  hang  him  for  an  atheist. 
Thus  Vlaet  was  burnt  alive,  and  the  same  fate  would  have  be^liea 
Cornelius  Loos,  if  a  natural  death  had  not  disappointed  his  perse^ 
cutors.  We  may  estimate  the  merit  of  his  suppressed  treatise  by 
the  anxiety  expressed  by  the  learned  Jesuit  whom  we  have  so  often 
quoted,  lest  the  researches  of  some  '  malignant  cacodemon'  (soni^ 
printer's  devil,  we  presume)  should  ultimately  bring  it  to  light.  Nor 
can  we  think  meanly  of  the  antagonist  of  Mamix  de  Ste.  Alde- 
gonde.  The  book  of  Reginald  Scott  was  burnt  by  the  hamb  of 
the  common  hangman.  Even  the  pious  and  learned  Meric  Ca- 
saubon,  did  not  blush  to  use  the  following  language. 

'  If  a  man  consider  what  tind  of  men  for  the  most  part  they  hav^ 
'  been  who  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  oppose  the  belief  of  mankind 
concerning  witches,  some  notorious  atheists  as  Pomponatiiifi,  Vani- 
njus,  &c.  others,  confident  illiterate  wretches,  as  Reginald  Scott,  and 
the  like,  he  will  think  certainly  that  if  the  cause  be  no  better  Uian  the 
patrons  it  cannot  be  very  good,  nor  see  any  reason  at  all  to  embrace  it/ 

Beza,  the  reformer,  upbraided  the  parliament  of  Paris  for  iti 
incredulity.  It  affords  some  consolation  to  humanity  to  remark  that 
this  illustrious  tribunal,  whose  merits  are  not  sufficiently  appreci- 
ated, was  almost  imtainted  by  the  savage  folly  which  disgraced  every 
other  seat  of  judicature.  It  refused  to  take  c(^nizaace  of  witcb- 
«raft  as  a  critne,  or  to  allow  it  to  be  treated  as  such  by  the  infe- 
rior courts  witliin  its  jurisdiction. 

The  tragedy  in  New  England  in  I69Q,  undeceived  many  in  th^ 
niotfaer  country.  Cotton  Mather  attributed  the  increase  of  witches 
amongst  the  colonists  to  the  Paw-waws  sending  their  spirits 
amongst  them;  but  the  Paw-waws  retorted  the  accusation.  Nina- 
teen  persons  were  hanged  ;  one  pressed  to  death  for  standing  mut^ 
at  his  trial;  eight  more  condemBed,  but  reprieved  when  the  proses 
cutions  were  stopped:  at  which  juncture  there  were  one  hun'-^ 
dred  and  fifty,  or  thereabouts,  committed  for  trial,  and  above  two 
hundred  more  accused.  The  childish  follies  which  are  interspersed 
enhance  the  horror  of  the  scene ;  they  shew  how  human  life  was 
sported  with.  In  the  phraseology  of  the  tabernacle,  Mather  took 
care  to  improve  the  devil.  He  got  him  to  approve  of  popish 
books,  and  quakers  books,  and  the  Cgpimpu  Prayer  book,  and  the 
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Oxford  and  Cambridge  jests,  all  of  which  were  consequently  to  he 
considered  as  naught  by  the  elect.  On  the  other  hand,  Satan 
jshewed  the  most  edifying  aversion  to  the  Assembly's  Catechism, 
and  to  'Milk  for  Babies,'  and  tlie  *  Remarkable  Providences',  which 
were  the  works  of  Mather's  father  and  grand- father.  And  lest  the 
pufF  should  not  be  sufficiently  clear,  he  adds,  '  1  hope  I  have  not 

riled  the  credit  of  the  books  by  telling  how  much  the  devil  hated 
tn.' 

The  repentant  jurymen  afterwards  signed  a  solemn  declaration, 
that  *  for  want  of  knowledge  in  themselves,  and  better  information 
from  otiiers,  they  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  take  up  such  evi- 
dence against  the  accused,  as  on  further  consideration  they  feared 
was  insufficient  for  touching  the  lives  of  any  one.'  *  Therefore,' 
Continued  they,  *  we  signify  to  all  in  general,  and  to  the  surviving 
suflFerers  in  special,  our  deep  sense  of,  and  sorrow  for  our  errors. 
And  we  hereby  declare,  that  we  were  sadly  deluded  and  mistaken, 
for  which  we  are  much  disquieted  and  distressed  in  our  minds,  and 
do  therefore  humbly  beg  forgiveness,  first  of  God,  for  Christ's  sake, 
for  this  our  error,  and  pray  that  God  would  not  impute  the  guilt  of 
it  to  ourselves,  nor  others.  And  we  also  pray  that  we  may  be  con- 
sidered candidly  and  aright  by  the  living  sufferers^  as  being  then 
under  the  power  of  a  strong  and  general  delusion.' 

'  The  statutes  against  witches  however  continued  in  force,  and  as 
late  as  1716'TVlrs.  Hicks  and  her  daughter,  tlie  latter  aged  nine 
years,  were  hanged  at  Huntingdon  for  selling  their  souls  to  the 
dfevilj  tormenting  and  destroying  their  neighbours  by  making  ihfeni 
tromit  pin»,  and  for  raising  a  storm,  so  that  a  ship  was  almost  lost, 
by  pulling  oflF  their  stockings  and  making  a  lather  of  soap.  The 
repeal  of  the  witch  statutes  is^  our  best  security  against  a  repetition 
of  these  enormities.  There  are  some  latent  sparks  yet  slumbering 
in  the  ashes. 

Medical  charms  and  popular  notions  respecting  the  qualities  of 
bodies  stand  on  the  deljatable  ground  between  the  kingdoms  of 
truth  and  falsehood.  Such  is  the  inexhaustible  store  of  properties 
which  have  been  bestowed  on  the  works  of  nature,  that  it  is  never 
feafe  to  conclude  k  priori,  that  any  effect  ascribed  to  them  is  ficti- 
tious or  impossible,  until  we  h^ve  applied  to  the  test  of  experunent. 
Generally  speaking,  however,  the  line  of  demarcation  is  not  ob- 
scure, nor  does  the  scepticism  to  which  we  have  adverted,  extenuate 
the  credulity  which  is  often  found  in  those  who  ought  to  know  bet- 
ter. Don  Manuel  de  Espriella  has  some  pertinent  observations  on 
this  head.  The  lesson  read  by  this  intelligent  Spaniard  ought  to 
teach  a  little  charity  to  our  English  travellers,  in  judging  of  the 
iBental  cultivation  of  other  nations.  We  had  as  lieve  that  men 
should  hang  the  ^  higa'  round  theinfant's  neck;  as  that  mama  should 

T  2  pur-' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


€78      '  Brand's  Popular  Antiquities.  JvLY, 

purchase  the  anodyne  necklace.  And  Mr.  Brand's  grave  assertion 
that  ^  whatever  may  be  the  reason,  it  is  a  certainyac^,  that  setting 
up  a  poker  before  the  fire  has  a  zconderful  effect  in  making  it  burn/ 
affords  a  whimsical  instance  of  the  prevalence  of  *  vulgar  errors.' 

The  mysterious  pharmacopeia  was  reluctantly  abandoned.  Sir 
Thomas  Brown  had  forcibly  declared  that  ^  not  only  is  a  resolved 
prostration  unto  antiquity  a  powerful  enemy  unto  knowledge,  but 
any  confident  adherence  unto  authority  or  resignation  of  our  judg- 
ments upon  the  testimony  of  any  age  or  autjior  whatsoever.'  But 
Cato  had  taught  that  a  fractured  limb  might  be  healed  by  a  greeu 
reed  and  a  charm ;  and  Galen  found  that  certain  remedies  lost  their 
virtues  if  they  were  pounded  by  a  person  who  had  any  iron  about 
him.  The  arguments,  therefore,  of  Sir  Thomas  could  have  little 
weight  with  the  submissive  sages  who  considered  themselves  as 
*  children  in  understanding,  and  who  ought  to  be  directed  by  those 
fathers  of  knowledge.' — ^  Dwarfs  and  pigmies  to  those  giants  of 
wisdom  on  whose  shoulders  we  stand.'*  Objections  against 
the  sympathetic  receipts  of  Digby  and  Van  Helmont  were 
evaded  by  bidding  the  querist  hold  his  peace  until  he  could 
explain  ^  why  faltrick  draweth  the  choler,  agarick  fleghm,  and 
epithymum  melancholy — why  selenites  (as  Fermilius  observeth) 
being  applied  to  the  skin  stayeth  bleeding ;  and  why  hemlock  and 
henbane  poysoneth  men  which  norish  birds.'  And  this  applica- 
tion of  the  ^  argumeutum  ad  ignorantiam'  passed  for  irrefragable 
logic. 

The  merits  and  demerits  of  the  volumes  which  form  the  subject 
of  this  article,  may,  with  some  qualification,  be  told  in  the  words 
of  their  author. 

*  I  have  gleaned  passages  that  seemed  to  throw  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  my  numberless  citations  will  evince,  from  an  immense  variety 
of  volumes,  both  printed  and  manuscript;  and  those  written  too  in  ^ 
several  languages  :  in  the  doing  of  which,  if  I  shall  not  be  found  to  have 
deserved  the  praise  of  judgment,  I  must  at  least  make  pretensions  to 
the  merit  of  industry.  Elegance  of  composition  will  hardly  be  expec- 
ted in  a  work  of  this  nature,  which  seems  to  stand  much  less  in  need 
of  Attic  wit  than  of  Roman  perseverance,  or,  if  we  glance  at  modern 
times,  of  Dutch  assiduity.' 

The  same  pages,  however,  which  evince  his  exteiisive  and  recon- 
dite reading,  shew  that  he  trusted  too  often  to  second-hand  authority. 
The  description  of  "the  fairies  in  the  entertainment  at  Althrope  is 
loosely  quoted  from  Poole's  '  English  Parnassus,'  without  any  re- 
cognition of  Jonson's  property  in  the  verses.  The  Fatal  Dowry, 
too,  is  called  *  an  old  play,'  and  the  Witch  of  Edmonton,  *  a  most 

■'  —  m 

*  We  are  not  alhuciing  to  Bentley.  These  are  the  very  words  of  honest  Alexander 
Hoss,  from  whom  the  Doctor  pilfered  his  well-known  apophtbegni. 
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rare  old  play/  but  he  does  not  betray  any  symptom  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  names  of  their  authors. 

The  interminable  length  and  confusion  of  the  notes,  nine-tenths 
of  which  ought  to  have  been  incorporated  in  the  text,  and  the  im- 
methodical  manner  in  which  Mr.  Brand  has  treated  his  subject,  are 
equally  objectionable.  In  the  original  MS.  ^  he  had  not  kept  even 
to  the  chronological  order  of  the  feasts  and  fasts  observed  by  his 
predecessor  Bourne  i  and  for  the  arrangement  which  enables  us  to 
pick  our  way  through  -the  wilderness,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
who  undertook  the  labour  of  editing  the  performance.  Some  in- 
dulgence, however,  is  due  to  the  inevitable  imperfections  of  a  post- 
humous work.  Considered  as  the  common-place  book  of  a  staunch 
and  laborious  antiquary,  who  devoted  years  of  leisure  to  its  com- 
pilation, these  blemishes  do  not  materially  diminish  its  real  value, 
though  the  author,  as  he  felt  and  acknowledged,  was  endowed  with 
no  great  share  of  critical  acumen.  And  Mr.  Brand's  simplicity, 
which  sometimes  puts  us  in  mind  of  good  parson  Adams,  had  in- 
duced us  to  lend  no  unwilling  ear  to  his  apologies. 

In  the  first  volume  the  ^  days  of  more  particular  note  in  the  ca- 
lendar are  taken  in  chronological  order,'  ^  beginning  with  ^  New 
Yearns  Eve,'  and  an  account  of  the  good  old  custom  of  '  Wassail,' 
which  is  yet  retained  in  Gloucestershire,  and  some  other  remote 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  ending  with  the  ^  dismal  day'  of  ^  Chil- 
demasse,'  or  the  Holy  Innocents.  Dismal  indeed  it  was,  for  in 
the  morning  our  ancestors  had  a  custom,  which  has  fortunately 
become  obsolete,  of  *  whipping  up  the  children,'  in  order  that '  the 
memorie  of  Herod's  murder  of  the  innocents  might  strike  the 
closer :' — an  ingenious  application  of  Professor  Feinagle's  princi- 
ples which  was  practised  on  other  occasions. 

Twelfth-day  in  Gloucestershire  is  also  the  name  of  another  kind 
of  Wassailing,  as  follows  : 

*  At  the  approach  of  the  evening  on  the  vigil  of  the  Twelfth  Day, 
the  farmers  with  their  servants  meet  together,  and  about  six  o'clock 
walk  out  to  a  field  where  wheat  is  growing.  In  the  highest  part  of  the 
ground,  twelve  small  fires  and  one  large  one  are  lighted  up.  The  at- 
tendants, headed  by  the  master  of  the  family,  pledge  the  company  in 
old  cyder,  which  circulates  freely  on  these  occasions.  A  circle  is 
formed  round  the  large  fire,  when  a  general  shout  and  hallowing  takes 
place,  which  you  have  answered  from  all  the  adjacent  villages.  Some- 
times fifty  or  sixty  of  these  fires  may  all  be  seen  at  once.  This  being 
finished,  the  company  return  home,  where  the  good  housewife  and  h^r 
maids  are  preparing  a  good  supper.  A  large  cake  is  always  provided 
with  a  hole  in  the  middle.  After  supper,  the  company  all  attend  the 
baiHfF(or  head  of  the  oxen)  to  the  wain-house,  where  the  following  par- 
ticulars are  observed.  The  master,  at  the  head  of  his  friends,  fills  the 
cup,  generally  of  strong  ale,  and  stands  opposite  to  the  first  op  finest  of 
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liis  oxenl  He  then  pledges  him  in  a  curious  toast,  the  company  follow 
his  example  with  all  the  other  oxen,  addressing  each  by  his  name. 
This  being  finished,  the  large  cake  is  produced,  and,  with  much  cere- 
mony put  on  the  horn  of  the  first  ox,  through  the  hole  above  men- 
tioned. The  ox  is  then  tickled  to  make  him  toss  his  head:  if  he 
throws  the  cake  behind,  then  it  is  the  perquisite  of  the  mistress;  if  be- 
fore, the  bailiff  iiimself  claims  the  prize.  The  company  then  return  to 
the  house,  the  doors  of  which  they  find  locked,  nor  will  they  be  opened 
until  some  joyous  songs  are  sung.  On  their  gaining  admittance  a, 
.  scene  of  mirth  and  jollity  ensues,  and  which  lasts  the  greatest  part  of 
the  night.' 

The  custom  of. drawing  *  king  and  queen'  seems  to  have  prevailed 
in  one  shape  or  another  in  most  parts  of  Europe ;  but  the  methoc) 
by  which  the  regal  dignity  is  now  confirmed  is  of  late  introduc-r 
tion.  TTiis  important  elevation  was  anciently  conducted  in  a  man? 
ner  which  obviated  the  suspicions  of  collusion  on  the  part  of  the 
scrutineers,  which  now  and  then  sets  half  the  little  conclave  a  poutr 
ing.  *  Cut  the  cake,'  says  Meliboeus  in  the  speeches  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  at  Sudley;  *  cut  the  cake;  who  hath  the  beane  shal  be 
king,  and  where  the  peaze  is  she  shal  be  queene.'  Thus  also  in 
Herrick's  Hesperides,  an  inexhaustible  repertory  of  popular  cus- 
toms and  allusions,  with  extracts  from  which  Mr.  Brand  has  ofteif 
enlivened  his  pages : 

'  Now,  now  the  time  comes. 

With  the  cake  full  of  plumbs, 
TVhen  beane's  the  king  and  the  sport  here  ; 

Besides,  we  must  know, 

The  pea  also,. 
Must  revel  as  queen  of  the  court  here. 

^  In  Normandy  they  place  a  child  under  the  table  which  is  covered 
in  such  a  manner  with  the  cloth  that  he  cannot  see  what  is  doing;  and 
when  the  cake  is  divided,  one  of  the  company  taking  up  the  first  piece, 
cries  out,  **  Fabo  domine,  pour  qui  ?"  The  child  answers  "  Pour  le 
bon  dieu."  In  this  manner  the  pieces  are  allotted  to  the  company, 
If  the  bean  be  found  in  the  piece  for  the  "  bon  dieu,"  the  king  is  chosen 
by  drawing  long  or  short  straws.  Otherwise  whoever  gets  the  bean 
chuses  the  king  or  queen,  according  as  the  person  happens  to  be  a  man 
or  a  woman.' 

Chusing  the  king  of  the  bean  aUo  formed  a  gambol  at  both  the 
universities. 

A  piece  of  money  was  often  substituted  for  the  bean^  a^  describee^ 
in  the  Alexandrines  of  Barnaby  Googe, 

'  But  who  so  chaunceth  on  the  peece  wherein  the  money  lies, 
Is  counted  king  amongst  them  all,  and  is  with  shouts  and  cries 
Exalted  to  the  heavens  up,  who  taking  chalke  in  hande. 
Doth  make  a  crosse  on  every  beame  and  rafters  as  they  stande/ 
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These  crosses  had  great  virtue  in  scaring  away  '  cursed  sprites 
and  devils/  and  in  averting  harm  and  ilUuck  from  die  dwelling. 

In  Silesia  the  three  kings  and  an  angel  parade  the  streets,  chaunt- 
ing  a  traditionary  carol.  1  he  first  vefses  of  it  would  furnish  Miss 
Edgeworth  with  an  additional  instance  of  the  universality  of  what 
are  most  unjustly  termed  Irish  bulls. 

Caspar,  Melchior,  and  Balthazar,  like  many  otlier  saints,  have 
Uad  the  fortune  to  be  mysticised.  On  tlie  vigil  of  tlie  feast  their 
names  written  with  blood  on  the  forehead  of  the  trembling  inquirer, 
procured  a  vision  of'  the  tinffe  and  noanner  of  his  death.  And  it 
was  one  of  the  three  holy  nights  in  which  the  magic  pipe  was  pre- 
pared, whose  music  allured  the  worm  employed  in  the  ceremonies, 
which  induced  the  pygmies  of  the  wood  to  give  up  the  wishing- 
cap.*  Tlie  star,  as  the  legend  tells,  fell  into  9  well  in  the  holy  land 
after  it  had  performed  its  office,  where  it  could  be  occasionally 
seen.  The  optical  effects  produced  by  deep  wells  may  have  laid 
the  foundation  for  this  fable.  Under  favourable  circumstances,  a 
star  of  the  first  magnitude  may  be  reflected  in  tlie  day-time  froni 
the  surface  of  the  waters. 

The  pagan  origin  of  the  customs  observed  on  May-day  is  dis» 
tinctly  marked  :  at  the  two  extremities  of  this  island  they  form  a 
singular  contrast.  The  stormy  sky,  and  inhospitable  soil,  of  the 
Celt,  so  frequently  refused  him  the  means  of  subsistence,  that  when 
he  contemplated  the  return  of  the  yeaning  time  and  the  harvest,  it 
was  to  him  a  season  of  doubt  and  anxiety.  On  the  Beltam-day, 
the  high  lander,  faithful  to  the  rites  of  his  ancestors,  still  offers  the 
consecrated  cake  to  the  fox,  the  hooded  crow,  and  the  eagle,  the 
destroyers  of  his  flocks  and  herds,  and  to  the  beings  whom  he 
reveres  as  their  protectors.  And  the  devoted  person  who  draws 
'  the  black  lot  is  compelled  to  leap  three  times  through  the  flamed 
as  a  memorial  of  the  ancient  sacrifices.  The  youth  of  the  year 
did  not  present  the  same  apprehensions  to  the  inhabitant  of  the 

•  This  vrishing  cap,  or  cloud  cap,  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  ancient  Teutonrc 
romances.  Li  the  Book  of  Heroes,  the  little  King  Laurin  wears  it  whei>  he  carries  oC 
ihe  sisttr  of  Theodoric  of  Verona. 

K^iiig  Laurinbeguode  * 

Grifen  zii  den  inHien  sin 

Darus  nsira  er  ein  keppelin 

Darin  verbaimt  er  54  ze  hant 

Und  sinen  gUten  schiltes  rant 

J)o  moht  man  in  geschen  niht. 
Ill  the  Niebelungcu,  where  it  contributes  so  materially  to  the  developipent  of  the 
Itory,  it  is  foand  under  the  name  of  Taruchappe. 

D6  will  was  och  Sifril  der  woetliche  man, 

£  daz  ez  ieman  wisse,  zu  dem  schisse  gegan 

Da  er  sin  tamchappen  verborgen  ligcH  vaut 

ipmn  4of  et  vil  schiere :  do  was  cr  tueraan  bechaiit. 
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genial  shores  of  Italy.  He  did  not  supplicate  the  deities  for  bless- 
ings which  he  had  no  reason  to  fear  they  would  with-hold,  and  hfc 
rejoiced  in  the  anticipation  of  them.  Ho^^ever  when  the  classical 
festivities  of  the  Floralia  were  introduced  into  this  climate,  it  would 
have  been  desirable  either  to  advance  their  place  in  the  calendar,  or 
to  expel  the  King  of  the  Fogs,  who,  according  to  the  fairy  tale  of 
Madame  d'Aunois,  has  held  his  court  in  England  ever  since  he 
was  jilted  by  his  mistress.  Milton,  with  the  *  Ben  venga  Majigio* 
of  the  Tuscan  poet  yet  ringing  in  his  ear,  may  have  been  inspired 
to  *  Hair  the  bounteous,  flowery  May ; 

■  who  from  her  green  lap  throws 

The  yellow  cowslip,  and  the  pale  primrose. 

But  we  fear  that  even  -before  the  alteration  of  the  style  so  beau- 
tifully lamented  in  ^  The  Tears  of  Old  May-day,'  she  was  but 
a  sickly,  hollow-cheeked  damsel.  Stubbs,  in  his  declamation 
against  ^  Maie,'  tells  us  that '  every  paribhe  towne  and  village  as- 
semble themselves  together,  both  men,  women,  and  clwldren,  olde 
and  yong,  even  all  indifferently ;  and,  either  going  all  together  or 
devidyng  themselves  into  companies,  they  goe  some  to  the  woodes 
and  groves,  some  to  the  hilles  and  mountaines,  some  to  one  place, 
and  some  to  another,  where  they  spende  all  the  night  in  pastymes.' 
Yet  we  must  not  allow  his  invective  as  unexceptionable  evidence 
of  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  which  could  allow  of  such  cool  and 
airy  revels.  He  has  evidently  overcharged  his  picture,  notwith- 
standing his  boast  of  the  *  credible  reports'  he  had  received  from 

*  men  of  greate  gravitie,  credite,  and  reputation.'  Another  writer 
of  the  same,  age  more  considerately  qualifies  his  account  of  the 
May  games  with  *  if  the  skie  cleare  up.'  An  *  if*  of  which  we 
all  feel  the  necessity. 

The  supposed  cosmetic  virtues  of  May  dew,  when  gathered  be- 
fore sun-rise,  are  pretty  generally  remembered  in  the  country.  It 
'Was  probably  an  allegory  by  which  Some  village  Zadig  attempted 
to  induce  the  maidens  to  attend  to  the  wholesome  observances'^f 
€arly  rising  and  exercise. 

The  puritans  fought  a  stubborn  battle  with  the  May  poles,  those 

*  heathenish  vanities  of  superstition  and  wickedness,*^  whose  fall  is 
deplored  by  the  author  of  *  Pasquil's  Palinodia,'  in  verses  of  ex- 
traordinary harmony  considering  the  time  when  they  were  com- 
posed. 

•  *  Happy  the  age,  and  harmlesse  \vere  the  dayes, 
''  For  then  true  love  and  amity  were  found. 

When  every  village  did  a  May  pole  raise. 

And  Whitsun  ales  and  May  games  did  abound ; 
And  all  the  lusty  yonkers  in  a  rout, 
With  merry  lasses  daunced  the  rod  about ; 

Then 
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Then  friendship  to  the  banquet  bid  the  guests, 
And  poor  men  fared  the  better  for  their  feasts. 
Alas,  poor  May  poles !  what  should  be  the  cause 
That  you  were  almost  banisht  from  the  earth? 
Who  never  were  rebellious  to  the  lawes, 

Your  greatest  crime  was  honest,,harmlesse  mirth/ 

The  May  poles  never  held  up  their  heads  again.  The  last  upon 
record  was  that  in  May-fair,  which  was  *  begged'  by  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  as  a  stand  for  his  great  telescope.  The  morrice  dancers, 
and  Friar  Tuck,  and  Maid  Marian  rallied  after  the  restoration,  al- 
tliough  somewhat  shorn  of  their  former  glories :  * 

*  For,  oh !  the  hobby-horse  was  forgot/ 

The  merry  troop  was  wandering  up  and  down  the  country  about 
twenty  years  ago ;  but  these  are  sad  degenerate  times,  and  it  is  to 
be  greatly  feared  that  now  they  are  only  to  be  seen  in  Mr.  Tollett's 
parlour  window.  Mr.  Ellis  has  added  some  extracts  from  Mr. 
Donee's  elaborate  dissertation  upon  the  May  games,  in  illustration 
of  his  text ;  but  we  must  inform  that  gentleman,  that,  correct  as 
Minsheu  generally  is,  his  authority  for  once  is  questionable.  The 
Tarrasca  was  the  dragon,  and  not  the  chevalet  or  hobby-horse. 

On  Whitsunday,  Mr.  Brand  has  quoted  the  following  verses  from 
Barnaby  Googe,  which  require  some  explanation, 

*  On  Whitsunday  whyte  pigeons  tame  in  strings  from  heaven  flic, 
And  one  that  framed  is  of  wood,  still  hangeth  in  the  skie ; 
Thou  seest  how  they  with  idols  phiie,  and  teach  the  people  to; 
None  other  wise  than  little  gyrles  with  puppets  use  to  do/ 

It  was  the  custom  during  this  festival  to  suspend  ^  silver  dove 
from  the  roof  of  the  church,  and  to  let  it  slowly  down  during  some 
part  of  the  service,  as  an  emblem  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  In  the  churches  in  France,  under  the  early  races,  the  host 
■was  sometimes  kept  in  a  shrine*  made  in  the  shape  of  a  dove,  and 
suspended  over  the  altar. 

At  ^  Christmas'  we  find  an  article  of  rustic  superstition  which  is 
new  to  us. 

*  A  superstitious  notion  prevails  in  the  western  parts  of  Devonshire, 
that  at  twelve  o*clock  at  night,  on  Christmas-eve,  the  oxen  in  the  stalls 
are  always  found  on  their  knees  as  fn  an  attitude  of  de\fotion,  and  that 
jsince  the  alteration  of  the  style  they  continue  to  do  this  only  on  the 
eve  of  Old  Christmas-day.  An  honest  countryman  being  on  the  edge  of 
St.  Stephen's  down,  near  Launceston,  Cornwall,  informed  me,  Oct.  28th, 
1790>  that  he  once,  with  some  others,  made  a  trial  of  the  truth  of  the 
above,  and  watching  several  oxen  in  their  stalls  at  the  above  time,  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  they  observed  the  two  oldest  oxen  only  fall  upon 
their  knees,  and,  as  he  expressed  it  in  the  idiom  of  the  country,  makt 
a pruel  moan  like  Chmtiwn  creatures' 
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Mr.  Brand  has  got  together  a  goodly  number  of  the  sports  and 
customs  which  took  place  in 

< those  golden  da5's  of  yore, 

When  Christmas  was  a  high  day/ 

And  it  gives  us  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  to  note  that  the 
chaplains  at  St.  James'  Palace  ^  retain  the  custom'  of  having  *  a 
tvireen  full  of  rich  plum-porridge'  served  up,  and  not  only  served 
up,  but  actually  '  eaten  on  that  festival  at  that  table/  We  hope 
we  shall  never  see  the  time  when  this  orthodox  dish,*  this  venerable 
specimen  of  the  talent  of  the  ancient  master- cook,  shall  be  banished 
by  turtle-soup  or  any  heathenish  dainty  whatever. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  Christmas,  *  Old  Christmas  of  Lon* 
don,  and  Captain  Christmas,'-!-  have  seen  strange  vicissitudes  since 
the  family  were  last  assembled  at  White  Hall.  Wassail,  the  neat 
sempstress,  has  abandoned  the  metropolis.  Carrol  has  been  di- 
vested of  his  tawny  coat  and  red  cap,  and  the  flute  has  dropped 
from  his  girdle;  he  has  been  clothed  anew,  and  taught  to  sing 
through  the  nose,  at  the  '  Evangelical  Tract  Repository.'  Minced- 
pie  and  Babie-cake  are  yet  in  good  repute :  they  were  persecuted. 
It  is  true,  asmalignants  in  the  time  of  the  commonwealth,  but  they 
recovered  their  estates  and  their  credit,  with  the  king.  Gambol, 
with  his  hoop  and  bells,  is  consigned  to  Bartholomew-fair.  Post-* 
and-Pair  has  long  given  up  his  place  to  a  numerous  train  of  ille- 
gitimate descendants.  Misrule,  if  we  are  to  believe  John  Bull 
when  he  is  in  a  growling  humour,  is  no  longer  content  with  his 
twelve  days  empire,  but  shews  himself  at  every  season  of  the  year. 

In  the  second  volume  we  have  the  *  customs  and  ceremonies  of 
common  life.'  It  opens  with  ^  the  lady  in  the  straw,'  which  was 
far  from  being  a  figurative  expression  in  former  times.  *  So  late 
as  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  there  were  directions  for  certain  per- 
sons to  examine  every  night  the  straw  of  the  king's  bedj  tiiat  no 
daggers  might  be  concealed  therein.'  The  section  on  '  child  bear^ 
ing,  churching,  and  christening  customs,'  is  followed,  not  very  ca-. 
tegorically,  by  ^  betrothing  and  marriage  customs.'  But  this  slight 
deviation  from  the  decorous  order  of  things  by  no  means  extends 
to  the  matrimonial  chapter,  which  is  ari^nged  with  great  regularity 
and  precision,  as,  a  few  pages  beyond  *  divinations  at  weddings/  we 
mf  et  with  a  dissertation  ^  on  the  saying  that  the  husbands  of  i^se 
MTomen  wear  horns.'  Like  all  his  predecessors,  Mr.  Brand  has 
failed  in  his  endeavours  to  recover  the  origin  of  th^  *  Cimier'  di 
Cornovagia.' 

•  *  But  what  are  the  hopes  of  men' !  even  of  reviewer? !     Srace  the  above  was 
written,  we  have  learned,  thai  the  'plum-porridge,'  the  *  tnreen,'  and  the  'table/have 
vanished  all  together.    So  it  is !  '  Star  after  star  goe«  out,  aod— rail  is  n%ht.' 
See  Ben  Jonson's  Masque  of  Christmas, 
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'  Tlie  numerous  train  of  popular  notions,  sports  and  errors/ 
fumish  the  contents  of  the  remaining  pages.  On  these  we  cannot 
enlarge,  as  we  have  ah'eady  exceeded  our  limits*  Upon  the  whple 
this  voluminous  work  may  be  useful  (with  |M"oper  caution)  as  a 
book  of  reference.  Its  materials  have  been  amassed  without  much 
attention  to  their  relative  worth,  of  which,  indeed,  we  suspect 
the  author  to  be  no  very  competent  judge.  He  takes  no  general 
view  of  his  subject,  and  his  desultory  collections  are  made  with  so 
little  care,  and  the  notes  and  the  text  are  so  frequently  at  variance, 
with  each  other,  that  the  reader  is  left  without  any  other  help  than 
his  own  sagacity  may  afford  him,  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  what- 
ever. We  have  already  noticed  that  vulgar  symptom  of  the  Biblio- 
mania^  quoting  passages  in  every  one's  hand  from  rare  books  or 
manuscripts  penes  autorem :  this  is  «o  common  with  Mr.  Brand, 
(hat  persons  unacquainted  with  his  character  must  inevitably  sur- 
mise that  he  intended  his  two  volumes  to  operate  as  the  puffindi" 
feet  upon  his  library. 


Art.  II.  A  Voyage  round  the  World  in  the  Years  1803,  4, 
5,  and  6,  performed  hy  Order  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  Alex- 
ander the  First,  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  the  Ship  Neva,  by 
Urey  Lisiansky,  Captain  in  the  Russian  Navy,  and  Knight 
of  the  Orders  of  St.  George  and  St.  Vladimir.     London.   1814. 

6.  Voyages  and  Travels  in  various  Parts  of  the  World,  during 
the  Years  1803—7,  by  G.  H.  Von  Langsdorff,  Aulic  Coun- 
sellor to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  Consul  General 
at  the  Brazils,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Anne,  &c.  &c. 
Part  II.    London.     J  8 14. 

npWO  quarto  volumes,  the  produce  of  a  Russian  embassy  to 
■*■  Japan  and  the  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  h^ve  already 
passed  under  our  review.  We  have  now  before  us  two  more  of 
the  same  bulk,  and  from  the  same  prolific  source ;  and  a  few 
pthers  from  the  portfolio  of  Doctor  Tilesius  are  expected ;  not  to 
mention  Lieutenant  Davidoff 's  account  of  his  travels  and  voyages 
which  is  announced  as  in  the  press.  The  appearance  of  so  many 
works  by  Russian  officers,  or  by  officers  employed  in  the  Russian 
service,  in  which  the  views  and  conduct  of  that  government,  with 
regard  to  its  distant  settlements,  are  freely  canvassed ;  and  the  con- 
fidence with  which  the  respective  authors  lay  their  labours  at  the 
feet  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  are  no  weak  proofs  of  the  desire 
of  that  amiable  monarch  to  enlighten  his  subjects  by  encouraging 
the  promulgation  of  the  opinions  and  observations  of  men  of  sci- 
ence and  literature. 
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The  two  ships  Nadeshda  and  Neva  parted  company,  as  our  read- 
ers may  recollect,  at  the  Sandwich  islands  ;  the  former  to  convey 
the  ambassador  to  Japan,  of  whose  reception  we  have  given  an 
ample  account  from  Captain  Krusenstern's  valuable  work;  and  the 
latter  to  visit  the  Russian  settlements  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
America.  From  the  Sandwich  islands,  therefore,  the  voyage  of 
the  Neva,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lisiansky,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  new  ground,  and  to  this  part  of  liis  work  we  shall  con- 
fine the  few  observations  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  make. 
Having  examined  the  narratives  of  the  two  commanders  as  far  as 
the  voyage  was  made  in  company,  and  compared  their  respective 
descriptions  of  the  same  objects,  we  find  no  material  discrepancy 
in  their  accounts ;  and  it  is  therefore  but  fair  to  presume  that  both 
have  aimed  at  truth  r  in  point  of  intelligence,  however,  and  apt 
selection  of  objects,  we  can  by  no  means  rank  Lisiansky  with  Kru- 
senstern.  Neither  of  them  is  to  be  mentioned  at  the  same  time 
with  Cook ;  but  the  latter,  as  far  as  careful  investigation  and  labo- 
rious endeavours  to  acquire  accuracy  are  concerned,  may  fairly  be 
classed  with  Vancouver,  and  the  former  perhaps  put  on  a  level  with 
Broughton. 

Our  old  acquaintance,  the  Aulic  Counsellor,  whose  second  party 
in  the  shape  of  a  tolerable  quarto,  is  also  before  us,  had  the  felicity 
of  seeing  (with  the  exception  of  Canton)  much  more  than  the  two 
commanders,  either  jointly  or  separately.  On  his  return  from  Ja- 
pan to  Kamschatka,  where  in  ourXVlIIth.  Number  we  left  him, 
he  engaged  himself  to  accompany,  in  the  capacity  of  physician,  the 
ex-ambassador  Von  Resanoff,  whose  total  failure  in  J«pan  had 
probably  urged  him  to  the  endeavour  of  doing  service  to  the  Russio- 
American  trading  company  by  a  visit  to  their  settlements  on  the 
Aleutian  islands,  and  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America.  They 
embarked  in  the  Maria,  a  brig  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  built  at 
Ochotsk,  and  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy;,  and  after 
touching  at  several  of  the  Aleutian  islands,  rejoined  the  Neva  at  the 
Russian  settlement  of  Sitcha,  on  the  coast  of  America.  We  have 
therefore  the  means  of  comparing  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
present  volume  with  that  of  Captain  Lisiansky,  with  whom  we 
observe  he  has  frequently  the  misfortune  to  differ.  We  perceived 
this,  indeed,  in  the  former  part  of  the  Doctor's  voyage.  A  re- 
markable instance  of  this  difference  occurs  in  the  two  descriptions 
of  the  customs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  islands.  '  On 
the  death  of  the  king,'  says  the  knight  of  St.  Vladimir,  *  every  one 
in  his  dominions  must  pull  out  a  tooth ;  and  if  a  great  man  die, 
those  who  were  subject  to  him  must  do  the  same ;  so  that  if  an 
individual  should  have  lost  many  masters,  he  may  at  last  not  have 
a  tooth  left  in  his  head.'     The  Doctor  has  recorded  the  fact  of 
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many  of  these  islanders  having  lost  their  front  teeth,  but  instead 
of  ascribing  the  want  of  them  to  the  exactions  of  the  dead,  he 
attributes  it  to  the  slings  of  the  living,  by  which,  he  tells  us,  they  are 
knocked  out  in  battle.  We  think  tlie  chances  are  that  neither  ac- 
count is  the  true  one,  and  one  of  them  is  obviously  false ;  but  the 
writers  of  voyages  and  travels  are  seldom  contented  to  set  down 
dimple  facts,  they  must  accompany  them  with  their  own  conjectures, 
lest  their  readers  should  be  left  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  judg- 
ment. Our  business,  however,  at  present  leads  us  into  higher 
latitudes  tlian  the  Sandwich  islands. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Russian  government  has,  since  the  mid- 
dle of  the  last  century,  pushed  its  discoveries  in  the  sea  which  se- 
parates the  two  continents  of  Asia  and  America,  and  which  gra- 
dually contracts  to  a  narrow  channel,  known  by  the  name  of  Beh- 
ring's  Stt-ait,  not  more,  about  the  65th  parallel  of  latitude,  or  from 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  East  Cape,  than  SO  miles  in  width, 
and,  at  almost  all  times  of  the  year,  choked  up  with  ice.  Lower 
down,  about  the  parallel  of  49°  or  50°  N.  the  Aleutian  islands 
extend  across  this  sea  in  a  chain  which  may  be  compared  to  so  many 
piers  of  an  immense  bridge,  connecting  the  great  promontoiy  or 
peninsula  of  Kamschatka,  on  the  continent  of  Asia,  with  the  cor- 
responding but  smaller  peninsula  of  Alaska,  jutting  out  from  the 
continent  of  America.  These  two  peninsulas,  and  the  whole  chain 
of  islands  of  which  Oonalashka  and  Kodiak  are  the  principal^  are 
claimed  as  part  of  the  Russian  dominions. 

*  Kodiak,  Kadjak,  or  Kuktak,  that  is  to  say,  the  Great  Island,  is 
the  largest  of  all  the  islands  that  lie  to  the  north  between  America  and 
Asia.  Including  the  small  surrounding  islands,  it  stretches  from  Lat. 
56°  45'  N.  Long.  150**  30'  W.  to  Lat.  58°  35',  Long.  153^  3(/.  It  has 
been  known  to  the  Russians  ever  since  the  year  1750.  Many  specula- 
tive merchants  from  Ochotsk  had  visited  the  island  for  the  sake  of  col- 
lecting furs,  between  the  years  176O  and  1770,  till  at  length  Gregory 
Schetikoflf,  a  merchant  of^  Irkutsk,  thought  of  establishing  a  Russian 
factory  here. 

*  By  degrees  he  reduced  under  his  power  this  and  the  neighbouring 
islands,  the  population  of  which  he  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  persons ; 
and  embarking  a  very  considerable  property  in  the  undertaking,  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  present  Imperial  Russio-American  trading  Com- 
pany.'—(Law  o^^rfor^,  p.  59.) 

To  this  settlement  the  ex-ambassador  and  his  physician  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  lir.st  instance,  by  the  way  of  the  Aleutian  islands, 
while  the  Neva  shaped  her  course  from  the  Sandwich  islands  to- 
wards the  same  destination.  The  crew  of  the  vessel  on  which  the 
Doctor  embarked  consisted  of  about  sixty  persons,  of  a  most  mi- 
serable description ;  they  were  composed,  lie  tells  us,  of  *  adven- 
turers, drunkards,  bankrupt  traders,  and  mechanics,  or  branded  cri- 
minals, 
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minals,  in  search  of  fortune/  which  they  hoped  to  acquire  hf 
hunting  sea-bears,  seals,  and  sea-Hons,  and  collecting  furs  for  the 
Russio-American  Company.  Having  fed  the  whole  winter  on  the 
luxuries  of  Kanischatka,  which  consisted  of  hard  bread,  dry  fish, 
and  the  fat  of  whales  and  sea  dogs,  they  were  all  dreadfully  infec- 
ted with  the  scurvy ;  and  so  lamentably  deficient  in  articles  of 
clothing,  that  they  were  swarming  with  vermin,  which,  with  every 
precaution,  found  their  way  from  the  deck  into  the  doctor's  cabin, 
and  kept  him  '  in  a  constant  state  of  fever,  disgust  and  horror/ 

Touching  at  the  more  northerly  island  of  St,  Paul,  they  found  the 
stores  of  fox  and  sea-bears'  skins,  of  sea-cows'  teeth,  of  whalebone^ 
seal-skins,  and  other  articles  of  ivory,  bone  and  peltry,  so  fully 
supplied  that  it  was  resolved  to  carry  away  some  of  the  fur  huntera 
and  fishers,  lest  the  employment  of  so  many  at  one  spot  should  de- 
stroy the  breed  of  valuable  animals  that  produced  them :  strange 
to  say,  every  one  of  these  persons  earnestly  entreated  to  be  permit-* 
ted  to  remain  on  this  miserable  island,  where  their  wretchedness 
was  at  least  equal  to  that  pf  the  ship's  company  as  described  by? 
the  Doctor.  They  said  tliat  they  had  plenty  of  foxes  and  searbeara 
for  food  and  clothing;  plenty  of  berries,  of  sea^fowl  and  their  eggs 
which  they  considered  as  luxuries;  they  had  comfortable  holes  dug 
in  the  earth,  and  store  of  fish  bones  and  oil  to  light  and  warm  them, 
and  to  cook  their  victuals :  yet  one  of  these  men  had  once  been  an 
•opulent  me^-chant  at  Moscow !  ^  One  would  suppose,'  says  the 
Doctor,  *  that  these  people,  three  or  four  of  whom  had  married 
Aleutian  women,  lived  in  the  utnaost  friendship  and  unanimity;  but,, 
alas,  we  could  find  nothing  but  discord  and  enmity  among  them/ 

Captain  Cook  has  left  little  for  future  navigators  to  relate  con-' 
cerning  the  poor  and  harmless  natives  of  Qonalaslika,  unless  it  be  to 
record  tlie  melancholy  reflections  which  must  arise  in  the  breast  of 
every  humane  voyager  on  learning  the  rapid  depopulation  which  has 
taken  place  on  this  and  the  contiguous  islands.  If  Doctor  Langs- 
dorfi'isto  be  depended  on,  the  male  population  of  the  islands  which,, 
in  1 787,  amounted  to  more  than  3000,  did  not,  in  1804,  reach  300^ 
At  Kodiak  also,  and  its  neighbouring  islands,  a  total  extirpation 
threatens  the  native  inhabitants ;  the  fifty  thousand  that  it  was  said, 
to  contain  when  first  discovered  being,  at  the  time  of  his  visit,  re-. 
duced  to  three  or  four  thousand ;  and  of  this  number  the  superin* 
tendant  and  overseer  of  Kodiak  stated,  '  there  were,  on  that  island^ 
only  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  capable  of  labour.' 

Theie  seems  to  be  no  assignable  reason  for  this  extraordinary  de* 
population  of  the  Aleutian  islands.  The  selection  of  a  few  of  the 
best  hunters  to  send  to  St.  George  and  St.  Paul,  and  to  the  cpast^ 
which  the  Doctor  thinks  a  '  leading  cause,'  is  in  our  mind  no  cause 
at  all ;  nor  do  we  perpeive  that  the  accession  of  a  few  Rvis^ians  has 
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produced  any  '  change  in  their  modes  of  living'  that  will  account 
for  the  extraordinary  diminution  of  their  numbers.  The  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  they  have  never  yet  been  able  to  indulge  in,  for  we 
are  told  that  *  brandy  is  so  very  scarce  that  the  misuse  of  it  is  ne- 
cessarily rare ;'  the  only  new  luxury  of  which  they  are  repre- 
sented as  being  passionately  fond,  is  snuff;  and  this  we  believe  i» 
not^ery  noxious.  Their  habits  and  occupations  remain  unchanged : 
perhaps  the  increased  demand  for  the  skins  of  bears  and  seals  may 
have  rendered  their  expeditions  more  perilous  by  the  necessity  of 
making  them  more  distant;  but  in  every  other  respect  their  original 
condition  would  seem  to  be  unaltered.  Their  food  consists  prin- 
cipally, as  it  always  did,  of  fish  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  herring 
to  the  whale,  of  seals,  sea-calves  aUd  sea-lions ;  but  the  commoa 
seal  (the  phoca  vitulind)  is  their  main  support ;  and  of  the  many 
useful  purposes  to  which  this  animal  is  applied,  we  shall  extract 
the  Doctor's  account. 

*  This  animal  forms  such  an  essential  article  to  the  subsisten<5e  of  thcr 
Aleutians  in  a  variety  of  ways,  that  it  may  truly  be  said  they  would 
pot  know  how  to  live  without  it.  Of  its  skin  they  make  clothes,  car- 
pets, thongs,  shoes,  and  many  household  utensils ;  nay,  their  canoes 
are  made  oi  a  wooden  skeleton  with  the  skin  of  the  sea-dog  stretched 
over  it.  The  flesh  is  eaten,  and  of  the  fat  an  oil  is  made,  which,  be- 
sides being  used  as  an  article  of  nourishment,  serves  to  warm  and  light 
their  huts.  The  oesophagus  is  used  for  making  breeches  and  boots,  and 
the  large  blown-up  paunch  serves  as  a  vessel  for  storing  up  liquoi*s  of 
all  kinds.  Of  the  entrails  are  made  garments  to  defend  them  against 
rain,  and  they  also  serve  instead  of  glass  to  admit  light  into  their  habi- 
tation; the  bristles  of  the  beard  are  used,  like  ostrich  feathers  in 
Europe,  as  ornaments  for  the  head ;  there  is  consequently  no  part  of 
the  animal  that  is  not  turned  to  some  usef-^^Langsdurff^,  p.  34.) 

The  various  species  of  the  seal  tribe,  and  other  amphibious  ani- 
mals, are  so  very  numerous,  and  so  little  molested  in  this  distant 
and  almost  unfrequented  part  of  the  ocean,  that  there  is  no  ground  * 
for  the  apprehension,  seemingly  entertained,  that  a  supply  of  this 
useful  animal  will  fail  the  islanders,  or  that  seal  skins  will  for  many 
ages  become  a  scarce  article  in  the  China  market.  There  are  not 
perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  the  known  world  such  multitudes  and 
such  varieties  of  creatures  as  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aleutian  archi- 
pelago ;  whether  of  those  whose  sole  habitation  is  the  ocean,  and 
which  occur  of  every  size  and  shape,  from  the  minute  shrimp  to 
the  huge  leviathan ;  or  of  those  that  occasionally  frequent  the  creeks, 
tfie  land,  and  the  ice ;  or  of  those  that  chiefly  delight  in  the  water, 
and  rivecs  which  communicate  with  the  sea.  Here  might  the  poet 
tay,  and  almost  without  a  fiction : 

*  Cseruleos  habet  unda  Decs;  tritona  canorura, 
Proteaque  ambiguum,  baisenarumque  prementem 
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iEgaeona  suis  immania  terga  lacertis, 
^       Doridaque  ct  natas.' 

Among  this  mixed  multitude  of  strange  creatures,  we  confess 
some  little  disappointment,  that  the  Knight  of  St.  Anne,  who  was 
60  frequently  hailed  by  the  daughters  of  Doris,  (anciently  called 
sea-nynjphs,  but  better  known  in  our  times  by  the  vulgar  name  of  * 
inerniaids,)  and  who  sometimes,  we  conceive,  is  not  shy  in  using  the 
poet's  licence,  was  not  so  lucky  as  to  take  one  of  these  salt  water 
lasses,  pleased,  with  her  comb  and  looking-glass, 

^-  in  mole  sedens  vi rides  siccare  capillos, 

^hich  the  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the  sex- 
ton of  Brighton  will  at  any  time  vouch,  for  the  credit  of  Ovid's  ve- 
racity, to  be  a  common  trick  with  them.  But  the  doctor  had  told 
his  tale  of  a  mermaid  in  his  former  volume,  and  he  probably  con- 
cluded that  the  repetition  of  it  might  be  tedious. 

Multitudes  of  a  more  gigantic  branch  of  the  same  family  (the 
phoca  ursina)  were  every  where  met  with  huddled  in  heaps,  *  old 
and  young  together  to  the  amount  of  several  thousands ;  the  old 
ones  hissed,  and  the  young  ones,  who  were  still  sucking,  cried  like 
little  children.'  The  gentlemen,  it  seems,  of  this  particular  species, 
are  very  tyrannical  in  their  treatment  of  the  softer  sex.  *  If  the 
males  sometimes  appear  enraged,  the  females  seem  to  endeavour  to 
sooth  and  soften  them ;  and  if  the  females  neglect  or  disobey  the 
commands  of  their  lords,  the  latter  punish  their  disobedience  hj 
biting  them.' 

The  skin  of  this  large  species  of  seal  furnishes,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear, a  very  profitable  branch  of  Irade  to  the  Russio-American 
Company ;  for  the  Doctor  affirms  that  *  fifteen  men,  with  an  es- 
tablishment which  costs  them  next  to  nothing,  can  easily,  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  collect  and  prepare  a  hundred  thousand 
skins ;  each  of  these  will  fetch  at  Canton  a  Spanish  dollar,  or  a 
dollar  and  a  half,  or  at  Kiachta  from  two  to  three  roubles.'  He  is 
mistaken,  however,  in  saying  it  is  this  species  of  seal-skin  which 
the  ^  English  and  Americans  collect  at  the  island  of  Amsterdam^ 
and  carry  to  market  at  Canton  under  the  English  name  oi  fur-seals  * 
The  few  skins  that  have  been  carried  from  this  island  are  those  of 
the  common  seal,  (phoca  vitulina,)  and  they  are  converted  into  fur- 
skins  by  a  particular  process  which  the  C^hinese  make  use  of  to 
divest  them  of  the  hair  or  bristles,  leaving  the  fur  or  downy  cover- 
ing only  remaining.  • 

The  phocajubata,  or  sea-lion,  sometimes  called  sea-elephant,  is 
neither  so  numerous  nor  so  valuable  as  the  other  two  species.  The 
trichecus  rosmarus,  or  sea-cow,  abounds  on  a  small  rocky  island 
near  St.  PauFs ;  but  the  trichecus  manatm  stelleri,  once  so  abun- 
dant on  the  coasts  of  Kamschatka,  gn  Behring's,  and  some  other 
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islands  of  those  seas,  tbe  Doctor  thinks  must  already  be  ranked 
*  among  the  list  of  beings  lost  from  the  animal  kingdom^  like  the 
dudu,  the  mammoth,  the  carnivorous  elephant  of  the  Ohio>^  and 
others.'  By  what  cause  should  this  loss  have  been  produced  r  It 
does  not  follow  that,  because  an  animal  is  driven  from  his  accus* 
tomed  haunts,  he  should  cease  to  exist.  In  tlie  bays  and  islands  of 
the  frozen  ocean,  between  tlie  pole  and  the  northern  coasts  of  Asia 
and  America,  where  the  foot  of  man  has  never  yet  trod,  there  is 
{ibundanceofroom  for  the  retreat  ^nd  subsistence  of  those  animals, 
M^hose  timid  natures  make  them  shun  the  presence  of  the  lords  of 
ifae  creation.  It  was  long  a  very  general  opinion  that  the  camelopar- 
^alis,  so  well  described  by  Aristotle  and  Pliny,  was  a  lost  animal, 
QT  a  creature  of  the  imagination ;  and  it  was  only  in  our  times  thai, 
its  haunts  have  been  discovered  in  the  interior  regions  of  southern 
Africa,  from  whence  it  is  most  certain  neither  the  Greeks  nor  the 
Ilomans  could  have  received  either  the  animal  itself,  or  any  de<- 
scriptionofit. 

.  There  seems,  however,  to  be  Some  little  danger  of  tke  total  dis- 
appearance of  another  inhabitant  of  those  regions,  the  lutramarinaf 
or  sea-otter.  The  very  valuable  skins  of  these  animals,  each  said 
to  be  worth  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  roubles, 
excited  the  cupidity  of  the  Russian  hunters  to  such  a  pitch, 
and  they  followed  them  with  such  unremitting  assiduity,  that 
the  species  is  nearly  e;^tirpated  from  the  whole  chain  of  the  Aleu- 
tian islands.  They  are,  indeed,  become  so  scarce  that  in  those 
places  where  once  diey  were  caught  by  thousands,  they  are  now 
picked  up  slowly  and  singly ;  and  two  or  three  hundred  a-year  are 
the  utmost  that  can  at  present  be  procured.  The  black  and  the 
silver-grey  fox,  the  river  and  the  marsh  otter  are  also  said  to  be,  of 
late  years,  equally  scarce.  It  was  in  fact  this  scarcity  of  the  most 
yaluable  fur  animals  that  drove  the  Russians  easterly  as  far  as  the 
coast  of  America,  where  they  established  themselves,  as  before  ob» 
served,  on  the  island  of  Kodiak,  as  the  most  convenient  position 
from  whence  they  might  spread  their  hunters  along  the  bays,  creeks, 
and  rivers  on  that  part  of  the  coast.  Not  contented  with  this  in- 
sular position^  they  soon  extended  their  settlements  and  their  inter- 
course with  the  Indians  as  far  to  the  northward  as  Prince  Wil- 
liam's Sound,  and  to  the  southward  below  Norfolk  Sound ;  and  at 
the  latter  of  these  places  they  hoped,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of 
the  natives,  to  erect  a  permanent  establishment  on  one  of  the  largest 
islands,  and  oh  die  side  of  it  next  to  .Chatham  Strait,  which  they 
called  Sitcha :  nay,  they  had  intended,  as  Doctor  LangsdorflF  informs 
us,  to  form  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River ;  but 
unless  we  are  much  mistaken  a  struggle  for  the  possession  of  this  in- 
Jet  would  ere  tliis  have  taken  place  between  the  Americans  and 
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ourselves,  had  not  Mr.  Madison's  *  just  and  necessary^  war  called 
off  the  attention  of  the  former  from  so  distant  an  object.  The  Rus- 
sians, however,  had  not  been  long  at  Sitcha  before  Uiey  experienced 
the  same  diminution  in  the  number  of  the  most  valuable  species 
of  for  animals,  as  had  driven  them  from  St.  George,  St.  Paul,  and 
Oonalashka,  to  Kodiak.  On  their  first  arrival  at  Norfolk  Sound, 
we  are  told  that  *  sea,  river,  and  marsh  otters  were  taken  by  thoU'>- 
sands ;'  but  that  *  the  sea-otter^,  which  were  the  principal  source 
of  wealth  to  the  Company,  are%ow  nearly  extirpated,  a  few  hun- 
dreds only  being  annually  collected  by  the  Company.' 

How  long  the  continent  of  America  will  afford  a  supply  of 
furs  and  peltry  to  the  contending  traders  of  England,  Russia,  and 
Ihe  United  States,  we  pretend  not  to  determine,  but  we  believe  Aey 
have  each  of  late  experienced  some  difficull^iki  supplying  the  usual 
demand  for  those  of  the  most  valuable  description.  An  increasing 
scarcity  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  collision  of  interests,  and  disputes, 
which  at  one  time  or  other  will  probably  terminate  in  a  war; 
When,  indeed,  we  recollect  the  rupture  which  had  nearly  been  occa- 
sioned between  England  and  Spain  in  1790,  on  account  of  a  few 
English  merchant  vessels  attempting  to  establish  a  fishery  and' a  fur 
d^>6t  at  Nootka  Sound,  we  are  rather  surprised  that  neither  Spain 
nor  England  has  viewed  with  jealous  eyes  die  encroachments  of  the 
Russians  on  the  continent  of  America,  which  extend  nearly  as  fiir 
to  the  southward  as  that  sound.  It  would  seem  that  a  more  judi- 
cious attention  on  the  part  of  that  government  to  its  extensive  pos« 
sessions  along  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia,  and  a  better  system  of 
policy,  as  pointed  out  by  Captain  Krusenstern,  towards  the  settle- 
ments of  Kamschatka,  would  very  soon  ensure  to  it,  for  a  time  at 
least,  the  complete  command  of  the  north-west  coast  of  America 
and  all  its  fisheries;  and,  with  due  management,  the  exclusive  mo- 
nopoly of  the  fur  trade  in  the  China  market.  Circumstanced,  in- 
deed, as  they  now  are,  their  hunting  parties  must  necessarily  soon  be 
brought  in  contact  with  those  of  die  Americans  on  one  side,  and  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  other.  We  suspect,  indeed, 
their  respective  Indian  hunters  have  already  sometimes  crossed  each 
other.  Ten  years  ago,  brown,  red,  and  black  bear  skins,  the  skinS 
of  the  black  and  grey  fox,  of  various  species  of  marmot,  of  the 
beaver,  the  glutton,  the  lynx,  were  all  to  be  met  with  in  the  ware- 
houses of  Kodiak,  brought  thither  by  the  Indians  of  North  Ame- 
rica. 

It  was  the  abundance  of  sea-otters  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Norfolk  Sound  that  induced  the  Russians  to  build  ia  fortress  and 
establish  themselves  in  that  quarter;  where,  however,  they^had  not 
remained  long  before  they  were  expelled  by  the  natives.  To  regain 
possession  of  this  important  spot  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the' 
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Neva's  voyage,  which,  indeed,  theyetfect^d,  biit  not  without  Uood<- 
shed.  By  the  partial  intercourse  with  tradiers  from  the  Uniled 
States,  and  by  the  first  successful  expulsion  of  the  Russians,  th^ 
people  of  Sitcha,  whom  Doctor  Langsdorff  calls  Kaluschians,  wero 
in  possessions  of>caunon,  firelocks,  and  ammairition,  which  it  appeari^ 
they  knew  very  well  how  to  make  use  of.  The  si^,  we  are  tok^ 
lasted  four  days,  when  a  breach  being  made  in  the  fortress,  the 
Kaluschians  capitulated,  gave  up  nine  youths,  sons  of  the  most  dis^ 
ttnguished  persons,  as  hostages,  and  then  fled  by  night  into  the  in* 
terior,  not  caring  to  trust  themselves,  notwithstanding  the  treaty,  tCJ 
their  conquerors.  Captain  Lisiansky  informs  us  that^  in  this  af&ir, 
out  of  his  own  ship  alone,  a  lieutenant,  a  master's  mate,  a  surgeon'4 
mate;  a  quarter^master,  and  ten  sailors  of  the  sixteen  who  accom* 
pauied  them,  were  wounded,  and  two  killed.  The  Doctor  states 
the  number  of  men  within  the  fort  capable  of  bearing  arms  at 
three  hundred.  Captain  Lisiansky  judges,  but  from  no  satisfactory 
data,  ^  that  it  must  have  contained  at  least  eight  huqdred  male  in-^ 
habitants ;'  and  he  records  a  horrible  circumstance  connected  with 
this  siege,  which  we  are  rather  surprised  has  not  been  noticed  by 
Doctor  Langsdorff.     He  says, 

^  When  morning  came,  I  observed  a  great  number  of  crows  hovering 
ftbout  the  settlement.  I  sent  on  shore  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this; 
and  the  messenger  returned  with  the  news  that  the  natives  had  quitted 
the  fort  during  the  night,  leaving  in  it,  alive,  only  two  old  women  and  a 
little  boy.  .  .  .  On  the  8th  it  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Upon  my 
entering  it,  before  it  was  set  on  fire,  what  anguish  did  I  feel,  when  I  saw, 
like  a  second  massacre  of  Innocents,  numbers  of  young  children  lying 
together  murdered,  lest  their  cries,  if  they  had  been  borne  away  with 
their  cruel  parents,  should  have  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  retreat  to 
which  they  were  flying !  There  were  also  several  dogs  that,  for  tha 
same  reason,  had  experienced  the  same  fate.  O  man,  man,'  e.xclaims 
the  Knightof  Vladimir,  *  of  what  cruelties  is  not  thy  nature,  civilised  or 
tmcivillsed,  capable }'— Lisiansky,  p.  l62. 

Notwithstanding  this  pathetic  apostrophe,  the  Russians  immedi- 
ately formed  a  second  establishment  on  one  of  the  great  islands  of 
Norfolk  Sound,  called  by  Vancoavec  Kmg  George's  archipelago* 
To  this  settlement  they  gave  the  name  of  New  Archangel,  whidL 
Lisiansky  says  is  more  advantageously  situated  than  the  former  one,> 
and  more  likely  to  be  secure  and  to  prosper.  There  is  abundance 
of  fine  timber  and  fresh  water  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  trees 
^repine,  larch,  alder,  cedar,  and  the  Siberian  crab.  The  island 
produces  a  plentiful  supply  of  berries  of  different  kinds,  straw- 
berries,  blackberries,  raspberries,  and  black  currants.  The  rivers 
are  full  of  excellent  fish,  aiul  the  sea  abounds  with  the  various  ani* 
jgials  whose  skins  are  in  request  at  the  China  market*  Hie  climate. 
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is  well  adapted  for  tbe  cultivadon  of  all  sorts  of  European  ^rahi, 
fruit  aad  other  vegetables;  and  the  population  of  the  aborigines  is 
under  two  thousand;  all  which  he  considers,  and  very  properly,  as 
favourable  circumstances  for  the  growth  aiKl  stability  of  the  new 
colony.  Whether  the  hostility  of  the  natives,  or  the  impolitic  con- 
duct and  bad  management  of  the  fur  company  and  its  servants,  will 
operate  more  strongly  in  driving  the  Russians  from  the  shores  of 
the  American  continent  a  little  time  will  discover, 
.  The  Russian  settlements  on  this  coast  are  peopled  by  two  de- 
scriptions  of  persons,  exclusive  of  the  natives ;  the  first  are  those 
employed  in  uie  collection  and  preservation  of  the  peltry,  with  the 
necessary  tradesmen  and  artificers,  who  are  chiefly  Russians,  or 
other  Europeansy  who  have  contrived  to  find  their  way  to  Sibe- 
ria: these  are  known  by  the  name  of  Promuschleniks.  The 
second  are  such  as  are  actually  employed  as  hunters,  rowers  of 
boats,  and  labourers,  who  are  generally  ^e  iuhabitants  of  the  Aleu^ 
tian  islands.  Now  it  appears  tliat  this  new  settleqient  in  Norfolk 
Sound  is  entirely  dependent  for  its  food  on  Kodiak,  as  Kodiak  is  on 
Kamschatka,  where  salted  beef  and  hard  biscuits  are  accounted  luxr 
uries.  The  pittance  of  food  dealt  out  to  these  Promuschleniks  was, 
as  we  are  told  by  Doctor  Langsdorfl^,  two  or  three  dried  fish  per 
day;  '  or  sometimes,  by  way  of  change,  they  were  indulged  with 
the  rancid  fat  of  a  whale,  which  had  been  cast  on  shore,  and  was, 
perhaps,  already  half  putrid.'  They  had  no  roof  to  shelter  them 
from  the  extreme  cold  of  the  climate,  and  were  very  scantily  supr 
plied  with  clothing,  which  hunger  often  obliged  them  to  part  with* 
The  Aleutians,  when  successful  in  taking  more  seals  and  sea-lions 
than  they  could  consume  thumselves,  bartered  the  superfluity  wUh 
the  Promuschleniks  for  clothes, '  while  the  latter,'  says  the  Doctor, 
'  tormented  with  hunger,  were  ready  to  give  the  last  shirt,  or  gar- 
ment of  any  kind,  for  fresh  food ;  the  consequence  was,  that  at  last 
many  of  them  went  about  with  no  other  clothing  thati  a  stinkii^ 
dirty  sheep-skin,  full  of  vermin.' 

We  sincerely  hope,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that  the  Doctor's 
description  of  the  miserable  condition  of  these  needy  and  diseased 
beings,  and  of  the  unfeeling  conduct  of  the  Company's  managers 
•towards  the  inoffensive  Aleutians,  is  greatly  overcharged.  We 
cannot  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  those  in  power  are  so  indif- 
ferent to  the  lives  of  the  poor  islanders  as  to  suffer  the  PronnMch'^ 
leniks  to  put  them  to  death  with  as  little  ceremony  as  diey  vi^ald 
a  sea-dog,  though  we  have  the  Doctor's  assurance  of  his  having 
been  an  eye  witness  of  the  fact,  [t  is  even  difficult  to  believe  that 
such  as  were  vti  debt  to  die  Compmiy,  however  exhausted  or  worn 
^own  by  sickness,  were  unfeelingly  driven  to  their  work  with  blows; 
that  wfajle  in  a  state  of  the  most  abject  wretchedness,  *  the  direc* 
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tors  and  under^observers^  the  clerks  and  their  friends,  the  ojScers 
and  their  hangers-on,  of  their  own  authority  sent  the  Aieiitiafis 
out  to  hunt  or  fish,  and  fed  sumptuously  upon  wiJd  •  ducks  ainl 
geese,  fresh  fish  and  fresh  pasties,  good  brea^,.  biscuit,  sugar,  rice, 
molasses,  brandy,  in  shoit,  .upon  whatever  was  affordod,  either  by 
nature  or  the  storehouses/  f^w       ^  ,  i  * 

*  In  the  month  of  February,  out  of  a  hundred  a»d  fifty  of  the  yodngsst 
and  most  healthy  men  that  had  been  selected  fraw  the  different  settle- 
ments and  brought  hither, eight  were  aheadydead,  and  more  thanllxty 
were  laid  up  in  the  barracks  with  their.strength  wholly  exhausted,  and 
full  of  scorbutic  sores;  the  chambers  in  which  they  lay  had  neither 
stove  nor  chimney,  and  the  windows  were  shut  close  and  nailed  4qW* 
The  rooms  were  only  warmed  by  the  pestilential  breath  of  such  num- 
bers huddled  together;  and,  to  crown  all,  not  the  remotest  idea  of 
cleanliness  prevailed  among  them.  The  scurvy  commonly  shewed  itself 
first  by  debility,  listlessness and  melancholy;  inflammatory  spots,  some- 
times larger  sometimes  smaller,  then  appeared  on  the  legs  from  the 
knees  to  the  toes,  which  in  a  short  time  turned  to  sores.  Those  whb 
were  thus  afflicted  were  not  required  to  work,  but  were  set  to  mount 
guard  day  and  night  in  the  cold  and  wet;  this  was  alleged  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  public  security  ;  for  the  care  of  their  native  country  these 
poor  wretches  were  doomed  to  die  in  misery/— Law^^rfor^,  p.  9^. 

In  rain  did  the  Doctor  represent  the  necessity  of  a  dry,  warm, 
airy,  and  clean  apartment  for  the  reception  of  the  sick — all  that 
be  could  obtain  was  a  low,  damp,  cold  hut,  almost  entirely  open 
to  the  outward  air,  to  which  those  considered  in  the  greatest  danger 
•were  removed ;  and  this  removal  was  hdd  as  the  infallible  iiidin 
cation  of  the  patient  being  near  his  end :  ^  it  was  something  of 
the  same  feeling,'  says  the  Doctor,  ^  as  if  a  sick  person  while  yet 
Kving  should  be  carried  into  the  church-yard/  Better  food  was 
as  little  to  Jbe  obtained  for  the  sufferers  as  better  lodgings.  When 
indeed  the  Doctor  represented  that  sugar,  rice,  molasses,  and  other 
wholesome  kinds  of  nourishment  were  of  more  importance  to  peiv 
sons  in  their  situation  than  medicine,  the  overseers  only  laughed  at 
him,  observing,  '  that  he  must  be  a  pretty  doctor  who  would  cure 
Ihs  patients  with  good  eating  and  drkiking,  instead  of  medtoine/ 

Captain  lisiansky  gives  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  that  the 
Doctor  has  adduced  respecting  the  unfeeling  and  cruel  conduct  of 
the  overseers ;  he  denies  that  these  overseers  are  ^  Siberian  male- 
factora  or  adventurers.'  He  asserts,  on  the  contrary^  that  *  they 
are  chosen  by  the  governor,  and  are  selected  for  the  office  in  con- 
lequence  of  their  long'  services  apd  orderly  conduct;'  and  be  adds, 
in  a  note, 

•  *  That  mistakes  of  this  nature  shauld  be  made  by  Mr.  LangsdorfiT,  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  wfato  we  find  him  thus  speaking  of  himself, — 
i^  To  examine  a  country  accumtely,  three  things  are  requisite,  not  one 
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of  ivhich  I  at  this  time  enjoyed;  leisure,  serenity  of  mind,  and  conve- 
nience.*'   To  this  might  be  added,  that  he  was  but  a  short  time  in  the 
,  country  of  which  he  speaks,  and  was  ignorant  of  the  language  both  of 
the  natives  and  of  the  Russian^.' — Lisiansky^  p.  215. 

The  Doctor,  indeed,  is  not  very  consistent  ifn  kb  account  of 
the  wretched  condition  of  the  Russian  settlements  and  the  bad  con- 
duct of  the  managers  and  overseers  of  the  North  West  Company. 
.The  breeding  of  cattle,  he  tells  us,  has,  under  the  care  of  M.  Von 
Baranoff,  succeeded  extremely  well;  but  that,  hitherto,  the  Russians 
only,  and  not  the  Aleutians,  have  received  any  advantage  from  it. 
Potatoes  too  have  been  planted,  and  make  large  returns;  what  then 
should  hinder  the  Aleutians  from  cultivating  this  invaluable  root; 
which  is  vvell  known  to  be  a  powerful  antidote  to  scurvy?  Some  of 
the  Promuschleniks  too,  he  admits,  have  already  applied  them- 
selves to  agriculture";  but  thfen  they  have  a  wretched  plough;  and 
what  is  still  more  wretched,  instead  of  oxen,  the  miserable  Aleu- 
tians are  compelled  to  draw  it.  This  is  scarcely  to  be  reconciled 
with  what  he  tells  us  in  the  next  sentence,  that  hardly  a  native  Aleu- 
tian is  to  be  seen,  excepting  superannuated  old  men  with  women 
and  children.  Again,  we  are  told  that  at  Kodiak,  the  Russio- 
American  Company  has  instituted  a  school  for  instructing  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Aleutians  in  religion,  in  reading,  writing,  accounts, 
mathematics,  and  other  useful  branches  of  knowledge — ^but,  says 
the  Doctor,  '  M.  Von  Resanoff,  in  establishing  the  school,  forgot 
to  mdke  any  proper  provision  for  feeding  the  scholars.'  The  Doc- 
tor tnust  certainly  have  forgotten  what  he  had  already  stated  at  p. 
78,  that,  for  the  improvement  of  the  settlement,  the  Chamberkun 
Von  Resanoff  had  established  a  school  for  the  children  of  all  the  in* 
habitants,  Russians  as  well  as  Aleutians;  that,  in  a  sh<M*t  time,  moat 
of  the  young  people  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age  were  m- 
structed  in  reading,  writing,  accounts,  &c.;  that  the  number  before 
his  departure  amounted  to  between  sixty  and  seventy,  who  were  all 
clothed,  fed,  and  instructed  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  Company; 
nay,  more,  that  he  prevailed  on  Madame  Bander,  the  overseer's 
lady,  to  instruct  a  certain  number  of  girls  of  the  age  of  fourteen 
or  nfteen  in  domestic  employments,  in  gardening  for  the  table, 
and  in  cooking;  that  several  promising  girk  were  accordii^y 
placed  under  her -care,  at  the  expense  of  the  Company;  all  dressed 
alike  after  the  European  fashion.  The  disappointments  the  Doctor 
tnet  with  ought  not  to  have  prevailed  on  him  to  speak  disrespect? 
fully  and  indeed  unjustly  of  his  employer,  who,  though  a  weak,  was 
evidently  a  well  meaning  man. — But  die  Doctor  is  unfriendly  to  the 
system  of  universal  education,  for  he  asks,  with  somewhat  of  naiVet6^ 
'  Why  must  the  Aleutians  be  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  other 
acqnisitioos  of  the  like  kind?'  and  he  answers  the  question  himself^ 
by  way  of  letting  us  know  his  opinion  why  they  should  not. 
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*  Kodiiik  is  at  present  extremely  depopulated ;  instead  of  the  little 
remnant  of  youth  being  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  and 
in  rowing,  of  their  being  taught  to  fish,  to  catch  sea-dogs,  and  to  become 
laborious  an(J  useful  citizens,  they  are  all  taught  to  read,  to  write,  and 
cast  accounts;  they  are  taught  mathematics,  geography,  and  the  French 
language.  They  are,  in  short,  educated  and  taught  accomplishments 
after  the  European  fashion,  and,  in  a  few  years,  there  will  not  be  a 
-young  Aleutian  remaining  who  will  go  barefooted,  winter  and  summer, 
defying  the  cold,  to  catch  fish,  or  in  pursuit  of  whales,  sea-dogs,  sea-lions 
and  sea-otters.  What  will  the  Company  then  do  with  their  learned 
JVleutian8,'or  where  will  they  find  people  to  go  upon  these  employments, 
so  necessary  for  the  general  support  of  the  community  ^  These  peryerted 
ideas  had  already  taken  deep  root,  while  the  principal  direction  at  St. 
Petersburg  was  still  ignorant  tha,t  the  germs  had  begun  to  appear/ — 
Langsdorf,  p.  230. 

We  are  much  mistaken,  if  those  '  perverted  idesw/  of  which  the 
•enlightened  and  humane  ^  Counsellor'  speaks,  did  not  originate  in 
St.  Petersburgh;  and  we  cannot  but  rejoice  most  heartily  at  the 
prospect  of  tlie  young  Aleutian's  instruction  being  the  means  of 
fpreventing  his  going  '  barefooted'  in  pursuit  of  those  amphibious 
,monsters,  an  employment  which  we  cannot  agree  with  the  Doctor 
4n  considering  as  '  so  necessary  for  the  general  support  of  the  com- 
munity.* 

What  the  present  advants^s  are  to  the  untaught  Aleutians  of 
drawing  the  bow,  rowing  the  boats,  catching  sea-dogs,  and  going 
•'  barefooted,'  Doctor  LangsdorfF  shall  himself  inform  us.  He 
•i^tates,  that  on  their  return  to  Norfolk  Sound  from  the  Spani^ 
(Settlement  of  San  Francisco,  whither  they  had  gone  in  search  of 
provisions  for  their  famished  establishments,  they  found  that  ten 
.men  bad  died  in  a  most  wretched  state  widi  the  scurvy ;  that  the 
.Russians  and  Aleutians  at  Jakatak  or  Bebring's  bay,  had  been 
fallen  upon  by  the  Kaluschians  and  all  massacred,  and  that  the 
•settlement  had  been  abandoned;  that  of  a  large  party  for  catching 
fiea-otters,  consisting  of  an  hundred  and  forty  baidarkas  (canoes) 
which  had  been  sent  from  Sitcha  to  Kodiak  in  November,  l605, 
,110  tidings  whatever  had  been  heard;  and  that  there  was  every  rea- 
aoD  to  believe  that  they  had  all  been  sacrificed  to  the  hatred  and 
vengeance  of  the  Kaluschians.  Nay,  as  an  instance  of  the  advan- 
tages of  their  present  employment,  he  goes  back  to  the  time  of 
Vancouver,  and  informs  us  that,  of  the  flotilla  met  by  that  naviga- 
tor, consisting  of  seven  hundred  baidarkas  and  fourteen  hundred 
•Aleutians,  sent  from  Chatliam  Strait  as  far  to  the  northward  as  the 
fifty^seventh  degree  of  latitude  to  catch  sea-otters,  ^  for  the  general 
support  of  the  community,'  the  greater  part  were  either  lost  in  the 
storms  or  starved  to  death  with  the  cold ;  '  only  thirty  baidarka&i 
and  sixty  men  were  saved  ^'  and  he  winds  up  the^  catalogue  of  the 

u  4  advan-* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S05  Russian  Foyages  round  the  World.  JI^L¥,, 

advantages  attending  his  plan  of  education  for  the  Aleutians  vitAk 
an  admission  singular  enough  for  one  who  laments  tliat  the  rage  fair 
reading  and  Avrittng  will  not  leave,  in  a  few  years,  ajroung  Aleu- 
tian *  to  go  barefooted,  winter  and  summer,  to  catch  fish,  or  in  pur- 
suit of  whales,  sea-dogs,  sea-lions;  and  sea-otters.' 

*  This  practice  of  sending  the  Aleutians  in  parties  to  catch  sea-otters 
has  ci3St  great  numbers  their  lives,  and  is  a  principal  cause  of  the  depo- 
pulatiop  of  the  Aleutian  islands.  Even  if  tbe  parties  are  successful, 
and  the  poor  crieatur^  at  length  return,  the  excessive  fatigue  they  have 
undergone  by  continual  ro^ving,  and  other  exertion,  commonly  ends  in 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  from  the  effects  of  which  they  die  sooner  or 
later.* — L(mgs4orf,  p.  222. 

Whatever  the  Doctor  may  think,  we  have  little  doubt,  for  our 
own  parts,  that  the  inaprovement  of  the  mind  will  rapidly  be  fol- 
lowed by  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Aleutians  in  the 
^ttlement  of  Kodiak,  by  directing  their  attention  to  agriculture 
and  the  useful  arts.  The  climate  is  not  unfavourable  to  cultivation^ 
though  in  the  present  state  of  the  island,  it  is  not  a  very  agreeable 
(Hie.  The  air,  according  to  Lisiansky,  is  seldom  clear,  and  even  in 
summer  there  are  few  days  that  can  be  called  warm ;  and  the  winters, 
))e  sffysj  very  nmch  resemble  a  bad  autumn  in  Russi£(,  ^  The  win* 
ters,'  says  Doctor  Langsdor£F,  *  are  frequently  so  mild  in  the  l6w 
parts  of  Kodiak  that  the  snow  does  not  lie  on  the  ground  for  ^^ 
length  of  tin)e,  nor  is  any  thing  like  severe  cold  felt.' 

The  soil  is  not  unfertile;  grass  grows  in  the  low  parts  abundantly 
and  fit  for  the  feeding  of  cattle.  The  Company  had  about  forty  or 
fifty  head  of  honied  cattle,  many  hogs,  and  some  goats,  and  Captain 
lisiansky  added  to  the  stock  a  Russian  ram  and  an  English  ewe, 
the  latter  pf  which  h§id  produced  a  lamb  before  he  left  the  island. 
Some  few  cabbages,  turnips,  potatoes,  and  other  culinary  v^^ 
tables,  were  under  cultivation,  and  barley  promised  to  do  welL 
Langsdorff  says  '  the  few  experiments  that  have  been  made  for 
cultivating  com  have  not  succeeded;'  the  plants  ran  up  very 
high  in  the  straw,  had  short  ears,  and  yielded  little  grain,  \vhich 
he  ascribes  to  the  soil  being  too  fat.  The  reading  and  waiting 
4>f  the  Aleutians  will  soon  teach  them  how  to  correct  this 
exuberance.  The  natural  productions  of  the  vegetable  world  are 
the  poplar,  th^  alder,  thp  birch,  the  pinejSr,  and  the  larch.  Exr 
cellent  roots  and  berries  of  various  kinds  grow  in  great  plenty. 
The  sea  abpunds  with  good  fish,  of  which  halibut,  cod,  herrings, 
and  several  kinds  of  flat  fish  are  the  principal.  Salmon  is  so  abun-- 
dant  that  the  rivers  are  sometimes  almost  choked  up  with  them. 
Captain  Lisiansky  says  the  bears,  who  are  very  dexterous  in  takmg 
them  out  with  their  paws,  bite  off  the  head,  which  they  eat  as  being 
fhe  most  delicate  part,  and  throw  the  foody  on  shore.  Ducks,  geese^ 
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and  swans,  plovers,  partridges,  and  various  other  fowls,  are  equally 
abundant.  In  such  a  climate  and  soil  abounding  with  such  variety 
of  natural  productions;  we  might  ask,  in  our  turn,  why  do  the  sim- 
ple Aleutians  continue  to  go  '  barefooted,'  and  destroy  themselve* 
in  '  catching  sea-otters  for  the  general  support  of  the  community*?^ 
If  M.  Von  Resanoff's  school  is  properly  conducted,  the  young 
Aleutians  will  soon  be  able  to  answer  dais  question.  They  will 
speedily  learn  to  employ  their  time  and  their  faculties  to  a.better 
purpose  than  that  of  catching  sea-otters  to  enable  a  few  Russian 
merchants  to  carry  on  a  commerce  with  the  Chinese  at  Kiakta. 

We  have  great  doubts  of  the  policy  of  the  Russian  government 
in  encouraging  these  distant  and  wide-spreading  settlements,  be- 
tween which  the  communicatioi^  is  generally  dangerous  and  at'^ali 
times  uncertain;  and  not  one  of  which  has  yet  been  able  to  afford 
its  own  subsistence,  but  must  depend  for  the  greater  part  of  its 
food  and  clothing,  and  every  necessary  of  life,  on  St.  Petersburghy^ 
Tobolsk,  or  Irkutsk.  In  their  present  wretched  state,  they  are  the 
means  of  destroying  annually  hundreds  of  Russian  subjects  as  well 
as  natives,  while  they  contribute  not  aS  many  roubles  to  the  impe^ 
rial  treasury.  To  men  of  plain  understandings  the  wiser  policy^ 
would  appear  to  be  that  of  vnthdrawing  these  distant  settlements^ 
and  consolidating  an  empire  which  already  extends,  over  one-tenth 
part  of  the  habitable  globe ;  to  employ  its  criminals,  if  necessary, 
in  opening  a  ready  communication  between  the  distant  provinces 
by  roads  and  canals ;  by  encouraging  navigation  in  the  Baltic,  the 
Euxine,  and  the  Caspian;  and  above  all,  by  giving  freedom  to  the 
enslaved  peasantry,  promoting  agriculture,  and  cultivating  the  arts 
.  and  sciences.  The  most  certain  way  of  effecting  improvements  of 
%his  kind  is  by  condensing  the  present  straggling  population  into 
cities,  towns,  and  villages.  What  has  Russia  to  do  with  Amqica? 
Is  it  not  enough  that  she  should  possess  more  than  her  share  of 
two  quarters  of  the  globe,  but  she  must  also  transfer  a  part  of  her 
scanty  population  to  a  third,  while  the  greater  portion  of  her  pos- 
sessions remains  a  wild  uninhabited  waste?  But  this  is  abroad  ques- 
tion, and  we  must  leave  the  subject.  * 

We  derive  so  little  pleasure  from  a  recital  of  the  manners,  cus- 
toms, and  superstitions  of  savages,  from  their  tattooed  skins,  painted 
faces,  split  lips  and  bored  noses,  that  we  willingly  pass  over  such 
details,  which,  however,  have  occupied  a  good  deal  of  the  attention 
of  our  two  travellers,  in  some  of  which  they  agree,  in  others  differ. 
The  Knight  of  St.  Anne  having  no  brandy  to  give  to  the  natives  of 
Sitcha,  finds  them  a  very  sober  people,  disliking  spirituous  liquors; 
the  Knight  of  St.  Vladimir  distributes  a  quantity  of  brandy  among  a 
party,  with  which  they  become  intoxicated ;  and  he  sets  them  down 
•  ft»  a  jparce}  of  drunkards.    They  both  admits  and  with  reascNa^  drat 
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they  are  an  active,  iatelligetit,  and  courageous  race  of  men ;  their 
size^  shape,  and  physical  powers  far  exceeding  those  either  to  the 
jaorthward  or  southward  of  Norfolk  Sound.  They  s^ree  too  in 
representing  them  to  be,  what  most  savages  are,  cunning,  treacher- 
ous and  cruel*  It  would  be  idle  to  repeat  the  ridiculous  fables 
of  their  origin  which  Lisiansky  relates,  from  no  authority ;  and 
equally  idle  to  join  with  him  in  wondering  at  the  disobedience  of 
a  youth  in  eating  a  ^prickly  cucumber,'  which,  it  seems,  was  the 

/  forbidden  fruit'  of  the  Sitchan  paradise,  and  the  cause  of  ^  all  their 
woe/     But  we  do  wonder  that  Dr.  LangsdorfF  should  be  wholly 

<  silent  on  that  interesting  subject  which  has  engaged  the  attenticm 

.  ot  so  many  learned  and  ingenious  men-^— the  peopling  of  the  New 

•  World,  as  it  is  sometimes  called. 

«  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  notice  the  resemblance  which  prevails 
in  the  features  of  the  natives  of  the  Aleutian  islands  to  the  North 
American  Indians  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Kamschatkadales  on  the 
other.  This  close  resemblance,  with  the  approximation  of  the 
two  continents,  and  the  facility  of  passage  from  the  one  to  the 

.other,  by  means  of  the  numerous  islands  and  of  the  ice,  have  solved 
in  a  manner  sufficiently  satisfactory  the  problem  of  the  peopling  of 
the  American  continent,  supposing  it  to  be,  what  is  however  a  gra- 
tuitous supposition,  a  more  recent  creation  than  the  rest  of  the 
globe,  llie  transition,  in  this  new  world,  from  the  rude  visage  of 
the  Esquimaux  and  New  Greenlander  to  the  more  intelligent  and 
softened  features  of  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian,  is  as  distinctly  ta 
be  traced  through  all  its  stages  as,  on  the  Asiatic  continent,  the 
blending  of  the  Kalmuc  into  the  Mongul,  the  M ongul  into  the 
Mantchou  Tartar,  and  the  M antchou  into  the  effeminate  Chinese ; 
and  the  Chinese  and  the  Peruvian  are  not  very  different.  Few  per- 
sons have  had  so  good  an  opportunity  of  making  comparisons,  and 
collecting  information  on  this  subject  at  the  fountain  head>  as 
Doctor  Langsdorff.  He  visited  the  shores  of  Kamschatka,  several 
of  the  Aleutian  islands,  proceeded  from  the  58th  degree  on  the 

.  coast  of  America  down  to  the  38th ;  he  then  returned  to  the  coast 
of  Asia^  traversed  the  northern  regions  of  that  vast  contitient  from 

'  Ochotsk  to  St.  Petersburgh,  passing  through  and  having  commu- 
nication with  the  numerous  hordes  tiiat  inhabit  the  extensive  plains 
of  Siberia — ^yet  it  does  not  seem  ever  to  h^ve  occurred  to  him, 
that,  at  any  period  of  time,  there  had  been  the  least  connexion  *Ke- 
tween  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  continents.  To  make  ametMfe, 
however,  for  this  neglect,  a  whole  chapter  is  dedicated  to  the'  Ktnn- 
schatkadale  dogs,  in  which  all  the  circumstances  of  their  birtft-,  pa- 
rentage, and  education  are  minutely  detailed.  We  are  told  that  by 
constant  docking  of  their  tails,  it  sometimes  happens  thatthey  come 
into  the  world  without  any  tail  at  all;  of  which  fact  the  Doctor  wtis 
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himself^  in  one  instance,  an  eye-witness :  but,  in  order  to  correct  a 
notion  which  he  seems  to  entertain  of  nature  being  thus  disturbed 
in  her  usual  course  by  a  continued  repetition  of  docking  tails,  and 
which,  he  maintains,  is  further  con'oborated  by  EngUsh  horses  be- 
ing frequently  bom  without  this  appendage,  his  translator  adds,  in 
a  note,  that  a  kitten  brought  into  the  world  without  a  tail  fell  under 
his  observation ;  and  he  gravely  remarks  that,  *  though  the  Eng- 
lish dock  their  horses,  they  do  not  dock  their  cats.' 

Three  more  chapters  are  occupied  with  an  account  of  Kam- 
.^schatka  aiVd  the  occurrences  in  that  neighbourhood,  affording,  how- 
ever, little  or  nothing  that  can  be  considered  as  new  matter,  or  in 
which  our  readers  would  feel  much  interest.  From  Kamschatka  the 
Doctor  proceeds  by  sea  to  Ochotsk,  another  miserable  settlement 
of  the  Russians,  where  they  build  ships  of  larch,  each  of  which  is 
said  to  cost  about  three  times  the  sum  that  abetter  vessel  of  the  same 
.burden  would  do  at  Cronstadt  or  Archangel.  The  climate  is  ex-* 
ecrable — frost  and  snow  for  nine  months,  and  fog  during  the  other 
three.  The  inhabitants  subsist  chiefly  on  fish,  and  are  eaten  up 
with  the  scurvy;  they  are  stated  by  the  Doctor  at  two  thousand 
souls,  and  are  thus  described. 

*  The  moment  we  land  our  ears  are  assailed  with  a  rattling  of  irons 
irom  the  numerous  criminals  and  exiles  who  are  employed  at  work  in 
various  ways,  under  the  guard  of  the  soldiery.  The  horrible  physi- 
ognomy of  these  people,  on  which  their  title  of  criminals  is  most  forcibly 
impressed,  though  not  agreeable,  yet  cannot  fail  of  attracting  the  atten- 
tion.. They  are  a  collection  of  wretches  who  have,  perhaps,  more  than 
once,  deserved  the  wheel;  murderers,  incendiaries,  street  and  highway 
i*obbers,  some  branded,  others  with  their  noses  slit,  marks  of  thedeecis 
of  horror  which  have  brought  them  to  such  a  state/ — Langsdorffy  ^. 
332. 

From  Octiotsk  to  Jakutsk,  a  journey  of  near  a  thousand  versts, 
the  Doctor  affords  us  little  more  entertainment  than  he  himself  ex- 
perienced from  bogs  and  morasses,  rapid  mountain  streams,  rivers 
without  ferries,  thick  and  impenetrable  forests,  and  straggling  ho- 
vels at  several  days  journey  asunder,  vallies  covered  with  ice  and 
snow  in  the  middle  of  summer,  runaway  criminals,  bears,*  Cossacks 
and  muskitoes.  The  forests  consist  chiefly  of  firs,  among  which 
the  larch  is  conspicuous,  sycamores,  alders,  ash,  hazle,  willow,  and 
birch.  To  the  Jakutschiau  the  bark  of  the  birch-tree  is  of  as  much 
importance  as  the  bamboo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  in  the 
Jindian  ocean.  It  serves  for  their  drinking-cups,  milk-pails,  and 
water-vessels;  it  is  the  covering  of  their  tents  and  their  boats;  it 
forms  the  partitions  of  their  huts,  and  the  curtains  and  coverings  of 
their  beds,  and  carpets  for  the  floor :  the  furniture  made  of  this 
b$u'k  is  variously  ornamented^  and  sometimes  curiously  embroidered 
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^yith  horse-hair  by  the  women.  By  undergoing  a  certain  prepara- 
tion, which  the  Doctor  did  not  ascertain,  birch^l^ark  utensils  and 
furniture  are  said  to  last  for  sixty  or  seventy  years. 

Jakutsk  is  one  of  the  principal  towns  of  Siberia,  situated  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  magnificent  Lena,  in  latitude  62^  N.  consequently 
in  a  very  low  degree  of  temperature — the  Doctor  says  the  cold  in 
winter  is  from  30  to  40  degrees  of  Keaumur;  that  die  ground  is 
never  thawed  beyond  two  feet  from  the  surface ;  that  in  the  midst 
of  summer  meat  freezes  in  the  cellars,  and  the  wells  are  covered 
with  ice.  The  plants  are  mostly  Alpine,  but  the  vegetation  of  thb 
grasses  is  most  rapid  and  strong.  The  town,  consisting  of  five  or 
six  hundred  houses  built  of  wood,  is  inhabited  by  Jakutschians  and 
Russians,  who  subsist  chiefly  by  breeding  cattle  and  collecting 
peltry.  It  has  five  churches  and  a  convent  of  monks,  whose  lofty 
towers  and  cupolas  are  cheering  objects  to  the  traveller  who  has 
encountered  the  swamps  and  morasses,  the  forests  and  thickets,  the 
naked  plains  and  the  glaciers  of  a  Siberian  desert  for  many  a  weary 
day. 

From  Jakutsk  to  Irkutsk  is  about  two  thousand  five  hundred 
versts,  the  whole  of  which  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  Lena^ 
excepting  the  last  two  hundred  and  seventy  versts:  at  every 
twenty-five,  thirty,  or  forty  versts  are  regular  post  statiois,  at  whieh 
arc  boats  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers,  drawn  by 
horses  when  proceeding  against  the  stream.  Villages  frequently 
occur  along  the  banks  of  this  river.  At  Kutschuk  the  road 
branches  off  from  the  Lena,  and  is  passable  by  carriages  to  Ir- 
kutsk, which  the  Doctor  calls  the  capital  of  Siberia,  (we  thought 
^Tobolsk  claimed  this  distinction,)  the  distance  two  hundred  versts 
nearly.  This  city  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  rapid  an4 
transparent  Angara,  which  falls  into  the  Lena;  itc^intains  thirty 
churches  and  two  convents,  and  has  a  population  of  thirty  thousand 
souls  ;  the  streets  broad  and  regular,  but  unpaved  ;  the  buildings 
generally  of  wood,  excepting  the  churches  and  some  of  the  public 
edifices,  which  are  of  stone.  Of  these  the  Gymnasium  deserveai 
to  be  distinguished.  It  contains  a  library  of  many  thousand  vo* 
lumes,  and  a  collection  of  minerals  and  shells.  The  custoni-hous^ 
is  a  spacious  building ;  so  is  the  workhouse  or  house  of  correction, 
and  the  infirmary  or  hospital.  There  are  also  several  public  stores, 
and  a  small  theatre.  The  country  around  .produces  abundance  of 
excellent  corn ;  and  a  very  active  trade  is  carried  on,  especially  ip 
furs  for  the  China  market,  this  place  being  the  general  depot  for 
the  merchandize  brought  from  and  sent  to  China  through  Ki^chta, 
as  well  as  those  articles  that  pass  to  and  from  the  Russian  settle-? 
ments  of  Kamschatka  and  the  north-west  coast  of  America.  It  was 
here  that  the  Empress  Catherine^  with  a  view  of  facilitating  a:  com*- 
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inercial  intercourse  with  Japan,  established  a  professorship  for  the 
Japanese  lai^age,  and  procured  a  native  of  that  country  to  teach 
it ;  we  believe  one  is  still  residents 

From  hence  to  Petersburgh  the  Doctor  dispatches  the  \vhoIe 
journey  in  a  couple  of  pages*  Indeed  nothing  can  be  more  unsa- 
tisfactory than  the  whole  account  of  his  route  from  Ochotsk :  from 
»  naturalist  we  certainly  expected  some  new  and  curious  matter  in 
this  department  of  science,  while  traversing  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  circumference  of  th^  globe  in  the  mean  parallels  along  which 
the  journey  lay*  We  suspect,  however,  from  the  loose  manner 
Hi  which  objects  are  described,  or  rather  mentioned,  that  the 
Doctor's  acquirements  in  natural  history  are  but  superficial.  We 
are  told,  for  instance,  of  a  cryptogamous  plant  (a  moss)  being  in 
full  bloom,  and  of  '  wood  petrified  into  a  sort  of  chalcedony/ 
We  arc  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  arising  from  the  inconvenient 
mode  of  travelling  post,  and  moving  along  by  night  as  well  as  day, 
and  are  willing  to  make  all  reasonable  allowances  on  that  score, 
but  surely  when  we  find  set  down  among  the  contents  of  a  chapter, 
as  one  of  the  heads  of  that  chapter, '  his  visit  to  Kiachta,'  the  great 
and  only  mart  established  by  treaty  between  the  Russians  and 
Chinese,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  something  more  than  the 
following  meagre  sentence,  which  contains  however  every  syllable 
jhe  chuses  to  give  us  respecting  that  interesting  place,  and  his  visit 
to  it.  '  I  set  ofi^  on  the  28th  August,  1 807,  to  visit  the  Russio- 
Chinese  frontier  town  of  Eiachta,  whence  I  returned  to  Irkutsk  on 
"the  12th  September/ 

In  returning  to  Captain  Lisiansky,  we  have  merely  to  observe, 
that  in  his  passage  from  Sitcha  Sound  to  Canton  the  Neva  struck 
on  a  coral  bank,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  wrecked.  It 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  small  low  island,  not  laid  down  in 
any  chart,  whose  latitude  was  found«to  be  26°  2'  48^'  N.  and  longi- 
tude 17S°  42'  SO".  It  was  vfery  little  elevated  above  the  levd 
of  the  sea,  and  covered  with ,  creeping  plants.  The  substratum 
was  entirely  of  coral  rock,  and  from  Lisiansky's  brief  description, 
we  conclude  it  had  but  recently  assumed  the  character  of  an  island, 
into  which  it  had  grown  by  die  adventitious  accumulation  of  wreck 
caught  and  detained  by  some  of  the  coral  points  approaching  the 
surface.  Not  a  tree,  nor  a  shrub,  nor  a  drop  of  water  was  found 
by  those  who  traversed  tins  new  island,  but  large  trunks  of  trees, 
some  measuring  twenty  feet  or  more  in  circumference  were  thrown 
up  by  ^he  sea  on  the  beach,  resembling,  as  Captain  Lisiansky 
thought,  the  red-wood  tree  which  grows  on  the  banks  of  the 
Columbia,  on  the  west  coast  of  America. — ^The  beach  w^as 
covered  with  seals  of  an  enormous  size,  which  lay  gaping  with 
open  month,  but  made  no  attempt  to  escape;  and  innumerable 
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birds  of  different  kinds  were  all  equally  fearless  of  BiaQ;  in  fact, 
they  attacked  the  party  who  landed,  some  on  the  wing,  asd  others 
running  after  them  and  pecking  at  their  legs.  The  discovery  of  this 
coral  reef  and  the  low  island  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  appears 
to  be  the  only  information  of  importance,  in  a  nautical  point  of 
view,  which  is  contained  in  Captain  Lisiansky's  voyage. 

His  description  of  Canton  is  neither  curious  nor  correct :  it 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  short  and  casual  visit  to  the  only  tra* 
ding  ^rt  open  to  Europeans,  coald  afford  them  much  hisight  int<^ 
the  manners,  customs,  and  character  of  the  Chinese;  and  it  woidd 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  add  one  word  on  the '  passage  from  CanftOB 
to  Cronstadt,'  the  concluding  chapter  of  his  book. 


-Art.  III.     The  Works  of  Thomas  Grauy  with  the  Memoirs  of  his 

Life  and  Writings,,  by   William  Mason;  to  which  are  sub^ 

joined,  Extracts  Philological,  Poetical,  and  Critical,  from  tht 

Author's  Original  MSS.  selected  and  arrai^d  ly  Thomas 

James  Mathias.    £  vols,  royal  4to.    pp.  1^2. 

nnHAT  Mr.  Gray,  who  never  permitted  any  of  his  compositions 
•■■  to  appear  even  to  his  friends  before  Uiey  were  finished  with 
the  most  elaborate  exactness — ^who  did  not  even  trust  himself  with 
a  sketch  of  his  projected  works,  but  wrought  them  line  by  line  to 
the  highest  degree  of  perfection,  till  even  his  own  industry  was 
fatigued  with  the  task — that  a  critic  so  fastidious  should  have  com- 
mitted to  his  executors  a  vast  mass  of  indigested  memoranda  never 
intended  for  publication  by  himself,  vel  cremanda  vel  in  publicum 
emittenda,  more  especially  when  his  will  was  written  In  a  state  of 
perfect  recollection,  must  be-regarded  as  one  of  the  anomalies  of 
the  human  mind' for  which  it  is  vain  to  seek  any  solution  but  in  the 
general  inconsistency  of  our  nature. 

The  discretion,  however,  thus  permitted,  has  been  twice  exer- 
cised, once  by  Mr.  Mason,  at  the  distance  of  four  years  from  the 
author's  death,  and  a  second  time  by  Mr.  Mathias,  after  another 
interval  of  nearly  forty,  during  which  Mr.  Gray's  papers  had  passed 
by  will  from  Mr.  Mason  to  Mr.  Stonhewer,  and  from  him,  by  the 
same  title,  to  Pembroke-hall,  in  Cambridge,  his  own  and  Mr^ 
Gray^s  college. 

The  taste,  the  zeal,  the  congenial  spirit  of  Mr.  Mason  certainly 
produced,  though  with  some  faults,  arising  principally  from  want 
of  erudition,  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  classicd  volumes  in  the 
English  language.  Until  the  publication  of  that  work  Mr.  Gray 
was  looked  up  to  with  distant  admiration  as  a  poet :  we  were  there- 
introduced  to  him  in  private  life,  exhibiting  among  his  intimate 
friend$  the  mighty  powers  of  his  understanding,  and  the  inexhaus-^, 
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tible  stores  of  his  erudition,  playftil  and  at  ease,  yet  vrithout  any' 
abatement  of  fais  dignity.  This  is  the  first  impression  made  by  hif 
letters^  though  they  were  never  intended  for  publication: — tliough 
warm^  affectionate,  natural,  and  often  volatile,  there  are  about  them 
no  marks  of  haste  or  negligence.  Mr.  Gray  respected  himself  too 
much  to  be  seen  en  deshabille,  evep  by  his  most  intimate  friends, 
i'^  In  withholding  compositions  such  as  those  Mr.  Mason  would 
have  done  an  injury  to  the  literature  of  his  country,  as  well  as  to 
the  memory  of  his  frietid ;  for,  besides  that  they  were  essential  tO' 
his  plan,  that  of  making  Mr.  Graj^  his  own  biographer,  they  were- 
models  of  epistolary  composition:  they  did  equal  honour  to  the 
writer  and  to  the  man.  > 

Of  the  qualifications  which  pointed  out  Mr.  Mathias  as  the  edi- 
tor of  the  present  '  Extracts,  Philological,  Poetical,  and  Critical/ 
it  is  impossible  to  think  or  speak  otherwise  than  with  sincere  respect* 
His  spirit  is  congenial  with  that  of  his  author ;  his  admiration, 
though  he  professes  *  nunquam  vidisse  Virgilium,'  not  inferior  to- 
that  of  personal  friendship. 

The  want  of  personal  knowledge  was  also  abundantly  supplied 
by  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Norton  Nichols,  the  surviving  friend  of 
Gray,  an  elegant  and  accomplished  man,  of  whom,  immediately 
after  his  decease,  Mr.  Mathias  communicated  to  the  public  a  well 
written  and  affectionate  memoir.  These  endowments,  however^' 
(at  least  his  zeal  and  judgment,)  should,  in  our  conception,  have 
rather  led  him  either  to  decline  the  present  publication,  or,  if  he 
were  at  liberty,  to  conduct  it  on  a  different  plsHi.  Neither  can  w& 
pay  a  very  high  compliment  to  the  discretion  of  the  college  '  by 
whose  desire*  this  'publication  was  undertaken.'  Within  a  college 
library  Mr.  Gray's  collections  were  safe  from  the  rapacity  of  book- 
sellers ;  they  might  have  been  equally  safe,  if  their  guardians  had  so 
pleased,  from  the  impertinent  curiosity  of  transcribers;  but  they 
were  not  safe  from  injudicious  though  disinterested  friends.  Had' 
not  Mr.  Gray's  testamentary  disposition  *  estopped'  us,  we  should 
teally  have  said  that  such  a  publication  in  his  life-time  would  have| 
given  him  '  an  apoplexy.'  A  living  ^irtist  produces  two  or  three 
statues,  equal  to  the  6r^  productions  of  antiquity ;  ransacking  his 
unfinished  works,  a  surviving  friend  discovers  many  imperfect 
remains  of  the  same  master,  a  bust  perhaps,  a  limb,  a  torso, 
all  of  which  to  an  intelligent  eye  bespeak  the  genius  which  de- 
signed, and  the  hand  which  wrought  them.  These  he  judges,  and 
judges  rightly,  are  not  to  be  suppressed.  After  a  long  interval,  idle' 
curiosity  and  superstitious  veneration  take  place  of  manly  taste  and 
science,  the  dust  and  sweepings  of  his  yard  are  rummaged,  the 
chippings  and  chizzlings  are  carefully  selected,  and  by  the  help  of 
f  xtemal  evidence,  (for  internal  they  are  supposed  to  have  none,) 
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together  with  a  certain  portioo  of  skill  in  the  trade  of  arrangement 
and  disposition,  these  fragments  may  in  due  time  be  exhibited  a& 
Ibe  remains  of  Nolekens  and  Flaxman. 

But  we  have  other  inducements  for  regardii^  ii^  second 
Yolume  with  unfeigned  regret.  In  this  mass  of  abstracts  and  ex- 
tracts,  and  unfinished  memoranda,  we  behold  xthat  fatal  gulph  of 
pertinacious  industry  in  which  *"  the  fire  and  genius  of  Gray  were 
swaUowed  up.  Here  we  see  what  it  was  that  robbed  the  world 
of  a  finished  Agrippina — what  cut  short  the  *  principia  cogitandi,' 
nay,  perhaps  extinguished  in  its  first  conception  some  great  epic 
>^ork  which  would  have  placed  the  author  on  the  level  which  he  was^ 
entitled  to  ascend — that  of  Spenser  or  Tasso* 

This  unhappy  (may  we  be  pardoned  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Gray 
if  we  call  it  this  selfish  propensity  ?)  was  long  since  regretted  by 
Oibbon.  Our  regret^  however,  would  have  been  abated,  had  the 
powers  of  Gray,  when  diverted  into  channels  so  unworthy  of  them^^ 
made  any  original  discoveries,  physiological  or  critical ;  had  these 
remains,  in  short,  disclosed  any  results  which  ordinary  diligence  and 
the  application  *  of  common  understandings  might  not  have  pro- 
duced. On  the  contrary,  this  volume  exhibits  abundant  and  me- 
lancholy evidence,  that  when  Mr.  Gray  condescended  to  do  what 
any  other  scholar  might  have  done,  he  did  it  tittle  better.  Thus- 
employe?!,  his  greater  faculties  were  evidently  in  *  abeyance.* — 
Were  the  *  frailties  of  Gray  to  be  drawn  from  their  dread  abode* 
in  order  to  expose  such  passages  as  this,  with  which  two  hundred 
and  forty  pages  of  ^oramon-place  on  the  works  of  Plato  begin  ? 

*  Socrates. — All  which  Socrates  possessed  was  not  worth  three 
minse,  in  which  he  reckons  a  houstf  he  had  in  the  city*  Critobulus 
often  prtevailed  upon  hira  to  accompany  him  to  the  comedy.  Xan- 
tippe  his  wife,  the  most  ill-tempered  of  women,'  (we  have  heard  this 
whispered  before,) — *  he  made  use  of  her  to  exercise  his  philosophy.  He 
amused  himself  by  dancing,  when  he  was  fifty  years  old:  his  face  re^ 
markably  ugly  and  resembling  that  of  Sileni  or  satyrs,  with  large  pro- 
minent eyes,  a  short  flat  nose  turned  up,  wide  nostrils,  great  mouth, 
&c. — nicknamed  o  ffoilitnq.  He  rarely  went  out  <Jf  the  walks  of  Athens, 
was  never  out  of  Attica,  but  when  he  served  in  time  of  war,  and  once 
to  the  Isthmian  Games.  He  was  seventy  years  old  when  he  died  :  he 
left  three  sons,  the  eldest  a  youth,  the  two  youngest  children. — Iritre* 
pid  and  cheerful  behaviour  at  his  tnal  and  death. — Compared  to  a  tor- 
pedo.— Seldom  used  to  bathe,  and  commonly  went  barefooted. — He 
could  bear  great  quantities  of  wine  without  being  overpowered  by  it, 
but  did  not  chuse  to  drink  voluntarilt/ * 

Now  we  seriously  call  upon  tlie  college  which  in  its  zeal  for  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Gray  has  prompted  and  patronized  the  present 
edition,  to  say  whether  this  strain,  which  is  cpntinued  through 
nearly  one  moiety  of  a  bulky  quarto,  is  not  precisely  such  as  one 
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of  their  undergraduates  would  have  employed  in  abridging  some 
portion  of  Grecian  history  .for  an  examination. 

Let  us  however  not  be  mistaken — abridgments  like  these  are 
useful  to  the  most  accomplished  scholars,  and  it  is  idle  to  expect 
that  the  moat  cautious  -and  accm'%te  will  bestow  upon  such  loose 
and  extemporaneous  memoranda  either  force  of  thought  or  oeat-^ 
oess  of  expression.  Mere  hints  and  first  thoughts  therefore  are  no 
oibjects  of  criticism,  unless  where,  in  contempt  of  literary  prudence 
and  decorum  they  are  made  to  challenge  it — that  is  by  being 
published. 

Mr.  Gray's  consummate  knowledge  of  natural  history,  and  xxiox^ 
especially  of  zoology,  has  been  known  to  the  world,  ever  since  Mr, 
Mason  gave  the  following  character  of  it. 

*  In  this  class  of  animals,  (the  mammalia,)  Mr.  Gray  has  concen- 
trated what  the  old  writers  and  the  diffuse'  (he  might  have  added  elo« 
quent)  *  Bufen  have  said  upon  the  subject.  He  has  universally  adopted 
the  concise  language  of  Linnaeus,  and  has  given  it  an  elegance  of  which 
the  Swede  had  no  idea,  but  there  is  little  of  his  own  in  this  class,  and 
it  served  hini  only  as  a  common-place,  but  it  is  such  a  common-place 
that  few  men  but  Mr.  Gray  could  form/ 

To  the  last  proposition  we  cheerfully  assent,  and  are  sincerely 
thankful  to  the  editor  for  the  specimen  with  which  he  has  favoured 
us.     Still,  however,  we  feel  for  the  honour  of  that  great  genius  to 
whom  Mr.  Gray  himself  looked  up  with  reverence.     He  invented 
not  only  the  classification  and  arrangement  of  the  science,  but  a  new 
language  in  which  to  describe  it — a  language  so  compact  and  vi- 
*gorous,  so  concise  and   accurate,  so  full  and  picturesque,    that 
in  reading  his  descriptions  the  mind  is  elevated  to  a  state  above 
minute  and  verbal  criticism.     Neither  are  we  quite  disposed  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  editor's  panegyric  on  his  friend  as  a  descriptive 
zool<)gist,  when  he  tells  us  *■  tibat  he  has  described  the  properties 
and  characters  of  various  animals  with  the  various  and  united  powers 
of  a  poet,  a  naturalist,  and  a  finished  scholar.'     The  truth  is,  that 
Mr.  Gray  applied^himself  to  this  study  after  a  long  intermission  in 
the  practice  of  writing  Latin,  the  faculty  of  which,  in  prose  as  well 
as  verse,  he  certainly  carried  to  an  high  degree  of  excellence  in 
early  life.     But  to  elucidate  this  affirmation  of  the  editor,  the  fol- 
lowii^  passage  is  immediately  adduced  in  order  to  silence  all  con- 
tradiction, and  to  remove  all  doubt  on  the  subject.     We  must 
premise,  however,  that  the  elephant,  like  certain  wkole-reasaning 
animals,  is  said  to  be  fond  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits.    ^Fhis  idea, 
difficult  no  doubt  to  be  conveyed  in  the  language  of  a  people  who 
were  unacquainted  with  distillation,  and  therefore  widi  spirits  in 
the  modem  sense,  is  thus  expressed : 

*  £le?ha^. — In  Africa occidenCale  frequens,  sed  minor:  naturdgre- 
'  TOL.  XI.  NO.  XXII*  X  garius; 
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garius;  nee  ferox  nisi  lacessitus:  annos  Tivit  circiter  200. — Secreli  irt 
sylvis  coeuDt :  captivi  non  generant:  optime  natal  elephas  proboscide 
crect4. — Vinum  amat  spiritusquc  ardentes:* — 

an'  Anglicism  which^  however  tolerable  it  might  have  been  in 
an  Edinburgh  thesis,  oi^t  not  to  have  been  found  in  a  passage 
for  ivhich  the  praise  of  eloquence  vras  expressly  challei^ed. 

The  editor  speaks,  and  not  without  some  reason,  of  the  German 
Latinity  of  Lhina^s.  Let  a  critic,  however,  in  the  langm^e  cora« 
pare  the  two  following  characters  of  the  domestic  cat,  and  say 
whether  the  master  or  the  pupil  excels  in  point  of  style :  in  vigour 
and  spirit,  as  \(eU  as  originality,  the  advantage  is  clearly  with  the 
former. 

LINN^US. 

*  Habitat  in  Europae  australis  sylvis — moribus  congenerum.  Tran- 
quilla  ore  roolat,  caudara  erigit,  excitata  agilissime  scandit:  irats 
fremit  odore  ambrosiaco :  ocuU  noctu  lucent.  Pupilld  interdiu  per-^ 
pendiculari,  oblonga:  noctu  tereti,  anipliata:  unguibus  complicatis 
incedit :  parc^  bibit — stercus  sepelit,  clamando  rixandoque  ndscr^  amat : 
in  praedam  intenta  caudam  movet:  murmn  leo:  pacata  in  comessanti- 
bus,  carnes  piscesque  edit :  calida,  salsa  vegetabilia  respuit ;  os,  in* 
stante  tempestate,  manu  lavat:  dorsum  in  tenebris  electrisat ;  in  altom 
acta  decidit  in  pedes.    Delectatur  maro,  nepele,  valeriano.' 

GRAY. 

*  Felis.  Catxts. — Domesticus  pamm  docilis,  subdolus,  aduk- 
torius:  Domino  dorsum,  latera,  caput  affricare  amat.  Junior  mire 
lusibus  deditus  &  jocis :  adultus  tranquillior. — Bis  quotannis  faemina 
(vere  scilicet  &  autumno)&  aliquando  saepius,  marem  ejulando  appellat,^ 
mordet,  &  ad  venerem  quasi  compellat :  dies  55  uterum  gerit :  puUos 
circiter  6  parit,  quos  mas  saepe  devorat,  aliquando  &  ipsa  mater.  Mam- 
mae 8. — Penis  brevis,  glande  conicd  retrorsum  aculeatd. — Dcntes  30 
potius  ad  lacerandum  quam  ad  rodendum  aut  masticaodum  parati. — 
Colore  variat:  totus  niger:  totus  albus;  cinereus  maculis  fasciisque 
nigris ;  rufus  maculis  magis  saturate  ruHs :  bicolor  albo-niger :  tricolor 
albo,  nigro,  rufoque  varius,  &c.  tres  autem  iWddprmcipaks  vartetates' 

*  Principales,'  in  the  sense  of  the  English  adjective,  principal^ 
may  be  defended  by  the  authority  of  the  elder  Fliny,  as  one  natu- 
ralist may  be  permitted  to  borrow  his  phraseology  from  another, 
but  ardeutes  spiritus  can  admit  of  no  such  excuse,  for  if  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  should  justify  the  use  of  '  spirits,*  in  the  sense  of 
distilled  liquors,  ardentes  spiritus  must  properly  be  understood  of 
spirits  in  a  blaze. 

Of  the  selections  however  contained  in  this  ponderous  volume, 
though  they  may  seem,  on  the  whole,  to  have  been  appended  to 
the  former  in  order  to  bring  nearer  to  the  earth  him  whom  we  had 
hitherto  beheld  ^  foremost  aud  leaning  from  his  golden  cloud,'  we 
are  far  from  speaking  with  indiscrimiuate  censure.     Some  juvenile 

transit- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814.       Mathias— Jlfasow'5  Life  and  Writings  of  Gray.         S09 

translations  from  Propertius,  which  breathe  the  very  spirit  of  Dry- 
den,  were  too  fastidiously  rejected  as  translations  by  Mr.  Mason. 
Some  versions  also  from  the  Anthologia  have  all  the  elegance  and 
simplicity  of  their  beautiful  originals.  The  observations  on  English 
metres,  rhyme,  and  the  pseudo-rhythmus,  have  all  the  precision  of  a 
master  of  Hephsestion  andTerentianus  Maurus,  applying  their  terms 
and  principles  of  scansion  to  English  measures.  But  in  the  re- 
marks on  the  poems  of  Lydgate,  more  of  the  soul  of  Gray  shines  out 
than  in  any  of  the  rest,  and  leaves  us  to  regret  that  this  part  at  least 
of  his  projected  work,  which  would  have  served  as  a  npble  exordium* 
to  Mr.  Warton's  History  of  English  Poetry,  should  have  been 
thrown  aside  by  a  caprice,  which  in  the  temper  and  habits  of  Mr. 
Gray  proved  fatal  to  many  great  undertakings.  The  rest  of  tlie 
volume  affords  but  too  convincing  proof  of  an  opinion  unquestion- 
ably entertained  by  the  author  himself,  that  his  genius,  capable  on 
some  occasions,  and  for  some  short  periods,  of  blazing  forth  with 
an  effulgence  not  surpassed  by  the  brightest  luminaries  of  antiquity, 
could  often  lie  smothering  in  its  own  ashes  for  months  together, 
while  powers  not  greatly  surpassing  those  of  ordinary  men  were 
employed  on  the  classification  of  animals,  or  in  the  abridgment  of 
ancient  geography.  That  the  mind  of  Gray  had  a  large  grasp,  was 
allowed  even  by  Johnson — but  he  had  only  seen  the  effects  of  it 
when  powerfully  exerted :  it  has  been  reserved  for  us  to  see  and 
to  deplore  that,  in  the  midst  of  occupation,  it  was  subject  to  long 
intervals  of  remission  and  repose.  Had  the  notes  on  Plato  been, 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  best  critic  now  alive,  without  an  intima- 
tion of  their  author,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  guess 
that  the  writer  was  Gray,  or  indeed  that  he  was  a  man  of  any  ge- 
nius. Yet  even  this  mass  of  crude  and  inanimate  erudition,  had  it 
been  kept  back  for  the  present,  might  have  been  digested  and  ap- 
plied with  good  effect.  Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when,  under  the 
vpatronage  of  one  of  our  universities,  and  by  the  combined  exertions 
of  a  body  of  scholars,  a  general  edition  of  the  works  of  Plato 
should  be  undertaken,  with  notes  critical  and  explanatory,  the  name 
of  Gray,  still  more  perhaps  than  the  transfusion  of  his  matter, 
would  have  thrown  a  lustre  over  the  work  ;  or,  if  another  great  li- 
terary desideratum  should  ever  be  supplied  by  the  diligence  and  ac- 
curacy of  this  or  the  next  generation,  namely  an  edition  of  Strabo, 
accompanied  by  a  brief  and  well  digested  account  of  modern  disco- 
veries, and  of  the  lights  which  they  throw  on  the  vague  conjectures 
or  the  unexplained  hints  of  that  indefatigable  ancient,  the  library 
of  Pembroke-hall  might  have  contributed  much  solid  and  original 

*  II  is  well  knownthat  Watton  declined  entering  on  the  priinordia  of  English  poetry, 
partly  from  aversion  to  all  very  laborious  invei^tigatloa,  and  partlj  froiu  hU  comparaliv* 
w'aji^of  acq^ualatance  with  the  Saxon  language. 
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infonnation  from  the  MSS.  of  Mr.  Gray.  These  are  now  blown 
upon — they  have  been  exhibited  in  all  the  dry  severity  of  an  hard 
student,  arranging  and  condensing  the  results  of  his  own  reading  for 
his  own  private  use. 

Or  lastly^  should  it  ever  occur  to  some  learned  zoologist  to  re- 
publish the  celebrated  work  of  Aristotle  II^i  ZcowVi  accompanied 
by  a  scientific  classification  of  animals,  according  to  the  linnsean 
system,  he  would  find,  in  the  illustrations  of  Mr.  Gray,  many  valu- 
able remains  of  that  master  understanding  which  alone  perhaps 
comprehended,  with  equal  precision,  the  clear  science  of  the  en- 
lightened modem,'  and  the  obscure,  but  original  and  profound,  re* 
flexions  of  the  great  ancient. 

We  have  often  thought  the  physical  works  of  Aristotle  entitled 
to  this  attention :  he  was  almost  the  only  one  of  the  ancients  who 
seemed  to  possess  the  talent  of  observing^  but  his  peculiar  faculty 
was  that  of  generalizing  and  abstracting : — Brief,  abrupt,  obscure, 
he  was  always  occupied  in  reasoning  from  individual  appearances  to 
first  principles.  Now  this  is  the  peculiar  excellence  of  modem  phy- 
siology ;  an  excellence  for  whicn  they  who  have  carried  it  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  which  it  is  capable  are,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  scholars  like  Mr.  Gray,  more  perhaps  indebted  to  Aristotle 
.  than  they  are  aware  of. 

The  notes  on  Aristophanes  are  precisely  such  as,  for  the  honour 
of  Mr.  Gray,  and  in  the  present  advanced  state  of  Greek  criticism, 
we  should  have  wished  to  conceal.  They  will  be  extremely  useful 
in  enabling  moderate  scholars  to  comprehend  the  text  of  a  difficult 
writer ;  but  was  this  an  office  for  Mr.  Gray  ?  Was  the  author  of 
the  Bard  to  be  degraded  to  the  rank  of  a  pasdagogue  i  and  where 
was  the  reverence  for  a  great  name,  which  could  endure  to  exhibit 
such  scraps  as  the  following,  without  reference  and  without  dis- 
tinctness ?    • 

*  Equites,  v.  9.  Olympus,  the  scholar  of  Marsyas,  invented  the 
symphony  of  flutes — alludes  to  Euripides.'  (Where?)— 6l.  uiu  h 
Xf^^l^i — alluding  to  the  Sibyl's  Oracles. — 123.  Alluding  to  the  Ora- 
cles of  Bacis.  The  scholiast  says  there  were  three  of  that  name. — 
282*  It  seems  that  Cleon,  for  his  success  at  Sphacteria  had  a  public 
maintenance  allowed  him  in  the  Prytaneura. — 399-  The  sottishness  of 
Cratinus — Morsimus,  the  son  of  Philocles,  wrote  tragedy. — 404.  The 
TfdpAmroi  of  Simonides  acted.' 

Yet  with  an  unconsciousness,  an  uyona-^rjcriot,  which  is  perfectly 
astonishing,  can  a  scholar  and  a  man  of  sense  like  the  editor,  speak 
of  the  principle  which  governed  his  own  selection  in  the  present 
edition,  as  follows : 

*  It  never  was  the  opinion  of  the  editor  that  the  remains  or  fragments 
of  departed  genius  should  be  gathered  up  in  such  a  manner  as  that  no- 
thing 
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thing  should  he  lost.  The  splendor  of  many  an  illustrious  name  ha? 
been  obscureil,  and  the  reputation  of  established  excellence  has  been 
lessened  by  the  indiscriminate  and  unthinking,  though  amiable  leeal  of 
posthumous  kindness/  ^ 

^  When  indeed,  with  an  unequalled  and  an  unaffected  modesty, 
Virgil  directed  his  unfinished  -Slneid  to  be  consigned  to  the  flame6^ 
all  mankind  at  that  period  (and  it  is  the  united  voice  of  «very  suc^ 
ceedin^  age)  joined  m  that  impassioned  remonstrance  which  a  fond 
credulity  ascribed  to  the  pen  of  Augustus. 

Supremis  potuit  vox  improba  verbis 
Tam  dirum  mandare  nefas  ?  Ergo  ibit  in  ignes, 
Magnaque  doctiloqui  morietur  musa  Maronis  ?" 

Would  that  it  had  been  the  fate  of  Mr.  Mason  or  Mr.  Mafhias^ 
by  an  act  of  pious  disobedience,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  an  epic 
poem,  however  unfinished,  such  as  Gray  could  have  written,  but 
which  his  obstinate  exactness  in  elaborating  every  line  as  he  pro- 
ceeded, prevented  him  from  undertaking.  How  would  the  grati- 
tude of  this  and  every  succeeding  age  and  nation  have  united  to 
ju$tify  and  to  applaud  the  deed ! — But  the  editor  should  have  re- 
collected that  the  comparison  which  he  has  instituted  is  between 
the  preservation  of  the  -Eneid  and  the  heavy  and  interminable 
wjloj(tihu<riua\oL  on  Plato  and  Aristophanes ;  between  a  work  des- 
tined to,  and  sure  of  immortality,  and  the  loose  memoranda  of  pri- 
vate reading,  the  crude  contents  of  a  scholar's  common-place  book. 
We  say  the  common-place  book  of  a  scholar — for  had  they  been 
the  first  hints  of  a  poet,  which  recorded  the  embryo  movements 
of  inspiration,  the  seminal  principles  of  future  excellence,  the  ori- 
ginal concepdons  of  imagery  and  description  suCh  as  meditation 
would  have  ripened  into  perfection,  we  should  have  rejoiced  to 
contemplate  the  primary  workings  of  a  mighty  genius. 

But  with  sorrow  we  are  compelled  to  repeat,  that  it  is  not  Gray 
die  poet,  or  even  the  reasoner,  but  the  uninspired,  pertinacious  stu- 
dent and  collector  who  is  here  exposed.  It  is  not  Gray,  when  his 
soul  was  all  on  fire,  and  carried  extra  flammantia  moenia  mundi, 
but  Gray  sedate,  laborious,  and  little  better  than  dull,  poring,  with 
the  pertinacity  of  a  scholiast,  over  the  conceptions  of  other  and  far 
inferior  men.  Moreover  this  disclosure  leads  to  other  painful 
and  humiliating  conclusiops.  It  is  truly  astonishing  that  the  soul 
o^f  Gray  could  by  any  process,  however  torpifying,  be  kept  so  long 
m  a  state  of  suspended  animation.  He  seems,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  his  life,  to  have  resembled  an  eagle,  submitting,  in  drowsy 
'^acquiescence,  to  chains  of  his  own  imposing. 

*  With  ruffled  plumes  and  flagging  wing,    - 

Quenched  in  dark  clouds  of  slumber  lie 
The  terror  of  his  beak  and  lightning  of  his  eye.* 
'  X  3  Let 
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Let  the  reader  sit  down  to  the  second  volume  of  this  bulky  work 
in  the  expectation  of  finding  what,  in  spite  of  the  gloom  of  Calvin 
Dism  and  the  virulence  of  party-spirit,  constantly  breaks  out  in  the 
prose  works  of  Milton,  bursts  of  genius  not  to  be  suppressed,  and 
yast  powers  of  original  intellect  exercised  on  subjects  the  most  un- 
promising— and  how  great  will  be  his  disappointment !  From  the 
100th  page  to  the  580th  there  is  little  which  an  hundred  scho- 
lars of  his  own  day,  and  five  hundred  of  our  own,  might  not  have 
written.  Even  the  present  editor  seems  to  have  had  some  secret 
misgivings  on  the  subject. 

*  in  our  pwn  country,  who  is  there  that  loves  the  language  of  the 
heart  and  simplicity  of  diction,  who  has  not  felt  an  unavailing  regret 
that  the  letters  of  Cowley  were  kept  from  the  world  by  the  tiihid 
caution  of  surviving  friendship?  Surely,  whatever  writings  can  in  any 
manner  sustain  and  amplify  the  character  of  great  departed  writers, 
either  as  men  of  virtue,  or  of  ability,  or  of  learning,  in  their  specific  or 
in  their  varied  jnodes  of  excellence,  may  be  offered  to  the  world  with 
propriety  and  with  mutual  advantage.' 

Thisjs  the  major  proposition  of  the  editor's  syllogisms,  and  we 
assent  to  it  in  its  utmost  extent.  Not  so  to  the  minor  and  the 
conclusion,  excepting  as  they  refer  to  the  editor's  own  judgment. 

*  The  selections  which  are  now  presented  to  the  reader,  in  thejudg-^ 
ment  of  the  editor,  not  only  sustain,  but  amplify  the  character  and  the 
fame  of  Mr.  Gray,  and  therefore  he  consented  to  the  labour  of  the  se- 
lection and  the  publication.' 

On  this  apology  for  his  own  undertaking,  and  the  princi- 
ple on  which  it  was  conducted,  we  shall  only  offer  two  remarks ; 
first,  that  if  Mr.  Mathias  bad  rescued  Gray's  Letters  from  obli- 
vion the  observation  would  have  been  applicable.  In  the  next 
place,  we  will  take  leave  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Mason's  inimitable 
edition  of  the  works  of  his  tuneful  friend  were  annihilated,  and  that 
Gray  were  known  to  mankind  only  through  the  medium  of  Mr- 
Mathias's  selection,  what  would  be  the  consequence? — '  that 
his  fame  and  character  would  be  amplified ;' — in  other  words,  that 
he  would  be  more  generally  known  and  highly  thought  of  than  from 
the  Elegy,  the  Bard,  and  the  Progress  of  Poesy !  'Die  truth  is,  that 
in  the  discharge  of  the  delicate  and  important  duty  which  we  owe 
to  the  meniory  of  men  of  genius,  there  is  a  middle  way,  from  which 
whoever  departs  will  disgrace,  instead  of  honouring  those  whom 
he  strives  to  serve.  We  blame  the  reserve  of  the  cautious  and 
courtly  Sprat  for  suppressing  the  familiar  Letters  of  Cowley. — 
We  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Mason  for  the  frank  and  ingenuous  man- 
ner in  which  he  favoured  us  with  those  of  Gray,  and  for  the  same 
reason ;  both,  upon  comparison,  would  have  been  discovered  to  be 
transcripts  equally  faithful  of  the  heads  and  hearts  of  their  writers. 
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But  on  the  pther  hand,  and  for  the  same  reason^  we  blame  this 
*  indiscriminate  and  unthinking,  though  amiable  zeal  of  posthuraoua. 
kindness.'    The  new  matter  in  these  volumes,  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  hundred  pages  in  the  second  volume,  contains  little  of 
the  head,  and  less  of  the  heart  of  Gray."*^ 

Mr,  Mason's  truly  select  and  classical  edition  of  the  works  of 
Gray  consists  of  somewhat  less  than  five  hundred  pages,  and,  had 
the  present  editor  been  contented  to  print,  for  the  first  time,  th« 
translations,  and  about  one  fifth  part  of  the  original  prose,  which 
swells  the  second  volume,  we  should  have  hailed  his  undertaking  aa 
tending,  if  not  to  *  amplify  the  fame'  of  his  author,  at  least  to 
gratify  the  curiosity  of  mankind  without  impairing  it.  A  variorum 
edition  enriched  with  so  much  new  matter  as  was  either  finished 
by  the  author,  or  had  been  intended  for  publication,  and  illustrated 
by  his  own  notes,  together  with  those  of  Wakefield,  with  whom 
Mr.  Mathias  would  probably  not  disdain  to  associate  his  labours, 
might  have  been  comprized  in  a  single  volume,  and,  at  a  smaller 
expense  to  the  publisher,  have  much  better  consulted  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  author  and  the  editor.  Neither  would  it  have  been 
altogether  unsuitable  to  the  character  of  a  learned  and  classical 
editor  like  the  present  to  revise  with  some  care  the  notes  of  Mr. 
Mason,  who,  with  all  his  taste  and  genius,  by  the  original  vice  of 
his  education  at  an  inferior  and  obscure  seminary,  knew  little  of 
the  quantity  of  the  Latin  language.  This  is,  indeed,  his  own  mo- 
dest and  candid  acknowledgment ;  yet  a  vigilant  editor  must  have 
detected  the  following  strange  misapprehension. — p,  19. 

*  Et  modo  nata  mala  vellere  poma  mana/ 
'  So  the  original. — ^There  is  a  peculiar  blemish  in  .the  line  arising 
from  the  synonimes  mala  and  poma/  For  the  credit  of  Mr.  Mason 
this  should  have  been  expunged.  The^  slightest  knowledge  of  La- 
tin quantity  would  have  taught  him  that  mala  and  potna  are  not 
there  synonymous. 

The  extensive  erudition  of  Mr.  Grav — the  various  and  distant 
sources  from  which  he  derived  his  allusions,  and  the  felicity,  or  the 
dexterity  with  which  he  melted  them  down  into  a  mingled  and 
scarcely  distinguishable  mass  with  his  own  conceptions,  entitle  hii 
poetry  perhaps,  above  that  of  every  modern,  to  what  we  have 
already  hinted  at — a  variorum  edition.  That  many  allusions  have 
escaped  his  last  industrious  and  learned  editor,  the  following  spe- 
cimens will  prove,  while  they  will  render  it  probable  at  least,  that 
by  a  scholar  who,  in  so  many  languages  and  on  so  many  subjects, 

♦  To  our  other  regrets  we  have  to  add,  that  the  spiriled  and  highly  finished  head 
4>f  the  poet  drawn  from  memory  by  Mason  and  B.  Wilson  is,  with  respect  to  the 
liuinteresting  scratch  ptefix^d  to  these  volomes,  '  Hyperiqi)  to  «  satyr/ 

X  4  '  has 
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has  traced  the  footsteps  of  Gray,  with  the  asskluity  of  Mr.  Ma- 
thias,  more  may  yet  be  detected. 

*  How  do  your  tuneful  echoes  languish 
Mute,  but  to  the  voice  of  anguish, 
Where  each  old  poetic  mountain, 

Inspiration  breathed  around, 
Every  rock  and  hallowed  fountain 

Murmured  deep  a  solemn  sound/ — Mason's  Ed.p,  f3. 

*  Poetic  fields  encompass  roe  around, 

And  still.  I  seem  to  tread  on  classic  ground ; 
For  here  the  Muse  so  oft  her  harp  has  strung. 
That  not  a  mountain  rears  its  head  unsung. 
Renowned  in  verse  each  shady  thicket  grows, 
And  every  stream  in  heavenly  numbers  flows/ 

Addison's  Letter  from  Italy. 

A  passage  M'hich  strikingly  shows  how  different  an  air  the  same 
ideas  can  assume  when  animated  by  the  fire  of  Gray,  and  damped 
by  the  flatness  of  Addison. 

'  Now  my  weary  lips  I  close, 
Leave  me,  leave  me  to  repose.* — Mason*s  Ed.  p.  52. 

Quid,  ore,  me  post  Lethaea  pocula,  jam  Stygiis  paludibus  inna- 
tantem,  ad  momentariae  vitae  reducitis  oiBcia  ?  Desme  jam,  precor, 
'desine,  ac  me  in  meam  quietem  permitte.  Apuleii  Mem.  II.  40. 
The  whole  story,  if  compared  With  this  ode,  will  exhibit  a  strong 
resemblance  between  the  Thessalian  and  Norwegian  incantations. 
See  also  Lucan.  Phars.  L.  vi.  820. 


Sic,  postquam  fata  peregit. 


Stat  vultu  mcestus  tacito  mortemque  reposcit.' 

The  following  is  an  instance  of  very  extraordinary  coincidence 
in  the  ideas -of  two  men  of  great  genius,  as  the  resemblance  is  pro-^ 
bably  accidental. 

*  Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene. 
The  dark,  unfathomed  caves  of  ocean  bear ; 
Full  many  a  flower  is  bom  to  blush  unseen. 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.' — lb.  p.  66. 

*•  There  is  many  a  rich  stone  laid  up  in  the  bowells  of  the  earth, 
many  a  faire  pearle  in  the  bosome  of  the  sea,  that  never  was  scene,  nor 
never  shall  bee.' — Bishop  HalVs  ContetnplationSy  L:  vi,  p.  S72. 

The  following,  referred  to  the  same  lines  of  Mr.  Gray,  has  more 
decisive  marks  of  imitation. 

'  How  gay  they  smile !  such  blessings  Nature  pours, 
Cerstocked  mai^kind  enjoy  but  half  her  stores ; 
In  distant  wilds  by  human  eyes  unseen. 
She  rears  her  flowers,  and  spreads  her  vehet  green  ; 
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Pure  gurgling  rills  the  lonely  desert  trace, 
And  waste  their  sweetness  on  the  desert  race/ 

Dr>  Young's  Universal  Passion, — Sat,  5. 

A  passage  to  which  Mr.  Gray  had  two  distinct  obligations  within 
the  compass  of  three  lines.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  Dr.  John- 
son would  have  quarrelled  with  Young  for  ^  velvet  green.* 

*  Even  in  our  ashes  live  their  wonted  fires.' — Mason's  Ed.  p,  67* 

*  Even  in  our  ashen  cold  is  fire  ywreken.' 

Chauc.  Reve's  Tale.    Ed.  Tt/rwhitt,  L.  3180. 

*  (There  they  alike  in  trembling  hope  repose.*) — Mason's  Ed.  p.  69, 
for  which  Mr.  Gray  refers  to  the  *  paventosa  speme'  of  Petrarch, 
of  which  his  own  words  are  a  literal  ver^ou ;  but  he  was  probably 
not  aware  that  Hooker^  whose  sublimities  sometimes  touch  on  the 
confines  of  very  noble  poetry,  had  defined '  Hope*  to  be  a  *  trembling 
expectation  of  things  far  removed.' — Eccles.  Pol.  B.  1.  Many 
inore  allusions  or  resemblances  like  these  we  could  produce,  but 
a  few  specimens  may  suffice  to  stimulate  future  investigation,  and 
to  prove  that  a  learned  editor  of  Gray  might  have  been  more  pro- 
fitably occupied  in  illustrating  his  best  works  than  in  the  heavy 
task  of  correcting  fifty  sheets  of  uninteresting  and  tedious  prose, 
which  afford  scarcely  a  subject  for  criticism.  On  this  pamfiil 
topic  our  opinion  has  now  been  sufficiently  declared.  It  remains 
that  we  consider  Mr.  Mathias  as  an  author. 

The  Postscript  to  the  second  volume,  excepting  a  brief  but  in- 
adequate ajpology  for  the  insertion  of  so  much  new  matter,  is,  in 
point  of  information,  extremely  valuable.  From  the  recollec- 
tions of  Mr.  Gray's  surviving  friend  Mr.  Nichols,  the  editor  has 
gathered  several  amusing  and  instructive  anecdotes.  Gray,  as  is 
well  known,  preserved  the  dignity  of  genius  to  the  fiiU :  he  was  in 
mixed  companies  reserved  and  fastidious,  difficult  in  the  choice  of 
his  friends,  and  though  communicative  and  affectionate  to  the  select 
few,  yet  even  to  them,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  Dr.  Hurd 
and  Mr.  Mason,  he  appears  to  have  maintained  a  port  sufficiently 
lofty.  His  opinions  were  delivered  in  terms  short  and  decisive. 
On  some  persons  and  some  subjects,  his  sagacity  appears  to  have 
been  next  to  oracular.  The  great  object  of  his  detestation  was 
Voltaire :  he  said,  almost  prophetically,  (considering  the  time  when 
he  said  it,)  that  no  one  could  even  conjecture  the  extent  of  the 
public  mischief  (that  was  his  term)  which  Voltaire  would  occasion. 
His  aversion  was  constant  and  unmitigated.  He  once  made  it  a 
particular  request  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  going  to  the  Conti- 
nent, that  he  would  not  pay  a  visit  to  Voltaire ;  and  when  his  friend 
replied,  '  What  can  a  visit  from  a  person  like  me,  to  him,  signify? 
he  rejoined,  with  peculiar  earnestness,  and  with  a  decisioti  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  like  the  tone  of  Johuson,  '  Sir^  every  tribute  to  such 
&  man  siguifies/  The  predominant  bias  of  his  mind  was  a  strong 
attachment  to  virtue,  and  hence,  even  if  his  papers  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  some  mercenary  and  unprincipled  editor,  nothing 
could  have  been  produced  to  blight  his  memor}';  no  ribaldry,  no. 
scepticism,  no  profanenesa.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the 
noble  con^panion  of  his  travels,  had  he  copied  the  fair  example  of 
hi3  friend,  or  had  the  editors  of  his  posthumous  works  recollected 
that  the  fairest  fame  may  be  blasted  by  copying  the  miserable 
trash  of  that  school  which  Mr.  Gray  so  much  abhorred  ! 

••^  Mr.  Gray  had  a  similar  aversion  to  Mr.  Hume,  and  for  the  same 
reasons :  nor  could  he  ever  be  recocftiled  to  any  deliberate  enemy  of 
religion,  as  he  always  asserted  that  such  men,  whether  in  writing  or  ia> 
libertine  conversation,  took  away  the  best  consolation  of  man,  without, 
pretending  to  substitute  any  consideration  of  value  in  its  place/ 

*  It  has  been  expressed,'  says  the  editor  without  due  reflexion, 
'  that  be  had  a  contempt  or  disdain  of  his  inferiors  in  science.'  Of 
this  spirit,  however,  his  letters  afford  abundant  proof.  From  his 
earliest,  almost  to  his  latest  residence  at  Cambridge,  the  University, 
its  usages^  its  studies,  its  principal  members,  were  the  theme  of  his. 
persevering  raillery :  neither  could  all  the  pride  they  felt  in  the 
presence  of  such  an  inmate,  prevent,  on  every  occasi6n,  a  spirit  of 
retaliation.  Among  the  elder  and  more  dignified  niembers  of  that 
body,  out  of  the  narrow  circle  (and  very  narrow  that  circle 
was)  of  his  resident  academical  friends,  he  was  not,  if  the  truth 
must  be  spoken,  regarded  with  great  personal  respect.  The  prim- 
ness and  precision  of  his  deportment,  the  nice  adjustment  of  every 
part  of  his  dress  when  he  came  abroad, 

Candentesque  comae  et  splendentis  gratia  vestis, 

excited  many  a  smile  and  produced  many  a  witticism ;  nay,  even 
a  stanza  in  the  Minstrel,  as  it  stood  in  the  first  edition,  has  been 
supposed  to  have  undergone  a  revision  prompted  by  the  tenderness 
of  friendship,  in  consequence  of  the  strong  though  undesigned 
resemblance  which  it  struck  out  of  the  Cambridge  bard. 

Fret  not  thyself,  thou  man  of  modern  song, 
Kor  violate  the  plaster  of  thine  bair. 
Nor  to  that  dainty  coat  do  ought  of  wrong, 

Else,  how  mayst  thou  to  Caesar's  ball  repair. 
For  sure  no  damaged  coat  may  enter  there,  &c. 

In  his  later  days  however,  and  when  he  seldom  appeared  in  pub- 
lic, an  homage  was  paid  to  the  author  of  the.  £iard  by  the  younger 
members  of  the  university,  which  deserves  to  be  commemorated. 
Whenever  Mr.  Gray  appeared  upon  the  walks,  intelligence  ran  froija 
college  to  college,  ^nd  the  tables  in  the  different  halls,  if  it  hap-  ^ 
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peued  to  be  the  hour  of  dinner,  were  thinned  by  the  desertion  of 
^oung  men  thronging  to  behold  him.  The  comparative  seclusion 
of  the  last  part  of  his  life  accounts  for  the  editor's  assertion 
*  nunquam  se  vidisse  Virgilium/  though  he  was  contemporary  and 
resident  with  him  in  Cambridge  more  than  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Gray  was  a  systematic  as  well  as  a  severe  student — he  drew  not 
from  the  fountain  of  literature  only,  but  from  the  purest,  the  most 
copious  and  the  most  remote. — His  habits  and  his  opinions  were 
at  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  those  of  the  being  who,  in 
the  present  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  is  styled  *  a  well  in- 
formed  man.' 

*  Mr,  Gray  always  considered  that  Encyclopaedias  and  Universal 
pictionaries,  with  which  the  world  now  abounds,  aiForded  a  very  un- 
favourable symptom  of  the  age  in  regard  to  literature. — Dictionaries* 
like  these,  he  thought,  only  served  to  supply  a  fund  for  the  vanity  or 
for  the  affectation  of  general  knowledge,  or  for  the  demands  of  com- 
pany and  conversation/ 

This  was  perfectly  right — profound  and  original  knowledge  on 
any  subject  can  scarcely  be  produced  in^  society,  imless  it  be  se- 
lected for  the  purpose. 

The  subjects  of  his  pursuits,  as  well  as  the  authors  from  whom 
be  sought  them,  were  selected  with  that  fastidious  exactness,  whicb 
marked  every  habit  of  his  life. 

'  Mr.  Gray  was  accustomed  to  say  that  he  well  knew  from  expe- 
rience, how  much  might  be  done  by  a  person  who  would  have  recourse 
to  great  original  writers  only;  who  would  read  in  a  method  and  would 
never  fling  away  his  time  on  middling  or  inferior  authors/ 

In  the  present  state  of  dissipated  and  superficial  reading,  the 
importance  of  this  sentiment  is  daily  increasing.  Those  who  read 
only  to  talk  of  books,  and  are  wont  to  estimate  their  own  attain- 
ments or  those  of  others  by  the  number  rather  than  the  character 
of  the  volumes  they  have  turned  over,  may  learn  from  such  exam- 
ples, that  it  requires  a  process  the  very  reverse  of  their  own  to 
attain  to  clearness  or  solidity  of  knowledge,  to  impregnate  genius 
with  the  seeds  of  future  excellence,  and  to  brace  the  understandnig 
by  habits  of  rigorous  and  athletic  exercise,  through  the  united 
powers  of  which  great  original  works  can  alone  be  produced,  and 
great  eminence  be  attained  in  the  narrow  compass  of  human  life« 
Constituted  as  the  literary  world  is  at  present,  there  is  fortitude  as 
well  as  dignity  in  remaining  ignorant  of  the  art  and  the  subject  of 
literary  small-talk. 

Mr.  Gray's  profound  acquaintance  with  the  *  higher  Tuscan 
poets,*  whose  genius  partakes  so  largely  of  the  lofty  character  of 
the  Grecian  muse,  has  drawn  some  excellent  observations  from  the 
editor,  whose  infl^ence  we  trust  will  not  be  unavailuig  in  reviving 
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that  noble  school,  to  which,  however  neglected  by  the  tame  spirit 
of  our  poets  and  critics  in  the  *  Augustan  age  of  Addison,'  Spenser, 
Milton,  and  Gray,  hav^  been  so  deeply  indebted.  On  this  subject 
tio  living  writer  is  better  qualified  to  speak  with  authority  and  de- 
cision than  Mr.  Mathias.  Let  every  young  aspirant  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  critic  or  a  man  of  taste  read  and  receive  with  respect  th^ 
following  admirable  stricture. 

'  From  disingenuous  hints,  from  attempts  to  resolve  the  character, 
the  merits  of  the  language  of  Italy  into  opera  airs,  and  from  the  per- 
petual ridicule  with  which  the  English  Spectator  so  unworthily  and 
indeed  so  ignorantly  abounds  on  this  subject,  an  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced which  has  hitherto  been  fatal  to  its  credit  and  its  cultivation  in 
Great  Britain.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  at  that  period  the  star 
of  French  literature  was  lord  of  the  ascendant,  and  that  all  the  bolder 
and  more  invigorating  influences  which  had  descended  on  Spenser  and 
on  Milton  from  the  luminaries  of  Italy  were  now  no  more.  We  are 
now  once  more  called  upon,  as  in  the  name  of  an  august  triumvirate, 
by  Spenser,  by  Milton,  and  by  Gray,  to  turn  from  the  unpoeticab^nwih 
of  France,  and  after  we  have  paid  our  primal  homage  to  the  bards  of  i 
Greece  and  of  ancient  Latium,  we  are  invited  to  contemplate  the  lite- 
rary and  poetical  dignity  of  modern  Italy.  If  the  influence  of  their 
persuasion  and  of  their  example  should  prevail,  a  strong  and  steady 
light  may  be  relumined  and  diffused  amongst  us,  a  light  which  may 
dnce  agaiu  conduct  the  powers  of  our  rising  poets  from  tmld  whirHii^ 
ioerdsyfrom  crutk,  rapid,  aftd  uncorrected  productions^  from  an  overween- 
ing presumption,  and  from  the  delusive  conceit  of  a  pre-established  re< 
putation,  to  the  labour  of  thought,  to  patient  and  repeated  revision 
of  what  they  Vvrite,  to  a  reverence  for  themselves  and  for  an  enlightened 
public,  and  to  the  fixed  unbending  principles  of  legitimate  composition.' 

With  this  golden  sentence,  which  unites  the  glow  and  energy  of 
Longinus,  with  the  depth  and  precision  of  Aristotle,  we  dismiss 
the  present  article,  earnestly  commending  so  seasonable  an  admo* 
nition  to  the  attention  of  those  who  fondly  imagine  that  genius 
without  taste,  wildness  without  judgment,  and  invention  with- 
out care  and  without  caution  will  ever  produce  a  work,  destined, 
like  those  of  Gray,  of  Spenser,  and  of  Milton,  to  survive  the  cheap 
applause  of  modem  and  capricious  fashion. 


Abt.  IV.  Elements  of  Agricultural  Chemistry ^  in  a  Course  of 
Lectures  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  By  Sh*  Humphry 
Davy,  LL.D.  F.R.S.L.&E.  V.P.R.I.  &c.  &c.  Second 
edition,  8vo.  London.  1814.     pp.500;  with  10  plates,    v 

"V/rUCH  has  been  said  by  the  leaped  and  the  unlearned  for  and 
against  the  advantages  of  the  theoretical  cultivation  of  agricul- 
ture, as  an  object  of  national  encouragement.  The  benefits  of  expe- 
rimental 
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irimental  improvements  of  all  kinds  are  very  likely  to  be  outweighed 
at  first  by  their  inconveniences,  whatever  may  be  the  skill  and 
cautipn  of  the  persons  concerned  in  them ;  and  it  is  natural  that 
an  ignorant  or  prejudiced  observer  should  be  at  least  as  strongly 
impressed  by  the  instances  of  failure  as  by  those  of  success,  and 
should  be  encouraged  by  the  supposed  accuracy  of  his  own  obser- 
vations on  the  progress  of  others,  to  persevere  in  inveterate  errors 
of  various  kinds,  which  more  candour  and  more  humility  might 
possibly  have  enabled  him  to  coirect.  The  enlightened  author  of 
the  present  work  has  very  truly  observed,  that  the  frequent  failure 
of  experiments,  conducted  after  the  most  refined  theoretical  views, 
*  is  far  from  proving  the  inutility  of  such  trials;  one  happy  result, 
which  can  generally  improve  the  methods  of  cultivation,  is  worth 
the  labour  of  a  whole  life ;  and  an  unsuccessful  experiment,  wel} 
observed,  must  establish  some  truth,  or  tend  to  remove  some 
prejudice.' 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that  the^ 

f>ublic  of  Great  Britain  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
anded  interest,  has  felt  no  other  effeqt  from  the  magnificent  scale;^ 
on  which  the  modern  improvements  of  agriculture  have  been  con- 
ducted, than  the  limitation  of  the  supply  of  the  table  by  an  extra- 
vagant enhancement  of  the  price  of  provisions,  the  curtailment  of 
the  enjoyment  of  rustic  scenery  by  the  progress  of  enclosure,  the 
depression  of  gentlemen  and  noblemen  into  swineherds,  and  the 
elevation  of  a  new  order  of  uneducated  beings  into  comparative 
opulence. 

But  that  partial  evils  may  have  arisen  from  widely  extended 
improvements,  is  no  proof  that  the  benefits  on  the  whole  have  not 
preponderated.  If  our  population  has  increased,  it  is  of  urgent 
xi<ecessity  that  a  greater  supply  of  food  should  be  procured  for  its^ 
consumption;  and  if  the  improvements  in  agriculture  have  ren-^ 
dered  it  possible  to  obtain  a  greater  quantity  of  food  independently 
of  foreign  supply,  it  is  natural  and  just  that  the  fanners  concerned 
in  raising  it  should  be  enriched :  if  enriched,  they  must  be  less 
dependant  on  the  immediate  demand  of  a  puichaser,  and  the 
prices  must  be  somewhat  advanced;  unless  mdeed  the  apparent 
increase  of  prices  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  circulating  medium,  which  is  by  no  means  an  impos- 
sible supposition.  'We  do  not  profess  any  very  high  respect  for 
the  intellectual  dignity  of  the  mechanical  and  service  pursuits 
inseparable  from  the  occupation  of  the  mere  agriculturist,  how- 
ever they  may  be  combined  with  superiority  of  talents  and  ele- 
gance of  manners :  but  it  is  happy  for  many  that  such  a  combi- 
nation is  practicable ;  that  without  any  degradation  of  their  rank 
&pd  consideration,  the  idle  may  find  some  amusing  employment, 
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and  the  less  opulent  some  source  of  additional  income,  in  devoting* 
a  portion  of  their  time  and  attention  to  the  original  occupations 
of  the  heroes  and  patriarchs  of  remote  antiquity. 
'  Should  the  public  have  been  disposed  to  form  its  expectations 
ctf  the  excellence  of  this  work  from  the  unexampled  success,  which 
has  attended  the  former  labours  of  the  author  in  philosophical 
chemistry,  it  is  probable  that  some  disappohitment  may  have  been 
felt  by  many  of  its  readers.  We  have  however  no  right  to  demand 
from  an  individual  that  he  should  be  uniformly  fortunate;  although 
we  ar^  persuaded  that  such  a  philosopher  as  Sir  Humphry  Davy 
can  on  no  occasion  be  otherwise  than  respectable.  In  the  experi- 
mental pursuit  of  general  chemistry,  an  investigator  is  at  liberty  to 
follow  those  paths  of  inquiry  which  offer  him  the  fairest  prospects ; 
but  where  his  object  is  precisely  limited  to  a  given  point  of  imme- 
diate utility,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  human  intellect  to  command 
a  certainty  of  striking  improvement.  If  ^owever  a  sufficient 
store  of  information  is  furnished,  to  give  employment  to  a  thinking 
mind,  and  to  enable  it  to  pursue  its  own  researches,  without 
tempting  it  to  advance  rashly  upon  principles  merely  speculative, 
the  end  of  such  a  publication  is  in  a  great  measure  answered : 
and  so  much  as  this,  and  more,  the  present  work  appears  very 
successfully  to  have  effected. 

Of  the  eight  lectures  which  it  contains,  the  first  is  a  general 
introduction  to  the  subject;  the  second  an  outline  of  the  principles 
of  physical  science,  especially  as  affecting  vegetables;  the  third  is  ' 
devoted  to  the  structure  of  plants,  and  the  chemical  properties  of 
the  substances  which  they  contain;  the  fourth  relates  to  soils  and 
their  analysis;  the  fifth  to  the  atmosphere,  and  to  the  functions  of 
vegetation ;  the  two  next  to  vegetable  and  mineral  manures,  and 
the  last  to  the  effects  of  burning  and  irrigation,  and  to  the  economy 
of  crops.  An  Appendix  contains  the  results  of  an  elaborate  series 
of  experiments  on  the  nutritive  matter  afforded  by  grasses,  per- 
formed at  Wobum  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

The^  first  and  second  lectures,  however  well  adapted  for  the 
information  of  the  audience  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  of 
the  readers  for  whom  they  are  intended,  cannot  be  expected  to 
contain  much  of  novelty  or  of  scientific  interest.  In  the  third  the 
doctrine  of  the  circulation  of  the  sap  is  stated,  according  to  the 
theory  and  experiments  of  Hales,  Grew,  Darwin,  Mirbel,  and 
especially  of  Mr.  Knight.  The  ascent  of  the  sap  through  the 
alburnum,  its  modification  by  the  action  of  the  air  and  by  other  cir- 
cumstances to  which  it  is  exposed  in  the  leaves,  and  its  descent 
through  the  bark,  are  considered  as  preparatory  to  the  formation 
of  the  *  cambium,'  a  mucilaginous  fluid  found  between  the  bark  * 
and  the  alburnum,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  mixture  of  the 
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ascending  aiid  descending  sap,  affording,  by  a  sort  of  precipitatio»^ 
a  concrete  substance,  which  constitutes  the  new  wood  and  bark. 
Sir  H.  Davy  infers  from  the  late  observations  of  Mr.  Palisot  de 
Beauvois,  as  a  partial  exception  to  this  theory,  *  that  the  s^p  may 
be  transferred  to  the  bark,  so  as  to  exert  its  nutritive  functions 
independent  of  any  general  system  of  circulation : — in  the  case  of 
the  maple  and  the  lilac,  small  annual  shoots  were  produced  in  the 
parts  where  the  bark  was  insulated :'  at  the  same  time  the  growth- 
of  the  bark  in  such  cases  appears  to  have  been  extremely  limited^  • 
The  author  is  disposed  to  adopt  Mr.  Knight's  conjecture 
respecting  the  use  of  the  silver  grain,  or  radiating  fibres  of  the' 
wood,  in  propelling  the  sap,  by  its  alternate  expansions  and  coch 
tractions,  depending  on  the  daily  changes  of  temperature:  but  we 
cannot  say  that  we  think  xmy  thing  is  gained  by  this  conjecture. 
It  has  not  been  shown,  or  even  rendered  probable,  that  the  silver 
grain  has  any  powers  of  expansion  materially  different  from  those 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  vegetable;  and  no  attempt  bas  been  made 
to  enable  us  to  imagine  in  what  manner  this  alternate  expansiou 
and  contraction,  if  it  actually  took  place,  could  operate  at  all 
upon  the  sap,  much  less  how  its  magnitude  could  by  any  means 
be  adequate  to  the  production  of  such  a  force  as  would  be  reqiiired*. 
In  short  we  must  be  contented,  for  the  present,  with  confessing  our 
total  ignorance  of  the  means  by  which  the  sap  is  propelled,  being 
only  assured  that  every  theory,  which  has  yet  been  advmiced  to 
explain  it,  is  without  foundation.  As,  however,  the  roots  must 
attract  moisture,  and  absorb  it  into  their  pores,  with  a  certain  force, 
whether  of  a  mechanical,  chemical,  electricial,  or  vital  nature,  it 
is  not  impossible  that  the  new  substance,  thus  attracted,  may 
dimply  urge  onwards  the  former  contents  of  the  vessels,  as  a  con- 
dition indispensable  to  its  introduction;  and  it  appears  to  us  that 
this  conjecture,  if  it  does  not  afford  much  of  a  satisfactory  expla- 
nation, IS  at  least  liable  to  no  positive  objection.  The  evaporatioa. 
from  the  leaves  must  aUo  tend  to  co-operate  in  promoting  the 
accent  of  the  sap  where  the  natural  connexion  is  preserved,  since 
it  must  produce  a  capillary  suction  so  much  the  more  powerful, 
as  the  tubes  concerned  are  smaller,  and  consequently  capable  of 
drawing  up  the  sap  to  a  height  almost  unlimited ;  but  not  of 
forcing  it  upwards  in  the  manner  that  the  sap  of  vegetables  is 
forced  up  in  experiments :  similar  to  those  of  Dr.  Hales.  The 
remainder  of  the  lecture  is  principally  chemical :  we  shall  only 
extract  the  result  of  one  process  lately  discovered. 

*  Mr.  Cruikshank,  by  exposing  syrap  to  a  substance  named  phos- 
phuret  of  lime,  which  has  a  great  tendency  to  decompose  water,  con- 
verted a  part  of  the  sugar  into  a  matter  analogous  to  mucilage:  and 
Mr.  Kirchof,  recently,  has  converted  starch  into  sugar ^by  a  very.simpie 
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process,  tkat  of  boiling  in  very  diluted  sulfuric  acid.  The  proportions 
are  100  parts  of  starch,  400  parts  of  water,  and  1  part  of  sulfuric  acid 
by  weight.  The  mixture  is  to  be  kept  boiling  for  40  hours;  the  loss  of 
water  by  evaporatipn,  being  supplied  by  new  quantities.  The  acid  is 
to  be  neutralised  by  lime,  and  the  sugar  crystallized  by  cooling.  This 
experiinent  has  been  tried  with  success  by  many  persons.  Dr.  Tuthill, 
from  a  pound  and  a  half  of  potatoe  starch,  procured  a  pound  and  a 
quarter  of  crystalline  brown  sugar ;  which  he  conceives  possessed  pro- 
j^rties  intermediate  between  cane  sugar  and  grape  sugar.  The  acid  is 
decomposed,  and — no  elastic  matter  is  set  free.' — p.  128. 

We  must  also '  make  a  short  extract  from  the  very  interesting 
table  of  the  quantities  of  nutritive  matter  afforded  by  different 
substances. — P.  150. 


In  1000  parts  of 

Soluble 

Mucifage 

Sugar. 

Gluten  or 

Extract 

matter. 

or  Starch. 

Albumen. 

Middlesej^  wheat 

955 

765 

190 

Spring  wheat 

940 

700 

240 

l^lildewed  whea^ 

210 

178 

32 

Barley 

920 

790 

70 

60 

Rye 

792 

64j 

38 

109 

Oats 

743 

641 

15 

S7 

Peas 

574 

501 

22 

35 

16 

Beans 

570 

426 

103 

4i 

Potatoes 

f260 
'200 

5200 
1155 

520 
ll5 

^40 
;  30 

Red  beet 

148 

14 

121 

14 

White  beet 

136 

13 

119 

4 

Parsnips 

99 

9 

90 

Carrots 

9S 

3 

95- 

Swedish  turnips 

64 

9 

51 

2 

«^ 

Common  turnips 

42 

7 

34 

1 

Cabbage 

73 

41 

24 

8 

Fertile  meadow  grass 

78 

65 

6 

r 

Fiorin 

54 

46 

5 

1 

2 

Florin  cut  in  winter 

76 

64 

8 

1 

3 

Perennial  rye  grass 

39 

26 

4 

5 

Meadow  fox  tail  grass 

33 

24 

3 

6 

Broad  leaved  clover 

39 

31 

3 

2 

9 

Sainfoin 

39 

28 

2 

3 

6 

Lucem 

23 

18 

1 

4 

In  the  analysis  of  such  substances,  the  gluten  is  separated  by 
kneading  or  rubbing  them  with  water,  so  as  to  form  it  into  a 
coherent  mass;  the  starch  is  deposited  by  the  water  thus  employed; 
the  remaining  solution,  when  heated,  often  affords  flakes  of  albu- 
ipen ;  die  extract  mixed  with  the  sugar  may  be  separated  from  it 
either  by  crystallizing  the  sugar,  first  dissolved  in  alcohol,  or  by 
boiling  die  mixture  long,  in  contact  with  the  air,  which  will  render 
d«  extract  insol^le. 
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The  most  important  part  of  the  fourth  liecture  is  that  which 
relates  to  the  analysis-  of  soils^  and  M'e  shall  endeavour  to  reduce 
the  author's  directions  on  this  subject  into  a  form  somewhat  more 
concise.  ^  -r 

1.  The  soil,  previously  well  dried,  is  to  be  heated  for  10  or  12 
minutes  over  an  Argand  s  lamp,  in  a  temperature  of  300®,  which  may. 
be  ascertained  by  keeping  a  bit  of  wood  in  contact  with  the  bottom  of 
the  dish,  and  tiaking  care  that  it  be  not  charred.  If  the  loss  of  weight 
is  only  from  2J  to  5  per  cent,  the  soil  is  but  slightly  absorbent,  and 
pobably  siliceous :  when  the  soil  is  very  retentive  of  water,  the  loss 
may  ampunt  to  as  much  as  12  J  per  cent,  and  such  soils  are  generally 
either  aluminous,  or  rich  in  vegetable  or  animal  matter. 

2.  Vegetable  fibres  and  gravel  are  to  be  separated  by  sifting,  and 
their  weights  noted:  whether  the  fragment  maybe  calcarious,  effer- 
vescing with  acids,  or  siliceous,  scratching  glass,  or  aluminous,  capable 
of  being  cut  with  a  knife,  and  not  effervescing. 

3.  The  finer  parts,  thus  separated,  being  boiled  in  3  or  4  times  their 
n'eight  of  water,  the  coarsest  sand  will  fall  to  the  bottom  in  a  minute, 
the  finer  in  2  or  3:  the  parts  still  remaining  suspended  may  be  col- 
lected on  a  filter,  while  the  water  is  preserved  for  further  examination, 

4.  The  sand  may  be  examined  as  the  gravel  has  already  been: , 
the  portion  dissolved  by  muriatic  acid  being  chiefiy  calcarious,  the 
remainder  siliceous. 

'  5.  For  analysing  the  finer  parts,  they  must  be  exposed  to  the  action 
of  at  least  twice  their  weight  of  muriatic  acid,  diluted  with  twice  as 
much  water,  for  an  hour  or  two,  being  occasionally  stirred.  The  triple 
prussiate  of  potass  and  iron  must  be  adHed  as  long  as  it  throws  down 
a  blue  precipitate,  which,  when  ignited,  will  leave  pure  oxyd  of  iron, 
sometimes  mixed  with  a  little  manganese.  [We  must  not  however 
forget  to  deduct  the  iron  of  the  triple  prussiate.]  The  solution  must 
then  be  made  alkaline  by  the  neutral  carbonate  of  potass,  which  will 
precipitate  the  carbonate  of  lime:  and  by  boiling  it  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  the  carbonate  of  magnesia  will  also  be  thrown  down.  Any 
alumina  accidently  taken  up  will  be  found  with  the  lime,  and  may  be 
separated  by  boiling  the  earth  for  a  few  minutes  in  a  little  soaplees,  or 
solution  of  caustic  soda,  which  dissolves  alumina.  Sometimes  a  suffi- 
cient estimate  of  the  carbonate  of  lime  present  may  be  formed  from 
the  loss  of  weight  during  solution  in  an  acid,  the  gas  expelled  consti- 
tuting 43  per  cent  of  the  whole  carbonate. 

6.  The  parts  undissolved  by  the  acid  are  to  be  strongly  ignited  in  a 
crucible,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  nitrate  of  ammonia  if  expedition 
be  required:  the  loss  of  weight  indicating  the  quantity  of  animal  and 
vegetable  matter  present. 

7*  The  remaining  parts  will  be  principally  alumina  and  silica,  with 
oxyd  of  iron  and  manganese,  these  are  to  be  boiled  for  2  or  3  hours 
with  a  little  more  than  their  weight  of  sulfuric  acid,  diluted  with  4 
times  as  much  water,  which  will  dissolve  the  alumina  and  the  oxyds. 
The  succinate  of  ammonia  will  throw  down  the  oxyd  of  iron,  and 
fcoaplees  will  dissolve  the  alumina,  leaving  the  manganese   behind. 
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MagTwsmrand  *  y^mtf  if  present,  my  be  sepsrasbed'  as  from  ^  muiiade 
acid.  But  if  great  accuracy  be  requined  iti  ^^se  resi^t^,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  bqi^n  by  (using  the  eartbs  with,  carbonate  of  jtotassy  and 
dissolving  the  nnxture  in  muriatic  acid. 

8.  Th^  water  first  used  for  boiling  the  earth  must  be  evaporated  tot 
dryness,  with  a  moderatte  heat.  Its  appearance  and  sratell  mburnitig 
vm\  indicate  the  anhnal  or  regetabll:  origin  of  its  contents, atid  its  saline 
parts  maybe  distirtguisHed  by  the  tests  already  mentioned.  ^  The  salts 
of  pota^sa  are  distinguished  from  those  of  soda  by  thdrproducmga  pre^ 
dpitate  in  sblbtions  of  platina:  those  of  lime  are  cbaracterisred  by  tbei 
cloudiness  they  occasion  in  solutions  containing  oxalic  acid ;  thc!se  of 
niagtie^  by  being  rendered  cloudy  by  solutions  of  ammonia.  Sulfuric 
acid  is  detected  in  salt^  by  the  d^nse  white  precipitate  it  fbrms  in  solu« 
Irons  of  baritk;  muriatic  acid'  by  thb  cloudiness  it  communicated  to 
solutions  of  nitt^te  of  silvery  and  when  sialts  contain  nitric  acid,  they 
prodnjB  scintillittioils  by  being  thrown  on  burning  coals/— p.  114. 

9-  ^he  sulfate  of  lime  requires  for  its  sepamtion  an  exposure  to 
a  red  heat,  with  6rte  third^  as  much  charcoal,  fbr  half  an  hour;  the 
mixture  being  boiled  in  water  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  exposed 
to  the  atmospUere;  \vilt  deposit  ih  a  few  days  as  much  sulfate  of  lime 
as  previously  existed' in  the  soiK  Aftter  this  process,  phosphate  of  lime 
way  be  detected  by  digesting  the  earths  in  muriatic  acid,  and  evapora-* 
ting*  the  solution  -,  the  mass  will  all  be  soltibie  in  water  except  the 
phosphate.  This  examination  is  independent  of  the  former  processes, 
in  which  these  salts  are  confounded  with  the  carbonateof  lime;  so 
that  where  they  have  been  discovered,  their  weight  must  be  deducted 
Abm  that  of  the  carbonate.     ^  *" 

"Riem  isr  tt  great  vatiety  ia  the  ccntipMMoii'  of  soils-  that  tmr 
ettrmtveiy  fertiie.  Thus  a  good  turnips  soil  from  Ifblkhmk  con^ 
tEiintd  I  of  siliceous  sand:  the  rest  consisted  of 

Carboaate  of  lime         —        63 
SiKca         —        —        —     15 
'Alumiiw  -^        —        1^ 

Oxyd  of  iroRr  — ^        --^    3» 

Vegetable  amd-  saline  nwtttor  S 
Moistwre     — ^        — .        -*    5 

All  excellent  wheat  sdil  from  Middlesex  afforded  |  of  sand^ 
ibe  rest  was 

Carbonate  of  Kme  —  SS 
Silica^  —  —  —  Sit 
Alunaina  —        —        9Q 

Orjganic  matter  and  moistwre     11 

A  soil  contaiuing  ^  of  saod  will  produce  a  tolerable  crop  of 
turnips;  but  a  much  greater  proportion  causes  total  sterility:  thus 
in  a  part  of  Bagsbot  heatli  destitute  of  all  vegetable  cov^ing,  ^^ 
only  of  the  soil  was  la  the  form  of  ao  impalpable  powdor;  and  iT 

aay 


Digitized  by 


Google 


id  14. '  l>avy*5  Agricultural  (^herhktryi  ife^ 

lEihy  one  constituent  part  or  a'  soil  forms  as  ihucli  as  jj  of  the 
n^hole,  it  is  unfit'  for  healthy  vegetation. 

Dark  soils  are  more  fertile,  because  more  heated  by  the  siin'd 
hiys,  than  paler.  The  power  of  absorbing  moisture  a{ipears  to 
be  almost  constantly  proportional  to  the  goodness  of  the  soil, 
and  may  afford  a  useful  mode  of  comparison.  When  dried  at  th6 
heat  of  boiling  water,  and  theii  exposed  to  an  atmosphere  saturated 
Mrith  moisture,  as  within  a  wet  jar,  at  62°,  1000  grains  gain  from 
lO  tb  20  m  att  hour,  when  the  land  is  good;  and  inferior  sbils 
from  3  to  8. 

*  In  instances  where  successive  generations  of  Vegefables  have  gfowu 
upon  a  soil,  unless  J)art  of  their  produce  has  been  carried  off  by  man, 
or  consumed  by  animalsj  the  vegetable  matter  increases  in  sudi  a 
proportion  that  the  soil  approaches  to  a  peat  in  its  nature;  and  if  in  a 
situation  where  it  can  receive  water  from  a  higher  district,  it  becomes" 
spongy  and  permeated  with  that  fluid,  and  is  gradually  rendered 
incapable  of  supporting  the  nobler  classes  of  vegetables. 
,  '  Many  peat-mosses  seem  to  have  been  formed  by  the  destruction 
of  forests,  in  consequence  of  the  imprudent  use  of  the  hatchet  by 
the  early  cultivators  of  the  country  in  which  they  exist;  when  the. 
trees  are  felled  in  the  out-skirts  of  a  wood,  those  of  the  interior  [are]* 
exposed  to  the  wind,  and  having  been  accustomed  to  shelter,  become, 
unhealthy  and  die  in  their  new  situation ;  and  their  leaves  and. 
branches,  gradually  decomposing,  produce  a  stratum  of  vegetable 
matter.  In  many  of  the  great  bogs  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  thie  larger 
trees  that  are  found  Jn  the  out-skirts  of  them  bear  the  marks  of  having 
been  felled.  In  the  interior  few  entire  trees  are  found;  and  the 
canse  is,  problbly,L  that  they  fell  by  gradual  decay;  arid  that  the 
fermentation  and  decomposition  of  the  vegetable  matter  was  most 
rapid  where  it  was  in  the  greatest  quantity.' — p.  190. 

The  properties  of  soils  with  respect  to  mdisturfe  are  often 
corrected  or  deteriorated  by  those  of  th^  sub-soils  on  \i^hich  the^ 
rest,  and  which  therefore  requine  also  to  be  considered  by  the  agn- 
cfulturist.  Soils  may  generally  be  improved  by  attending  to  the 
itn  perfections  distoverable  by  a  comparison  with  more  fertile 
soils  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  endeavouring  to  obviate  them 
by  the  addition  of  chalk,  clay,  peat,  or  sand,  according  to  circum- 
stances. Where^^a  salt  of  iron,  or  any  acid  substance  is  present,  it 
may  be  readily  corrected  by  the  application,  of.  lime,  as  a  *  top 
dressing,'  which  will  decompose!  the  one>  and  neutralise  the  other. 
The  cursory  view  of  the  rocks  and  strata  firom  whifcli  soils  arfe 
derived,  is  much  too  condensed  to  admit  of  abridgment. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  fifth*  lecture  is  occupied  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  mutual  effects  of  vegetables  and  the  atmosphere. 
It  appears  not  yet  to  be  altogether  decided  whether  or  no  plants'  « 
in  general  have  ari)r  material  effect  in  purifying  the  air  \  our  author 
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fpllows  t^riestley  and  logenhousz  in  maintainkig  the  affirmative: 
Mr.  D.  EUis  and  others  are  inclined  to  believe  dwt  snch  an  opera* 
tien  is  only  partial  and  accidental;  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  afford  carbonic  acid  being  equally  common  with  those  iu 
which  they  absorb  it,  and  furnish  oxygen.  It  is  however  allowed 
on  all  sides,  that  an  atmosphere  overcharged  with  carbonic  acid 
is  purified  by  the  sum  of  all  these  effects,  and  there  will  always 
be  a  presumption  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that  such  a  power, 
existing  iu  nature,  is  commonly  employed  for  some  beneficial 
purpose :  on  the  other  hand,  our  author's  statement  of  the  effect 
of  the  sou.th-Yr.estem  gales,  in  bringing  air  to  our  climates  from 
*  the  vast  forests  and  savannas  of  South  America,'  p.  230,  appears 
to  be  altogether  imaginary:  and  if  these  ^ministrations,'  ^formerly 
referred  to  the  wrath  of  heaven,'  had  been  actually  intended  for 
supportuig  '  the  order  and  harmony  of  our  system,'  it  is  probable 
that  the  trade  winds,  which  constantly  blow  in  a  contrary  direction^ 
would  not  have  been  suffered  to  intervene. 

The  whole  doctrine  of  manures,  which  is  very  elegantly  treated 
in  the  sixth  and  seventh  lectures,  is  deduced  from  the  fundamental 
principle  that  plants  require  something  more  than  pure  water  for 
their  food,  and  are  capable  of  actually  imbibing  those  elementarjt 
substances  which  are  presented  to  their  roots,  and  which  appear 
not  to  act  merely  as  stunuli,  like  many  of  the  agents  concerned  in 
animal  life,  but  to  afford  them  nutriment,  and  to  become  a  part  of 
their  substance.  In  answer  to  Braconnot's  experiments,  which 
seem  to  exhibit  a  contrary  result,  and  which  are  considered  by 
many  philosophers  on  the  continent  as  perfectly  satis£Actory,  Sir 
H.  Davy  observes^ 

'  I  have  found  that  common  distilled  water  is  far  from  being  free 
from  saline  impr^ations.  In  analysing  it  by  voltaic  eld^ctricity,  I 
procured  from  it  alkalies  and  earths;  and  many  <^  the  combinatioiis 
of  metab  wkh  chlorine  are  extremely  volatile  substances.  When  dis- 
tilled water  is  supplied  in  an  unlimited  manner  to  plants,  it  may  furnish 
to  them  a  number  of  different  substances,  which  though  in  quantities 
scarcely  perceptible  in  the  water,  may  accumulate  in  the  plant,  which 
probably  perspires  only  pure  water. 

*  In  1801,  I  made  an  experiment  on  the  growth  of  oats,  supplied 
with  a  limited  quantity  of  <listilled  water,  in  a  soircomposed  of  pure 
carbonate  of  lime.  The  soil  and  the  water  were  placed  in  a  vessel  of 
iron,  which  was  included  in  a  large  jar  connected  with  the  free  atmos- 
phere by  a  tube,  so  curved  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  dust, 
or  fluid,  or  solid  matter  from  entering  into  the  jar.  My  object  was  to. 
ascertain  whether  anv  siliceous  earth  would  be  formed  in  the  process 
of  vegetation;  but  the  oats  grew  very  feebly,  and  began  to  be  yellow 
^before  anv  flowers  formed ;  the  entire  plants  were  burnt  and  their  ashes 
€ompareo  with  those  from  an  equal  number  of  grams  of  oat.    Less 
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siliceous  earth  was  given  by  the  plants  than  by  the  grains,  but  their 
ashes  yielded  much  more  carbonate  of  lime.  That  there  was  less 
siliceous  earth>  I  attribute  to  the  circumstance  of  the  husk  of  the  oat 
being  thrown  off  in  germination;  and  this  is  the  part  which  most 
abounds  in  silica.  Healthy  green  oats  taken  from  a  growing  crop,  in  a 
£eld  of  which  the  soil  was  a  fine  sand,  yielded  siliceous  earth  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  an  equal  weight  of  the  corn  artificially  raised.' 

*  The  general  results  of  this  experiment  are  very  much  opposed  to 
the  idea  of  the  composition  of  the  earths,  by  plants,  from  any  of  the 
elements  found  in  the  atmosphere,  or  in  water ;  and  there  are  other  facts 
contradictory  to  the  idea.  Jacquin  states  that  the  ashes  of  glass-wort 
(sakoha  soda)  when  it  grows  in  inland  situations,  afibrd  the  vegetable 
alkali ;  when  it  grows  on  the  sea  shore,  where  compounds  which  afford 
the  fossil  or  marine  alkali  are  more  abundant,  it  yields  that  substance. 
Du  Hamel  found,  that  plants,  which  usually  grow  on  the  sea  shore, 
qiade  little  progress,  when  planted  in  soils  containing  little  conunoa 
salt.  The  sun-flower,  when  growing  in  lands  containing  no  nitre,  does 
not  afford  that  substance;  though  when  watered  by  a  solution  of 
nitre,  it  yields  nitre  abundantly.  The  tables  of  de  Saussure,  referred 
to  in  the  third  lecture,  show  that  the  ashes  of  plants  are  similar  in 
constitution  to  the  soils  in  which  they  have  vegetated. 

*  De  Saussure  made  plants  grow  in  solutions  of  different  salts,  and 
he  ascertained  that  in  all  cases,  certain  portions  of  the  salts  were 
absorbed  by  the  plants,  and  found  unaltered  in  their  organs.^ 

*  Even  animals  do  not  appear  to  possess  the  power  of  forming;  the 
alkaline  and  earthy  substances.  Dr.  Fordyce  found  that  when  canary 
birds,  at  the  time  they  were  laying  eggs,  were  deprived  of  access  t^ 
the  carbonate  of  lime,  their  eggs  had  soft  shells/ — p.  31K 

It  has  beeti  observed  that  saccharine  and  mucilaginotis  fluids 
have  sometimes  been  injurious  to  vegetation^  but  it  appears  from- 
our  author's  experiments,  that  this  effect  depends  only  on  their  too 
great  concentration,  and  that  weak  solutions  materially  promote 
the  growth  of  vegetables  watered  with  them. 

From  these  principles,  the  various  success  which  has  attended 
the  employment  of  gypsum  as  a  manuce  is  satisfactorily  explained. 
This  substance  b  found  in  the  adies  of  sainfoin,  clover,  and  rye 
grass,  asd  it  constitutes  a  considerable  part  of  the  bulk  of  peat 
ashes,  which  are  used  in  many  countries  as  a  top  dressing  for  these 
grasses  :  but  where  the  soil  already  contains  enough  of  gypsum, 
and  for  crops  of  other  descriptions,  it  is  of  little  or  no  use  as  a 
manure. 

The  fermentation  of  manures  Sir  H.  Davy  thinks  only  so  far 
useful,  as  it  tends  to  promote  the  solution  of  substances  odierwise 
insoluble,  and  on  the  other  hand  very  generally  injurious,  by  dis« 
ttpating  some  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  substances  con* 
cerned.  Hence  he  very  judiciously  insists  on  the  propriety  of  car- 
rying imd  ploiig^og  in  manures  in  the  fir^t  sU^  of  their  fermenn 
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tMion,  or  eveq  before  its  oommeiicement ;  h^t  heBoenis.miieli  to 
ovemile  the  effect  of  the  heat  which  this  fennentalion  is  supposed 
to  evolve,  in  raising  the  temperature  of  the  soil ;  since,  when  the 
ihanupe  is  so  much  scattered,  its  heat  can  scarcely  ever  become 
sensible.  Thus,  supposing  a  dunghill  to  jemain  (&r  three  months 
9t  a  temperature  of  100^  above  that  of  the  atmosphere,  we  must 
recollect  Ifa^t,  if  mixed  with  the  soil  to  be  manured,  it  will  not 
only  communicate  its  heat  to  matter  ten  times  ^  buLky  as  itself, 
but  also  e;cpose  to  the  atmosphere  a  surface  a  hundred  times  as 
great  as  in  its  original  state ;  so  that  the  actual  elevation  of  tempe- 
ratline  could  scarcely  he  one-t^nth  of  a  degree,  even  if  the  fermen- 
tation proceeded  as  ra^pidly,  and  in  a  foim  equciUy  fi^vouraUe  .to 
the  production  of  heat. 

Peat,  tanners'  spent  bark,  and  saw  dqst  are  benefited  by  fer? 
mentation  M4th  a  certain  portion  of  dung,  buft  scarcely  any  odier 
manures  seem  to  require  it.  Our  author  even  suggests  that  straw 
flight  be  more  beneficial,  if  chopped  and  simply  plowed  into  the 
Ian<j,  than  when  carried  to  the-duughiU  :  but  he  very  properly  states 
ihis  merely  as  a  conjecture  hint.  -Prfictice,  it  pppe^rs^  i^  no  less^ 
^vpuraUe  than  theory  to  this  doctrine :  Mr.  Young,  in  his  Essay 
cm  Manures,  adduces  many  proofs  of  it^  truth;  and  Mr.  Coke  ha^ 
entirely  abandoned  the  old  system  of  em^Joying  fermented  dung^ 
zjad  has  succeeded  in  obtuning  crops  equally  plentiful  with  half  the 
^consumption  of  manure.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  dung 
be  kept  as  dry  ^3  possible  before  its  application ;  and  that  it  be 
turned  over  and  spread,  whenever  the  heat  of  the  dunghiU  rises 
Ikbove  100°,  or  when  a  piece  of  paper,  moistened  wikii  muriatic 
acid,  and  h^d  over  it,  emits  dense  fumes,  indicating  the  ^trics|tiaii 
of  amniionia. 

The  conversion  of  a  vegetable  autbstance  into  ashes  by  com* 
bustion  may  sometimes  increase  its  fertilising  power,  from  an  in-t 
creased  facility  of  affording  carbonic  aci(^ :  for  (jir^t  e^^peiimonts 
have  shown,  that  charcoal,  when  moist,  is  capable  of  slowly  ah** 
sorbing  oxygen,  ^d  enitering  intq  combinalW  with  it* 

Quicklime,  Sir  Humpiify  Davy  cdiservies,  is  of  use  in  pcon^o^ting 
Ifae  solution  of  m^oy  inflolubie.aoimdi  and  ve^tsdil^  substances ; 
^d  where  these  abound  in  the  soil^  its  application  jm^y  be  bene- 
ficial :  m  other  cases  it  may  t^  even  injurious ;  f<^  some  soli^de 
matters  are  made  insoluble  by  lime,  and  the  decomposition  of 
others  is  too  much  accelerated  by  it.  Where  ihe  lime  has  beeq 
exposed  to  the  air,  so  as  to  form  chalk,'  it  can  oiily  be  useful  by 
improving  the  constitution  of  the  soil.  Magnesia  remains  caustic 
longer  than  lime,  and  in  this  state  it  appears,  as  Mr.  Teni^  .Qb;T 
served,  to  be  poisonous  to  jidants ;  where^  however,  die  soil  is  Ki^, 
and  capable  of  supplying  Gadtionic  acid  in^abundwQi^f  ihf  magnes^ 
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4s  soon  rendened  haM  and  innocrat.  It  isoften  ^ontameA  in  what 
is  caHed  liot  limey  and  some  sikHi  limes  make  ^excellent  manure, 
especially  for  pe^t  soils. 

The  principal  utility  of  lima  in  mortar  depends  upon  the  hard- 
ness derived  from  the  :slow  al>;9Qrp4iati  of  oanhonic  acid  it'om  the 
-atiDoafAere :  a  part,  hawever,  of  ilhe  change  must  beraltiihftited 
to  its  orystatiizatioD  with  .water,  in  the  same  marnier  as  plaster  a( 
Paris  is  hardened.  In  mortars  .empl<x3;(ed  under  water,  as  uic^l  as 
in  tarras  and  cements  of  vanous  kinds,  containing  oxyd  of  irooiin 
abundance,  the  whole  effect  appears  to  depend  ouxrystalltzation,: 
unless,  if  we  may  hazard  such  a  ooi^ectucc;,  ihe  absonption  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  osygen  enables  the  iron  to  contribute  .esaeotih 
ally  to  the  solidity. 

The  process  of  burning  land  is  discussed  in  the  eightli  lecture ; 
and  is  recommended  either  where  the  soil  is  too  retentive  of  mois- 
ture, or  where  the  vegetable  matter  is  in  too  great  quantity,  con- 
stituting from  -I-  to  I  of  the  whole  weight :  but  barren  and  sandy 
soils  have  sometimes  been  injured  almost  irrecoverably  by  burning. 
Fallowing  is  considered  as  no*  otherwise  advisable  tlian  for  the  de- 
fitruction  of  weeds,  and  the  pulverisation  of  the  soi^,  and  Jiot  as 
^enaUipg  the  ground  to  absorb  any  thing  benefkial  from  t^he  atmos- 
phere. It  has  been  in  great  measure: superseded  >by  ithe. succession 
of  crops,  adop(((3d  by  the  onost  judicious  modem  .agriculturists. 

*  It  is  a  great  advantage  in  the  convertible  system  of  cultivation, 
that  the  whole  of  the  manureis  employed  ;  and  that  those  parts  of  it, 
which  are  not  fitted  for  one  crop,  remain  as  nourishment  for  another. 
Thus,  ]Q  Mr.  Coke's  course  of  crops,  the  turnip  is  the  first  in.fhe.order 
of  succession ;  and^bis  crop  is  manured  with  recent  dung,  which  im- 
mediately affords  sufficient  soluble  matter  for  its  nourishment ;  and  tht^ 
heat  produced  io  fermentation  assists  the  germination  of  thE;  sofd  and 
the  growth  of  the  plant.  After  turnips,  barley  with  f^mss  iceds  is 
sown;  and  the  land,  having  been  little  exhausted  by  the  turnip  crop, 
affords  the  soluble  parts  of  the  decomposing  manure  to  the  ^rain.  Tlie 
grasses,  rye  grass,  and  clover  remain,  which  derive  a  small  part  only  of 
their  organized  matter  from  the  soil,  and  probably  cunsiimt;  thegypsiun 
in  the  manure,  which  would  be  useless  to  otht  j-  crops :  these  plants 
likewito,  by  their  large  systems  of  leaves,  absorb  a  considerable  quan« 
tity  of  nourishment  from  the  atmosphere ;  and  when  ploughed  in. at  the 
end  of  two  years,  the  decay  of  their  roots  and  leaves  affords  manure  for 
the  wheat  crop  ;  and  at  this  period  of  the  course,  the  woody  fibre  of 
ihe  farm-yard  manure,  which  contains  the  phosphate  of  lime,  and  the 
other  difficultly  soluble  pacts,  js  broken  down :  and  as  soon  as  the  most 
exhausting  crop  is  taken,  recent  manure  is  again  applied. 

'  Mr.  Gregg,  whose  very  enlightened  system  of  cultivation  has  been 
published  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  who  has  the  merit  of  first 
adopting  a  plan  similar  to  Mr.  Coke's  upon  strong  clays,  suffers  the 
ground,  after  barley,  to  remain  at  rest  for  t\vo  years  in  grass;  sows 
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l>eas  and  btens  on  the  l^ys ;  ploughs  in  the  pea  or  beioi  stubble  for 
wheat;  and  in  some  instances,  follows  his  wheat  crops  by  a  course  of 
winter  tares  and  winter  barley,  which  is  eat  off  in  the  spring,  before 
the  land  is  sowed  for  turnips/ — p.  356. 

Sir  Humphry  Davy  approves  of  Mr.  BakewelFs  principles  re- 
specting the  treatment  of  sheep^  by  increasing  the  natural  quan- 
tity of  yolk^  where  it  is  a  principal  object  to  make  the  wool  fine ; 
and  he  recommends  for  this  purpose  a  little  soap  of  potass,  or  soft 
soap,  with  excess  of  grease,  as  every  way  preferable  to  the  com- 
position employed  by  Mr.  Bakewell. 

From  the  very  copious  and  valuable  Appendix,  we  shall  ab- 
stract a  table,  which  will  present  our  readers  with  ihe  most  im- 
portant of  its  results. 

Table  of  the  Founds  ofnutritvce  Matter  tj^brded  by  an  Acre  of  the  most 
productive  Grasses. 
Grasses.  Cut  in  flower*    Cut  in  seed.    Latter  math. 

Poa  aquadca  4945 


Trifolium  macrorrhizum,  (clover 
Pestuca  eiatior 

) 
•3988 

4211 
2393 

978 

Festuca  calamaria 

3829 

2393 

Phleum  pratense 

1595 

3669 

298 

Elymus  arenarius  (^  sugar) 

3403 

Holcus  mollis 

2393 

1154 

Bromus  sterilis 

2340 

Bromus  littoreus 

973 

2084 

Trifolium  pratense  (clover) 

1914 

Dactylis  cynosupoides 

1898 

Phalaris  canariensis 

1876  . 

Bromus  multiflorus 

1755 

Arundo  coiorata 

1702 

Medicago  sativa  (lucern) 

1659 

Holcus  odoratus 

611 

1600 

1130 

Dactylis  glomerata 

1089 

1452 

282 

Poa  angustifolia 

1430 

701 

Hordeum  bulbosum 

1303 

Holcus  lanatus 

1191 

819 

Poa  fertilis  B 

734 

1170 

112 

Poa  fertilis  A 

1053 

Agrostis  stolonifera 

968 

1042 

Elymus  geniculatus 

1036 

Festuca  dijriuscula 

1005 

447 

199 

Festuca  pratensis 

957 

447 

Lolium  perenne 

306 

643 

53 

Avena  flavescens 

479 

431 

80 

Cynosurus  cristatus 

407 

479 

Alopecurus  pratensis 

133 

461 

255 

Hedysarum  onobrychis  (sainfoin) 

346 

Poa 
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Grasses.                                      Cot  io  flower.    Cat  in  seed.  Latter  roatfa. 

Poa  trivialis  234               336  223 

Anthoxanthum  odoratum  122              311  239 

Poapratensis  279              199  H^ 

Avena  elatior                                                 ^       255  266 
Agrostis  vulgaris                                                   251 

Festuca  ovina                                                     128  €6 

In  a  few  instances,  and  but  in  a  few,  we  are  disposed  to  enter- 
tain opinions  somewhat  different  from  Sir  Humphry  Davy's.  We 
should  not  have  spoken  so  undecidedly  respecting  Dr.  Thomson  s 
use  of  silicated  potass  as  a  test  of  gum.  p.  74.  We  have  in  vaia 
attempted  to  precipitate  a  recent  solution  of  gum  with  this  sub- 
stance, and  we  imaged  that  Sir  Humphry  Davy  would  have 
agreed  with  us  in  attributing  the  effect,  when  it  takes  place,  to  the 
accidental  presence  of  some  acid,  whether  produced  by  fermenta- 
tion or  otherwise.  When  we  read  of  37  proportions  of  hydrogen^ 
21  of  charcoal,  and  one  of  oxygen,  as  constituting  wax,  p.  96; 
we  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  idea  of  symmetry  as  the  foundation 
of  the  atomic  system  of  combination,  must  be  wholly  lost,  and 
that  in  cases  so  complicated,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from 
referring  in  any  manner  to  the  appropriate  or  equivalent  weights^ 
The  prussic  acid  has  been  lately  obtained,  not  ^  only'  in  the  state 
of  a  Uquid,  like  the  ^  acetic  and  malic,'  p.  106,  but  also  in  that  of 
an  elastic  fluid.  For*  vetches,  viciafaba,*  p.  116,  we  must  read 
beans.  ^  It  was  not  the  *  acetate'  or  *  sugar  of  lead,'  p.  133,  but  a 
subacetate,  that  Mr.  Brande  employed  for  precipitating  the  co- 
louring and  acid  matter  of  wines.  We  are  somewhat  surprised  to 
find  the  turnip  fly  denominated,  p.  217>  'an  insect  of  the  coly* 
optera  genus,  instead  of  the  coleopterous  order.  Some  other  simi- 
lar errors  of  less  imp<(irmice  we  omit  to  mention ;  but  we  must 
observe  that  our  author  seems  to  be  mistaken  respecting  the  infe-* 
rence  from  the  experiments  of  Montgolfier,  when  he  says  that  they 
/  have  shown,  that  water  may  be  raised  almost  to  an  indefinite 
height  by  a  very  small  force,  provided  its  pressure  be  taken  off  by 
continued  divisions  in  the  column  of  fluid :'  for  in  fact  nothing 
more  would  be  gained  by  such  a  subdivision,  than  by  lessening  the 
diameters  of  the  columns  concerned. 

If  any  of  our  agricultural  readers  should  deem  our  abstract  of 
this  interesting  work  too  meagre  to  satisfy  their  curiosity,  we  trust 
that  they  will  be  induced  by  its  deficiency  to  study  with  the  more 
attention  the  original  lectures,  and  the  science  to  w^hich  they  relate ; 
at  the  same  time  we  are  willing  to  hope,  that  we  have  selected 
some  facts,  and  some  principles,  which  cannot  fsul  of  being  prac-? 
tically  useful,  as  far  as  their  influence  extends. 

Art, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(        8M       J  lOIrf, 

AiiT.V.  i.  The  Works  of  Confucius,  containing  the  Original 
Text,  with  a  Translation.  By  J.  Marshman.  v  ol.  I.  Seram- 
pore,  printed  M  the  Mission-press.     1809. 

2.  Hora  Sinica:  Translations  from  the  Popular  Literature  of 
the  Chinese,  By  the  Rev.  Robert  Morrison^  Protestunt  Mis- 
sionary at  Caoton.     London^  1812. 

^T^HE  remarjc  of  Sir  WSliam  Jones  that  ^  it  is  -to  our  French 
-**  neighbours  we  are  indebted  for  almost  every  effort  that  has 
iieen  made  to  elucidate  the  language  and  literature  of  *Ohin^, 
however  just  in  his  time,  has  at  kngth^  we  think,  ceased  to  be 
jiOw  Willm  the  last  twenty  years  our  own  countrymen  have  paid 
off  with  interest  to  this  '  neighbour'  the  literary  debt  of  two 
cenfuries.  Without  meaning  to  speak  lightly  of  ^  laborious 
attention  whidi  4he  Italian,  tb<s  Portugueze,  and  the  Spanish  mis«* 
siomuies,  as  well  as  those  from  France,  have  bestowed  on  ^e 
history,  customs,  'laws,  and  reputed  ancient  literature  of  'Ohina, 
we  may  >be  permitted  to  say  that  to  lew,  if  to  any  of  'themy 
can  be  assigned  the  merit  of  having  directed  their  philological 
studies  to  any  one  point  of  practical  utility.  In  giving  us  abun* 
cbtnee  of  ^eories  and  ingenious  speculations,  they  have  taken  good 
care  not  to  overwhelm  us  with  such  lights  as  might  enalble  us  to 
pronounce  ajudgment  on  the  justness  of  their  conclusions.  Indeed 
Ihe  authenticity  of  many  of  their  communications  has  often  %een 
cdled  in  question — >less  perhaps  from  4he  matter  of  Aem  -thaiifrom 
an  a^>arently  studied  concealment  of  the  means  that  might  enti^te 
the  learned  and  studious  of  Europe  to  examine  the  originals.  The 
ingenious  dissertations  of  Messrs.  De  Guignes  and  Freret  in  ^Sae 
Acadinde  des  Inscriptions  et  Belles  Letires,  wiA  silt  their  plausiKle 
theories  and  conjectures^  were  calculated  *!&  perpl^-raftfier^hanto 
dttcidate ;  attd  the  copious  contributions  of  tlie  fathers  Amiot  and 
C^»ot  in  the  ^  Mimoires  sur  les  Chinois*  are  too  diffuse,  and  -their 
notions  of  every  thing  Chinese  too  refined,  to  -afford  anyiielp  to-» 
wards  the  promotion  of  CSiin^Hteraturein  Europe,  or  the  attain- 
pkexkt  even  o^f  the  Chinese  language.  Indeed,  if  we  except  the  glean- 
ings of  Bayer  in  his  Musaum  Sitticum,  and  -the  more  systematic 
but  studiously  obscure  Meditationes  Sinica  of  Fourmont,  not  one 
of  our  ^  French  neighbour^*  iias  favoured  the  vwrld  with  any  thing 
IB  the  shape  of  an  introductory  or  grammatieal  treatise  on  this  siiH 
gular  language,  or  with  that  indispensable  iie^  towards  the  ^tain^ 
ment  of  every  foreign  language,  a  dictionary.  In  short  they  have 
given  us  a  profusion  of  the  garnish  of  Chinese  literature,  but  totally 
oofiitted  "die  substantiid  and  wholesome  part  of  it  whic^h  cocd.d 
Ubne  contribute  to  the  growth  tind  nourishment  of  ^  ii|teUecttt4 
faculties. 
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The  missionaries^  however,  may,  for  aught  we  Jmow  to  t}ie,co|pr 
trary,  be  entitled  to  the  merit  of  good  intentions,  and  it  is  qertam 
that  persons  were  not  wanting  in  France  to  follow  up  those 
intentions.  Fourmonthad  prepared,  at  a  considerable  expense  of 
money  and  time,  a  collection  of  types  or  dies,  and  arranjged  thei^  ia 
proper  order  for  printing  a  Chinese  dictionary.  These  types  at  hi3 
death  were  transferred  to  De  Guignes  and  Deshauterayes,  with  « 
view  to  the  publication  of  the  projected  work ;  but  either  from  the 
want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  subject,  or,  which  is  jpuost  likely, 
of  sufficient  funds,  the  work  made  little  or  fio  progress^  Tbe 
task  then  de;volved  on  M.  Langl^s,  but,  as  far  as  we  know,  with  no 
better  success,  though  ostensibly  patroiuzed  by  the  late  French 
l*yler. 

A  German  quack,  of  the  name  of  Hager,  having,  by  impi&dence 
pT  adulation,  obtained  the  more  effectual  support  of  JBuoiiapacte, 
figured  for  a  time  in  what,  in  Paris,  passed  for  Chinese  literature^ 
With  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  even  of  that  lauv 
guage,  h&  contrived  to  print  two  very  expensive  works,  the  one  on 
the  Mythology  of  China,  and  the  other  on  its  Numismatics.  These 
two  volumes  were  compilations  from  the  writings  oi  Europeans,  inr 
terspersed  with  wild  theories  and  fauciful  conjectures  .of  bis  owiu 
They  nv^y  be  deemed  by  some  as  curious,  but  can  be  of  no  poa** 
aible  use  to  the  student  of  Chinese  literature. 

In  Berlin  the  zealous  and  enthusiastic  Montucci  appears  to  tmvo 
^dded  largely  to  his  stock  of  Chinese  literature  siince  hi3  publicar 
lions  in  England,  as  well  as  considerably  to  have  improved  his 
taste.  He  has  not  only  printed  a  Latin  dissertation  ^  J)e  Studiis. 
^^nicis/  and  ^  Memarques  Philologiques,  Sfc.^  but  has  made,  as  i^ 
wo^ld  sciem,  some  progress  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  Chinese  dicr 
^nary,  consisting  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  of  such  cbar^ctera  af 
IM*.e  most  comnionly  in  use.  If,  as  we  have  understood,  he  is  in 
po^se9sion  of  the  manuscript  copy  of  a  Chinese  dictionary  belongs 
Ing  to  ((he  late  Cardinal  Antonelli,  of  the  College  De  Propa^anw 
Fide  at  Naples,  and  which  was  lent  to  Lord  Macartney  on  his  emf 
l^issy  to  China,  we  believe  he  could  not  possibly  perform  a  more 
l|9^ful  service  to  all  those  who  have  any  desire  to  study  the  langi;i$i^ 
t^n  by  priqting  a  facsimile  of  that  excellent  compilation;  wo4 
}^  familiar  dialogues  in  Chinese,  Latin  ^d  French,  for  a  copy  of 
H^iuch  be  is  indebted  to  o^r  counjtryiiiian  Mr.  !^apar,  .will  be  foum) 
%Q  \ie  equaljiy  useful  to  the  Qiinese  scholar.  , 

At  Halle  the  ingemous  Julius  Von  Kla|iroth  has  tsd^n  up  th^ 
gtu^y  of  the  Chinese  language;  but  for  want  of  |i  proper  g^% 
w/e  observe  witb  regrejt,  that  h^  h^,  unfortimal^ly  for  hlm^el/  jmckI 
|he  ;i4swcefnii&nt  of  philology,  pluo^ful  at  oi>c«  into  the  ma^  of 
jphiiie^e  metaphysics,  ^d  completely  bewildered  hio^self  ia  fair 
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tfmipting  to  explain  the  meaniDgy  if  they  ever  had  any,  which  w^ 
much  doubt>  of  the  kua  or  digrams  or  trigrams,  or  by  whatever 
name  we  may  be  pleased  to  call  them^  ascribed  to  the  first  of  their 
kingSy  Fo'shee.  Something  of  the  same  kind  has  befallen  a  mo-* 
dern  French  author  of  the  name  of  Abel  R6musat^  as  we  per- 
ceive from  his '  Essai  sur  la  Langue  et  la  Litterature  Chinoise,'  a 
book  from  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  derive  the  most  distant 
notion  either  of  their  language  or  literature.  It  is,  indeed,  peculiarly 
unfortunate  that  the  mysticism,  if  we  may  so  call  it,  of  the  squares; 
circles/  and  polygons  of  the  venerable  Fo-shee's  teapots  should 
have  formed,  in  the  very  threshold,  the  great  stumbhng-block  of 
almost  every  one  who  has  attempted  to  enter  on  the  study  of  Chi- 
nese philology.  Indeed  ^^e  are  auite  persuaded  that  those  lines 
never  had  the  least  relation  to  the  language,  but  were  mere  devices 
for  (Mmamental  purposes ;  and  we  would  recommend  to  those,  who 
may  hereafter  be  tempted  to  employ  themselves  in  Chinese  litera** 
ture  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  explanation  which  one  of  Mr.  Marsh- 
man's  Chinese  assistants  gave  to  him  concerning  them — ^  that 
those  who  could  understand  them  would  always  be  able  to  detect 
thieves,  and  recover  stolen  goods.' 

In  England  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  Chinese  language  and. 
literature  have  already  made  much  greater  progress  than  on  the 
continent.  They  now  form  a  part  of  the  acquirements  of  the  studenUr 
in  the  East  India  College  at  Hertford,  where  there  is  a  regular 
Chinese  professor.  In  the  College  of  Fort  William  a  very  consi*^ 
derable  advance  has  been  made ;  and,  though  late,  we  are  pleased 
to  find  that  several  of  the  young  gentlemen  in  the  Company's  ser- 
vice at  Canton,  have,  since  the  censure  we  were  reluctantly  con>- 
{lelled  to  pass  on  tliem,  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject.  The 
anguage  of  China  had,  in  fact,  long  been  considered  so  abstruse 
and  difficult  as  to  be  wholly  unattainable  by  foreign^^rs ;  but  this 
idea  has  been  completely  exploded  by  the  extensive  knowledge 
which  several  English  gentlemen  have  acquired  of  it.  Of  these  we 
believe  Sir  George  Staunton  may  fairly  claim  the  first  place ; — ^his 
knowledge  of  this  singular  language  is  not  only  demonstn^ed  by 
every  day's  practical  use  of  it  there,  in  written  and  colloquial  com- 
niunications  with  the  natives,  but  still  more  clearly  by  bis  trans- 
lation of  tlie  Leu'lee,  or  fundamental  laws  and  statutes  of  the 
empire,  a  work  which,  though  it  cannot  be  placed  in  comparison 
with  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  may  at  least  be  considered  of 
e^ual  merit,  as  it  certainly  is  of  equal  importance  to  the  Chinese, 
with  our  Burn's  Justice  in  England. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  labours  of.  Mr. 
Stephen  Weston  in  Chinese  literature ;  and  though  we  could  not 
Conscientiously  say  much  in  praise  of  his  imperial  poetry^  or.  think 
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tery  highly  of  his  '  Chinese  Genestd/  now  that  he  has  begun  at  the 
right  end,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  beginning,  we  entertain,  from  hi* 
well-known  ingenuity  and  indefatigable  pursuit  after  knowledge,  a 
lively  hope  of  his  success  in  this  line  of  study.  The  rudimental 
characters,  or  keys,  of  the  language  which  he  has  just  published, 
and  the  free  and  literal  translations  of  the  ChineseMoral  Tale,  W€i 
can  venture  to  recommend  as  likely  to^  be  useful  to  the  young  stu* 
dent  in  Chinese  literature ;  but  we  must  be  understood  to  make  atl 
exception  of  that  part  of  his  little  work  which  he  intimates  to 
be  a  grammar  of  the  language,  as  being  not  only  calculated  to 
perplex,  but  also  to  lead  to  the  formation  of  very  erroneous  opi- 
nions. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  something  shortly,  and  we  think 
something  good,  on  Chinese  subjects,  from  an  English  traveller  of 
the  name  of  Manning,  who  has  made  considerable  progress  in  the 
Chinese  language.  This  gentleman  had  been  for  many  years  en« 
^eavourii^,  but  in  vain,  to  make  his  way  from  Canton  into  the 
interior  of  China ;  for  die  Chinese,  with  their  vigilant  and  instinc- 
tive jealousy,  kept  so  strict  an  eye  upon  him  that  he  found  the 
attempt  to  be  utterly  impracticable ;  he  therefore  proceeded  by 
•ea  to  Cochinchina,  but  with  no  better  success ;  the  people  of  that 
country  being  tinctured  with  the  same,  species  of  political  jealousy 
and  caution  as  their  neighbours.  Determined,  however,  to  perse- 
vere in  his  object,  he  proceeded  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to  the 
northern  frontier  of  Bengal ;  here  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  pe- 
netrate into  Bootan,  where  he  met  with,  and  by  some  means  or 
other  succeeded  in  engaging  himself  to,  the  commander  of  the  Chi- 
nese forces,  as  his  body  physician ;  accompanied  him  as  far  as  I^assa 
in  Thibet ;  and  was  just  on  the  eve  of  departure  from  thence,  and 
on  the  point  of  realizing  his  hopes  by  proceeding  along  the  upper 
re^on  of  Tartary  to  the  capital  of  China,  when  an  order  was  re- 
ceived from  Pekin  to  recal  the  general,  and  to  send  back,  imme- 
diately, to  Bengal  the  European  physician  whom  he  had  been  guilty 
of  entertaining  about  his  person : — so  difficult,  not  to  say  impos- 
sible is  it,  in  the  most  remote  comer  of  this  extended  empire,  to. 
elude  Chinese  vigilance! 

The  Reverend  Robert  Morrison,  Missionary  at  Canton,  appears 
to  hate  made  good  use  of  his  time  in  his  application  to  the 
itudy  of  the  Chinese  language.  He  has  not  only  translated  several 
original  works  into  the  English  language,  but  has  printed  the  New 
Testament  in  the  Chinese  characters ;  and  we  are  informed  that  he 
has  composed  an  introductory  treatise  to  this  extraordinary  lan- 
guage, of  which  report  speaks  highly,  and  whichy  we  trust,  he  will 
not  withhold  from  the  public.  The  East  India  Company,  with 
their  usual  liberality,  have  not  only  allowed  Mr.  Morrison  a  salary 
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of  500?.  sC  yferfr  as  iilterprelfer  during  tte  absence  df  Sir  Geor^# ' 
Staunton,  but  bstve  supplkd  him  with  a  press,  atid  othe!-*  niatferiafs,' 
to  enable'  hitti  to  print  and  diiFuse  the  holy  ScrijVtures  through  the 
cotfntry,  in  the  Chinese  language.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may  use 
the  implements  tlius  entrusted  to  hid  managehient  with  becotriihg' 
dil^r^lion ;  though,  when  the  extreme  jealousy  and  the  deep-rooted 
prisjudiiies  of  this  siiigulat^  people  against  evefy  person,  and  thing 
that  is  foreign  are  taken  into  consideration,  we  caniiot  but  confess 
our  doubts  of  th^  polity  of  entrusting  instruments  of  do  delicate 
akid  dangeroQs  a  nature  to  the  inexperi<enced  hands  of  a  gospel' 
mi^onary^ 

It  was  reserved,  however,  for  the  missionary  of  Serampore  to' 
favour  tlife  European  world  \<^ith  the  first  plain,  simple,  and  intel- 
ligible ititrdduetory  treatise  of  the  Chinese  language ;   of  which 
treatise  ;ivcf  ha^e  given  in  a  fbruiei*  Number  a  very  full  and  detailed 
account.     Had  Mr.  Marshman  adhered  to  elementary  tracts,  vo-«' 
cabularies  and  dictionaries,  he  >\'6uld  HaVe  confeif  ed  a  lasting  bene- 
fit on  those  who  may  have  intercourse  with  the  Chines^,  or  whosef 
pursuits  may  lead  to  the  cultivation  Of  CHin^sfe  literature.     No  one 
can  be"  better  qualified  to  clas^iy  and  analyze  the  Chinese  charactered 
than  Mf.  Mlarsfamati.     He  seems  to  possess  the  happy  talent  of 
dfecypherlrtg  or  resolving  them  into  their  constituent  parts  with  as 
mudi  facility  as  a  botanist  will  refer  a  plant  to  its  proper  class  and 
order  in  the  Linnsean  system ;  but  here  we  think  his  merit  ends  i 
like  the  botanist  with  his  plants,  be  can  classify  his  symbols  with- 
out knowing  much  of  their  powers  or*  virtues ;  and  when  he  ceases 
to  be  the  *  pioneer  of  literature,*  he  ceases  to  be  respectable.    The 
truth  is,  that  Hke  modt  of  the  missionaries,  Mr.  Marshman  has  the 
qualities  of  ^eal  and  unwearied  diligence ;  but  he  is  deficient  in 
taste  and  judgrtient.     He  could  not  possibly  have  made  a  worse 
choice  of  a  subject  than  that  which  is  contained  in  thcf  fomiidable 
volume  of  740  pages  now  before  us,  and  which  is  but  one  half  of 
the  laborious  drudgery  he  has  undertaken  to  accomplish.    TPhe  styljB 
of  Coilfucius  is  not  the  sjyle  of  the  present  day.     The  application 
of  a  Chinese  symbol  varies  with  the  times,  and  with  the  rank  and  ' 
situation  of  the  person  who  makes  use  of  it;  besides  this,  mbst  of 
the  characters  have  a  literal  and  a  figurative  meaning;  and  some*  . 
times  the  same  character  has  opposite  significations.     Maiiy  or 
thoSe  which  have  the  reputation  of  a  very  high  antiquity  are  sub-*'    ' 
piosed  to  include  within  themselves  certain   great  moral  truths^* 
others,  beautiful  and  appropriate  allusions,  or  tHe  elegant  expres-  _ 
sion  of  a  sentiment,  to  be  comprehended  and  felt  only  by  the  great 
and  the  learned ;  and  most  of  them  are  used  in  a  metaphorifcal  ,1 
sense.    The'Emperor  issues  his  edicts  through  the  medium  of  these 
ancient  characters,  and  generally  in  measured '  sentences."^  If  he 
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sbould  afik  his  minivers  to  tea,  or  give  bis  consent  to  a  p^titio^i  lie 
mu^  do  it  at  least  in  a  distich. 

'  The  disciples  of  Confucius,  in  preserving  his  nioral  maxims^ 
imitated  his  style.  That  a  plain  man  like  Mr.  Marshman, 
in  attempting  to  transjlate  symbols  of  this  description  iiHo  the* 
English  language^  without  any  knowjedge  of  the  peculiar  tenets 
and  habits  of  thinking  which  prevail  among  the  Chinese,  should 
altogether  fail,  and  frequently  write  nonsense,  is  not  in  the  least 
surprising;  but  we  confess  that  we  wpre  not  prepared  for  the 
extremely  mean  and  meagre  dress  in  which  he  hds  exhibited  these 
homely  truths  of  the  great  sage :  they  are  absolutely  disgusting  from 
their  nakedness ;  and  we  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  manual  of  a 
village  schoolmistress  or  parish  clerk  never  exhibited  a  set  of  maxims 
more  trite  and  puerile  than  those  to  be  found  in  every  page  from 
the  first  to  the  last  of  Mr.  Marshman's  tremendous  quarto.  ,  Coii- 
fucius  might  in  his  time,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the-  mienlightened  peo* 
pie  among  whom  he  dwelt,  have  been  considered  as  a  holy  man  and 
a  great  philosopher ;  but,  judging  him  by  his  writings,  we  are  per- 
fectly astonished  his  name  should  ever  haVe  survived  his  natural  life^ 
much  less  have  been  handed  down  to  the  present  time  with  in* 
creased  honours  and  veneration.  His  works  ought  ncVer  to  aj^^ar 
in  any  language  but  that  in  which  they  were  written.  So  long  as 
his  dogmas  remain  enveloped  in  mystical  ^mbols,  we  may  9iq)po8& 
them,  with  the  Chinese,  to  be  profoundly  wise,  and  divinely  true; 
but  when  submitted  to  Mr.  Marshman's  translation,  the  charm 
is  at  once  dispelled,  and  we  find  nothing  remaining  but  the  miere 
caput  mortuum  of  some  stale  remark  or  homely  truth. — ^The  fol- 
lowing are  two  of  what  Mr.  Marshman  calls  the  *  sayings'  of  this 
venerable  sage, 
^  *  Cfaee  (thatis,  Canfucius)  says,  a  cornered  vessel  without  lts<:oniers^ 
how  is  it  a.  cornered  vessel  ?  how  is  it  indeed  a  cornered  vessel  f 

*  N^n-yaou  says,  does  Hoorchee  approve  of  the  present  ruler  of  Wye? 
CA^e-A<:io;ig, (Confucius)  replied.  Humph!  I  must  inquire ?' 

We  have  been  led  into  these  observations  on  the  injudicious 
choice  of  a  subject  which  Mr.  Marshmau  has  made  for  the  exer- 
cise of  his  talents,  priiicipally  because  he  seems  to  have  under- 
taken the  task  from  a  persuasiou  that  his  book  will  *  convey  an  idea 
of  Cliinese  literature,'  and  *  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  that  most 
curious  and  difficult  language.'  We,  on  the  contrary,  are  quite 
persuaded  that  it  is  not  in  the  least  calculated  to  do  either,  while  it 
must  <?pnvey  to  the  world  a  most  wretched  idea  of  the  attainments 
of  thi^  celebrated  sage*  The  whole  scope  of  his  maxims,  or  m*o- 
verbs,  or  '  sayings,'  is  the  inculcation  of  a  dull  passive  morality. 
Y'aiience,  obedience,  gravity,  and  taciturnity  are  the  cardinal  points 
on  which  the  ethics  of  Confucius  turn ;  and  what  Confucius  was, 
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tbe  thorough  bred  Chinese  is  at  this  day — a  mere  automaton^  whose 
every  motion  is  regulated  and  adjusted  with  the  nicety  of  a  piece  of 
clock-work.  ^The  spring  and  elasticity  of  mind  which,  by  ope« 
Hpitiug  on  the  animal  machine,  occasions  all  the  .diversity  and  irre- 
gularity that  characterize  its  movements  in  our  western  hemi-* 
sphere,  will  in  vain  be  sought  for  in  a  Chinese.  The  powers  of  his 
mind  are  tamed  down  to  die  same  state  of  inactivity  with  those  of 
the  body.  In  his  public  transactions  he  must  suppress  every  pas- 
sion, but  may  without  censure  give  them  full  scope  in  private.  He 
is  always  artful,  and  always  heartless ;  virtuous  in  appearance,  ex- 
tKemely  vicious  in  reality;  and  at  the  moment  that  moral  sentences 
flow  from  his  lips,  bis  heart  is  most  probably  intent  on  the  secret 
commission  of  some  dishonest  act. 

.  To  convey  to  our  readers  some  notion  of  the  Lun-yee  (conver-  ^ 
fations  and  maxims)  which,  in  his  aukward  phraseology,  Mr. 
Marshman  calls  Lun-gneCf  we  shall  extract  a  few  of  '  the^ayings 
of  the  Chinese  sage,'  by  which  we  do  not  expect  that  they  will 
be  either  much  amused  or  instructed.  They  will  bear  in  mind  how- 
ever how  much  depends  on  the  visible  symbol  in  the  original,  and 
that  it  is  Mr.  Marshman  who  speaks  and  not  Confucius. 

*  The  upright  man  will  not  be  left  destitute ;  he  m\[  have  friends.' 

*  If  in  serving  the  ruler  you  advise  him,  he  will  disgrace  you  ;  if  you 
advise  a  friend,  he  will  avoid  you/ 

*  Chee  (Confucius)  says,  a  sage  I  am  unable  to  behold ;  could  I  ob- 
tain a  sight  of  an  honest  man  this  would  suffice.' 

^  CAee  conversed  not  about  curious  arts,  nor  brutal  strength,  nor  in- 
surrection, nor  the  deity.' 

*  Qui-nmn-chee  reflected  thrice  and  then  proceeded  to  action.  Chec 
heard  and  said,  reflect  perpetually,  this  best  answers  the  purpose.' 

*  Gnan-in  and  Qui-loo  one  day  ministering  to  Ckee,  he  said,  why  do 
uoteach  of  you  mention  his  particular  desire?  Qui-loo  says,  I  wish  for 
a  carriage  and  horses,  robes  light  and  beautiful,  then  lending  to  a 
friend,  if  he  spoil  them  I  would  not  be  angry.  Gnan-in  says,  my  de- 
sire is  neither  to  publish  my  virtues  nor  to  boast  of  my  labours.  Qui- 
loo  says,  I  wish  to  hear  Cheeks  desire.  It  is,  that  the  aged  be  placed  in 
a  state  of  ease ;  that  friends  be  faithful  to  each  other,  and  orphans 
nourished.' 

*  Chee  says,  coarse  rice  for  food,  water  to  drink,  and  the  bended  arm 
for  a  pillow ;  happiness  may  be  enjoyed  even  in  these :  without  virtue, 
both  riches  and  honour  to  me  seem  like  the  passing  cloud/ 

*  Chee  being  upon  a  river,  says,  in  this  manner  does  the  river  per- 
petually flow.     It  stays  not  day  or  night.' 

*  Chee  was  in  the  Chki  country  for  three  months,  hearing  Lt/n's  mu- 
sic, and  knew  not  the  taste  of  his  meat.  He  said,  I  had  no  idea  of 
music  arriving  at  this  degree  of  perfection/ 

.*  The  stable  was  on  fire,  Chee  coming  from  the  palace  says,  "  arc, 
flie  men  injured  ?"  He  did  not  inquire  respecting  the  horses*' 
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.  The  whole  volume,  lai^e  as  it  is^  is  made  up  of  this  kind  of  sen- 
tences^ except  one  section,  in  which  we  have  all  his  actions^  bis 
demeanour  on  particular  occasions,  dress,  and  habits  of  life  recorded 
by  his  disciples  with  laudableminuteness,  for  the  instruction  of  sue* 
ceeding  generations^  We  are  told,  that  *  on  entering  the  palace  he 
lifted  up  his  joined  hands  by  way  of  salutation,  as  a  bird  moves  its 
wings ;'  that  on  such  occasions  he  was  profoundly  silent ;  that  h» 
held  in  his  breath ;  never  trod  on  the  threshold  in  passing  a  door ; 
that  he  did  not  talk  in  his  sleep,  nor  converse  at  meals ;  that  he  eat 
raw  meat  cut  into  fine  shreds ;  that  he  did  not  much  relish  fish  or 
flesh  that  was  tainted,  or  not  dressed  with  the  proper  sauce ;  that  be 
always  eat  ginger  at  his  meals;  that  he  did  not  like  unripe  flruib; 
that  he  never  wore  light  green  nor  deep  red  robes ;  that  the  right 
sleeve  was  shorter  than  the  left,  and  that  *  in  time  of  loud  thunder 
or  strong  wind^  the  sage  would  alter  his  countenance ;'  with  manj 
other  notices  of  equal  importance,  every  one  of  which  has  been 
commented  upon,  and  received  innumerable  annotations  and  ehjt^ 
cidations  in  all  ages  by  the  learned  philosophers  of  China. 

The  works  that  bear  the  stamp  of  this  renowned  sage's  authoritjF 
are  called  the  Ou-king,  or  *  the  five  books  of  superior  eminence/ 
They  consist  of  the  xe-king,  or  mystical  lines  of  Fo*shee,  which 
puzzled  eyen  the  philosopher;  the  Shoo-king,  or  book  of  ancient 
history :  the  Shee-king,  or  book  of  odes,  chiefly  laudatory ;  the 
Chun-shoo f  or  local  history  of  the  kingdom  of  Loo,  his  native  pro- 
vince ;  and  the  Lee-king^  or  book  of  ceremonials  adapted  to  every 
situation  and  circumstance.  To  these  may  be  added  the  Se-shoOp 
or  *  the  four  books,'  consisting  of  Ta'-hio,  *  the  great  science,  '  or 
art  of  governing  others  by  first  subduing  our  own  passions ;'  Chungs 
Jfoungy  *  the  middle  path,*  or  way  to  happiness  by  governing  the 
passions ;  the  Lun-yet,  of  which  we  ha\'e  been  speaking,  and  the  book 
of  Me»g-tse,  a  philosopher  and  disciple  of  the  sage,  containmg  dis* 
courses  on  reason,  and  justice  and  virtue-^^-all  of  which  profess.to 
contain  the  doctrines,  the  opinions  and  the  maxims  of  Confucius. 

Mr.  Marshman's  life  of  Confucius  is  a  very  meagre  perform-^ 
ance.  Had  he  consulted  the  12th  volume  of  the  M6moires  sur  leg 
Chinois,  which  is  wholly  occupied  with  the  biography  of  the  sage, 
compiled  from  Chinese  authorities,  by  P^re  Amiot,  he  might  have 
rendered  it  somewhat  more  eventful|  though  this  good  ftther's  me^ 
moir  is,  after  all,  but  a  dull  and  uninteresting  compilation. 

The  Hora  Sinic^t  of  Mr.  Morrison  presents  us,  among  other 
specimens  of '  the  popular  literature  of  the  Chinese,'  with  the  trans- 
lation of  another  of  the  four  books  containing  the  doctrines  and 
ooinions  of  the  Chinese  sage,  and  compiled  by  his  immediate  disci- 
ples.  It  stands  the  first  in  order,  and  is  i^illei  the  Ta-hio,  or  Great 
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Sciedce;  By  comparing  it  with  the  verbal  translation  into  L^n, 
v^hich  vi'efind'in  the  Musaum  Sinicum  of  Bayer,  we  observe  no 
tnatei'ial  difference  in  the  sense,  and  are  therefore  led  to  condode 
that  these  translators  have  hit  upon  the  true  meaning.  After  stating 
briefly  that  the  *  Great  Science'  contains  three  tibdngs — '  ^  clear 
illustration  of  resplendent  virtue — of  the  renovation  of  a  people— 
and  how  to  reach  the  utmost  bounds  of  goodness/  the  sage  pro- 
ceeds: 

*  All  things  have  an  origin  and  a  conclusion ;  every  affair  has  an  end 
and  a  beginning.  To  know  that  which  comes  first  and  that  which  is 
1^(  approximates  to  reason. 

*  The  prince  who  therefore  wishes  that  illustrious  virtue  may  be  wH* 
derstood  under  the  whole  heavens,  must  first  govern  well  his  own  king* 
dom  :  he  who  wishes  to  govern  well  his  kingdom  must  first  regulate  his 
family ;  he  who  wishes  to  regulate  his  family,  must  first  adorn  with 
virtue  his  own  person  ;  he  who  would  adorn  with  virtue  his  own  person, 
must  first  rectify  his  heart;  he  who  wishes  to  rectify  his  heart,  must 
first  purify  his  motives  ;*  he  who  would  purify  his  motives,  must  first 
perfect  his  knowledge :  knowledge  has  for  its  object  the  nature  of 
things. 

*  The  nature  and  substance  of  things  first  exist,  and  are  afterwards 
known ;.  if  known,  the  motiN-e  will  be  purified ;  after  the  motive  is  puri- 
fied, the  heart  will  be  rectified  >  the  heart  being  rectified,  the  persou 
ivill  be  adorned  with  virtue ;  when  the  person  is  adorned  with  virtue, 
then  the  family  will  be  regulated;  when  the  family  is  regulated,  th# 
nation  will  be  governed  well ;  when  nations  are  governed  well,  under 
the  whole  heaven  will  be  tranquillity  and  happiness.'* 

By  what  possible  way,  unless  from  the  extravagant  misrepreseoK 
tations  of  the  works  of  Confucius  by  the  Catholic  missionaries,  the 
name  of  this  person  should  have,  by  any  accident^  travelled  out  of 
China  or  been  held  up  in  Europe  as  one  of  the  sages  of  antiquity,  ytm 
9re  not  able  to  discover ;  nor  can  we  imagine  on  what  grounds  h« 
has  been  compared  with"*  Solomon,  with  Pythagoras,  with  Socra* 
tes,  and  even  with  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  It  certainly  does  not 
appear  from  any  thing  he  has  left  behind,  what  those  immense 
benefits  are  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  conferred  on  his  gratefui 
coi!intrymen,  and  which  through  so  many  ages  have  procured  for 
his  memory  little  short  of  divine  honours,  and  enriched  his  poste* 
rity  with  the  more  i^bstantiaL  advantages  of  wealthy  honour,  and 
distinction. 

^  The  family  of  Confucius,'  says  P^re  Amiot,  '  is  without  contro- 
versy, the  most  ancient  and  the  most  illustrious  of  any  now  existing  oti 
the  face  of  the  e^rth  ;  since  it  can  prove  a  descent  of  more  than  400O 
years,  and  has  shone  more  or  less,  but  always  with  6clat,  from  ks  ori- 
gin to  the  present  day.     It  embraces  princes,  kings,  aud  emperon ; 
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and,  in  spite  of  revplu lions,  which  have  more  than  once  overwhelmed 
the  empire  in  the  course  of  this  long  period,  it  has  invariably  been  in 
possession  of  some  hereditary  title,  in  favour  of  which  it  has  enjoyed 
honourable  distinction/ 

His  biographers,  who  are  pretty  numerous,  agree  lo  carrying 
his  descent  upwards  to  Hoang-tee,  (about  2630  years  befpre 
Christ,)  through  64  generations ;  and  downwards  to  the  present 
time  through  72  generations.  Of  the  truth  of  the  descending  series 
we  believe  there  can  be  no  great  doubt ;  the  honours,  the  distinc- 
tions, and  the  officer  of  each  lineal  descendent,  with  the  dates  of 
their  respective  births,  ages,  and  deaths,  being  handed  down  on  the 
page  of  history  in  an  uninterrupted  chain ;  but  the  history  of  his 
iHiGestors  we  suspect  to  be  purely  imaginary.  Indeed  we  have  a 
very  strong  opinion  tliat,  much  as  has  been  written  on  the  high 
Antiquity  of  the  Chinese,  both  by  themselves  and  their  eulogists  of 
Europe,  no  authentic  documents  ever  did  exist  antecedent  to  the 
time  of  Confucius  (about  550  years  before  the  Christian  era,)  and 
that  the  boasted  virtues  of  Yao  and  Chun,  and  the  wisdom  of  i/oawg- 
tee  rest  solely  on  the  authority  of  Confucius,  who,  in  fact,  ought  to 
be  considered  as  the  civilizer  of  China ;  and  from  whom  the  real  his- 
tory of  that  country  has  an  authentic  date.  This  suggestion  we  are 
fully  aware  is  a  bold  heresy  that  will  startle  the  adherents  for  the 
antiquity  of  this  great  empire,  and  we  therefore  feel  it  incumbent 
on  us  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

The  attempt  to  trace  the  origin  of  an  ancient  people  through 
the  wilds  of  barbarism,  where  a  mass  of  fabulous  absurdity  is  so 
mixed  up  with  the  probabilities  of  tradition,  as  to  make  the  few 
and  feeble  lights  but  the  more  confused  and  indistinct,  and  where 
conjecture  must  supply  the  total  want  of  traditionary  testimony,  will 
seldom  be  attended  with  any  thing  satisfactory,  9nd  is  but  too 
often  calculated  to  mislead.  In  rejecting,  however,  all  the  fabu- 
lous part  of  Chinese  history,  as  unworthy  of  the  least  attention,  we 
do  it  less  on  the  ground  of  its  character  in  that  respect  than  on 
that  of  its  obvious  derivation  from  Hindoo  chronology  which  the 
Brahmins  (who  are  known  to  have  entered  China  about  the  Chris- 
tian era,  and  probably  before  tl\at  period)  have  contrived  to  in- 
terweave with,  and  indeed  to  make  the  foundation  of,  all  their  his- 
torical records,  and  of  their  origin  as  a  nation.  The  temples  of 
Fo  and  TaO'tse  are  the  great  workshops  in  which  the  early  part  of 
Chinese  annals  were  first  fabricated,  and  from  which  they  still  con- 
*  tinue  to  be  abundantly  issued.  The  facility  with  which  such  absur- 
dities were,  in  the  first  instance,  received  by  the  Chinese,  and  their 
invariable  and  universal  admission  into  their  grave' compositions, 
whether  of  history  or  chronology,  afford  no  mean  proofs  of  the 
ignorance  in  which. the  Brahmins  must  have  foimd  the  people  of 
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this  coimtry^  and  of  the  low  state  of  literature,  in  which  they  have 
since  contincied.  It  will  scarcely  be  believed  that  there  is,  at  this 
moment,  a  little  tract  called  the  Sino^ul'lmty  '  Instructions  for 
little  Children/  in  universal  use  in  the  schools  of  China,  which  be- 
gins thus : 

*  In  remote  antiquity,  the  \faters  rushed  in — the  waters  flowed 
abundantly — the  waters  became  at  rest — the  waters  subsided/  (each  of 
these  four  states  of  the  water  is  expressed  by  a  single  sym&oF,)  *  and, 
having  cutoff  the  higher  or  more  ancient  periods  of  time,  material 
bodies  were  produced.  The  venerable  family^  of  heaven,  > great  and 
small,  were  thirteen  persons,  each  lived  18,000  years:  the  venerable 
£unily  of  earth,  great  and  small^  were  eleven  persons;  each  lived 
18|000  years:  tfye  venerable  family  of  man  were  nine  pt^iioDs ;.,each 
lived  45,6pO  years'.,  The  family  of  Fen</i/o  (fruit- beariri")  taught  men 
to  till  the  ground,  to  plant  trees  and  fruits,  aud  to  build  houses,  Tha 
family  of  Lui-gin  (man  of  fire)  by  the  friction  of  wood  produced  fire, 
instructed  mankind  to  melt  and  forge  the  diftereut  metals,  aud  to  boil 
their  victuals.'** 

Such  also  in  substance  is  the  commencenient  of  all  the  be^t 
authenticated  histories  of  China  ^  and  the  book  in  question,  so  well 
calculated  for  die  '  Instruction  of  little  Children/  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  philosophers  of  Europe  as  well  as  of  China.  Among 
others  M ,  Baillyf  has  shrewdly  conjectured,  tliat  by  reading  daya 
instead  of  years,  we  shall  make,  out  of  the  three  periods  above  men- 
tioned, the  space  of  time  nearly  which  is  generally  reckoned  between 
the  creation  of  the  world  and  the  flood,  and  that  they  may,  there- 
fore, be  fairly  considered  as  some  confused  knowledge  of  antedi- 
luvian chronology.  M.  Bailly  may  make  out  of  it  what  he  can, 
but  it  is  pretty  obvious  that  it  is  not  history ;  nor  do  we  see  witli 
the  learned  astronomer  what  analogy  there  is  between  the  three  fu' 
milies  and  the  reign  of  the  gods,  the  demigods,  and  heroes  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians  and  the  Greeks.  There  is  no  end  to  conjectures 
and  analogies  of  this  kind.  The  creation  of  the  world  by  the 
agency  of  water,  the  almost  universal  creed — the  Hindoo  serpent 
which  churned  the  earth  out  of  the  great  ocean — the  Chinese  ser- 
pent, in  which  the  body  of  Fo-shee  ended — and  the  serpent  which 
terminated  that  of  Cecrops — are  Analogies  sufficiently  striking,  and 
sufficiently  strong  to  support  an  ingenious  theory,  but  can  never  be 
admitted  as  any  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  fact,  and  at  most 
afford  but  a  mere  presumption  of  a  common  origin. 

Leaving  then  all  the  conjectural  and  fabulous  histories  with  which 
the  Ho^hun^  or  priests  of  Fo  have  so  liberally  interlarded  the 
annals  of  China,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  noticing  only  that 
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most  approved  and  esteemed  of  their  histories;  known  by  ^  imme 
of  Tong-kien-kang-mou^  which  was  selected  by  the  Emperor  Knug- 
shee,  as  the  one  most  proper  to  be  translated  into  the  .Mwitehu 
language  for  the  information  of  his  Tartar  subjects ;  andwhicti 
P^re  Mailla  with  indefatigable  assiduity  translated  at  the  same  time 
into  French,  lliis  Herculean  task  when  completed  was  published 
,in  Paris  under  the  name  of  Histoire  Ginira/e  de  la  Chines  by  the 
Abb6  Grozier,  in  fourteen  large  quarto  volumes,  with  a  supple- 
mentary volume  by  the  Abb^  himself.  In  tlie  early  part  of  this 
history,  from  the  reigns  of  Fo-sheey  Chin-nong  and  Homig-iee 
down  to  Chun;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  year  2963  to  2^)8  before 
the  Christian'  era,  there  is  evidently  much  obscurity  and  fablo; 
many  improbable  events,  and  dates  and  ages  not  easily  reconcilable, 
till  we  come  down  to  the  time  of  Confucius;  still,  as  all  early  his- 
tory in  every  nation  is  mixed  with  some  portion  of  fable,  we  should 
be  willing  to  allow  authenticity  to  the  Chinese  annals  prior  to  the 
age  of  Confucius,  if  sufficient  testimony  could  be  produced,  that 
any  such  documentary  annals  actually.existed  before  his  time.  But 
how  stands  the  factf  The  supposed  original  work,  which  con- 
tains the  history  of  the  first  three  princes  who  governed  China, 
Fo-shee,  Chin-nong  and  Uoang-tee,  was  called  the  San-fen;  and 
that  of  the  five  succeeding  prhices,  concluding  with  the  united 
reign  of  Yao  and  Chun,  and  forming  a  separate  work,  the  Ou-tien : 
of  the  former  it  is  fairly  avowed  that  nothing  remains  except  the 
name,  and  that  of  the  latter  the  greater  part  has  long  been  lost; 
an  imperfect  fragment  of  it  only  having  been  saved  by  being 
copied  at  the  beginning  of  the  Shoo-king,  Now  this  Shoe-king  is 
one  of  the  five  classical  books  of  China,  ascribed  to  Confucius ; 
and  it  comprizes  the  history  of  the  kings  or  emperors  from  Yao 
and  Chun,  doM'u  to  his  own  times ;  the  originals  of  which  history,  no 
one  ever  pretended  to  have  seen  any  more  than  the  original  of  tb^ 
fragment  in  question.  The  learned  indeed  make  no  scruple  of 
ascribing  the  whole  five  classics  or  Ou^kiiig  (five  books  of  superior 
eminence)  to  Confucius.  To  him  alone  the  merit  is  given  of  trans- 
mitting them  to  posterity;  but  he  is  said  to  have  collected  and 
preserved,  not  to  have  composed  them.  Like  the  Ossian  of  Mac- ' 
pherson,  however,  the  originals,  from  which  he  drew  his  mate- 
rials, have  never  appeared.  It  will  follow  flierefore,  that  the 
nation  in  his  time  could  not  have  been  highly  polished,  or  copies  of 
these  works  now  held  so  sacred,  would  necessarily  have  been  multi- 
plied. The  Chinese,  however,  have  an  answer  to  this  objection. 
About  230  years  beforeChrist  and  250  years  after  the  death  of  Con- 
fucius, a  conqueror  and  a  madman  of  the  name  of  Shee-hoang^tee, 
liaVing  reduced  to  subjection  the  tributary  and  refractory  proviuT 
^Pfi,  and  farmed  them  in^o  one  great  empire^  conceived  the  wicked 
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project  of  destroying  all  the  records  of  the  country,  in  order  that  its 
history  might^commence  with  his  reign.  Accordingly  there  was  a 
general  conflagration  of  all  the  books  in  the  empire  excepting  such 
as  treated  of  medicine  or  agriculture.  Thus^say  they,  was  the  em- 
pire thrown  back  into  a  state  of  barbarism,  for  a  period  of  about 
sixty  years,  when  under  a  new  and  more  favourable  dynasty  the  love 
of  letters  began  to  revive.  Sixty  years,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a 
very  short  period  for  so  multitudinous  and  highly  polished  a  peo* 
pie  to  have  lost  all  traces  of  their  modern  as  well  as  ancient  lite- 
rature— but  to  proceed  with  their  story.  High  rewards  were  offered 
to  any  one  who  should  discover  a  copy  of  the  ancient  records,  and 
particularly  of  the  hundred  chapters  of  the  Shoo^king  compiled 
by  Confucius;  but  no  copy  could  be  found.  Its  short  sentences 
were  then^  as  tliey  now  are,  got  by  heart  and  fixed  in  the  memory 
df  all  who  aspired  to  the  character  of  learned;  but  after  a  lapse  of 
sixty  years  most  of  those  who  knew  the  Shoo-king  were  either  dead 
or  had  lost  the  recollection  of  it.  At  Irtigih,  however,  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Foo-seng,  more  than  ninety  years  of  age,  was  discover- 
ed, who  at  one  time  could  repeat  the  whole  of  the  Shoo-king  by 
beart,  and  still  retained  a  considerable  portion  of  it.  To  this  man, 
MOW  become  too  feeble  to  leave  his  home,  was  dispatched  one  of 
the  historiographers  of  the  empire.  The  old  man  was  wholly 
unable  to  write  the  characters  of  the  language,  and  his  articulation 
was  so  imperfect  that  the  historian  was  unable  to  discriminate  the 
jiyllabic  sounds  which  require  uncommon  nicety  of  pronunciation 
to  free  them  from  ambiguity.  This  inconvenience,  however,  was 
removed  in  a  certain  degree  through  the  medium  of  Foo-seng'n 
daughter  who,  first  receiving  the  words  from  her  father,  afterwards 
repeated  them  to  the  historian.  In  this  manner  they  got  through 
about  twenty-ninje  books  or  sections  of  the  Shoo-king,  which  how- 
ever Foo-seng  had  condensed  into  twenty-five,  and  here  they  were 
obliged  to  stop,  the  infirmities  of  Foo-seng  not  permitting  him  to 
proceed. 

•  This  part  of  the  Shoo-king,  thus  recovered,  did  not,  it  seems, 
obtain  the  implicit  belief  of  me  learned,  yet  a  multitude  of  copies 
were  written  out,  and  anxiously  sought  after,  from  a  desire  pf  com- 
paring those  passages  which  they  recollected  to  have  heard  their 
fathers  repeat :  and  this  doubtful  fragment  of  the  Ancient  History 
of  China  was  the  only  remaining  document  of  the  annals  of  that 
country  at  the  period  of  about  130  years  before  Christ!  Con* 
fessing  so  much,  the  Chinese,  however,  have  still  a  resource  left 
to  silence  the  objections  of  the  sceptical.  About  this  period  a 
prince  of  Loo  C^n  whose  territories  Confucius  was  born  and  his 
descendants  still  Ih^ed)  had  the  unexpected  good  fortune,  in.clearitig 
«way  an  old  building  to  erect  on  its  site  a  temple  in  honour   of 
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the  sage,  to  discover  in  the  midst  of  one  of  its  walls  an  imperfect^ 
copy  of  the  Shoo-kiftg,  together  with  two  other  works  of  Confucius. 
They  were  very  much  devoured  by  worms;  the  character,  in 
which  they  were  written,  was  very  ancient,  entirely  out  of  use,  and 
not  understood.  This,  to  be  sure,  sounds  rather  oddly  to  us  bar- 
barians of  the  western  world,  and  would  seem  to  imply  that  th« 
present  language  of  China  was  invented  since  the  days  of  Confu- 
cius, or  that,  in  his  time  very  few  could  read  and  write  the  cha- 
racter then  in  use.  The  learned  of  the  empire  were  summoned, 
the  copy  of  the  newly  discovered  Shoo-king  laid  before  them,  and 
collated  with  the  fragment  taken  down  from  the  recollection  of 
'Foo-seng,  and  after  much  time  and  labour,  they  were  foimd  to  differ 
very  little  excepting  in  the  divisions  of  the  chapters.  Having  thus 
liit  upon  the  key  for  decypliering  the  obsolete  characters  of  Con- 
fucius, they  at  length  obtained  twenty-nine  complete  chapters  in 
addition  to  those  twenty-nine  recollected  by  Foo^seng,  making  the 
fifty-eight  sections  of  which  the  Shoo-kingis  composed. 

Still,  however,  the  continuation  of  the  iSIioo-king  or  Tchun-seoUy 
wliich  brings  down  the  annals  of  China  to  the  philosopher's  own 
time,  was  wanting;  a  copy  of  it  was  produced  from  some  of  the 
remete  corners  of  the  empire,  whither  it  had  been  conveyed  by 
one  of  the  historiographers  of  the  court.  Encouraged  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  so  many  important  documents,  the  Emperor  Han-ou-tie 
offered  by  proclamation  considerable  rewards  for  all  manner  of 
records  that  should  be  brought  to  the  magistrates  of  the  respective 
provinces.  A  mass  of  materials  poured  in  from  all  quarters ;  a 
commission  was  appointed  to  examine  them,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  placed  Tse-ma-tan^  who,  at  his  death,  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Tse-ma-tsien,  who  lived  to  complete  the  history  of  the  empire, 
collected  from  the  documents  so  procured,  and  obtained  the  appel- 
lation of  The  Restorer  of  History,  From  this  period,  being 
about  a  century  before  the  Christian  era,  down  to  the  present 
time,  their  annals  we  believe  have  been  continued  without  inter- 
ruption ;  and  their  fidelity,  as  far  at  least  as  the  succession  of  em- 
perors is  concerned,  is  corroborated  by  the  existence  of  a  corre- 
sponding succession  of  the  coins  of  each  reign. 
'  Such  is  the  story  of  the  early  records  of  Chii>a  as  told  by  the 
Chinese  themselves,  to  which  an  European  reader  will  not  readily 
yield  implicit  credence.  If  however  the  facts  of  that  history  are 
uncorroborated  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  contemporaneous 
historians,  it  must  be  allowed  that  they  remain  also  uncontradicted. 
Confucius  was  contemporary  with  Herodotus,  but  Herodotus  knew 
nothing  of  China,  and  Confucius  knew  nothing  but  of  China ;  we 
are  left  therefore  to  form  our  judgment  from  the  probability  and 
consistency  of  the  facts  that  are  narrated.     If  we  believe  that  Shee- 
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hoang4ee  ordered  the  books  .of  the  empire  to  be  burnt  and  accc^m- 
plished  that  order,  we  must  also  believe  the  number  to  have  been 
yery  few  and  limited  to  a  very  few  persons^  and  even  then  it  would 
appear  incredible  that  such  an  order  shoukl  be  accomplished  over 
the  whole  of  an  empire  of  1400  miles  in  length  and  1200  in  breadth. 
It  was  little  short  of  a  miracle  that  the  only  book  in  which  the 
records  of  3000  years  nearly  had  been  preserved, .  should  be 
saved,  and  that  when  found  after  such  a  lapse  of  years,  the  cha- 
racter in  which  it  was  written  should  be  unknown  and  obso- 
lete, and  that  the  only  key  to  decypher  ^it  should  be  found  in  the 
recollection  of  an  old  man  of  ninety.  We  must  ground  our  be- 
lief of  the  authenticity  of  the  whole  history  of  China,  prior  to 
the  time  of  Confucius,  on  this  man's  recollection  and  on  the  ob- 
solete document,  to  which  it  afforded  a  key;  and  after  alPdiis 
we  must  believe  that  Confucius  did  write,  and  possessed  authentic 
materials  for  writing,  this  Shoo-king  thus  miraculously  recovered. 
In  short,  believing  a^l  this,  we  must  conclude  the  mighty  empire 
of  China  to  have  been  in  a  state  of  gross  ignorance  and  barbarism, 
and  that  literature  had  made  little  or  no  progress  in  the  time  of 
Confucius.  The  extraordinary  homage  paid  to  his  memory  more  , 
from  long  distom  than  any  merit  which  his  writings  possess,  is 
some  proof  of  the  paucity  of  sages  and  philosophers  that  existed 
before  or  since  his  time.  Indeed  we  may  venture  to  say,  that  no 
man  in  any  age  or  nation  has  acquired  so  eminent  a  station  in  the 
temple  of  fame  with  so^slender  a  portion  of  desert  as  the  Chinese 
sage ;  and  that  th^re  is  to  ^e  foupd  iporp  worldly  wisdom  and  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  human  heart  in  a  single  chapter  of  Solo* 
spon,  than  in  the  seven  hundred  pages  of  Mr.  Marshman's  LuU" 
gnee  already  published,  and,  we  predict,  in  the  seven  hundred  more 
with  which  we  are  threatened ;  but  to  know  this  is  a  point  gained^ 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Marshmap's  extraordmary  perse- 
verance in  surmounting  difficulties  that  would  appal  men  of  ordi- 
4iary  minds,  and  which  perhaps  after  all,  will  iiot  be  deemed  worth 
the  pains  they  have  cost  in  conquering  them, 

^,  hpwever,  Mr.  Marshman  has  laboured  to  little  purpose  as  a 
translator,  he  has,  without  expressly  intending  it,  conferr^  on  us  a 
benefit  of  a  higher  nat^re.  His  work  is  indeed  ih^  best  of  satirea 
en  that  foo{isI^  qr  malignant  admiration  vi^hich  has  so  long  laboured 
to  persuade  th^  vvest^rn  worlds  that  their  literature  and  religion  are 
but  childishness  in  comparison  of  the  wisdom  and  illumination  of 
the  great  Confucius,  and  that  the  antiquity  of  the  divine  records  is 
but  of  a  late  date,  when  contrasted  with  the  countless  ages  of  the 
authentic  history  of  China. 
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Art.  VI.  1.  Practical  Observations  on  Ectropium,  Avtifitiai 
Pupil,  and  Cataract.  By  William  Adams,  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Oculist  Extraordinary  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  &c.  8cc.  8vo.  Londoii.  181^ 
pp.  268 ;  with  three  Plates. 

S.  Official  Papers  relating  to  Operations  performed  by  Order  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Moyal  Hospital  at  Greenwich,  for  the 
Purpose  of  ascertaining  the  general  Efficacy  of  the  new  Modes 
of  Treatmejit  practised  hy  Mr,  Adnms.  8vo.  London.  1814. 
pp.  25. 

T^HE  opinions  of  practical  surgeons  have  never  yet  been  per- 
-^  fectly  unanimous  with  respect  to  the  different  modes  of  ope- 
rating in  diseases  of  the  eye :  and  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  thq 
subject  cannot  be  better  illustrated,  than  by  tlie  comparison  of 
these  successive  publications,  in  the  first  of  which  the  ingenious 
author  has  described  a  new,  and  apparently  successful  mode  of  re- 
moving the  opaque  ci^sjialline  lens  in  cases  of  cataract,  intended 
universally  to  supersede  the  practice  of  extraction,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  best  modem  oculists ;  while  he  informs  us  in  the 
second,  after  an  interval  of  less  than  two  years,  that  wherever  the 
cataract  is  hard,  he  now  finds  it  most  eligible  to  extract  it  at  once^i 
but  by  a  process  totally  different  from  the  common  operation ;  and 
he  is  so  confident  of  the  merit  of  this  improvement,  as  to  assert^ 
'  that'  it  possesses  the  utmost  degree  of  excellence  which  it  is  pos^ 
sible  for  extraction  to  arrive  at.'  These  expressions  are  certainly, 
strong;  but,  although  we  can  scarcely  form  a  conjecture  respect^ 
ing  the  nature  of  this  new  and  secret  operation,  vve  are  not  unwil-; 
ling  to  admit  the  force  of  many  of  the  inventor's  reasonings,  and 
the  apparent  superibrity  of  the  success  of  his  practice.  We  have 
)Q6ver  been  ^nongst  the  warmest  advocates  for  indiscriminate  ex- 
traction ;  and  we  think  it  not  improbable,  that  the  objectiona  whicb 
have  been  made  to  some  of  Mr.  Adams's  operations,  as  being  fre- 
quently followed  by  a  violent  and  dangerous  inflammation,  may 
already  have  been  partly  overcome  by  his  late  improvements,  and 
pay  hereafter  be  still  further  obviated  by  the  dictates  of  his  future 
c^bfi^rvation  and  experience. 

For  the  ectropium,  or  ev«-sion  of  the  eyelid,  whicby  from  Ae. 
redness  and  thickening  of  the  inverted  part  of  (be  exposed  mem^ 
brane,  constitutes  a  very  disagreeable  kind  of  deformity,  as  well  as 
a  very  painful  disease,  a  variety  of  operations  have  formerly  been 
attempted  with  partial  success.  Mr.  Adams  appears  to  have  af- 
forded his  patients  more  complete  relief,  by  shortening,  the  hori-. 
^ontal  length  of  the  eyelid,  so  as  to  bind  down  the  parts  beneath, 
§9  closely  as  possible ;  the  disease  being  observed  to  produce  an 
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elongation  of  the  eyelid  and  its  integuments,  which,  in  the  usual 
practice,  has  almost  universally  b^n  die  cause  of  a  relapse.  In 
order  to  obtain  the  object  of  shortening  the  eyelid,  when  the  tume- 
^ed  parts  of  the  membrana  conjunctiva  have  been  removed,  he  cuts 
out,  with  a  pair  of  scissars,  near  the  external  angle,  a  triangular 
piece  of  the  tarsus  and  its  integuments,  and  connecting  the  parts 
by  a  single  ligature,  causes  them  to  unite  so  effectually  by  the  $rst 
intetition,  as  to  ensure  the  permanence  of  the  arrangement  thus 
made,  and  of  a  sufficient  degree  of  pressure  to  prevent  a  rene\val 
of  the  disease. 

The  operation  for  making  an  artificial  pupil,  where  the  natural 
one  has  been  either  closed  or  too  much  contracted,  or  where  a 
partial  opacity  of  the  central  parts  of  the  cornea  requires  a  lateral 
Opening  in  the  uvea,  had  been  attempted  in  various  ways  by  former 
oculists,  but  with  so  little  success,  that  the  most  experienced  sur- 
geons in  modern  times  scarcely  ever  practised  or  encouraged  it. 
Mr.  Adams  has  revived  the  operation  practised  and  recommended 
In  such  cases  by  GheseWen,  but  since  abandoned ;  having  modified 
in  some  degree  the  form  of  his  instruments  and  the  mode  of  their 
introduction,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  humours,  and  to 
divide  the  uvea  more  effectually.  He  finds  that  isuch  a  division, 
in  the  direction  of  one  of  the  diameters  of  the  iris,  is  generally  suf- 
ficient for  allowing  the  fibres  to  retract,  without  removing  any  part 
of  Aeir  substance,  and  that  in  this  manner  a  pupil  may  be  formed, 
which  is  sufficiently  large  for  every  purpose  of  vision :  and  in  order 
the  more  effectually  to  secure  its  permanency,  where  the  disease  i» 
complicated  with  cataract,  he  generally  places  some  fragments  of 
die  lens,  or  its  capsule,  *  as  a  plug,'  in  the  newly  formed  pupil. 
Mr.  Ware  seems  of  late  to  have  had  frequent  success  in  repeating 
the  operation  thus  revived  by  Mr.  Adams,  though  he  had  before 
been  induced  by  the  reports  of  other  oculists  to  disapprove  it. 
The  cases,  which  admit  of  relief  from  the  formation  of  an  artificial 
pupil,  are  much  more  frequent  than  might  be  supposed,  the  disease 
being  not  uncommonly  mistaken  for  gutta  serena,  an  incurable 
affection  of  the  optic  nerve. 

But  the  most  important  of  the  operations  on  the  eye,  i»  the 
most  frequently  required,  and  afforduig  the  most  effectual  relief]^ 
are  those  which  are  performed  for  the  cure  of  cataract.  Couch- 
ing, or  depressing  the  opaque  lens  backwards  into  the  vitreous  Hu- 
inour,  was  formerly  the  universal  practice  in  such  cases ;  and  the 
facility,  with  which  this  operation  is  performed,  would  give  it  an 
advantage  over  all  others,  if  it  were  not  liable  to  the  objection, 
diat  the  lens  or  its  fragments  are  generally  forced  back  in  a  few  days 
krto  their  natural  situation  by  fiie  elasticity  of  the  ne^hbouring 
^ts,  when  the  -  vitreous  humour  retains  its  natural,  organization. 
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This  objection  was  h6\feverso  strong,  that  the  best  ihodern  ocuKsts 
have  in  general  abandoned  it,  in  favour  of  the  more  effectual,  but 
somewhat  more  hazardous  mode,  of  extracting  the  lens  through  an 
aperture  at  the  margin  of  the  transparent  cornea.  The  peculiarity 
of  the  practice  adopted  by  Mr.  Adams  is  founded  on  the  observa- 
tion, that  all  extraneous  substances  exposed  to  the  aqueou§  htimofn* 
are  dissolved,  and  sooner  or  later  absorbed  :  so  tliat  when  this  hvh- 
mour  is  allowed  to  come  into  contact  with  the  dii^eased  crystalline, 
even  by  puncturing  the  anterior  part  of  the  capsule  only,  it  is  in 
some  cases  wholly  removed.  Indeed,  in  Mr.  Adams's  opinion,  this 
is  the  only  mode  in  which  opacities  in  the  lens  are  ever  found  to 
disappear,  while  it  remains  in  its  natural  situation ;  the  apparent  ef- 
fects of  stimnlant  applications  to  the  eye,  in  promoting  this  removaj, 
being,  as  he  thinks,  only  observable  where  the  disease  has  arisen 
from  an  accident,  which  may  have  lacerated  the  capsule ;  although 
he  allows  that  in  some  cases,  originally  syphilitic,  opacities  of  the 
capsule  itself  may  have  been  removed  by  the  use  of  mercury.  It  is 
however  remarkable,  that  the  process  of  absorption  proceeds  with 
far  greater  rapidity  in  the  anterior  than  in  the  posterior  chamber  : 
.and  on  this  circumstance  is  founded  the  improvement  of  bringing 
the  lens,  first  divided  into  two  or  more  parts,  by  sections  passing 
through  its  centre,  into  immediate  contact  with  the  cornea ;  the 
jMipil  being  previously  dilated  by  the  application  of  the  extract  of 
belladonna  to  the^eye,  about  an  hour  before  the  operation  f  aa  ap- 
plication which  affords  the  oculist  a  most  valuable  command  of  the 
motions  of  a  part  otherwise*  inaccessible,  and  which  in  some  cases 
may  be  habitually  repeated  every  day,  where  the  presence  of  opa- 
cities renders  such  a  dilatation  desirable.  If  the  cataract  be  hard, 
and  be  not  thus  divided,  its  nucleus  will  remain  so  long  unabsorbed 
as  to  produce  a  very  troublesome  degree  of  irritation  :  and  for  this 
reason,  Mr.  Adams  now  confines  this  mode  of  operatiiig  in  gresit 
measure  to  young  or  middle-aged  persons.  We  nuist  however  ob- 
serve, that  the  general  eligibility  of  bringhig  the  fragments  .of  the 
lens  into  the  anterior  chamber  is  denied  by  some  very  judicious 
practitioners.  Mr.  Stevenson  asserts  (Treatise  on  Cataract,  1813, 
p.  1 06)  that  he  has  '  never  yet  known  a  solitary  example'  of  the 
ruptured  lens  failing  to  become  sooner  or  later  dissolved  in  situ, 
'  and  so  entirely  absorbed,  as  not  to  leave  the  smallest  vestige  of  a 
cataract  behind.  Nor  is  it,  thus  circumstanced^^isposed  to  ex- 
cite any  pain  or  inflammation.' 

The  advantage  of  dividing  the  lens,  in  expediting  its  disappear- 
ance, was  known  to  CelsuB :  Mr.  Pott  records  several  cases  of  its 
being  absorbed  when  the  aqueous  humour  was  admitted  to  come 
into  contact  with  it.  Conradi,  Who  published  a  work  on  the  cata- 
^ctdt  Leipzig  in  1791,  Richter,  Scarpa,  and  others,  have  com- 
municated 
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.miinicated  information  which  has  facilitated  the  later  improvement 
that  have  been  made  in  this  country.  Mr.  Saunders  has,  however, 
the  merit  of  having  first  introduced  the  principle  of  absorption,  in 
conjunction  with  the  application  of  belladonna,  to  the  general  afr- 
iention  of  oculists.  Tij  Mr.  Gibson's  operation,  in  which  the  lens 
1)1  broken  down  before  extraction,  Mr.  Adams  objects,  that  it  is 
only  practicable  when  the  lens  is  of  such  a  consistence  as  to  be 
'very  easily  absorbed  without  extraction.  Instead  of  entering  more 
minutely  into  the  detail  of  Mr.  Adams's  directions  and  distinctions, 
we  shall  select  a  few  of  the  numerous  cases  which  he  relates,  as 
affording  the  best  illustration  of  his  practice. 

*  Case  XVIIL  (p.  96.)  Early  in  the  summer  of  1811,  the  child  of 
a  soldier  belonging  to  the  7th  Hussars  was  placed  under  my  care,  at 
the  request  of  Colonel  Vivian,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  at  that 
time  quartered  in  Dublin.  Soon  after  its  birth,  from  the  purulent 
ophthalmia  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye  had  become  ulcerated  through 
hs  whole  substance,  and  a  slight  protrusion  of  the  iris  ensued.  An  ad- 
hesion of  the  edge  of  the  pupil  to  the  cicatrix,  consequent  to  its  heal- 
ing, had  so  much  lessened  its  size,  that  it  was  completely  obscured  be- 
hind the  cicatrix,  and  the  patient  could  only  see  the  motion  of  objects, 
light,  colours,  &c.  Under  these  circumstances,  having  seated  the  child 
in  the  usual  manner  as  for  performing  the  operation  for  cataract,  I  in- 
troduced the  artificial  pupil  knife  into  the  cornea,  about  a  line  anterior 
to  the  iris,  and  liberated  the  adherent  edge  of  the  pupil ;  I  afterwards 
brought  part  of  the  iris  through  the  opening  made  in  the  cornea,  by 
which  the  natural  pupil  was  dragged  opposite  to  the  remaining  cleat 
part  of  that  coat.  Both  these  objects  I  accomplished  with  facility ;  the 
iris,  from  the  pressure  of  the  speculum,  immediately  after  its  libera- 
jtion,  protruded  through  the  puncture  in  the  cornea  so  much,  as  t« 
bring  its  pupillary  margin  in  contact  with  the  cut. 

'  No  inOammation  succeeded  the  operation,  and  ii\'  a  few  days  a 
weak  solution  of  argentum  pitratum  was  dropped  into  the  eye  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  which  assisted  to  heal  the  puncture,  and  entirely 
removed  the  projecting  part  of  the  iris.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  th« 
child  could  discern  small  objects  both  near  and  at  a  moderate  distance, 
with  a  precision  surpassing  my  expectations,  and  which  promised  a  vi- 
sion sufficient  to  answer  all  the  common  purposes  of  life.' 

*  Case  XXV.  (p.  198.)  Francis  Saxy,  of  Beer-regis,  Dorset,  aged 
18,  applied  to  me  at  Exeter,  in  the  summer  of  1810.  His  mothet 
stated,  that  he  was  bom  with  cataracts,  that  she  bad  taken  him  to 
London,  six  ye^rs  before,  when  an  operation  had  been  unsuccessfblly 
performed  on  his  left  eye,  by  an  eminent  oculist,  who  bad  refused  td 
make  any  further  attempt  on  it,  or  to  do  any  thing  to  the  other.  On 
examination,  I  found  the  capsule  in  the  left  eye  opaque,  mud)  tUo* 
kened,  and  destitute  of  the  lens.  In  this  eye,  the  vision  was  confitiecl 
to  a  mere  percejption  of  light  and  colours ;  but  with  the  other,  jn  which 
a  small  part  of  the  lem  remained  within  the  capsule,  he  co\ild  ^  to 
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walk  without  assistance.  The  21st  of  June.  1810,  I  detached  in  the 
iisuat  raanner  the  thickened  capstfle  in  the  left  eye,  and  depressed  it 
below  the  axis  of  vision  without  difficulty ;  but  in  the  right,  some  time 
and  much  trouble  were  required,'  in  order  to  divide  the  thickened  cap- 
sule sufficiently  to  allow  the  escape  of  the  pieces  of  cataract ;  these,  as 
well  as  the  opaque  capsule,  I  at  length  succeeded  in  placing  in  the  an- 
terior chamber.  Much  pain  had  been  occasioned  by  the  difficulty 
attending  the  separation  of  the  capsule,  and  in  the  afternoon  consider- 
jftble  inflammation  came  on,  venaeseclion  was  performed,  but  no  blood 
was  lost,  as  the  patient  fainted  during  the  operation.  Six  leeches  were 
therefore  applied,  which  abstracted  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood, 
and  relieved  him  from  all  pain ;  but  the  redness  of  the  eye  and  intole- 
rance of  light  continuing,  the  third  day  I  ordered  four'  more  leeches, 
and  a  blister  to  the  temple.  By  these  means,  together  with  the  use  of 
aperients  and  emollient  applications,  every  dangerous  symptom  disap- 
peared in  four  or  five  days.  A  week  after  the  operation,  all  bandages 
were  left  off,  the  piipil  was  perfectly  clear,  and  he  could  see  distinctly. 
The  pieces  of  cataract  were  also  absorbed;  but  scarcely  any  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  capsule.  In  little  more  than  three  weeks  after 
the  operation,  by  the  application  of  the  vinum  opii  three  times  a  day, 
and  the  occasional  employment  of  a  collyrium  composed  of  the  sulfate 
of  zinc,  all  weakness  and  irritation  having  been  completely  subdued,  I 
allowed  him  to  return  home.  Previous  to  his  departure  from  Exeter, 
the  capsule  in  the  right  eye  had  considerably  contracted,  and  left  four 
fifths  of  the  upper  part  of  the  pupil  clear,  which  enabled  him  to  dis- 
tinguish, and  point  out  with  a  probe,  the  smallest  letters.  Eighteen 
months  after  these  operations  I  learnt  that  the  capsule  had  not  entirely 
disappeared,  but  was  so  much  diminished  iu  size  that  it  no  longer  ob- 
scured any  part  of  the  pupil.' 

,.  Mr.  Adams  observes;  p.  235^  that  in  one  of  his  patients  the 
pupil  was  rendered  mucb  larger  dian  at  first,  which  he  considers 
*  as  a  very  fortunate  circumstance;  as  the  sphere  of  vision  conse- 
quently must  be  much  increased.'  This  statement  appears  to  im- 
ply a  misconception  of  the  manner^  or  at  least  of.  the  degree,  in 
ti'hich  the  sphere  of  vision  is  limited :  in  the  natural  state  of  the 
eye  the  difference  of  the  field  of  vision^  when  the  pupil  is  dilated 
and  contracted,  is  nearly  imperceptible  ;  and  it  could  oiJy  be  from 
considerable  opacities  of  some  of  the  parts  naturally  transparent, 
that  its  magnitude  could  much  affect  tliat  of  the  sphere  of  vision^  in 
a  state  of  disease. 

The  report  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Hospital  at  Greenwich 
includes  the  result  of  the  operations  formerly  performed  on  the 
pensioners;  as  compared  with  that  of  Mr.  Adams's  practice ;  and 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  comparison  is  higlily  favourable 
to  the  credit  of  his  improvements.  Out  of  twenty-four  former  cases 
6f  extraction,  one  only  had  been  completely  successful :  twelve  eyes 
were  totally  destroyed;  four  had  obliterated  pupils;  three  gutta  se- 
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r€Da,  and  secondary  cataract,  four  opaque  corneas,  and  other  dis- 
eased changes.  On  the  other  hand  of  Mr.  Adams's  thirty-one 
operations,  twenty-nine  are  recapitulated  as  perfectly  successful, 
one  only  unsuccessful,  one  patieiU  having  been  discharged  for 
irregularity. 

'  It  is  very  important  to  have  ascertained,'  they  observe,  p.  7>  *  by 
actual  experiment,  as  Mr.  Adams  has  done  on  several  of  the  pension- 
ers, that  ihe  optic  nerve,  although  so  much  diseased  as  to  have  de- 
terred a  former  practitioner  from  operating,  yet,  by  the  removal  of  tli.e 
cataracts,  and  subjecting  the  eyes  to  a  particular  plan  of  discipline, 
their  functions  have  been  sufficiently  recovered  to  afford  useful,  and 
sometimes  almost  perfect  vision.  An  instance  of  the  latter  is  shown  in 
the  case  of  Hartgill,  blind  for  nearly  twenty  years,  as  supposed,  by  all 
the  highest  authorities  in  London,  from  gutta  serena,  for  which  disease 
he  had  been  treated.  Bray's  and  Wilkins's  perfect  restoration  to  sight 
4re  little  less  extraordinary,  from  the  great  age  of  the  former,  [80]  and 
the  latter  having  had  an  artificial  pupil  formed  after  a  complete  oblite-- 
ration  of  that  aperture,  by  an  unsuccessful  operation  of  extracting  the 
cataract,  performed  seven  years  since. 

'  These,  together  with  the  other  cases  included  in  the  two  last  divi- 
sions of  the  report,  prove  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  persons  unhap- 
pily afflicted  with  blindness,  and  hitherto  considered  incurable,  are  now 
susceptible  of  relief  from  the  new  and  improved  operations,  and  the 
after-management  of  the  eyes,  practised  by  Mr.  Adams. 

'  In  addition  to  the  gratifying  contents  of  the  second  report,  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  that  Mr.  Adanui 
has  discovered  a  mode  of  curing  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  which  has 
been  successfully  practised  upon  several  of  the  pensioners,  some  of 
whom  had  been  blind  for  three  or  four  years,  and  given  up  as  incurable 
by  the  most  eminent  oculists  then  in  London.  The  communication 
that  this  destructive,  and  hitherto  intractable  disease  admits  of  cure,  we 
conceive  will  be  gladly  received  by  the  Board,  and  the  promulgation 
by  Mr.  Adams  of  this  important  discovery  be  considered  as  a  great 
fiational  desideratwn* 

*  It  may  be  proper,'  says  Mr.  Adams,  p.  14,  '  to  inform  your  Ho- 
nourable Board,  that  I  have  not  confined  myself  to  any  individual  ope- 
ration in  the  treatment  of  the  pensioners  blind  of  cataract  entrusted  to 
tny  care.  My  instruments  and  modes  of  operating  have  varied  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  required.  Where  the  consistence  of  the  cataract  has 
admitted  of  an  immediate  and  complete  division,  I  have  placed  the  se- 
parated portions  in  a  situation  which  ensured  their  absorption  in  five  or 
six  weeks.  In  these  cases,  the  general  success  of  the  operation  exceeds 
all  credibility  with  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  tbo 
results  of  other  modes  of  practice.  Of  upwards  of  eight f^  persms  born 
blind  of  cataracts,  upon  whom  I  have  performed  this  operation,  I  have 
not  lost  an  eye.  In  three  instances  alone,  in  which  I  was  prevented 
from  repeating  the  operation,  it  did  not  produce  the  anticipated  bene- 
fit; and  I  should  consider  myself  unfortunate,  were  I  at  any  time  to  b« 
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less  successful  in  an  equal  number  of  persons  who  became  blmd  from 
cataracts  after  birth,  provided  tbey  admitted  of  being  treated  in  the 
manner  already  described,  and  the  health  of  the  patients  was  in  a  state 
favourable  for  the  operation.  Hence  arises  a  very  important  qi^estion : 
To  what  period  of  life  does  this  particular  practice  apply?  To  which  I 
have  a  ready  answer ;  That  I  have  never  failed  in  being  enabled  to  effect 
this  necessary  division  in  persons  under  ybr?j/  years  of  age ;  very  rarely 
in  those  hei\seei\  forty  ^nd^fty,  and  have  frequently  succeeded  in  per- 
sons in  the  most  advanced  periods  of  life. 

*  Where  the  cataract  is  too  hard  and  solid  to  admit  of  this  immediate 
division,  I  do  not  attempt,  as  was  my  former  practice,  to  effect  its  ab- 
sorption by  a  frequent  repetition  of  the  operation ;  but  I  at  once  extract 
it.  This,  however,  is  accomplished  by  a  process  totally  different  from 
that  I  have  felt  it  a  duty  to  deprecate,  a  process  which  I  must  claim  to 
be  novel,  and  which  happily  attains  the  highly  important  desiderata 
which  had  been  hitherto  considered  unattainable,  while  it  obviates  the 
many  causes  of  failure  which  rendered  the  usual  mode  of  extraction  so 
generally  unsuccessful. .  From  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
and  the  favourable  results  of  its  termination  during  the  last  two  years 
that  I  have  extensively  practised  it,  I  feel  myself  warranted  in  assert- 
ing, that  it  possesses  the  utmost  degree  of  excellence  which  it  is  possible 
for  extraction  to  arrive  at,  and  that  its  general  success  will  prove  nearly 
as  great  as  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  soft  cataract.  To  deter 
other  persons  from  claiming  it  as  their  invention,  or  anticipating  me  in 
its  communication  to  the  public,  (as  was  the  case  with  my  instruments 
and  operation  for  the  cure  of  the  soft  cataract,  and  my  siyccessful  revi- 
▼al  of  an  obsolete  operation  for  artificial  pupil,)  I  have  requested  Mr. 
M'Laughlin  to  record  on  the  hospital  books,  the  different  stages  of  this 
operation,  as  he  has  seen  me  perform  it  on  several  of  the  pensioners.' 

.  *  In  many  cases  an  artificial  pupil  has  been  made,  as  well  as  th6 
cure  effected  of  the  cataract,  with  which  the  disease  of  obliterated  pu- 
pil was  complicated.  Again,  where  the  pupil,  though  not  obliterated, 
was  much  contracted  from  adherent  cataract,  a  different  operation  was 
practised.  In  other  instances  I  have  removed  secondary  or  membra- 
nous cataracts,  which  had  come  on  after  the  usual  mode  of  extraction 
had  been  to  all  appearance  perfectly  accomplished. 

*  I  have  also  in  my  treatment  of  the  pensioners  ascertained  a  fact  of 
very  great  practical  importance,  which  will  in  a  great  degree  explain 
the  general  bad  success  of  the  operation  of  extraction,  as  it  is  usually 
performed ;  namely,  that  the  vitreous  humour  was  in  a  state  of  disso- 
lution nearly  in  one  half  of  the  eyes  on  which  I  operated.  This  is  ^  dis- 
eased change  which  can  rarely  be  perceived  before  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  and  which  authors  agree  must  occasion  a  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  eye,  whensoever  the  cataract  is  extracted  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. In  these  cases  I  performed  an  operation  of  a  different  kind  from 
any  of  the  former. 

*'  The  happy  result  which  has  attended  such  a  combination  of  prac- 
tice, (by  which  peculiar  and  appropriate  instruments  and  modes  of  ope- 
ration have  been  adapted  to  each  variety  of  the  disease,)  proves  that 
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those  who  pursue  one  beaten  track,  in  all  cases,  must  necessarily  fail 
in  a  very  lai^e  proportion  of  them ;  and  still  further  accounts  for  th© 
bad  success  formerly  attending  the  operation. of  extraction  on  the  pen- 
sioners/ 

It  is  true  that  the  mode  in  which  the  result  of  Mr.  Adams's  suc- 
cessful experiments  at  Greenwich  is  made  public,  without  a  com- 
plete description  of  the  nature  of  the  operations  performed,  and 
with  formal  attestations  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  adduced,  appears 
to  us  to  be  somewhat  beneath  the  dignity  of  regular  practice :  but 
the  report  of  that  result  being  so  highly  favourable,  and  so  per- 
fectly well  authenticated,  we  have  dioiight  it  our  duty  to  over-  ^ 
cpme  the  reluctance  which  this  approach  to  the  garb  of  empiri- 
cism had  created,  and  to  contribute  our  part  towards  rendering 
more  public  the  merits  of  an  operator  so  skilful  and  ingenious  as 
Mr.  Adams,  now  Sir  William,  has  proved  himself  to  be. 


Akt.  VII.     Waverley;  or,  Uis  Sixtt/  Years  since.    S  vols.  12mo. 
Edinburgh.  ^1814. 

W/  E  have  had  so  many  occasions  to  invite  our  readers'  attention 
^^  to  that  species  of  composition  called  Novels,  and  have  so 
often  stated  our  general  views  of  the  principles  of  this  very  agreeable 
branch  of  literature;  that  we  shall  venture  on  t^e  consideration  of 
our  present  subject  with  but  a  few  observations,  and  those  appli- 
cable to  a  class  of  novels,  of  which  it  is  a  favourable  specimen. 

The  earlier  novelists  wrote  at  periods  when  society  was  not  per- 
fectly formed,  and  we  find  that  their  picture  of  life  was  an  embody- 
ing of  their  own  conceptions  of  the  '  beau  idiul' — Heroes  all 
generosity  and  ladies  all  chastity,  exalted  above  the  vulgarities 
of  society  and  nature,  maintain,  through  eternal  folios,  their  vision- 
ary virtues,  without  the  stain  of  any  moral  frailty,  or  the  degra- 
dation of  any  human  necessities.     But  this  bigh-flovvn  style  went 
out  of  fashion  as  the  great  mass  of  mankind  became  more  iuformed 
of  each  other's  feelings  and  concerns,  and  as  a  nearer  intercourse^ 
taught  them  that  the  real  course  of  human  life  is  a  conflict  of  dutjf* 
H"*  and  desire,  of  virtue  and  passion,  of  right  and  wrong ;  in  the  de- 
\  scription  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  uniform  virtue 
^  or  unredeemed  vice  would  be  in  the  greater  degree  tedious  and 
[absurd. 

The  novelists  next  endeavoured  to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  so*- 
ciety.     The  characters  in  Gil  Bias  and  Tom  Jones  are  not  indi- 
viduals so  much  as  specimens  of  the  human  race  ;  and  these  de- 
lightful works  have  been,  are,  and  ever  will  be  popular,  because 
they  present  lively  and  accurate  delineatbus  of  the  workings  of  tb^ 
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human  soul,  and  tb^it  every  man  who  reads  them  is  obKged  to  con- 
fess to  himself,  that  in  similar  circumstances  with  the  pierson^ges  of 
Le  Sage  and  Fielding,  he  would  probably  have  acted  in  the  way 
in  which  they  are  described  to  have  done. 

From  this  species  the  transition  to  a  third  was  natural.  The  first 
class  was  theory — ^it  was  improved  into  a  generic  deseriptioRi  aiKl 
that  ag^n  led  the  way  to  a  more  particular  classificationr-*HV<€opy* 
ing  not  of  man  in  gi^neral,  but  of  men  of  a  peculiar  nation,  profes- 
sion,  or  temper,  or,  to  go  a  step  further — of  individuids. 

Tlius  Aicander  and  Cyrus  could  never  have  existed  in  baman 
society — they  are  neither  French,  nor  English,  nor  Italian,  because 
it  is  only  allegorically  that  they  are  men^  Tom  Jones  might  have 
been  a  Frenchman,  and  Gil  Bias  an  Englishman,  because  the 
essence  of  their  characters  is  human  nature,  and  the  personal  situa- 
tion of  the  individual  i$  almost  indifferent  to  the  success  of  the  ob- 
{'ect  which  the  author  proposed  to  himself :  while,  on  the  other, 
land,  the  characters  of  the  most  popular  novels  of  later  times  are 
Irish,  or  Scotch,  or  French,  and  not  in  the  abstract,  men. — ^The 
general  operations  of  nature  are  circumscribed  to  her  effects  on  ^ 
individual  character,  and  the  modem  novels  of  this  class,  compared 
with  the  broad  and  noble  style  of  the  earlier  writers,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  Dutch  pictures,  delightful  in  their  vivid  and  minute  de- 
tails of  common  life,  wonderfully  entertaining  to  the  close  observer 
of  peculiarities,  and  highly  creditable  to  the  accuracy,  observation 
and  humour  of  the  painter,  but  exciting  none  of  those  more  ex- 
alted feelings,  giving  none  of  those  higher  views  of  the  human  soul 
which  delight  and  exalt  the  mind  of  the  spectator  of  Raphael,  Cor- 
reggio,  or  Murillo.' 

But  as  in  a  gallery  we  are  glad  to  see  every  style  of  excellence, 
and  are  ready  to  amuse  ourselves  with  Teniers  and  Gerard  Dow,  so 
we  derive  great  pleasure  from  the  congenial  delineations  of  Castle 
Rack-rent  and  Waverley ;  and  we  are  well  assured  that  any  reader 
who  is  qualified  to  judge  of  the  illustration  we  have  borrowed  from 
a  sister  art,  will  not  accuse  us  of  undervaluing,  by  this  comparison^ 
either  Miss  Edgeworth  or  the  ingenious  author  of  the  work  now 
under  consideration.  We  mean  only  to  say,  that  the  line  of  writ- 
ing which  they  have  adopted  is  less  comprehensive  and  less  sub- 
lime, but  not  that  it  is  less  entertaining  or  less  useful  than  that  of 
thjeir  predecessors.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  utility  constitutes 
merit  in  a  novel,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  preferring  the  modems 
to  their  predecessors.  We  do  not  believe  that  any  man  or  woman 
was  ever  iipproved  in  morals  or  manners  by  the  reading  of  Tom 
Jones  or  Pev^rine  Pickle,  though  we  are  confident  that  many  have 
profited  by  tl|e  Tales  of  Fashionable  Life,  and  the  Cottagers  of 
Gfenbunue» 

VOL.  XI.  NO.  xxn.  A  A  We 
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,  We  have  heard  Waverley  called  a  Scotch 'Castle  Rack-rent ;  and 
vfe  have  ourselves  alluded  to  a  certain  resemblance  foetyr^n  these 
works;' but  we  must  beg  leave  to  explain  that  the  resemblance 
consists  only  in  this,  that  the  one  is  a  description  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  Scottish  manners  as  the  other  is  of  tnose  of  Ireland ;  aud 
that  we  are  far  from  placing  on  die  same  level  the  merits  and  qua- 
lities of  the  works.  Waverley  is  of  a  much  higher  strain^  and  may 
be  safely  placed  far  above  the  amusing  vulgarity  of  Castle  Rack- 
renty  and  by  the  side  of  Ennui  or  the  Absentee,  the  best  undoubtedly 
of  Miss  Eclgeworth*s  compostions. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  our  readers  a  general  view  of  the 
story,  together  with  extracts  of  such  particular  passages  as  will  best 
convey  to.  them  the  peculiarities  of  the  author's  object  and  st^e. 

Waverley  is  a  young  Englishman  of  an  ancient  and  affluent  family, 
which  had  the  misfortune  of  deserving  the  glory  or  the  disgrace 
conferred  by  the  title  of  Jacobite. 

Circumstances,  too  numerous  and  too  minute  for  recapitulation, 
give  to  his  mind  a  romantic,  vacillating,  and  dilatory  propensity, 
and  he  enters  the  world  very  litde  skilled  in  the  ways  of  mankind^ 
and  almost  as  little  conscious  of  his  ovim  character. 

About  the  year  1744  he  leaves  the  seat  of  his  tory  ancestors 
with  a  troop  of  dragoons  raised  on  their  estate,  to  join  in  Scot- 
land a  regiment  of  horse  in  which  he  had  obtained  a  captain's  com- 
mission. 

But  besides  his  commission  he  took  with  him  a  writing  oJF  a  very 
different  tendency  in  its  character  and  consequences — a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  his  uncle,  Sir  Everard  Waverley,  to  an  ol4 
friend  apd  fellow  sufferer  ^in  the  good  cause  of  the  Stuarts/  a^ 
Mr.  Cosmo  Comyne  Bradwardine,  better  known,  it  appears,  in  > 
Scotland,  by  the  title  of  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine,  or  the  terri- 
torial appellative  of  TuHy-Veolan. 

Young  Waverley  takes  an  early  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  pay 
his  respects  to  his  uncle's  friend,  and  obtains,  for  that  purpose, 
leave  of  absence  from  his  regipient,  which  he  never  after  rejoihs. 
We  shall  now  introduce  to  our  readers,  in  the  lively  description^  of- 
the  author  himself,  the  Baron  of  Bradwai*dine : —  .    . 

*  He  was  a  tall,  thin,  athletic  figure,  old  indeed  alid  grey*haired,  bat ' 
with  every  muscle  rendered  as  tough  as  whip-cord  by  constant  exercise. 
He  vfB%  dressed  carelessly,  and  more  like  a  Frenchman^  ihatl  an  £n^ 
glishman  of  the  period,  while,  from  his  hard  features  and  jperjpendicular. 
rigidity  of  stature,  he  bore' some  resemblance  to  a  Swiss. officer  of  the  i 
guards,  who  had  resided  some  time  at  Paris,  and  caught  «4jie  cos^m^k 
but  not  the  ease  or  manner  of  its  inhabitants.  The  truth  wa^,^  thaf  hip 
language  and  habits'were  as  heterogeneous  as  his  external  iippearaQCc;. 

'  Owing  to  his  natural  disposition  to  study,  or  perhaps* to  a. ve?y  ge-»^ 
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neral  Scottish  fashion  of  givtdg  young  men  of  raiik  a  le^t  edncation, 
he  had  been  bred  with  a  view  to  the  bar.  But.  the  politics  of  his  fsb- 
mily  precluding  the  hope  of  his  rising  in  thul  i)rofc8sion,  Mr«3radwar- 
dine  travelled  for  several  years,  and  made  five  campaigns  in  foreign 
service.  After  his  demel6e  with  the  law  of  high  trea^ODi  in  1715,  He 
had  lived  in  retirement,  conversing  almost  entirely  with  those  of  his  own 
principles  in  the  vicinage.  To  this  must  be  added  the  prejudices  of 
Ancient  birth  and  Jacobite  politics,  greatly  strengthened  by  habits  of 
solitary  and  secluded  authority,  wnich,  though  exercised  only  within 
the  bounds  of  his  half-cultivated  estate,  was  there  indisputable  and  un- 
disputed.*— vol.i.  p.  130. 

*  At  his  first  address  to  Waverley,  it  would  seem  that  the  hearty  |^lea- 
sure  he  felt  to  behold  the  nephew  of  his  friend  had  somewhat  discom- 
posed the  stiff  and  upright  dignity  of  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine's  de- 
meanour, for  the  tears  stood  in  the  old  gentleman's  eyes,  when,  having 
first  shaken  Edward  heartily  by  the  hand  in  the  English  fashion,  he  em- 
braced  him  a-la-mode  Frangoise,  and  kissed  him  on  both  sides  of  the 
face ;  w^hile  the  hardness  of  his  gripe,  and  the  quantity  of  Scotch  snuff 
which  his  accolade  communicated,  called  corresponding  drops  of  moisture 
to  the  eyes  of  his  guest.  "  Upon  the  honour  of  a  gentleman,**  he  said, "  but 
it  makes  me  young  again  to  see  you  here,  Mr.  Waverley  !  A  worthy 
scion  of  the  old  stock  of  Waverley-Honour — spes  altera,  as  Maro  hath 
it— and  you  have  thelook  ofthe  old  line,  Captain  Waverley;  not  so  portly 
yet  as  ray  old  friend  Sir  Everard — mats  cela  viendra  avec  le  terns  as  my 
Dutch  acquaintance,  Bamn  Kikkitbroeck,  said  of  the  sagesse  of  Madame 
son  Spouse. — And  so  ye  have  mounted  the  cockade  ?  Right,  right ; 
though  I  could  have  wished  the  colour  different,  and  so  I  would  ha' 
deemed  might  Sir  Everard,  But  no  more  of  that ;  1  am  old,  and  times 
are  changed.— And  how  does  the  worthy  knight  baronet  and  the  fair 
Mrs.  Rachel  ? — Ah,  ye  laugh,  young  man  ;  but  she  was  the  fair  Mi's. 
Rachel  in  the  year  of  grace  seventeen  hundred  and  sixteen;  but  time 
passes — et  singula predantur  anni — that  is  most  certain.  But  once  again, 
ye  are  most  heartily  welcome  to  my  poor  house  of  Tiilly-Veolan ! — 
Hie  to  the  house,  Rose,  and  see  that  Alexander  Saundereon  looks  out 
the  ^Id  Chateau  Margoux,  ^hich  I  sent  frbm  Bourdeaux  K>  Dundee  in 
the  year  17*3*."  '—vol.  i.  pp.  130—132. 

The  person  mentioned  iti  the  larst  sentence  under  the  name  of 
Rose^  was  Miss  BradHvardine,  an  amiable  young  lady,  who,  in 
the  due  process  of  the  book,  becomes  Mrs.  Waverley,  but  of  whom  ' 
it  will  not  be  neqessai^,  nor  woul^  it  be  very  practicable,  to  give  our 
readers  any  much  more  extended  account*  Modesty,  gentleness, 
good  .nature^  and  good  temper  compose  an  excellent  wife,  but'they 
are,  fortumisily  for  mankind,  qualifications  and  merits  of  too  ordi- 
nary i(ic4^irrie»ee  to  be  of  much  use  to  those  moral  caricaturists 
called  writers  of  novels.  We,  therefore,  hasten  from  the  character 
which,  in  real  life,  would  most  attach  us,  to  a  description  of  the  un- 
coiith  personages  who  paitook  with  Waverley  the  wild  hospitalities 
of%11y-Veolan.  . 
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.  *  These,  as  the  Baron  assured  his  young  friend,  were  'very  estimahle 
persons.  "  'Hicrc  wa^  tbo  young  Laird  of  Balmawhapple,  a  Falconer 
by  surname,  of  the  houst  of  Glenfarquhar,  given  right. much  to  field- 
f^poTis^gstidct  cquis  ct  aimhus — t)ut  a  very  discreet  young  gentleman. 
Then  there  was  the  Laird  of  Killancureit„  who  had  devoted  his  leisure 
jint'tU  tillage  and  agricullure.  He  is,  as  ye  may  well  suppose  from  such 
a  tendency,  but  of  yeoman  extraction — servabit  odorem  testa  diu — and  I 
bt^lievey  hetwct^n  ourselves,  his  grandsire  ^as  from  the  wrong  side  of  the 
Border — uiif  Rullaegg,  who  came  hither  as  a  steward,  or  bailiff,  or  ground 
ullicer,  or  something  in  that  department,  to  the  last  Girnigo,  of  Killan- 
cureit,  who  died  of  an  atrophy.  After  his  master's  death,  sir, — ye 
would  hardly  believe  such  a  scandal, — but  this  Bullsegg,  being  portly 
find  comely  of  at^pect,  intermarried  with  the  lady  dowager,  who  was 
young  and  amorous,  and  possessed  himself  of  the  estate,  which  devolved 
on  thiij  unhappy  woman  by  a  settlement  of  her  urn  while  husband,  in 
direct  contravention  of  an  unrecorded  taillie^  and  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  di5iponer'.s  own  flesh  and  blood,  in  the  person  of  his  natural  heir  and 
seventh  cousin,  Girnigo  of  Tipperhewit,  whose  family  was  so  reduced 
by  the  ensuing  law-suit,  that  his  representative  is  now  serving  as  a  pri- 
Tate  gentleman'sentinel  in  the  Highland  Black  Watch.  But  this  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  Bullsegg  of  Killancureit  that  now  is,  hath  good  blood  in 
bis  veins  by  the  mother  and  grandmother,  who  were  both  of  the  family 
of  rickletiUim^  and  he  is  well  liked  and  looked  upon,  and  knows  his  own 
place.  There  is,  besides,  a  clergyman  of  the  true  (though  suffering) 
epttiCDpa!  church  of  Scotland.  He  was  a  confessor  in  her  cause  after 
the  year  17 i5,  when  a  whiggish  mob  destroyed  his  meeting-house,  tore 
bis  surplice,  and  plunderea  bis  dwelling-place  of  four  silver  spoons, 
introraittins  also  with  his  mart  and  his  meal-ark,  and  with  two  barrels, 
one  of  single  and  one  of  double  ale,  besides  three  bottles  qf  brandy. 
IVTy  baron- baiUie  and  doer,  Mr.  Duncan  Macwheeble,  is  the  fourth  of 
tjur  list." 

*  As  thus  he  described  them  by  person  and  name, 
They  entered,  and  dinner  was  served  as  they  came/ 

*  The  Baron  eat  like  a  fainished  soldier,  the  Laird  of  Balmawhapple 
like  a  ^ortsman,  Bullsegg  of  Killancureit  like  a  farmer,  Woverley  him- 
self like  a  traveller,  and  Baillie  Macwheeble  eat  like  all  four  together* 

*  When  the  dinner  was  removed,  the  baron  announced  the  health  of 
the  ^'ffg,  politely  leaving  to  the  consciences  of  his  guests  to  drink  to  the 
sovereign  de facto  or  de  jure^  as  their  politics  inclined.  The  conversa- 
tion now  became  general^  a>nd,  shortly  afterwards,  Miss  Bradwardine, 
who  bad  done  the  honours  with  natural  grace  and  simplicity,  retired, 
and  was  soon  followed  by  the  clergyman.  Among  the  rest  of  the  party, 
the  wine,  which  fully  justified  the  encomiums  of  the  landlord,  Aowed 
freely  roiHid,  although  Waverley,  with  some  difficulty,  obtained  the  pti* 
Til^^  of  sometimes  neglecting  his  glass.  At  length,  as  the  evening 
^ew  more  bte,  the  Baron  made  a  private  signal  to  Mr.  Saunders  Sauo- 
derson,  or^  as  he  facetiously  denominated  him,  Akxander  ab  AlexaxdrOf 
who  left  the  room  with  a  nod,  and  soon  after  returned,  his  grave  coun-» 
lenance  mantling  with  a  solemn  and  mysterious  smile,  and  placed  before 
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liis  master  a  small  oaken  casket,  mounted  with  brass  ornaments  of 
curious  form.  The  Baron,  drawing  out  a  private  key,  unlocked  the 
casket,  raised  the  lid,  and  produced  a  golden  goblet  of  a  singular  and 
antique  appearance,  moulded  into  the  shape  of  a  rampant  bear,  which 
tlie  owner  regarded  with  a  look  of  mingled  reverence,  pride,  and  de- 
light, that  irresistibly  reminded  Waverley  of  Ben  Jonson's  Tom  Otter^ 
with  his  Bull,  Horse,  and  Dog,  as  that  wag  wittily  denominated  his 
chief  carousing  cups.  But  Mr.  Bradwardine,  turning  towards  him  with 
complacency,  requested  him  to  observe  this  cunnus  reliqut!  of  the  oldcti 
time.  "It  represents,"  he  said,  "the  cboisen  crest  of  our  family,  a 
bear,  as  ye  observe,  and  rampant;  because  a  gtmd  herald  will  dcpitt 
every  animal  in  its  noblest  posture,  as  a  liurse  satitnt^  a  greyhound  atr* 
rant^  and,  as  may  be  inferred,  a  ravenous  animnl  in  aciufhocwri^  or  in 
a  voracious,  lacerating,  and  devouring  posture.  Now,  nir^  we  hold  thtt 
most  honourable  atchievement  by  the  wappen-brief,  or  concession  of 
arms  of  Frederick  Red-beard,  emperor  of  Germany,  to  my  predecessor 
Godmond  Bradwardine,  being  the  crest  of  a  glean  tic  Dane,  whom  he 
slew  in  the  lists  in  the  Holy  Land,  on  a  qu arret  touching  the  chastity 
of  the  emperor's  spouse  or  daughter,  tradition  saith  uot  precisely  which; 
and  thus,  as  Virgilius  hath  it — 

Mutemus  clypeos,  Dauauraque  insignia  nobis 
Aptemus. 
Then  for  the  cup,  Captain  Waverley,  it  was  wrought  by  the  coraimand 
of  Saint  Duthac,  abbot  of  Abberbrothock,  for  behoof  of  another  baron 
of  the  house  of  Bradwardine,  who  had  valiantly  defended  the  patri> 
mony  of  that  monastery  against  certain  encroaching  nobles.  It  is  pro- 
perly termed  the  Blessed  Bear  of  Bradwardine,  (though  old  Dr.  Doublet 
used  jocosely  to  call  it  Ursa  Major,)  and  was  supposed,  in  old  and 
catholic,  times,  to  be  invested  with  certain  properties  of  a  mystical  and 
supernatuaal  quality.  And  though  1  give  not  in  to  such  amVia,  it  is 
certain  it  has  always  been  esteemed  a  solemn  standard  cup  and  heir- 
loom of  our  house ;  nor  is  it  ever  used  but  upon  seasons  of  high  festival^ 
and  «uch  I  hold  to  be  the  arrival  of  the  heir  of  Sir  Everard  under  my 
roof;  and  I  devote  this  draught  to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the 
ancitnt  and  highly- to-be-honoured  house  of  Waverley/*  During  this 
long  harangue,  he  carefully  decanted  a  cobwebbed  bottle  of  chiret  into 
the  goblet,  which  held  nearly  an  English  pint;  and,  at  the  conclusion, 
delivering  the  bottle  to  the  butler,  to  be  held  carefully  in  the  same 
angle  with  the  horizon,  he  devoutly  quaffed  off  the  contents  of  thd 
Blessed  Bear  of  Bradwardine. 

*  Edward,  with  horror  and  alarm,  beheld  the  animal  making  his^ 
rounds,  and  thought  with  great  anxiety  upon  the  appropriate  motto, 
"Beware  the  bear;"  but  plainly  foresaw,  that,  as  none  of  the  guests 
scrupled  to  do  him  this  extraordinary  honour,  a  refusal  on  his  part  to 
pledge  their  courtesy  would  be  extremely  ill  received.  Resolving, 
therefore,  to  submit  to  this  last  piece  of  tyranny,  and  theti  to  quit  th« 
table,' if  possible,  and  confiding  in  the  strength  of  his  constitution,  he  drd 
justice  to  the  company  in  the  contents  of  the  Blessed  Bear,  and  felt  less 
iticonveniency  from  the  drattght  than  he  could  posftibty  have  expected. 
"Tk^  others,  whose  time  had  been  more  actively  employed,  begiia  to 
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show  syroptoras  of  innovation,  "  tbe  good  wine  did  its  good  office.*' 
The  frost  of  etiquette,  and  pride  of  birth,  began  to  give  way  before  the 
genial  blessings  of  this  benign  constellation,  and  tbe  foi;mal  appellatives 
with  which  Uie  tbree  dignitaries  had  hitherto  addressed  each  other, 
were  now  femiliarly  abbreviated  into  Tully,  Bally,  and  Killie.  When 
a  few  rounds  had  passed,  the  two  latter,  after  whispering  together, 
craved  permission  (a  joyful  hearing  for  Edward)  to  ask  the  grace  cup. 
This,  after  some  delay,  was  at  length  produced,  and  Waverley  con- 
cluded the  .orgies  of  Bacchus  were  terminated  for  the  evening.  He 
was  never  more  mistaken  in  bis  life.  As  the  guests  had  left  their  horses 
at  the  small  inn,  or  ckange-house,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  village,  tbe 
Baron  could  not,  in  politeness,  avoid  walking  with  them  up  the  avenue^ 
and  Waverley,  from  the  same  motive,  and  to  enjoy,  after  this  feverish 
afevel,  the  cool  summer  evening,  attended  the  party.  But  when  they 
arrived  at  Luckie  Macleary  s,  the  Lairds  of  Balmawhapple  and  Killaa- 
cureit  declared  their  determination  to,  acknowledge  their  sense  of  the 
hospitality  of  Tully-Veolan.  by  partaking,  with  their  entertainer  and 
his  guest,  Captain  Waverley,  what  they  technically,  called  dock  and 
dorroch^  a  stirrup-cup,  to  the  honour  of  the  Baron's  roof  tree. 

'  It  must  be  noticed,  that  the  baillie,  knowing  by  experience  that  the 
day's  joviality,  which  had  been  hitherto  sustained  at  the  expense  of  his 
patron,  might  terminate  partly  at  his  own,  had  mounted  his  spavined 
grey  poney,  and,  between  gaiety  of  heart,  and  alarm  for  being  hooked 
into  a  reckoning,  spurred  him  into  a  hobbling  canter,  (a  trot  was  out 
of  the  question,)  and  had  already  cleared  the  village.  The  others  en- 
tered the  change-house,  leading  Edward  in  unresisting  submission ;  for 
his  landlord  whispered  him  that  to  demur  to  such  an  overture  would 
be  construed  into  a  high  misdemeanour  against  the  leges  cowcvoiales^  or 
regulations  of  genial  compotation.  Widow  Macleary  seemed  to  have 
expected  this  visit,  as  well  she  might,  for  it  was  the  usual  consummation 
of  merry-bouts,  not  only  at  Tully-Veolan,  but  at  most  other  gentle- 
men's houses  in  Scotland,  Sixty  Years  since. 

*  Accordingly,  in  full  expectation  of  these  distinguished  guests,  Luckie 
Macleary  had  swept  her  house  for  the  first  time  this  fortnight,  temper- 
ed her  turf  fire  to  such  a  heat  as  the  season  required  in  her  damp  hovel 
even  at  Midsummer,  set  forth  her  deal  table  newly  washed,  propped 
its  lame  foot  with  a  fragment  of  turf,  arranged  four  or  fise  stools  of 
huge  and  clumsy  form,  upon  the  sites  which  best  suited  the  inequalities 
«f  her  clay  floor;  and  having,  moreover,  put  on  her  clean  toy,  rokelay, 
and  scarlet  plaid,  gravely  awaited  tbe  arrival  of  the  company,  in  full 
hope  of  custom  and  profit.  When  they  were  seated  under  the  sooty 
rafters  of  Luckie  Macleary  s  only  apartment,  thickly  tapestried  with 
cobwebs,  their  hostess,  who  had  already  taken  her  cue  from  the  Laird 
of  Balmawhapple,  appeared  with  a  huge  pewter  measuring-pot, .  con* 
taining  at  least  three  English  quarts,  familiarly  denominated  «.  Tflpif 
Hen^  and  which,  in  the  language  of  the  hostess,  reamed  (t.  e.  mantled) 
with  excellent  claret  just  drawn  from  the  cask. 

'  It  was  soon  plain  that  what  crumbs  of  reason  the  Bear  had  not 
devoured,  were  to  be  picked  up  by  tbe  Hen;  but  the  confusion  vrhich 
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began  lo  prevail  favoured  Edward's  resolution  to  evade  the  gaily  cir* 
cling  glass.  The  rest  began  to  talk  thick  and  at  once,  each  performing 
his  own  part  in  the  conversation,  without  the  least  respect  to  his  neigh-* 
hour.  The  Baron  of  Bradwardine  sung  French  chansons-a^oire^  and 
spouted  pieces  of  Latin;  Killancureit  talked  in  a  steady  unalterable 
dull  key,  of  top-dressing  and  bottom-dressing,  and  year  olds,  and  gim- 
mers,  and  dinmonts,  and  stots,  and  runts,  and  kyloes,  and  a  proposed 
turnpike-act;  while  Balmawhapple,  in  notes  exalted  above  both,  ex- 
tolled  his  horse,  his  hawks,  and  a  greyhound  called  Whistler.' — vol.  i. 
pp.  134—149. 

We  trust  that  we  are  entitled  to  ask  from  our  readers  rather 
thanks  than  forgiveness,  for  the  length  of  these  extracts,  which  ex- 
hibit scenes,  at  once  (in  our  judgment)  so  new  and  so  natural  as  to 
be  equally  valuable  as  specimens  of  national  manners,  and  amusing 
as  delineations  of  individual  absurdity.  ^  Under  this  impression  we 
proceed  to  extract  some  further  specimens  of  the  state  of  society 
mto  which  Waverley  was  thrown. 

*  When  he  had  been  a  guest  at  Tully-Veolan  nearly  six  weeks,  he 
descried,  one  rooming  as  he  took  his  usual  walk  before  the  breakfast 
liour,  signs  of  unusual  perturbation  in  the  family.  Four  bare-legged 
dairy-maids,  with  each  an  empty  milk-pail  in  her  hand,  ran  about  with 
frantic  gestures,  and  uttering  loud  exclamations  of  surprise,  grief,  and 
resentment.  From  their  appearance,  a  pagan  might  have  conceived 
them  a  detachment  of  the  celebrated  Belides,  just  come  from  their 
baleing  penance.  As  nothing  was  to  be  got  from  this  distracted  chorus, 
excepting  "  Lord  guide  usT  and  "  Eh  sirs!"  ejaculations  which  threw 
no  light  upon  the  cause  of  their  dismay,  Waverley  repaired  to  the  fore- 
court, as  it  was  called,  where  he  beheld  Baillie  Macwheeble  cantering 
his  white  poney  down  the  avenue  with  all  the  speed  it  could  muster. 
He  had  arrived,  it  would  seem,  upon  a  hasty  summons,  and  was  followed 
by  half  a  score  of  peasants  from  the  village,  who  had  no  great  difficulty 
in  keeping  pace  with  him. 

*  The  baillie,  greatly  too  busy,  and  too  important  to  enter  into  expla- 
nations with  Edward,  summoned  forth  Mr.  Saunderson,  who  appeared 
with  a  countenance  in  which  dismay  was  mingled  with  solemnity,  and 
they  immediately  entered  into  close  conference.  Davie  Gellatly*  was 
also  seen  in  the  groiip,  idle  as  Diogenes  at  Sinope,  while  his  countrymen 
Were  preparing  for  a  siege.  His  spirits  always  rose  with  any  thing,  good 
or  bad,,  which  occasioned  tumult,  and  he  continued  frisking,  hopping, 
dancing,  and  singing  the  burden  of  an  old  ballad,— 

*  "  Our  gear's  a'  gane," 
until,  happening  to  pass  too  near  the  baillie,  he  received  an  admonitory 
hint  from  his  horse-whip,  which  converted  his  songs  into  lamentation. 

*, Passing  from  thence  towards  the  garden,  Waverley  beheld  the  Baron 
in  person,  measuring  and   re-measuring,  with  swift  and  tremendous 

*"  -  I-  I  ■         ■  ■■ ,1  ,1.  .,,•. I  , 

*  A  kiudof  half-witted  idler,  orie  of  the  appendages  of  the  Barony,  of  whom  it  is 
rcasoB&bly  doubted  whether  he  be  mott  knave  or  fooL 
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strides,  tbe  length  of  the  terrace ;  his  countenance  clouded  with  oJRfeif ded 
pride  and  indignation,  and  the  whole  of  his  demeanour  such-  as  seemed 
to  indicate,  that  any  enquiry  concerning  the  cause  of  his  discomposure 
would  give  pain  at  least,  if  not  offence.  Waverley  therefore  glided  into 
the  house,  without  addressing  him,  and  took  his  way  into  the  breakfast 
parlour,  where  he  found  his  young  friend  Rose,  who,  though  she  nei- 
ther exhibited  the  resentment  of  her  father,  the  turbid  importance  of 
Baillie  Macwhecble,  nor  the  deafparr  of  the  handmaidens,  seemed  vexed 
and  thoughtful.  -  A  single  word  explained  the  mystery.  "  Your  break- 
fast will  be  a  disturbed  one,  Captain  Waverley.  A  party  of  catherans 
have  come  down  upon  us  last  night,  and  driven  off  all  our  milk  cows." 
'      '  "  A  party  of  catherans  ?" 

*  "  Yes ;  robbers  from  the  neighbouring  Highlands.  We  used  to  be 
quite  free  from  them  while  we  paid  black-mail  to  Fergus  Mac-Ivor  Vich 
Ian  Vohr;  but  my  father  thought  it  unworthy  of  his  rank  and  birth  to 
pay  it  any  longer,  and  so  thiy  disaster  lias  happened.  It  is  not  the  value 
of  the  cattle,  Captain  Waverley,  that  vexes  me;  but  my  father  is  so 
much  hurt  at  the  affront,  and  is  so  bold  and  hot,  that  Ifcar  he  will  try 
to  recover  them  by  the  strong  hand ;  and  then,  if  he  is  not  hurt  hiroselfy 
he  will  hurt  some  of  these  wild  people,  and  there  Will  be  no  peace  be- 
tween them  and  us  perhaps  for  our  lifetime;  and  we  cannot  defend 
ourselves  as  in  old  times,  for  the  governmeht  have  takeu all  onr  arms; 

and  my  dear  father  is  so  rash — O  what  will  become  of  us!**^^ 'Here 

poor  Rose  lost  heart  altogether,  and  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears. 

*  The  Baron  entered  at  this  moment,  and  rebuked  her  with  more 
asperity  than  Waverley  had  ever  heard  him  use  to  any  one*  **  Was  it 
not  a  shame,"  he  said,"  that  she  should  exhibit  herself  before  any  gen- 
tleman in  such  a  light,  as  if  she  shed  tears  for  a  drove  of  horned  nolt 
and  milch  kine,  like  the  daughter  of  a  Cheshire  yeoman! — Captain 
Waverley,  I  must  request  your  favourable  construction  of  her  grief, 
which  may,  or  ought  to  proceed  solely  from  seeing  her  Other's  estate 
exposed  to  spulzie  and  depredations  from  common  thieves  and  swnars. 
while  we  are  not  allowed  to  keep  a  h^lf  score  of  muskets,  whether  for 
defence  or  rescue." 

'  Baillie  Macwheeble  entered  immediately  afterwards,  and,  by  his 
report  of  arms  and  ammunition,  confirmed  this  statement,  informing 
the  Baron,  in  a  melancholy  voice,  that  though  the  people  would  cer- 
tainly obey  his  honour's  orders,  yet  was  there  no  chance  of  their  follow- 
ing the  gear  to  snyguid  purpose,  in  respect  there  were  only  his  honour's 
body  servants  who  had  swords  and  pistols,  aiid  the  depredators  were 
twelve  Highlanders,  completely  armed  after  th6  manner  of  their  coun- 
try.— Having  delivered  this  doleful  annunciatioh,  h6  assumed  a  posture 
Of  silent  dejection,  shaking  his  head  slowly  with  the  motion  of  a  pen- 
dulum when  it  is  ceasing  to  vibrate,  and  then  remained  stationary,  his 
body  stooping  at  a  more  acute  angle  than  usual,  slM  the  Isitter  part  of 
his  person  projected  in  proportion. 

*  Here  there  was  an  awful  pause ;  after  which  all  the  company,  as  is 
usual  in  cases  of  difficulty,  began  to  give  separate  and  inconsistent 
coupsel.    Alexander  ab  Alexandro  proposed  they-  should  send  some 
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one  to  compound  with  the  catherans,  who  would  readily,  he  said,  giv« 
up  their  prey  for  a  dollar  arhead.  The  bail  lie  opined  that  this  trans- 
action would  amount  to  theft-boot,  or  composition  of  felony ;  and  he 
recommended  that  some  cannt/  hand  should  be  sent  up  to  the  glens  to 
make  the  best  bargain  he  could,  as  it  were  for  himself,  so  that  the  Laird 
might  not  be  seen  in  such  a  transaction.  Edward  proposed  to  send  off 
,to  the  nearest  garrison  for  a  party  of  soIdiei*s  and  a  magistrate's  warrant ; 
and  Rose,  as  far  as  she  dared,  endeavoured  to  insinuate  the  course  \>f 
paying  the  arrears  of  tribute-money  to  Fergus  Mac-Ivor  Vich  Ian  Vohr, 
who,  they  all  knew,  could  easily  procure  restoration  of  the  cattle,  if  he 
was  properly  propitiated. 

'  None  of  these  proposals  met  the  Baron's  approbation.  In  fact,  his 
voice  was  still  for  war,  and  he  proposed  to  send  expresses  to  Balma- 
whapple,  Killancureit,  Tilliellum,  and  other  lairds,  who  were  exposed 
to  similar  depredations,  inviting  them  to  join  in  the  pursuit. 

*  The  baillie,  who  by  no  means  relished  these  warlike  councils,  here 
pulled  forth  an  immense  watch,  of  the  colour,  and  nearly  the  size,  of  a 
pewter  warmingpan,  and  observed  it  was  now  past  noon,  and  that  the 
catherans  had  been  seen  in  the  pass  of  Ballybrough  soon  after  sun-rise; 
80  that  before  the  allied  forces  could  assemble,  they  and  their  prey 
would  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  most  active  pursuit,  and  sheltered 
in  those  pathless  deserts,  where  it  was  neither  advisable  to  follow,  nor 
indeed  possible  to  trace  them. 

*  This  proposition  was  undeniable.  The  council  therefore  broke  up 
without  coming  to  any  conclusion,  as  has  occurred  to  councils  of  more 
importance. 

*  The  Baron  having  also  retired  to  give  some  necessary  directions, 
Waverley  seized  the  opportunity  to  ask,  whether  this  Fergus,  with  the 
unpronounceable  name,  were  the  chief  thief-taker  of  the  district  ? 

'  "  Thief-taker  I"  answered  Rose,  laughing ;  "  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
great  honour  and  consequence ;  the  chieftain  of  an  independent  branch 
of  a  powerful  Highland  clan,  and  is  much  respected,  both  for  his  own 
power,  and  that  of  his  kUk,  kin^  and  aUks!' ' 

^  ^'  And  what  has  he  to  do  with  the  thieves  then  ?  Is  he  a  magistrate, 
or  in  the  commission  of  peace  f  * 

'  "  The  commission  of  war  rather,  if  there  be  such  a  thing,"  said 
Rose ;  **  for  he  is  a  very  unquiet  neighbour  to  his  un-friends^  and  keeps 
a  grefUerfollotvmg  on  foot  than  many  that  have  thrice  his  estate.  As 
to  his  connection  with  the  thieves,  that  I  cannot  well  explain ;  but  the 
boldest  of  them  will  never  steal  a  hoof  from  any  one  that  pays  black' 
mtU  to  Vich  Ian  Vohr." 

'  "  And  what  is  black-mail  f* 

^  "  A  sort  of  protection-money  that  low-country  gentlemen  and  heri- 
tors, lying  near  the  Highlands,  pay  to  some  Highland  chief,  that  he 
may  neither  do  them  harm  himself,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  to  them  by 
others ;  and  then  if  your  cattle  are  stole,  you  have  only  to  send  him 
wordf  and  he  will  recover  them ;  or  it  may  be,  he  will  drive  away  cows 
ftom  some  distant  place,  where  he  has  a  quarrel,  and  give  them  to  you 
lo  make  up  your  loss/' 

* "  And 
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'  "  And  is  this  sort  of  Highland  Jonathan  Wild  admitted  into  society, 
and  called  a  gentleman?" 

*  "  So  much  so,  that  the  quarrel  between  my  father  and  Fergus  ' 
Mac-Ivor  began  at  a  county  meeting,  where  he  wanted  to  take  p^^ece- 
dence  of  all  the  Lowland  gentlemen  then  present,  only  my  father  would 
not  suffer  it.  And  then  he  upbraided  my  father  that  he  was  under  his 
banner,  and  paid  him  tribute ;  and  my  father  was  in  a  towering  passion, 
for  Baillie  Macwheeble,  who  manages  such  things  in  his  own  way,  had 
contrived  to  keep  this  black-mail  a  secret  from  him,  and  passed  it  in  his 
Recount  for  cess-money.  A/id  they  would  have  fought ;  but  Fergus 
Mac-Ivor  said,  very  gallantly^  he  would  never  raise  his  hand  against  a 
grey  head  that  was  so  much  respected  as  my  father's. — O  I  wish,  I  wish 
they  had  continued  friends!" 

*  "  And  did  you  ever  see  this  Mr.  Mac-Ivor,  if  that  be  his  name. 
Miss  Bradwardine  ?" 

'  *'  No,  that  is  not  his  name ;  and  he  would  consider  mister  as  a  sort 
pf  affront,  only  that  you  are  an  Englishman,  and  know  no  better.  But 
the  Lowlanders  call  him,  like  other  gentlemen,  by  the  name  of  his 
estate,  Glennaquoich ;  and  the  Highlanders  call  him  Vich  Ian  Vohr, 
that  is,  the  Son  of  John  the  Great;  and  we  upon  the  braes  here  call 
him  by  both  names  indifferently. 

*  "  But  he  is  a  very  polite,  handsome  man,"  continued  Rose ;  "  and 
his  sister  Flora  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  accomplished  young 
ladies  in  this  country :  she  was  bred  in  a  convent  in  France,  and  was  a 
great  friend  of  mine  before  this  unhappy  dispute.  Dear  Captain  Wa- 
verley,  try  your  influence  with  my  father  to  make  matters  up.  I  am 
sure  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  our  troubles ;  for  TuUy- Veolan  has 
never  been  a  safe  or  quiet  residence  when  we  have  been  at  feud  with 
the  Highlanders.  '  When  I  was  a  girl  about  ten,  there  was  a  skirmish 
fought  between  a  party  of  twenty  of  them,  and  my  father  and  his 'ser- 
vants, behind  the  Mains ;  and  the  bullets  broke  several  panes  in  the 
north  windows,  they  were  so  near.  .Three  of  the  Highlanders  were 
killed,  and  they  brought  them  in,  wrapped  in  their  plaids,  and  laid  them 
on  the  stone  floor .  of  the  hall ;  and  next  morning  their  wives  and 
daughters  came;,  clapping  their  hands,  and  crying  the  coronach  and 
shrieking,  and  carried  away  the  dead  bodies,  with  the  pipes  playing 
before  them.  I  could  not  sleep  for  six  weeks  without  starting,  and 
thinking  I  heard  these  terrible  cries,  and  saw  the  bodies  lying  op  th^ 
steps,  all  stiff  and  swathed  upJn  their  bloody  tartans.  But  since  that 
time  there  came  a  party  from  the  garrison  at  Stiiiing,  with  a  warmnt 
from  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  or  some  such  great  man,  and  took  Awa^ 
all  our  arms ;  and  now,  how  are  we  to  protect  ourselves  if  they  come 
down  in  any  strength  ?"  .  -  .^ 

^  The  whole  circumstances  now  detailed  concerning,  the  state  of  the 
country,  seemed  equally  novel  and  extraordinary.  Waverley  l^d  indeed 
often  heard  of  Highland  thieves^  but  had  no  ideaof  the  systematic  motde 
in  which  their  depredations  were  conducted ;  and  that  the  pvactice 
was  connived  at,  and  even  encouraged,  by  many  of  the  Highland  chief* 
tains,  who  not  only  found  these  creaghs,  or  forays,  usefttl  for  the  pur- 
pose 
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pose  of  training  individuals  of  their  clans  to  the  practice  of  arms,  but 
also  of  maintaining  a  wholesome  terror  among  their  Lowland  neigh- 
bours, and  levying,  as  we  have  seen,  a  tribute  from  them,  under  colour 
of  protection-money. 

*  Baillie  Macwheeble,  who  soon  afterwards  entered,  expatiated  still  ' 
more  at  length  upon  the  same  topic.  This  honest  gentleman's  conver- 
sation was  so  formed  upon  his  professional  practice,  that  Davie  Gellatly 
once  said  his  discourse  was  like  a  "  charge  of  horning/*  He  assured 
our  hero,  that  "  from  the  maist  ancient  times  of  record,  the  lawless 
thieves,  limmers,  and  broken  men  of  the  Highlands,  had  been  in  fellow- 
ship together,  by  reason  of  their  surnames,  for  the  committing  of  divers 
thefts,  ?'€ifsy  and  herships  upon  the  honest  men  of  the  low  country,  when 
they  not  only  intromitted  with  their  whole  goods  and  gear,  corn,  cattle, 
horse,  nolt,  sheep,  outsight  and  insight  plenishing,  at  their  wicked  plea^ 
sure,  but  moreover  made  prisoners,  ransomed  them,  or  concussed  them 
into  giving  borrows  (pledges,)  to  enter  into  captivity  again :  All  which 
was  directly  prohibited  in  divers  parts  of  the  Statute  Book,  both  by  the 
act  one  thousand  fkve  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  various  others;  the 
whilk  statutes,  with  all  that  had  followed  and  might  follow  thereupon, 
were  shamefully  broken  and  villipended  by  the  said  sernars,  limmers, 
and  broken  men,  associated  into  fellowships  for  the  aforesaid  purposes 
of  theft,  stouthreef,  fire-raising,  murther,  raptiis  mulkrum,  or  forcible 
abduction  of  women,  and  such  like  as  aforesaid."' — vol.i.  pp.212 — 228. 

If  such  were  the  extraordinary  feuds  and  factions  of  the  lairds  of 
that  day,  not  less  extraordinary  were  their  reconciliations. 

*  While  they  were  on,  this  topic,  the  door  suddenly  opened,  and, 
ushered  by  Saunders  Saunderson,  a  Highlander,  fully  armed  and  equip- 
ped, entered  the  apartment.  Had  it  not  been  that  Saunders  acted  the 
part  of  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  this  martial  apparition,  without  ap- 
pearing to  deviate  frofti  his  usual  composure,  and  that  neither  Mr. 
Bradwardine  nor  Rose  exhibited  any  emotion,  Edward  would  certainly 
have  thought  the  intrusion  hostile.  As  it  was,  he  started  at  the  sight 
of  what  he  had  not  yet  happened  to  see,  a  mountaineer  in  his  full 
national  costume.  The  individual  Gael  was  a  stout  dark  man  of  low 
stature,  the  ample  folds  of  whose  plaid  added  to  the  appearance  of 
strength  which  his  person  exhibited.  The  short  kilt,  or  petticoat, 
thowed  his. sinewy  and  clean-made  limbs;  the  goat-skin  purse,  flanked 
by  the  usual  defences,  a  dirk  and  steel-wrought  pistol,  hung  before 
him;  his  bonnet  had  a  short  feather,  which  indicated  his  claim  to  be 
tl^ated  as  a  Duinhe-Wassell,  or  sort  of  gentleman ;  a  broad  sword  dan- 
gled by  his  side,  a  target  hung  upon  his  shoulder,-  and  a  long  Spanish 
iowling-piece  occupied  one  of  his  hands.  With  the  other  hand  he 
palled  off  his  bonnet,  and  the  Baron,  who  wdl  knew  their  customs,  and 
the  proper  mode  of  addressing  them,  immediately  said,  with  an  air  of 
dignity,  but  without  rising,  and  much,  as  Edward  thought,  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  prinoe  receiving  an  embassy,  **  Welcome,  Evan  DJiu  Mac- 
coinbich,'what  news  from  Fergus  Mac-Ivor  Vich  Ian  Vohr  ?*' 

*  "  Fergus  Mac-Ivor  Vich  Ian  Vohr,"  said  the  ambassador,  in  good 
English,  -"  greets  you  well,  Baron  of  Bradwardine  aivd  TuUy-Veolan, 
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Iftnil  1^  sorry  there  has  heen  a  thick  cloud  interposed  between  you  and 
him/  which  has  kept  you  from  seeing  and  considering  the  friendship 
and  alliances  that  have  been  between  your  houses  and  forbears  of  old; 
and  he  prays  you  that  the  cloud  may  pass  away,  and  that  things  may 
be  as  they  have  been  heretofore  between,  the  clan  Ivor  and  the  house 
of  Bradwardine,  when  there  was  an  egg  between  them  for  a  flint,  and  a 
knife  for  a  sword.  And  he  expects  you  will  also  say,  you  are  sorry  for 
the  cloud,  and  no  man  shall  hereafter  ask  whether  it  descended  from 
the  hill  to  the  valley,  or  rose  from  the  valley  to  the  hill;  for  they  never 
struck  with  the  i^abbard  who  did  not  receive  with  the  sword,  and  woe 
to  him  who  would  lose  his  friend  for  the  stormy  cloud  of  a  spring  morn- 
ing." ' 

■  ^  To  this  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine  answered  with  suitable  dignity, 
that  he  knew  the  chief  of  Clan  Ivor  to  be  a  well-wisher  to  the  King, 
and  he  was  sorry  there  should  have  been  a  cloud  between  him  and 
any  gentleman  of  such  sound  principles,  '^  for  when  folks  are  banding 
together,  feeble  is  he  who  hath  no  brother." 

*  This  appearing  perfectly  satisfactory,  that  the  peace  between  these 
august  persons  might  be  duly  solemnized,  the  Baron  ordered  a  stoup 
of  usquebaugh,  and,  filling  a  glass,  drank  to  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  Mac-Ivor  of  Glennaquoich ;  upon  which  the  Celtic  ambassador,  to 
requite  his  politeness,  turned  down  a  mighty  bumper  of  the  same  gene- 
rous liquor,  seasoned  with  his  good  wishes  to  the  house  of  Bradwardine. 

*  Having  thus  ratified  the  preliminaries  of  the  general  treaty  of  paci- 
fication, the  envoy  retired  to  adjust  with  Mr.  Macwheeble  some  sub- 
ordinate articles,  with  which  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  trouble 
the  Baron.  These  probably  referred  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  sub- 
sidy, and  apparently  the  Baillie  found  means  to  satisfy  their  ally  with- 
out sufiering  his  master  to  suppose  that  his  dignity  was  compromised. 
At  least,  it  is  certain,  that  after  the  plenipotentiaries  had  drunk  a  bot- 
tle of  brandy  in  single  drams,  which  sieemed  to  have  no  more  effect  up- 
on such  seasoned  vessels,  than  if  it  had  been  poured  upon  the  two 
bears  at  the  top  of  the  avenue,  Evan  Dhu  Maccombich  having  possessr 
ed  himself  of  all  the  information  which  he  could  procure  respecting 
the  robbery  of  the  preceding  night,  declared  his  intention  to  set  off 
immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  cattle,  which  he  pronounced  to  be  "  no 
that  far  off; — they  have  broken  the  bone,"  he  observed^  "  but  have 
had  no  time  to  suck  the  marrow/' ' — vol.  i.  pp.  232 — 236. 

'  The  den  of  this  Highland  Cacus'  Waverley  resolved  to  exploroi 
and  comaiitting  himself  to  the  care  of  the  ^  Celtic  ambassador/ 
proceeded  to  make  a  visit  of  curiosity  to  the  territories  and  person 
of  die  great  northern  potentate  of  whom  he  bad  so  lately^  for  di6 
first  time,  heard — ^Vich  Ian  Vohr. 

In  diis  tour  he  is  led  to  the  cave,  and  through  the  fastnesses,  of 
I>onald  Bean  I^an,  one  of  the  clan  Mac-Ivor,  the  late  invadeip 
of  the  Barony  of  Bradwardine,  of  whom  we  shall  give  our  reader^ 
one  anecdote. 

'  But  does  he  carry  off  men  and  women?'  .  j,  .  - 

*  Out,  aye.    Did  not  ye  hear  him  speak  o'  the  Perth  bauHel  It  cost 
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him  &ve  hundred  marks  ere  he  got  to  the  south  o*  Bally-brough.  And 
ance  Donald  played  a  pretty  sport.  There  was  to  be  a  blythe  bridal 
between  the  Lady  Crarafeezer,  in  the  howe  o'  the  Mearns,  (she  was  the 
auld  laird's  widow,  and  not  so  young  as  she  had  been  hersell,)  and 
young  Gilliewbackit,  who  had  spent  his  hdrship  and  moveables,  like  a 
gentleman,  at  cock-matches,  bull-baitings,  horse-races,  and  the  like. 
Now,  Donald  Bean  Lean,  being  aware  that  the  bridegroom  was  in  re- 
f[uest,  and  wanting  to  cleik  the  cunzie,  (that  is,  to  hook  the  silver,)  he 
cannily  carried  off  Gilliewbackit  one  night  when  he  was  riding  doiering 
hame,  (with  the  malt  rather  above  the  meal,)  and  vCilh  the  help  of  his 
gillies  he, gat  him  into  the  hills  with  the  speed  of  light,  and  the  first 
place  he  wakened  in  was  the  cove  of  Uaimh  an  Ri,  (the  king's  cave, 
one  of  Donald's  dens.)  So  there  was  old  to  do  about  ransoming  the 
bridegroom ;  for  Donald  would  not  lower  a  farthing  of  a  thousand 

pounds' 

'  The  devil  r 
^  *  Funds  Scottish,  ye  shall  understand.  And  the  lady  had  not  the 
silver  if  she  had  pawned  her  gown ;  and  they  applied  to  the  governor 
o'  Stirling  castle,  and  to  the  majos  o'  the  Black  Watch  ;  and  the  go- 
vernor said,  it  was  too  far  to  the  northward,  and  out  of  his  district;  and 
the  major  iaid,  his  men  were  ^ane  hame  to  the  shearing,  and  he  would 
not  call  them  out  before  the  victual  was  got  in  for  all  the  Cramfeezers 
in  Christendom,  let  alone  the  Mearns^  for  that  it  would  prejudice  the 
country.' 

But  savages  of  all  countries  are  so  nearly  alike  in  their  habits, 
that  we  need  waste  no  more  time  on  Donald,  but  hasten  to  present 
to  our  readers  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a  gentleman  of  rank 
and  fortune,  of  the  highest  spirit  and  honour,  of  the  most  elegant 
and  polished  manners^  and  the  best  informed  understanding,  who 
Uy  nevertheless,  a  freebooter,  thief,  highwayman,  and  felon,  and 
who  glories  in  being  so,  and  who  values  the  high  endowments  and 
gifts  be  has  received  from  nature  and  aft  only  as  the  means  of 
maintaiHing  a  savage  dominion  over  a  barbarous  clan. 

;  *  And  now  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard,  and  a  sportsman  was  seen, 
with  his  dogs  and  attendant,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  glen.  "  Shogh," 
said  Dugald  Mahony,  "  tat's  ta  Chief."' 

■  *  It  is  not,'  s^d  Evan,  imperiously.  "  Do  ye  think  he  would  come 
to  meet  a  Sasenach  duinh^-wassel  (English  gentleman)  in  such  a  way 
•8  that?"' 

*  But  as  they  approached  a  little  nearer,  he  said,  with  an  appear- 
»nce  of  morti^aHon,  "  And  it  is  even  he  sure  enough,  and  he  has  not 
his  tail  on  after  aU; — there  is  no  living  creature  with  him  but  Callum 

.Beg.'- 

*  In  fact,  Fergus  Mac-Ivor,  of  whom  a  Frenchman  might  have  said, 
as  truly  as  of  any- man  in  the  Highlands,  "  Quit  eonnoU  bien  stsgens^ 
had  no  idea  of  raising  himself  in  the  eyes  of  an  English  young  man  of 
fortune,  by  appearing  with  a  retinue  of  idle  Highlanders  dispropor- 
tioned  to  -the  occasion.  He  was  well  aware  that  such  an  unneces- 
sary attendance  would  seem  to  Edward  rather  ludicrous  than  respect- 

•    ^  '  '  able ; 
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able ;  therefore,  although,  had  he  been  to  receive  a  brother  chieftain^ 
he  would  probably  have  been  attended  by  all  that  retinue  which  Evan 
had  described  with  so  much  unction,  he  judged  it  more  respectable  to 
advance  to  meet  Waveriey  with  a  single  attendant,  a  very  handsome 
Highland  boy,  who  carried  his  masters  shooting-pouch  and  his  broad- 
sword, without  which  he  seldom  went  abroad. 

*  When  Fergus  and  Waveriey  met,  the  latter  was  struck  with  a  pe- 
culiar grace  and  dignity  of  the  chieftain's  figure.  Above  the  middle 
size,  and  finely  proportioned,  the  Highland  dress,  which  he  wore  in  its 
simplest  mode,  set  off  his  person  to  great  advantage.  He  wore  the 
trews,  or  close  trowsers,  made  of  tartan,  checked  scarlet  and  white ; 
in  other  particulars,  his  dress  strictly  resembled  Evan's,  excepting  that 
he  had  no  weapon  save  a  dirk,  very  richly  mounted  with  silver.  His 
page,  as  we  have  said,  carried  his  claymore,  and  the  fowling-piece, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  seemed  only  designed  for  sport.  His  coun- 
tenance wa^decidedly  Scotch,  with  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  northern 
physiognomy,  but  had  yet  so  little  of  its  harshness  and  exaggeration, 
that  it  would  have  been  pronounced  in  any  country  extremely  hand- 
some. The  martial  air  of  the  bonnet,  with  a  single  eagle's  feather  as  a 
distinction,  added  much  to  the  manly  appearance  of  his  head. 

*  An  air  of  openness  and  affability  increased  the  favourable  impres- 
sion derived  from  this  handsome  and  dignified  exterior.  Yet  a  skilful 
physiognomist  would  have  been  less  satisfied  with  the  countenance  on 
the  second  than  on  the  first  view.  The  eye-brow  and  uf^r^ip  bespoke 
something  of  the  habit  of  peremptory  command  and  decisive  superiority* 
Even  his  courtesy,  though  open,  frank,  and  unconstrained,  seemed  to 
indicate  a  sense  of  personal  importance ;  and  upon  any  check  or  aoci- 
dental  excitation,  a  sudden,  though  transient  lour  of  thoieye,  shewed  a 
hasty,  haughty,  and  vindictive  temper,  not  less  to  be  dreaded  because  it 
seemed  much  under  its  owner's  command.' — ^vol.  i.pp.  281«-286.    ' 

The  following  view  of  the  territory^  the  makers,  and  the  socfet; 
pf  Vich  Ian  Vohr  is  curious. 

*  The  Chief  and  his  guest  had  by  this  time  reached  the  house  of 
Glennaquoich,  which  consisted  of  Ian  nan  ChaisteVs  mansion,  ^  high 
rude-looking  square  tower,  with  the  addition  of  a  Irfied  house,  that  isj,. 
a  building  of  two  stories,  constructed  by  Fergus's  grandfather  wheft  he 
returned  from  that  memorable  expedition,  well  remembered  by  the 
western  shires,  under  the  name  of  the  Highland  Host. 

^  Around  the  house,  which  stood  on  an  eminence  in  the  midst  of  a 
narrow  Flighland  valley,  there  appeared  none  of  that  attention  tfi  con- 
venience, far  less  to  ornament  and  decoration,  which  usually  surrounds.. 
a  gentleman's  habitation.    An  inclosure  or  two,  tlivi^led  by  dry  stonp 
walls,  were  the  only  part  of  the  domain  that  was  fenced ;  as  to  the  rest," 
the  narrow  slips  of  l6vel  ground  which  lay  by  the  side  of  the  brook  ex-,*, 
hibited  a  scanty  crop  of  barley,  liable  to  constant  depredations  from  the|. 
herds  of  wild  ponies  and  black  cattle  that  grazed  upon  the  adjacent 
hills.    These  ever  and  anon  made  an  incursion  upon  the  arable  ground, 
which  was  repelled  by  the  loud,  uncouth,  and  dissonant  shouts  of.hAlf  a  *" 
dozen  Highland  swains,  all  running  as  if  they  had  been  mad,  and  every 
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©ne  hallooing  a  half-starved  dog  to  the  rescue  of  the  forage.**  At  a  little 
distance  tip  the  glen  was  a  small  and  sttinted  wood  of  birch  ;  the  hills 
were  high  and  heathy,  but  without  any  variety  of  surface ; '  so  that  the 
whole  view  w^s  wild  and  desolate,  rather  than  grand  and  solitary.  Yet 
5uch  as  it  was,  no  genuine  descendant  of  Ian  nan  -Chaistel  would  have 
exchanged  the  domain  for  Stow  or  Blenheim. 

*  There  was  a  sight,  however,  before  the  gate,  which  perhaps  would 
have  afforded  the  first  owner  of  Blenheim  more  pleasure  than  the  finest 
view  in  the  domain  assigned  to  him  by  the  gratitude  of  his  country* 
THis  consisted  of  about  an  hundred  Highlanders,  in  complete  dress  and 
arms ;  at  sight  of  whom  the  chieftain  apologized  to  Waverley  in  a  sort 
bf  negligent  manner.  "  He  bad  forgot,"  he  said,  "  that  he  had  ordered 
a  few  of  his  clan  out,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  they  were  in  a  fit 
condition  to  protefct  the.  country,  and  prevent  such  accidents  as,  he.  was 
sorry  to  learn,  had  befhllen  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine.  Before  they 
were  dismissed,  perhaps  Captain  Waverley  might  chuse  to  see  them  go 
through  a  part  of  their  exercise." 

*  Edward  assented,  and  the  men  executed  with  agility  and  precision 
some  of  the  ordinary  military  movements.  They  then  practised  indi- 
vidually at  A  mark,  and  shewed  extraordinary  dexterity  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  pistol  and  firelock.  They  took  aim  standing,  sitting, 
leaning,  or  lying  prostrate,  as  they  were  commanded,  and  ahways  with 
effect  upon  the  target.  Next  they  paired  off  for  the  broad-Swoi^d  exer- 
cise; and  having  manifested  their  individual  skill  and  dexterity,  united 
in  two  bodies,  and  exhibited  a  sort  of  mock  encounter,  in  which  the 
charge,  the  rally,  the  fiight,  the  pursuit,  and  all  the  current  of  a  heady 
fight,  were  exhibited  to  the  sound  of  the  great  war  bagpipe. 

*  Ere  Waverley  entered  the  banquetting-hall,  he  was  offered  the  pa- 
triarchal refreshment  of  a  bath  for  the  feet,  by  a  smoke-dried  skinny 
old  Highland  woman,  who  did  not  seem  to  think  herself  much  honoured 
by  the  duty  imposed  upon  her,  but  muttered  between  her  teeth,  "  Our 
fathers'  herds  did  not  feed  so  near  together,  that  I  should  do  you  this 
service."  A  small  donation,  however,  amply  reconciled  this  ancient 
hand-maiden  to  the  supposed  degradation;  and,  as  Edward  proceeded 
to  the  hall,  she  gave  him  her  blessing^  in  the  Gaelic  proverb,  "  May 
the  open  hand  be  filled  the  fullest."   , 

*  The  hall,  in  which  the  feast  was  prepared,  occupied  all  the  first 
story  of  Ian  nan  Chaistel's  original  erection,  and  a  huge  oaken  table  ex- 
tended through  its  whole  length.  The  apparatus  for  dinner  was  simple, 
even  to  rudeness,  and  the  company  numerous,  even  to  crowding.  At 
the  head  of  the  table  was  the  Chief  himself,  with  Edward,  and  two  or 
three  Highland  visitors  of  neighbouring  clans ;  the  elders  of  his  own 
tribe,  wadsetters  and  tacksmen,  as  they  were  called,  who  occupied  por- 
tions of  his  estate  as  mortgagers  or  lessees,  sat  next  in  rank  ;  beneath 
them,  their  sons  and  nephews,  and  foster-brethren ;  then  the  officers  of 
the  Chief's  household,  according  to  their  order ;  and,  lowest  of  all, 
the  tenants  who  actually  cultivated  the  ground.  Even  beyond  this 
long  perspective,  Edward  might  see  upon  the  green,  to  which  a  huge 
pair  of  folding  doors  opened,  a  multitude  of  Highlanders  of  a  yet  infe- 
rior 
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rior  description^  who,  nevertheless,  were  considered  as  guests,  and  bad 
their  share  both  of  the  countenance  of  the  entertainer,  and  of  the 
cheer  of  the  day.  In  the  distance,  and  fluctuating  round  this  extreme 
Terge  of  the  banquet,  was  a  changeful  group  of  women,  ragged  boys 
and  girls,  beggars,  young  and  old,  large  greyhounds,  and  terriers,  and 
pointers,  and  curs  of  low  degree ;  all  of  whom  took  some  interest,  more 
or  less  immediate,  in  the  main  ^tion  of  the  piece. 

'  This  hospitality,  apparently  unbounded,  had  yet  its  line  of  economy. 
Some  pains  had  been  bestowed  in  dressing  the  dishes  of  fish,  game,  &c 
which  were  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table,  and  immediately  under  the 
eye  of  the  English  stranser.  Lower  down  stood  immense  clumsy  joints 
of  mutton  and  beef,  which,  but  for  the  absence  of  pork,  abhorred  in 
the  Highlands,  resembled  the  rude  festivity  of  the  banquet  of  Penelope's 
suitors.  But  the  central  dish  was  a  yearling  lamb,  called  '^  a  hog  in 
harst,^  roasted  whole.  It  was  set  upon  its  legs,  with  a  bunch  of  parsley 
in  its  mouth,'  and  was  probably  exhibited  in  that  form  to  gratify  the 
pride  of  the  cook,  who  piqued  himself  more  on  the  plenty  than  the 
elegance  of  hb  master's  table. 

'  The  liquor  was  supplied  in  the  same  proportion,  and  under  similar 
regulations.  Excellent  claret  and  champagne  were  liberally  distributed 
among  the  Chiers  immediate  neighbours ;  whiskey,  plain  or  .diluted, 
and  strong  beer,  refreshed  those  who  sat  near  the  lower  end.  Tho 
bagpipers,  three  in  number,  screamed,  during  the  whole  time  of  din- 
ner, a  tremendous  war-tune ;  and  the  echoing  of  the  vaulted  roof,  and 
clang  of  the  Celtic  tongue,  produced  such  a  Babel  of  noises,  that  Wa- 
verley  dreaded  his  ears  would  never  recover  it.  Mac-Ivor,  indeed,  apo- 
logised for  the  confusion  occasioned  by  so  large  a  party,  and  pleadeci 
the  necessity  of  his  situation,  on  which  unlimited  hospitality  was  im- 
posed as  a  paramount  duty.  Then,  turning  to  the  company,  he  pro- 
posed the  **  Health  of  Captain  Waverley,  a  worthy  friend  of  his  kind 
neighbour  and  ally,  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine." 

^  '*  He  is  welcome  hither,^'  said  one  of  the  elders,  ^*  if  he  come  from 
Cosmo  Comyne  Bradwardine.*' 

*  «  I  say  nay  to  that,**  said  an  old  man,  who  apparently  did  not  neaa 
to  pledge  the  toast.  ^*  I  say  nay  to  that ; — while  there  is  a  green  leaf 
in  the  forest,  there  will  be  fraud  in  a  Comyne.''  » 

*  "  There  is  nothing  but  honour  in  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine,'^ 
answered  another  ancient ;  "  and  the  guest  that  comes  hither  from  him 
should  be  welcome  though  he  came  with  blood  on  his  hand,  unless  it 
were  blood  of  the  race  of  Ivor." 

^  The  old  roan,  whose  cup  remained  full,  replied,  "  There  has  been 
blood  enough  of  the  race  of  Ivor  on  the  hand  of  Bradwardlne.^ 

*  **  Ah !  Ballenkeiroch,"  replied  the  first,  '*  you  think  rather  of  the 
flash  of  the  carbine  at  the  Mains  of  Tully-Veolan,  than  the  glance  of 
the  sword  that  fought  for  the  cause  at  Proud  Preston."* 

*  "  And  well  I  may,"  answered  Ballenkeiroch ;  "  the  flash  of  the  i 
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tgun  cost  i*e  a  feir-haired  son,  and  Ae  glance  of  the  swofd  has  done- 
but  little  for  King  James/' 

*  The  Chieftain,  in  two  words  of  French,  explained  to  Waverley  that 
the  Baron  had  shot  this  oW  raan's  son  in  a  fray  near  Tully-Veolan  about 
seven  years  since. 

*  The  Chieftain  now  made  a  signal  for  the  pipes  to  cease,  and  said 
aloud,  "  Where  is  the  song  hidden,  my  friends,  that  Mac-Murrough. 
cannot  find  it?"  Mac-Murrough,  the  family  bhairdh,  an  aged  man, 
immediately  took  the  hint,  and  began  to  chaunt,  with  low  and  rapid 
ibtterance,  a  profusion  of  Celtic  verses,  which  were  received  by  the 
Rudience  with  all  the  app^ause  of  enthusiasm.  As  he  advanced  in  his 
declamation,  his  ardour  seemed  to  increase.  He  had  at  first  spoken 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground  ;  he  now  cast  them  around  as  if  be* 
seeching,  and  anon  as  if  commanding  attention,  and  his  tones  rose  inta 
wild  and  impassioned  notes,  accompanied  with  appropriate  gesture. 
He  seemed  to  Edward,  who  attended  to  him  with  much  interest,  to 
recite  many  proper  names,  to  lament  the  dead,  to  apostrophize  the  ab- 
sent, to  exhort  and  entreat  and  animate  those  who  were  present.  Wa- 
verley thought  he  even  discerned  his  own  name,  and  was  convinced  his 
conjecture  was  right,  from  the  eyes  of  the  company  being  at  that  mo- 
ment turned  towards  him  simultaneously.  The  ardour  of  the  poet  ap- 
peared to  communicate  itself  to  the  audience.  Thtir  wild  and  sun* 
burned  countenances  assumed  a  fiercer  and  more  animated  expression; 
aW  bent  forwards  towards  the  reciter,  many  sprung  up  and  waved  their 
arms  in  ecstasy,  and  some  laid  their  hands  on  their  swords.  When  the 
song  ceased,  there  was  a  deep  pause,  while  the  aroused  feelings  of  the 
poet  and  of  the  hearers  gradually  subsided  into  their  usual  channel.' — 
tol.  i.  pp.  304—313. 

Of  this  song  Miss  Flora  Mac  Ivor,  the  Chieftain's  sister,  favour^ 
Waverley  with  a  translation^  of  which  the  stanzas  towards  the  con- 
clusion appear  to  us  to  be  the  best.    Indeed  all  the  rest;  however 
delightful  to  a  Highland  audience,  appear  to  deserve  the  character 
tf  tediousness,  that  Miss  Mac  Ivor  very  candidly  imputes  to  thena. 
*  Awake  on  your  hills,  on  your  islands  awake. 
Brave  sons  of  the  mountain,  the  frith,  and  the  lake! 
Tis  the  bugle — but  not  for  the  chase  is  the  call ;  • 
Tis  the  pibroch's  shrill  summons — but  not  to  the  hall, 

*  Tis  the  summons  of  heroes  for  conquest  or  death, 
When  the  banners  are  blazing  on  mountain  and  heath ; 
They  call  to  the  dirk,  the  claymore,  and  the  targe, 
To  the  march  and  the  muster,  the  line  and  the  charge.'— i.  346. 

While  Waverley  is  thud  wondering  at  Highland  manners,  and  be- 
coming enamoured  of  Miss  M'lvor,  the  Pretender  lands  in  Scot- 
latid,  and  the  rebellion  of  Forty-five,  as  we  now  call  it,  burst  forth, 
and  Waverley>  after  some  irresolution,  escapes  from  the  desire 
which  his  friend  Fergus  entertained  of  associating  him  in  his  rash 
enthusiasm  and  desperate  loyalty  to  King  Jam^s^  9ud  begins  a  jour* 
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ney  to  Waverley  Honour,  for,  by  a  chain  of  accident  and  fraud,  hh 
commission,  half  resigned  and  half  superseded,  is  lost  to  him.  In 
his  way  southward,  however,  he  finds  the  Lowland  whigs  on  th« 
alert,  and  very  suspicious  of  Highland  travellers,  and  he  at  last  dis- 
covers  that  his  protracted  residence  at  TuUy-Veolan  and  Glenna- 
quoich,  and  some  circumstances  which  had  occurred  in  his  regi- 
ment during  his  unpardonable  absence,  had  excited  so  strong  a  sus- 
picion against  him,  that  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  as  a  state-prisoner 
had  been  issued  and  is  executed  upon  him,  and  he  is  ordered  to 
Stirling  Castle  in  the  custody  of  a  body  of  the  wh^  partisans  of 
that  day ;  a  race  of  men  of  whom  our  readers  will  not  be  sorry  to 
see  some  sketches.  It  seems  scarcely  credible  that  the  wild,  gay, 
thoughtless,  and  gallant  Highlander  can  be  a  native  of  the  same 
country,  and  separated  only  by  a  river  or  a  hill  from  such  a  people 
as  the  following  extracts  describe. 

*  Upon  alighting  at  the  sign  of  the  Seven-branched  Golden  Candle- 
stick, which,  for  the  further  delectation  of  the  guests,  was  graced  with  a 
short  Hebrew  motto,  they  were  received  by  mine  host,  a  tall,  thin,  pu- 
ritanical figure,  who  seemed  to  debate  wtth  himself  whether  he  ought 
to  give  shelter  to  those  who  travelled  on  such  a  day. 

'  To  this  sanctified  person  Waverley  addressed  his  request,  that  he 
would  procure  him  a  guide,  with  a  saddle-horse  to  carry  his  portm^n^ 
teau  to  Edinburgh. 

"  And  whare  may  ye  be  coming  from  ?''  demanded  mine  host  of  th« 
Candlestick. 

"  1  have  told  you  where  I  wish  to  go :  I  do  not  conceive  any  further 
infornjation  necessary  either  for  the  guide  or  his  saddle-horse." 

"  Hem!  ahem!"  returned  he  of  the  Candlestick,  somewhat  discon- 
certed at  this  rebuff.  •*  It's  the  general  fast,  sir,  and  I  cannot  enter  into 
©ny  carnal  transactions  on  sick  a  day,  when  the  people  should  be 
humbled,  and  the  backsliders  should  return,  as  worthy  Mr.  Goukthrap- 
ple  said  ;  and  moreover  when,  as  the  precious  Mr.  Jabesh  Rentowel  did 
well  observe,  the  land  was  mourning  for  covenants  burnt,  broken,  and 
buried." 

**  My  good  friend,  if  you  cannot  let  me  have  a  horse  and  a  guide,  my 
servant  shall  seek  them  elsewhere." 

"  A  weel !  your  servant? — and  what  for  gangs  he  not  forward  with 
you  himsell  ?" 

"  Look  ye,  sir,  I  came  here  for  ray  own  accommodation,  and  not  to 
answer  impertinent  questions.  Either  say  you  can,  or  cannot,,  get  me 
what  I  want ;  I  shall  pursue  my  covfrse  in  either  case." 
-  *  Mr.  Ebenezer  Cruickshanks  left  the  room  with  some  indistinct  mut- 
tering, but  whether  negative  or  acquiescent,  Edward  could  not  well 
distinguish.' 

'  From  a  window  which  overlooked  the  dark  and  narrow  toUrt  in 
which  Galium  Bag  dressed  the  horses  after  their  journey,  Waverley 

heard 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814.  Waverlty;  or,  Uis  Siitif  Years  since.  Hi 

heard  the  following  dialogue  betwixt  the  subtle  foot-page  of  Vich  Ian 

Vohr  and  his  landlord. 

'    "  Ye'il  be  frae  the  north,  young  man  ?*'  began  the  latter. 

«*  And  ye  may  say  that,"  answered  Galium. 

"  And  ye'll  hae  ridden  a  lang  way  to-day,  it  may  weel  be  f 

"  Sae  lang  that  I  could  weel  tak  a  dram." 

**  Gudewife,  bring  the  gill  stoup." 

*  Here  some  compliments  passed  fitting  the  occasioti,  when  my  host 
of  the  Golden  Candlestick,  having,  as  he  thought,  opened  his  guest's 
heart  by  this  hospitable  propitiation,  resumed  his  scrutiny. 

"  Ye'il  no  hae  mickle  better  whisky  than  that  aboon  the  pass  ?" 

**  I  am  nae  from  aboon  the  pass*" 

"  Ye're  a  Highlandman  by  your  tongue  ?" 

"  Na,  I  am  but  just  Aberdeen-a-way." 

**  And  did  your  master  come  from  Aberdeen  wi'  you  ?'* 

"  Ay — that's  when  I  left  it  mysel,"  answered  the  cool  and  impene- 
trable Galium  Beg. 

**  And  what  kind  of  a  gentleman  is  he  ?" 

**  I  believe  he  is  ane  o', King  George's  state  officers;  at  least  he's 
aye  for  ganging  on  to  the  south,  and  he  has  a  hantle  silver,  and  never 
grudges  ony  thing  till  a  poor  body,  or  in  the  way  of  lawing." 

"  He  wants  a  guide  and  a  horse  from  hence  to  Edinburgh  ?" 

"  Ay,  and  ye  maun  find  it  him  forthwith." 
•    **  Ahem !  It  wHl  be  chargeable." 

**  He  cares  na  for  that  a  boddle." 

**  A  weel,  Duncan — Did  ye  say  your  name  was  Duncan,  or  Donald?" 

"  Na,  man — ^Jamie — Jamie  Steenson — I  telt  ye  before." 

*  This  last  undaunted  parry  altogether  foiled  Mr.  Gruickshanks.' — • 
vol.  ii.  p.  99—104. 

We  must  now  introduce  our  reader  to  the  chief  of  the  band  that 
wa3  to  conduct  Waverley  to  Stirling — of  the  sect  of  the  Cainero- 
niansy  and  for  his  eminence  in  holy  execicises  honoured  with  the 
title  of  the  '  gifted  Gilfillan.' 

*  They  soon  recognised  in  solemn  march,  first,  the  performer  upoii 
the  drum ;  secondly,  a  large  flag  of  four  Compartments,  in  which  were 
inscribed  the  words,  Govenant,  Kirk,  King,  Kingboms.  The  per- 
son who  was  honoured  with  this  charge  was  followed  by  the  commander 
of  the  party,  a  thin,  dark,  Vigid-looking  man,  about  sixty  years  old.  The 
spiritual  pride,  which,  in  mine  host  of  the  Gandlestick,  mantled  in  a  sort 
of  supercilious  hypocrisy,  was,  in  this  man's  face,  elevated  and  yet  dark- 
ened by  genuine  and  doubting  fanaticism.  It  was  impossible  to  behold 
him  without  the  imagination  placing  him  in  some  strange  'crisis,  where; 
religious  zeal  was  the  ruling  principle.  A  martyr  at  the  stake,  a  soldier 
in  the  field,  a  lonely  and  banished  wanderer  consoled  by  the  intensity 
and  supposed  purity  of  his  faith  under  every  earthly  privation;  perhaps 
a  persecuting  inquisitor,  as  terrific  in  power  as  unyielding  in  adversity; 
any  of  these  seemed  congenial  charactei-s  to  this  personage*  With  these 
high  traits  of  energy,  there  was  something  in  the  affected  precision  and 
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solemnity  of  his  deportment  and  discourse,  that  bordered  upon  the 
ludicrous;  so  that,  according  to  the  mood  of  the  spectator  s  mind,  and 
the  light  under  which  Mr.  GiiBllan  presented  himself,  one  might  have 
feared,  admired,  or  laughed  at  him.  His  dress  was  that  c?  a  west 
country  peasant,  of  better  materiab  indeed  than  that  of  the  lower  rank, 
\mt  in  no  respect  affecting  either  the  mode  of  the  age,  or  of  the  Scottish 
gentry  at  any  period.  His  arms  were  a  broad-sword  and  pistols,  which, 
from  the  antiquity  of  their  appearance,  might  have  seen  the  rout  of 
Pentland,  or  Both  well  Brigg. 

'  The  group  of  about  thirty  armed  men  who  followed  this  gifted  com- 
mander was  of  a  motley  description.  They  were  in  ordinary  Lowland 
dresses,  of  different  colours,  which,  contrasted  with  the  arms  which  thej 
bore,  gave  them  an  irrregular  and  mobbish  appearance.  In  front  were 
a  few  who  apparently  partook  of  their  leader's  enthusiasm ;  men  obvi- 
ously to  be  feared  in  a  combat  where  their  natural  courage  was  exalted 
by  religious  zeal.  Others  puffed  and  strutted,  filled  with  the  import- 
ance of  conveying  arms,  and  all  the  novelty  of  their  situation,  while  the 
rest,  apparently  fatigued  by  their  march,  dragged  their  liml»  listlessly 
along,  or  straggled  from  their  companions  to  procure  such  refreshments 
as  the  neighbouring  cottages  and  ale-houses  afforded.  *'  Six  grenadien 
of  Ligonier's,"  thought  the  Major*  to  himself,  as  his  mind  reverted  to  his 
own  military  experience^  **  would  have  sent  all  these  fellows  to  ttke 
right  about." 

*  Greeting,  however,  Mr.  Gilfillan  civilly,* he  requested  to  know  if  he 
had  received  the  letter  he  sent  to  him  upon  his  march,  and  could  un- 
dertake the  charge  of  the  state-prisoner  whom  he  there  mentioned,  at 
iar  as  Stirling  Castle.  *'  Yea,"  was  the  concise  reply  of  the  Cameroniaa 
leader,  in  a  voice  which  seemed  to  issue  from  the  very  penetralia  of  his 
person, 

'*  But  your  escort,  Mr.  Gilfillan,  is  not  so  strong  as  I  expected.'' 

*'  Some  of  the  people,"  replied  Gilfillan,  "  hungered  and  were  athirst 
-by  the  way,  and  tarried  until  their  poor  souls  were  refreshed  with  the 
word." 

"  I  am  sorry,  sir,  you  did  not  trust  to  your  refreshing  your  men  at 
Caimvreckan ;  whatever  my  house  contains,  is  at  the  command  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  service," 

"  It  was  not  of  creature  comforts  I  spake"  answered  the. Covenanter, 
regarding  Major  Melville  with  something  like  a  smile  of  contempt, 
"  howbeit.  I  thank  you ;  but  the  people  remained  waiting  upon  the 
precibus  Mr.  Jabesh  Rentowel  for  the  out-pouring  of  the  afternoon  ex* 
hertation." 

"  And  have  you,  sir,  when  the  rebels  are  about  to  spread  themselves 
through  this  country,  actually  left  a  great  part  of  your  command  at  a 
field-preaching?" 

*  Gilfillan  again  smiled  scornfully  as  he  made  this  indirect  answer, — 
*<  Even  thus  are  the  children  of  this  world  wiser  in  their  generation 
than  the  children  of  light."— vol.  ii.  p.  187—192. 
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In  this  person's  custody  journeyed  Waverley,  and  in  addition  to  the 
natural  irksomeness  of  such  a  situation  he  had  to  undergo  homilies 
from  the  gifted  Gillillan,  of  which  the  following  is  a  specimen. 

*  And  now  is  it  wonderful,  when,  for  lack  of  exercise  aneht  the  call 
to  themihistry  and  the  duty  of  the  day,  ministers  fall  into  sinful  com- 
pliances with  patronage  and  indemnities,  and  oaths  and  bonds,  and  other 
corruptions,  is  it  wonderful  I  say,  that  you,  sir,  and  other  sick-like  un- 
happy persons,  should  labour  to  build  up  your  auld  Babel  of  iniquity, 
as  in  the  bluidy  persecuting  saint-killing  times?  1  trow,  gin  ye  were 
na  blinded  wi'  the  graces  and  favours,  and  services  and  enjoyments,  and 
employments  and  inheritances,  of  this  wicked  world,  I  could  prove  to 
'you,  by  the  Scripture,  in  what  a  filthy  rag  ye  put  your  trust;  and  that 
3^our  surplices,  and  your  copes  and  vestments  are  but  cast  of}*  garments 
of  the  muckle  harlot,  that  sitteth  upon  seven  hills  and  drinketh  of  the 
cup  of  abomination.  But,  1  trow,  ye  are  deaf  as  adders  upon  that  side 
of  the  head  ;  ay,  ye  are  deceived  with  her  enchantments,  and, ye  traffic 
with  her  merchandize,  and  ye  are  drunk  with  the  cup  of  her  fornica- 
tion!*—vol.  ii.  p.  198. 

Waverley  had  not,  however,  journeyed  far  in  this  holy  company 

when  an  ambush  of  Highlanders  rescued  him  by  force,  after  one  of 

their  number  has,  in  the  disguise  of  a  pedlar,  and  by  the  influence 

of  flattery,  quizzed  the  gifted  Gilfillan  into  secret  '  vanity,'  and  its 

i  consequent  '  vexation  of  spirit.' 

Waverley  thus  rescued  is  carried  back  to  the  partizans  of  the  Pre- 
-^  tedder,  and  of  course  to  Fergus  Mac-Ivor;  and  the, sense  of  his 
wrongs  from  the  English  government,  the  friendly  instances  of 
"  Mac-Ivor,  and  the  seductive  graciousness  of  the  Pretender  himself^ 
inducje  him  to  mount  the  white  cockade,  and  to  incur  all  the  risks 
without  feeling  any  of  the  hopes  of  the  extraordinary  transaction 
in  which,  by  so  strange  a  concurrence  of  circumstances,  he  finds 
himself  involved. 

We  have  not  afforded  ourselves  room  for  any  of  the  details  of  the 
candpaigD  that  ensued,  though  they  are  related  with  all  the  accu- 
racy of  history,  and  all  the  vivacity  of  romance.  The  disastrous 
result  of  that  expedition,  to  die  Jacobites,  is  well  known.  Fergus, 
and  Evan  Dhu,  his  faithful  companion,  are  taken  prisoners,  brought 
to  trial,  and  condemned  to  death.  Waverley,  by  the  interferenee 
of  his  English  connexions,  has  been  pardoned,  and  the  Baron  of 
Brad  wardine,  also  pardoned  through  his  interest,  bestows  his  daugh- 
ter upon  him ;  but  no  influence,  no  effort  could  save  Mac-Ivor, 
one  of  the  mainsprings  of  the  whole  rebellion. 

The  scene  of  the.  sentence  of  the  Highland  Chief  aud  bis  foster 
brother  is  at  once  highly  characteristic  and  interesting. 

*  The  verdict  of  Guilty  was  already  pronounced.  Edward  jast 
^anced  at  the  bar  during  the  momentous  pause  which  ensued.  There 
was  no  mistaking  the  stately  form  and  noble  features  of  Fergus  Mac- 
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Ivor,  although  his  dress,  was  squalid,  and  his  countenance  tinged  with 
the  sickly  yellow  hue  of  long  and  close  imprisonment.  By  his  side  was 
Evan.  Edward  felt  sick  and  dizzy  as  he  gazed  on  them ;  but  he  was 
recalled  to  himself  as  the  Clerk  of  Arraigns  pronounced  the  solemn 
words:  "  Fergus  Mac-Ivor  of  Glennaquoich,  otherwise  called  Vich  Tan 
Vohr,and  Evan  Mac-Ivor,  in  the  Dhu  of  Tarrascleugh,  otherwise  called 
Evan  Maccombich,  or  Evan  Dhu  Maccombich — you,  and  each  of  you, 
stand  attainted  of  high  treason.  What  have  you  to  say  for  yourselves 
why  the  court  should  not  pronounce  judgment  against  you,  that  you 
die  according  to  law  ?" 

*  Fergus,  as  the  presiding  judge  was  putting  on  the  fatal  cap  of  judg- 
ment, placed  his  own  bonnet  upon  his  head,  regarded  him  with  a  sted- 
fast  and  stern  look,  ^nd  replied,  in  a  firm  voice,  "  I  cannot  let  this  nu- 
merous audience  suppose  that  to  such  an  appeal  I  have  no  answer  to 
make.  But  what  I  have  to  say,  you  would  not  bear  to  hear,  for  my 
defence  would  be  your  condemnation.  Proceed,  then,  in  the  name  of 
God,  to  (Jo  what  i^  permitted  to  you.  Yesterday,  and  the  day  before, 
you  have  condemned  loyal  and  honourable  blood  to  be  poured  forth 
like  water — spare  not  mine— were  that  of  all  my  ancestors  in  my  veins/ 
I  would  have  peril'd  it  in  this  quarrel."  JJe  resumed  his  seat,  and  re- 
fused again  to  rise. 

'  Evan  Maccombich  looked  at  him  with  great  earnestness,  and,  rising 
up,  seemed  anxious  to  speak,  but  the  confusion  of  the  court,  and  the 
perplexity  arising  from  thinking  in  a  language  different  from  that  in 
which  he  was  to  express  himself,  kept  him  silent.  There  was  a  murmur 
of  compassion  among  the  spectators,  from  the  idea  that  the  poor  fellow 
intended  to  plead  the  influence  of  his  superior  as  an  excuse  for  his 
crime.  The  judge  commanded  silence,  and  epcouraged  Evan  to  pro- 
ceed. 

*  "  I  was  only  ganging  to  say,  my  lord,"  said  Evan,  in  what  he  meant 
to  be  an  insinuating  njanner,  **  that  if  your  excellent  honour,  and  the 
honourable  court,  woijld  let  Vich  Ian  Vohr  go  free  just  this  once,  and 
let  him  gae  back  to  France,  and  no  to  trouble  King  George's  govern-? 
ment  a^ain,  tliat  ony  six  of  the  very  best  of  his  olan  will  be  willing  to 
be  justified  in  his  stead;  and  if  you'll  just  let  me  gae  down  to  Glen- 
naquoich, ril  fetch  them  up  to  ye  mysell,  to  head  or  hang,  and  you 
may  begin  wi*  me  the  very  first  man." 

'  Notwithstanding  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  a  sort  of  laugh  was 
heard  in  the  court  at  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  proposal.  The 
judge  checked  thTs  indecency,  and  Evan  looked  sternly  round  when  the 
murmur  abated,  "  If  the  Saxon  gentlemen  are  laughing,"  he  said, "  be-, 
cause  a  poor  man,  such  as  me,  thinks  my  life,  or  the  life  of  six  of  my 
degree,  is  worth  that  of  Vich  Ian  Vohr,  its  like  enough  they  may  be 
very  right;  but  if  they  laugh  because  they  think  I  would  not  keep  my, 
vjrord,  and  come  back  to  redeem  him,  I  can  tell  them  they  k^ti  neither 
the  heart  of  a  Hielandman,  nor  the  honour  of  a  gentleman." 

'  There  was  no  farther  inclination  to  laugh  among  the  audience,  and 
a  dead  silence  ensued. 

?  The  judge  then  pronounced  upon  both  prisoners  the  sentence  of 
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the  law  of  high  treason,  with  all  its  horrible  acconrpaniments/ — pp. 
299—303. 

We  have  not  space  to  insert  the  account  of  the  conduct  of  Fer- 
gus and  Evan  on  their  way  to  execution,  or  the  touching  descrip-: 
tion  of  the  interviews,  on  this  melancholy  occasion,  of  Waverley 
with  Flora  and  with  Fergus,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  volumes  is  of 
such  subordinate  interest  that  our  readers  will  excuse  our  continu- 
ing the  story. 

We  shall  conclude  this  article,  which  has  grown  to  an  immoder 
rate  length,  by  observing  what,  indeed,  our  readers  must  have 
already  discovered,  that  Waverley,  who  gives  his  name  to  the  story^ 
is  far  from  being  its  hero,  and  that  in  truth  the  interest  and  merit  of 
the  work  is  derived,  not  from  any  of  die  ordinary  qualities  of  a 
novel,  but  from  the  truth  of  its  facts,  and  the  accuracy  of  its  de- 
lineations. 

We  confess  that  we  have,  speaking  generally,  a  great  objection 
to  what  may  be  called  historical  romance,  in  which  real  aiid  ficti- 
tious personages,  and  actual  and  fabulous  events  are  mixed  toge- 
ther to  the  utter  confusion  of  the  reader,  and  the  unsettling  of 
all  accurate  recollections  of  past  transactions ;  and  we  cannot  but 
wish  that  the  ingenious  and  intelligent  author  of  Waverley  had 
rather  employed  himself  in  recording  historically  the.  character  and 
transactions  of  his  countrymen  Sixty  Years  since,  than  in  writing  a 
work,  which,  though  it  may  be,  in  Us  facts,  almost  true,  and  in  its 
delineations  perfectly  accurate,  will  yet,  in  .sixty  years  hence,  be 
regarded,  or  rather,  probably,  disregarded,  as  a  mere  romance,  and 
the  gratuitous  invention  of  a  facetious  fancy. 


Art.  VIII.  The  Satires  of  Juvenal,  translated  into  English  Fersel 
By  Charles  Badham,  M.  D.  with  Notes  and  Illustrations. 
London.     Longman,  Hurst,  &c.     8vo.  pp.  410. 

TO  EVIEWING  ought,  in  all  conscience,  to  be,  like  virtue,  its 
^^  own  reward,  for  few  of  those  on  whom  our  pains  are  bestowed, 
have  the  grace  to  confess  their  obligations,  or  to  acquiesce  in  the 
justice  of  their  sentence.  On  the  contrary,  they  take,  or  pretend 
to  take,  a  malicious  pleasure  in  contemning  our  opinion,  and 
'  throwing  a  brave  defiance"  in  our  face.  We  do  not  know  Uiat 
Jupiter  was  ever  a  reviewer,  at  least  of  printed  books,  but  his 
pathetic  exclamation,  x«v  ayas-p6\l;w,  7ro:r9ru<r8<ri,  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  ungrateful  employ,  and  we  are  frequently  reminded 
of  its  force. 

Our  readers  may  probably  recollect  a  few  remarks  on  a  *  Speci- 
l»^n  of  VL  new  translation  of  Juvenal'  which  appeared  in  our  Fif- 
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teenth  Number.  In  the  volume  before  us^  the  translation  is  Gom<- 
pleted ;  and  our  brief  notice  of  the  former  work  is  thus  touched 
on  in  the  opening  page  of  the  present. 

*  Advertisement. — Two  years  since  I  printed  and  distributed  a  trana^ 
lation  of  the  first  Satire,  which  was  attacked,  to  be  sure,  with  as  little 
of  generalship,  as  of  good  manners,  in  tl?e  Quarterly  Review.  The  lan- 
guage in  which  the  writer  thought  proper  to  indulge  was  certainly  most 
oflfensive.  He  may  now  enjoy,  if  he  likes  it,  the  reflection  that  he  has 
neither  been  able  to  suppress,  nor  (a  year  and  eight  months  having  since 
elapsed)  in  the  smallest  degree  to  precipitate  the  appearance  of  the 
work,  which  apparently  cost  him  so  much  uneasiness!  To  have  beeii 
the  subject  of  unprovoked  insult,  as  well  as  of  substantial  injury,  might, 
perhaps,  justify  me  in  using  some  freedom  of  expression  respecting  the 
conduct  of  that  publication ;  as  to  the  insult,  however,  the  nrffian  styte 
of  criticism  happily  defeats  its  own  end/ 

This  language  is  at  once  dignified  and  polite : — the  author  pro- 
ceeds to  twit  us  with  the  *  marvellous  failure'  of  our  penal  code, 
and  to  exult  over  the  utter  inefficacy  of  our  *  cruciiixions  and  im- 
palements/ which  he  declares,  with  a  bitterness  of  which  we  scarcely 
believed  him  capable,  have  only  tended  to  '  nnultipiy  the  race  of 
offenders/  He  concludes,  in  a  mutilated  extract  from  Thucydides, 
"with  the  novel  reproach  of  our  poverty,  and  a  mysterious  hint,  if 
we  rightly  understand  him,  of  some  impending  danger. 

The  '  Advertisement'  is  followed  by  a '  Preface,'  remarkable  for 
much  bad  taste,  false  criticism,  and  contemptuous  treatment  of 
^nslators  in  general.  A  few  pages  on  the  '  Life  and  Writings  of 
Juvenal'  succeed,  in  which,  as  there  is  little  research,  there  is  little 
novelty;  and  these  bring  us  to  the  versions  with  which  we  had  been 
favoured  before  the  appearance  of  the  present. 

Dr.  Badham  is  not  very  tender  to  his  predecessors.  Holyday 
and  Stapylton,  he  says,  are  completeiy  destitute  of  poetry.  ThW 
is  not  the  fact,  as  far  as  Stapylton  is  concerned,  who  has  many 
happy  lines,  as  the  translator  surely  knows. 

Of  Dry  den  and  his  coadjutors  he  speaks  at  length ;  not  very 
favourably  indeed,  but  without  much  injustice.  On  CMdham,  who 
incidentally  fell  in  his  way,  he  is  unnecessarily  severe.  Having 
listened  to  his  opinion,  however,  thus  far,  we  were  prepared  for 
his  observations  on  the  translations  subsequent  to  this  period.  True 
it  is,  that,  in  various  passages,^ he  notices  them  naso  adunco;  but 
here,  where  something  on  the  subject  was  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected, Dr.  Badham  suddenly  stops  short,  and  puts  us  off  with  a 
single  word. — *  With  those  of  a  more  recent  date  it  is  not  for  me 
to  interfere.' — p.  xxxii.  No !  What  is  the  Doctor  then  merely 
contending  with  Holyday,  Stapylton,  and  Dryden,  without  ei^amin- 
ing  what  has  been  done  by  others  since  their  time  i  1\m  is  a  sin- 
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gular  mode  of  proceeding,  and  is  as  if  he  should  ttfidertake  to  give 
a  new  version  of  Homer  an  the  sCore  of  Chapnaaii's  imperfections 
without  consulting  Pope.  Is  Dr;  Badham  quite  convinced  that  the 
translators  ^  of  a  more  recent  date'  have  not  already  obviated  the 
faults  which  he  proposes  to  remove?  and  is  there  not  some  little 
chance  that  his  present  labour  may  be  found  to  be  anticipated  in 
some  of  its  principal  objects  f  But  the  Doctor  proceeds : — r 
'  Escaping,  therefore,  from  all  such  perils/ — No ;  this  we  cannot 
permit.  Before  the  *  perils'  are  quite  evaded^  we  have  a  word  or 
two  to  say  on  the  subject  of  them. 

The  reader^  who  in  pure  simplicity  has  taken  Dr.  Badham  lite- 
rally, and  imagined  that  he  knows  nothing,  or,  to  use  his  own  words, 
^  interferes  not  with  the  translations  of  a  more  modern  date,'  will 
be  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  that  he  has  had  one  of  them,  at 
least,  at  his  elbow,  during  the  whole  time  that  he  has  been  em- 
ployed on.  his  own  translation ; — that  he  has  copied  it  freely  in  iti 
text  and  its  notes ;  finally,  that  his  work  is  materially  constructed 
upon  it.  Of  this  our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  give  many  ex- 
amples ;  but  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  his  acquaintance  with 
what  it  was  '  not  for  him  to  interfere  with,'  by  a  few  of  those 
which  most  readily  occur  to  us. 

*  Borne  by  six  slaves,  and  in  an  open  chair.' 

*  Borne  by  six  slaves,  and  swung  in  open  chaivZ—Badham,  p.  14. 

*  Some  mongrel  Arab,  some — 1  know  not  who/ 

*  Some  Arabarch — some  1  know  not  who.' — p.  23. 

*  Whom  Fortune — midst  her  play — in  some  blind  hour, 
Lifts,  from  the  dregs  of  earth,  to  wealth  and  power/ 

*  Whom  the;  fond  goddess,  in  some  sportive  hour. 

From  abject  meanness,  lifts  to  wealth  and  power.' — p.  6#» 


fling  away, 


On  one  voluptuous  night,  a  tribune's  pay/ 

<  ■ ■■'       cast  away, 

For  one  voluptuous  sigh,  a  pnefect's  pay.' — p.  67* 

*  There's  many  a  part  of  Italy,  'tis  said, 
AVhere  none  assume  the  toga  but  the  dead/ 

'  There  still  is  much  of  Italy,  'tis  said, 
Where  none  put  on  the  gown  except  the  dead.' — p.  69* 

*  Where  he — gives,  ai>d  I  receive  the  blows/ 

*  Where  he  inflicts,  and  I  receive  the  blows.' — p.  77 • 

*  — they  love  the  law 

And  raise  litigious  questions  for  a  straw/ 

( , they  doat  on  law, 

'  ■■■   '■ ■■-■  ' and  squabble  for  a  straw.* — p,  153. 

* im- 
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improvidence  of  ill, 


To  sup  from  home  before  you  make  your  will.' 

* improvident  of  ill. 

Sup  not  abroad  ere  thou  hast  signed  thy  will/ — p.  77* 

*  JVIark  the  pure  soul  with  whom  the  gods  delight 
To  hold  high  converse  at  the  noon  of  night/ 

*  These,  these  be  they,  with  whom  the  gods  delight 
To  hold  high  converse  in  the  still  of  night/ — p.  171. 

*  Tis,  my  good  friend,  no  modern  vice  to  slight 
The  sacred  Genius  of  the  nuptial  rite/ 

*  'Tis  an  old  vice,  thou  know'st  it  well,  to  slight 
The  sacred  Genius  of  the  nuptial  rite/ — p.  132. 

* the  guest 

•   At  once  with  hunger  and  with  sleep  opprest/ 

* each  guest 

With  desperate  hunger,  and  with  sleep  opprest/ — p.  l65. 

*  Campania,  prescient  of  her  Pompey*^  fate, 
Sends  a  kind  fever  to  arrest  his  date/ 

*  Campania,  prescient  of  her  favourite's  fate, 
Provides  a  fever  to  abridge  the  date/ — p.  289. 

*  And  leaves  behind  the  medicated  prize/ 

*  And  leaves  behind  the  medicated  prey/ — p.32. 

*  And  with  a  lighter  load  poor  Atlas  prest/* 

*  And  with  a  lighter  load  was  Atlas  prest/ — ^.  337. 

*  Now  if  a  friend  miraculously  just. 
Restore  the  entrusted  coin  with  all  its  rust/ 

*  Now  if  a  friend  prove  faithful  to  his  trust. 

And  give  you  back  the  coin  with  all  its  rust/ — p.  338. 

*  To  pregrtant  mules  the  monster  I  compare. 
Or  fish  upturned  beneath  the  wondring  share/ 

*  To  mules  with  foal  the  monster  I  compare, 

To  fishes  found  beneath  the  wondring  share/ — ihid. 

*  If  these  to  punish  all  the  gods  decree, 

When,  in  their  vengeance,  will  they  come  to  me  ?' 

*  If  on  all  rogues  some  judgment  th^  decree. 

When,  when,  1  wonder,  will  they  come  to  me  ?' — p.  341. 

*  Nor  vex  their  eyes  for  one  hard-gotten  tear.' 

'  Nor  vex  their  eyes  for  an  unready  tear/ — p.  344. 

*  Or  does  that  stripling  fairer  hopes  inspire  ?' 

*  Or  does  that  youth  a  fairer  hope  inspire  ?' — p.  359. 

*  True,  we  are  wiser,  and  by  Zeno  taught 
Know  life  itself  may  be  too  dearly  bought/ 

*  We,  by  sage  Zeno  s  precepts  better  taught 

Know  life  itself  may  be  too  dearly  bought.'— p.  393. 
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We  could  easily  extend  this  part  of  our  observations — but  we 
forbear.  Dr.  Badbam  notices  our  *  sinistral  croakbgs'  over  his 
*  Specimen,'  and  we  should  perhaps  have  felt  inclined  to  express 
some  regret  at  the  censure  of  which  he  complains,  had  we  been 
singular  in  our  opinion  of  his  demerits,  or  had  we  not  observed 
that  he  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  critic,  to  whose  merciless 
strictures  our  harshest  reproofs  were  lenity  and  compassion : — into 
the  hands,  in  shorty  of  Dr.  Badham  himse)f !  Will  the  reader 
believe  that,  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  lines  of  which  the 
'  Translation'  of  the  first  satire  consists,  not  more  than  twenty,  nay, 
not  twenty  are  adopted  from  the  '  Specimen'  ?  Not  another 
word,  therefore,  of  our  severity : — it  is  no  more  to  be  compared 
with  your  own.  Doctor,  than  our  pocket  pen-knife  with  your  formi- 
dable scalpellum. 

Tlie  *  Specimen*  which  we  did  review,  begins  thus  : 

A  silent  hearer  must  I  yet  remain 
Of  that  hoarse  Codrus  and  his  croking  strain  ? 
Endure  his  Theseid  still  ? — unpunished  quite, 
Dull  plays  shall  one,  another  odes  recite  ? 
Shall  that  enormous  Telephus  engage 
The  day,  or  huge  Orestes'  lengthening  page? 
Where  not  a  margin,  not  a  space  appear 
Unspoil'd  by  ink — and  yet  no  end  is  near  ? 

The  '  Translation,'  which  Dr.  Badham  indirectly  charges  us  with 
reviewing,  commences  in  this  manner — 

'  That  Theseid  still !  and  is  there  no  resource, 
Shall  Codrus,  with  diurnal  ravings  hoarse, 
Shall  whining  elegies  my  peace  invade. 
And  plays  that  never,  never  can  be  play'd, 
Shall  Telephus,  my  life's  perpetual  curse. 
Pass  unrequited  with  a  single  verse  ? 
Or  huge  Orestes,  where  (alarming  sight) 
On  no  fair  margin  of  reviving  white 
The  eye  can  rest,  but  ink  and  blackness  all, 
One  maze  perplex t — one  complicated  scrawl/* — p.  6, 
So  much  for  Dr.  Badham's  notions  of  moral  conduct  in  criti- 
cism !  But  we  must  not  suffer  this  matter  to  pass  over  quite  so 
easily.     That  we  should  be  accused  of  '  impaling  and  crucifying,* 
is  neither  novel  nor  surprizing;  that  we  should,  further,  be  taxed 
with  *  envy,'  '  selfishness,'  and  *  injustice,'  is  no  more  than  we 

♦  Had  it  pleased  Dr.  Badham  he  might  have  dropped  all  mention  of  the  former 
publication.  We  actually  read  the  first  satire  (at  which  we  chanced  to  open  tjie  vo- 
lume) without  entertaining  the  slightest  idea  that  the  author  of  the  Specimen  and  the 
Translation  was  the  same.  What  was  there  to  excite  our  suspicion  ?  An  occasional  line 
and  nothing  more.  We  could  almost  venture  to  affirm  that  Dr.  Badham  has  borrowed 
less  from  }iim'self  in  that  satire,  tbaii  he  has  from  preceding  writers  in  any  of  the  others, 

expect. 
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expecty  and  are^  in  general^  prepared  for.  To  inflictions  of  thi$ 
nature  we  bow  the  head  in  silence ;  for  sufferance  is  the  badge  of 
all  our  tribe :  but  we  cannot  go  beyond  this,  and  permit  Dr.  Bad- 
ham  (or  any  other  person)  to  insuk  us  in  the  face  of  the  public  for 
a  judgment  of  which  he  has  tacitly  confessed  the  justice  in  every 
part.  We  cannot  allow  him  to  profit  by  our  advice,  and  abuse  big 
readers  with  a  sturdy  denial  of  the  obligation  ;  nor  to  boast  of  his 
setting  us  at  defiance,  when  no  school-^oy,  under  the  lasb  of  his 
tutor,  ever  evinced  more  docility.  Indeed,  we  never  had  so  tract- 
able a  pupil  as  Dr.  Badham  ;  and  we  are  therefore  at  a  loss  to 
Conjecture  why  he  should  put  on  this  ostensible  air  of  turbulence 
and  disaffection. 

Thus  stands  the  case  between  us.  We  pointed  out  several  vile 
rhymes  in  the  *  Specimen,'  they  are  removed  in  the  *  Translation  ;* 
■we  gave  not  a  few  instances  of  ignoi-ance,  misconception,  &o. — 
they  are  all  reformed ;  we  obs^ved  that  there  was  a  want  of  neat- 
Tiess  and  precision,  and  that  the  *  Specimen'  might  be  improved, — 
two  hundred  and  forty  lines  are  cancelled  !  We  declared  that  the 
promised  translation  would  be  unintelligible  to  the  English  reader 
without  notes,  which  the  Doctor  declared  he  tcould  not  give,  and 
the  Doctor  gives  notes  in  abundance; — nay,  not  satisfied  with  notes, 
he  prefixes  to  every  satire,  two  catalogues  raisonnees,one  of  *  names* 
and  the  other  of  *  places!'  Is  it  to  be  borne  that,  after  this,  Jie 
should  proceed  with  an  air  of  insolence  (we  say  nothing  of  his  bad 
faith)  to  wonder  at  our  perseverance  in  criticism,  when  we  cannot 
but  see  that  he  (among  the  rest)  utterly  neglects  and  despises  it  I 

Dr.  Badham  adds  that  '  the  appearance  of  his  Specimen  was 
hot  only  greeted  by  our  sinistral  croakings,  but  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  his  friends.' — p.  v.  It  seems  to  have  escaped  him  (for  he 
is  a  sorry  logician)  that  he  has  made  art  ungrateful  return  to  those 
friends,  and  paid  a  somewhat  singular  deference  to  their  judgmenj, 
by  rejecting  nearly  the  whole  of  what  had  secured  their  boasted 
approbation : — ^but  this  is  their  concern. 

Why  the  Doctor  should  suppose  that  the  work  '  cost  us  so  much 
uneasiness,'  we  cannot  guess.  A  meaner  thing  we  have  not  seen ; 
and  if  his  own  condemnation  of  two  hundred  and  forty  verses  out 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty,  be  not  a  sufficient  justi^cation  of  our 
censure,  we  know  not  what  is. — '  Uneasiness'  we  certainly ^«eljt— a 
far  more  generous  uneasiness  than  the  captious  spirit,  of  the. trans* 
later  will  give  us  credit  for — uneasiness  for  a  youth,  as  we  thep 
believed,  who  was  prematurely  hazarding  his  reputatlop  bj  a 
work  for  which  he  had  not  sufficiently  prepared  himself,  ^ot  to 
know  Dr.  Badham,  undoubtedly,  argues  ourselves  to  be  unknown; 
but  the  fact  is  so :  and.  we  really  thought,  as  we  spoke,  that  the 
*  Specimen'  was  the  production  of  some  raw  unflergraduate. 

We 
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'    W«  DOW  proceed  to  tke  Translation. 

*  Or  huge  Orestes  where  (alarming  sight) 
On  no  fair  margin  of  reviving  white 
The  eye  can  rest,  but  ink  and  blackness  all, 
One  maze  perplext,  one  complicated  scrawl  ?' — ^p.  6, 

In  this  there  is  nothing  of  the  text.  To  bear  the  translator^  one 
would  suppose  that  Juvenal,  hke  Mr.  Dibdin,  was  in  quest  of  fair 
copies  on  large  paper.  The  necdumjinitusy  which  forms  the  point 
of  the  original,  is  wholly  lost. 

Instead  of  the  '  punctured  ears'  of  the  Specimen,  the  freedmaa 
now  exhibits  a  pair  *  through  which  the  day-light  shines.'  This  is 
highly  humorous,  and  hi  the  best  taste.  We  only  fear  that  the 
English  reader  will  mistake  the  nature  of  the  compliment,  and 
judge  the  Cappadocians  ears  to  be  delicately  transparent. 

The  humero  revocante  lacernas  of  Crispinus,  Dr*  Badham  now 
thinks,  (for  he  thought  very  differently  when  he  published  the  Spe- 
cimen,) alludes  to  his  awkwardness  in  pulling  his  cloak  over  hi^ 
shoulders. 

*  Recovering,  as  he  goes,  with  awkward  air. 

The  purple  cloak  he  knows  not  how  to  wear/ — p.  9. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  this  person  makes  rather  an  ungracious 
figure  in  the  Doctor's  ps^es ;  for,  besides  twitching  forwaixis  his 
cloak  as  he  goes,  he  is  also  engaged  in*^  the  refrigeration  of  hi^ 
hand,'  as  the  note  expresses  it,  *  by  his  own  lungs.' 

*  He  blows  his  reeking  fingers,  all  beset 

With  summer  rings,  the  lightest  he  could  get.' 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  sole  object  of  Juvenal  was  to 
lash  the  unbounded  effeminacy,  and  affectation  of  delicacy  iu  this, 
voluptuous  upstart,  the  converting  him  into  a  lubberly  plow-boy^ 
seems  a  brilliant  idea. 

In  the  same  page  Matho  is  '  cushioned  in  his  palanquin  at  his. 
ease :'  here  again  Dr.  Badham  is  thinking  of  one  thing  and  Juvenal 
of  another.  Plena  ipso  was  surely  intended  to  have  some  meaning. 
Just  below  there  is  another  variance.  The  old  beldame  is  said  to 
distribute  her  bounty  according  to  the  *  skitf  of  her  favourites,  and 
the  '  stout  ProcUleius'  and  the  *  athletic  Gillo'  are  discriminated 
by  this  alone.  She  had  other  modes  of  discrimination ;  and  if  her 
character  was  worth  giving  at  all,  it  was  surely  as  well  to  be  cor- 
rect. But,  in  fact,  we  do  not  find  one  person  introduced  whose 
character  is  intimately  understood  or  adequately  rendered.  Marius 
is  said 

* " to  drink  e'en  more, 

And  better  wine  in  exile  than  before.' 

/ritis  might  be ;  but  Juvenal's  charge  against  him  is,  that  he  drank 

earlier : 
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earlier : — bibit  ab  ociava ;  he  began  his  revels  at  noon :  this  was 
the  enormity  in  the  poet's  eye,  and  not  the  quantity  or  the  quality 
of  what  he  drank. 

In  the  ^  Specimen'  the  lady  who  poisons  her  husband  conceals 
the  body :  this,  we  ventured  to  say,  was  not  the  sense  of  the  ori- 
ginal ;  and  accordingly,  the  body  is  now  produced.  But  Dr.  Bad- 
ham  is  still  wrong.  He  says  ^  she  is  taught  not  to  seem  to  hear'  the 
muttering  of  the  crowd.  She  heard  well  enough,  and  this  is  die 
grievance.  She  did  not  dissemble  her  knowledge  of  the  people's 
murmurs,  but  she  despised  them.  It  is  the  audacity  of  her  guilt 
that  is  the  real  object  of  the  satire. 

In  the  Translation  the  *  feet  of  slaves  no  longer  whiten  the  plain  ;* 
but  we  do  not,  for  this,  get  any  nearer  to  the  meaning  of  the  ori- 
ginal.    We  are  now  told  that  these  same  people 

« ■  sought  an  home, 

With  feet  unshod,  in  hospitable  Rome !' — p.  21* 

They  did  no  such  thing.  Juvenal  tells  a  plain  tale.  Tliese  up- 
starts were  brought  to  Rome  for  sale :  they  stood  in  the  market 
like  cattle,  and  their  feet  were  chalked  to  shew  that  they  might  be 
had  at  reasonable  rates !  So  much  for  the  hospitality  of  Rome  ! 
What  can  the  English  reader  learn  of  Juvenal  from  such  versions  ? 
But,  as  the  Doctor  says,  on  another  occasion,  ^  these  are  unim- 
portant circumstances.' 

We  are  much  pleased  by  the  long  drawn  delicacy  with  whick 
Cujus  in  effigiem.  Sac.  is  rendered. 

*  A  spot  select  than  which,  in  all  the  street. 
For  nature's  urgent  calls  were  none  more  meet.' — p.  23.  ^ 

The  translator  does  not,  as  before,  '  steer  to  the  wind  with  a 
flowing  sail ;'  but  he  falls  off  miserably  from  the  ^  Specimen,'  in  the 
r^st  of  the  passage.    We  have  seldom  seen  meaner  lines  than  these : 

*  *  To  wish  our  wishes,  all  we  did  to  do. 

And  of  our  crimes  to  follow  all  the  clue. 

Is  left  to  them — go  then,  and  spread  thy  sail. 

And  fill  its  bosom  with  no  changeling  gale.' — p.  24. 

Dr.  Badham  disapproves  of  giving  the  line  Quid  refert,  &c. 
^  with  other  translators,'  to  the  Friend.  ^  There  is  far  more  ^ 
spirit  (he  says)  if  it  is  read  as  an  exclamation  of  Juvenal.'  Granted ; 
but,  indeed,  the  reading  of  the  whole  passage  is  so  spirited,  that 
we  must  give  it  a  place. 

*  All  this  is  well,  methink  I  hear  ^ou  say, 
But  whence  thj/  genius  for  the  subject  pray? 
Of  ancient  times  that  stern  simplicity, 
Of  spirit  dauntless,  and  of  utterance  free  ? 
Tho'  Mutius  take  offence,  I  little  care, 

Tvue,  but  if  Tigillinus /--p.  24. 

This 
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This  satire  ends  with  a  strange  couplet : 

*  Be  then  tkdr  patience  tried  whose  bones  decay  ' 
Beneath  the  Latin  and  Flaminian  way/ 

To  try  tlie  patience  of  the  dead,  may  be  a  very  good  jest  in  tlic 
Doctor's  circle ;  but  will  not  precisely  suit  with  Juvenal's  feelings 
at  the  time.  Since  you  will  not  allow  me,  he  says,  to  attack  the 
living,  I  will  try  how  far  I  may  be  indulged  in  satirizing  the  dead. 
He  had  no  idea  of  making  experiments  upon  their  patience.  He 
knew,  and  Dr.  Badham  ought  to  have  known,  that,  in  those  sus- 
picious times,  the  dead  could  neither  be  praised  nor  blamed  with 
impunity,  and  that  in  forming  his  ultimate  resolution,  he  was  only 
diusing  one  of  two  perilous  adventures.  But  thus  the  author's 
object  is  overlooked,  or  unwittingly  perverted ! 

These  are  but  a  scantling  of  the  errors  which  we  have  observed 
in  the  second  translation  of  this  satire.  In  the  first  he  insinuated 
that  his  version  was  justified  by  the  deficiencies  of  those  already 
before  the  public ;  and  in  his  second  (which  scarcely  retains  a 
vestige  of  the  former)  he  still  maintains  this  language,  though  the 
glaring  failure  might  have  abated  his  confidence.  We  must  now 
proceed  at  a  more  rapid  rate. 

'  Where  each  with  garlands  on  his  brow.' — p.  38. 

This  is  all  we  have  for 

— : qui  longadomi  redimiculasumunt 

Frontibus,  et  toto  posuere  manilia  collo 

and  this  is  foreign  from  the  sense.  Juvenal's  indignation  is  exci-* 
ted  by  their  taking  the  dress  and  ornaments  of  women,  the  tire  for 
the  head  and  the  neck-lace.  Garlands,  which  announce  festivity, 
is  the  worst  word  which  inadvertence  could  have  stumbled  on. 

*  By  midnight  torch  displayed,  such  orgies  lewd 
The  Baptae^ wrought* — p.  S9* 

Display'd !  Where  did  Dr.  Badham  learn  this  ?  not,  surely,  in 
Juvenal^  for  he  says  quite  the  contrary. 

Talia  secrefa  roluerunt  orgia  tcda 
Baptae,  &c. — 

and  in  this  consists  tlie  resemblance  to  the  rites  of  which  he  speaks 
with  such  abhorrence.     They  were  secret,  and  they  were  polluted 
witli  eiFeminacy. — ^To  '  work  prgies'  too  is  a  fantastic  expression. 
The  Doctor  will  say  it  is  Persian ;  but  let  it  be  changed. 
Tlie  retreat  of  Umbritius  is  thus  described  : 

'  There,  close  to  Baias,  he  shall  soon  explore, 
Of  quiet  Cuma  the  sequesler'd  shore.' — p.  54. 

How  unlike  is  this  tame  picture  to  the  original ! 

,  Janua 
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Janua  Baianim  est»  et  gratum  Httus  amoeni 
Becessus         ■  . 

Here  we  have  a  correct  and  spirited  sketch  dashed  out  in  a  few 
characteristic  traits. 

In  describing  the  Jews  who  were  confined  to  the  grove  of  Ege- 
tia.  Dr.  Badham  says  *  he  has  omitted  the  basket  and  the  hay  as 
an  unimportant  feature.'  Now  as  Juvenal  evidently  considered 
these  accompaniments  as  the  characterbtic  features  of  his  descrip- 
tion^  as  he  distinctly  and  expressly  points  them  out  in  two  several 

{ilaces^  it  appears  rather  unaccountable  that  the  Doctor  should  thus 
ightly  throw  them  out  of  the  text.  He  undertook  to  translate 
J  u venal  y  not  to  determine  what  was  worth  the  reader's  attention, 
an  office  for  which,  neither  his  judgment  nor  his  learning,  as  far 
as  we  can  see,  seems  to  qualify  him.  In  the  sixth  satire,  where 
the  hay  and  basket  are  again  inUoduced  by  Juvenal,  and  again 
omitted  by  the  Doctor,  he  is  very  *  keen  and  critical'  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  former  translator  who  had  supposed  these  badges  of 
their  wretched  condition  to  be  attached  to  the  Jews  of  the  Egerian 
grove  (for  other  descriptions  of  them  abounded  in  Italy)  by  the 
caprice  or  tyranny  of  the  Roman  government.  This,  he  thinks 
very  foolish ;  but  he  sees  nothing  improbable  in  translating  magna 
arboris  sacerdos,  (simply  chief  fortune-teller  of  the  grove,) '  high- 
priestess  of  that  Mysterious  Tree,'  by  which,  it  seems,  '  Juvenal 
alludes  to  our  first  parents,  and  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  in  the  garden  of  Eden !'  p.  173. 

Few  passages  are  more  known  and  admked  than  the  beautiful 
ilescription  of  the  Egerian  grotto, 

< ■■   ■  Quanto  prsstantius  esset 

Numen  aquas,  viridi  si  macgine  clauderet  undas 
Herba,  nee  ingenuum  violarunt  marmora  tophum. 

And  of  all  the  translations  of  it  which  we  have  seen  Dr.  Badham*^ 
is  the  worst.  Considering  what  he  had  before  him,  it  is  quite  ex- 
traordinary that  he  should  hazard  such  lines  as  these : 

*  And  thou,  fair  Spring !  hadst  look'd  raore  like  divine, 
Did  its  green  margin  still  thy  wave  confine, 

And  not  a  marble  had  the  stones  displaced, 

Rough  and  unhewn,  which  once  thy  fountain  graced.* — p.  58. 

In  copying  too  closely,  as  usual.  Dr.  Badham,  (p.  63f)  like  Sir 
Francis  Wronghead  in  the  play,  cries  '  Ah  no  !*  when  he  should 
have  s^d  ^  Ah  yes !     It  is  not  always  safe  to  follow  his  guide  elect. 

*  Ne'er  was  the  client  yet  so  lightly  priz'd  : 
Oh  say,  what  hopes  his  futile  toils  invite, 

Or  what  rewards  his  thankless  cares  requite  f  * 

Though  to  the  patron's,  ere  ^tis  morn,  he  hie^ 
What  time  the  Praetor  bids  bis  Uctors  fly. 

Of 
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Of  Mo<]ia*s  cough,  lest  rivals  in  the  trade, 

Their  kind  inquiries  shall  have  earlier  made ; 

For  what's  all  this,  I  ask,  unless  to  see 

The  slave's  descendant  lord  ft  o'er  the  free  ?* — p.  67' 

It  is  well  that  Dr.  Badham  answered  his  own  question^  for  w# 
were  quite  at  a  loss,  .not  being  fortunate  enough  to  comprehend 
the  purport  of  it.  We  can  easily  see,  however,  that  he  has  alto- 
gether missed  the  sense  of  his  author.  The  loss  of  a  client,  Juve- 
>  nai  says,  is  no  where  so  little  felt  as  at  Rome : — then  comes  the 
bitterness  of  satire.  And,  not  to  flatter  ourselves,  he  adds,  it  is,  in 
effect^  of  no  great  moment ;  for  what  can  be  the  value  ot  th« 
poor  man's  services,  when,  although  he  rises  before  day,  and  runs 
to  pay  his  respects  to  his  patron,  he  finds  the  chief  magistrates  al- 
ready up  ^nd  gone  on  the  same  errand,  and  the  rich  and  childless 
impatiently  looking  for  their  arrival !  It  would  ask  some  penetra^- 
tion  to  discover  any  thing  of  this  in  the  quotation,  which  has  little 
of  the  sense,  and  none  of  the  satire  of  the  original.  The  last  coup- 
let is  merely  absurd. 

.  In  the  succeeding  passage  Dr.  Badham  tells  us  (not  certainly  from 
Juvenal)  that  *  Metellus  was  a  greater  name  than  Numa.'  We 
cannot  subscribe  to  this  classification  of  the  Roman  worthies ;  nor 
would  we  advise  the  English  reader  to  trust  too  implicitly  to  the 
Doctor's  historical  anecdotes  of  tjiis  people.  *  Marius,'  he  says, 
p.  52,  '  being  besieged  at  Praeneste  by  Sylla,  perished  in  endea- 
vouring to  escape  by  a  subterraneous  passage.'  Marius  died 
quietly  in  his  bed,  at  Rome,  and  in  the  fullness  of  his  power. 
,  Dr.  Badham  is  very  bitter  against  poor  reviewers.  He  hat 
been  told,  he  says  with  sly  severity,  '  that  they  frequently  gain 
much  ostentatious  knowledge  from  the  very  authors  they  propose 
to  dismember.'  The  Doctor  is  always  thinking  of  anatomizing:-^ 
but,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  he  is  perfectly  welcome  to  credit 
cur  account  with  all  the  '  knowledge'  which  the  most  ignorant 
«ould  glean  from  such  information. 

In  our  review  of  the  Specimen  we  noticed  the  vague  idea  which 
the  author  seemed  to  possess  of  the  force  of  his  words ;  the  same 
defect  accompanies  the  Translation. 

*  Swung  in  his  coach  aloft,  the  rich  man  rides 
And  writes  and  reads  by  turns*— ^p.  74-. 

He  could  not  well  do  either,  while  thus  oscillating,     ^gain, 

*  And  fans  the  fuel  as  he  stalks  ajong.' — ibid, 

£t  cursu  ventilat  ignem.  This  it  is  to  be  in  luck !  There  was  but 
one  improper  word  in  the  vocabulary,  and  the  translator  has  hit 
mpon  it. 

lOh.  XI.  vo.  x%iu     ^  Q  c  OlKt 
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Once  more, 

^  For  while  old  Auster  keeps  the  house  and  wrings 
The  moisture  from  his  wet-encumbered  wings. — p.  1 16. 

Old  Auster!  We  never  heard  him  so  termed  before.  But  when- 
ever Dr.  Badham  interpolates  his  predecessor's  lines,  which  he 
generally  does  in  the  vain  hope  of  hiding  his  obligation,  he  is  sure 
to  blunder.    This  is  the  couplet  which  he  has  spoiled ; 

*  For  oft  as  Auster  seeks  his  care,  axulJHngs 

The  cumbrous  moisture  from  his  dripping  wingps.' 

Here  the  action  is  appropriate  to  the  di^aracter;  and  the  v^rjr 
demon  of  absurdity  must  have  beset  the  translator  when  he  altered 
the  passage.  '  Old  Auster'  might  wring  hrs  shirt  indeed,  if  he  had 
€>ne ;  but  to  wring  bis  wings  was  as  little  in  his  poweo  as  m  his 
thoughts. 

In  the  fourth  Satire,  the  person  who  presents  the  torbot  to  Do- 
mitian,  recommends  a  vomit,  (the  usual  nostrum,  when  a  ^idicacy 
was  to  be  swallowed.)  Dr.  Badham  appears  to  think  thttt  the 
fisherman  has  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  patient's  case,  and'  he 
therefore  takes  upon  himself  to  prescribe  a  purge. 

* ' rdax,  my  liege,  with  haste, 

Your  royal  bowels  for  this  rich  repast.' — ^p.  91- 

Now,  as  the  Doctor  was  not  called  to  the  consultation,  we  really 
do  not  see  the  propriety  (to  say  nothing  of  the  delicacy)  of  his 
altering  the  recipe. 

*  By  dames,  at  whose  large  breasts  the  sinewy  child 
Of  an  athletic  sire,  contented  smiled,* — p.  19 1. 

Of  what  child  is  Dr.  Badham  speaking  ?     Of  young  Pollio,  surely* 
Incipe,  parve  puer,  risu  cognoscere  matrem,  &c. 

For  the  rest — with  what  exquisite  taste  and  delicacy  has  the 
translator  touched  this  high-polished  bijou! 

Sed  potanda  ferens  infantibus  ubera  magnis, 
'     Et  saepe  horridior  glandem  ructante  marito ! 

Still  as  Juvenal  runs  he  refines.  The  rough  and  savage  wife 
of  the  first  ages,  the  husband  that  now  turns  one's  stomach,  (glan- 
dem ructante,)  the  burly  infants,  &c.  will  shortly  be  bantshed  from 
his  page,  and  we  shall  receive  in  their  stead  the  sleek  inmates  of  a 
snug  English  cottage. 

*  And  when  the  fading  stars  retiring  train 
Announce  the  end  of  night's  declining  reign.' — ^p.  141. 

The  -original  of  this  couplet,  in  which  it  is  proved,  with  great 
effort,  that  a  thing  may  be  ended  while  it  is  yet  only  approaching 
its  end,  is 

Mox  leuone  suas  jam  dimittente  puellas ! 

*  Where 
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*  Where  length  of  days  iS  graciously  bestowed 

On  ancient  swine,  by  an  indulgent  code/ — p.  147. 

This  was  rather  beyond  the  power  of  the  code,  however  gracious 
it  might  be.  Juvenal  says  very  well — Where  old  or  traditionary 
indulgence  spares  the  ancient  swine.  Did  the  translator  take  vetus 
for  a  substantive,  and  render  it  '  length  of  days  ?'  Or  does  h« 
distribute  his  epithets  at  random.^ 

*  Her  peevish  whim  excludes  thy  ancient  friend.' — p.  151. 

Ille  excludatur  amicus 

Jam  senior,  cujus  barbam  tua  janua  vidit. 
In  Xhis  there  is  pathos,  and  picturesque  beauty ;  in  the  transla^ 
tion  there  is  not  a  jot  of  either.  * 

*  She  swallows  down  a  hasty  draught  or  two.' — p.  l65. 

Not  80  the  lady  in  the  original ;  she  goes  to  work  more  delibe- 
rately. 

Oenophorum 

Admotum  pedibus,  de  quo  sextan  us  alter  . 

Ducitur  ante  cibum.— • 

Perhaps  Dr.  Badham  thought  this,  as  well  as  ^  the  bath  scenq, 
had  better  be  passed  over  quickly ;'  and  thus  we  hear  nothing  of  the 
lata  pelvis,  or  the  sic  tanquam  alta  in  dolia  longus  Decideret  ser- 
pens, &c.  All  this  may  be  very  proper : — but  after  omitting  the 
most  striking  traits  of  the  description,  it  seems  scarcely  a  matter 
of  boast  that '  the  Translation  is  comprised  in  fewer  lines  than  any 
former  one.'  *  Quickly,'  however,  as  the  Doctor  passes  over  thw 
part  of  the  lady's  adventures,  he  has  found  leisure  to  introduce 
something  like  a  contradiction : 

*  Languid  a.nd  faint  with  voluntary  toil, 

The  ponderous  lead  with  vigorous  arm  she  wields, 
Till  nature  to  the  strenuous  ^ort  yields.' — p.  l6d. 
Dr.  Badham  possesses  an  excellent  talent  for  inversion  of  lan- 
guage, and  we  have,  in  almost  every  other  page,  the  satisfaction  of 
thinking  that  we  are  playing  at  *  reading  backwards.' 

*  Her  husband's  neighbour,  save  that  of  a  tie 
More  near,  his  friends  insulted  might  supply 
Some  slight  suspicion,  and  his  squander'd  coin, — 
In  her  a  wife,  what  mortal  could  divine  ?' — p.  l69« 

*  But  Him,  the  workings  of  whose  prescient  mind. 
Have  more  than  once  his  silly  self  consign*d 

To  banishment,  which,  save  its  own,  foretold 
The  fates  of  all ;  whose  tablets — to  be  sold, 
A  great  man's  end  ; — the  end  of  Otho's  fear 
*  Announc'd — Him,'  &c. — p.  173. 

*  Swift  by  the  tombs  behold  his  axle  fly, 
Where  the  whole  race  of  Damasippus  lie.' 

€  c  2  In 
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In  the  third  Translation,  (which  is  probably  in  some  forward- 
ness;)  we  shall  be  told  whose  axle — but  the  present  thus  proceeds  r 

*  Twas  night — yet  did  yon  moon  the  sight  disclose, 
And  every  glittering  planet  as  it  rose !'— p.  230. 
Nocte  quidem  ;  sed  luna  videt,^sed  sidera  testes 
Intendunt  oculos, 

conveys  an  awful  check.  Here  is  nothing  of  the  '  moon's  discloik 
liure/  nothing  of  the  trite  prettiness  of  a  '  glittering  planet/  Juve- 
nal admits,  with  the  consul's  apologist,  that  it  was  nighty  and  ihat 
no  one  saw  it :  hence  arises  the  poignancy  of  his  satire,  the  moral 
dignity  of  his  reproof.  *  But  the  moon  saw  it !  but  the  star* 
stretched  their  eyes  (intendunt  oculos)  to  behold  it !'  Why  will 
Dr.  Badham  compel  us  to  repeat  what  appears  to  have  offended 
him  so  highly  in  our  former  remarks,  ^  that  he  does  not  understand^ 
or  at  least  does  not  enter  into  the  sense  and  spirit  of  his  author'? 

In  completing  the  picture  of  the  infamy  of  Damasippus,  Juve^ 
nal  describes  his  tavern  associates,  among  whom  he  particularljT 
specifies  the  Galli  or  priests  of  Cybele.  The  translator  passes 
them  over ;  because,  as  he  subjoins,  ^  he  could  not  find  roona  for 
them.'  If  he  was  stinted  in  the  article  of  paper,^  he  is  not  to  bt 
blamed ;  nevertheless  as  his  author  thought  the  degradation  of  th« 
consul  more  strongly  marked  by  his  herding  with  these  profligate 
impostors  than  with  the  runaway  slaves,  thieves,  8cc. ;  nay,  as  be 
has  heightened  the  disgrace  by  pointing  out  the  easy  familiarity 
with  which  this  prime  nobleman  was  treated  by  them,  we  could 
almost  wish  that  room  had  been  made  for  their  appearance.  Suf- 
ficient space  might  be  gained,  we  think,  by  retrenching  a  line  else- 
where ;  and  we  could  point  out  a  hundred  places  where  this  might 
be  done  without  the  smallest  injury  to  the  translator's  judgment* 
We  give  the  first  that  occurs  to  us : 


minor  admiratio  summis 


Debetur  monstris,  quoties  facit  ira  nocentem 
Hunc  sexum,  et  rabie  jecur  incendente  feruntur 
Praecipites,  ut  saxa  jugis  praerupta  quibiis  mons 
Subtrahitur,  clivoque  iatus  pendente  ruina. 
•  Admire  discreetly, — difference  it  makes, 
The  hurried  vengeance  desperate  passion  takes. 
One  less  admires  when  all  is  flame  within, 
And  hurls  them  headlong  on  to  deeds  of  sin.' 

This  we  do  not  understand ;  even  witli  the  assistance  of  the  original^ 
which  is  remarkably  clear : — but  to  proceed, 

*  As  when  the  fissur'd  cliff,  with  bursting  sound. 
Relieves  the  mass  long  to  its  summit  bound, 
Headlong  it  rolls,  attracting  far  and  wide 
The  streaming,  soil,  it  sweeps  the  mountain's  side^^ 

Fiom 
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From  rock  to  rock,  in  curves  fantastic  thrown, 
Descends,  recoiling  oft,  the  smoaking  stone  ' 

Seems  now  to  rest — revives  yet  once  again, 
.   Then  falls  in  distant  thunders  to  the  plain/ — p.  182. 

Now,  as  Juvenal  only  says,  (and  truly  says,)  '  that  women  of 
violent  passions,  (such  as  Medea,)  when  anger  renders  them  furious, 
me  hurried  headlong,  like  an  overhangirig  cliff  broken  from  the 
mountain,  by  the  receding  of  the  side  from  the  incumbent  mass;' 
as  they  make  no  fantastic  carves,  never  recoil,  much  less  seem  to 
rest,  are  guilty,  in  short,  of  none  of  this  ridiculous  foppery,  but  fall 
downright;  what  must  we  think  of  the  translator's  judgment, 
which  could  suffer  him  to  be  betrayed  into  such  glaring  absurdities ! 
Six  of  the  eight  lines  are  worse  than  useless ;  they  are  not  eveu 
wanted  to  prove  how  ill  the  translator  has  studied  his  author. 

*  I  have  been  scrupulous,'  Dr.  Badham  says,  *  not  to  use  any 
liberties  with  the  original,  excepting  such  a^  are  sanctioned  by  gene- 
ral practice.' — p.  x.  We  believe  that  it  is  not  common  in  trans- 
]ating  this  passage  to  interveave  with  it  the  story  of  an  avalanche 
made  by  the  Doctor  and  his  friends,  *  by  rolling  stones  of  the.. 
Jargest  size  from  the  top  of  Cader-Idris.' — p.  IBl. 

Dr.  Badham  makes  strai^e  work  with  the  Roman  terms  for 
money.  In  several  places  in  the  notes,  he  distinctly  gives  the  re- 
spective value  of  the  sestertius  and  the  sestertium,  so  that  his  readers 
are  prepared  for  the  sums  in  the  text. 


< : Is  there  any  now, 

Who  would  two  hundred  sesterces  bestow 
On  Tully's  self?*— p.  200. 

Two  hyndred  sesterces,  according  to  the  Doctor's  computation, 
amount  to  thirty  shillings  or  thereabouts :  not  too  much^  we  should 
imagine,  for  Cicero  to  expect  even  in  the  poet's  days.  The  suc- 
ceeding section  affords  a  calculation  still  more  extraordinary.  Ju- 
venal speaks  with  great  warmth  of  the  immense  sums  lavished  hj 
the  nobility  on  the  erection  of  sumptuous  baths^  porticos^  &c. 
This  the  translator  renders 

*  Six  thousand  sesterces  these  worthies  pay 
For  a  new  bath !' — i.  e.  £48. 

And  in  this  inconsiderate  manner  he  rambles  on. 

The  next  page  perverts  the  whole  drift  of  his  authon  After 
asking,  *  How  Quintilian  gain'd  his  vast  estate,'  and  answering 
*  that  he  M'as  fortunate/  he  launches  at  once  into  a  panegyric  on 
wealth ! 

*  Of  this  be  sure — wealth  gives  the  best  pretettce 
To  person,  courage,  conduct,  wit  and  sense,'  &c. 

Dr.  Badham  may  be  *  sure^'  if  he  pleases;  of  this  or  any  other 

c  c  3  ab- 
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absurdity ;  we  know,  on  the  contrary,  that  Juvenal  attributes  all 
these  advantages  to  luck — to  the  secret  influence  of  favourable 
stars; — and  he  is  so  strongly  possessed  with  this  idea  that  he 
dwells  on  it  for  a  dozen  lines  together,  illustrating  his  position  by  a 
variety  of  examples. — ^And  so  much  for  the  translator's  confidence ! 

*  Great  sons  of  Troy, — what  would  tinge  with  shame 
A  sordid  cobbler's  cheek,  ye  feebly  blame/ — p.  333. 

By  no  means,  they  thought  it  becoming  and  praised  it.  So,  at 
least,  Juvenal  says,  and  so  the  copy  from  which  the  Doctor  took 
all  but  the  last  three  words. 

*  Troy's  great  sons 

look  for  fame 

In  what  should  tinge  a  cobbler's  cheek  with  shame/ 

To  leave  just  room,  in  a  pilfered  passage,  for  a  blunder  is  a  bap* 
piness  peculiar  to  this  translator. 

Pauca  licet  portes  argenti  vascula  puri,  &c. 

is  thus  familiarly  rendered. 

'  Hast  thou  one  silver  spoon  ?  Good  neighbour,  stay, 
Nor  tempt  the  road  before  the  break  of  day, 
That  prize  of  thine  the  poignard  shall  invite  T — p.  260. 

The  counsel,  we  trust,  wiH  be  taken  kindly:  but  unfortuaatdy 
this  is  not  Jutenal.  He  is  giving  examples,  where  Dr.  Badham  is 
obtruding  his  advice,  and  thus  defeating  the  sole  object  of  the 
satire.  *  If  you  have  a  few  pieces  of  plate  to  carry  wiui  you,  (the 
former  says,)  you  take  your  journey  by  night,  ,and  even  then  you 
tremble  at  the  shadow  of  a  rush  / — thus  enforcing  his  main  argu- 
ment, the  anxiety  and  terror  attendant  upon  the  possession  of 
wealth  in  flagitious  times.  If  you  happen  to  have  a  silver  spoon, 
neighbour,  says  the  latter,  it  is  my  opinion  that  you  should  wait 
till  the  sun  is  up.     And  this  is  proudly  termed  translating ! 


■ ad  qusB 

Discutienda  valet  sterilis  mala  rpbora  ficus. 

The  natural  propensity  of  the  wild  fig-tree  to  insinuate  its  root 
into  the  minutest  fissure,  and  thus  fracture  and  destroy  the  monu- 
ments of  antiquity,  is  so  well  known  as  to  be  proverbial.  Dr. 
Badham  renders  it  thus : 

'  Where  some  wild  fig-tree  soon  perhaps  shall  coily  % 
Nor  needs  there  more  to  loosen  all  the  pile.* — p.  574. 

This  would  rather  tend  to  bind  it: — ^but  the  Doctor,  as  we  have 
more  than  once  observed,  has  odd  notions  of  language. 

*  The  Pylian  king — at  least  so  Homer  says — 
Made  ravens  jealous  of  his  length  of  days/ 

Homer 
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Homer  sajji  np  such  tbing^  and  the  translator  is  facetious  in  the 
vrrong  place:  he  is  also  a  nttle  out  in  the  next  couplet. 

*  Thrice  happy  Nestor !  he,  when  all  were  gone, 

Drank  the  new  wine,  and  fiird  his  cups  alone/ — p.  285. 

Homer  aays  nothing  of  this  *  at  least' — as  for  Juvenal  he  is,  aa 
usual>  out,  of  the  question. — ^The  Doctor  confounds  the  good  old 
Nestor  (the  most  sociable  of  b^ngs)  with  the  solitary  glutton  of 
tfie  first  satire.  The  happiness  of  Nestor  consisted,  (if  the  briginal 
may  be  trussed,)  not  in  drinking  his  wine  alone,  for  that  he  never 
did,  but  in  quaffing  the  must  of  so  many  successive  vintages-— 
toties  inastum  bibit. 

*  The  brazen  frontlet  of  th*  uncurtain'd  bed 

Show'd  the  rude  sculpture  of  an  ass's  head/ — p.  S06, 

Still  copying ! — but  of  what  bed  is  Dr.  Badham  thinking  ?  of  his 
own  ?  Juvenal  3peaks  of  a  little  couch  on  which  the  Ikmiaps  of 
oth^r  days  sat  at  meat.  And  this  is  every  word  we  have  for  the 
interesting  and  amusing  picture  of  rustic  economy  in  tb^  original. 

Sed  nudo  latere,  et  parvis  frons  aerea  lectis 

Vile  coronata  caput  ostendebat  aselli 

Ad  quod  lascivi  ludebant  ruris  alumni :  / 

TaJas  ergp  cihi,  qualis  donius,  atque  supellex. 

Dr.  Badham  informs  us  in  his  preface  that  he  has  judged  strict-' 
ness  of  interpretation  more  consistent  with  brevity  than  is  usually 
thought ;  '  acipordingly  (continMes  he)  I  have  comj^ized  the  whole 
work  in  a  much  smaller  number  of  lines  than  has  hitherto  been 
done/ — p.  ix.  This  is  altogether  astonishing ! — Of  the  three  trans- 
lations which  he  condescends  to  mention,  two  are  comprized  in  a 
far  less  number  of  lines  than  his  own ;  and  of  the  four  others  with 
which  '  it  is  not  for  him  to  interfere,'  t\^o  (if  not  thi'ee)  are  also 
comprized  in  much  fewer  lines.  What  then  could  tempt  the  trans- 
lator to  hazard  an  assertion  so  false  in  fact,  and  so  futile  in  its 
nature  i  After  all,  with  such  admirable  talents  for  omission,  it 
seems  quit  inexcusable  in  the  Doctor  to  have  made  his  work  sa 
long  as  it  is. 

*  To  thee,  O  Persicu^,  this  day  shall  tell 
Whether  I  truly  love  what  sounds  so  well : 
Or  cant  of  herbs  and  water  from  the  spring, 

And  call  for  pottage— which  they  dare  not  bring  P — p.  30t. 

TUs  is  meant  for  a  translation  of  the  following  lines : 

t^xperi^re  hodie  nuroquid  pulcherrima  dictu, 
Persice,  non  praestem  vita,  vel  moribus  et  re. 
Sed  laudem  siliquas,  occultus  ganeo,  pultes 
Coram  aliis  dictem  puero,  sed  in  aure  placenta. 

c  c  4  It 
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It  18  cl^ar  that  while  the  translator  was  turning  to  Goldsmith's 
Hermit  for  herbs  and  water  from  the  spring,  he  totally  overlooked 
the  sense  of  his  author.  The  note  on  tnis  passage  is  a  master-piece 
of  absurdity.  ^  Here  is  another  allusion  to  the  despicable  conduct 
of  some  of  the  Roman  entertainments^  (serving  up  different  dishei 
to  the  hosts  and  the  guests,)  which  must  have  been  very  gross  in- 
deed/ &c.  Not  a  word  of  sense  in  all  this.  You  shafi  prove, 
Persicus,  to  day,  (Juvenal  says,)  whether  I  merely  advance  dies^ 
maxims  in  a  rhetorical  flourish,  or  regulate  my  life  and  actions  by 
them ;  whether  an  epicure  in  heart,  1  declaim  in  praise  of  puls^ 
and  while  I  call  aloud,  so  that  others  may  hear  me,  for  coarse  pot* 
tage,  whisper  id  the  ear  of  my  boy, '  let  it  be  pastry.' 

Idem  habitus  cunctis,  tonsi,  rectique  capilli 
Atque  hodie  tantum  propter  convivia  pexi. 

This  pleasing  description  of  the  rustic  neatness  of  the  poet's  boys, 
in  compliment  to  his  expected  guest,  with  other  characteristic 
features  of  this  beautiful  domestic  scene,  are  wholly  omitted  by  Dr. 
Badham,  who  yet  is  not  ashamed  to  boast  of  the  strict  interpreta- 
tion which  has  enabled  him  to  reduce  the  exuberance  of  all  the 
former  translators ! 

Juvenal  observes  that  the  son,  trained  to  the  love  of  gain  by  an 
avaricious  father,  will  be  impatient  for  his  death.  Even  now,  says 
the  translator  of  whom  Dr.  Badham  knows  nothing, 

*  Your  stag-like  age  procrastinates  his  joy/ 
This,  the  Doctor  turns,  as  usual, 

*  Thy  stag-like  age  alone  obstructs  his  joy ;' 

and  he  adds  this  pertinent  note  out  of  his  own  stock.  '  As  to  the 
cervina  senectusy  the  longevity  of  the  animal  there  alluded  to  u 
well  known,  it  is  said  to  live  forty  years,  and  its  age  is  therefore 
mentioned  relatively.' — p.  377.  Relatively,  to  what  ?  A  father  of 
forty  years  old  does  not  seem  so  very  severe  a  tax  upon  the  patience 
of  a  son — but  the  truth  is,  that  the  stag  was  said  to  live  many  hun- 
dred years ;  and  it  is  to  this  that  the  text  alludes,  as  any  one  but 
the  translator  must  have  discovered. 

*  Calpe  despis'dt  they'll  hear  the  sun-beams  cool, 
And  hiss  extinguish'd  in  th'  Herculean  pool.' — p.  380. 

Dr.  Badham  seems  to  take  a  pleasure  in  nonsense,  for  he  goes 
out  of  his  way  to  pick  it  up.  The  sim-beamSy  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
might  be  '  heard  to  cool'  in  one  place  as  well  as  another;  but  the 
car  of  day  could  only  be  heard  in  the  western  ocean,  where  its 
burning  axle  plunged  in  the  waves. 

But  we  need  not  proceed. — Enough,  perhaps,  has  been  pro- 
duced to  convince  the  translator  that  if,  as  he  says,  he  was  urged  to 
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this  undertaking  by  the  faults  of  his  predecessors^  he  has  not  quite 
obviated  their  lamented  deficiencies ;  and  that  another  version^  in 
aid  of  bis  own,  though  a  burthensome,  will  not  be  altogether  a 
Superfluous  offering  to  the  public. 

Yet  is  not  Dr.  Badham's  work  without  merit.  Though  we 
miss  the  declamatory  grandeur,  the  powerful  invective,  the  caustic 
wit  of  the  original,  yet  we  sometimes  find  a  pleasing  flow  of  what 
is  called  the  middle  style.  The  conclusion  of  the  third  satire  is 
well  done. 

*  Hark  bow  each  anvil  rings,  each  furnace  glows, 
With  forging  chains;  almost  we  might  suppose 
That  iron  would  be  wanting  for  the  share. 

And  hooks  become,  and  spades,  and  mattocks  rarti 
Hail,  golden  times  of  kings  and  tribunes,  hail ! 
When  Rome  possess'd  a  solitary  jail. 
To  these,  my  friend,  more  reasons  could  I  join — 
•     But,  hold!  I  mark  long  since  the  sun's  decline — 
The  cattle  wait — th'  impatient  driver,  see ! 
Points  to  the  road,  and  only  stays  for  me : 
Farewell!  forget  me  not;  when  sore  opprest, 
Aquinum  soothes  once  more  thy  anxious  breast; 
The  much-lov*d  shores  of  Cuma  Til  resign, 
At  his  own  Ceres  and  Diana's  shrine, 
To  greet  my  friend,  and  in  his  Satires  there 
(If  they  disdain  not,)  I  will  gladly  bear 
What  part  I  may, — in  country  shoes  111  come, 
Tread  your  bleak  lands,  and  share  your  friendly  home.' — p.79» 

That  of  the  fourth  is  still  better. 

*  O  that  such  trifles,  frivolous  and  vain. 
Had  fiird  each  hour  of  that  detested  reign ! 
When,  of  her  noblest  citizens  depriv'd, 

Rome  daily  mourn'd — and  yet  the  wretch  surviv'd. 

And  no  avenger  rose ;  but  when  the  low 

And  base-born  rabble  came  to  fear  the  blow, 

And  COBBLERS  TREMBLED — then,  to  rise  no  more. 

He  fell  still  reeking  with  the  Lamian  gore.' — pp.  100,  101. 

The  spirited  and  generous  counsel  vhich  Juvenal  giv^s  to  the 
young  nobleman  about  to  assume  the  government  of  a  province, 
loses  little  in  the  translator's  hands;"  with  the  exception  of  what 
appears  to  us  a  strange  misapprehension  in  the  last  couplet. 

*  If  of  companions  pure  a  chosen  band, 
Assembled  in  thy  halls  around  thee  stand. 
If  thy  tribunal's  favours  ne'er  were  sold 

By  slaves  and  catamites  for  damning  gold — 
If  thy  chaste  spouse,  from  stain  of  avarice  free, 
Mark  not  her  progress  by  rapacity; 

Nor 
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Nor  meditate  witk  harpy  claws  to  spring 

On  all  the  bribes  which  towns  and  cities  bring; 

Then,  thy  descent  from  Picus  proudly  trace,  | 

Take  for  tjiy  ancestors  the  Titan  race,  > 

And  at  the  head  of  all,  Prometheus  place ;    j 

And  be  it  still  thy  privilege  to  claim 

From  any  book  thou  would'st,  whatever  Name : 

But,  if  Corruption  ^rsLg  thee  in  her  train^ 

If  blood  of  Rome's  illies  for  ever'Stain 

Thy  lictor's  broken  scourge,  or  if  the  sight 

Of  the  dull  axe,  and  wearied  arm  delight. 

Then  shall  each  Sire's  refulgent  honours  shed 

A  torch-like  splendor  round  thy  guilty  head. 

For  no(  a  vice  but  takes  a  darker  hue, 

Whene'er  high  station  holds  it  up  to  view/— p.  229. 

In  the  passage  which  followa,  the  trandator  had  to  contend  witk 
Dryden^  and  he  has  well  sustained  the  contest. 

*  What  then,  does  life  supply  no  object,  none; 
Is  there  no  good  to  ask,  no  ill  to  shun  ? 
Nay,  but  do  thou  permit  the  Gods  to  choose, 
What  it  is  meet  to  grant^  and  what  refuse, 
Giving  whate'er  is  good,  they  oft  deny 
What  only  seems  so,  to  our  erring  eye; 
Dear  to  himself  is  man,  but  far  more  deaf^ 
To  them  who  mark  how  passion  wins  his  ear, 
A  wife,  an  ho^ie,  and  sweet  domestic  peace  ; 
These  boons  he  seeks  with  pra/rs  that  never  cease; 
They^  to  whose  altars  and  whose  shrines  he  runs. 
Discern  the  future  wife,  the  future  sonsf 
Yet,  that  thou  may'st  not  want  a  ready  prayer,^ 
When  the  slain  victim  tells  thy  pious  care. 
Ask,  that  to  health  of  body  may  be  join'd. 
That  equal  blessing,  sanity  of  mind: 
'Gainst  which  life's  various  cares  in  vain  conspire, 
And  strange  alike  to  anger  and  desire; 
Which  views  the  close  of  life,  from  terrors  free. 
As  a  kind  boon.  Nature !  bestow'd  by  thee : 
Which  would  the  soft  Assyrian's  down  resign, 
All  his  voluptuous  nights,  and  all  his  wine. 
For  brave  and  noble  daringis!  Mortal,  learn, 
The  boon  of  bliss  thyself  alone  canst  earn ; 
To  tranqtiil  life  one  only  path  invites. 
Where  Virtue  leads  her  pilgrim  ^d  requites ; 
No  more  a  Goddess,  were  thy  votaries  wise. 
Whose  fond  delusion  lifts  thee  to  the  skies. 
Thy  place  in  Heaven,  O  Fortune !  we  bes^pw, 
Divine  we  call  thee;  and  we  make  thee  sol* — p.  293, 
The  following  lines  from  the  thirteenth  satire,  though  occasion^ 
ally  somewhat  abrupt  and  involved,  have  much  merit. 

'  «  Shall 
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*  "  Shall  fraud  then  florieb,  from  all  terrors  free, 
No  rods  for  him,  and  no  rediessfor  me  ?" 
Suppose  him  therefore  dragg'd  in  ponderous  chain. 
Or,  (what  would  vengeance  more  ?)  suppose  htm  slain — 
Yet  shall  not  the  rev^pge  for  which  you  long, 
Refund  the  loss  or  recompense  the  wrong. 
"  O,  but  revenge,  than  life  I  value  more  1** — 
Of  minds  untaught  the  most  pernicious  lore  ! 
Of  bosoms  where  occasions  none  or  slight 
The  fiercest  flames  of  causfsless  anger  light- 
Not  thus  Chrysippus— nor  the  spirit  mild 
OfThales — gentle  Nature^j  meeJcest  child  ! 
Not  thus  the  sage  who  near  Hymettus  dwelt ; 
Rever'd  old  man  !  not  such  the  joys  he  felt ! 
Thro'  his  own  veins  the  draught  so  soon  to  flow, 
He  would  not  have  divided  with  his  foe 
'Midst  those  injurious  bonds ! — our  passions  all 
Before  the  genuine  voice  of  wisdom  fall, 
And  minds  of  mean  and  narrow  scope  alone 
To  vengeance  and  its  paltry  joys  are  prone. 
For  who  like  women,  wrong  with  wrong  requite, 
Or  who  in  base  revenge  so  much  delight  ?* — pp.  349,  350. 
The  restless  anxiety  and  torment  of  a  guilty  conscience  have 
never  been  described  with  more  alarming  effect  than  by  Juvenal; 
^et  even  here  the  translator,  notwithstanding  the  unpromising  com- 
mencement of  the  quotation,  proves  himself  not  unworthy  of  his 
author.    And  we  cheerfully  leave  him  in  our  readers'  ha^  with 
^he  favourable  impression. 

*  For  he  the  Sin  that  meditates  alone. 
Its  guilt  incurs — ah  what  if  it  be  done  ! 
Farewell,  a  long  farewell  he  bids  to  peace, 
His  soul's  alarms  shall  never,  nevl^r  cease  : 
With  feverish  mouth,  with  tongue  for  ever  dry. 
To  gulp  the  joyless,  tasteless  meat  he'll  try ; 
Large  and  more  large  it  swells,  and  now  he  sips, 
Then  casts  the  wine  untasted  from  his  lips  : 
The  precious  age  of  Alba's  richest  store 
Seems  void  of  flavor  and  can  please  no  more. 
His  brow  to  wrinkles  drawn,  which  scarce  the  juice 
Of  harsh  Falernum's  vintage  might  produce. 
At  night,  if  care  permit  a  brief  repose, 
Nor  longer  o'er  the  couch  his  limbs  he  throws, 
ForthwiUi  the  altar  and  th'  insulted  fane. 
And  (what  inflicts  more  aggravated  pain)  * 

While  copious  sweats  betray  the  secret  storm. 
Before  his  eye  still  flits  thy  angry  form ! 
Greater  than  human,  stalks  his  bed  around, 
And  rends  anew  the  never  closing-wound. 

These, 
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These,  these  be  tbcy  whom  coward  terrors  try. 

With  every  cloud  that  growls  along  the  sky. 

Pale  at  each  flash,  and  half  extinct  with  dread. 

When  the  dark  volume  bellows  o'er  their  head  ; 

No  storm  as  Nature's  casualty  they  hold, 

They  deem  without  an  aim  no  thunders  roU'd. 

Where'er  the  lightning  strikes,  the  flash  is  thought 

Full  charg'd  with  wrath,  with  Heaven's  high  vengeance  fraught. 

Passes  this  by,  with  yet  more  anxious  ear 

And  greater  dread  the  future  storm  they  fear. 

Its  burning  vigil,  deadliest  foe  to  sleep. 

In  their  distemper'd  frame  if  fever  keep. 

Or  sharp  pleuritic  pains  their  rest  prevent. 

They  deem  that  every  god  his  bow  has  bent! 

That  pains  and  aches  are  stones  and  arrows  hurl'd 

At  bold  oflenders  in  this  nether  world ! 

Or  crested  cock,  when  languid  on  the  bed 

They  dare  not  vow,  nor  bleating  quadruped. 

For  what  can  sickness  hope,  with  sin  conjoin'd. 

Or  than  itself  what  viler  victim  find  V — pp.  352 — 354. 

Of  the  notes^  which,  though  voluminous,  are  confessedly  a 
liasty  compilation,  formed  since  the  appearance  of  the  ^  Specimen/ 
we  have  only  to  say,  that  we  could  wish  to  have  found  m  them 
less  flippancy  and  more  instruction :  they  are  not  often  tediout 
however,  and,  where  they  treat  of  physic  and  physicians,  (topicf 
congenial  with  the  author^s  pursuits,)  are  sometimes  amusing. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  offer  Dr.  Badbam  a  word  of  advice. 
He  will  always  find  us  determined  to  bear  up  against  bad  faith, 
though  we  may  submit  to  rudeness  and  calumny.  When  next 
therefore  he  profits  by  our  strictures,  let  him — not  confess  the 
obligation,  for  this  is  not  the  fashion,  but — forbear  to  rail  at  us  for 
giving  it,  in  the  hopeless  attempt  to  irritate  the  public  against  ua 
for  a  judgment  which  we  never  passed,  upon  a  work  which  we 
never  saw !  Had  the  translator  accounted  in  a  few  words  for  hi« 
surprising  change  of  opinion,  had  he  even  briefly  hinted  that  the 
Translation  differed  from  the  *  Specimen,'  we  should  have  been 
among  the  foremost  to  welcome  his  candour,  and  applaud  bis  in- 
tegrity. Had  he  gone  a  step  further,  and  fairly  criticised  his  pre* 
decessors  by  name,  instead  of  scornfully  confounding  them  in  an 
obscure  but  general  censure,  though  we  certainly  should  still  have 
pointed  out  his  mistakes,  we  m^ht  have  done  it  with  increased 
reluctance,  while  his  merits  would  have  been  contemplated  by  us 
with  added  pleasure. 
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Art.  IX.  Correspondanee  Litter  aire  ^  t^c.  depuis  1755  Jusqu'm, 
1769.  Par  le  Baron  de  Grimm  et  Diderot.  Premihre  Fariitk 
6  tomes. 

"17^  E  have  at  length  to  notice  the  completion  of  this  voluminous' 
^  ^  publication.  Much  has  already  been  said  as  to  its  principal 
#bjects  and  merit,  and  the  only  information  respecthig  it,  which 
the  preface  to  the  present  series  enables  us  to  add  is,  that  it  was  th# 
Abb6  Rayual  who  first  undertook  the  office  of  transmitting  to  cer- 
tain foreign  princes  the  literary  memoirs  of  the  passing  day ;  that  h# 
continued  in  the  exercise  of  this  agreeable  function  from  the  year 
n5S  to  \lo5(y  and  that,  upon  his  resignation,  the  task  devolved 
vpon  hb  friend  the  Baron  de  Grimm,  who,  (as  we  have  seen,)  with 
more  or  less  assistance  from  Diderot  and  other  inferior  coadjutors, 
remained  faithful  to  his  charge  during  the  long  period  of  thirty-seven 
years,  till  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Revolution  rendered  Paris  no 
longer  the  seat  either  of  the  muses  or  of  the  graces,  and  put  an  end 
to  his  labours  by  banishing  all  the  objects  which  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  employ  them.  The  first  volume,  then^  of  those  now  be- 
fore us  belongs  of  right,  not  to  the  Baron^  but  to  the  historian  of 
the  Indies. 

In  comparing  the  present  portion  of  tliis  amusing  correspond- 
ence, with  those  which  in  order  of  publication  preceded  it,  we 
discover  some  peculiarities  which  are,  perhaps,  not  difficult  to  be 
accounted  for.  There  is  less  of  the  characteristic  anecdote,  agrees 
able  sallies,  and  mere  literary  gossip,  which  rendered  the  former 
divisions,  particularly  the  first  of  them,  so  captivating  ;  but  there 
is  a  much  larger  proportion"  of  good  criticism  and  philosophical 
disquisition,  much  more  that  tends  to  display  to  us  die  mind  aud 
abilities  of  the  w  riter,  and  to  bring  in  review  many  of  the  literarj 
productions  which  were  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, together  with  the  nature  of  the  impressions  which  their  first 
appearance  made  upon  the  more  enlightened  and  reflecting  part  of 
the  public. 

Our  first  object,  in  the  ensuing  pages,  will  therefore  be  to  make 
•ur_ readers  better  acquainted  with  the  principal  author  of  this  Cor- 
respondence through  the  medium  of  his  own  writings.  M.  de 
Grimm  had  hitherto  been  known  by  name  only,  as  the  chosen  com- 
panion of  some  of  the  first  geniuses  of  his  time.  His  title  to  such 
a  distinction  was  barely  guessed  at  from  feeble  and  uncertain  re- 
ports. We  are  now  enabled  to  ascertain,  at  least  to  a  great  degree, 
the  actual  amount  of  his  qualification.  His  correspondence 
formed,  in  fact,  the  chief  occupation  of  his  existence  as  a  ipan  of 
4#tt«r8.    It  may  otherwise  h%  entitled,  '  The  Philosophical  and 
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Critical  Works  of  the  Baron  de  Grimm ;'  with  thi$  signal  advan- 
tegeover  the  philosophical  and  critical  works  of  most  other  barons^ 
that  tbey  were  composed  without  any  view  to  public  inspection. 

The  ^  quicquid  agunt  homines'  was  never  applied  widi  more 
justice  to  any  literary  production  than  to  the  present.  Natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  religion  and  politics,  are  all  discussed  with  a 
freedom  of  opinion  and  a  general  soundness  of  judgment  which 
cannot  but  be  admired,  though  the  conclusions  to  which  they  con^ 
duct  may  not  always  be  admitted  :  but  the  least  of  ihene  important 
subjects  would  involve  us  in  a  disquisition  that  might  swallow  up 
all  the  space  that  we  can  allot  to  the  entire  work.  We  therefore 
prefer  following  the  bent  which  the  perusal  of  so  miscellaneous  a 
collection  necessarily  gives  to  the  mind,  and  shall  devote  the  en- 
suing pages  principally  to  the  display  of  our  author's  opinions  on 
the  more  amusing,  but  not  frivolous,  topics  of  literature,  the  belles 
lettres,  and  the  character  and  manners  of  society. 

We  commence  our  extracts  with  some  proofs  of  his  judgment  on 
that  most  interesting  of  all  topics  to  a  Parisian  critic,  the  theatre ; 
and  this  die  more  willingly,  because,  as  it  has  been  observed  on  a 
former  occasion,  the  Baron  is,  for  a  foreigner,  remarkably  com- 
plaisant to  our  English  stage.  Towards  the  close  of  a^omewhat 
diffuse  article  on  the  Italian  opera,  he  pays  us  the  compliment  of 
saying  that,  if  to  resemble  nature  is  to  please,  the  English  theatre 
must  be  allowed  to  have  a  great  superiority  over  that  of  France; 
that  ^  il  y  r^gne  un  certain  naturel  inestimable,  que  la  d^cence  et  la 
timidit6  de  notre  goiit  ont  banni  de  nos  pieces.'  He  then  adverts 
to  the  '  Beggar's  Opera,'  <as  having  had  a  prodigious  run  upon  our 
stage,  and  proceeds  to  characterize  it  in  the  following  terms. 

'  Vous  vous  y  trouvez  dans  la  plus  mauvaise  compagnje  du  monde ; 
les  acteui^  sent  des  voleurs,des  fripons,  des  geoliers,  des  fiilespubliques, 
&c.;  malgr^  tout  cela  on  s'y  plait,  et  Ton  a  de  la  peine  k  les  quitter: 
c^est  qu'il  n'y  a  rien  de  plus  original  et  de  plus  vrai  dans  le  monde.  Oa 
n'a  pas  besoin  de  comparer  nos  op6ra  comiques  les  plus  vant^s  k  ces 
pieces  anglaises,  pour  sentir  combien  nous  sommes  eloign^  du  naturel 
et  duvrai;  et  voilk  pourquoi,  avec.tout  notre  esprit,  nous  sommes 

presque  toujours  insipides  et  plats Ce  soni  les  momens  de  carac- 

t^re  et  de  passion  qu'il  faut  avoir  le  talent  de  choisir,  quelque  classe 
d'hommes  qu'on  veuille  faire  parler;  ces  momens  les  rendent  toujours 
interes^ans,  Faute  de  ce  choix,  on  tombe  necessairement  dans  rinsi- 
pidit6  et  dans  la  monotonie.  Voilk  pourquoi  les  Harang^res  de  M.  Vad6 
vous  fatiguent  et  vous  ennuient  h  la  mort;  elles  parlent  toutes  le  ni^me 
langage,  elles  se  ressemblent  toutes ;  au  lieu  que  de  huit  ou  dix  dlles 
publiques  qu'il  y  a  dans  I'op^ra  des  Gueux,  il  n'y  en  a  pas  une  qui  n'att 
son  caractere,  ses  traits,  ses  int^r^ts  qui  lui  6tent  toute  ressemblancc 
avec  ses  camarades.' 

What,  our  author  has  elsewhere  advanced  on  the  subject  of  Ae 
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distlnctioti  which  exists  between  false  and  vulgar  ttate  (h  gotk 
grassier  and  le  mauvais  goAt)  is  not  less  flattering  to  our  national 
feelings.  The  question  arises  on  a  comparison  between  the  So^ 
xrate  of  Voltaire,  and  the  sketch  of  a  tragedy  on  the  same  stibject 
by  Diderot.  The  nature  of  the  fault  which  is  principally  objected 
to  the  former  may  be  easily  collected  from  the  tenor  of  the  obser- 
vations to  which  it  gives  birth. 

*  M.  de  Voltaire  pretend  que  ce  melange  du  pathetique  et  du  familier 
a  son  merite;  pour  moi,  je  le  tiens  pour  barbare,  et  d'un  goiit  absolu- 
ment  faux  et  gothique.  Proposez  h,  un  peintre  qui  aurait  ^  traiter  le 
Sacrifice  cCIphiginie,  de  placer  parmi  les  t^moins  de  ce  spectacle,  des 
;ens  d'une  condition  commune  qui  expriment  d'une  mani^re  famiii^ra 
'interfit  qu'ils  y  prennent:  il  n*y  a  1^  rien  de  contraire  k  la  v^rit^ ;  car, 
dans  la  foule  qui  assistait  au  sacrifice  de  la  fille  d'Agamemnon,  ii  y 
avait  certainement  beaucoup  de  figures  grotesaues  tr^  propres  h.  pro* 
duire  ce  melange  de  pathetique  et  de  familier  que  M.  de  Voltaire 
desire.  Si  le  peintre  ose  en  placer  une  seule  parmi  ses  personnages, 
son  tableau  sera  perdu,  et  son  goiit  sera  juge  detestable.  Ce  n'est  pas 
qu'il  faille  de  tous'ces  personnages  faire  des  roisou  des  chefs  des  Grets; 
mais  le  simple  soldat  m^me  ne  manquera  point  de  noblesse  dans  son 
tableau ;  il  exprimera  ce  qu'il  sent  d'une  mani^re  noble  et  touchant : 
▼oii^  ce  qu'exige  la  loi  de  Funit6;  elle  s'etend  sur  le  sujet  comme  sur 
Taction,  le  temps,  et  le  lieu,  et  cette  loi  ne  doit  jamais  Stre  violee  par 
rhomme  de  genie.  Le  familier  tue  le  pathetique,  il  lui  6te  sa  noblesse, 
et  son  efFet.  En  vain  M.  de  Voltaire  cite-t-il  VOd^ssee  d'Hom^re;  il 
confond  le  goAt  grossier  avec  le  mauvais  goiit  et  le  goAt  faux.  JLc 
goAt  grossier  ne  d^plait  point ;  il  rappelle  une  certaine  simplicity  de 
moeurs  et  d'esprit,  dont  le  souvenir  nous  charme ;  mais  le  mauvais  goiit 
est  insupportable.  Le^  hommes  de  g^nie  peuvent  avoir  le  goiii  grossier, 
mail  lis  ne  Tout  jamais  mauvais  ni  faux.  On  peut  juger  Homhe  et 
Shakespear  d'apr^s  cette  remarque,  et  condamner  le  oocrate  franpais 
9ans  hesiter/ 

We  were  extremely  pleased  with  tfie  acuteness  and  nicety  of 
taste  displayed  in  our  author's  remarks  on  another  of  Voltaire's 
dramatic  pieces,  his  pomedy  of  L'Ecossaise,  particularly  on  that 
icene  in  which  Frelon  (the  well-known  type  of  Fr^ron  the  journa* 
list)  is  introduced,  reading  a  newspaper.  He  begins  by  observing 
that  in  this  scene,  as  in  most  of  Voltaire's  works  of  pleasantry,  the, 
g^at  artist  appears  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  distinction  between 
a  man's  turning  himself  into  ridicule  and  his  being  exposed  to  ridi* 
«ule  by  others.  Then  follows  the  soliloquy,  as  it  stands  in  Vol- 
taire's comedy. 

^  Que  de  nouvdles  affligeantes ! . .  .Des  gr&ces  r^pandues  sur  plus  de 
vingt  personnes ! . . .  aucune  sur  moi !  Cent  guin^es  de  gratification  k 
tm  bias  officier,  parcequ'il  a  fait  son  devoir !  Le  beau  merite ! . .  •  Un6 
pension  k  Tinventeur  d'une  oiachine:  qiji  ne  sert  qu'k  soulager  des 
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Oumriers ! ! . . .  \me  k  un  pilote  * .  •  (fes  places-  ^  des  gens  de  lettres  I .  •  •  et  ^ 
ftioi,  lien ?  a ♦ .  Encore  ? . . .  encore? . . .  et  h  moi  rien !  Cependant,  je 
rendaseryice  k  Tetat,  j  ecris  plus  de  feuilles  que  personne;  je  fais  encherir 
le  papier .  •  .et  ^  moi,  rien !  Je  voudrais  me  venger  de  tous  ceux  k  qui 
I'on  croit  du  merite.  Je  gagne  ,d^jk  quelque  chose  k  dire  du  mal ;  si  je 
peux  parvenir  k  en  faire,  ma  fortune  est  faite.  J'ai  loue  des  sots,  j'ai 
denigr6  les  talens,  k  peine  y  a-t-il  1^  de  quoi  vivre ;  ce  n'est  pas  k 
m^dircy  c'est  ^  nuire  qu'on  fait  fortune/ 

Now,  in  good  truth,  observes  our  critic,  was  any  body  ever  over- 
lieard  talkuig  to  himself  so  like  an  egregious  blockhead  ?  Where 
19  that  cunning  self-deception  with  which  eVery  knave  disguises  or 
.palliates  his  deformities  to  himself?  Nothing,  he  adds,  can  so 
completely  prove  the  falsity  of  this  mental  discourse  as  to  'con- 
vert It  from  a  soliloquy  to  a  dialogue.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
Fabrice,  the  servant  of  Fr^lon,  to  utter  every  alternate  sentence  of 
the  speech  now  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  master ;  and  we  shall  see 
in  a  moment  the  utter  impossibility  of  any  man  being  so  bitterlj 
sarcastic  upon  himself. 

'  Frilon.  Que  de  nouvelles  affligeantes! . . .  Des  graces  repandues  sor 
plus  de  vingt  personnes! . . .  aucune  sur  moi ! . .  .Cent  guinees  de  gratifi- 
•ati^n  k  un  bas-officier !  ' 

*  Fabrice,  Parce  qu'il  a  fait  son  devoir:  le  beau  merite  I 

*  Frelon.  Une  pension  k  Finventeur  d'une  machine ! 

*  Fabrice,  Qui  ne  sert  qu'k  soulager  des  ouvriers. 

*  Frelon.  Une  k  un  pilote !    Des  places  k  des  gens  de  lettrcs ! 

*  Fabrice,  Voilk,  en  efFet,  des  hommes  bien  utiles  ! 

*  Frilon,  Et  k  moi,  rien ! 

.    *  Fabrice,  Cependant,  vous  servez  r6tat ;  vous  6crivez  plus  de  feuillea 
que  personne  ;  vous  faites  ench6rir  le  papier. . . , 
,  *  Frelon,  Et  k  moi  rien !  Encore, . . .  encore  ? . . .  et  k  moi,  rien  !   Oh  ! 
Je  me  vengerai/ 

Observe,  he  says,  how  caustic  and  bitter  is  this  raillery,  even  m 
the  mouth  of  another.  How  can  a  man  be  for  an  instance  s^ap* 
posed  to  employ  it  unconsciously  against  himself?  It  is  only  ap* 
missible  in  light  fugitive  pieces, '  dont  tout  le  merite  conais^i^  dans 
la  gatt6  et  dans  la  saillie;'  for  instance  (referring  to  some  ,qi^  our 
liveliest  specimens  of  national  humour)  in  the  madness  of  Dennia 
or  the  last  agonies  of  Curll.  *  But  comedy  exacts  very  different 
requisites,  and,  above  all,  a  reality,  (une  verite,)  which  is  indispen- 
sable to  true  taste.' 

We  should  not  have  dwelt  on  this  criticism,  were  its  applkatioo 
less  universal  than  it  is ;  but  it  comprizes,  in  fact,  a  very  important 
lesson  to  dramatic  writers,  in  which  those  of  our  own  times,  ia 
particular,  often  appear  to  be  sadly  uninstructed. 

M.  de  Grimm  does  not  Appear  to  have  been  at  all  calculated 
to  suit  the  cold-blooded  philosophers  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
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He  contends  that  human  nature,  not  an  abstract  didactic  moraKtj^ 
h  the  genuhie  object  of  poetry ;  and  holds  that  Hume  reasoni 
neither  like  a  man  of  taste,  nor  like  a  true  philosopher,  when  he 
attacks  the  tragedies  of  Polyeucte  and  Athalie,  asserting  that  ti^ 
bigotry  of  the  religious  sentiments  they  contain  has  disfigured  therti 
Tolerance,  he  adds,  is  no  doubt  the  first  of  human  virtues;  but  if 
the  high  priest  were  not  intolerant  in  Athalie^  and  if  Polyeucte 
himself  were  not  a  fanatic,  those  tragedies  would  never  have  at- 
tained the  rank  of  chefs-d'ccuvre. 

His  judgments  on  the  most  celebrated  performers  of  the  Frenck 
stage  are  altogether  in  unison  with  those  on  the  authors.  Of 
Mademoiselle  Clairon^  then  in  the  zenith  of  her  reputation^  he 
says — 

*  Cette  actrice  tant  van  tee,  tant  c^lebree,  tant  f6tee,  si  fameuse. 

dans  toute  TEurope,  perdra  infailliblement  le  thedtre  fran^ais.  Je  ne 
Tai  jamais  vue  bien  que  dans  les  r61es  froids  et  romanesques  de  Corneille, 
lorsqu'il  s'agit  de  parler  avec  dignite  et  avec  fiert6 ;  alors  son  bel  organe 
cnchante. — Belle  Clairon,  vous  avez  beaucoup  d'esprit ;  voire  jeu  est 
profondement  raisonn6;  mais  la  passion  a-t-elle  le  tems  de  raisonner? 
Vous  n'avez  ni  naturel  ni  entrailles;  vous  ne  dechirez  jamais  les  mien- 
nes;  vous  ne  faites  jamais  couler  mes  pleurs;  vous  mettez  des  silences 
k  tout;  vous  voulez  faire  sentir  chaque  hemistiche;  etlorsque  tout  fait 
effet  dans  votre  jeu,  je  vois  que  la  to  tali  te  de  la  sc^ne  n*en  fait  plus 
aucun.    Vous  me  rappelez  sans  cesse  les  vers  d'Horace : 

iEmilium  circa  ludum  faber  imus  et  ungues 

Exprimet  et  molles  imitabitur  sere  capillos ; 

Infelix  operis  summd,  quia  ponere  totum 

Nesciet/ 

Of  Le  Kain's  Guiscard  (the  Tancred  of  Thomson)  he  speaks 
with  the  highest  praise ;  but  adds  the  following  remarkable  descrip* 
tion  of  the  actor. — *  Cet  acteur  n'est  presque  jamais  faux,  maii 
tnatheureusement  il  a  voix,  figure,  tout  contre  lui,*  He  adds  that 
Garrick  was  present  at  the  first  representation  of  tlie  play,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  mentions  him  proves  sufficiently  tiie  high  rank 
'  assigned  him  in  his  critical  estimation. 

*  On  l*a  fait  parler  de  toutes  sortes  de  mani^res,  et  chacun  a  r6pet6 
ses  oracles  en  faveur  de  Tacteur  ou  de  Tactrice  qu'il  protege  et  qu  il 
affectionne:  tant  Tautorite  a  de  pouvoir  sur  Tesprit  des  enfans;  mais 
Garrick,  en  homme  d'esprit,  n'a  confie  ses  vrais  sentimens  qu'k  un  tr^s- 
petit  nombre  de  ses  amis  qu'il  a  retrouv6s  ici/ 

The  character  of  Corneille  will  serve  to  complete  our  estimate 
of  Grimm's  dramatic  judgment. 

'  Pierre  Corneille  avait  re9u  de  la  nature,  du  genie,  de  T^Ievation, 
une  t^te  grande  et  forte.  Si,  avec  toutes  ces  grandes  qualites,  il  se  fQt 
trouve  dou^  du  sentiment,  d'une  arae  tendre,  flexible,  et  mobile,  c'e^t 
Jt6  sans,  doute  le  poete  du  g6nie  le  plus  rare  qu'il  y  eAt  jamais  eu^    C'est 
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le  coexir  qui  rend  veritablernent^quBnty  oW  lui  qui. dans  ks  sikdet 
barb^resf  comme  dans  les  sidles  cuhivcs,  donne^ce  caniictere  tou^hant 
^ui  ren<l  les  poiites  imraortels.  Le  coeur  de  Corneilltj  fut  aride;  !(?# 
resstmrces  qu'il  n'y  trouvait  pa3,  il  fallait  It^s  chercher  dans.sa  t6te,  tt 
le  raiso  line  meat  prit  partout  la  place  du  sentiment.  Ne  h  Taurore  d'un 
beau  jour,  il  n  eut  pas  le  bonheur  de  connaitreles  veritables  sources 
du  goiit-j  Hijn  esprit  ne  refill  point  la  culture  de  nos  maitres,  les  Grecs 
et  les  Romains,  et  son  g6nie  ne  devint  pas  un  beau  genie.  Le  go(it  de 
la  littcmture  espagnole,  qui  avait  infecte  une  grande  partie  de  I'Europd, 
acbeva  de  corrompre  celui  de  Corneille,  Ce  pocte,  plein  de  chaleur  et 
de  forct:,  ctablit  sur  la  sc^ne  fi-an^aise  Tinfluence  espagnole,  la  decla- 
Aiation  et  la  faussc  emphase  k  c6te  de  relevation  et  de  la  grandeur,  in 
Corneille,  a vec  ses  grands  talens,  avec  cet  art  de  raisonner  qu'il  poss^daU 
f^i  eminemment^  se  fut  tourne  du  ,c6tc  du  barreau,  c  eiit  et^,  sans  doute, 
le  plus  grand  avocat  quon  eiit  jamais  eu ;  mais  la  poesie  dramatique, 
qui  i:tait  abis  k  creer  en  France,  exigeait  autre  chose.  Ses  situations 
sont  bnlinaireracnt sublimes;  la  premiere  conception  de  sesidees,  grande 
t?t  mervdlleuse;  mais  j'oserais  dire  que  leur  execution  satisfait  rarement 
un  esprit  cultive,  un  homme^  de  go{it.  Ses  personnages  manquent 
presque  toujours  du  naturel ;  dans  les  momens  les  plus  beaux  c*est 
presfjue  totijoun  le  poete  qui  est  grand,  et  qui  nous  distrait  de  ses 
acteurs.  t<e  gurie  de  ses  hommes  d'etat  consiste  k  d6bit6r  des  maximes 
^e  politique  dont  nos  livres  dogmatiques  sont  pleins ;  mais  avec  les- 
quelles  on  n^a  jamais  traits  aucune  afikire.  Ses  tyrans  et  ses  mechans 
©nt  aussi  leurs  sentences,  et  debitent  naivement  des  principes  qui  ont 
^te  souvent  dans  leur  coeur,  mais  que,  bien  loin  d'avoir  dans  la  bouche, 
ils  ne  se  sont  jamais  bien  avoues  k  eux-m^mes ;  ses  caract^res,  sensibles 
et  tendres,  mettent  le  raisonnemenl,  souvent  fort  alambiqu6,  toujour* 
froid,  k  la  place  du  sentiment  qui  entraine ;  la  passion,  et  particuli^re- 
ment  Tamour,  au  lieu  d'etre  une  suite  de  developpemens  des  mouve- 
ihens  les  plus  secrets  de  notre  dme,  sont  devenus  dans  ses  pieces  un 
resultat  de  raisonnemens  et  de  lieux  communs. 

*  On  est  6tonn6  d'entendre  M.  de  Voltaire  s'ecrier  k  certains  beaax 
cndroits  de  Corneille,  "  Voilk  qui  est  sup^rieur  k  toutce  que  les  autres 
nations  ont  de  beau;  les  auciens  n'ont  fait  que  des  declamations  ea 
comparaison  V  Le  choix  de  ce  terme  n'est  pas  heureux.  Ce  que  les 
tragiques  d*Ath^nes  connaissaient  le  moins,  cetait  la  declamation. 
Leurs  discours  peuvent  ^tre  Strangers  k  nos  petites  moeurs,  mais  iU 
sont  toujours  vrais,  et  voilk  ce  qui  assure  Timmortalite  k  leurs  ouvrages; 
au  lieu  qu'il  pent  venir  un  tems  et  un  peuple  auxquels  le  grand  Cor- 
neille ne  paraitra  propre  qu'k  en  imposer  k  des  enfans.  Mais  en  at^ 
tendant,  chut!' 

This,  we  imagine,  will  suffice  to  prove  that  if  M,  de  Grimm  had 
written  for  the  public,  he  must  have  deservedly  acquired  a  reputa- 
tion for  critical  judgment  and  acumen  superior  to  tliat  enjoyed  bj 
Voltaire  himself,  whom  if  he  does  not  equal  in  that  grace  and  bril* 
liancy  of  expression  which  distinguishes  him  from  every  other 
writer,  he  nevertheless  so  nearly  resembles  in  lively  facility  of  x^ 

jmark. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814.      Baron  de  Grinun^s  Correspondance  LUiemir^         4M 

mark)  as  to  make  us  sometimes  imaginei  while  reading  him>  thai 
we  are  attending  to  a  composition  from  the  manufactory  of  Femey^ 
Tliat  this  corespondence  should,  for  so  long  a  period,  have  bew 
withheld  from  the  world,  appears  more  and  more  surprising,  wbile^ 
without  attending  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  it,  w6  be- 
come more  and  more  familiar  widi  ihe  genius  and  powers  of  th6 
Writer;  but  one  thing  is,  at  least,  made  very  evident  by  it,— ^that  the 
period  at  which  it*  commences,  i.  e.  when  the  genius  of  VoUaire? 
was  at  its  zenith,  is  that  in  which  the  literature  of  France  had 
attained  its  highest  perfection,  and  from  which  it  has  never  ceased 
to  degenerate.  The  causes  of  its  progressive  decay,  almost  even 
to  its  total  extinction,  during  the  dark  age  of  the  Revolution,  may  hd 
detailed  elsewhere  :  but  the  deterioration  of  style,  the  substitution, 
of  false  and  affected  oratory  to  the  language  of  true  and  natural 
taste,  may  be  distinctly  traced,  from  the  period  of  which  we  are  now 
speaking,  even  to  the  present.  The  seductiveness  of  habit  and 
example  in  respect  of  style  is  quite  overpowering,  and  a  writer  re-^ 
quires  to  be  incessantly  brought  back  to  pure  principle  and  th<f 
best  models  of  antiquity  in  order  to  avoid  the  contagion  of  a  pre- 
vailing fashion.  No  man,  gifted  with  the  smallest  portion  of  dis- 
tinctive judgment,  however  he  may  be  habituated,  for  example,  to 
the  writings  of  Gibbon,  can  turn  to  the  page  of  Addison  without 
being  immediately  recalled  to  a  sense  of  somethmg  like  that  original 
purity  from  which  he  has  been  so  long  estranged ;  but  the  diistance 
from  Addison  to  Gibbon,  however  great,  is  nothing  in  comparison 
to  that  between  the  schools  of  Voltaire  and  Grimm,  and  that  of 
modern  French  literature,  impregnated  as  it  is  with  all  the  cor^^ 
ruptions  of  the  philosophical  and  revolutionary  jargons.  We  may 
hope  then,  that  this  unexpected  production  of  the  better  days  of 
their  national  genius,  this  revival  of  impressions  long  since  faded 
and  enfeebled,  will  have  some  effect  in  checking  the  torrent  of  false 
Caste  and  declamatory  eloquence  which  has  so  long  inundated  our 
neighbours. 

Our  readers  will,  probably,  participate  in  our  own  curiosity  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  Baron's  sentiments  on  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  publications  of  the  day ;  and  it  will  contribute, 
in  no  small  degree,  to  the  high  estimate  which,  we  think,  ought 
to  be  formed  of  his  judgment,  to  find,  that  in  almost  every  instance 
it  is  confirmed  by  the  criticisms  of  after-times. 

It  is  thus  that  he  characterises  Voltaire  as  a  poet,  in  speaking  of 
one  of  his  most  original,  but  certainly  not  of  his  most  decent, 
poetical  compositions.  , 

*  M.  (le  Voltaire  ti'a  pas  assez  de  flegme  pofetique,  si  je  puis  m'expri- 
tner  ainsi,  pour  combiner  et  digerer  un  plan.  La  Pucetle  n'en  a  point 
in  tout.    La  machine  en  est  absolument  mauvaise;  elle  pouvait  cepen- , 
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dant  fttre  cbarraante.  M.  dc  Voltaire,  du  moins  dans  Ja  {>oesre  epiqae, 
manqae  totalemefit  de  la  partie  de  Fiiivention.  La  Henriadf^  ptH}me 
unique  et  national,  est,  en  ce  point,  une  iroitalion  servile  de  VEneide  et 
de»  autres  epopees.  Tout  ce  qui  est  poremetit  de  Tinvention  de  Tauteur 
dans  la  PiKeUe^  est  presque  toajours  sans  ^tiie  et  de  mauvais  guiit^ 
inalgf6  ces  d^fauts,  jc  crois  que  ce  pocme  restera  conime  les  autres  pro* 
duottons  de  M.  de  Voltaire ;  quil  sera  lu  altemathrement  airec  La  Fon- 
taine et  left  autres  ouvrages  gais  et  plai!»ans  que  nous  avons.'* 

Of  Voltaire,  historien,  he  says,  '  Je  suis  toujours  d'avis  que  M.  de 
Voltaire  n*a  point  de  vocation  pour  ecrire  I'histoire. . .  Celle  de  Pierre 
le  Grandy'hc  continues,  *  vient  de  me  confirmer  dans  cette  idee.  L'His- 
toire  de  Cbarles  XII.  a  !a  chaleur  et  les  grdccs  d'un  roman,  et  cela 
convient  asscz  aux  actions  brillantes  d'un  heros  qui  avail  beaucoup  de 
roraanesque  dans  le  caract^re ;  mais  ce  cas  est  unique,  et  M.  de  Vol- 
taire Ti'a  pas  fait  un  second  morceau  comme  celui  du  roi  de  Su^de. . . 

*  Si  cc  grand  homme  avait  de  v^ritables  taiens  pour  Thistoire,  nous 
I'aurions  vu  dans  son  Essai  sur  Vhistoirc  gene  rale.  Get  essai  est  un  ex- 
cellent livre  h  mettre  entre  les  mains  de  la  jeunesse,  pour  lui  apprendre 
k  aimer  la  justice,  Tbumanite  et  la  bienfaisance :  mais  on  ne  peut  pas 
dire  que  ce  soit  Touvrage  d'un  historien,'  &c.  &c. 

He  proceeds  to  sum  up  the  usual  chaises  agamst  this  writer  of 
lightness  and  rapidity  of  execution,  incQQsistent  with  the.gr^ve  hjis- 
torical  character;  but  against  the  History  of  Peter  in  particular,  he 
brings  a  more  serious  accusation, — that  of  frequent  and  wilful  per- 
Terston,  or  at  least  concealment,  of  facts.  '  The  same  crime  is 
elsewhere  objected  to  the  *  Histoire  de  Louis  XV,'  in  which  it  19 
aaid  that  he  purposely  injured  the  character  of  Marechal  Saxe,  by 
suppressing  the  beat  authenticated  and  most  unquestionable  proofa 
Qf  his  valour  and  conduct,  particularly  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy.. 

Voltaire's  Candide  is  characterised  as  tlie  ^aiu^est  of  all  his 
productions  in  the  department  of  romapee ;  and  a  future  critic  19 
supposed  in  reasonings  from  the  style  and  matter*  to  the  d^t€;,^of 
each  performance,  exactly  to  xeverae  the  order  of  cbrowlggy .    .,  1 

*  Vraisemblablement,  diraun  critique  judicieux,  dans  2000  atis  d*?^^ 
Tauteur  n'avait  que  vingt-cinq  ans  lorsqu'il  6crivit  Candide.  C'^^t 
son  coup  d'essai  €ans  ce  genre.  -Son  goftt  etait  jeune  encore;  laussi 
^lanque-t-il  souvem  aux  bienseances,  et  sa  gaiete  degfen^re  ,spuve^  ^ 
folie.  Voyez,  continuera-t-il,  comme  ce  gofit  s'est  form^  et  rassis  eu- 
suite,  comme  par  gradation  il  est  devenu  plus  sage  dans  les  ouvrages 
postferieurs,  Scarmentado^  Babouc,  Zadig^  Memnon;  vous  voye^  1^ 
nuances  par  oil  I'auteur  s'est  approchc  de  la  perfection. '  Ainsi.  je 
critique,  a  force  de  sagacite  et  de  finesse  aura  exactement  renvm6 
Fordre  de  ces  ouvrages.    N'^tes  vous  pas  persuade  que  les  critiques 

*  To  this  piece  of  criticisni  the  author  adds  a  curious  piece  of  informatioB,  suppoaiig 
it  to  be  correct.    *  Une  personnc  qui  est  au  fait  de  Thistoire  de  la  l^ucelle  m'a  assv0^ 

Sue  c*6tait  Touvrage  de  trois  femmes,  auqnel  M.  de  Voltaire  avait  pr6sidl.'    Oae  oi"£« 
jree,  he  »ay$,  ^as  the  famous  Marquise  du  Cbatdet  I  't.^    . 
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de  la  race  prCsente  tonibent  souvcnt  dans  b6s  erreurs  aTC^KiH'  dn^s 
ancieus?'  .  \      '  "  ''"'  -f  '  .■■ 

To  return  for  a  short  time  to  tlie  theatre — •  ,  ,  ^ . 

In  a  very  excellent  paper,  entitle  *  R^flexiow  sur  U  tragedie,' 
.after  entering  at  some  length  into  >a  cotnparisop  between  tl^  an- 
cient and  modern  (French)  tragedy,  and  assigning  the  ^^asoiis  which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  must  always  operate  to  the  dfeparasement 
of  the  latter  whenever  they  are  absurdly  forced  into  th6  same  j[ibint 
of  view,  he  observes, 

*  Notre  tragedie  a  un  code  particulier  de  loia;  les  fev^nemens  5/ 
passent  et  sy  enchainent  autrt'ment  que  dans  le  monde  pioral^  L(^s 
persounages  agissent  sur  d  autres  raotifs  que  ceux  qui  dcterminent  Iqs 
actions  des  hommes;  leurs  discoui*8  ne  ressemblent  points  ceux  que 
I'interet,  la  passion,  la  verite  de  la  situation  inspirent ;  tout  le  systeme 
de  la  trag6die  moderne  est  \\n  syst^me  de  convention  et  de  fantaisie 
,qui  n  a  point  de  module  daus  la  nature.  Si  ua  homme  sensfe  vous  ra- 
£ontait  serieusement  qu'il  s'est  pass^  en  tel  lieu  de  TEurope  un  ev6ne- 
ment  important,  de  la  manicure  dont  ils  se passent  dans  nos  tragedies  les 
mieux  intriguees,  cet  homme  vous  ferait  pitie  avec  son  conte.  Si  un 
ministre,  un  homme  d*etat  discutait  une  grande  affaire  dans  le  goAt  de 

Ak  fameuse  sc^ne  de  Sertorius  qu'on  entend  citer  sans  cesse  comme  un 
-chef-d'oeuvre  de  politique,  vous  le  croiriez  menace  de  tomber  en  en- 
faace ;  si  les  discour$  d'un  hX)mrae  en  d6tre$se  ou  en  proie  k  une  pas* 
fion  terrible,  ressemblsueut  le  moins  du  monde  h  une  tirade  tragique^ 
au  lieu  de  vous  int^resser,  ils  vous  feraient  rire/* 

It  is  singular  enough  that  the  critic  should  have  overlooked  tb« 
fiact,  that  the  '  heroic  or  Alexandrine  vei-se,'  which  be  so  condemns 
in  French  tragedy,  is  itself  the  very  iambic  which  the  Greeks  adbp^ 
ed  for  its  conciseness,  flexibility,  and  resemblance  to  the  natural 
tone  of  conversation.  It  is,  in  fact,  not  the  form  of  the  verse,  biit 
the  genius  of  the  language,  that  causes  the  essential  diflterence 
between  them ;  and  what  follows  is  perfectly  characteristic  of  ihe 
defects  of  French  tragedy,  notwithstanding  the  oversight,  in  point 
of  principle,  which  occurs  at  setting  out. 

*  Les  vers  Alexandrins  et  rimes  des  tragi ques  fran9ais  out  fait  dis- 
paraitre  ces  avantages.     Le  vers  Alexandrin  est  trop  long,  trop  nom- 

*  The  follo%ving  recipe  for  a  French  tragedy  i«  not  unworthy  of  Swift.  *  Take  two 
good  characters,  and  one  wicked,  dther  a  tyrant,  a  traitor,  or  a  rogue.  Let  the  latter 
set  the  two  former  by  the  ears  and  make  them  very  unhappy  for  four  acts,  during  which 
he  mast  promulgate  all  manner  of  shocking  maxims,  mterlarded  with  poison,  daggers, 
oracles,  &c. ;  while  the  good  characters  repeat  their  catechism  of  moralities.  In  the 
fifth  act,  let  the  power  of  the  tyrant  be  overthrown  by  an  insurrection,  or  the  treason  of 

^  the  villain  be  discovered  b^  some  episodical  persona]^,  and  the  worthy  folks  be  pre* 
'  served.    Above  all,  don^  forget,  if  there  is  any  di£;rence  subsisting  between  France 

and  England,  or  between  the  parliament  and  the  clergy,  to  allude  to  it,  and  you  will 
**  have  fabricated  such  a  piece  as  shall  be  applauded  three  tliues  a  week  for  three  weeks 

together  at  the  Com^die  Fran9a!se/ 
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breux,  trop  harmonieux,  trop  fait,  trop  arrondi  pour  convenir  h  la  sim- 
plicite  et  a  I'energie  du  discours  dramatique.  Dans  les  momens  tran- 
quil les,  ce  vers  a  trop  de  pompe,  il  est  toujours  fastueux  ;  dans  les  mo* 
mens  passionncs,  il  emp^che  le  discours  de  se  briser  avec  la  souplesse  et 
la  rapidii6  qu'exigent  les  diverses  agitations  de  lame ;  il  force,  pour 
ainsi  dire,  la  passion  k  une  marche  uniforme  et  cadencee.  Son  exces- 
sive longueur  a  introduit  sur  le  th^Atre  la  po6sie  des  epithetes,  si  oppo- 
^ee  a  la  verite  du  dialogue ;  presque  toujours  le  premier  vers  n'est  fait 
que  pour  le  second.  Le  sens  finit,  et  de  cette  mani^re  de  dcfiler  deux 
k  deux  resulte  la  monotonie  la  plus  fatigante.  Qu'on  Use  les  plus 
beaux  vers  de  Racine ;  comme  ils  remplissent  et  charment  I'oreille  ! 
inais  c'est  un  ramage ;  ce  ne  sont  pas  les  vrais  accens  de  la  nature ; 
elle  a  je  ne  sais  quoi  de  moins  beau,  de  moins  arrange,  de  plus  sauvage, 
de  plus  sublime  que  j  aper^ois  dans  les  beaux  morceaux  de  Shakespear, 
et  que  je  chercbe  en  vain  dans  nos  poetes  tragiques.  Un  fameux  ar- 
tiste allemand  d'origine,  mais  qui  a  vecu  et  qui  vient  de  mourir  k  Lon- 
dres,  le  c^l^bre  Hogartb,  connu  par  le  genie  et  Tesprit  de  ses  compo- 
sitions, a  6crit  un  ouvrage  sur  le  beau,  rempli  d'idees  extraordinaires. 
On  y  voit  entre  autres  une  estampe  oii  un  maitre  de  danse  Franpais  est 
vis-S-vis  la  belle  statue  d'Antinous ;  il  s*occupe  a  lui  relever  la  t^te,  k 
lui  eSsLcer  les  epaules,  k  lui'  placer  les  bras  et  les  jambes,  a  la  transfor- 
mer, en  un  mot,  en  petit  maitre  elegant  et  agreable :  cette  satire  est 
aussi  fine  qu'origihale.  Je  doute  cependant  que  notre  celebre  Marcel 
e(kt  touch^  k  la  contenance  d'Antinoiis ;  mais  raettez  k  la  place  d'An-^ 
tinoiis  la  statue  de  Melpomene  TAthcnienne,  et  nomraez  les  maitres  de 
danse  Corneille  et  Racine,  et  Je  symbole  ne  s  ecartera  pas  trop  de  la 
v6rite.' 

This  idea  is  almost  as  happy  as  the  original  conception.  He 
continues : 

*  Je  suis  convaincu  que  la  tragedie  fran9aise  restera  depourvue  de 
naturel  aussi  long-tems  qu'elle  emploiera  le  vers  Alexandrin.  Sa  mo- 
notonie et  sa  faussete  infiueront  jusque  sur  la  declamation  et  le  jeu  des 
acteurs.  L'une  deviendra  un  chant  insipide  et  uniforpse,  Tautre  une 
af^ire  4'appr^t  et  de  ressort,  de  symelrie  et  d'elegance,  et  tout  rcpon- 
dra  parfaitement  k  la  faussete  du  ton  :  il  est  impossible  que  le  geste  ne 
soit  pas  maniere,  lorsque  le  discours  Test  toujours.  Le  veritable  dis- 
cours th64tral  est  un  melange  de  gestes  et  de  paroles.  C'est  la  le  ca- 
ract^re  du  langage  de  la  nature ;  le  visage,  la  contenance.  Taction  par* 
lent  toujours  autant  et  plus  que  la  boucbe.  A  mesure  que  la  passion 
s'accroit  et  se  developpe,  elle  n'emploie  plus  que  quelques  mots  6ner- 
giques  et  rares  ;  mais  elle  a  use  infinite  de  gestes  plus  eioquens  et  plus 
terribles  que  les  plus  sublimes  discours.  Dans  les  beaux  morceaux  de 
Shakespear,  vous  trouverez  ces  intervalles  d'un  mot  k  un  autre  qu*un 
acteur  de  genie  pent  seul  remplir ;  mais  dans  les  beaux  morceaux  de 
Racine,  il  ne  reste  rieu  k  faire  a  Tacteur ;  le  poete  a  tout  dit :  il  est 
parfait ;  mjus  il  est  froid  en  comparaison  de  celui,  qui,  sachant  imiter 
la  marche  de  la  nature,  sait  aussi  produire  comme  elle  des  impressions 
|>rofondes  et  durables.* 

M.  d§ 
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M.  de  Grimm,  it  is  true,  was  a  foreigner  by  birth,  and  may  he 
accused  of  entertaining  some  ndtive  prejudices  against  the  poetry 
of  his  adopted  country  ;  yet  the  tendency  of  Madame  de  Staers 
criticisms  on  the  respective  characters  of  the  French  and  German 
<}rama  undoubtedly  goes  to  confirm  the  judgment  here  record<3d. 
On  another  point,  of  stili  greater  importance,  her  opinions,  and 
those  of  the  Baron  tend  to  strengthen  each  other;  the  character' 
and  composition  of  Parisian  society,  the  principles  of  which  are, 
we  imagine,  very  much  the  same  at  this  day  as  they. were  in  the  year  t 
1764.  In  the  theatrical  season  of  that  year,  a  comedy  was  pro- 
duced, entitled  *  Le  Cercle,  ou  la  Soiree  d  la  mode/  which  the 
Baron  calls  *  Un  tableau  assez  vrai  du  dfesoeuvrement,  de  Tennui, 
de  la  frivolite  des  gens  du  monde  et  de  la  pl6part  des  cercles  de 
Paris.'  After  giving  a  pretty  full  account  of  this  piece,  the  pro- 
duction of  a  M.  Poinsinet,  (otherwise  distinguished  as  the  indivi^ 
dual  in  whose  person  originated  the  practice  since  so  fashionable 
in  the  best  comj>any  of  Paris,  under  the  title  of  mt/stfjication,-^ 
hearing,^)  M.  de  Grimm  introduces  the  following  observations:     , 

*  Suppos6  que,  suivant  les  desirs  de  M.  Poinsinet,  sa  petite  com^die 
aiHe  h  fa  post^ritt',  qii'elle  soit  en  6tat  de  Tentendre  parfaitement,  ce 
qui  n'est  pas  ais^  lorsque  le  sel  et  la  finesse  consistent  dans  le  ton,  oit^ 
peut  croire  qu'elle  s'enquerem  avec  quelque  curiositi^,  si  ces  mosurs 
ont  6t6  reelleraent  les  moeurs  d'une  grande  et  illustre  nation,  puisque 
enfin  toutes  les  comedies  du  terns  Font  ainsi  repr^scAt^e  ;  si  les  femmes, 
en  gen6ral,  aux  intrigues  et  h.  la  galanterie  pr^s,  passaient  leur  vie 
dans  ce  d^soeuvrement,  dans  cet  abandon  de  tout  sentiment  qnelconque, 
corame  Araminte,  Cidalise,  et  Ism^ne ;  si  enfin  la  jeunesse  distiuguee 
par  la  naissance  et  par  les  autres  avantages  de  la  fortune,  ressemblait, 
ji.ar  son  oisivet^,  son  ignorance  et  sa  degradation,  h.  ce  jeune  marquis, 
Ou  k  ce  Lisidor  empese  et  pedant  dontlauteur  a  comptSfaire  Thomme 
estimable  de  sa  pi4ce,  ou  6nfin  h  cet  abb6  mignon  de  M.  Poinsinet. 
ri  faut  esp^rer  que  les  curieux  d'alors  pourront  se  repondre  que  ces 
moeurs  ont  ete  en  effet  celles  d'une  g^n6ration  aussi  courte  que  t'rivole,* 
dont  les  travers  ont  et^  r^pares  par  des  sifccles  de  vertus ;  car,  si  de 
telles  mceurs  eussent  dur^  plusieurs  gienerations  de  suite,  rhibtoire  ap^ 
prendrait  sans  doute  en  m^me  terns  aux  curieux  des  si^cles  si  venir  les 
(ynestes  influences  que  leur  dur6e  g-urait  cues  sur  la  gloire  et  la  splen- 
ieuc  d'une  telle  nation/ 

The  prophetic  tone  of  the  last  sentence  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able; and  the  whole  passage  recals  forcibly*  what  we  have. ad- 
vanced on  former  occasions  and  are  more  than  ever  inclined  to 

*  This  unfortunate  gentleman  was  persuaded  by  some  of  his  friendi  that  the  King 
•f  Prussia  wished  to  commit  to  his  care  the  education  of  the  Prince  Royal,  mly  requir- 
ing his  previous  change  of  faith.  This  innocent  pleasantry  took  fuH  etfect.  Ppiosinet 
Actually  pronounced  an  abjuration  of  the  Catholic  religion  before  one  of  t^e  coufederates 
«irho  aeted  the  part  of  a  Lntfacran  pai tor«  and  it  was  several  months  before  they  suffered 
IriM  to  be  und«e^ived, 
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maintain  respecting  the  general  frivoUty  and  beartlessness  of  Parisian 
society.  We  know  that  all  such  assertions  expose  those  who  make 
them  to  the  common  imputations  of  ignorance  and  prejudice ;  and 
"we  are  fully  aware  that  the  fashionable  society  of  all  great  capitals 
dp^  and  necessarily  imist^  partake  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  oi  the 
idces  attributed  to  those  of  the  French  metropolis.  jSut  we  are 
9X  the^t9^me  time  firmly^onvinced  that  no  where  else  is  society  so 
deeply  and  generally  impregnated  with  these  corruptions,  and  that^ 
iaXiobdon  particularly^  their  contaimination  is  confined  to  a  n^row 
SQd  exclusive  circle.  It  is,  further,  a  filled  and  rooted  article  of  our 
faith|  that,  as  the  degradation  of  manners  tends  irresistibly^  and 
^ith  a  most  aecderated  progress^  to  the  destruction  of  natioBal 
glory  and  consequent,  (an  event  which  we  have  just  seen,  was 
predicted,  and  has  been  fatally  accomplished  in  the  French  nation,) 
80  the  blind  admiration  which  a  few  (and,  we  are  happy  to  believe^ 
only  a  few)  individuals  among  ourselves  profess  to  entertain  for  the 
modes  and  customs  of  Parisian  society  is,  of  all  sentiments,  the 
most  unworthy  of  an  Engli^man,  the  most  repugmnt  to  all  who 
have  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  their  country  truly  at  heart.  To 
have  imbibed  the  fanaticism  of  the  Revolution,  to  have  watched 
with  pleasure  and  exultation  the  progress-  of  the  republican 
armies,  to  have  fallen  at  the  feet  of  the  Corsican,  and  acknowledged 
the  invincibility  of  God's  Vicegerent,  nothing  of  all  this  argues,  to 
our  minds,  a  more  complete  absence  of  all  sound  principles  of  pa- 
triotism, than  to  court  and  extol  the  showy  refinements  and  in- 
trinsic worthlessness  of  the  Parisian  fashionable  character. 

The  grand  quarrel  of  Jean  Jacques  (^  cet  Eloquent  et  bilieux 
ildversaire  des  sciences')  with  the  French  academy  of  music  give* 
rise  to  some  amusing  speculations,  and  the  apprehensions  enter- 
tained by  the  citoy^n  of  being  banished  for  the  freedom  of  his  ex- 
pressions on  this  momentous  subject,  do  not  appear  to  be  codsi- 
dered  by  our  journalist  as  altogether  extravagant  or  unreasonable. 
*  II  auroit  6t6  plaisant  de  voir  le  citoyen  de  Geneve,  I'ennemi  de^ 
arts,  prendre  son  Jb&ton  et  sortir  de  Paris  en  secouant  la  poussi^re 
de  ses  pieds,  pour  avoir  prSch6  I'^vatigiJe  de  la  musique  italienne.* 
i)tfter  summing  up  the  outrages  on  common  sense  comniitted  tijr 
this  strange  bemg  m  his  famous  Discours  on  the  Arts  iand  Sciences^ 
all  this,  he  adds,  would  have  been  forgotten  or  forgiven. 

*  Mais  il  a  combattu  la  musique  franpaise,  et  avec  dcsrajson^  trop 
bonnes,  trop  fortes,  et  qui  paraissent  sans  xcplique.  Voili.un  tort  qui 
Be  sera  jamais  oublie.  II  a  pens6  avoir  une  lettre  de  cachet,  il  a  ^t$ 
triil6  en  eflligie  par  les  musiciens  de  rorchestre  de  rOp6ra.  Jamais  ott 
n'a  vu  tant  de  chaleur  et  tant  d'emportement  pour  si  peu  de  chose, 
M.  Marmontel  a  fait  ces  quatr^  vers  k  ce  sujet ; 
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V  A  Rowteeati qui  ripondm^.  '-  '  .:     sirrt 

Le  public  pat!  desmurmiines,  ..         ^j...*o- 

Les  poU58oi»par<k3.ir^j'tt3?e»^        i  ..." 

i  Et  Rameau  par  un  op&ra»'    .  . 

Poor  Fr^Ton,  who  is  represented  as  being  at  the  head  of  th«  cotii^ 
spirators  against  Rousseau  on  this  occasion^  comes  in  fof  the'  shstt^ 
of  abuse  he  is  sure  to  receive  fnom  nil  the  adherents  of  diephiloso^ 
phical  school.  *  C'est  le  roi  dc  ccs  insectes  importuns  donf  {wtfle 
M.  Diderot  dans  Tinterpr^tion  de  la  nature^  qui  passeAt 'ks  iilM 
stans  de  lear  existence  ^pbim^re  &  troubler  rbomnie  ^ns  sei 
Inravaux  et  dans  son  repos/  ^ 

On  the  subject  of  the  famous  quarrel  between  Voltaire  and 
Beaumelle^  our  journalist  writes  with  a  great  deal  of  proper  warm  A 
and  feeling.  *  If  by  the  sacrifice  of  ten  years  of  my  Hfe  I  could 
efface  the  very  remembrance  of  the  scandalous  qaarrets  of  men  of 
fetters,  and  especially  of  this  man  whose  talents  entitle  him  to  the 
highest  rank  among  them,  I  should  think  that  I  had  not  lived  itt 
vain  for  the  glory  and  happiness  of  human  nature.' 

Among  the  theatrical  bons  mots,  or  rather  those  of  the  parterre^ 

we  stumble  on  one  that  is  not  amiss.     An  extremely  ugly  actor 

happened  to  play  the  part  of  Varus  on  the  first  representation  of 

Voltaire's  Herode  ei  Mariamne.     When  his  confident  says  to  him, 

*  Vous  vous  troublez,  seigneur,  et  changez  de  visage^' 

one  of  the  pit  critics  cried  out, '  Laissez-le  faired 

Le  Kain  played  the  part  of  Herod,  and  the  resemblsoice  of  name 
to  that  of  the  performer  who  has  of  late  occupied  the  public 
attention  in  our  own  country,  added  perhaps  to  the  feeling  of  curi- 
osity with  which  we  turned  to  Jthe  criticisms  on  this  prince  of  French 
tragedians.  *  Cet  acteur  supplie  par  un  talent  superieur  tout  ce  qui 
lui  manque  du  cote  de  la  figure  et  de  la  voix;  il  entraine  toujours: 
son  grand  d^faut,  et  dont  u  parait  contracter  I'habitude  de  jour  en 
|oMr  davantage,  est  de  trop  raisonner  son  role,  d'en  vouloir  faire 
sentir  tous^les  vers,  tous  les  mots  m^me.'  But,  from  later  passages 
in  the  Correspondence,  one  or  two  of  which  have  been  cited  already, 
it,  will  appear  that  the  unfavourable  part  of  this  opinion  did  not 
always  maintain  its  ground,  and  there  is  assuredly  no  reason  that 
the  most  minute  attention  to  particular  modes  of  expression  and 
action  should  be  at  all  inconsistent  with  a  grand  general  conception 
of  the  character  to  be  represented. 

The  number  for  February,  1757,  contains  an  account  of  the 
death  of  the  celebrated  Fontenelle,  and  some  particulars  of  his  lift 
^nd  character,  of  which  we  can  select  only  a  few  slight  sketches. 
JBom,  as  we  are  assured,  without  genius,  he  is  nevertheless  repre- 
sented as  having  possessed  a  remarkable  influetice  on  the  character 
of  the  age,  principally  as  the  first  promoter  of  that  philosophical 
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spirit  so  widely  extended  and  generally  diffused  at  the  period  of  his 
deaths  and  also  as  the  father  of  diat  '  brilliant^  ingenious^  and 
flowery  style'  which  met  many  execrable  copyists  in  his  own  time, 
and  has  infected  almost  all  the  French  writers  since  his  death.  As 
a  philosopher,  he  was  among  the  most  eminent  of  the  disciples  of 
Descartes;  and  if  any  thing,  says  our  author,  can  save  him  from 
die  oblivion  into  which  the  apostles  of  every  temporary  faith  must 
sooner  or  later  full,  it  is  the  real  merit  of  having  been  the  first  to 
render  philosophy  pbpular  among  his  countrymen.  This  he  is 
said  to  have  accomplished  by  his  Plurality  of  Worids  and  History 
of  Oracles,  works  in  which  *  les  gens  du  monde  alors  si  ignorans 
et  si  born^s,  les  femmes  m^me  dont  les  goftts  et  les  occupations 
ont  une  si  grande  influence  dans  ce  qui  concerne  Tesprit  et  les 
moeurs  des  fran^ais,  ont  puise  les  principes  d'une  philosophic'  saine 
et  6clair6e.'  As  for  his  style,  it  is  observed  that  if  his  opinions 
and  those  of  M.  de  la  Mothe  had  prevailed  over  the  better  feelings 
of  nature, 

*  C*en  etait  fait  de  notre  go{it,  nous  aurions  vu  renaitre  le  si^cle  des 
Voiture  et  d'autres  ccrivains  plus  minces  encore.  Nous  aurions  bien- 
tot  ressemble  k  ces  enfans  qui  troqueraient  volontiers  THercule  Fam^e 
ou  la  Venus  de  Medicis  contre  une  poupee  de  nos  boutiques  de.  la  rue 
Saint-Honore.' — '  Heureusement/ adds  the  journalist,  Ma  philosophic 
facile  etpopulaire  de  M.  de  Voltaire,  son  style  simple,  naturel,  et  ori- 
ginal k  la  fois,  le  charme  inexprimable  de  son  colons,  nous  ont  bient6t 
fait  m6priser  tons  ces  lours  6pigrammatiques,  cette  precision  louche  et 
ces  beaut6s  mesquines  auxquels  des  copistes  sans  goiit  avaient  procure 
une  vogue  passag^re/ 

We  wish  that  this  remark  could  be  correctly  applied  to  the 
French  writers  of  the  present  day.  But  the  false,  flowery,  epi- 
grammatic style  isj  we  believe,  too  congenial  to  the  French  dispo- 
sition to  be  parted  with  so  easily;  and  the  influence  even  of  such 
powers  as  Voltaire's  will  cease  to  be  felt,  while  ^  le  grand  Comeille* 
will  never  want  hosts  of  admirers  like  Fontenelle,  who  will  make 
the  radical  faults  of  his  genius  the  objects  of  their  imitation^  per^ 
haps  even  unknown  to  themselves. 

Of  the  personal  character  of  Fontenelle  little  advantageous  is 
said.  The  extraordinary  placidity  of  temper  which  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  constitutional  cause  of  his  very  long  life 
and  the  preservation  of  his  faculties  to  its  close,  was  too  nearly 
allied  to  utter  insensibility,  not  to  be  the  subject  of  contempt  and 
aversion  rather  than  admiration.*  '  They  said  of  him,  and  said 
truly,  that  he  never  either  laughed  or  cried.' 

'  n 

♦  We  do  not  know  whether  an  inquiry  has  erer  been  instituted  into  the  causes  of  the 
ettraordioary  longeyitj  of  Parisian  beaaz-esprits  and  men  of  letters,  which  appears  t« 
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*  II  ne  connaissait  point  le  tumulte  des  passions,  les  emotions  vio- 
lentes,  ni  tous  ces  mouvemens  imp6tueux  dont  les  plus  grands  hommes 
sont  souvent  maitrises;  mais  aussi  son  coeur  froid  et  sterile  ti'av^it 
jamais  sent!  le  pouvoir  enchanteur  de  la  beaute,  les  impressions  vives  et 
delicates  de  la  vertu,  ni  le  cliarme  et  la  douceiff  de  Tam^ti^.  -Quartd 
avec  ces  dispositions  on  observe  religieusemeilt  les  lois  de  h,  sooi6t^-dfe' 
rhonneur  et  de  la  br^ns^ance  publique,  on  esfe  exempt  de  reptooh«v 
mais  on  n'en  est  pas  moins  digne  de  pitie.  Mibrd  Hyde,  hommo  .d©'^ 
beaucoup  de  merite,  qui  de  son  cabinet  de  Paris  a  diiige .  qut^qufi^ 
temps*  la  Chambre  Basse  de  Londres,  et  qui  est  mort  ici  d'une  chute.  d(! 
chev^^l  a  un  age  pen  avance,  disait,  a  propos  de  la  longue  carri^re  de 
M.  de  Fontenelle,  que  pour  lui  il  vivait  ses  cent  ans  dans  un  quart 
d'heure.  Beau  mot,  qui  prouve  si  bien  les  avantages  d'une  ame  sensi- 
ble sur  un  coeur  qui  ne  sent  rien.  II  est  difficile  de  vivre  beaucoup 
de  temps  dans  un  quart  d'heure  quand  en  n'aime  que  repigramme/ 

tte  was  never  affected  by  painting,  music,  or  any  of  the  illusions 
of  art. 

*  M.  Diderot  Tayant  vu,  il  y  a  deux  ou  trois  ans,  pour  la  premiere 
fois  de  sa  vie,  ne  put  s  emplcher  de  verser  quelques  larmes  sur  la 
vanile  de  la  gloire  litteraire  et  des  choses  humaines.  M.  de  Fontenelle 
s'en  apper^ut  et  lui  demanda  compte  de  ses  pleurs.  J  eprouve,  lui  re- 
pondit  M.  Diderot,  un  sentiment  singulier,  Au  mot  de  sentiment^  M. 
de  Fontenelle  Tarr^ta  et  lui  dit  en  souriant;  Monsieur,  il  y  a  quatre- 
vingt  ans  que  j'ai  relegue  le  sentiment  dans  T^glogue.  R6ponse  tr^s-* 
propre  a  sccber  les  larmes  que  I'amour  de  Thumanite  et  la  tendresse 
d*un  coeur  sensible  faisaient  couler!* 

A  bon  mot  of  Madame  de  (Seoffrin's  is  recorded,  descriptive  of 
the  passive  temperament  of  this  philosopher,  *  who  used  to  boast 
that  he  never  willingly  asked  a  favour  of  any  man,  and  of  whpm  it 
may  be  added  that  he  never  spontaneously  did  a  kindness  to  any/ 
Tliis  lady  said  that  there  was  but  one  way  to  make  him  perform  an 
act  of  friendship  or  benevolence,  and  that  was  to  order  him  to  do 
it.     He  had  never  any  answer  to  give  to  ilfaut. 

Fontenelle  was  excessively  fond  of  asparagus,  particularly  when 
dressed  with  oil.  His  friend  the  Abb6  Terrasson  liked  it  better 
with  butter.  One  day  the  Abb6  asked  his  friend  to  dine  with  him, 
which  the  other  accepted  upon  a  special  agreement  that  half  the 
dish  of  asparagus  should  be  prepared  according  to  his  own  system 

118,  from  the  obituary  contained  in  these  volumes,  to  be  a  feet  established  beyond  coii- 
ttoversy.  Besides  Fontenelle,  who  told  a  complete  century  from  his  birth,  the  names 
ot'Cr^billon,  MoncriC  Astruc,  Honault,  Olivet,  Mirabaud,  and  others  of  less  notoriety, 
occur  wiihin  the  space  of  four  or  five  years,  each  measuring  a  space  of  about  ninety 
years  on  the  average.  The  water  drinkers  will  ascribe  it  to  temperance,  and  doubtless 
tliis  may  have  its  effect,  though  mental  qualities  are  also,  we  suspect,  entitled  to-  come 
in  for  thetr  share;  and  there  are  no  better  guardians  of  life  and  health  than  an  imper- 
Uirbable  self-complacency  and  a  succession  of  occupation  which  amuses,  without  any 
vear  and  tear  of  the  -nassioiu. 
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of  cookery.  Just  before  dinner  was  served  the  Abb6  had  the  mis* 
fortune  to  fall  off  his  chair  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy;  Fontenelle*  rushed 
instantly  to  the  door^  and  bawled  down  the  kitchen  stairs^ '  Tout  d 
Vhuiky  tout  ci  rhuile* 

-  The  ridicule  of  Grimm  is  shared  in  pretty  equal  proportions  by 
two'  great  anti-philosophesy  Messrs,  Le  Franc  de  Pompignan  and 
Palissot.  The  former  is  well  known  as  the  bott  at  which  Voltaire 
directed  so  many  shafts  from  his  satirical  quiver.  The  following  ii 
our  author's  account  of  the  speech  made  by  him  on  liis  reception 
krto  the  academy,  May,  1760. 

*  M.  de  Voltaire  a  dit  quelque  part,  qu'un  discours  de  reception  et 
d'entree  h,  Tacaderaie  franpaise  etait  compost;  de  quatre  ou  cinq  propo- 
sitions essentielles.  La  premiere  que  le  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  etait  un 
grand  homme,  ce  qui  n'emp^chait  pas  eii  second  lieu  le  Chancelier 
•Siguier  d'etre  de  son  cote  un  grand  homme,  sans  compter  troisicme- 
tnent  que  Louis  XIV.  avait  ete  aussi  un  grand  homme,  ainsi  que  le  di- 
yecteur,  Ic  secretaire,  et  menie  tons  les  membres  de  racadcmie ;  et 
que  cinqui^mement,  lui,  recipiendatre,  pourrait  bien  ^tre  aussi  one 
esp^ce  de  grand  homm^.  M.  Ic  F.  de  Pompignan,  en  prenant  seance  h 
Tacademie  franpaise,  a  cru  devoir  s'ecarter,  du  moins  a  quelques  cgards, 
de  la  route  ordinaire.  D*abord  il  s'est  attache  principalement  k  nous 
lais!vcr  soujpjonner  que  lui,  recipiendaire,  etait  un  tres  grand  homme; 
ensuite  il  convient  bien  que  M.  de  Maupertuis,  auquel  il  succede,  etail 
aussi  une  esp^ce  de  grand  homme,  ainsi  que  Richelieu,  Segiiier,  e^ 
Louis  XIV.;  mais  il  'sarr^te  Ik,  et  le  reste  de  son  discoui-s  es^  une  in- 
vective tres  forte  contre  les  philosophes  et  les  gens  de  lettres  d(i^ not 
jours  J  ce  qui  fait  que,  RicheHeu,  Scguier,  Louis  XIV.  et  Maupiattuis 
morts,  il  ne  reste,  compte  fait,  de  grands  hommes  k  la  France,  que  M; 
le  Franc  de  Pompignan.'*  !   .    .» 

Palissot  was  the  unfortunate  author  of  a  comedy  entitled  *  Lfes 
Philosophes,'  written  for  the  express  purpose  of  tarnii^g  tihemliiitd 
ridicule.  Of  course  he  does  not  escape,  and  these  volumes  aris'ft^H 
of  epigrams  on  him  and  his  comedy^  ^  Nos  -philosopher;')' says 
Grimm,  ^  out  un  grand  goiit  pour  la  misanthropic.  MaU^>^t^if 
^rivait  sur  le  bonheur  d*une  mani^re  k  faire  pleui^er. '  Rouss^^' 
vcut  toi^ours  nous  faire  fr6mir  sur  les  maux  de  la  vie  tivite^.  '  lit 
philosophie  de  M;  d'Alcmbert  n'est  gu^re  plus  gale';*'i]ftfaij^ceW 
l^oBve  seulement  qu'on  peut  &tre  phitosophe  et  fort  m^Mntent  d^' 
»o»4tat.'  ^  "'U' 

We  have  oil  a  former  occasion  noticed  Grimm's  dimUSs  witH'ttW? 

_________^^_^ -  ^      '  '      ill  UP. 

•The  speech  of  *l*Archidiacre  TFublet*  (another  of  those  unfortunate  o^enders  a^inst 
the  majesty  of  the  ptalesopfaes)  on  his adniissioik  to  the  academy  is^  l]tt)strattM%jr<^^d 
companson  too  whimsical  to  be  passed  over.  '  II  ^tait  los^  et  p]»Ut(mvf$  0ep6ayitt 
Charlemagne**  "* 
never 


rlemagne**  Pirou  used  to  say  that  a  discQurs  de  r^ceptipii  at  the  acadeno^^op^ 
er  to  exceed  three  words — '  que  le  recipiendaire  doit  dlre^  "  Messieurs,  grand 
ci,"  «t  le  directeur  lui  repondra,  '*  il  n'y  a  pat  de  quoL"/  ^         i        .'    » 
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jAilosopher  of  Geneva.  He  seems  to  have  thoroughly  itndeiw 
stood  the  character  of  that  eccentric  being  from  the  beginniiigi 
*  Le  role  de  la  singularity  r^U3sit  toujouT$  sL  qui  a  le  Dourage  et  la 
patience  de  le  jouer.  J.  J.  Rousseau  a  pass^  sa  vie^  decrier  let 
grands;  ensuite  jl  a  dit  qu'il  n'avait  trouv^  de  FamitiiS  etdes  Yettus 
que  parmi  eux.'>  And  then  he  relates  the  anecdote  of  bis  dog^ 
whom  the  philosopher  christened  Duke,  because,  said  he,  * .  il  6tidt 
bargneux  et  petit  coinme  un  due/— but,  afterwards,  on  his  taking 
up  his  residence  in  the  courtly  precincts  of  Montmorency,  altered 
it  to  Turk,  ^  II  est  difficile  qu'on  soit  sinc^rement  indifferent  smt 
les  grands,  lorsqu'on  s'en  occupe  sans  cesse.  Le  vrai  philosophe, 
en  respectant  leur  sang,  les  oublie.' 

An  additional  instance  of '  the  ruling  passion  strong  in  death - 
occurs  in  die  account  of  the  exit  of  a  famous  French  grammarian 
named  Restaut,  who,  not  having  had  time  in  the  course  ©f  a  very 
long  life  to  make  up  his  mind  completely  on  some  impoitant 
points  of  language,  died,  with  this  expression  of  uncertainty,  ^  Je 
m'en  vais  done  ;  ou  je  m'en  vas — (car  il  n'y  a  rien  de  decide  U- 
dessus) — faire  ce  grand  voyage  de  I'autre  monde.' 

An  anecdote  of  Roy,  a  poet  and  composer  of  operas,  js  also  to 
ihe  same  purpose.  *  II  6tait  depuis  plus  de  dix  ans  imb^cille  et 
d6vot,  apr^s avoir 6t6 toute sa  vie  lache  et  m^chant :  celasWrange  tr^s 
bien  ensemble.  II  est  tomb6  dans  la  caducit6  k  force  de  coups  de 
b^ton.  Roy  ne  se  reprochaj^  pas  trop  ses  m^chancet^s ;  ce  qu'il 
se  reprochait  le  plus,  c'est  d'avoir  fait  des  operas  dont  la  morale 
voluptueute  s'accorde  si  mal  avec  la  morale  chr6tienne ;  et  quand 
son  confesseur,  pour  le  tranquilliser,  I'assurait  que  tout  cda  ^ait 
oubli6,  le  penitent  s'6criait  avec  componction,  "  Ah !  Mpnsieur, 
lis  sonf;  trop  beaux  pour  que  la  France  les  oublie  jamais."  II  au- 
raif  pu  laourir  tranquille  depuis  longtems,  s'il  n  avait  eu  d'autrei 
p6/ch^  i  «e  reprocher.* 

^  .Tho;  f  ruling  passion'  is  again  strongly  exemplified  in*  M.  de  la 
Qqxyifmixi^j  whose  insatiable  curiosity  led  him  to  witness  the  exe« 
<^pj)  iof.Dap^ifn.  He  made  bis  way  through  the  crowd  close  to 
thf  exei^tionera  elbow,  and  there  stood  with  pocket^iook  and 
pencil  in  his  hand,  whiles,  at  every  ti:^  of  the  phicers  or  blow  Df 
tb(3  4ron  bar  he  exclaimed  with  agonizing  impatience,  '  *^  Qu'est  c« 
quildit?" — Les  satellites  de  Mattre  Chariot  voulurent  T^carter 
CQOime  un  importun ;  mais  le  bourreau  leur  dit ;  "  Laissez,  Mon- 
sieur est  un  amateur."* 

Upon  the  same  principle  of  curiosity  he  appears  to  have  been 
copstantly  piresent  at  the  self-inflicted  martyrdoms  of  those  wretched 
nuns  who,  under  the  appellation  of  Convulsionnaires,  actually  un- 
derwent, at  several  times^  and  before  a  great  number  of  witnesses, 
the  sufferings  of  crucifixion.    The  history  of  thes^  most  extraordi^ 

nary 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"bttry  ndtaitces  of  -4«ltmiofi  ii  bere  detailed  with  great  mitnitettesi^ 
and  is  sufRcietit  to  till  the  soui  with  astonishment  and  horror. 

A  srtory  i«  toH  of  Artnand,  the  patriarch  of  the  French  stag^ 
Vecdving  the  last  sacrament,  against  which  he  had  strenuousl)^  coni'^ 
IbMed  \f  ith  all  the  perseverance  of  a  maitre  phihsophe,  at  the  re* 
quest  of  his  friend  Pr^ville ;  and  this^  says  Griming  recais  to  ma 
another  pathetic  sermon  preached  under  similar  circumstances.  A 
favourite  femme  de  chambre  of  a  lady  of  quality,  young  and  pretty, 
-took  it  into  her  head  to  die  en  phiiosopke^  and  her  mistress  having 
exhausted  all  the  arguments  she  could  think  of  to  no  purpose,  a 
fellow-servant  undertook  the  pious  office  df  persuasion,  and  pledged 
herself  for  her  success.  '  Elle  entra  en  effet  dans  la  chanibre  de  sa 
camarade,  et  lui  dit :  Eh  bien,  Mademoiselle,  qu'est  ce  done  ? — 
Comment  done  ? — Pourquoi  done  ? — Fi  done  ! —  Eh  bien  done  ! — 
Allons  done!' — The  dying  soubrette  had  no  answer  to  make  to 
such  excellent  reasons,  and  resigned  herself  into  the  hands  of  the 
cur6. 

The  death  of  the  Marquis  de  Maugiron,  an  accomplished  pro- 
fligate, who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  excessive  debaucheries  at  an  early 
age,  after  having  been  for  some  years  pointed  at  in  the  streets  with 
the  appellation  of  ^  uu  cours  de  morale  ambulant/  gives  occasion 
to  some  excellent  remarks  on  a  class  of  persons  very  numerous  in 
the  beau  monde,  elsewhere  as  well  as  at  Paris.  The  description 
of  his  character  is  thus  concluded. 

'  11  joignait  h  ses  vices  une  malproprete  degoiitante ;  et  raalgre  tou^ 
cela,  la  faciUt^  de  ses  mani^resy  sa  douceur  et  sa  gaict6,  1q  rendaient 
tr^-aimable  dans  la  soci^te;  il  y  portait  ce  je  ne  sals  quoi  de  piquant 
qu'on  trouve  aux  gens  d*€sprit  sans  caracthre:  le  defaut  de  nerf  d'un  cote, 
et  de  Tautre  la  finesse  etla  vivacite  de  leur  esprit  les  rendent  sans  cesse 
vacillans ;  leur  conversation  est  pleine  de  traits ;  miiis  quatid  cos  traits 
ne  font  pas  leur  effet  sur  le  champ,  ils  sent  d6sar9onncs,  parcequ'ils  ne 
sont  jamais  sArs  du  prix  de  ce  qu'ils  disent.  Cela  fait  qu'ih  tfilent'sans 
cesse  le  terrein  ;  que  les  traits  que  leur  esprit  fournit  seniblent  plutut 
leur  ^chapper  malgre  eux,  et  qu'ils  ont  Tair  de  se  moquer  autant  d'eux- 
ni^mes  que  des  autres.  Je  tie  connais  rlen  de  plus  amusant  dans  ui^ 
cercle  que  cette  esp^ce  de  tournure,  et  rien  de  muins  propre  a  un  coraf 
merce  d*amiti6 ;  aussi  les  gens  aimabies  de  cette  trempe  soat  condamncs 
^repr6sentertoute  leur  vie  dans  un  cercle  pour  Tamusement  des  assistant 
lis  ont  encore  une  petite  pointe  de  mcchancet6,  un  penchant  k  la  hmh 
querie,  dont  leurs  meilleurs  amis  ne  sauraient  ctre  garautis.  LeMr  relir 
gioQ  n'est  pas  a  lepreuve  d'un  bon  mot ;  mais  on  aural t  tort  de  ]eur  ea^ 
faire  un  crime,  ils  n'ont  pas  la  force  d'cn  commeitre/ 

To  conclude  6\xt  chapter  on  deathbeds,  this  same  Marquis  da 
Maugiron  deserves  a  niche  by  the  statue  of  Petronius,  for  the  Epi- 
curean grace  of  his  exit.  He  was  taken  ill  at  the  house  of  his  rela- 
tion the  Bishop  of  Valence,  in  Dauphine  ;  and  while  all  the  clergy 
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Qf  tbe  oadbeiral  Mlere  preparing  .a  suUnble  poiB|>  for  4b(9,  4ej]^vtMre 
of  bis  souly  he  contrmd  to  give  them  the  slip^  saying  to^be.pliysi- 
ciao  at  his  bedside,  ^  Je  vais  bien  les  attraper :  ib  crpient  me  t^nir, 
€t  je  tn'en  vais' — then  tiimed  his  head  away,  and  expired.  An  hour 
before  his  death,  he  made  some  verses  on  his  own  condition ;  and 
Ihe  Epicurean  school  scarcely  ever  furnished  a  prettier  copy  o)i 
such  au  occasion. 

Tout  melirt,  je  m'en  aper9ois  bien ; 
Tronchin,  tant  f^t^  dans  le  monde, 
Ne  saurait  prolonger  mes  jours  d'une  seconds ; 
Ni  Daumont  en  retrancher  rien. 
Voici  done  mon  heure  derni^re ; 
Venez,  bergiires  et  bergers, 
Venez  me  fermer  la  paupi^re ; 
Qu'au  murmure  de  vos  baisers 
Tout  doucement  mon  ame  soit  eteinte, 
Finir  ainsi  dans  les  bras  de  Taraour,  - 

C'est  du  trepas  ne  point  sentir  Tatteinte, 
C'est  s'eudormir  sur  la  fin  d*un  beau  jour. 

It  was  very  handsomein  M.  de  Maugiron,  adds  Grimm,  to  pay 
such  a  compliment  to  the  life  he  bad  spent,  calling  it  *  un  beau 
jour,*  when  at  least  half  of  it  had  been  consumed  in  the  most  mise- 
rable torments,  the  consequence  of  his  vices, — '  et  c'est  avoir  fini  ' 
ce  beau  jour  mieux  qu'd  lui  n'appartenait/ 

We  still  owe  our  readers  a  few  particulars  of  the  rival  heroes  of 
French  philosophy,  and  with  these  we  shall  bid  adieu  to  this  enter- 
taining correspondence. 

The  history  of  Voltaire's  quarrel  with  La  Harpe,  as  recorded  in 
these  volumes,  tells  as  much  to  the  advantage  of  Voltaire's  genero- 
sity and  forbearance,  as  to  the  disparagement  of  the  other's  grati- 
tude and  honesty. 

Of  the  celebrated  Madame  Denis  the  following  account  is 
given. 

^  Cette  ni^ce,  que  sa  residence  aupr^s  de  son  oncle  a  rendue  c^l^bre, , 
est  veuve  d'un  commissaire  des  guerres  :  elle  a  passe  sa  jeunesse  a  Lille, 
o(i  son  mari  exer^ait  sa  charge ;  elle  jouaillait  autrefois  du  clavecin,  et 
passart  pour  habile  dans  le  temps  od  une  pi^ce  <le  Couperin  ou  de  Ra- 
meau^  ^ait'regard^e  comrae  le  chef-d'oeuvre  de  rexecution  musicalcr 
Di'eu  la  "fit  sans  esprit,  et  la  doua  d'une  ame  bourgeois©,  ornee  de  toutes 
les  qualit^s  assortissantes :  elle  est  ce  qu  on  appelle  dans  la  soci^t^,  une 
bonne  femme,  expression  qui  ne  suppose  aucune  vertu,  aucune  bont^ 
effectives.  La  nature  Tavoit  faite  pour  veg^ter  paisibleraent,  feire  sa 
partie  de  piquet  avec  les  commises  du  voisinage,  et  s'entretenir  des 
np^Mell^i^  insipides  du  quartier ;  mais  le  hasard  lui  ayant  donn^  pour 
Q|icl^  J^  .pcemiej:  homme  de  la  nation,  elle  a  appris  k  parler  de  belles- 
Ifttreg  ii\  de  theatre  comme  un  «erin  appxend  a  sifflcr.    Dans  le  temps 
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que  M.  de  Voltaire  6tait  u  Berlin,  elle  fit  une  com^die,  que  les  com^ 
diens  par  attacbeinent  pour  cet  horame  illustre,  ne  vpulurent  pas  jouer. 
Lorsque  la  Coquette  Corrigee^  de  feu  Lanoue,  parut  au  theatre,  Madame 
Denis  preteudit  que  les  plus  belles  situations, et  les  meilleui^s  vers  de  sa 
pi^e  Itti  avaient  ete  pillcs;  elle  a  fait  depuis,  pendant  sou  s6jour  a  Fer- 
ney,  une  tragedie  qu'elle  n'a  jamais  pu  faire  lire  k  son  oncle,  quelques 
instances  qu'elle  lui  en  ait  faites.* 

Voltaire's  famous  act  of  conformity  in  the  celebration  of  Easter 
at  the  parish  church  of  Ferney  in  the  year  I768, — an  act  elevated 
to  so  much  fanciful  importance  and  so  differently  spoken  of  accord- 
ing to  the  tempers  and  passions  of  the  relaters,  occupies  several 
pages  of  this  journal,  and  is  introduced  in  a  manner  not  very  reve-  / 
rent  indeed,  but  which  affords  a  tolerable  specimen  of  the  wit  of 
the  philosophical  circles  on  this  and  similar  occasions. 

*  Parmi  les  diffi^rentes  histoires  qu'on  a  d^bit^es  ici  depuis  deux  mois, 
8ur  le  compte  de  Tillustre  patriarche  de  Ferney,  il  y  en  avait  une  presquc 
proph6tique  et  d'ailleurs  trc^s-merveilleuse.  On  disait  que  M.  de  Vol- 
taire, se  promenant,  apr^  le  depart  dfe  Madame  Denis,  solitaireraent 
aux  environs  de  son  chateau,  avait  rencontr6  un  chartreux,  et  qu'aprh 
•'6tre  entretenu  avec  lui  fort  long-temps,  il  avait  quitt^  Ferney  eft 
secret,  et  s'etait  rendu  k  la  grande  chartreuse  k  Dauphin^,  pour  y  prendre 
I'habit  de  novice.  Ce  conte  ridicule  eut  I'air  d'une  prophetie,  lorsqu'on 
apprit,  peu  de  jours  apr^s,  que  M.  de  Voltaire  avait  fait  ses  pdques  le 
jour  de  Pdques  m^me  avec  toute  la  ferveur  d'un  proselyte  et  toute  la 
pompe  d'un  seigneur  de  paroisse.  II  avait  fait  venir  de  Lyon  six  gros 
cierges ;  et  les  faisant  porter  devant  lui  av^c  un  missel,  escorte  par  deux 
gardes-chasse  et  suivi  de  tout  son  nombreux  domestique,  il  s'est  rendu 
k  r6glise  de  Ferney,  oil  il  a  refu  la  communion  de  la  main  de  son  cure* 
Apr&  cette  c^r^monie,'  il  a  address6  aux  assistans  un  discours  palbe- 
tique  sur  le  vol.  Ce  discours,  commenpant  par  les  mots.  La  hi  xatureiU 
est  la  plus  aticimn£y  fit  d'abord  p4lir  tout  le  clerg^,  c'est  a  dire  le  cure, 
qui  le  representait ;  mais  Torateur  ne  disnnt  rien  que  de  irhs  chrctieni 
le  clerg6  se  remit  peu  h  peu  de  safray^eur.  L'oratcur  finit  son  discours 
^difiant,  en  fixant  des  yeux  un  de  ses  paysans  qu'il  soup9onnait  de  Tavoij: 
vole,  et  en  disant  que  les  voleui*s  etaient  obliges  h.  restitution  entre  les 
mains  de  leur  cure,  ou  bien,  s'ils  aimaient  mieux,  entre  les  mains  de 
leur  seigneur.  Le  discours  fini,  le  seigneur  de  Ferney  demanda  k  son 
cure  un  repu  de  tout,  et  reprit  avec  sa  procession  le  chemin  du  chd 
teau,  en  repassant  le  ruisseau  qui  le  scpave  de  I'^glise.' 

This  event  seems  to  have  spread  astonishment  and  consternation 
through  the  different  lodges  of  the  fraternity  in  all  parts  of  Europe, 
and  Madame  du  Deffand  wrote  instantly,  in  the  name  of  all  those 
of  Paris,  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  so  alarming  a  conduct 
Voltaire  answered,  with  the  most  perfect  ndivetiy  '  Qn'il  ne  sait 
pourquoi  on  fait  |ant  de  bruit  d'une  chose  si  simple' — but  a  letter 
of  his  to  the  Count  d'Argental  written  two  days  before  the  cere- 
mony took  place,  furnishes  a  better  clue  to  his  real  principles,  and 
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will  serve  at  the  same  time  as  a  pretty  easy  solution  to  most  of  the 
apparent  contradictions  that  involved  the  latter  years  of  his  life.     , 

'  *  Vousme  demandez  pourquoij'aicbez  moiuhjca^ite.  Je  voudrai* 
en  avoir  deux;  etsi  on  me  fdcbe,  je  me  ferai  coiiununier  par  eux  deux 
fois  par  jour.  Je  ne  icux  point  it  re  mart  if  r  a  mon  dge.  J'ai  beau  tra* 
vailler  sans  relache  au  siocle  de  Louis  XIV. ;  j  ui  beau  voyager  avec 
une  princesse  de  Babylone,  m'amuser  k  faire  des  tragedies  et  des  co- 
medies, ^tre  agricujteur  et  mapon, — ons'obstinek  m'imputer  toutes  les 
nouveautes  dangereuses  qui  paraissent.  II  y  a  un  M.  P.  k  Paris  qui 
fait  venir  toutes  les  brochures  imprimees  k  Amsterdam,  chez  Marc- 
Michel-Rey.  Ce  libraire,  qiii  est  celui  de  Jean-Jacques,  les  met  pro- 
bablement  sous  mon  nom.  II  est  physiquement  impossible  que  j'aie  pu 
%ufl[ire  k  composer  toutes  ces  rapsodies;  u'importe,  on  me  les  attribue 
pour  me  perdre. 

*  J'ai  lu  la  Relation*  dont  vous  me  parlcz.  Elle  n'est  point  du  tout 
moderce,  comme  on  vous  Ta  dit;  clle  me  parait  tr^s-outrageante  pour 
les  juges.  Jug^donc,  mon  cher  ange,  quel  doit  6tre  mon  etat.  Ca- 
lomnie  continuellement,  condamne  sans  Stre  entendu,-  je  passe  mes 
derniers  jours  daus  une  crainte  trop  fondle.  Cinquante  ans  de  travaux 
ne  m'ont  fait  que  cinquante  ennemis  de  plus;  et  je  suis  toujours  pr^t  ^ 
aller  chercber  ailleurs,  non  pas  le  repos,  mais  la  securite.  Si  la  na- 
ture ne  m'avait  pas  donne  deux  antidotes  excellens,  Uamour  du  travail 
etla  gaiete,  il  y  a  longlemps  que  je  serais  mort  de  dcsespoir.' 

Voltaire  carried  on,  for  several  years,  with  M.  Damilaville,  a 
clerk  in  a  government  office,  a  familiar  correspondence,  wbich  ter- 
minated only  with  the  death  of  the  latter.  The  best  portion  of 
this  correspondence  has,  we  believe,  been  published  in  the  differ- 
ent collections  of  the  works  of  Voltaire,  but  many  of  the  letters 
are  given  for  the  first  time  in  the  present  publication,  and  may  bo 
of  importance  to  some  future  biographer,  though  we  have  found, 
none  of  them  of  sufficient  interest  to  furnish  asy  extracts. 

This  friend  of  Voltaire's,  Grimm  says,  *  ne  ressemblait  pas  4; 
«on  correspondant ;'  he  had  neither  grace,  nor  liveliness,  nor  edu- 
cation, nor  knowledge  of  the  world.  ^  Le  Baron  d'Holbach  Pappe- 
lait  plaisamment  le  gobe-mouche  de  la  philosophie.'  He  was  to 
Voltaire  what  Grimm  himself  was  to  his  illustrious  employers,  the 
purveyor  of  Parisian  small-talk,  but  appears  to  have  been  indif- 
fereJitly  qualified  for  the  charge.  But  Voltaire's  native  genius  and 
appreheusion  more  than  amply  supplied  the  defects  of  his  corre- 
spondent. » 

We  must  now  take  our  leave  of  the  patriarch ;  and  it  is  perhaps 
time  that  we  should  bid  a  final  adieu  to  our  amusing  journalist ; 

*  He  alludes  to  an  account  of  the  affair  of  Abbeville,  where  the  Chevalier  de  La 
Barre,  a  young  officer,  was  beheaded  iu  tbe  year  X76b,  upon  a  chur^e  of  impiety. 
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but  we  are  still  detabed  by  a  few  passages  relative  to  the  life  and 
character  of  Rousseau;  (he  first  that  occurs  to  us  we  arer'the  less 
tvilting  to  pass  over,  because  it  is  coitnected  with  &e  names  of  two 
iery  celebrated  countrymen  of  our  own. 

*  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau  a,  fait  son  entree  dans  Paris  le  17  Dccembrt 
dernier  {1765),      Le  lendemain   il  s'est  rendu  au  Luxembourg  en 
hlibit  armenien ;  mais  comme  personne  n  etait  prevenu,  personne  n'a 
profit^  du  spectacle.    M.  le  prince  de  Conti  Ta  logfe  dans  Tenceinte  du 
Temple,  h,  rh6tel  de  St.  Simon,  od  le  dit  armenien  a  eu  tous  les  jours 
Bombreuse  cour  en  honunes  et  en  femm^.     II  s'est  aussi  proraene  tout 
les  jours  k  une  certaine  heure  sur  le  Sbulevart,  dans  la  p&rtie  la  plus 
^roche  de  son  logement.    Cette  affectation  de  se  montrer  en  public,, 
ians  n^cessit6y  en  d6pit  du  d^cret  de  prise  de  corps,  a  cboque  le  mi- 
nist^re,  qui  avait  c^d^  aux  instances  de  ses  protecteurs  en  lui  accord- 
ant la  permission  de  traverser  le  royaume  pour  se  rend  re  en  Angleterre. 
On  lui  a  fait  dire,  par  la  police,  de  partir  sans  autre  delai,  s^il  ne  vou> 
lait  pas  ^tre  arr^t6 ;  en  consequence,  il  quittera  Paris  samedi  4  Jan- 
tier,  accompagn^  de  M.  David  Hume,  qui  repasse  en  Angleterre,  mai^ 
qui  se  propose,  s'il  faut  Ten  croire,  de  revenir  passer  beaucoup  de 
temps  k  Paris.    M.  Hume  doit  aimer  la  France.    41  y  a  re^u  Taccueil 
le  plus  distingu^  et  le  plus  flatteur.    Paris  et  la  cour  se  sont  dispute 
Fhonneur  de  se  surpasser.     Cependant  M.  Hume  est  bien  aussi  hardi 
dans  ses  Merits  philosophiques  qu'aucun  philosopbe  de  France.    Ce  qu*il 
y  a  encore  de  plaisant,  c  est  que  toutes  les  jolies  femmes  se  le  sont  ar« 
jach6,  et  que  le  gros  philosgphe  ^cossais  s'est  plu  dans  leur  society. 
C'est  un  excellent  homme,  que  David  Hume ;  il  est  naturellement  se- 
rein, il  entend  finement,  il  dit  quelquefois  avec  sel,  quojqu'it  parle 
peu ;  mais  il  est  lourd,  il  n'a  ni  chaleur,  ni  grdce,  ni  agr^ment  dans 
Fesprit,  ni  rieu  qui  soit  propre  h,  s'allier  au  ramage  de  ces  channantes 
petites  machines  qu'on  appelle  jolies  femmes.     O  que  nous  sommes  ua 
dr61e  de  peuple ! 

*  Pour  revenir  h  Jean  Jacques,  voici  une  lettre  qui  a  couru  ^  Paris, 
pendant  son  s^jour,  et  qui  a  eu  un  grand  succ^s. 

"  Lettre  du  Roi  de  Prusse  H  M.  Rousseau. 

<<  Vous  avez  renonc^  k  Gen^e,  votre  patrie ;  vous  vous  ^tes  fai^ 
chasser  de  la  Suisse,  pays  tant  vante  dans  vos  Merits  ;  la  France  vous  a 
decr^t^ :  venez  done  chez  moi.  J'admire  vos  talens,  je  m'ami^e  de 
vos  reveries,  qui,  soit  dit  en  passant,  vous  occupent  trop  et  trop  long^ 
temps.  II  faut,  ^  la  fin,  ^tre  sage  et  heureux.  Vous  avez  fait  ftsse». 
parler  de  vous  pardessingularites  peu  convenables  k  un  veritable  grand 
homme.  Demontrez  k  vos  ennemis  que  vous  pouvez  quelquefois  avoir 
le  sens  commun ;  cela  1^  f&chera  sans  vous  faire  tort.  Mes  etats  voiis 
offrent  une  retraite  paisible ;  je  veux  vous  faire  du  bien,  et  je  vous  en 
ferai  si  vous  le  trouvez  bon ;  mais  si  vous  vous  obstinez  a  rejeter  mea 
secours,  attendez-vous  queje  nele  dirai  k  personne.  Si  vous  persisted 
k  vous  creuser  i'esprit  pour  trouver  de  nouveaus^  m^eurs^  choisissez- 
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tes  tels  que  vous  voudrez^  Je  suis  roi,  je  puis  vous  en  procurer  au  gr4' 
de  vos  soubaits ;  et  ce  qui,  s^rement,  ne  vous  arrivera  pas  vis-^vit 
de  vos  ennemis,  je  cesserai  de  vous  persecuter,  quand  vous  cesserec  d% 
viettre  voire  gloire  ^  T^tre." 

"  This  letter,  as  every  one  knows,  is  a  mere  mystification  of  the 
poor  philosopher.  A  few  months  after  we  have  the  following  ac-? 
count  of  its  consequences. 

'  M.  Rousseau  a  pris  tr^  au  grave  la  lettre  du  roi  de  Prusse,  fai* 
briqu^  k  Paris  par  M.  Walpole,  11  est  naturellement  port6  k  crom 
«ux  complots,  aux  noirceurs ;  ainsi,  selon  lui,  cette  lettre  couvre  ua 
grand  myst^re  de  la  plus  profonde  iniquity.  Tout  ce  myst^re  se  r^duit) 
ji  6gayer  un  peu  le  public  aux  depens  d'un  auteur  qui  u'est  pas  gai^ 
Si  le  monarque  preaait  les  choses  aussi  vivement  que  Tauteur ;  si  Fr6-* 
deric  etait  de  Thumeur  de  Jean  Jacques,  cette  lettre  pourrait  devenip 
lesujet  d'une  guerre  sanglante.  £Ue  a  6t6  imprim^e  en  frau^ais  et  euj 
anglais  dans  les  papiers  publics  de  Londres,  et  M.  Rousseau  vienfi 
4'ecrire  h  ce  sujet,  k  Vauteur  du  London  Chronicle^  la  lettre  suivante. 

<<  Vous  avez  manqu6,  monsieur,  au  respect  que  tout  particulier  doiC 
aux  t&tes  couronu^es,  en  attribuant  publiquement  au  roi  de  Prusse 
tine  lettre  pjeine  d'extravagance  et  de  m6cbancet6,  dont,  par  cela  seul^; 
vous  deviez  savoir  qu'il  ne  pouvait  ^tre  I'auteur.  Vous  avez  m^me  os4 
transcii^  sa  signature,  corame  si  vous  Taviez  vue  6crite  de  sa  main. 
Je  vous  apprends,  monsieur,  que  cette  lettre  a  6t6  fabriqu6e  k  Paris, 
et,  ce  qui  navre  et  d6chire  mon  coeur,  que  Hmposture  a  des  complicetf 
*n  Angleterre. — Vous  devez  au  roi  de  Prusse,  h  la  v6rite,  et  k  moi,' 
d'imprimer  la  lettre  que  je  vous  ^ris,  et  que  je  signe,  en  reparation 
d'une  faute  que  vous  vous  reprocheriez  sans  doute,  si  vous  saviez  dm 
^uelles  noirceurs  vous  vous  rendez  Tinstrument.  Je  vous  fais,  mon<< 
^Ur,  mes  sinc^res  salutations. 

Sign6  «  J.  J.  ROUSSEAU." 

The  history  of  the  rupture  between  Rousseau  and  Hume  i$ 
given  with  much  spirit,  and  we  cannot  help  entering  a  little  in- 
to it,  especially  a^  an  opportunity  is  afforded  by  the  censure  of  a 
Parisian,  for  renewing  our  charge  on  the  subject  of  Parisian  fri- 
ipolity. 

'  *  n  y  a  environ  trois  mois,'  (this  is  written,  Oct.  17760  *  qu'on  reput 
^  Paris  les  premieres  nouveiles  de  la  brouillerie  de  J.  J.  Rousseau  avee 
M.  Hume.  Excellente  p^ture  pour  les  ohik  I  Aussi  une  declaration 
de  guerre  entre  deux  grandes  puissances  de  T Europe  n'aurait  pu  faira 
plus  de  bruit  que  cette  querelle.  Je  dis  k  Paris ;  car  k  Londres,  oil  il  y  i^ 
des  acteurs  plus  importans  k  siffler,  on  sut^  peine  la  rupture  survenua 
cntre  Tex-citoyen  de  Geniiveet  le  pbilosophe  d*Ecosse;  et  les  Anglaia 
(urent  assez  sots  pour  s'occuper  moins  de  cette  grande  affaire  que  de  la 
formation  du  nouveau  ministcre  et  du  changement  du  grand  nom  de  Pitt 
«n  celui  de  comte  de  Chatham.  A  Paris,  toute  autre  nouvelle  fut  raye^ 
iio  la  list6  des  sujets  d'entretien  pendant  plus  de  huit  jours,  et  la  c61&- 
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brit6.des  deux  combattans  qoon  se  flattait  de  voir  incessamment  aax 
prises,  absorba  toute  i'attfention  du  public.  Les  partisans  de  M.  Rous- 
seau iurent  d'abord  up  peu  ^tourdjs  de'  ce  coup  imprevu,  et  il  surtint 
h  ses  devotes  des  migraines  effroyables.  Jusqu*^  ce  moment  toutes 
les  personnes  avec  lesquelles  M.  Rousseau  s'etait  brouille,  apr^  en 
Ay'"  repu  des  bienfaits,  et  il  n'y  en  a  pas  mal,  avaient  toujours  6te 
condamnees  dans  son  parti,  sans  autre  forme  de  proems.  Plus  ces  per- 
sonnes mettaient  de  reserve  dans  Feurs  procedes  envers  Tillustre  J.  J., 
Booins  elles  daignerent  s'en  plalndre,  plus  elles  etaient  sonp9onn6es,  et 
souvent  apcusees  assez  hautement  par  ses  devots  d'avoir  eu  des  torts 
essentiels  envers  lui.  On  ne  pouvait  prendre  la  m^me  tournnre  h 
r6gard  de  David  Hume.  La  joie  qu'on  avait  ressentie  de  sa  liaison  avec 
J.J.  6tait  trop  r^cente.  D'ailleurs,  la  droiture  et  la  bonbommie  de  M.- 
Hume ct^ient  trop  bten  ^tablies  en  France;  les  partisans  de  Mi* Rous- 
seau avaient  enx-m^mes  tant  vaiit6  la  cbaleuravec  laqueUeson  nouveau 
luenfciiteur avait  travailie  po^ir  lui  procurer  nn  sort  beureux  et  tranquille 
«n  Angleterre  !•  et  toot  h  coup  \e  bon  David  se  plaint  d'^re  outrage  par 
•on  ami  J.  J,  de  la  mani^re  laplus  singuli^re  et  la  plus  indigne !  Cette 
•venture  jeta  le  paFti  dans  une  ^trimge  perpl6xit6.' 

On  the  subject  of  the  publication  by  Hume  of  the  correspondence 
between  him  and  Rousseau,  in  the  advertisement  to  which  it  is  said 
that,  in  renderii^  their  dissension  public,  the  editor  has  yielded 
^ith  great  repugnance  to  the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  Grimm 
maked  an  excellent  remark  which  it  will  be  well  to  bear  in  mind 
under  all  similar  circumstances. 

*  En  eifet,  si  vous  ^tes  force '  de  plaider  votre  cause  devant  le  public, 
je  vous  plaindrai  detout  mon  coeur;  si  vous  vous  avisez  de  vous  soumet- 
tre  sans  n6cessite  h  sa  decision,  je  vous  trouverai  bren  sot.  Comptez 
que  sa  malignit6  ne  cherche  qu  a  rire  k  vos  depens,  et  qu'il  lui  est  fort 
indifferent  de  rendre  justice  k  qui  il  appartient.  Cette  indifi<3rence 
n'est  pas  m^me  si  oppos6e  k  I'Gquite  naturelle,  qu'on  ne  pukse  la  justi- 
lier;  car  de  quel  droit  vous  croyez-vous  un  personnage  assez  impor*. 
tant  pour  me  faire  perdre  mon  temps  avec  vos  tracasseries  ?'  ^, 

From  the  subject  of  this  warfare,  the  Baron  passes  to  hi^  own 
ancient  friendship  for  Rousseau  and  its  rupture,  and  deokres  the 
principles  by  which  be  had  subsequently  been  guided  in  speaking  .or 
writing  concerning  him.  He  then  puts  himself  in  the  situation  of 
Hume,  and  declares  how  he  should  have  acted  in  similar  circum- 
f tances.  For  the  sake  of  the  light  it  throws  upon  his  6wij  ^a« 
racter,  we  think  it  worth  while  to  transcribe  this  passage. 

*  En  consequence  de  mon  plan  de  conduite  que  je  suis  oblige  d^  re- 
garder  com  me  excellent,  sous  peine  de  cesser  d'^trie  moi,  voici  com- 
ment j'aurais  fait  k  la  place  de  M.  Hume,  qui  6tait  de  tout  point  aut)re« 
ment  avantageuse  que  la  mienne.  En  recevant  la  lettre  dotkce  ei  honnSite 
du  23  Juin,  h  laquielle  je  pouyais  et  devals  si  peu  m'attendre,  moi^gms 
David  Hume,  je  me  serai*  d'abord  ^ott6  les  yeux ;  eosuite,  restant  un 
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peu'^tourdi,  mon  regard  serait  devenu  aussi  fixe  et  aussi  prolonge  ipo 
ce  jour  h  jamais  terrible  et  memorable  oil  David  regarda  Jean  Jacques ; 
inais,  ce  mouvement  de  surprise  pass6,  j'auriais  mis  cette  lettre  dans  ma 
poche.  Le  ]endcmain,  j*aurais  ecrit  k  mon  ami  J.  J.,  pour  le  remer- 
Cier  de  la  bonne  opinion  dont  il  in'honorait^  et  de  la  couleur  qu'il  sa^ 
vait  donner  h  mes  services  et  h.  mes  plus  tendres  soins,  et  puis  jelui  aurai* 
souhaite  le  hon  soir  pour  toute  sa  glorieuse  vie.  Le  surlendemain,  je 
ny  aurais  plus  pense,  ou  si  j'en  avais  ressenti  quelque  peine  malgre  raoi, 
j'en  aurais  ecrit  h,  Madame  la  Coratesse  de  Bouraers  k  Paris,  pour  la 
remercier  de  m'avoir  eropit^  d'un  aussi  joli  sujel.  Mais  ni  le  surlende- 
main, ni  aucun  lendemain  de  Tannee,  je  n*aurais  cbnsenti  de  mettre  le 
public  dans  la  confidence  d'un  proems  qui  ne  iui  importe  en  aucunc 
mani^re/ 

•  Upon  the  whole,  the  publication  of  this  Correspondence  may 
be  regarded  as  having  completed  all  that  was  yet  wanting  to  our 
information  on  the  subject  of  Parisian  literature  during  tiie  last 
century,  and  as  having  added  to  the  list  of  its  most  eminent  cultivators 
a  wTiter  whose  name  indeed  was  sometimes  heard  of,  but  of  whose 
talents  the  world  was  entirely  ignorant,  except  so  far  a3  it  might 
choose  tp  take  on  credit  the  few  notices  respecting  it  to  be  found 
in  the  works  of  his  friends  and  contemporaries.  The  eighteenth 
century,  with  all  its  virtues  and  its  vice?,  will  be  familiarly  known 
to  posterity  in  its  portraiture ;  and  this  work  is  one  of  those  that 
Avill  long  preserve  the  minute  traits  which  constitute  the  accuracy  of 
the  resemblance.  ' 


Art.  X.    1.  The  School  for  WitSy  or  the  Cream  of  the  Je^ts ; 
-   selected  by  Ralph  Wewitzer.     8vo.  pp.  306.     Loudon.   Mil* 

ler.    1814. 
2.  The  Flowers  of  Witj  or  a  Choice  Collection  of  Bon  Mots,  both 
'  ancient  and  modern;  with  biographical  and  critical  Remarks: 
•    by  the  Rev.  Henry  Kett,  author  of  the  Elements  of  General 

Knowledge;  Kmily,  a  modem  tale,  &c.  &c,     2  vols.    I'imo. 

pp.  458.     London.     Lackington,  Allen,  and  Co.     1814. 

[AN  is  but  a  weak  creature ; — fatiguing  himself  and  his  fellows 
with  uunecessary  complaints,  and  perpetually  anticipating 
evils  which  may  never  happen.  If  a  great  genius  springs  up,  his 
admiration  for  such  a  phenomenon  is  immediately  checked  by  the 
galling  reflej^ion  that  when  once  the  present  wonder  is  no  more> 
tbd  chasm  left  by  its  loss  will  never  be  tilled  up.  The  old  are  but 
too  fond  of  tantalizing  and  torturing  the  rismg  generation  with 
/  »  E  3   .  euco- 
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t^coiniums  on  the  extraotdinary  men  atid  tlitngs  of  their  time,  and 
with  assurances  that  sUch  men  and  things  will  never  again  be  seeo. 
*rhey  are  continually  doubting  the  bounty  of  nature ;  and  it  must 
be  confessed  that  nature  takes,  in  general,  ample  revenge  of  their 
distrust.  We  have  been  led  into  these  grave  and  philosophical  re« 
flections  by  the  contemplation  of  the  two  works  before  us.  How 
often  hay^  we  heard  the  laudator  temporis  acii  whine  over  the 
praises  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Miller,  of  facetious  fame !  How 
often  heard  him  pronounce  wit^  aa  oracular  elevation  of  hand  and 
voice  diatnp  lofty  genius  wpuld  ever  arise  tp  serve  up  to  the  loverg 
of  mirih  and  fun  such  another  exquisite  treat  as  that  greal:  master 
had  provided  for  them  !  In  scorn,  however,  of  such  bodings,  the 
Rev.  Henry. Kett  is  risen  up  with  no  inglorious  prospects  of  sur- 
passing his  predecessor ;  nor  he  alone,  but  Mr.  Ralph  Wewitzer, 
with  equal  pretensions,  and  with  no  less  flattering  views  of  priority* 

There  is  concord  among  serpents,  but  not  among  wits  :  else  we 
do  not  see  why,  with  a  little  management,  tliis  merry  triumvirate 
might  not  contrive  to  squeeze  themselves  into  the  chair  of  the  two 
kings  of  Brentford,  where,  they  might  sit  close  packed  and  smiling^ 
*  and  smelling  to  one  nosegay;'  but  as  this  cannot  be,,  we^must 
endeavour  to  settle  their  respective  claims.  Mr.  Joseph  Miller  we 
suspect  to  be,  in  the  language  of  Horace,  an  ancient  good  and 
true :  he  is  of  course  exempt  from  our  jurisdiction,  which  can 
therefore  only  take  cognizance  of  the*  remaining  two. 

Mr.  Kett  enters  the  lists  '  with  a  bill  on  his  neck,'  declaring 
liimself  to  be  the  author  of  the  Elements  of  General  Knowledge, 
Emily,  et  caetera,  et  caetera ;  and  moreover  a  reverend  divine ;  and 
though  it  might  at  first  puzzle  some  people  to  discover  how  his  divi-. 
tJity  should  propel  him  to  the  compilation  of  a  Jest  Book,  yet  he 
himself  accounts  for  this  so  naturally  and  modestly,  that  all  amaze- 
ment at  his  enterprize  vanishes. 

*  If  an  apology  for  such  a  pursuit  as  this  should  be  thought  prq)er, 
to  soften  the  asperity  of  certain  fastidious  critics,  an  apology  may  easily 
be  urged.  The  compiler  of  this  work,  from  its  desultory  and  entertam- 
ing  nature,  found  it  calculated  to  employ  and  to  amuse  the  hours  of 
frequent  indisposition  ;  and  when  he  enjoyed  ji  better  state  jof  health, 
'it  served  as  a  relaxation  from  his  more  arduous  and  important  studies,  the 
tesults  of  which  are  laid  before  thepubtic.  Copsidered  in  this  latter  point 
of  view,  such  a  literary  pursuit  has  the  s^n.ctiou  of  most  respectabie 
examples,  Julius  Caesar  did  not  think  it  derogatory  to  hi$  talents,  his 
rank,  and  his  exalted  offices,  to  make  a  collection  of  apophthegms. 
Bid  not  Tacitus  the  philosophical  historian,  Plutarch  one  of  the  best 
iBoral  writers  of  antiquity,  and  Valerius  IVIaximus,  a  Roman  of  illu*. 
trious  family  and  high  military  distinction,  compose  similar  works?  Arid 
in  later  times,  have  not  Erasmus  the  great  critic  and  theolc^an,  .Cam- 
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den  the  most  erainept  antiquary,  and  Lord  Bacon  the  prince  of  rpodern 
philosophers,  diversified  their  studies,  and  added  to  their  reputaitioi)  by 
making  such  collections?  Can  it  be  thought  absurd  or  culpable,  thai 
a  student,  wearied  by  the  labour  of  instructing  others,  and  wishing  tb 
relax  from  the  severity  of  professional  pursuits,  should  seek  for  cicca- 
fiional  repose  of  mind  in  biography  and  miscellaneous  reading  ?'—'/in^r** 
duction,  p.  xviii. 

This  seems  to  us  so  satisfactory  an  answer  to  '  all.fastidious  ci- 
ties,* that  we  forbear  quoting  the  rest  of  the  apology ;  and  for  out 
own  part  we  feel  completely  touched  vrith  that  *  entliusiasm'  for 
jokes  which  Mr.  Kett  is  so  anxious  to  inspire.  From  persons  of 
enlarged  and  liberal  minds  he  hs^s  nothing  to  fear;  but  his  greatest 
enemies  will  be  those  dull,  e very-day  people,  who  come  with  com* 
mon  understandings  and  common  sense,  and  provokingly  expect  to 
£hd  the  same  qualities  in  what  is  set  before  them. 

But  we  pass  on  to  his  rival.  Mr,  Wewitzer  cpmes  forward  with 
no  addition  to  his  name  in  his  title-page,  but  takes  care  in  a  spirited 
and  highly  poetical  Dedication  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  to  inform  us  that 
lie  is  the  same  Wewitzer, 

. t  who  humbly  plays  his  part, 

•  ^  Though  vet'ran  in  the  Thespian  art/ 

There  is  perhaps  something  too  refined  in  Mr.  Wewitzer's  thus 
suppressing  his  attributes  from  our  first  glance,  and  we  are  free  tp 
confess  that  we  rather  approve  of  Mr.  Kett*s  open  and  ingenuous 
avowal  of  his  works,. notwithstanding  any  prejudice  that  may  be 
thereby  occasioned  to  his  present  undertaking.  Besides,  the  titU 
of  Mr.  Kett's  book  is  evidently  preferable  to  Mr.  Wewitzer's; 
there  is  on  the  one  hand  a  sort  of  mysterious  dread  (imbibetl  in  our 
earlier  days)  that  pervades  our  frames  at  the  very  viord  '  school ;' 
while  on  the  other,  there  is  something  so  delightfully  refreshing  in 
the  Jlorescent  appellation  of  Mr.  Kett's  volumes,  that  lilies  and 
larkspurs,  dandelions  and  daisies,  involuntarily  spring  up  before  us, 
at  its  enunciati6n. 

But  it  is  time  to  give  our  readers  some  insight  to  the  systems 
pursued  by  these  two  frisking  votaries  of  Momus.  Mr.  Wewitzer, 
in  an  elegant  and  sensible  preface,  sets  out  at  large  his  ideas  on  such 
an  undertaking ;  and  having  premised  that  ^  the  compiler  of  a  Jest 
'Book  puts  on  his  boldest  suit  of  mirth,  and  courts  laughter  in  its 
broadest  form,  which,  as  he  justly  adds,  is  his  great,  his  primary 
object,'  shews  distinctly  the  requisites  for  the  enterprize.  After  ^ 
few  novel  and  useful  observations,  the  leaf  turns  over,  and  the  great 
work  begins.  The  collection  is  well  arranged,  and  every  joke  Is 
aptly  intrpduced  by  a  short  sentence  explaining  its  nature  and  chd-^ 
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racjter*  About  the  middle  of  his  volume  he  presents  us  with  some 
'  Parisian  Jeu  d'Esprits/  (he  is  not  very  nice  ^bout  French  plurals  J 
£^  at  the  last,  we  are  enlivened  by  a  well-chosen  stock  of  epigrams 
and  epitaphs.  Of  the  author's  style  vi'e  thhik  it  needless  to  give  a 
-very  loi^  specimen,  and  shall  therefore  dismiss  Mr.  Wewitzer  with 
quotiiig  the  following  article,  not  as  one  of  the  newest  jokes^  but 
as  certainly  one  of  the  very  best  of  his  book. 

•  '  ^  Appropriate  Text. 

'*The  first  time  that  Mr.  Pitt  went  to  Cambridge  after  his  election 
for  the  university,  the  sophs  appeared  naturally  gaping  for  the  good 
•things  in  the  youthful  minister's  gift.  Dr.  Paley,  who  preached  before 
him,  chose  this  text:  "  There  is  a  lad  here  that  hath  two  barley-loaves 
and' three  small  fishes,  but  what  are  these  among  so  many  ?'" — p.  145. 

Whether  Mr.  Kett,  in  the  course  of  his  *  elegant  enjoyment,'  has, 
like  hisrival,  courted  laughter  with  much  diligent  anxiety,  he  does  not 
exactly  inform  us.  But  we  think  ourselves  warranted  in  assuring  him 
that,  if  such  be  the  case,  his  courtship  is  by  no  means  unsuccessful. 
He  is  rather  more  philosophical  in  the  arrangement  of  his  work, 
and  divides  his  regular  orthodox  jests  into  two  leading  branches. 
*  I.  Bon  Mots  referred  to  their  authors,  and  the  names  of  •those 
authors  alphabetically  arranged.  II.  Bon  Mots,  chiefly  anony- 
mous, of  various  descriptions,  sublime,  satirical,  humorous,  &c.  See* 
To  these  succeeds  an  appendix  of  puns,  with  sundry  Greek,  Spanish, 
French,  English,  and  Irish  Bulls.  We  own  we  looked  for  the 
usual  addition  of  '  Toasts  and  Sentiments,'  but  grieved  are  we  to 
say  that  neither  Mr.  Kett  nor  his  rival  has  favoured  us  with  this 
valuable  addendum;  and  we  leave  it  to  the  former  to  consider, 
-whether,  in  his  next  relaxation  *  from  more  arduous  and  important 
dnties,'  he  may  not  yet  *  add  something  to  his  reputation,'  (great  as 
the  present  w^rk  already  makes  it,)  by  so  creditable  and  useful  a 
production.  Tlie  work  contains  two  several  introductions;  the  one 
general,  and  the  other  exclusively  written  to. usher  in  the  puns. 
This  last  critically  analyzes  the  nature  of  purls,  marks  out  the  ge- 
nera, and  determines  the  species,  and  displays  considerable  logical 
perspicacity. 

In  his  Introduction  General  he  gives  the  following  admirable 
definition  of  wit;  a  thing  hitherto,  though  *  much  talked  of,  not  to 
be  defined.' 

*  Wit  may  be  considered  as  much  the  same  talent  as  genius.  Or  it 
may  be  said  to  be  that  species  of  genius  which  displays  itself,  not  in  long 
and  deliberate  compositions,  such  as  epic  poetry  and  tragedy^  but  in 
,the  short  ai^d  rapid  sallies  of  conversation.' — Introduction^  p.  v. 

This  is  excellent,  and  shews  the  futility  of  looking  for  wit  any 
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wliere  but  in  talk ;  and  as  wit  and  genius  are  Gomrertible  terms, 
let  no  one  henceforth  seek  for  genius  in  long  works. 

Mr.  Kett,  like  Mr.  Wewitzer,  introduces  his  jokes  (we  thank 
him  for  having  numbered  them,  as  \ve  are  now  enabled  to  inform 
our  readers  that  they  amount  to  886)  with  a  characteristic  title  ; 
^nd  as  the  first  crowd  of  bon  mots  are  ranged  under  the  names  of 
their  authors,  he  introduces  the  authors  themselves  with  several 
novel  and  sagacious  remarks.  He  observes  that  Arlstfdes  was 
surnamed  the  ^  Just;'  slightly  hints  that  Bias  was  one  of  the  seven 
was.e  men  of  Greece ;  ventures  an  opinion  that  Boileau  was*  pro- 
babli/  the  author  of  L'Art  Politique ;  and  declares  that  the  family 
of  the  Haddocks  were  very  remarkable  at  sea.  This  order  of  ar- 
rangement is  exceedingly  happy,  and  our  reverend  lover  of  .fun  has 
made  excellent  uj?e  of  it :  for  as  he  is  to  give  one  or  tvyo  bon 
.mots  of  one  particular  character,  he  usually  contrives  to  lay  before 
us  (not  the  best  as  some  thoughtless  people  would  have  done,  but) 
something  rather  meagre  and  mediocre,  and  by  stimulating  us  to 
find  out  better  things  for  ourselves  of  these  illustrious  personages, 
evidently  promotes  research  in  a  very  high  degree.  His  superiority 
over  his  rival  is,  indeed,  in  this  part  of  his  book,  very  conspicuous ; 
for  while  Mr.  Wewitzer  contents  himself  with  giving  the  precious 
morsels  to  *  a  wag,' — a  '  wicked  punster,' — an  *  unlucky  rogue,'  &c* 
Mr.  Kett  boldly  brings  forward  the  names  of  Fox,  Sheridan,  North, 
and  others;  and  this  too  in  the  very  same  jokes  that  his  rival  had 
loosely  appropriated  as  we  have  said;  it  being  observable. that  these 
two  authors,  or  compilers,  (as  they  modestly  call  themselves,)  have 
frequently  set  down  exactly  the  same  bon  mots. 

Put  to  come  to  the  point  proposed, — we  confess,  upon  the  whole, 
that  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  the  task  of  exactly  apportion- 
ing their  superiority,  and  we  heartily  wish  that  Plutarch  were  alive 
to  do  it  for  us.  Each  has  his  merits ;  but  Mr.  Kett  certahily  dis- 
covers rather  more  research  than  his  rival ;  having  collected  from 
the  highest  sources  to  the  lowest, — from  the  classic  pages  of  the 
Chferonean  sage  to  the  shop-window  of  Messrs.  Bowles  and  Carver 
in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard.  If,  therefore,  we  lean  (we  admit  the 
possibility  of  prejudice)  to  Mr.  Kett  rather  than  to  Mr.  Wewitzer, 
we  beseech  Mr.  Wev^itzer  to  take,  it  in  good  part,  and  to  consider 
with  what  dazzling  qualities  Mr.  Kett  steps  before  us ;  as  the  fellow 
of  a  college";  as  a  bachelor  in  divinity ;  and  to  crown  all,  as  the 
/  author  of  the  Elements  of  General  Knowledge,  Emily,  &c.  8cc.' 

*  See  Title  Voltaire,  Joke  636, 
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Art.  XL — 1.  The  Conair,  a  Tale.    By  Lord  Byron.   London; 

Murray.    1814.    8vo.    pp.  108. 
d.  Lara,   a  Tale.    London;   Murray.    1814.      Foolscap  8vo. 

pp.  128. 

TTTHEN  a  young  man,  of  a  lively  and  vigorous  mind,  is  once 
^  ^  fairly  possessed  by  tbe  demon  of  poetry,  he  can  no  longer 
be  considered  as  a  free  agent;  but  must  in  equity  be  absolved 
from  the  performance  of  any  resolutions,  which  he  may  have 
-formed  without  duly  weighing  the  uncertain  duration  of  his  sane 
intervals,  and  the  probable  recurrence  of  his  paroxysms  of  inspira- 
tion. It  was  therefore  without  very  poignant  feelings  of  alarm^ 
that  we  perused  the  dedication  of  Ae  Corsair,  in  which  Lord 
Byron  communicated  to  his  friend  Mr.-'Mbore,  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  his  intention  '  to  tempt  no  further  the  award  of  gods,  men, 
nor  columns.*  We  presumed  that  the  years  of  probationary  silence 
which  his  Lordship  then  meditated,  would  be  likely  to  be  curtailed 
of  their  usual  complement  of  weeks  and  days,  or  that  some  addi« 
tional '  last  words'  would  intervene  between  his  solemn  farewel  to 
.the press,  and  his  actual  abstinence  from  metre.  Such  abstinence, 
perhaps,  could  only  be  ensured  by  his  death,  and  possibly,  even 
then,  as  in  the  case  of  the  earlier  Orpheus,  *  the  vox  ipsa  et  fri- 
gida  lingua'  might  have  survived  the  remainder  of  his  person,  and 
•whispered  to  the  winds  and  floods  some  portion  of  what  is  now 
expanded  into  the  poem  of  I^ara. 

Why  this  work  has  been  published  anonymously,  and  why  it  hat 
been  ushered  into  the  world  in  company  with  the  highly  refined, 
'but  somewhat  insipid,  pastoral  tale  of  Jacqueline,  we  have  not 
been  told ;  but  as  we  are  authorized,  by  an  advertisement  prefifxed 
to  thb  oddly  assorted  couple  of  stories,  to  conjecture  that  Lara 
was  written  by  the  author  of  the  Corsair,  and  intended  as  a  sequel 
to  that  tale,  we  venture  to  include  them  both  in  the  same  article^ 
and  to  analyse  them  in  succession. 

The  scene  of  the  Corsair  is  laid  in  one  of  the  Cyclades,  and  the 
poem  commences  with  a  sort  of  song  intended  for  the  amusement 
of  the  crew  of  this  '  pirate's  isle'  during  tbeir  listless  hours  of  idle* 
ness  on  shore,  and  recommended  to  them  by  containing  an  encomium 
on  the  delights  of  a  mode  of  life,  which  offers  to  desperate  courage 
the  spoils  of  timid  industry.  We  quote  a  short  specimen  of  this 
song  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  what  we  conceive  to  be  an 
error  of  the  press. 

*  *•  Let  him  who  crawls  enamoured  of  decay, 
I  Cling  to  his  conucb,  and  sicken  years  away ; 

Heave  bis  thick  breath;  and  shake  his  palsied  head  ; 
Ours — the  fresh  tarf,  and  not  the  feverish  bed. 
.  -    .  Whift 
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While  gasp  by  gasp  he  &ulters  forth  his^oul, 

Ours  with  one  pang— one  bound — escapes  controuU 

His  corse  may  boast  its  urn  an^d  narrow  cave, 

And, they  who  loath'd  his  life  may  gild  his  grave  ; 

Ours  arc  the  tears,  though  few,  sincerely  shed, 

When  Ocean  shrouds  and  sepulchres  our  dead/' ' — p.  2r 

We  presume  that  the  word  turf  was  originally  written  surfp 
^because  the  sea  air  is  that  which  sailors  usually  breathe^  and  it  is 
beneath  the  surf  that  they  are  usually  buried. 

Wandering  along  the  beach,  carousing,  conversing,  or  busying 
themselves^  from  mere  impatience  of  repose,  in  cleaning  their  armS| 
repairing  their  boats,  but  frequently  suspending  their  occupations 
to  gaze  on  the  sea,  in  the  hope  of  descrying  some  incitement  to 
more  active  enterprise,  these  restless, pirates  are  at  length  gratij6e4 
by  the  distant  appearance  of  a  sail.  The  vessel  rapidly  nears  the 
shore:  she  no  longer  allures  them  with  the  prospect  of  affording  an 
easy  prize  to  their  valour,  but  soon'  s^ppears  equally  welcome  by 
exhibiting  the  blood-red  flag,  which  signalizes  tlie  armed  ships  of 
their  comrades. 

^  She  walks  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life^ 
And  seems  to  dare  the  elements  to  strife — 
Who  would  not  brave  the  battle-fire — the  wreck — 
To  move  the  monarch  of  her  peopled  deck  ?' 

She  anchors;  her  boat  is  manned;  its  crew  are  greeted  on  their 
arrival  by  the  loud  congratulations  of  their  comrades,  and  by  the 
jijiinxious  and  importunate  inquiries  of  the  females  whose  lovers,  or 
)>rother8,  or  husbands,  bad  encountered  the  perils  of  the  late  cruize* 
But  the  new  comers  may  not  wait  to  answer  tliese  questions.  Thej 
have  news  of  importance  which  they  must  instantly  communicate 
0  their  chief. 

*  Ascending  slowly  by  the  rock-hewn  way. 
To  where  his  watch-tower  beetles  o'er  the  bay,. 
By  bushy  brake,  and  wild  flowers  blossoming, 
.  And  freshness  breathing  from  each  silver  spring. 
Whose  scattered  streams  from  granite  basins  bursty 
Leap  into  life,  and  sparkling  woo  your  thirst; 
From  crag  to  cliff  they  mount — Near  yonder  cave^ 

'  What  lonely  straggler  looks  along  the  wave? 

In  pensive  posture  leaning^n  the  brand. 
Not  oft  a  resting-stafl'  to  that  red  hand  ? 
"  Tis  he — ^'tis  ('onrad — here — as  wont — alone. 
On — Juan!  on — and  make  our  purpose  known. 
The  bark  he  views — and  tell  him  we  would  greet 
His  ear  with  tidings  he  must  quickly  meet: 
We  dare  not  yet  approach — thou  know*st  his  mood. 
When  strange  or  uninvited  step  intrude." ' — pp.  7>  8. 

^''  Conrad^ 
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Conrad,  \vitb  a  slight  salute,  takes  the  letter  of  which  they  are 
tlie  bearers;  cuts  short,  by  p  single  word  of  reproof,  the  oral  intel- 
ligence which  they  are  desirous  to  communicate:  peruses,  without 
any  symptom  of' emotion,  the  written  tidings;  trimsmits  an  order 
on  paper  addressed  to  die  commander  Of  the  anchored  vessel;  and 
havmg  directed  that  every  thing  on  board  should  be  within  an  hour 
made  ready  for  a  second  cruize,  declares  his  intention  of  conduct- 
ing '  in  person  an  enterprise,  which  must  qom(pence  ia^mediately 
after  the  firing  of  the  evening  signal^^gun. 

Astonished,  but  over-awed ;  inQapable  ot  venturing  on  a  reply  to 
the  orders  of  Conrad,  though  ready  to. meet  every  peril  wliich  he 
tnight  think  fit  to  dictate  and  to  share,  bis  crew  departed  in  silence. 
^Hieir  obedience  was  instinctive  and  unlimited;  he  was,  in  their 
eyes,  a  mysterious  being,  bom  for  controul,  wliose  thoughts  no 
toian  could  fathom,  whose  soul  no  dangers  could  ;^ppal,  no  tempta- 
tions seduce,  no  hnman  adversary  resist.  His  form,  though .  robust, 
was  not  conspicuous  either  for^ beauty  or  majesty;  his, mien,  usually^ 
calm  and  cheerless;  his  lip  betrayed  the  biughtii\ess  of  bis ^ spirit; 
his  brow  was  dark  and  menacing;  his  glance  suspicious  and  inquisi- 
tive;  his  general  demeanour  cold  ami  repulsive,  but  capable  of 
fetesuming,  when  necessary,  tlie  rttbst  seductive,  forms  of  ceiirtesy. 
The  victim  of  early  improvidence,  and  early  disappoiptment,  dis- 
gusted with  mankind,  and  breathing  defiance  against  society  and  all 
its  laws,  he  had  sought,*  a^  the  instruments  of  bisyengeance,  those 
wretches  whose  minds  he  dazzled  and  suJMued  by  Uissupeiior  in- 
telligence. Vet,  through  this  course  of  outrage  and  injustice^ 
whilst  inflicting  on  the  innocent  the  injuries^which  he  had.  received 
from  the  guilty,  and  sufiering  from  the  conflict  of  his  own  passions, 
{>angs  far  more  intolerable  than  those  with  which  he  visited  others, 
he  still  retained  in  his  breast  one  passing,  which,  is  incompatible 
Avith  total  worthl^ssness.  .  , 

*\^et 'gainst  that  passion  vainly  stIH  hff  ^troive,     -     -^ 
And  even  in  him  it  asks  the  name  of  Lr)vel 
Yes,  it  was  love^ — unchangeable — unchunged^ — 
'■     Felt  but  for  cue  from  whom  he  never  ranged ; 
Though  fairest  ca]>tives  daily  ineihis  eye, 
He  shunn'd,  nor  sought,  but  coldly  pass'd  them  by  ; 
Though  many  a  beauty  droop'd  in  prisoned  bower, 
None  ever  sooth'd  Jris  most  unp;aaided  hour. 
Yes — it  was  Love^ — if  thoughts  of  tenderness, 
'Tried  in  temptation,  stiengthen'd  by  distress, 
Unmoved  by  absence,  firm  in  ev'^^ry  clime,     < 
And  yet — Oh  more  than  all  1 — -untired  by  time — 
Which  nor  defeated  hope,  nor  baffltjd  wile, 
Could  reiYder  sullen  were  »be  near  to  smil^,  • 
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Nor  rage  coold  fire,  nor  skkness  fret  to  veiit 

On  her  one  murmnrof  his  discofttent—  ' 

Which  still  would  meet  with  jo}\  with  calmness  part. 

Lest  that  his  look  oi' grief  should  reach  her  heait,; 

Which  nought  reinov'd — nor  menaced  to  remoye-:r 

If  there  be  love  in  mortals — this  was  lov^/ — pp.  15,  l6. 

The  intelligence  which  Coiirad,  when  exposed  to  tl^  observa- 
tiohs  of  his  men^  had  appeared  to  peruse  with  the  -most  perfect  ii> 
difference,  was  however  of  a  nature  to  stagger  even  his  firmues^. 
It  conveyed  to  hiofi  the  menace  of  iuimediate  destruction.  The 
Turkish  government,  whom  he  had  so  often  set  at  defiance,  had 
assembled  a  large  tieet  and  numerous  forces,  under  the  command 
V  of  Seyd,  a  brave  and  able  Pacha,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing,  at 
one  blow,  the  whole  power  of  the  pirates.  From  Coron,  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  a  very  few  hours  might  convey  the  Turks  to  th« 
island,  the  garrison  of  which  was  inadequate  to  sustain  a  protracted 
siege.  Of  the  two  \^ssels  which  Conrad  commanded,  one  wt» 
absent  on  a  ctuize.  TTius  beset  by  danger,  he  formed,  on  the  iiv 
stant,  and  almost  as  suddenly  executed,  the  audacious  project  of 
surpridng  the  enemy  during  their  present  security ;  of  setting  fire  to 
their  fleet  in  the  night,  and  e^en  of  seizing  by  stratagem  the  persoa 
of  the  Turkish  commander. 

•  The  severest  trial  of  his  feelings  was  still  behind.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  part,  perliaps  for  ever,  from  his  Medora,  the  only  object  of 
his  affection,  without  employing  the  few  short  moments  which  re* 
mained  of  his  stay  on  shore,  in  an  attempt  to  sooth  the  anguish  \\ath 
which  she  coiild  not  but  be  afflicted  during  his  absence.  He 
therefore  hastens  to  the  tower  which  she  inhabits,  is  arrested  at  the 
portal  by  the  plaintive  sounds  of  a  song  in  which  she  paints  her 
tnelandioly  forebodings,  and  then  entering,  with  a  forced  air  of 
cheerfulness,  affects  to  chide  her  for  thus  indulging  in  the  contem- 
plation ofcontingent,  but  improbable  miseries.     Shje  replies, 

*  "  Still  must  my  song  my  thoughts,  my  soul  betray: 
Still  must  each  accent  to  my  bosom  suit. 
My  heart  unhash'd-*-although  my  lips  were  mute  ! 
Oh  !  many  a  night  on  this  lone  couch  reclin'd, 
My  dreaming  fea|;  with  storms  hath  wing'd  the  wind. 
And  deem*d  the  breath  thatftiintly  fann'd  thy  sail — 
The  murmuring  prelude  of  the  ruder  gale ; 
Though  soft-^it  seem'd  the  low  prophetic  dirge 
That  mourn'd  thee  floating  on  the  savage  surge: 
Still  would  1  rise — to  rouse  the  beacon  fire,        •   • 
Lest  spies  less  true  should  let  the  blaze  expire; 
And  many  a  restless  hour  outwatchVl  each  star, 


And  morning  came^and  still  thou  wert  afar. 
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Ob !  how  the  chill  blast  on  my  bosom  blew. 

And  day  broke  dreary  on  my  troubled  view. 

And  still  I  gazed  and  gazed — and  not  a  prow 

Was  granted  to  my  tears — my  truth — my  vow  ! 

At  length — 'twas  noon — I  hail'd  and  blest  the  mast 

That  met  my  sight — it  near'd — Alas !  it  past  1 

Another  came — Oh  God  !  'twas  thine  at  last ! 

Would  that  those  days  were  over !  wilt  thou  ne'er^ 

My  Conrad !  learn  the  joys  of  peace  to  share  ? 

Sure  thou  hast  more  than  wealth — and  many  a  homtf 

As  bright  as  this  invites  us  not  to  roam : 

Thou  know'st  it  is  not  peril  that  I  fear, 

Fonly  tremble  when  thou  art  not  here; 

Then  not  for  mine — but  that  far  dearer  life. 

Which  flies  from  love  and  languishes  for  strife — 

How  strange  that  heart,  to  me  so  tender  still. 

Should  war  with  nature  and  its  better  will !"' — p.  ip. 

liFhe  necessity  for  their  immediate  separation  must  at  last  be  an-  i 
DOunced;  but  the  project  which  creates  that  necessity  is  too  fright^ 
ful  to  be  explained;  and  Medora  must  be  permitted^  for  a  while,  to 
^oubt  the  tidii^s  which  she  cannot  believe  without  asony ;  to  point 
out  the  apparent  absurdity  of  his  purpose;  and  to  aidner  persuasive 
doquence  by  all  the  means  of  seduction  which  female  tenderness 
can  furnish.  At  length  the  bugle  sounds,  and  the  sad '  adieu'  which 
falters  on  the  lips  of  Conrad  awakens  her  to  the  certainty  of  her 
Miisery, 

*  She  rose — she  sprung — she  clung  to  his  embrace. 
Till  his  heart  heaved  beneath  her  hidden  face. 
He  dared  not  raise  to  his  that  deep-blue  eye, 
That  downcast  droop'4  in  tearless  agony. 
Her  long  fair  hair  lay  floating. o'er  his  arms. 
In  all  the  wildness  of  dishevelled  charms; 
Scarce  beat  that  bosom — where  his  image  dwelt-tr 
So  full — that  feeling  seem'd  almost  unfelt! 
.  Hark — peals  the  thunder  of  the  signal-gun ! 
It  told  'twas  sunset— >and  he  curs'd  that  sun. 
Again — again — that  form  he  madly  press'd, 
Which  mutely  clasp'd — imploringly  caress'd  1 
And  tottering  to  the  couch  his  bride  he  bore, 
One  moment  gazed — as  if  to  gaze  no  morc-^ 
Felt — that  for  him  earth  held  but  her  alone, 
JKiss'd  her  cold  forehead — turn'd — is  Conrad  gone.?* 
XV. 
*  "  And  is  he  gone?"— ron  sudden  solitude 
How  oft  that  fearful  question  will  intrude ! 
*'  Twas  but  an  instant  past — and  here  he  stood  f 
And  now" — without  the  portal's  porch  she  rush'd-*- 
And  then  at  length  her  tears  in  fieedom  gusbV> 
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Big — bright — and  fast,  unknown  to  her  they  fell; 
But  still  her  lips  refus'd  to  send — "  Farewell!" 
For  in  that  word — that  fatal  word — ^howe'er 
We  promise — hope — believe — there  breathes  despair* 
O'er  every  feature  of  that  still,  pale  face, 
,  Had  sorrow  fix'd  what  time  can  ne'er  erase : 

The  tender  blue  of  that  large  loving  eye  f 
Grew  frozen  with  its  gaze  on  vacancy — 
Till — Oh,  how  far !  it  caught  a  glimpse  of  him — 
And  then  it  flow'd — and  phrenzied  seem'd  to  swim 
Through  those  long,  dark,  and  glistening  lashes  dew'd 
With  drops  of  sadness  oft  to  be  renew'd. 
"  He's  gone !" — against  Her  heart  that  hand  is  driven, 
'  Convuls'd  and  quick — then  gently  raised  to  heaven; 
She  look'd  and  saw  the  heaving  of  the  main ; 
The  white  sail  set — she  dared  not  look  again ; 
But  turn'd  with  sickening  soul  within  the  gate — 
**  Jt  is  no  dream — and  I  am  desolate !" ' — pp.  24 — 26. 

,  Conrad  rushed  forward  with  desperate  speed,  on  his  descent  t^ 
the  shore,  struggling  to  erase  from  his  mind  the  traces  of  that  scen«| 
which  had  been  so  deeply  and  so  lately  engraven  on  his  memory^ 
and  to  avert  his  eyes  from  those  dear  objects  which  the  frequent 
windings  of  the  path  almost  forced  on  his  attention;  and  though^ 
more  than  once,  compelled  to  hesitate,  and  nearly  to  relent,  was  at 
length  enabled  to  resume  his  firmness  at  the  sight  of  the  crowded 
shore,  the  unfurling  sails,  the  rising  anchor,  the  ready  boat,  which 
awaited  only  his  arrival,  and  the  blood-red  flag,  which  floated  on 
the  steady  and  favourable  breeze.  He  paused  but  for  a  moment 
to  calm  his  ruffled  brow,  to  recover  from  the  agitation  of  his  breath- 
less haste,  and  to  resume  that  high  and  haughty  aspect  which  repels 
the  familiarity  and  excites  the  awe  of  the  vulgar. 

After  writing  a  few  lines  of  instruction  to  the  officer  whom  he 
had  entrusted  with  the  guard  of  the  island,  and  also  some  hasty 
orders  to  be  communicated  to  the  commander  of  his  absent  cruizer, 
he  enters  his  boat,  is  conveyed  to  the  vessel,  and  after  a  short  and 
prosperous  voyage,  during  which  he  unfolds  to  his  second-in-com-> 
mand.the  minutest  particulars  of  his  intended  enterprise,  obtains  a 
^rfect  view  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  and  gliding  into  the  midst  of  it^ 
without  exciting  any  suspicion,  silently  establishes  his  ship  in  a 
station  which  leaves  him  in  little  doubt  of  hb  comj)lete  success. 

Canto  II. 

*  In  Coron's  bay  floats  many  a  galley  bright, 
Through  Coron's  lattices  the  lamps  are  bright ; 
For  Seyd,  the  Pacha,  gives  a  feast  to-night/ 

The  crewr^f  the  fleet  are  dispersed  on  die  shore,  and  revelling, 
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in  imitation  of  their  leader,  anticipate  the  triun>|^  of  the  morrow, 
and  share  in .  imagination  the  enormous  wealth  which  the  pirates 
have  accumulated  in  their  island.  The  chiefs  assembled  in  the  hall 
of  Sejd,  having  terminated  their  banquet,  have  resigned  themselves 
to  the  enjoyment  of  those  delights,  which  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  the 
sounds  of  a  monotonous  music,  and  the  voluptuous  motions  of  die 
dancing-girls  can  furnish.  A  slave  annouDces  a  dervise,  just  es- 
caped from  the  pirate's  island,  who  requests  admission,  and  is  im- 
mediately introduced.  A  long  loose  robe  of  green ;  a  lofty  cap 
surmounting  a  profusion  of  sable  locks ;  a  face  which  bears  the 
marks  of  severe  and  continued  penance,  and  a  general  air  of  feeble- 
ness and  melancholy,  indicate  the  self-devoted  victim  of  rel^ious 
aus^rity.  Though  his  eye  bespeaks  the  apathy  produced  by  a  hfe 
of  solitude,  it  betrays  no  embarrassment,  but  steadily  meets  the 
gaze  of  the  Pacha  and  the  assembled  chiefs:  he  replies  to  the  ques- 
tions which  are  put  to  him,  with  calmness  and  precision,  and,  after 
a  time,  having  bestowed  his  blessing  on  the  assembly,  requests  leave 
to  depart,  alleging  his  extreme  weakness,  in  consequence  of  long 
continued  hunger  and  want  of  rest.  Seyd  however  sternly  com* 
mands  him  to  remain,  for  the  purpose  of  answering  further  in- 
quiries, when  his  strength  shall  have  been  restored  by  the  food 
which  will  be  immediately  set  before  him. 

A  slight  and  momentary  flush  of  resentment  which  was  excited 
in  the  cheeks  of  the  holy  man  by  this  act  of  proud  and  obtrusive 
benevolence,  passed  unnoticed  by  the  pacha ;  but  the  air  of  indif- 
ference and  of  disgust  with  which  the  famishing  man  surveyed  the 
proflfered  banquet,  and  even  abstained  from  tasting  the  salt,  that 
almost  sacred  emblem  of  hospitality,  awakened  his  surprise,  and 
perhaps  his  suspicions.  These,  however,  had  begun  to  yield  to  the 
nrmness  with  which  the  dervise  defended  his  conduct,  on  the  plea 
of  those  vows  which  restricted  him  to  the  sole  use  of  roots  and 
water,  and  prohibited  him  from  any  but  a  solitary  repast,  when 
a  sudden  blaze  of  light,  arising  from  the  conflagration  of  the  fleets 
at  once  explained  to  Seyd  the  simulated  character  of  his  guest, 
whom  he  instantly  urged  his  attendant  slaves  to  seize  and  put  t* 
lleath. 

*  Up  rose  the  Dervise  with  that  hurst  of  light, 
Nor  less  his  change  of  form  appalFd  the  sight : 
Up  rose  the  Dervise — not  in  saintly  garb. 
But  like  a  warrior  bounding  from  his  barb,  ' 

t)ash'd  his  high  cap,  and  tore  his  robe  away — 
Shone  his  mail'd  breast,  and  flash'd  his  sabre's  ray  ! 
His  close  but  glittering  casque,  and  sable  plume, 
More  glittering  eye,  and  black  brow's  sabler  gloom. 
Glared  on  the  Moslems'  eyes  some  Afrit  sprite. 
Whose  demon  death-blow  left  no  hope  for  fight* 
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The  wild  confusion,  and  the  swarthy  glow 

Of  flataes  on  high,  and  torches  from  below; 

The  shriek  of  terror,  and  the  mingling  yell— 

For  sWords  began  to  clash,  and  shouts  to  swell. 

Flung  o'er  that  spot  of  earth  the  air  of  hell  I 

Distracted  to  and  fro  the  flying  slaves 

Behold  but  bloody  shore  and  nery  waves  \ 

Nought  heeded  they  the  Pacha's  angry  cry, 

They  seize  that  Dervise ! — seize  on  Zatanai ! 

He  saw  their  terror — check'd  the  first  despair 

That  urged  him  but  to  stand  and  perish  there, 

Since  far  too  eafly  and  too  well  obey'd, 

The  flame  was  kindled  ere  the  signal  made ; 

He  saw  their  terror — from  his  baldric  drew 

His  bugle — brief  the  Wast — but  shrilly  blew, 

Tis  answered — "  Well  ye  speed,  my  gallant  crew ! 

Why  did  I  doubt  their  quickness  of  career!^ 

And  deem  design  had  left  me  single  here?"' — p.  38,  39. 

The  attendants  of  the  Pacha  fall  beneath  the  sword  of  their 
single  assailant,  without  the  power  or  thought  of  resistance  ;  the 
pirates  are  within  the  gates  of  the  haram ;  they  burst  into  the  Iiall ; 
and  Seyd  himself,  bewildered  by  th^  suddenness  and  appalled  by 
the  extent  of  the  calamity,  is  indignantly  compelled  to  seek  his 
safety  in  flight. 

Conrad,  with  a  view  to  render  the  confusion  of  his  enemies 
irremediable,  orders  his  men  to  fire  the  palace  and  the  city;  and 
bad  he  persevered,  amidst  the  general  cotiflagration,  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  distracted  antagonist,  his  success  would  have  been  certain  : 
but  at  this  critical  moment  the  piercing  cry  of  female  voices  ap- 
prized him  that  the  flames  had  reached  the  inner  recesses  of  the 
haram,  and  the  lover  of  Medora  forgot  in  an  instant  his  own  peril 
and  that  of  his  followers.  Leading  those  followers  through  the 
flames,  from  which  the  guardians  of  the  haram  had  fled  with  dis-* 
may,  he  rescues  the  imprisoned  beauties  from  their  fate,  and  con- 
veys them  to  a  place  of  security.  But  scarcely  has  he  dispelled 
their  alarms,  when  he  perceives  that  by  providing  for  their  safety 
he  has  sacrificed  his  own.  Seyd,  having  had  leisure  to  recover  his 
presence  of  mind,  and  to  observe  the  very  disproportioned  force  of 
his  assailants,  rallies  the  fugitive  Turks;  inspires  them  with  his  own 
feelings  of  indignation  and  vengeance ;  assaults  the  pirates  on  all 
sides,  ^nd,  after  a  desperate  conflict,  finally  overwhelms  them  by 
superior  numbers. 

This  combat  took  place  immediately  under  the  eye  of  the  haram 
queen,  the  favourite  mistress  of  the  Pacha, 

*  The  dark-eyed  lady,  young  Gulnare.' 
VOL.  XI.   NO,  XXII.  F  F  »  The 
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Tbe  unutterable  dismay  lyith  which  the  first  appearance  of  Con- 
tsid  had  impressed  her,  when^  besmeared  with  blood  and  blackened 
witli  smoke^  he  had  seized  aod  carried  her  off  amidst  tbe  screams 
of  her  attendants  and  companions,  had  given  way  to  feelings  of 
gratitude  and  admiration.  The  courtesy ,  and  gentleness,  and  re* 
specty  with  which  he  treated  a  helpless  female  whom  he  had 
snatched  from  destruction,  formed  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
selfish  arrogance  of  her  Turkish  lord.  She  could  tiot  behold  with- 
out emotion  the  fate  which  now  evidently  impended  over  her  gallant 
deliverer.  She  saw  him  vainly  endeavouring  to  succour,  or  to  unite 
his  few  surviving  comrades ;  exposing  his  own  breast,  with  an  air 
of  savage  joy,  to  the  weapons  of  his  numerous  assailants ;  gradu- 
ally sinking  under  fatigue  and  loss  of  blood,  and  even  when  finally 
overpowered,  still  looking  defiance  on  those  whom  his  arm  could 
no  longer  reach.  Never  had  she  felt  less  disposed  to  sympathize 
in  the  triumphs  of  her  haughty  lord  than  at  the  moment  when  the 
shouts  of  the  multitude  announced  the  sentence  of  death  on  die 
stake,  which  he  had  passed  on  his  brave  prisoner. 

A  surgeon  was  sent  to  bind  up  the  wounds  of  Conrad,  for  the  ^ 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  support  for  as  long  a  time,  and  to  feel 
ai  acutely  as  possible,  the  series  of  torture  to  which  he  was  des- 
tined ;  and  the  Corsair  was  then  left,  in  chains,  to  meditate  on  the 
changes  which  a  single  hour  (for  little  more  had  elapsed  since  hii 
arrival  in  the  bay)  had  produced  in  the  state  of  his  fortunes. 

His  prison-room  was  at  the  summit  of  the  lofty  and  massive 
tower^  which  had  alone  survived  the  conflagration  of  the  palace, 
and  which  at  present  contained  the  Pacha  and  the  remnant  of  his 
court.  The  retrospect  of  a  life  which  hb  conscience  now  severely 
condemned ;  the  prospect  of  the  horrid  death  by  which  his  excesses 
were  to  be  atoned;  the  loss  of  power,  of  wealth,  of  glory;  and, 
above  all,  the  sense  of  the  misery  which  his  fate  nmst  inflict  on 
the  sympathizing  Medora,  combined  to  agonize  his  mind.  But  the 
utter  absence  of  all  hope  and  all  resource,  co-operating  with  iuto- 
lerable  lassitude,  at  length  blunted  his  feelings,  and  plunged  hioi 
iUto  a  dull  and  torpid  slumber. 

*  He  slept  in  calmest  seeming — for  his  breath 
M^as  hush'd  so  deep — Ah !  happy  if  in  death ! 
He  slept — Who  o'er  his  placid  slumber  bends  ? 
His  foes  are  gone — and  here  he  hath  no  friends ; 
Is  it  some  seraph  sent  to  grant  him  i^race  ? 
No,  'tis  an  earthly  form  with  heavenly  face ! 
Its  white  arm  rais'd  a  lamp — yet  gently  hid, 
Lest  the  ray  flash  abruptly  on  the  lid 
Of  that  clos'd  eye,  which  opens  but  to  pain. 
And  once  unclosed — but  once  may  close  agaia*     > 
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That  form,  with  eye  so  dark,  and  cheek  so  fair,    * 

And  auburn  w^ves  of  gemm'd  and  braided  hair; 

With  shape  of  fairy  lightness-snaked  foot. 

That  shines  like  snow,  and  falls  on  earth  as  mute — 

Through  guards  and  dunnest  night  how  came  it  therel 

Ah  !  rather  ask  what  will  not  woman  dare  ? 

Whom  youth  and  pity  lead  like  thee,  Gulnare ! 

She  could  not  sleep — and  while  the  Pacha's  rest 

In  muttering  dreams  yet  saw  his  pirate-guest^ 

She  left  his  side — his  signet  ring  she  bore, 

Which  oft  in  sport  adorned  her  hand  before — 

And  with  it,  scarcely  guestion'd,  won  her  way 

Through  drowsy  guards  that  must  that  sign  obey/— p.  50, 51* 

Dazzled,  however,  by  the  light,  he  wakes,  and  beholds  the  beau- 
teous visiou  which  is  bending  over  him,  ^ith  no  less  astonishment 
than  that  ^ith  which  she  contemplates  the  tranquillity  of  his  re- 
pose. To  her  thanks  for  the  life  which  he  had  saved ;  to  a  pro- 
mise of  obtaining  for  him  a  short  respite  of  his  sentence ;  and  to 
her  expressions  of  regret  that  his  present  weakness  must  disable 
him  from  profiting  by  any  means  of  escape  which  ^he  at  her  own 
peril  might  devise  for  him,  he  answers  in  a  tone  of  careless  an4 
almost  sportive  indifference  respecting  the  fate  which  awaits  him^ 
adding  however — 

*  "  Yet  there  is  one — to  whom  my  memory  clings. 
Till  to  these  eyes  her  own  wild  softness  springs. 
My  sole  resources  in  the  path  I  trpd 
M'ere  these — my  bark— my  sword — my  love — my  God! 
The  last  I  left  in  youth — he  leaves  me  now — 
And  Man  but  works  his  will  to  lay  me  low. 
I  have  no  thought  to  mock  his  throne  with  prayer 
Wrung  from  the  coward  crouching  of  despair, 
It  is  enough — I  breathe — and  I  can  bear. 
My  sword  is  shaken  from  the  worthless  hand 
Thnt  might  have  better  kept  so  true  a  brand ; 
,  My  bark  is  sunk  or  captive — but  my  love — 
For  her  in  sooth  my  voice  would  mount  atpve :  • 
Oh !  she  is  all  that  still  to  earth  can  bind — 
And  this  will  break  a  heart  so  more  than  kind, 
And  blight  a  form — till  thine  appeared,  Gulnare ! 
Mine  eye  ne*er  ask'd  if  others  were  as  fair?" 

'*  Thou  lov'st  another  then  ? — but  what  to  me 
Is  this — 'tis  nothing — nothing  e'er  can  be: 
But  yet — thou  lov'st — and — Oh  !  I  envy  those 
Whoke  hearts  ^n  hearts  as  faithful  can  repose. 
Who  never  feel  the  void — the  wandering  tbou^t 
That  «ighs  a  er  visions — such  as  mine  hath  wrought." '-p.  54iy55. 
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Without  ufgiog  any  claim  to  a  heart  thus  confessedly  pre-occi»- 
pied,  Gulnare  takes  care  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  Conrad  the 
extreme  reluctance  with  which  sne  submits  to  the  passion  of  Seyd, 
— a  reluctance  which  nothing  but  the  hope  of  achieving  his  delive- 
rance could  now  induce  her  to  dissemble.  She  then,  after  re- 
peating her  promise  to  procure  at  least  one  day's  delay  of  his  exe-* 
cution,  presses  his  haucf  to  her  heart, — drops  a  parting  tear  on  the 
chains  which  fetter  it, 

^  And,  noiseless  as  a  lovely  dream,  is  gone/ 
Canto  III. 
The  three  days  which  Conrad,  on  his  departure,  had  fixed  as  the 
period  of  his  return,  were  now  elapsed.  The  weather  had  been 
uniformly  propitious  :  the  cruizer  commanded  by  Anselmo,  (Con- 
rad's lieutenant,)  bad  returned,  in  safety,  on  the  second  day,  but  re- 
lumed without  bringing  any  intelligence:  some  doubt  and  anxiety 
{>revailed  throughout  the  island  ^  and  Medora,  whose  hopesr  had 
ong  been  obscured  by  the  most  fatal  prognostics,  was  no  longer 
able  to  repel  the  conviction  that  those  prognostics  had  been  finally, 
realized.  The  darkness  of  night  had  closed  the  long  series  of  her 
expectations  and  disappointments  :  her  eyes  were  strained  in  vain 
to  behold  from  her  watch-tower  the  distant  horizon  ;  and,  im|iija- 
tient  of  her  present  feverish  suspense,  she  sought,  by  descending  to 
the  beach  to  obtain,  not  indeed  a  fresh  source  of  hope,  but  at 
least  an  earlier  confirmation  of  her  calamity. 

*  And  there  she  wandered,  heedless  of  the  spray 
That  dash'd  her  garments  oft,  and  warn'd  away. 
She  jsaw  not,  felt  not  this ;  nor  dared  depart ; 
Nor  deemed  it  cold — her  chill  was  at  her  heart.' 

She  has  indeed  justly  forboded  the  event  which  consigns  her  to 
utter  despair.  A  shattered  boat,  manned  by  a  few  feeble  and 
bleeding  wretches,  the  remnant  of  that  gallant  crew  which  Conrad 
had  lately  headed,  is  cast  upon  the  shore.  Scarcely  conscious  by 
what  means  they  had  themselves  escaped  and  survived  the  loss  of 
blood  and  the  long  want  of  food  during  their  tedious  navigation, 
they  were  only  able  to  tell,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  frantic 
Medora,  that  only  one  of  their  number  had  seen  their  intrepid  chief 
still  alive,  but  bleeding,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

"  The  feverish  strength  which  Medora  had  derived  from  the  war  of 
her  contending  feelings  was  now  crushed  at  once.  She  dropped 
senseless  at  the  feet  of  the  narrator ;  and  the  stroke  of  death  was 
with  difficulty  averted  by  the  pity  of  the  bystanders,  who  snatched 
her  from  the  waves,  and  consigned  her  to  the  care  of  her  female 
attendants.  The  toil-spent  mariners  then  proceeded  to  convey  to 
Anselmo  and  his  crew  the  tidings  of  their  late  fatal  enterprise ;  and 
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it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  survivors  of  Conrad  should 
make  a  last  effort  to  rescue  him  if  living,  or  to  revenge  him  if 
dead. 

Meanwhile^  Gulnare  had  made  every  possible  exertion  to  pro- 
cure the  liberation  of  Conrad.  Though  well  acquainted  with  the 
savage  and  vindictive  spirit  of  Seyd,  she  had  hopes  of  subduing  his 
cruelty  by  an  appeal  to  his  avarice  :  she  dwelt  with  great  address 
on  the  treasures  which  the  Corsair  M^as  likely  to  have  «nassed;  and 
which  might  be  extorted  from  him  as  the  price  of  his  ransom :  sh« 
represented  the  total  incapacity  of  Conrad  when  thus  impoverished 
to  resist  for  a  moment  the  power  of  a  mighty  and  victorious.  Pacha ; 
and  she  urged  the  policy  of  delaying  the  gratification  of  immediate 
but  unprofitable  vengeance,  when  the  spoils  of  the  victim  could 
only  thus  be  secured,  and  when  his  ultimate  punishment  was  almost 
equally  certain.  But  she  was  not  aware  of  all  the  motives  which 
contributed  to  Seyd's  unrelenting  thirst  for  revenge.  The  weakness 
of  her  influence,  and  the  danger  of  renewing  her  solicitations,  were 
9Dade  manifest  to  her  by  the  following  sarcastic  answer  i-^ 

*  "  Fair  suitor ! — to  thy  virtuous  gratitude. 

That  thus  repays  this  Giaour's  relenting  mood. 

Which  thee  and  thine  alone  of  all  could  spare, 

No  doubt — regardless  if  the  prize  were  fair, 

My  thanks  and  praise  alike  are  due — now  hear ! 

1  have  a  counsel  for  thy  gentler  ear : 

I  do  mistrust  thee,  woman !  and  each  word 

Of  thine  stamps  truth  on  all  Suspicion  heard* 

Borne  in  his  arms  through  fire  from  yon  Serai — 

Say,  wert  thou  lingering  there  with  him  to  fly?  .      l\ 

Thou  need'st  not  answer— thy  confession  speaks, 

Already  reddening  on  thy  guilty  cheeks; 

Then,  lovely  dame,  bethink  thee !  and  beware :  ^    ? 

^is  not  hk  life  alone  may  claim  such  care ! 

Another  word  and — nay — I  need  no  more. 

Accursed  was  the  moment  when  he  bore 

Thee  from  the  flames,  which  better  far — but — no — 

I  then  had  mourn'd  thee  with  a  lover  s  woe— r 

Now  'tis  thy  lord  that  warns — deceitful  thing  ! 

Know'st  thou  that  I  can  clip  thy  wanton  wing? 

In  words  alone  I  am  not  wont  to  chafe  : 

Look  to  thyself — nor  deem  thy  falsehood  safe!" ' — p.  70, 71- 

It  was  not  to  the  intercession  of  Gulnare  that  Seyd  had  granted 
a  temporary  respite  to  his  captive.  He  had  considered  that  the 
tumult  of  Conrad's  mind,  excited  by  the  recent  combat,  might  steel 
his  indignant  spirit  against  the  fear,  or  sense  of  pain ;  and  that  the 
fever  produced  by  his  wounds  might  hasten  the  approach  of  death. 
He  thought  that  the  hourly  anticipation  was  capable  of  being 

F  F  3  rendered 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44<^  XiOrd  Byron^s  Corsair^  and  Lard.  Ju  ly, 

rendered  far  more  intolerable  than  the  infliction  of  torture ;  ntkd  he 
brooded^  with  malignant  joy,  over  the  pangs  M'hich  every  nom^ 
of  protracted  suspense  was  heaping  upon  his  victim.  His  saga- 
cious malignity  did  not  deceive  him.  The  hcnrid  visions,  with 
which  imagination  filled  up  every  minute  of  those  long  lingering 
hours  which  the  Corsair  passed  in  darkness  and  solitude,  did  try,  to 
the  utmost,  his  powers  of  enduraiKe;  but  he  continued  to  endure 
in  proud  and  sullen  silence.  Four  days  had  elapsed  without  pro- 
ducing a  visit  from  Guloare,  but  it  was  some  relief  to  his  soul  that 
the  irksome  stillness  of  his  dungeon  was  now  interntpted  by  the 
hollow  murmurs  of  an  approaching  tempest.  Whilst  listeniitg  to 
the  roar  of  the  distant  waves,  and  to  the  shrill  blasts  of  wind,  he 
forgot,  for  a  moment,  that  these  sounds  no  longer  summoned  him 
to  die  exertion  of  vigilance  and  activity ;  and  fancy  restored  htm 
to  the  scenes  with  which  he  had  been  long  familiar.  The  illusion^ 
indeed,  did  not  last  beyond  the  instant :  but  he  again  fdt  a  short 
cessation  of  pain  when  a  near  and  long  chip  of  thunder,  which 
shook  his  turret  to  its  foundations,  was  followed  by  quick  and  vivid 
lightning. 

'  He  raised  his  iron  hand  to  heaven,  and  prayed 
One  pitying  flash  to  mar  the  form  it  made : 
His  steel  and  impious  prayer  attract  alike — 
The  storm  rolFd  onward  and  disdained  to  strike ; 
Its  peal  waxed  fainter — ceased — he  felt  alone;. 
As  if  some  faithless  friend  had  spurn'd  his  groan  T 

Soon  after  midnight  the  light  step  of  Gulnare  was  heard  at  his 
door.  Her  cheek  was  pale ;  her  glance  hurried ;  and  her  voice 
tremulous :  she  came  to  announce  the  order  which  had  just  been 
issued  for  his  execution,  and  to  offer  him  the  means  of  escape. 

Conrad,  however,  is  now  prepared  for  his  fate,  and  deprecates 
her  further  interference  in  his  favour.  He  listens,  with  little  emo- 
tion, to  the  eloquence  with  which,  after  reluctantly  avowing  a  pas- 
sion without  bounds  though  without  hope,  she  claims  a  participa- 
tion in  his  danger,  and  urges  him,  by  the  recital  of  Seyd's  unjust 
suspicions,  of  the  insults  by  which  he  had  provoked,  and  of  the 
*  denunciation  of  death  with  which  he  had  menaced  her,  to  accept 
the  poignard  which  she  offers,  and  ,to  revenge  her  wrongs,  by  the 
death  of  her  tyrant.  His  guards  are  gained  over  to  her  interest, 
and  a  Mainote  vessel  is  ready  to  sail  at  her  orders ;  but  the  only 
outlet  to  the  castle  leads  through  the  chamber  where  the  Pacha  is 
now  sleeping.     He  must  wake  no  more. 

Gulnare  finds,  with  surprise,  that  the  outlaw  whom  she  has 
laboured  to  save,  feels  nothing  but  degradation  at  her  proposal ; 
and  that  after  indignantly  rejecting  the  weapon,  and  bidding  her 
ferewell^  he  prepares  to  resign  himself  to  repose.     But  she  does 
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not,  therefore,  shrink  from  her  purpose.  She  paints  to  him  the 
tortures  which  await  him  ;  declares  her  resolution  not  to  witness, 
without  sharing  them ;,  and  vindicates  the  justice,  by  the  necessity 
of  the  deed,  which,  in  consequence  of  his  refusal,  she  is  herseNT 
compelled  to  undertake. 

*  Corsair !  we  meet  in  safety  or  no  more; 
If  errs  my  feeble  hand,  the  morning  cloud 
Will  hover  o  er  thy  scaffold,  and  my  shroud/ 
Conrad,  collecting  his  chains  so  as  to  stifle  their  sound,  can* 
tiously  followed  her  steps,  down  tlie  dark  and  winding  staircase,  till 
he  arrived  at  an  open  gallery ;  at  the  extremity  of  which  he  descried 
a  faint  ray  of  light,  which  issued  through  the  aperture  of  a  door 
imperfectly  closed.  It  was  suddenly  thrown  open,  and,  with  a 
hasty  and  disordered  step,  Gulnare  advanced  to  meet  him.  Her 
face  and  bosom  were  wholly  veiled  by  her  dark  and  flowing  haii- : 
she  paused;  started;  eagerly  brushed  away  the  locks  from  her 
forehead;  and  in  so  doing  left  on  her  pale  skin  a  purple  spot,  which 
the  Corsair,  stem  as  he  was,  could  not  survey  without  horror  and 
disgust.  Mankind  he  considered  as  instinctively  cruel;  as  formed 
to  become  the  instruments  of  mutual  slaughter :  but  female  beauty 
was,  in  his  eyes,  the  emblem  of  heavenly  purity ;  and  the  aogel- 
form  of  Gulnare,  thus  tainted  by  blood,  was  at  once  degraded  into 
that  of  a  flend. 

She  clapped  her  hands,  and,  at  the  signal,  her  band  of  Greek  and 
Moorish  slaves  unbind  the  chains  of  the  captive ;  hurry  him  in 
silence  to  the  beach ;  convey  him  to  their  bark ;  set  sail,  and  before 
sunrise  lose  sight  of  the  harbour.  Conrad,  bewildered  by  conflicting 
feelings,  had  not  heard  the  few  frenzied  accents  in  which  his  de- 
liverer had  told  the  perpetration  of  her  crime ;  had  nOt  f^lt  the 
removal  of  his  chains ;  was  not  conscious  of  the  absence  of  all  fur- 
ther danger.  The  dark  stiade  of  tlie  promontory,  beneath  which 
he  had  so  lately  anchored  in  the  exultation  of  anticipated  triumph, 
forced,  for  a  moment,  on  his  memory,  the  images  of  the  brave  com- 
rades'whom  he  had  sacrificed,  and  those  of  their  sad  a^d  anxious 
survivors  on  the  island,  and  of  his  own  weeping  Medora ;  but  his 
eye  having  unconsciously  turned  on  *  Gulnare  the  homicide,'  h^ 
shuddered  at  tlie  sight,  and  was  again  lost  amidst  the  visions  of  his 
wild  and  gloomy  imagination. 

Meanwhile  the  breeze  is  favourable,  the  air  is  clear,  and  the 
water  smooth.  A  speck  is  seen  on  the  distant  horizon ;  it  is  a  sail, 
it  is  an  armed  vessel,  it  approaches  under  a  cloud  of  canvass,  itnears 
the  little  bark.  A  flash  is  seen,  a  flag  is  hoisted ;  it  is  the  blood-red 
flag!-r-and,  at  the  sight,  the  long-oppressed  heart  of  Conrad  bounds 
with  sudden  transport.  His  name  is  instantly  echoed  from  every 
part  of  the  crowded  deck.    A  boat  is  lowered,  he  is  conveyed  on 
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board ;  he  again  feels  the  pride  of  command ;  and  receives  and 
returps  with  joy  the  warm  and  sincere  congratulations  of  An^ehno, 
and  of  his  brave  followers,  in  whom  the  news  of  disaster  had 
awakened  no  other  feeling  than  the  desire  of  immediate  vengeance* 
Having  satiated  themselves  with  the  sight  of  their  chief, — 
*  With  many  an  asking  smile,  and  wondering  stare. 
They  whisper  round,  and  gaze  upon  Gulnare ; 
And  her,  at  once  above — beneath  her  sex, 
Whom  blood  appall'd  not,  their  regards  perplex. 
To  Conrad  turns  her  faint  imploring  eye, 
She  drops  her  veil,  and  stands  in  silence  by; 
Her  arms  are  meekly  folded  on  that  breast, 
Which — Conrad  safe — to  fate  resigned  the  rest. 
Though  worse  than  phrenzy  could  that  bosom  fill, 
'  Extreme  in  love  or  hate — in  good  or  ill, 
The  worst  of  crimes  had  l^ft  her  woman  still ! 

XVII. 
This  Conrad  mark'd,  and  felt — ah  !  could  he  less? 
Hate  of  that  deed — but  grief  for  her  distress; 
What  she  had  done  no  tears  can  wash  away. 
And  heaven  must  punish  on  its  angry  day : 
But — it  was  done — he  knew,  whatever  her  guilt. 
For  him  that  poignard  smote — that  blood  was  spilt — 
And  he  was  free ! — and  she  for  him  had  given 
Her  all  on  earth,  and  more  than  all  in  heaven ! 
And  now  he  turn'd  him  to  that  dark-eyed  slave 
Whose  brow  was  bowed  beneath  the  glance  he  gave. 
Who  now  seemed  changed  and  humbled : — faint  and  meek^ 
But  varying  oft  the  colour  of  her  cheek 
To  deeper  shades  of  palaiess — all  it's  red 
That  fearful  spot  which  stained  it  from  the  dead  1 
He  took  that  hand — it  trembled — now  too  late— 
So  soft  in  love — so  wildly  nerved  in  hate ; 
He  clasp'd  that  hand — it  trembled — and  his  own 
Had  lost  it's  firmness,  and  his  voice  it's  tone. 
*'  Gulnare!" — but  she  replied  not — "  dear  Gulnare  !** 
She  raised  her  eye — her  only  answer  there — 
At  once  she  sought  and  sunk  in  his  embrace : 
•  If  he  had  driven  her  from  that  resting  place. 

His  had  been  more  or  less  than  mortal  heart, 
But — good  or  ill — it  bade  her  not  depart. 
Perchance,  but  for  the  bodings  of  his  breast, 
His  latest  virtue  then  had  joined  the  rest. 
Yet  even  Medora  might  forgive  the  kiss 
That  asked  from  form  so  fair  no  more  than  this — 
The  first— the  last  that  Frailty  stole  from  Faith — 
To  lips  where  Love  had  lavish'd  all  his  breath, 
To  lips— whose  broken  sighs  such  fragrance  fling, 
As  he  had  fann'd  them  freshly  with  his  wing  T— pp.  8ff — 88. 
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The  daj  had  but  lately  closed  when  the  vessel  reached  the  island. 
Never  had  the  pirates  beheld  their  lonely  home  with  greater  plea- 
sure :  never  had  their  speedy  and  triumphant  return  been  more 
^ioi'dialiy  welcomed.  The  beacon^fires  appeared  to  blaze  with 
unusual  splendour;  but  the  eyes  of  Conrad  wer6- first  turned 
towards  the  tower  of  Medora,  and  in  that,  from  whatever  cause^ 
he  could  not  discover  any  ray  of  light.  His  bo^t  moves  too  slowly 
for  his  impatience.  Whilst  it  is  struggling  with  the  returning  waves, 
he  springs  from  it,  rushes  through  the  surge,  strains  every  sinew 
to  climb  the  cliff,  arrives  at  the  portal  of  his  turret,  knocks  loudly^ 
but  ineffectually,  for  admittance,  and,  after  a  long  and  dreary 
pause,  is  received,  in  silence  and  sadness,  by  a  domestic.  The 
question  which  he  meant  to  ask  expires  upon  his  lips.  A  lamp 
which  he  snatches  from  the  mute  attendant  drops  from  his  hand; 
but  the  distant  gleam  of  a  second  conducts  him  through  the  corri-  , 
dor  to  a  chamber  which  reveals  what  his  fears  had  prophesied, 
but  his  reason  had  refused  to  credit. 

As  lovely  as  in  life,  the  inanimate  Medora  appeared  merely  to 
enjoy  a  repose  more  deep  and  placid  than  that  which  her  too  active 
and  anxious  affection  had  usually  allowed  her.  It  seemed  that  her 
pure  and  gentle  spirit  had  flo\Mi  from  her  lips  without  effort,  with* 
out  pain,  without  disease;  but  the  white  shroud,  the  extended 
tresses  of  her  hair,  and  the  funeral  flowers  within  her  hand,  suffi- 
ciently told  that  the  sole  object  of  Conrad's  love  was  lost  to  him 
for  ever.  He  |[azed  on  her  in  helpless,  hopeless  silence,  till  his 
^yes  refused  their  office ;  and  then,  desperately  rushing  forth^  se* 
|:luded  himself,  for  ever,  from  the  search  of  the  pirates* 

'  Moons  roll  on  moons  away, 

And  Conrad  comes  not — came  not  since  that  day— 
Nor  trace,  nor  tidings  of  his  doom  declare 
Where  lives  his  grief,  or  perish'd  hi^despair !' 


We  now  proceed  to  the  poem  of  Lara,  which  we  hope  to  com- 
press within  a  very  moderate  compass,  because  the  incidents  that 
It  contains  are  not  numerous,  and  because  the  delineations  of  cha- 
racter with  which  it  abounds,  being  drawn  from  persons  with 
whom  the  reader  is  already  acquainted,  may,  without  inconve^ 
fiience,  be  omitted. 

I. 

^  The  serfs  are  glad  through  lira's  wide  domain, 
And  slavery  half  forgets  her  feudal  chain ; 
He,  their  unhop'd,  but  unforgotten  lord, 
The  long  self-exiled  chieftain  is  restored : 
There  be  bright  faces  in  the  busy  hall, 
Powls  on  the  board,  and  banners  on  the  wall  i 
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Far  chequering  o'er  the  pictured  window  plays 

The  unwonted  faggots*  hospitable  blaze ; 

And  gay  retainers  gather  round  the  hearth 

With  tongues  all  loudness,  and  with  eyes  all  mirth.' — pp.  3, 4. 

Why  the  chief  of  Lara  had  abandoned  his  country,  his  retainer* 
did  not  know,  and  ^ere  not  very  solicitous  to  inquire.  He  had 
succeeded  almost  in  infancy,  to  his  father's  domains;  had  been 
left  very  much  to  the  guidance  of  his  own  passions ;  and,  followii^ 
their  impulse,  had  soon  exhausted  all  the  pleasures  which  his  home 
afforded ;  had  migrated  in  search  of  new  ones ;  and  was  now  re- 
turned. Why  he  had  staid  so  long,  whence  he  came,  how  he  had 
passed  his  time,  and  what  were  his  present  projects,  were  questions 
that  excited  more  general  ipterest.  Unfortunately  Lara  was  not 
fond  of  answering  questions,  and  least  of  all  those  which  related 
V  to  himself.  Had  he  returned  accompanied  by  a  large  train  of  me- 
nials, as  befitted  his  rank,  the  reports  of  those  meniab  might  have 
afforded  some  little  aliment  to  the  cravings  of  general  curiosity. 
But  he  was  attended  only  by  a  single  page,  a  youth  of  almost  fe- 
minine beauty,  but  unluckily  a  foreigner,  and  no  less  silent  and 
reserved  than  his  master.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  expected 
firom  inquiry ;  but  something  might  be  learnt  from  conjecture,  and 
in  the  hope  of  discovering  some  reasonable  grounds  of  conjecture, 
every  eye  was  turned  on  the  mysterious  Lara,  and  on  his  equally 
mysterious  page,  Kaled ; — in  whom  our  readers  will,  of  course, 
have  recognized  their  old  friends  Conrad  and  Gulnare. 

The  inferences,  which  it  was  natural  to  draw  from  the  peculiari- 
ties of  Lara's  manners,  were  by  no  means  favourable  to  his  cha^ 
racter.  The  passions  which  had  agitated  his  early  youth  appeared 
to  have  subsided  into  apathy ;  but  although  the  tempest  was  past, 
his  countenance  often  told  that  memory  was  sitill  brooding  over 
die  vrreck  of  some  pleasure,  perhaps  of  some  virtue,  which  that 
tempest  had  destroyed.  By  his  inferiors,  his  voice  was  never  heard, 
except  in  the  utterance  of  some  brief  command.  With  his  eq^ak 
he  conversed  readily,  but  without  seeming  to  sympathize  in  any  of 
their  pursuits.  From  men  he  would  often  fly  to  utter  solitude, 
and  wander  amidst  the  wild  scenery  near  his  castle,  apparently  un* 
conscious  of  the  calls  of  hunger,  of  the  storms  which  might  deface 
the  day,  or  of  the  cold  and  darkness  of  the  night.  Sometimes  Be 
would  pore  over  his  books,  with  more  attention  than  was  thought 
to  befit  his  rank ;  or  gaze  upon  a  human  skull  which  was  placed 
beside  his  open  volume,  and  which  no  good  christian  could  have 
torn  from  its  sepulchre.  Possibly  he  conversed  with  it ;  at  least 
there  were  those  who  had  heard  unearthly  voices  issuing,  at  veiy 
undue  hours,  from  the  crazy  gallery,  along  which  he  was  wont  to 
pace  whilst  occupied  in  his  nightly  meditations. 
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His  attendants  were  soon  convinced  that  their  suspicions  .were 
not  ill  founded. 

*  Twas  midnight — all  was  slumber ;  the  lone  light 
Dimmed  in  the  lamp,  as  loth  to  break  the  night. 
Hark  !  there  be  murmurs  heard  in  Lara's  hall — 
A  sound — a  voice — a  shriek — a  fearful  call ! 
A  long,  loud  shriek — and  silence — did  tjiey  hear 
That  frantic  echo  burst  the  sleeping  ear  ? 
They  heard  and  rose,  and  tremulously  brave 
Rush  where  the  sounds  invoke  their  aid  to  save ; 
They  come  with  half-lit  tapers  in  their  hands, 
And  snatch'd  in  startled  haste  unbelted  brands. 

.    XIII.  "^ 

Cold  as  the  marble  where  his  length  was  laid, 

Pale  as  the  beam  that  o'er  his  features  played. 

Was  Lara  stretch'd ;  his  half  drawn  sabre  near, 

Dropp'd  it  should  seem  in  more  than  nature's  fear; 

Yet  he  was  firm,  or  had  been  firm  till  now. 

And  still  defiance  knit  his  gathered  brow ; 

Though  mix'd  with  terror,  senseless  as  he  lay, 

There  lived  upon  his  lip  the  wish  to  slay; 

Some  half  form'd  threat  in  utterance  there  had  died, 

Some  imprecation  of  despairing  pride  ; 

His  eye  was  almost  seaFd,  but  not  forsook, 

Even  in  its  trance  the  gladiator's  look. 

That  oft  awake  his  aspect  could  disclose, 

And  now  was  fix'd  in  horrible  repose/ — pp.  17,  18, 

At  length  he  recovers  from  his  trance,  the  blood  recolours  his 
cheeks,  his  eye  opens,  though  its  gaze  is  still  wild  and  wandering; 
the  hurried  accents  which  escape  from  his  lips  are  uttered  in  a  tone 
of  horror,  and  are  evidently  not  directed  to  any  of  tlie  persons  \vho 
surround  him;  but  they  are  delivered  in  that  foreign  language 
which  Kaled,  alone,  is  able  to  understand.  In  the  same  language 
the  anxious  Kaled  endeavours  to  sooth  the  troubled  spirit  of  his 
master,  and  ultimately  restores  him  to  tranquillity. 

If  Kaled  had  not  been  impenetrably  secret ;  or  if  the  repetition 
of  such  visions  had  compelled  Lara  to  call  in  the  aid  of  a  priest,  or 
of  a  physician ;  or  if  he  had  been  led  to  abstain  from  any  of  his 
customary  occupations ;  or  if  he  had  lost,  in  any  degree,  that  com- 
plete mastery  of  his  features,  which  baffled  all  the  eyes  that  were 
tixed  upon  him,  some  clue  to  the  discovery  of  his  former  adven- 
tures might,  perhaps,  have  been  obtained.  But  the  only  result 
was,  that  his  mysterious  dream,  or  trance,  appeared  to  be  forgot- 
ten by  himself,  but  was  remembered,  from  hour  to  hour,  with 
more  aggravated  terror,  by  his  attendants* 

*  In 
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XV.. 
In  trembling  pairs  (alone  they  dared  not)  crawl 
TBe  astonish'd  slaves,  and  shun  the  fated  hall ; 
The  waving  banner,  and  the  clapping  door, 
The  rustling  tapestry,  and  the  echoing  floor ; 
The  long  dim  shadows  of  surrounding  trees, 
-The  flapping  bat,  the  night  song  of  the  breeze : 
Aught  they  behold  or  hear  their  thought  appals 
As  evening  saddens  o'er  the  dark  grey  walls/ — p.  21. 

The  immediate  neighbour  of  LaraAvas  Sir  Otho,  a  wealthy  and 
powerful  Baron,  who,  on  the  four  solemn  festival:^  of  the  year,  was 
accustomed  to  assemble^  within  his  castle,  all  the  nobies  of  the 
province.  At  these  banquets  and  balls^  and  at  these  only,  the 
monotonous  dullness  of  feudal  ceremony  was,  for  a  time,  laid 
aside ;  and  even  age  and  formality  partook  of  the  infectious  joy, 
which  was  communicated  by  the  youth  of  both  sexes,  who  were 
invited  in  crowds  to  the  scene  of  revelry.  Lara  himself,  who 
could  not  abstain  from  joining  the  assembly,  did  not  wholly  resist 
the  seduction :  even  his  heart  appeared  to  expand  with  gladness, 
whilst,  leaning  against  a  column,  he  surveyed  the  mazes  of  the 
dance,  and  watched  the  light  footsteps  of  the  blooming  beauties, 
rendered  more  blooming  by  their  present  animation,  who  fluttered 
before  ^im.  So  much  was  his  attention  absorbed,  that  he  long 
failed  to  notice  the  stem  and  scrutinizing  eye  of  a  stranger  knight, 
which  was  fixed  on  him,  and  never  deviated  to  any  other  object. 
At  length,  however,  he  encountered  the  importunate  gaze  of  the 
stranger,  whom  he  seemed  to  contemplate  with  surprize,  accom:« 
panied  by  some  strong  and  gloomy,  but  indefinable  emotion. 

XXII. 
*  "  *Tis  he !"  the  stranger  cried,  and  those  that  heard 
Re-echoed  fast  and  far  the  whisper'd  word. 
**  Tis  he  r — **  Tis  who  ?"  ihey  question  far  and  near, 
Till  louder  accents  rung  on  Lara's  ear ; 
So  widely  spread,  few  bosoms  well  could  brook 
^        The  general  marvel,  or  that  single  look  ;* 

But  Lara  stirr'd  not,  changed  not,  the  surprise 
That  sprung  at  first  to  his  arrested  eyes 
Seem'd  now  subsided,  neither  sunk  nor  rais'd 
Glanced  his  eye  round,  though  still  the  stranger  gaz'd  ; 
And  drawing  nigh,  exclaim'd,  with  haughty  sneer, 
**  Tis  he ! — how  came  he  thence  ? — what  doth  he  here  T* 

XXIIL 

*  It  were  too  much  for  Lara  to  pass  by 
Such  question,  so  repeated  fierce  and  high  ;  „ 
With  look  collected,  but  with  accent  cold. 
More,  mildly  firm  than  petulantly  bold, 
'  '  He 
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He  tum'd,  and  met  the  inquisitorial  tone— 
**  My  name  is  Lara ! — when  thine  own  is  known, 
Doubt  not  my  fitting  answer  to  requite 
The  unlook'd  for  courtesy  of  such  a  knight. 
Tis  Lara! — further  wouidst  thou  mark  or  ask? 
1  shun  no  question,  and  1  wear  no  mask." 

'  "  Thou  shun'st  no  question !  Ponder — is  there  none 

Thy  heart  must  answer,  though  thine  ear  would  shun  ? 

And  deem'st  thou  me  unknown  too  ?  Gaze  again  I 

At  least  thy  memory  was  not  given  in  vain. 

Oh !  never  canst  thou  cancel  half  her  debt, 

Eternity  forbids  thee  to  forget." 

With  slow  and  searching  glance  upon  his  face 

Grew  Lara's  eyes,  but  nothing  there  could  trace 

They  knew,  or  chose  to  know — with  dubious  look 

Pie  deign'd  no  answer,  but  his  head  he  shook, 

And  half  contemptuous  turn'd  to  pass  away.' — pp.31 — 34. 

The  stranger,  however,  arrested  his  steps,  and  addressing  hiitt 
in  a  tone  of  contumely,  proceeded  to  put  to  him  a  series  of  inter* 
rogatories,  which  he  interrupted  with  equal  haughtiness,  when 
Otho,  interposing,  besought  them  to  terminate  a  dispute^  so  little 
suited  to  the  time  and  to  the  company.  On  the  morrow,  he  ob- 
served, the  feud  might  be  properly  settled.  He  would,  himself, 
become  the  pledge  for  the  appearance  of  Sir  Ezzelin,  (such  it  seems 
i/vas  the  name  of  the  stranger  knight  who,  like  Count  Lara,  was 
very  lately,  and  after  a  long  absence,  returned  home  from  a  foreign 
country,)  and  he  was  convindid,  that  the  noble  Lara  would  not  be- 
lie his  birth,  by  refusing  to  meet  any  charge  that  could  be  alleged 
against  him.  Ezzelin  accepted  the  condition,  and  Lara,  on  whom 
all -eyes  were  fixed,  but  whose  mind  appeared,  for  a  moment,  to  be 
lost  in  sudden  abstraction,  at  length  calmly  replied,  *  To-morrow ! 
aye  to-morrow  !'  He  then  slightly  bowed  to  Sir  Otho,  and  meet- 
ing, with  a  smile  of  self-possession,  the  angry  frowns  of  Ezzelin, 
retired  from  the  assembly. 

The  mien  of  Kaled  was  by  no  means  equally  tranquil  with  that 
of  ILiara,  whom  he  attended  from  the  hall.  He  had  early  observed 
tlie  inquisitive  glance  of  Sir  Ezzelin,  had  watched  every  cloud  that 
passed  over  the  features  of  Lara ;  had  listened  to  the  strife  of  the 
indignant  chiefs,  ^nd  to  the  comments  of  the  spectators,  who  mar- 
velled at  the  seeming  forbearance  of  his  haughty  master ;  but,  du- 
ring the  whole  scene,  he  had  betrayed  in  his  countenance  no  emo- 
tion, except  that  of  a  tender  anxiety  which  he  felt  for  one  of  the 
contending  parties.  When,  however,  he  beheld  th^  smile,  with 
which  Lara  replied  to  the  indignant  looks  of  Sir  Ezzelin,  his  fea- 
tures spoke  a  deep  and  dreadful  perturbation  of  soul^  \vhich  he  was 
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unable  to  disguise.  Meanwhile,  the  festivities  of  the  n^t,  having 
been  inteniipted  by  a  contention,  which  foreboded  the  most  tragical 
termination,  could  no  longer  be  resumed.  Every  guest  was  en- 
grossed by  speculations  on  the  probable  guilt  or  innocence  of  Lara ; 
every  eye  was  fixed  on  Sir  Ezzelin,  as  if  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
of  the  charges  which  he  intended  to  bring  forward ;  and  when  he 
too,  after  an  hour  of  silent  and  sullen  meditation,  took  his  leave  of 
Sir  Otho,  all  retired  to  their  repose. 

Canto  IL 
On  the  following  day,  the  barons  assembled,  at  an  early  hour,  in 
the  hall  of  Sir  Otho,  and  amongst  them  Lara,  whose  air  of  per- 
fect unconcern  formed  a  striking  contrast  with  tlie  anxious  and  in- 
quisitive looks  of  his  brother  peer,  and  who  seemed  to  be  the  only 
person  in  the  assembly,  to  whom  the  cause  of  their  meeting  was 
wholly  indifferent.  Hour  after  hour  passed  away  without  bringing 
Sir  Ezzelin.  It  was  strange  that  he  should  thus  delay  his  accusa- 
tion without  deigning  to  send  any  excuse  for  his  absence.  Was 
this  the  effect  of  indolence,  or  of  haughtiness,  or  of  fear  ?  Mur- 
murs of  impatience  were  heard  on  all  sides.  Otho  alone,  though' 
much  perplexed,  retained  his  confidence  in  the  honour  of  his  friend, 
for  whose  speedy  appearance  he  aga'm  pledged  himself. 

Lara  had  hitherto  betrayed  no  symptom  of  impatience,  but  he 
now  iasisted  th^t  having  been  compelled  to  attend,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  an  accusation  against  his  honour,  he  was  entitled  to 
demand  that  Sir  Otho  should  either  produce  hb  babbling  accuser, 
or  redeem  the  pledge  which  he  had  given,  by  taking  the  quarrel  on 
himself.  Otho  instantly  accepted  the  latter  alternative,  and  draw- 
ing his  sabre,  impetuously  rushed  upon  his  more  temperate  and 
skilful  ants^onist,  whose  weapon  he  received  in  his  bosom,  and 
fell  bleeding  to  the  ground.  He  disdained,  however,  to  ask  bi« 
life,  and  would  have  Jb^en  speedily  sacrificed  by  the  now  incensed 
Lara,  jpad  he  not  been  rescued  by  the  interposition  of  the  sur- 
rounding barons,  who  had,  before,  vainly  attempted  to  prevent 
the  combat.  The  conqueror,  leaving  Sir  Otho  in  their  hands, 
strode  out  of  the  hall  in  stately  silence,  mounted  his  horse,  and 
disappeared. 

VI. 
*  But  where  was  he  ?  that  meteor  of  a  night, 

Who  menaced  but  to  disappear  with  light  ? 

Where  was  this  Ezzelin  ?  who  came  and  went 

To  leave  no  other  trace  of  his  intent. 

He  Ijsft  the  dome  of  Otho  long  ere  morn, 

In  darkness,  yet  so  well  the  path  was  worn 

He  could  not  miss  it ;  near  his  dwelling  la^^; 

But  there  he  was  not,  and  with  coming  day  ' 

Came 
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Came  fast  inquiry,  which  unfoldednought 

E};cept  the  absence  of  the  chief  it  sought. 

A  chamber  tenantless,  a  steed  at  rest, 

His  host  alarmed,  his  murmuring  squires  distressj^d  : 

Their  search  extends  along,  around  the  path. 

In  dread  to  meet  the  marks  of  prowlers*  wrath  : 

But  none  are  there,  and  not  a  brake  hath  born# 

Nor  gout  of  blood,  nor  shred  of  mantle  torn ; 

Nor  fail  nor  struggle  hath  defaced  the  grass,   . 

Which  still  retains  a  mark  where  murder  was ; 

Nor  dabbling  fingers  left  to  tell  the  tale, 

The  bitter  print  of  each  convulsive  nail,  ^ 

When  agonized  bauds  that  cease  to  guard. 

Wound  in  that  pang  the  smoothness  of  the  sward. 

Some  such  had  been,  if  here  a  life  \f  as  reft, 

But  these  were  not ;  and  doubting  hope  is  left ; 

And  strange  suspicion  whispering  Lara's  name. 

Now  daily  mutters  o'er  his  blackened  fame; 

Then  sudden  silent  when  his  form  appeared,' 

Awaits  the  absence  of  the  thing  it  feared 

Again  its  wonted  wondering  to  renew, 

And  dye  conjecture  with  a  darker  hue.' — pp.  58,  59, 

The  wounds  of  Otho  were  speedily  healed,  but  every  day  added 
to  his  detestation  of  Lara,  to  whom  he  could  not  but  attribute  the 
murder  of  his  friend.  That  the  brave  Sir  Ezzelin  should  have 
stained  his  knighthood,  by  flying  from  an  encounter  with  a  man, 
whom  he  had  studiously  provoked,  was  incredible.  He  must  have 
perished,  therefore,  by  the  hands  of  the  wretch,  whose  crimes  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  expose,  whose  mysterious  conduct  had  long 
been  the  object  of  general  suspicion,  and  who,  unable  to  repel  a 
direct  accusation,  could  only  hope  to  escape  punishment  by  assassi- 
nating his  accuser.  As  it  was  impossible  to  establish  this  charge 
by  a  second  appeal  to  the  sword,  the  vanquished  knight  could  oidy 
hope  for  rednsss  from  the  justice  of  a  royal  tribunal ;  but  there,  the 
wealth  and  influence  of  Sir  Otho  enabled  him  to  plead  his  cause  so 
efiectually,  that  Lara  was, reduced  to  the  dangerous  alternative  of 
attempting  to  defend  his  character,  by  argument,  before  a  court 
already  prejudiced  against  him,  or  of  setting  their  authority  at  defi- 
ance.    He  chose  the  latter. 

In  a  country  distributed  amongst  a  large  number  of  feudal  lords, 
each  of  whom  was  habitually  a  tyrant,  and  occasionally  a  rebel,  it 
was  not  very  difficult  for  the  artful  and  intriguing  Lara  to  conci- 
liate a  large  body  of  malecontents,  and  to  provoke  them  to  insur- 
rection. The  crowds  which  repaired  to  his  standard  became  irre- 
iistible,  so  long  as  their  ardour,  inflamed  by  personal  indignation, 
was  submitted  to  the  controul  of  their  experienced  commander ; 
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but  in  the  intoxication  of  unexpected  victory  they  soon  forgot  their 
imperfect  discipline^  and^  by  spreading  indiscriminate  carnage  and 
desolation^  improvidently  wasted  their  own  resources  of  subsistence 
and  shelter;  became  the  victims  of  want  and  disease;  abandoned 
themselves  to  despondence ;  and  hastily  deserted  the  cause  which 
they  had  capriciously  embraced.  Lara,  reduced  to  the  command 
of  a  very  small,  though  faithful  body  of  retainers,  found  himself 
unable  to  attack  the  well  appointed  forces  of  his  united  enemiesj 
or  even  to  attempt  defensive  operations  with  any  hope  of  success. 
He  could  only  retreat  towards  the  frontiers  for  the  purpose  of  seek- 
ing an  asylum  in  some  neighbouring  state ;  but  m  this,  also,  he 
was  disappointed,  and  seeing  himself  beset  on  all  sides,  with  no 
prospect  of  escape,  b\^  by  cutting  his  way  through  a  part  of  the 
opposing  army,  he  was  compelled  to  lead  his  harassed  followers  to 
this  desperate  enterprize. 

XIV. 
'  His  blade  is  bared,  in  him  there  is  an  air 

As  deep,  but  far  too  tranquil  for  despair ; 

A  something  of  indifference  more  than  then 

Becomes  the  bravest  if  they  feel  for  men — : 

He  turned  his  eye  on  Kaled,  ever  near, 

And  still  too  faithful  to  betray  one  fear ; 

Perchance  'twas  but  the  moon's  dim  twilight  threw 

Along  his  aspect  an  unwonted  hue 

Of  mournful  paleness,  whose  deep  tint  expressed 
^The  truth,  and  not  the  terror  of  his  breast* 

This  Lara  mark'd,  and  laid  his  hand  on  his : 

It  trembled  not  in  such  an  hour  as  this ; 

His  lip  was  silent,  scarcely  beat  his  heart, 

His  eye  alone  proclaimed,  "  We  will  not  part! 

Thy  band  may  perish,  or  thy  friends  may  flee. 

Farewell  to  life,  but  not  adieu  to  thee!" — pp.  74,  75. 

'  In  the  blopdy  conflict  which  followed,  the  persevering  efforts  of 
despair,  and  the  steady  and  well  directed  exertions  of  Lara,  seemed 
at  length  to  promise  success  to  the  assailants,  notwithstanding  the 
disparity  of  strength ;  but  at  the  moment  when  the  exulting  chief 
Vas  raising  his  arm,  in  the  act  of  encouraging  his  men,  he  received 
the  mortal  wound,  in  the  side  which  was  left  unguarded.     Kaled, 
always  near  him,  instantly  snatched  the  reins  of  his  courser,  con- 
ducted him  to  a  distance  from  the  fatal  spot,  and,  when  the  battle 
was  finally  decided,  was  found,  by  the  pursuing  enemy,  employ-| 
ing  his  vain  efforts  to  staunch,  with  his  scarf,  the  wound  of  the  ex- 
piring Lara,  whose  head. rested  on  his  knee.     Neither  of  the  suf- 
ferers appeared  to  notice  the  presence  of  Otho  and  of  his  friends ; 
insulated  by  fate  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  they  could  only  gaze  on 
each  other';  the  last  accents  which  the  lips  of  Lara  had  power  to 
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titter^  were  addressed  to  Kaled ;  aAd  the  voice  of  Kaled  was  the 
only  one  which  the  ear  of  Lam  was  able  to  distinguish.  When  all 
Animation  ceased,  and  the  stiffening  corpse  could  no  longer  be  re.<* 
lained  within  the  embrace  of  its  kind  supporter, 

XXL 

*  He  did  not  dash  himself  thereby,  nor  tear 
The  glossy  tendrils  of  his  raven  hair, 
But  strove  to  stand  and  gaze,  but  reelM  aild  fell. 
Scarce  breathing  more  than  that  he  loV'd  so  \vell. 
Than  that  he  lov'd  !  Oh  !  never  yet  beneath 
The  breast  of  man  such  trusty  lovfe  may  breathe ! 
That  trying  moment  hath  at  once  reveaVd 
The  secret  long  and  yet  but  half-conceard  ;   * 
In  baring  to  revive  that  lifeless  breast, 
Its  grief  seenl'd  ended,  but  the  sex  confest; 
And  life  return'd,  and  Kaled  felt  no  shame-^ 
What  now  to'her  was  Womanhood  or  Fame  ?' — pp.  85,  86; 

When  the  body  was  committed  to  the  earth,  the  numerous  scars 
by  which  it  was  marked,  seemed  to  prove  that  Lara  had  been  long 
familiar  with  scenes  of  bloodshed :  but  how,  or  where,  his  wounds 
had  been  received,  the  afflicted  Kaled  refused,  and  Ezzelin  had  been 
unable  to  tell.  Concerning  the  fate  of  that  knight,  nothing  is  cer- 
tainly known ;  but  a  general  belief  of  his  death  is  founded  on  the 
report  of  a  simple  peasant.  It  seems  that,  on  the  night  of  Sir  Ez- 
zelin's  disappearance,  a  horseman  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  forest 
adjoining  to  the  river  which  forms  the  boundary  between  the  lands, 
of  Lara  and  those  of  Sir  Otho; — that,  this  borsemun  bore  on  his 
saddlc'^bow  some  burthen  enveloped  in  a  mantle; — that,  on  reach- 
ing the  river  he  dismounted,  lifted  the  burthen  fi'onti  his  horse,  threw 
it  into  the  stream,  watched  it  for  some  time  as  it  floated,  and,  front 
time  to  time,  anxiously  endeavoured  to  retider  it  less  buoyant,  by 
casting  on  it  some  ponderous  stones,  which  the  torrent  had  left  oii 
its  banks.  The  peasant,  who  had  followed,  and  observed  him  un- 
seen, declared,  that  this  floating  body  had  appeared  to  bim  to  be  a 
corpse,  and  that  something  resembling  a  star  (the  symbol  of  knight- 
hood which  Sir  Ezzelin  had  displayed  at  Otho's  ball)  was  conspi- 
cuous on  the  Vest  whilst  it  remained  on  the  surface  of  the  water* 
At  length  a  large  stone  struck  it  and  it  sunk,  after  which  the  horse- 
man, who  was  masked,  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  set  spurs  to  his  horse^ 
entered  the  forest,  and  disappeared.  If  such  was  indeed  the  fate  ojf 
Sir  Ezzelin,  charity  must  hope  that  Lara  was  not  his  murderer^ 

XXV. 
*  And  Kaled-^Lara — Ezzelin,  are  gone, 
Alike  without  their  monumental  stone! 
VOL.  XI,  >o.  x<xi.  o  «  The 
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The  first,  all  efFofts  vamly  strove  to  wean 

From  lingering  where  her  chieftain's  blood  had  been ; 

Grief  had  so  tam'd  a  spirit  once  too  proud, 

Her  tears  were  few,  her  wailing  never  loud  j 

But  furious^  would  you  tear  her  from  the  spot 

Where  yet  she  scarce  believ'd  that  he  was  nol^ 

Her  eye  shot  forth  wit^  all  the  living  fire 

That  haunts  the  tigress  in  her  whelpless  ire.j 

But  left  to  waste  her  weary  moments  there^ 

She  talk*d  all  idly  unto  shapes  of  air. 

Such  as  the  bu^y  brain  of  Sorrow  paints, 

And  woos  to  listen  to  her  fond  complaints  ; 

And  she  would  sit  beneath  the  very  tree 

Where  lay  his  drooping  head  upon  her  knee  ^ 

And  in  that  posture  where  she  saw  him  fall, 

His  words,  his  looks,  his  dying  grasp  recall  ^ 

And  she  had  shorn,  but  sav'd  her  raven  hair. 

And  oft  would  snatch  it  from  her  bosom  ther^ 

And  fold,  and  press  it  gently  to  the  ground, 

As  if  she  staunch'd  anew  some  phantom's  woun^v 

Hei-self  would  question,  and  for  him  reply ; 

Then  rising,  start,  and  beckon  him  to  fly 

From  some  imagined  spectre  in  pursuit ; 

Then  seat  her  down  upon  some  linden's  root,, 

And  hide  her  visage  with  her  meagre  hand, ' 

Or  trace  strange  characters  along  the  sand-^ 

This  could  not  last — she  lies  by  him  she  lov'd  ; 

Her  tale  untold — her  truth  too  dearly  prov'd.' — pp.  91 — S^f 

It  would  be  absurd  and  superfluous  in  us  to  enter  upon  a  formal 
criticism  of  the  poem  of  which  we  have  just  completed  the  extract^ 
because,  whatever  we  could  say  has  probably  beeu  anticipated 
by  our  readers,  and,  indeed,  by  the  author  himself,  who  seem» 
to  have  taken  a  whimsical  pleasure  in  disappointing,  by  his  se- 
cond Canto,  most  of  the  expectations  which  he  had  excited  bj 
.the  first.  We  wiU,  therefore,  frankly  throw  ourselves  upon  Lord 
Byron's  generosit}',  and  request  him,  at  his  leisure,  to  revive,  for 
our  comfort  and  peace  of  mind,  the  brave  Sir  Ezzelin;  whom, 
though  lost,  or  mislaid,  or  purloined,  we  cannot  believe  to  have 
been  actually  deprived  of  existence.  We  know,  from  the  official 
account  of  die  inquest  taken  on  the  spot  where  alone  he  could  have 
perislied, — an  inquest  conducted  with  more  curious  and  scrutini- 
zing attention  than  any  modern  Coroners  would  have  exerted, — 
that  the  good  knight  was  not  killed  by  any  of  the  usual  instruments 
of  murder;  and  it  is  quite  incredible  that  such  a  man  should  have 
suffered  himself,  w  ithout  resistance,  to  be  hanged  gr  strangled,  and 
bundled  up  in  a  cloak,  and  thrown  into  the  river.  If  we  cannot 
procure  the  resuscitation  of  Sir  Ezzelin,  Lara's^mysterious  vision 
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in  his  antique  hall,  becomes  a  mere  useless  piece  of  lumber,  inap- 
plicable lo  any  intelligible  purpose; — the  character  of  Medora, 
whom  we  had  been  satisfied  to  behold  very  contentedly  domestic 
cated  in  the  Pirate's  Island,  without  inquiring  whence  or  why  she 
had  emigrated  ihiiher,  is,  by  means  of  some  mysterious  relation 
between  her  and  Sir  Ezzeiin,  involved  in  very  disagreeable  ambi- 

ijuity ; — and  further,  the  high-minded  and  generous  Conrad,  who 
lad  preferred  death  and  torture  to  life  and  liberty,  if  purchased  by 
a  nightly  murder,  is  degraded  into  a  vile  and  cowardly  assassin. 
Having  thus  stated  the  grounds  of  our  petition  to  the  author,  we 
now  revert  to  the  Corsair,  the  most  finished  and  the  most  beauti- 
ful of  Lord  Byron's  productions. 

Even  this  poem,  however,  is  liable  to  one  objection,  which  has 
been  generally  urged  against  it,  and  which  we  wish  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  notice,  because,  admitting  it  to  detract  somewhat  from; 
the  pleasure  of  the  reader,  we  do  not  think  that  it  ought  to  affect 
our  general  estimate  of  the  author's  poetical  talent.  The  objec- 
tion is,  that  Conrad  is  a  personage  so  eccentric,  so  oddly  com- 
pounded of  discordant  qualities,  and  so  remote  from  common  na- 
ture, that  it  is  difficult  to  sympathize  in  his  feelings,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  affinity  of  His  character  to  those  of  the  Giaour  and 
Childe  Harold,  is  so  marked,  as  to  do  away  the  merit,  whatever 
it  may  be,  of  singularity,  and  to  give  him  the  appearance  of  a 
mere  copy  from  a  capricious  original. 

On  the  latter  part  of  this  objection,  we  must  remark,  that  the 
Giaour,  Conrad,  and  Lara  may,  very  prob^ly,  have  been  intended 
by  the  author  to  be  identical  with  Childe  Harold ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  materials,  of  which  Lord  Byron's  later  tales 
have  been  composed,  were  originally  collected  for  the  purpose  of 
being  wrought  into  a  series  of  adventures,  tending  to  illustrate  and 
develop  the  whimsical  character  of  that  Childe.  Such  a  being,  it 
should  seem,  cannot  have  been  imagined  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
performing,  during  the  whole  progress  of  his  pilgrimage  to  Con- 
stantinople, the  part  of  a  listless  and  sated  libertme.  It  i%, 
much  more  likely  that  his  reviving  passions  should  have  led  him 
into  the  haram  of  Hassan,  should  have  incited  him  to  become  the 
avenger  of  Leila,  and  should  have  hurried  him  through  a  series  of 
amorous  and  warlike  exploits  which  terminated  in  his  establish- 
ment on  the  Pirate  Island,  in  company  with  the  fair  Medora. 
Something  of  this  kind,  we  think,  must  have  been  contemplated  by 
Lord  Byron,  when  he  published  the  two  first  cantos  of  his  *  Ro- 
maunt,'  the  completion  of  which  he  afterwards  abandoned,  and,  on^ 
this  suppositional  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  separate 
JBragmentS;  which  he  has  since  given  to  the  world^  however  altered 
"  Q  9  ^  or 
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or  modifiedy  should  fail  to  exhibit  some  traces  of  that  character 
which  was  essential  to  his  original  design.  Of  that  chairaetery 
indeed^  we  are  neither  willing  nor  competent  to  undertake  the 
defence.  The  hero  of  Lord  Byron's  poetry  appears  to  be  a  com- 
poond  of  the  qualities  which  distinguish  the  Achilles  of  Horner^ 
united  with  those  which  are  pecbliar  to  the  knights  of  romance. 
But  these  knights,  though  condemned  to  maintain^  at  all  hazards^ 
that  the  lady  of  their  choice  was,  exclusively,  a  perfect  model  of 
beauty  and  excellencci  did  not,  in  other  respects,  very  materially 
differ  from  the  rest  of  mankind.  Their  love  was  placed  under  the 
guard  of  their  pride,  and  their  pride  had  usually  enough  to  do  to 
preserve  them  from  inconstancy.  But,  in  the  hero  of  Lord  Byron, 
the  passion  of  love  is  represented  as  a  virtue,  which,  once  implanted 
in  the  breast,  becomes  immutably  fixed  there  amidst  a  host  of  vices, 
all  of  which  it  is  able,  not  only  to  resist,  but  to  overcome.  Conrad 
is  represented  by  the  poet  as  a  selfish,  haughty,  merciless  villain, 
and  he  states  himself  to  have  broken  all  the  ties  of  society,  and  to 
have  shaken  off  every  sentiment  of  religion:  with  such  a  man, 
therefore,  it  seems  impossible  that  any  reader  should  sympathize; 
yet,  in  truth,  every  reader  will  sympathize  with  Conrad,  because  we 
cannot  help  forgetting  his  motives,  whilst  we  contemplate  a  conduct 
apparently  dictated  by  magnanimity,  tenderness,  and  generosity. 

To  promote  this  illusion  ^seems  to  be  the  object  of  the  whole^ 
poem.  Even  at  the  outset  the  reader  is  presented  with  a  picture 
of  the  pleasures  attendant  on  the  life  of  a  pirate,  without  any  mention 
of  its  vices,,  or  of  the  misery  which  it  may  produce.  The  crowdt 
assembled  on  the  beach  of  the  island,  whether  actiye,  or  unemfdoy^ 
ed,  are  exhibited  to  our  view  cheerful  and  contented,  whilst  the  of- 
ferings of  their  captives  are  carefully  concealed.  If  we  ascend  to  the 
fairy  dwelling  of  Medora,  surrounded  by  crystal  fountains  and  fra 
grant  groves  of  fruit-trees,  and  behold  their  lovely  and  accomplished 
mistress  preparing;  for  her  lord  his  simple,  but  delicious  banquet,  and 
welcoming  him  with  an  innocent  and  tender  affection,  in  which  hi^ 
heart  appears  to  sympathize  with  equal  sincerity,  we  cannot  help 
taking  part  with  the  amiable  possessors  of  this  earthly  Paradise, 
against  the  inyaders,  who  had  prepared  to  violate  such  an  asylum* 
We  cannot  help  wishing  success  to  the  gallant  champion  of  beauty  ;^ 
we  hail  his  first  victory;  we  apjf^ud  his  rashness  in  rescuing  Gulr 
nare;  we  admire  his  firmness  in  prison;  we  rejoice  in  that  delivers 
ance,  which  he  disdains  to  purchase,  even  by  a  venial  crime;  and 
deplore,  most  sincerely,  the  disappointment  which  attends  him  on 
his  return.  If  we  forgive,  and  almost  love,  the  criminal  Gulnare, 
it  is  because  the  awe,  with  which  Conrad  inspires  her,  suddenly 
revive^  in  h^  br^st  those  feelings  of  exquisitely  feminiae  delicacy^ 
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M^hich  her  guilt  had  appeared  to  smother.  Upon  the  whole,  then, 
it  is  only  after  some  recollection  that  we  acquiesce  in  the  truth  of  a 
remark  which  has  been  made  on  this  poem,  that  Lord  Byron  has 
*  adorned  a  merciless  corsair  on  a  roek  in  the  Mediterranean,  with 
every  virtue  under  heaven — except  common  honesty/ 

Now,  whether  this,  or  any  other  incongruities  of  the  same  kind, 
which  may  be  formed  in  Lord  Byron's  series  of  tales,  arise,  as  we 
have  supposed,  from  the  original  plan  of  Childe  Harold,  or  from 
any  peculiarity  in  the  writer's  fundamental  notions  of  morality,  it 
is  equally  certain  that  his  poetical  powers  are  very  great  and  vari- 
ous.    With  his  subjects  we  have  been  often  displeased ;  liis  lan- 
guage, we  think,  is  not  unfrequently  obscure,  and  his  versification 
careless :  but  he  seems  to  us  to  possess,  to  a  degree  which  must 
always  command  admiration,  that  originality  which  is  the   sure 
attribute  of  genius.     He  views  with  a  keen  and  searcfhing  attention, 
even  the  most  conmion  and  trivial  objects  that  he  describes,  and 
surprises  us  by  detecting  what  had  escaped  the  observation  of  aU 
former  spectators.     Novelty  is  always  captivating,  whether  it  be 
thus  elicited  from   things  with  which  we  are  most  familiar,  and 
which  we  now  behold,  as  it.  were,  in  a  microscope  ^  or  whether 
new  scenes  be  brought  within  our  view,  as  by  telescopic  approxi- 
mation, and  cleared  from  the  obscurity  in  which  their  distance  had 
involved  them.     Of  the  brilliant  skies  and  variegated  landscapes  of 
Greece  every  one  has  formed  to  himself  a  general  notion,  from 
having  contemplated  them  through  the  hazy  atmosphere  of  some 
prose  narration ;  but,  in  Lord  Byron's  poetiy,  every  image  is  dis- 
tinct and  glowing,  as  if  it  w.ere  illuminated  by  its  native  sunshine ; 
and  iu  the  tigures  which  people  the  landscape  we  behold,  not  only 
the  general  form  and  costume,  but  the  countenance,  and  the  atti- 
tude, and  tlie  play  of  features  and  of  gesture  accompanying,  and 
indicating,  the  sudden  impulses  of  momentary  feelings.     The  ma- 
gic of  colouring  by  which  this  is  effected  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
striking  evidence  of  this  poet's  talent ;  in  the  dark  shades  of  his 
pictures  we  think  him  much  less  happy.     We  are  aware  that  our 
opinion  may  be  very  fairly  contioverted,  and  that  it  is  in  direct 
opposition  .to   that  of  another  critical  tribunal;    but  before  we 
state  the  little  that  we .  have  to  say  in  our  defence,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  enter  our  protest  against  some  new  canons  of  criticism, 
on  which  the  decision  of  that  co-ordinate  tribunal  is  principally 
founded. 

It  is  contended  that  poetry  is  destined  to  complete  a  certain 
cycle  or  great  revolution,  accompanying  and  dependant  on  a  corre- 
spondent cycle  of  the  feelings  as  well  as  of  the  manners  of  society. 
That,  originatmg  in  times  of  turbulence  and  anarchy^  it  was  at  first 
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coarse  and  vehement  ;^— then  pompous  and  stately  ;-*  tbea  affectedly 
refined  and  ingenious, — and  finally  gay,  witty,  discursive,  and  fami* 
liar.  That  at  this  stage  of  refinement,  however,  mankind  become 
disgusted  with  the  heartless  frivolity  of  their  gratifications,  and  ac- 
quire a  longing  for  strong  emotions,  so  that  poetry,  following  thd 
current  of  popular  opinion,  is  compelled  to  seek  for  subjects  in  the 
manners  of  ruder  ages,  to  revive  the  feats  of  chivalry,  and  the  loves 
of  romance ;  or  to  wander,  in  search  of  unbridled  passion,  amongst 
nations  yet  imperfectly  civilized.  Lastly,  diat  this  is  the  period  at 
which  we  are  now  arrived :  that  a  growing  appetite  for  turbulent 
emotion  is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  age ;  that  we  are  no 
longer  satisfied  with  viewing  the  mere  effects  of  strong  passion,  v 
but  require  the  passion  itself  to  be  dissected  before  our  eyes;  and 
that  Lord  Byron,  having  surpassed  all  his  contemporaries  in  this 
species  of  moral  anatomy,  has,  of  course,  attained  the  pinnacle  of 
popular  favour. 

Now  we  venture  to  contend  that  the  poetical  cycle  here  described 
is  purely  imaginary;  and  that  if  any  indications  of  it  were,  indeed, 
discoverable  in  the  history  of  our  own  poetry,  it  would  not  be  fair 
to  deduce,  from  them,  a  correspondent  cycle  of  the  national '  ap- 
petite' for  any  sort  of  emotions.  Language  and  manners  are,  from 
age  to  age,  either  progressively  improved,  or  at  least  thai^ed,  and 
the  trace  of  such  changes  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  contempo- 
rary poets ;  but  the  passions  of  mankind  are  always  the  same,  and 
always  capable  of  being  called  out  by  a  proper  degree  of  excite* 
ment.  If  centuries  have  passed  away  since  the  birth  of  Shak* 
speare,  does  it  follow  that  an  appetite  for  those  emotions,  which  he 
alone  was  able  to  rouse,  lay  dormant  during  the  interval,  and  has 
only  revived  within  the  last  twenty  years  i  We  greatly  doubt  the 
fact,  as  well  as  the  existence  of  the  symptoms  which  are  adduced 
in  proof  of  it.  The  last  twenty  years  have,  doubtless,  been  wonder- 
fully fertile  of  crimes  and  miseries,  and  there  have  been  some  per- 
sons in  this  country  who  have  bailed,  with  joy  and  praise,  every  step 
of  that  desolating  tyranny,  which  threatened  to  spread  over  the 
world,  and  awakened  in  its  progress  all  those  strong  emotions 
which  are  pronounced  to  be  so  delectable.  But  these  persons  were 
not  very  numerous,  and  certainly  not  legitimate  arbiters  of  taste^ 
or  of  poetical  talent.  In  the  whole  remainder  of  the  nation,  we  be- 
lieve that  the  horrid  realities,  which  passed  before  their  eyes,  did 
not  raise  any  appetite  for  scenes  of  mimic  terror ;  and  if  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  Southey,  and  Lord  Byron  have  transported  their  readers 
to  the  ages  of  romance,  to  the  wilds  of  America,  or  to  the 
shores  of  Greece,  we  suspect  that  they  all  followed  the  impulse  of 
their  own  studies  or  habits,  without  dreaming  that  they  thus  com* 
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pleted'a  poetical  cycle^  or  ministered  to  any  taste  or  appetite  pecu- 
fiar  to  the  present  age  or  country. 

Without  dwelling  any  longer  on  Ae  general  objections  to  this 
new  andifanciful  theory,  we  now  proceed  to  the  pomt  immediatdy 
at  issue.  It  is  contended;  on  one  hand,  that  for  the  purpose  of 
suiting  the  poetical  taste  of  the  present  times,  *  the  minds  of  the 
great  agents  must  be  unmasked  for  us — and  all  the  anatomy  of 
their  throbbing  bosoms  laid  open  to  our  gaze'  We  think,  on  the 
contrary,  that  tihis  anatomical  operation  is  essentially  unpoctical;  and 
that  therefore  Lord  Byron,  who  is  emphatically  «tyled  the '  searcher 
of  dark  bosoms,'  is  least  attractive,  and  least  popular,  whenever 
iie  attempts  to  execute  this  speciat  office.  We  do  not  mean  to 
question  the  extent  to  which  the  analysis  of  mind,  or  of  sensation, 
is  capable  of  being  carried,  or  to  vilipend  the  delight  attendant  X)n 
such  researches ;  we  only  contend  that  the  pleasures  of  intellect 
iare  materially  different  from  the  pleasures  of  illusion,  that  the  two 
are  incompatible ;  and  that  the  writer,  who  seeks  to-  excite  any 
emotion,  will  never  effect  this  by  attempting  to  analyse  its  nature 
and  origin,  but  must  content  himself  with  describing  its  effects, 
because  it  is  only  with  these  that  his  readers  can  be  supposed  to 
be  conversant.  Every  passion  of  the  soul  has  its  visible  symptoms 
by  which  the  correspondent  feeling  of  the  observer  is  instantly 
awakened  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  delineation  of  these  symptoms,  so 
correct  as  to  be  recognized  by  the  simplest  reader,  and  to  produce 
a  momentary  illusion,  and  to  call  out,  by  means  of  the  pictured 
image,  the  same  train  of  sympathies  as  would  have  been  excited  by 
the  reality,  that  the  poet  can  possess  himself  of  our  imagination 
and  become  master  of  our  emotions.  The  secret  sensibility  which 
Jurks  within  our  bosoms,  which  per\'ades  the  whple  animated 
frame,  and  traT>smits  through  it  the  indications  of  joy  or  grief,  of 
pleasure  or  pain,  but  of  which  the  excess  is  suffocating  and  unut- 
terable, cannot  itself  become  the  subject  of  description.  To  at^ 
tempt  such  description  is,  we  think,  to  exceed  the  legitimate  pre- 
tensions of  poetry,  and  to  invade  the  province  of  metaphysics* 
On  this  ground  we  object  to  some  passages  in  the  Corsair,  which 
^re  intended  to  represent  the  prison-thoughts  of  Conrad.  On  simi- 
lar grounds  we  have  more  strongly  objected  to  the  Giaour. But 

enough  of  this.     We  have  stated  our  opinion,  and  leave  the  ques* 
tionfor  the  decision  of  our  readers. 
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np^HE  exclusion  of  Englishmen  from  those  parts  of  the  continent 
^  which  were  formerly  the  chief  objects  of  inquiry  to  the  curi-? 
ous,  has  of  late  years  induced  many  of  our  travellers  to  direct  their 
attention  to  a  country  highly  interesting  from  the  wrecks  which  it 
contains  of  ancient  grandeur,  and  from  the  contrast  between  its 
former  state  of  glory  and  its  present  degradation.  No  man  is  now 
accounted  a  traveller,  who  has  not  bathed  in  the  Eurotas  $md  tasted 
the  olives  of  Attica;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  an  introduC'o 
tion  to  the  best'company,  and  a  passport  tQ  literary  distinction, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  '  Athenian  Club,'  and  to  have  scratched 
one's  name  upon  a  fragment  of  the  Parthenon.  We  are  far  from 
v^ishing  to  speak  irreverently  of  this  growing  fashion ;  although  one 
mischief  resulting  from  it  is,  that  superficial  observation  is  apt  to 
pass  current  for  sterling  knowledge ;  for  who  would  presuqie  to 
call  in  question  his  acquaintance  with  the  history,  custbms  and  lan- 
guage of  Greece,  who  is  known  to  have  measui'ed  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  Acropolis  with  his  own  hands,  and  to  have  topogram 
j)hized  three  or  four  of  the  plains  recorded  in  history  ?  It  must, 
however,  be  confessed,  that  although  the  knowledge  which  we 
possess  of  the  state  of  modern  Greece  is  neither  very  copious,  nor 
^ery  interesting,  the  deficiency  is  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  than  to  any  want  of  research  in  those  who  have 
treated  of  it :  for  of  a  country,  which  forfeited  its  political  exis- 
tence before  the  Christian  era,  and  has  ever  since  been  passing 
from  one  master  to  another ;  of  a  country,  whose  inhabitants  have 
"been  for  ages  debased  by  the  most  abject  slavery  and  the  grossest 
superstition,  and  by  an  mtermixture  with  the  refuse  of  otner  na- 
tions ;  what  can  we  expect  to  learn  ?  A  people  without  indepen- 
dence, without  literature,  without  national  feelings,  present  but  an 
unpromising  field  of  inquiry.  Unlike  the  magnificent  fragments 
x)f  his  own  temples  and  porticoes,  which  give  plain,  though  melan- 
choly indication  of  what  they  once  were,  the  modem  Greek  r&f 
sembles  in  no  respect,  if  we  except  the  contour  of  his  face  and  a 
few  unimportant  customs,  the  race  of  heroes  and  sages  from  whom 
he  boasts  his  descent.  Servility,  deceit,  and  superstition,  are  qua- 
lities for  which  he  is  perhaps  rather  to  be  pitied  than  condemned, 
as  resulting  naturally  from  die  state  of  degradation  in  which  he  is 
held.  National  and  moral  debasement  ever  go  hand  in  hand. 
The  debasement  of  intellect  follows  of  course.  The  native  of  the 
Morea  scarcely  differs  more  from  his  ancestor  in  spirit  and  conse* 
fjuence  than  he  does  in  language ;  for  in  spile  of  the  absurd  com« 
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parisons  which  have  been  instituted  betv^een  the  Romaic  and  its 
parent  tongue,  the  xoivij  SiaAsxTOf  of  the  Morea  is  one  of  the  nio3t 
Darbarous  dialects  of  modern  Europe.  We  are  not  to  judge  of  it 
from  the  writings  of  Korai,  Alexander  Vasilius,  and  other  learned 
Greeks^  who  study  the  expulsion  of  every  barbarous  word  and 
phrase,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  integrity  of  the 
language,  but  from  the  phraseology  of  conversation,  and  the  po- 
pular literary  productions  of  the  country. 

Nothing  relative  to  modern  Greece  has  been  so  scantily  illus- 
trated as  its  language.  Travellers  have  usually  visited  the  Morea 
without  much  preparation  in  this  re^peqt,  and  have  contented 
themselves  with  interspersing  tlirougb  their  works  a  few  notices 
of  some  peculiar  words  and  expressions.  Not  that  there  was  any 
want  of  grammatical  books  ;  but  the  fact  is,  that,  till  very  lately, 
the  Romaic  has  been  considered  as  a  language  so  barbaroiis  and* 
imperfect,  as  scarcely  to  deserve  the  pains  which  must  be  spent 
upon  the  acquisition  of  it.  ^ 

Another  circumstance  which  has  kept  us  in  ignorance  of  the 
language  is,  thfit  scarcely  any  one  of  the  few  travellers,  who  have 
directed  their  attention  to  tliis  point  of  inquiry,  has  been  sufficiently 
skilled  in  the  ancient  Greek^  to  pursue  his  researches  with  much 
profit  or  success.  Till  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Hobhouse's  volu-;' 
minous  Tour,  we  had  scarcely  any  thing  on  this  subject  beyond 
the  Petit  DicUonnaire  at  the  end  of  Spon,  the  hasty  postscript  to 
Mr.  Wright's  Horse  lonicas,  and  a  few  scattered  remarks  in  tlie 
notes  to  Lord  Byron's  poems.  Mr.  Hobhouse  has  compiled  an 
^musing,  though  confused,  account  of  the  Romaic  language,  but 
the  first  complete  English  work  on  the  subject  is  that  of  Mr. 
X«eake,*  pow  before  us ;  a  quarto  of  500  pages,  and  of  the  enor- 
pious  price  of  three  guinea.  Considering  the  importance  of  the 
matter,  and  the  surface  over  which  it  is  spread,  it  is  obvious  to 
remark,  that  the  price  is  as  much  too  large  for  the  book,  as  th^ 
book  is  too  large  for  the  subject  of  which  it  treats : — taking  into 
account  the  amplitude  of  margin,  the  chasms  between  paragraphs, 
^nd  the  frequent  (lalf  pages  which  occur,  we  cannot  help  suggest- 
ing to  Mr.  Leake,  that  the  same  matter  might  have  been  com^ 
pressed  into  two  thirds  of  the  present  size,  without  i^ny  diminution 
of  his  literary  fame,  and  with  considerable  advantage  to  his  read- 
ers. A  Grammar  ought  never  to  be  colossal  either  in  size  or  price ; 
in  both  of  which  respects  the  present  volume  is  /xtya  xaxov.  We 
are  informed  that  it  is  only  the  first  part  of  the  researches  in  Greece ; 
if  the  succeeding  parts  are  to  be  voluminous  in  proportion  to  the 

•  We  must  except  a  Grammar  of  the  Aeolo-Doric  published  by  Mr.  John  Jacksoiu 
'f  bis,  however,  we  have  not  been  abl«  to  obtiUD^nor  does  ||[r.  Le«ko  make  mention  of  it. 
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importance  of  their  objects,  the  whole  will  form  rather  a  ponderous 
work :  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  a  four  years'  residence  in  the 
Orecian  provinces  entitles  Mr.  Leake  to  make  large  demands  upon 
fh^  patience  and  purses  of  the  public. 

*  In  the  second  part  of  these  researches  it  is  proposed  to  present  a 
Comparative  view  of  the  ancient  and  modem  geography  of  Greece, 
illustrated  by  a  delineation  of  the  countr}-.  The  collection  of  mate- 
rials for  the  construction  of  a  map  of  Greece  was  indeed  the  author^ 
chief  pursuit  during  his  leisure  hours  in  that  country  ;  but  its  com- 
plete execution  was  a  task  too  arduous  for  a  single  person,  often  dis- 
turbed in  his  operations  by  the  usual  obstacles  attending  an  ill -regu- 
lated government,  and  ad  uncivilized  state  of  society,  as  well  as  by 
many  political  contingencies,  and  the  superior  claims  of  public  duty.' 
— Pref.  p.  V. 

An  accurate  map  of  Greece  will  indeed  be  a  most  valuable  ad- 
dition to  our  stock  of  geographical  knowledge ;  but  we  earnestly 
hope,  that,  before  Mr.  Leake  puts  his  intention  in  force,  he  wiH 
compare  notes  with  another  English  traveller,  who,  we  believe, 
actually  measured  the  greatest  part  of  the  Morea  by  a  trigonome- 
trical wlWey,  and  delineated  the  face  of  the  country  by  a  series  of 
panoranaic  views.  If  we  are  not  misinformed,  Mr.  Hawkins  has 
m  his  portfolio  an  ample  stock  of  materials  for  a  complete  and 
accurate  map  of  Greece. 

We  regret  to  find,  from  Mr.  Leake's  preliminary  observations, 
tfiat  the  notion  generally  entertained  of  the  manuscript  treasures  of 
V  the  Greek  convents,  is  in  a  great  measure  groundless.  Yet,  when 
we  consider,  that  Dr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Cripps  discovered  and 
brought  home  with  them  two  of  the  finest  Greek  MSS.  extant,  we 
mean  those  of  Plato  and  the  ten  orators,  we  are  still  not  without 
hopes  that  a  person  well-skilled  in  this  branch  of  antiquity  may 
make  some  important  discoveries.  It  is,  however,  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  learned  Greeks  who  fled  into  Italy  after  the  fall  of 
'Constantinople,  carried  with  them  many  of  the  most  valuable  ma- 
nuscripts which  remained  after  more  than  120,000  had  been  con- 
sumed in  the  flames,  and  that  the  diligence  of  the  collectors  who 
were  sent  into  Greece  by  several  successive  popes,  both  before  and 
after  this  catastrophe,  would  leave  but  a  scanty  gleaning  for  after- 
<;omers.  The  same  complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  MSS.  was  made 
as  long  ago  as  the  year  1574.  Gerlachius  Ynrote  to  M.  Cnisius, 
Aat  the  Greeks  neither  possessed  nor  cared  about  the  ancient 
philosophers  and  poets ;  and  that  the  MSS.  which  were  once  in 
Oreece  had  been  carried  ofi^  by  the  Italian  and  French  agents  at 
Constantinople.  More  especially,  the  German  ambassadors  had 
purchased  a  great  number  of  valuable  books  at  a  vast  expense.  In 
the  library  of  the  Grand  Beignor,  in  the  year  I6l5,  was  a  livy,  with 
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all  the  decads  complete.  The  Grand  Dake  of  Florence  offered 
5000  piasters  for  it,  which  were  refused.  The  French  ambassa- 
dor, Achille  de  Harlay,  offered  to  the  librarian  10,000  crowns 
ready  money  for  the  book,  which  was  bargained  for  at  that  sum. 
But  unfortunately  tlie  Livy  was  gone,  nobody  knew  whither,  and 
a  search  was  made  for  it  in  vain  for  several  months.  Great  num<^ 
bers  of  valuable  Greek  MSS.  were  carried  into  France,  and  en* 
riched  the  libraries  of  Le  Tellier,  Seguier,  Bigot,  and  other  cele- 
brated collectors. 

We  are  rather  surprised  that  Mr.  Leake  did  not  set  otit  on  his 
inquiries  with  an  historical  sketch  of  the  Romaic  language ;  st 
subject,  we  acknowledge,  involved  in  considerable  obscurity, — [ 
The  observations  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  on  this  question  (p.  553. 
seq.)  are  ingenious  and  learned.  He  remarks  that,  although  the 
works  of  the  Byzantine  writers  abounded  with  Graeco-barbarouJ 
words,  yet  there  is  no  trace,  previous  to  the  Turkish  conquest,  of 
the  use  of  auxiliary  verbs,  or  the  rejection  of  the  simple  infinitive 
mood,  which  are  the  characteristics  of  the  Romaic.  The  con- 
clusion which  he  draws  is,  that  the  Romaic,  was  not,  until  a  cen- 
tury after  the  Turkish  conquest,  a  settled  and  established  tongue.' 
The  case  we  imagine  is  this :  a  very  corrupt  and  barbarous  dialect 
had  been  spoken  in  Greece  several  centuries  before  the  fall  of  Con-^ 
stantinople,  tvhich  was  gradually  more  and  more  adulterated  by 
the  introduction  of  words  and  idioms  from  the  Italian,  French, 
Latin,  and  oriental  tongues.  Authors  however  continued  to  write 
in  a  language  which,  in  its  general  tournure,  might  be  called  Hel- 
lenic ;  in  the  same  manner  as  Latin  continued  to  be  the  only  writ- 
ten language  in  Italy,  lotig  after  the  Italian  was  become  the  vehicle 
of  conversation.*  But  the  Turkish  conquest  effectually  destroyed 
that  shadow  of  national  pride  which  had  hitherto  deterred  the  wri- 
ters of  Greece  from  committing  their  thoughts  to  the  vulgar  Ro-' 
maic ;  and  at  length  public  documents  and  proclamations,  and' 
elementary  books  of  science  composed  in  the  common  dialect,  em- 
bodied and  gave  consistency  to  a  language,  which  had  been  for 
many  ages  known  and  spoken. 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  any  precise  period  for  the  introduction  of  the 
xoiy/i  yXMcrcroif  a  creature  which  must  have  been  the  growth  of  a 
long  series  of  years.  The  transfer  of  the  seat  of  empire  from  Rome 
to  Byzantium  may,  we  apprehend,  be  considered  as  the  event 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  great  corruption  of  the  Greek" 
language :  and  the  various  Struggles  which  took  place  for  a  long* 

*  Even  Dante  wrote  all  his  letters  in  Latin.  One  indeed  in  Italian  is  published  in 
the  Clarorum  VuHtrum  Epistolae,  T.  1.  p.  139,  but  the  editor  jnstly  concludes  it  to  have 
been  originally  written  in  Latin.    See  Mr.  Eustace's  Jour,  ypL  ii.  p.  470. 
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series  of  years  between  the  Byzantine  emperors  aod  the  Slavonic 
and  oriental  tribes  accelerated  its  decay.  The  authority  of  the  pa- 
triarch of  Constantinople  over  certain  districts  of  Asia,  and  the 
frequent  assenabling  of  councils  in  that  city^  tended  till  more  to  pave 
the  way  for  that  rapid  deterioration  which  seems  to  have  taken 
place  between  the  10th  and  14th  centuries.  That  the  Latin  Ian* 
giiage  was  the  first  and  fatal  alloy  of  the  Greek  appears,  amongst 
other  considerations,  from  this  circumstance ;  that  the  grammari 
ans  of  the  middle  ages  explain  Ba^jSapto-fuo?  by  Graeco-Latinum: 
(CyrilU  Glossae.  Herodian.  apiid  Du  Gang,  v.  Ke^^ixapwv.)  An 
anonymous  author  ^rsp)  Jiup^upKrfAov,  edited  by  Valckenaer,  p.  19^, 
amongst  other  instances  adduces  ^epvooy  instead  of  fioco,  I  bear. 
This  is  the  most  ancient  example  to  be  met  with  of  the  true  Ro- 
maic, which  forms  many  of  its  verbs  from  the  Hellenic  by  the  in- 
sertion of  V  before  w, 

Philelphus,  who  resided  some  time  at  Constantinople  previous 
to  its  capture,  assures  us  that  tlie  higher  orders  spoke  a  dialect 
which  would  not  have  disgraced  the  lips  of  an  Athenian  ;  aud  more 
especially  the  noble  women,  who  .had  no  intercourse  with  the  vast 
number  of  foreigqers  that  frequented  Constantinople  and  polluted 
the  language :  he  adds,  *  Verum,  quid  dixi  de  peregrinis  ?  quum  ne 
ci|m  ipsis  quidem  concivibus  ullus  daretur  hujusmodi  mulieribus 
colloquendi  locus :  cum  domo  nunquani  nisi  noctu  egrederentur; 
atque  id  quidem  et  raro,  et  equites,  et  velata  facie,  ductaeque  a  do- 
mesticis  ac  suis,  dum  aut  templum  per  religionis  ceiebritatem  aliquam 
interdum,  aut  sanguine  conjunctissimos  visendi  gratia  peterent/* 
The  Grecian  ladies  at  a  much  earlier  period  were  remarkable  for 
retaining  the  language  of  their  country  unalloyed ;  Plato  says  of 
them,  ol(riu  ori  oi  toA^io)  oi  rifjLiTspo$  t»  loora  na*  rw  UXra,  eS  ftaAa 
k^pfivTO'  xoii  oiJ^  ?x<OTa  al  yvvouKS^,  ulit&p  jutaX^rra  t^v  icp^aloLi 
foovvjv  (Tcofoycri.t  The  case  was  nearly  the  s^me  at  Rome.  Cicero 
derived  some  portion  of  the  purity  of  his  language  from  the  conver- 
sation of  Laelia  and  her  daughters. 

But  Mr.  Hobbouse  is  clearly  wrong  in  his  limitation  of  the  Ro- 
maic to  100  years  after  the  Ottoman  conquest.  Constantinople 
was  taken  in  the-year  1452.  About  seventy  years  afterwards  l)e- 
Inetrius  Zenus,  a  Greek  of  Zante^  translated  the  Batrachomyomachia 
into  the  vulgar  tongue,  which  does  not  differ  in  any  respect  from 
that  at  present  in  use.  The  measure  is  the  tetrameter  iambic  ca- 
talectic,  with  rhyme,  which  Mr.  Leake  elegantly  denominates  ^  the 
usual  7  J  footed  verse.'  He  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  Ro* 
maic  poetry  is  arranged  according  to  a  double  rule,  referring  both 

*  £|H8t  ap.  Hodram  de  Graec.  llJoftr.  p.  18P* 
i  C«Ttj).  dl.  p.  60,  ed.  VMifMtt 
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to  the  number  of  syllables,  and  to  the  metrical  ictus.  Verses  are 
not  only  rea-crepriavWot^oiy  k^ourvWa^oi,  &c.  but  also  o^otovoi,  voipo* 
fuTovoi,  irpoTrotpo^ovoi.  They  have,  for  instance,  the  orip^o^  Tfo-o-f* 
ffia'v)Oka^o$,  ojuTovof,  as 

6  ovpavos 

and  irupo^vTovog,  as 

and  vpowapo^vTOvog,  as 

eyipot(rt 
aonTrepoure, 
consequently  there  are  three  species  of  *  7J  footed  verses/    A 
short  analysis  of  the  Romaic  metres  is  subjoined  to  the  Auptxoi  of 
'A$avot<rio$  XpioroVouAo^,  (Vienna,  1811,)  the  preface  to  which  con- 
tains a  curious  defence  of  the  modem  dialect  in  the  form  of  a 
dream.     A  woman,  who  personifies  the  Erasmian  mode  of  pro- 
nunciation, says  to  die  dreamer,  KaXotl  Ssv  j3Xe7rei^  robs^petrr^i^ov^i 
(l^s  Frangais;)  Sev  vapuTYipels  rovs''E,yxXe^ovg;  (les  Anglais ;)  ottov 
flvai  (Toifoi  yevij,  kol)  rocro  fjis  crs^ovrai.  to  which  he  replies,  oi  ^uKottot 
^KWriveg,  rt  erg  falvovrui ;  Sev  ijrav  (ro<J>oi ;  ijrav  oijm)s  slicokohjurpou.    Ti 
Xofjrov  airopsig,  Siv  xal  ol  0gavT^«^oi  xai  oi  'EyxAe^oi,  ovra;  ug  ^hX 
iWoi  <ro(^o)j  eh*  elg  toDto  fjiJironoi, 
The  poem  before  alluded  to  begins  thus. 

This  metre  nearly  corresponds  to  our  verse  of  fourteen  sylla- 
bles, which  Chapman  has  used  in  his  translation  of  Homer,  and 
Sternhold  and  Hopkins  in  their  version  of  the  Psalms.  The  fol* 
lowing  lines  will  convey  an  exact  idea  of  the  rhythm  of  the  Ro- 
maic tetrameter,  if  the  last  syllable  of  devour  be  split  into  two. 

*  The  enemies  shall  not  oppress;  they  shall  not  him  devour; 
Nor  shall  the  sons  of  wickedness  on  him  have  any  pow-er/    ' 

As  to  the  antiquity  of  this  language,  Martin  Crusius,  (whom  Mr< 
Hobhouse,f  by  an  unaccountable  oversight,  describes  as  having 

travelled 

•  We  find  now  and  Uieii  in  the  Hellenic  poets  a  verse,  which,  being  read  accentu- 
ally, accords  with  the  modern  Koinaic  tetrameter:  for  instance,  v.  115  of  the  Persae  of 
Aeschylus,  a  good  trochaic  tetrameter  may,  by  this  mode  of  reading,  be  transformed 
into  an  iambic  pentedecasy liable. 

*il  Mu{oiffm  avitaa'a  Ttt^iiim  imcrJint. 
Bovfiof  Sif^vs,  Xiywo'i  ^\  wq  e-v  /xiffxfyav  rixvoti. 

Surely  we  want  no  other  arguments  to  prove  the  absurdity  of  reading  Greek  poetry  by 
accents  instead  of  quantities,  than  these  examples. 
t  Air.  Hobhottse's  words  ar«  Xh^9 ;  '  He  (VUJoison)  d«ot  not  belieto  that  Cnisiut 

wh« 
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travelled  from  1394  to  1427,)  published  his  Turco^raecia  in 
1684.  From  a  letter  of  Gerlachius  dated  1578,  we  learn  that  the 
Greeks  ponsidered  the  Romaic  dialect  ta  be  very  ancient,  but  were 
unable  to  fix  the  precise  time  of  its  introduction,  and  this  for  a 
very  obvious  reason,  which  we  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Leake 
has  successfully  refuted  the  notion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  on  this  point, 
p.  165,  note. 

With  regard  to  the  term  Uomflzc;  Constantinople  was  called, 
in  the  time  of  the  Greek  emperors,  vea  *P«5jm-ij.  The  Greeks 
termed  themselves  Toj/taTot,  and  iheir  language  'PajjutaVxij.  All  the 
western  nations  they  included  under  the  general  denominations  of 
^pdyxoi  and  AutIvoi,  Athanasius  Christopulus,  in  the  prolego- 
mena' to  his  grammar,  undertakes  to  prove  that  the  Romaic  is  but 
little  altered  from  the-Aeolic  and  Doric  dialects,  and  accordingly 
be  terms  it  the  Aeolo- Doric.  A  vehement  apologist  of  the  mo- 
dern dialect,  who  writes  in  the'Epft^^  Aoyiog,  vol.  i.  p.  331.  asserts 
that  the  Romaic  idioms  are  euysvsi^  <r^Yifj^ocTKr[jt,oi  rcov  suysvs(rTaTaii^ 
'jrpoyovoov.  One  of  his  instances  is  ovsiliov,  a  reproach,  which  he 
pronounces  to  be  purely  Homeric,  and  cites  from  Iliad  A.  ovst^loig 
ktrissviVf  for  oveihloig.  His  other  arguments  only  serve  to  shew, 
how  far  a  partiality  for  his  own  dialect,  aided  by  a  radical  igno- 
rance of  ancient  Grreek,  has  carried  him  from  the  regions  of 
common  sense.  ♦Those  of  his  coadjutor  Athanasius  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  specimen:  *  The  ancients  said  /SooXofx,'  lya, 
vou  'cm,  &c.  for  ^tiuXoiuan  eyw,  ttou  Stt*,  &c.  Precisely  in  the 
>ame  manner  we  say,  ^evpco,  fji^iropw,  voL,  Ih,  for  l^sCpoo,  IftTropoi,  Tva^ 
•vhbfJ  He  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  that  whoever  will  be  at  the  trou- 
ble of  comparing  the  modem  i\eolo-Doric  with  the  language  of 
Homer,  Hesiod,  and  the  more  ancient  of  the  Greek  poets  (5ro«  el^ 
T.ov  SrojSawv  evplcrycovrxi !)  will  acknowledge  the  former  to  be  *  in- 
comparably the  most  regular  and  smooth;  so  that  without  doufot^ 
if  the  question  be  philosophically  examined  in  the  balance  of 
truth,  we  may  pronounce  the  modem  syntax  far  to  exceed  the 
beauty  of  the  ancient,'  cSots  ava]ui<pij3oXcof,  isopovvrus  to  irpatyfji^ 
f^Xo(^o^^K(JOTepov  [jls  tijv  TrXia'Tiyya  T^f  aXYiislui,  awo^ota'l^ofji.ev,  5ti  if 
(FtJVTot^ig  i^ag  vwep^onvsi  to  kuWos  kicslpcjo;  t^j  ap^aloLS  Ixe/vij^  cruvra- 

The  two  distinctive  features  of  Romaic  are,  as  we  have  remark- 

w  '  *■■  ■  '  .1  >  ■  ■  ■ 

who  travelled  from  the  year  1394  to  14§7,  couW  ha^e  heard  the  words^  iv^fyt  /uthm 
^io^ira,  and  o  eik  iv\cytiroo  a-inav,  pronounced  efflogi  mena  despota,  and  o  them  efftogiim 
$enam ;'  and  m  a  note  we  are  referred  to  '  Turco-Graecia,  p.  44.'  Upon  making  the 
reference,  we  find  the  followmg  passage:  *  Intelligitur  ex  hoc  Clnbis exemplo,  linguara 
Barbaro^raecam  ctiam  illo  tempore  (139S)  stante  adhac  tinperio  Graeco,  fuisser 
idem  ex  historia  Gerfnanici  S^Htebergeri  patet*  qmi  ab  aamo  1394  ut^  ad  14^ 
C.hristi>  variis  regnis  Orientis  peragratis,  interim  otiam  Co;i&taaUao^U  imtp*  &c»  It 
WW  SchUteberger  who  travelledf  not  M,  Crusins. 
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ed,  the  use  of  auxil wy  verbs^  and  the  rejection  of  the  dimple  infini- 
tive. Yet  something  not  altogether  unlike  the  ndodera  usage  of  di^m 
as  an  auxiliary,  may  be  found  even  in  Hellenic  writers,  Plato, 
Phaedr.  p.  £30.  D.  ra  %wpia  xai  ri  SevSpa  ouSfv  fjJ  etiket  SiSad-xaiv, 
fields  and  trees  will  teach  me  nothing.  Arbtoph.  Phit.  770*  'Eym 
y  a7ravTyi<rul  y  sxelvois  ^ouXoy^ou.  I  for  my  part  mil  go  and  meef* 
them. 

The  modem  Greeks  use  V«p^  after  a  comparative  adjective,  as 
vpOTiiiorepov  Keyoo  T^v^pov)j<riv,  TrapuTyjv  jtAafiijo'fy.  Exactly  the  same; 
usage  of  TTupoi  occurs  m  Thucydides,  I.  9,3.  ri>Jou  re  IxAe/vf/eij,  af 
^VKVorepat  nrctpoL  toL  Ix  tou  irpiv  ^povoo  f/,VJ^fji,ovev6fi,svu  ^vvefivi(rotv. 
.  One  of  the  moiK;  striking  defects  of  the  Romaic  language  is  it» 
want  of  a  settled  and  consistent  form.  The  varieties  of  dialect  and 
different  degrees  of  purity  with  which  it  is  spoken  and  written,  are 
almost  numberless.  The  upper  classes  pronounce  their  conso- 
nants one  way,  the  lower  another;  the  polite  decline  their substan* 
tives  by  a  rule  which  the  vulgar  do  not  follow.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  it  is  only  within  a  very  few  years  that  the  Romaic  has  be- 
come a  written  language;  and  indeed  it  is  not  quite  clear,  whether 
the  genuine  mixo-barbarous  can  even  yet  lay  claim  to  that  appelW 
tion :  for  the  style  and  language  of  the  few  Romaic  books  whicb 
h^ve  fallen  under  our  inspection,  approach  more  nearly  to  the  mid- 
<Ue,  or  ecclesiastical  style,  than  to  the  vulgar  and  colloquial  Romaic. 

It  IS  not  our  intention  to  give  an  abstract  of  Mr.  Leake's  book: 
an  epitome  of  an  imperfect  grammar  would  be  ill-placed  in  the 
pages  of  our  journal ;  especially  as  there  are  not  wanting  compen- 
dious granimars  of  the  Romaic  tongue,  containing  all  that  is  to  be 
f9und  in  the  present  work  and  a  great  deal  more,  in  a  much  smaller 
compass,  and  not  difficult  to  be  procured :  but  we  shall  remark 
upon  a  few  points  of  resemblance  between  the  Romaic  and  its  pa-* 
rent  tongue,  which  deserve  attention,  and  which  Mr.  Leake  has 
omitted  to  notice,  although  he  has  pointed  out  some  instances  of 
similarity  which,  in  our  judgment,  are  very  dubious.  But  we  must 
p;*emise  that  there  are  yet  a  few  points,  in  which,  if  our  grammar 
is  right,  Mr.  Leake  is  wrong;  unless  indeed  both  are  correct, 
which  is  not  altogether  impossible,  considering  the  vague  and  un**- 
certain  state  of  this  dialecU  We  use  the  grammar  of  Athanasiu^ 
Christopulus  published  at  Vienna  in  1805. 

Mr.  Leake  informs  us,  that  nouns  masculine  in  aq  and  ij^  are 
tlms  declined : 

Sing.  nom.  otxt^ivrr^  Plur.  nom.  axtinvril^ 

gen.    au^ivrrj  gen.  otvievri^otiv 

ace.    auflgynj  ace.  atikvToiicug. 

JSut  this  is  not  an  example  of  words  in  a$,  which  are  differentlj 
^clined,  according  a3  they  are  peuacute  or  circ^^lflex ;  thus. 

Sing. 
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IM».  «5  —  i$  Pkir,  BOm.  —  ej     -^  aii$ 

fgCtL  §L     -*—  a  — •  W9     —   OOOIV 

ace.  «v  —  «>  —  ouj  —  a&ta4. 

'iSt.  Leake  aeems  to  have  confoaaded  diese  tenninalioasy  when 
he  9Kj%j  that  the  vulgar  make  the  nomiBatiTe  plural  iu  Ji^,  die 
nope  poHte  in  0^. 

Again :  *  Femiuines  in  a  and  i|  have  their  nominative  and  acctH 
ntive  phnal  in  aiSy  as  4^x^>  plural  ^ycd^.  But  according  to 
Athanashis,  the  nominative  is  in  e^,  the  accusative  in  at^.  We 
<diservey  however,  in  a  poem  quoted  hy  Mr.  Leake,  p.  145,  if  xox^ 
ittif  in  the  nominative  plural.  Modem  writers  make  the  accu- 
sative the  same  as  in  Hellenic.  The  plural  feminine  article,  ao* 
cofdii^  to  Mr.  Leake,  is  ^;  Athanasius,  with  greater  appearanc€f' 
of  probability,  makes  it  ^,  w  ith  the  iota  underwritten.  Korai,  and 
odier  writers,  use  aX.  *  Alasculiues  in  0;  and  neuters  in  ftv  have 
Aeir  oblique  cases  as  in  Hellenic,'  but  no  notice  is  taken  of  femi- 
uines in  Of,  which  make  their  nomiimtive  plural  in  s§,  and  aeon 
sative  in  eu$f  as  ij  irofdiifog,     p  ita^isvsg,    Tau§  'KttfAsHuc. 

The  paradigm,  which  Mr.  Leake  gives  of  the  pa^ssive  barytone 
verbs,  differs  materially  from  that  of  Adianasius  Chnstopulus ;  but 
we  are  not  competent  to  determine  which  is  most  correct. 

But  to  return  to  our  observations.  In  p.  1 7,  fiovri^iit^f,  drcmningi 
fi^mo¥y  bearings  xor^ifLoy,  cuUing^  are  not,  properiy  speakingf 
substantives,  but  neuter  adjectives^  of  a  form  common  in  Hel* 
lenic. 

The  termination  in  o^,  as  ytXeio-Mtpi];,  a  wag^  xafia)jJif^  a 
horseman^  seem  to  be  referable  to  the  Italian  termination  in  cre^  tt 
cavaliere,  birroviere.  Substantives  in  aj,  as  o-;toi»af ,  a  rope  makers 
;^ffiAa^,  a  thick-lipped  person,  are  deducible  from  HeOenic  fonas, 
as  iimrrtYlas,  myfieerlcig.  Those  in  rput^wre  purely  Hellenic;  mad 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  form  of  words  was  chiefly  in  use 
amoi^st  the  lower  orders  in  ancient  Greece.  One  class  of  sub- 
stantives, unnoticed  by  Mr.  Leake,  are  those  in  »»«;,  from  the  B[,el- 
lenic  in  »y,  the  names  of  apartments  or  receptacles,  as  ofvMnms^ 
caiipcofaiSf  weLfBsvmva^,  &c.  the  birdcage,  the  metis  apartmemi,  the 
virgins  apartment,  from  6fifi9»¥,  ca^pdv,  s-aepAnwy.  These  words 
were  originally  nothing  dse  than  genitive  cases  elliptically  con- 
structed, ay^paa¥  (t2tAa/i.of),  hyatrdiv  (olxtcxos),  &c.  afterwards  used 
as  nominative  cases  and  declined  »y,  avoi,  8cc. 

The  termination  in  I  is  very  common  in  Romaic,  and  seems  tor 
have  proceeded  from  Hellenic  diminutives  in  ION.  The  pragre9- 
five  change  was  iw,  if,  1.  We  have  in  the  Geoponic  writers* 
xsofL/xtiSiv,  Zaviivy  s-ixg^iy,  iptlaxiw,  yoyyikiV,  fuotfovKiv,  ^t^afiv,  all  of 
them  from  diminutives  in  lov.  So  ^inofdov  was  first  changed  to  . 
iffituy,  and  then  to  ^»fii    But  tb^  usage  of  ^sofiSw  in  the  sense  of 

bread^ 
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bread f  is  by  no  means  modern;  as  Mr.  Leake  supposes.  It  beard 
no  other  sense  in  the  New  Testament.  See  Schleusner  in  voce. 
Amongst  the  dimifiutives^  those  in  ovKu  come  from  the  Latin  ula* 
'TTopTovKu,  a  little  door,  is  manifestly  porta  la;  and  the  additive 
^ooKosy  frov\ct,  trorjXov,  (as  in  *AXsf  avSgOTrouXoj ,  the  son  of  Alexander, 
ToupxoVouXoj,  a  young  Turk,  Teoipyo'TrovXet,  the  daughter  of  George)^ 
ue  are  inclined  to  refer  to  the  Latin  pullus,  rather  tnan  to  the 
Hellenic  waJAoj  with  the  Romaic  grammarians  and  Mr.  Leake. 

Mr.  Leake  (p.  3 1 ),  says,  that  '  the  Romaic  imperfect  is  often 
employed  to  express  a  sense  analogous  to  that  of  our  imperfect 
subjunctive  passive,  as,*Av  to  sI^ol  Xi^u  Trgar^Vs^a,  Ih  eygoKpct,  If 
I  had  received  it  before,  I  should  not  have  zvritten.  Does  Mr. 
Leake  mean  that  there  is  any  passive  verb  in  the  above  sentence? 
or  that  as  far  as  expression  of  time  is  concerned,  it  makes  any  dif- 
ference whether  the'verb  be  active  or  passive?  He  subjoins  in  d 
note,  *  This  mode  of  employing  the  imperfect  is  exactly  that  of 
the  ancients,  as  in  the  verse  of  Aristophanes, 

E*  fAn  TOT  Ivrovovy,  hv»  »v  ovx,  ivf>fai»6uyif — 

In  general  the  exact  use  of  the  tenses  varies  so  much  in  different 
languages,  that  it  can  only  be  acquired  by  long  practice.'  A  very 
just  remark,  and  strikingly  verified  in  the  observation  which  pre- 
ceded it :  for  the  Romaic  usage  of  the  miperfect,  instead  of  being 
exactly  the  same  with  that  of  the  ancients,  is  exactly  contrary  to  it. 
The  imperfect  conjunctive  cannot  be  expressed  in  Hellenic  without 
the  potential  particle  uv,  a  particle  which  in  the  Romaic  has  aa 
entirely  different  force :  in  order  to  assimilate  the  construction  of 
the  passage  above  quoted,  it  should  stand  thus :  ^Av  fjt.r,  tot  hrovovv, 
vOy  oujc  eu^ponvofji-riv,  a  sentence  which  we  need  scarcely  tell  our 
readers  involves  two  solecisms. 

The  first  aorist  is  the  only  past  tense  in  verbs  taken  from  the 
Hellenic ;  and,  says  Mr,  Leake  : 

*  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Latin  language  borrowed  its  past  from 
the  same  Hellenic  tense :  thus  Latin  words  in  co  have  their.perfect  in 
xi,  and  those  in  bOy  ptoy  in  psi^  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  Hellenic, 
first  aorists  are  formed  from  the  same  terminations  in  the  present.' 

We  know  no  Latin  word  ending  in  pto,  which  makes  its  pre- 
terite psi;  but  we  remember  the  beginning  of  a  distich  in  an  an- 
cient Latin  writer,  jJO^Y  psi,  to  which  probably  our  author  alludes. 
When  Mr.  Leake  remarks  that  exaii^ot,  I  have  made,  is  the  same  as 
'  the  first  aorist  of  the  Hellenic  xotiivoo,  la  bora,  he  means,  we  pre- 
sume, that  this  might  have  been  the  first  aorist  of  x&iivco,  had  it  not 
80  happened  that  Hellenic  verbs  in  fivco  had  no  first  aorist.  ^Hib 
fact  does  not  accord  with  Mr.  Leake's  subsequent  remark,  *  that 
when  the  Hellenic  verb  has  no  first  aorist;  the  Romaic  past  is 
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formed  from  the  second  aorist;'  which  is  no  doabt  true,  and  ap- 
pfiea  to  eKU[jLa,  The  Romaic  words  kot^uhco,  Xu^ulvwy  [aoi6ouvo», 
Vafla/vo),  are  manifestly  formed  from  Xaf/i,^(xvai),  Xuy^ivco,  fjLoivSivm, 
'jTccviivco,*  and  not,  as  Mr.  Leake  conjectures,  from  Xxfieoo,  voiBe», 
8cc.  words  which  never  existed,  although  he  terms  them  ancient 
Hellenic  forms.  The  /x  was  dropped  and  the  penultima  sharpened, 
\vheu  the  /3  was  softened  into  a  V,  and  the  accentual  pronunciation 
'became  general. 

'OyXiyoopcty  quickly^  which  Mr.  Leake  derives  from  oX/7^  wga, 
or  from  ypfiyopsoo  (!),  is  with  more  probability  to  be  traced  to  the 
Italian  ognora,  or  oggi  ora.  Our  author's  derivation  of  ^roo-rpo, 
cleanliness^  from  (nruprov,  a  broom^  reminds  us  forcibly  of  the  me- 
tathesis, by  which  to  tope  is  filiated  upon  the  Latin  polo ;  the  true 
etymon  is  Tracrcreiv,  to  sprinkle.  He  is,  however,  indebted  for  his 
conjecture  to  an  epistle  of  Alexander  Vasilius,  in  the  Ep/x.%  Aoywj, 
i.  p.  135.  Mr.  Leake  devotes  too  many  pages  of  his  splendid 
quarto  to  a  laboured  analysis  of  some  vile  poems  in  the  Romaic 
language,  the  most  remarkable  of  which  he  acknowledges  to  be 'a 
production  so  extremely  tiresome,  that  few  persons  will  have  the 
patience  to  get  through  a  single  book.'  The  subject  of  it  is  the 
loves  of  Erotocritus,  only  son  of  Pezostratus,  first  lord  of  Ae  trea- 
sury to  Hercules,  king  of  Athens,  and  llie  priAcess  rojral  Aretusa. 
The  conclusion  of  Erophile,  the  second  poem  analysed  by  Mr. 
Leake,  reminds  us  of  Titus  Andronicus  and  Tom  Thumb ;  Pan- 
^retus,  and  Erophile  the  daughter  of  king  Hiilogohiis,  afe  se- 
cretly married.  Philogonus  discovers  the  seci'et,  kills  Panaretus, 
and  presents  his  hands  and  heart  in  a  basin  to  Erophile,  who  forth- 
with makes  a  speech  and  stabs  herself.  The  king  is  incontiheridy 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  Chorus;  the  gliost  of  his  brother  enters,  and, 
standing  upon  the  remains  of  the  body,  concludes  the  whole  vpiA  a 
•speech.  This  sounds  ridiculously  enough ;  but  in  respect  of  the 
horrific,  it  is  very  little  worse  than  the  Hecuba  of  EunpicTes,  or 
the  Oedipus  Tyranntis  of  Sophocles :  it  is  amusing,  however,"  to 
find  Mr.  Hobhouse  describing  Erophile  as  a  pastoral  drama. 
-One  thing  is  certain,  that  it  occupies  a  much  larger  quantity  of 
paper  in  Mr.  Leake's  book  than  it  deserves.    To  each  of  his'^ex- 


'1 


♦  These  Verbs  in  tuw  w^re  mucli  used  by  the  neoteric  writers  of  Greece,  iroiiafw 
occurs  more  than  once  in  the  SchoKast  on  Euripides  t  vwr&m»,  ifideo,  in  the  rtrgtiiMiit  of 
'  Anstopbanea  the  graromarian  to  tlie  Pliituaof  hb  namesakti.  In  the  sameunmiiBf  tbe 
;  Komaic  tirirvxahoa  co^es  from  lirtivy^^hoo.  The  terroinations  ay«  and  (ut^^  were  substr- 
•  tuted  for  each  other  at  an  early  period;  oXi0>da/y«,  aK^lyoot  oX^lm,  Meikkureedw  occof 
•4a^h«  comparatively  recent  writers*  Musaeua,  Aelian,  Pausanias,  and  the  Scholiast  oa 
Plato ;  and  it  may^  be  questioned  whether  the  critics  are  to  be  justiH^  in  altering  them 
into  tlic  tfibre  anctentforms  in  aw. '  To  the  neoterib'  verbs  in  mo»  hiay  be  added  ^uvhm, 
IpUinu  from  M.  Apostolius,  xvi.  SS,  and hffvx^i^t  £rgm  Charito,  i p.'!S8.     S^eBastH 
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tracts  is  subjoiped  a  vocabulary  of  such  words  a$  are  either  '  of 
foreign  origni,  or  so  much  di^gured  as  not  to  be  recognised  for 
Hellenic/  Under  which  of  these  descriptions  does  Mr.  Leake 
range  such  Mords  as  lj3pou;^aTO,  roared^  arvvxifocvTulvovv^  meet  to-^ 

f  ether,  sTTYj^^ev,  leaped ,  ^ovrpo  ^upaKi,  a  heavy  mass  of  rocky  So8ijy, 
as  been  given , ,  x^^h*  poured  out,  (prspoi,  whigs,  vctpr),  papier ^ 
ftao-xaArj,  arm-pit,  uvTiTrarsi,  treads  against,  iLup^Mu,  perfume^ 
xoxKivov,  red,  &c.  ?  If  Mr.  Leake  had  possessed  but  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  acquaintance  witli  Hellenic  which  he  has  with  Ropiaic> 
he  would  not  have  inserted  in  his  vocabularies  such  words  as  these^ 
and  omitted  many  others  of  much  less  obvious  origin.  We  are  at  ~ 
a  loss  to  imagine  what  lexicon  could  have  informed  him  that  tpifo-og 
is  Greek  for  a  region,  when  in  point  of  fact  it  signifies  a  shaui,  or 
that  p^aip/Aai  and  po^io),  and  alp^jtJtaAcivco,  and  jSuflai,  and  ^olvto^^ 
are  Hellenic  words.  Such  errors  as  these  would  be  trivial  and 
beneath  the  critic's  notice,  did  they  occur  in  any  other  Work  than 
one  which  is  written  expressly  on  the  subject  of  grammar. 

A  part  of  the  fifth  section  is  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  the 
modern  pronunciation  of  the  Greek  letters,  which  subject  had  pre- 
viously been  discussed  in  a  much  fuller  and  more  amusing  man- 
ner by  Mr.  Hobhouse.  The  question  at  issue  is  this,  whelhei:  the 
£rasmiau  pronunciation,  at  present  generally  adopted  in  the  schopls 
of  Europe,  or  that  of  the  modern  Greeks^  which  is  widely  different) 
approaches  more  nearly  to  the  ancient  standard. 

Towards  the  fall  of  the  Byzantine  empire,  many  lenrned  Greeks, 
driven  from  their  native  soil,  transplanted  the  tree  of  knowledge 
from  the  shores  of  the  Hellespont  to  the  plains  of  Latium.  Some 
expressions  in  writers  who  have  mentioned  this  subject,  might  lead 
us  to  suppose  that  the  Greek  language  was  altogether  unknown  in 
Italy  before  the  fall  df  Constantinople.  But  this  was  not  exactly 
the  case.  Leontius  Pilatus  of  Thessalouica  instructed  Boc(;accio 
in  Greek  about  the  year  1350,  and  gave  public  lectures  on  Homer 
at  Florence,  The  description  which  liis  illustrious  pupil  has  given 
of  him,  seems  to  have  excited  the  emulation  of  eminent  Greek 
scholars  in  subsequent  ages.  '  Aspectu  horridus  homo  est,  turpi 
facie,  barba  proJixa,  et  capillitio  nigro,  et  meditatione  occupatus 
assidua,  moribus  incultus,  nee  satis  urbanus  homo.'f  But  after  the 
death  of  Boccaccio,  Greek  literature  made  no  progress  in  Italy, 
till  the  arrival  of  Emmanuel  Chrysoloras,  who  began  to  give  lec- 
•  tures  at  Florence  about  the  year  i  39 1 :  some  time  before  which  pe- 
riod it  appears  that  he  had  i3e€n  in  London.     He  was  followed  by 

.   ■■■> 'i     11  n     «.     II   ...  ■■I.--. ...        iii,ii;     .t.     I  I.I   1 1. -,/■•.  ■■  I  i« ,    .        ■ 

*  n^is  lyord  Mr.  liCake  informs  us  is  from  Uie  Hellenic  ;)^u«,  but  he  omits  to  tell  ai 
.  jvliere  suc|i.a  verb  is  to  be  found. 
'  t  Boccaccio  in  Kpist.  ap.  Kodiuoa'de  Graec  lUustr.  p.  3. 
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Demetrius  Chalcondyles,  Emnmniiel  Moschopulus,  Joannes  At-' 
gyropulus,  Theodofws  Gaza,  and  Coiistaiitiriiw  Lascaris.;  It  is  to 
these  learned  exiles  that  the  complete  revival  of  Grecian  literature 
in  the  western  parts  of  Europe  is  to  be  attribuletf :  and  althougli  it 
be  trae,  as  Mr.  Hobhouse  remarks,  that  the  industry  of  Anrispa 
and  Filelfo  appears  more  active  and  useful  than*  that  of  any  native 
Greek,  it  is  certain  that  the  Italians  could  not  pretend  to  vie  with 
the  Byzantine  strangers  in  their  knowledge  of  Greek,  or  indeed  of 
ancient  literature  in  general.  Filelfo  himself  had  studied  for  a  con- 
siderable time  at  Constantinople  under  the  learned  men  with  whom 
that  city  abounded.  Emmanuel  Chrysoloras  was,  according  to 
Poggio,  ^  Graecorum  omnium  facile  princeps,  et  doctrinae  quoddam 
seminarium,  a  quo  multi  viri  doctissimi  prodierunt.^  Theodorus 
Gaza  was,  by  common  consent,  the  most  learned  man  of  his  time: 
Cardinal  Be«sarion  and  Marcus  Musurus  were  not  surpassed  in 
erudition  by  any  of  liH;  Italian  scholars  whom  Mr.  Hobhouse  extols 
in  preference  to  them. 

It  followed,  as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  universal  estimation 
in  which  these  Greeks  were  held,  that  the  Byzantine  mode  of  pro- 
nunciation was  almost  universally  received  by  the  western  scholars. 
It  was  introduced  by  Joannes  Keuchlinus  into  German}',  by  Tus- 
sanns  into  France,  and  by  Grocyn  and  Linacer  into  England ;  wha 
were  the  first  teachers  of  the  Greek  language  in  their  respective 
countries.  It  was,  however,  opposed  at  an  early  period  by  Aldus 
Manutius ;  but  it  was  afterwards  more  directly  impugned  by  Eras- 
mus, Cheke,  Smith,  H.  Stephens,  Beza,  Adolphus  von  Metkerke^ 
Gretser,  Helvigius,  Isaac  Vossius,  and  Henniniiis,  who  succeeded 
in  expelling  it  from  the  schools.  But  many  eminent  scholars  still 
inclined  to  the  Byzantine  mode,  particularly  the  two  Scaligers  and 
Salmasius.  Most  of  the  tratcts  which  have  been  written  on  thi» 
controverted  question  were  collected  and  published  in  two  volumes 
by  Sigfebert  Havercamp  at  Leyden,  in  1736 — 1740.  His  Sylloge 
does  not  comprehend  the  remarks  of  our  learned  physician  John 
Caius,  nor  those  of  Ramirez  de  Prado  in  his  risvT^xovTotgp^oj,  a 
work  severely  handled  by  the  learned  Thomas  Gataker;  nor,  lastly, 
the  treatise  of  John  Ilodolph  Wetstein,  a  professor  at  Basle,  in 
1681,  who  takes  up  the  cudgels  in  behalf  of  the  much  injured  Ro- 
maic pronunciation,  but  with  very  little  success ;  although  Athana- 
sins  Christopulus  describes  his  arguments  as  being  perfectly  avay^ 
rlpfYiTOt,  To  the  friends  of  the  Erasmian  mode  may  be  added  the 
names  of  Morhof,  (Poly hist.  IV.  6.  18,)  and  Hadrien  de  Valois^ 
(Valesiumty  p.  207.)  A  late  emment  scholar,  the  Baron  de  Lo^ 
cella,  in  his  notes  on  Xenophon  Ephesiusj^  p.  134,  professes  ta 
Lave  discovered  some  arguments  agaiast  tbe  Romaic  method,  more 
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decisive  than  any  which  had  been  before  produced:  but  he  does 
not  state  the  nature  of  them. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  confound  the  present  barbarousimode 
of  pronunciation  adopted  at  most  of  our  great  schools,  and  in  the 
universities,  with  Uiat  introduced  by  Erasmus;  which  is  still  ad" 
hered  to  on  tlie  continent.  Ours  is  purely  English;  the  sound 
which  we  give  to  i  and  au  is  exclusively  our  own.  We  make  no 
diffejence  between  e  afld  )j,  %  and  et,  w,  eu,  and  )ju,  o  and  w ;  and  in* 
deed,  in  this  respect,  we  are  but  little  better. than  the  modern 
Greeks  themselves.  A  leading  feature  of  the  Romaic  pronuuciar 
tion  is,  that  they  give  the  same  sound  (that  of  the  Italian  i)  to  th^ 
vowels  >j,  «,  w,  and  the  diphthongs  6i,  oi,  oi.  This  was  first  termed 
by  H.  Stephens  iotacismus;  a  word  which  has  since  been  generally 
employed  to  express  this  peculiarity  of  pronunciation.  A  "very 
considerable  part  of  the  faults  which  disfigure  the  manuscript 
copies  of  Greek  authors,  is  referable  to  the  iotacism  of  the  modern 
Greeks,  by  whom  most  of  the  Greek  AISS.  now  extant  were  writ- 
ten. No  error  is  more  common  than  the  <:onfusion  of  >],  i,  and  v, 
especially  of  the  two  latter  vowels;  and  as  the  i  and  v  were  very 
likely  to  be  mistaken  for  each  other,  both  in  pronunciation  and 
writing,  the  copyists  were  frequently  obliged,  to  distinguish  the 
iota  by  placing  over  it  one  or  two  dots.  Many  traces  of  the  iota- 
cism are  discoverable  in  Hesychius ;  for  instance,  "T«?,  ^  OJfaJ,. 
^nj^dKiov,  OI(r5Xa»  otyuBu.  'lUg.  ca^iJia,  It  is  astonisliing  that 
Wetstein  should  have  had  so  little  acquaintance  with  the  real  nature 
of  Greek  MSS.  as  to  adduce  from  them  any  arguments  to  prove 
the  antiquity  of  this  vicious  pronunciation. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  ancient  times  H  had  a  nearer  affinity  to  A ' 
than  to  I ;  in  fact  H,  pronounced  broad,  w?is  the  same  as  A.  The 
Syracusan  women  in  Theocritus,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
Dorians,  substitute  in  their  pronunciation  A  for  H ;  upon  which  a 
stander-by  complains  that  they  make  all  their  words  broad;  which 
may  lead  us  to  conclude  that  the  Greeks  gave  to  their  H  the  sound 
of  a  mfate,  and  to  their  A  that  of  a  mj^'ast,  Wetstein  contends, 
that  the  Romaic  pronunciation  of  H  is  correct,  because  in  an 
ancient  MS.  of  the  Gospels,  are  written  fiKa<r<pifjuav  and  Kvpivaiog 
instead  of  fiKaa'(fr,{xiccv  and  KvgYivuhg;  but  surely  this  proves  nothuig 
more  than  that  the  copyist  was  himself  a  modern  Greek.  Eras*- 
mus  contends  with  greater  reason,  that,  since  the  Latins  always 
express  the  Greek  H  by  their  own  E,  it  is  clear  that  the  two 
letters  hdd  nearly  the  same  sound;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Latins 
distinguished  between  I  and  H. 

'Hi  tt  llic  T  was  not  confounded  with  I,  appears  from  several 
coiis'i(i'v;r;.tions.     Tpl^siv,  to  make  a  shrill  tioise,  and  Tfii^siv,  io  coo 
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like  a  dotJCy  ioould  only  have  been  distinguished  from  each  other  by 
the  sound  of  the  vowela,  for  the  accent  is  the  same  in  both. 

The  Greek  jxtJj  is  Aius  in  Latin,  and  x\vco  is  duo ;  but  the  Latin 
U  was  certainly  pronounced  difi'erently  from  the  Greek  T,  which 
was  received  into  the  Latin  alpiiabet,  and  had  a  sound  nearly  an» 
swering  to  the  French  U.  Our  English  mode  of  pronouncing  the 
T  is  as  much  too  broad,  as  our  utterance  of  the  Latin  U  is  too 
narrow. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  Romaic  is,  that  the  vowel  E,  and  the 
diphthong  AI,  are  both  pronounced  like  the  Italian  e.  M.  Leake 
observes,  that  in  some  passages  of  the  Hellenic  tragedians  the  ex- 
clamations S,  S,  and  a<,  ai,  follow  close  upon  each  other,  and  can 
hardly  have  been  intended  to  denote  the  same  sound.  It  is  urged 
by  the  defenders  of  the  Romaic  method,  that  the  Romans  expressed 
AI  by  their  diphtliong  AE,  writing  CAESAR  for  KAI2AP.  It 
should  rather  be  said  that  the  later  Greeks  used  AI  for  AE,  writing 
KAISAP  for  CAESAR,  and  the  like.  But  the  argument  proves 
nothing:  for  if,  as  is  most  probable,  the  Romans  gave  a  broad 
sound  to  their  A,  the  Greek  AI  was  Jhe  only  diphthong  which 
would  approach  to  their  AE;  and  we  find  that  in  the  words  an* 
ciently  derived  from  the  Hellenic,  the  diphthong  itself  is  retained, 
as  in  Maia,  Aiax^  Grains^  Nnias,  Besides  which,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Romans  anciently  wrote  praisu/y  aidilis,  and  the  like.  The 
Athenians  seem  to  have  narrowed  the  sound  of  AI :  they  pronounced 
xaco,  jfiXaco,  instead  of  kuIoo,  KXaica :  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Aeo- 
liaus,  instead  of  toig  VjjLaSf  said  ralj  Tifi^uic,  as  the  modern  Greeks  do. 

Most  English  scholars  make  no  difference  between  E  and  H, 
but  it  is  certain  that  in  ancient  times  the  long  and  short  E  were 
pronounced  differently.  The  old  grammarian  Diomedes  informs 
lis,  that  v^hen  the  ancients  would  write  a  word  having  the  sound 
(Ixfwvijcriv)  of 'Hra,  they  wrote  an  E,  and  over  it  the  marlc  of  long 
quantity  ;  and  the  same  for  the  long  O. 

*  EI  had  not  the  same  sound  as  I,'  says  Mr,  Hobhduse,  *  or 
Cicero  in  his  letter  to  Papyrius  Paetus  would  not  have  said  that 
Bivsi  had  a  different  sound  from  biniJ  Unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Hobhouse's  argument,  Cicero  expressly  declares  them  to  have  the 
same  sound;  and  the  whole  force  of  his  reasoning  rests  on  this 
supposition.  And  if  Mr.  Hobliouse  had  looked  one  page  furtlier 
in  the  treatise  of  Mekerchus,  he  would  have  found  the  following 
remark  upon  the  passage  of  Cicero  in  question.  'Obiter  notau* 
jdura,  quod  i  longnm  Romanis  olim  sonabat  ut  diphthongus  ei,  hoc 
est  ci.'  There  seems,  however,  to  be  no  doubt,  but  that  EI  did 
originally  differ  in  sound  from  I.  The  Romans  did  not  anciently 
express  the  above  diphthong  by  I,  but  by  EI,  and  wrote  Atexaur 
dreittf  Academeia,  Caesareia,  Lgodiceia,  Thaleia,  polileia  ;  and 
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as  tfae  Greeks  contracted  their  plural  accusatives  in  ici$  into  §!$,  as 
fiota-iXeas,  Pci(ri\el$j  so  probably  did  die  Latins  anciently  pui^ue  the 
same  method  in  the  declension  of  certain  nouns.  The  old  accusa- 
tives oveisy  plureiSf  omneis,  perhaps  were  contracted  from  evkas, 
plureasy  omneas.  The  most  ancient  fonn  of  the  third  decleosiott 
in  the  plural  seems  to  have  been  this :  Nom.  oves,  gen.  oveum,'  dat. 
ovebtis,  ace.  oveas-oveis.  So,  Nom.  domues-domiisy  gen.  donrnum, 
dat.  domubus,  acci  domuas-dom^. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  appears  to  have  turned  over  the  leaves  of  Meker- 
chus  in  great  haste  :  he  telb  us  that  the  Erasmian  pronunciation  of 
or  is  like  that  of  the  same  diphthong  in  our  word  *  plough.'  He 
should  have  said  the  modern  English j  for  we  alone  give  this  power 
to  or.  The  Romaic  pronunciation,  and  probably  die  Hellenic, 
is  the  same  as  the  French,  in  pouhy  mo  avoir,  Mekerchus  says  of 
or,  that  it  is  the  only  proper  diphthong  which  is  rightly  pronounced 
by  all.  The  most  ancient  Greeks  expressed  it  by  the  simple  vowel 
O.  The  answer  which  the  Lacedaemonians  returned  to  an  inquiry  of 
Philip,  whether  they  would  admit  him  into  their  city,  was  a  letter, 
containing  a  large  circle,  or  as  some  say,  several  concentric  circles, 
expressing  od,  or  oi,  oi,  oS.  Tlie  distich  of  Ausonius  on  this  sub- 
ject is  well  known : 

Una  fuit  tantum,  qua  respondere  Lacon^s 
Litera,  et  irato  regi  placuere  negantes/ 

Many  instances  of  O  for  OT  may  be  seen  in  inscriptions.  The 
affinity  of  their  sound  illustrates  the  Doric  change  of  OT  into  12. 
The  force  of  the  Greek  OT  and  the  Latin  U  seems  nearly  to  have 
ppswered  to  that  of  the  Italian  L^,  as  in  lume.  We  have  in  Poly- 
bius,  an  author  who  lived  before  the  decline  of  either  language, 
AcvToJJXo^,  .MepowXa,  'SovXirixiog,  Aw^ouyxouX^Tof,  for  LentuluSf  Me- 
Tuluy  $u/piciuSf  Aurunculeius. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  modem  method,  is  the  giving  to  AT 
and  ET  the  sounds  of  «/*,  or  ax;,  efj  or  et) ;  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  prove  that  this  is  diiiferent  from  the  ancient  method. 

With  regard  to  the  consonants,  the  most  controverted  is  B,  to 
which  the  modern  Greeks  give  the  force  of  our  V.  And  here  we 
have  not  much  assistance  from  the  Latin  language,  which  is  called 
to  the  aid  of  both  parties.  We  have  to  be  sure  cymba^  crambe, 
UbOy  lembiiSf  bos,  bi/ssus,  bombiis,  brachium,  balneumy  barbarus, 
which  ^re  Greek  words  in  a  Latin  dress;  but  then  fascinus  is 
formed  from  fiicrxctvosy  and  fremo  from  fipsfjua).  We  have  in  later 
Greek  authors  both  ^ipyl\io$  and  OiipylXio^y  Bs<rw^o-iavoj  and 
Oi&^iut(ria.vos*  The  real  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be,  that  the  an- 
cjents  pronounced  the  B  as- we  do ;  but  that  it  began  to  slide  into 
the  V  soon  after  the  Augustan  age.     Polybius  and  Strabo  writo 
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Ba//SiOf;  Ti^epiog,TtxfimQs — OJaXs^Ia,  Ovsvifpm:  but  in  later  writers 
we  find  B  and  OT  used  indiscriminately  to  express  the  Roman  V. 

The  modern  Greeks  give  to  T  the  force  of  N  when  immediately 
preceding  y,  x,  J,  ;^.  We  do  the  same  in  reading  Greek  :  w  helher 
correctly  or  not,  appears  to  Mr.  Hobhouse  io  be  doubtful.  One 
instance  from  a  hundred  is  sufficient  to  decide  tlie  question.  The 
Roman  uncia  was  the  same  as  tlie  Greek  otjyxloij  a  Sicilian  deno- 
mination of  weight,  used  as  early  as  the  time  of  Sophron  and  Epi- 
charmus.*  The  more  obvious  instances  of  anchora^  ancile,  an' 
chusa  will  occur  to  every  one.  There  is  only  one  mode  of  resist- 
ing this  argument ;  which  is,  to  suppose,  as  Theodore  Beza  does, 
that  the  ancient  Greeks  never  used  this  orthography,  but  alwajis 
wrote  avKvpu,  hjtuKXiog,  &c.  a  supposition  notoriously  erroneous. 
We  have  in  Spon  CTrrENEIC,  ArFEAEIC  (the  inhabitants  of 
an  Attic  ^i/.og  now  called  Jmljeloklpou,)  EFKATCIN,  EniTTF- 
XAN12N.  Aulus  Gellius  observes,  that  the  N  in  aucora^  artguh, 
&c.  has  not  its  genuine  power,  and  says  expressly  that  in  the 
Greek  words  uyysKo^  and  ayx^iarTa,  and  the  like,  the  G  has  a 
middle  sound  between  N  and  G.  This  middle  sound  was  probably 
the  same  as  the  French  and  Italians  give  tog  before  w,  as  in  en- 
seignery  agnella,  signore,  and  the  Spaniards  to  the  n  tildadoy  as  in 
Conama^  ensenar.  And  it  is  not  improbable  thatF  had  nearly  the 
same  sound  before  N,  as  in  ylyvofji^aiy  otyvoiot,  for  ymf^oti,  avoia. 

Mr.  Leake  argues  strongly  m  behalf  of  the  accentual  method  of 
reading  Greek ;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  the  introduction  of  the 
tiersus  politici  distinctly  marks  the  period  when  this  method  eame 
into  vogue ;  and  the  instances,  which  we  before  adduced,  of  tro- 
chaics  converted  into  iambics  by  the  accentual  mode  of  reading, 
most  prove  at  least  that  tlie  ancients  read  poetry  with  one  emphasis, 
and  the  moderns  with  another ;  which  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  be 
proved.  There  is  one  solution  of  this  difficult  question  advanced 
by  Bishop  IJorsley,  that  the  want  of  harmony  which  ensues  upon 
our  reading  Greek  verse  according  to  accent,  is  merely  the  vice  of 
our  elocution;  and  that  accent  might  be  so  given  as  to  preserve  the 
quantity.  That  this  may  be  accomplished  ya  some  instances,  we 
are  ready  to  allow  ;  but  that  it  can  in  all,  or  in  the  greater  number, 
we  most  positively  deny.  It  is  indeed  stated  in  a  ridiculous  pam- 
phlet, entitled  *  Porsoniana,'  that  the  late  professor  Porson  wa« 
of  opinion,  that  a  certain  Greek  of  Salonika  read  Homer  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  preserve  both  accent  and  quantity.  But  Mr.  Hob- 
bouse  justly  questions  the  truth  of  this  story.     In  fact  there  is  not 


•  Photius,  'OyKio..  t3v  a-ra6f4,Sv.     lu^pw  Ka\  'Ew/p^ap/ttoff.    But  it  appears  from  Ari«« 
t«>tle,  quoted  by  Julius  PoUqx^  ix*  80.  that  the  true  form  is  Olfyula. 
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a  modern  Greek  who  has  any  idea  of  quantity ;  and  the  thing  itself 
13  impossible. 

In  discussing  the  antiquity  of  accents,  Mr.  Hobhouse  and  Mr. 
Leake  are  both  put  of  their  depth.  They  both  refer  to  a  verse 
from  the  Antiope  of  Euripides,  said  to  have  been  discovered  by  the 
Canonico  Pratilli  upon  the  wall  of  a  street  at  Herculaneum,  in 
red  and  black  letters,  in  the  common  cursive  character,  and  with 
accents.  But  Mr.  Walpole  has  made  out,  satisfactorily  we  think; 
that  this  inscription  is  supposititious ;  and  there  are  many  resisona 
which  induce  us  to  class  it  with  the  celebrated  discoveries  of  the 
Ahh&  Fourmont.  The  cursive  character  was  certainly  not  used 
earlier  than  the  seventh  century  of  our  era.  The  accentual  system 
of  the  modern  Greeks  does  not  appear  to  differ  materially  from  the 
ancient,  invented  by  Aristophanes  of  Byzantium, 

In  the  second  chapter  of  his  book  Mr.  Lrfiake  gives  some  jic* 
count  of  the  Albanian  language,  the  barbarous  jargon  of  a  barba-* 
rous  tribe,  scaicely  in  any  respect  more  interesting  than  the  dialect 
of  Otaheite.  The  preliminary  observations  on  the  history  and  gep- 
graphy  of  Albania  arc  valuable,  and  throw  considerable  light  upon  a 
country  very  little  known,  before  the  publication  of  Mr.  Hobhouse'j 
amusing  tour.  That  gentleman's  work  certainly  betrays  numerous 
marks  of  precipitancy  and  want  of  caution,  of  subjects  hastily  got> 
upy  and  of  authors  half  read  ;  but  we  cannot  help  i^grettipg,  tbi^t 
Mr.  Leake  should  have  |;rone  put  of  his  way  to  dissect  it,  and  have 
devoted  an  appendix  of  fifty  quarto  pages  to  the  detection  of  Mr. 
Hobhouse's  mistakes,  whose  principal  fault  after  all  seems  to  have 
been,  that  he  published  his  tour  in  Albania  before  Mr.  Leake,  and 
has  anticipated  no  small  portion  of  ihe  materials  of  the  latter  gen^ 
tleman,  who  is  *  impressed  with  a  persuasion  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  several  passages  of  Mr.  Hobhouse's  work, 
which  he  cannot  help  thinking  calculated  to  mislead  the  public.  * 
Now  although  Mr.  Hobhouse's  work  is  in  great  part  a  compila- 
tion, and  that  an  inaccurate  one ;  although  it  discusses  a  much 
greater  variety  of  topics  than  the  author  could  possibly  have  made 
himself  master  of,  in  the  short  time  which  he  allowed  himself  for 
the  collecting  and  arranging  his  materials ;  although  the  style  is  oc- 
casionally disfigured  by  a  mixture  of  briskness  and  vulgarity;  yet  of 
the  two  works,  that  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  is  much  the  most  amusing 
and  instructive^  and,  at  the  same  time,  much  the  least  ostentatious. 
And  we  hsve  seen  that  Mr.  Leake  himself  is  by  no  means  exempt 
from  inaccuracy,  but  on  the  contrary,  betrays  a  very  considerable 
ignorance  of  the  parent  stock  of  that  language,  of  wliich  his  book 
professedly  treats.  ''AMojv  larpog,  ocMg  f'Axscriv  /3^ya;v,  is  a  re- 
proach applicable  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  all  of  us. 

Mr.  Leake  declares  that  he  cannot  subscribe  to  Mr.  Hobhouse's 
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dktinciion  between  E€c1esia3tical  Greek  and  Romaic.  But  thi^ 
dbtinction  is  not  an  invention  of  Mr.  Hobhouse,  nor  of  M.  Eo- 
driki,  but  was  noticed  by  De  Guys  and  Villoison,  and  long  before 
by  M.  Crusius^  who  received  his  information  from  the  learned 
Greelcs  tliemselves.  *  Lingua  Graeca,  ut  inteltigimus^  hodic  tri- 
plex ert ;  I.  Vulgaris,  qua  vulgus  Graecorum  utitur,  corrupta.  2. 
Antiqua  et  pura — quam  Graecorum  docii  hodie  discunt.  3.  Ec- 
elesiastica,  quae  puris  admixta  barbara  habet,  qua  sacerdotes,  aut 
doctiy  ki  scribendo  utuntiu*/ 

We  have  now  a  word  or  two  to  say  to  Mr.  I^ake  on  the  sub- 
ject of  etymology,  a  science  with  tlie  general  rules  of  M'hich  ho 
may,  perhaps,  be  well  acquainted;  but  he  must  devote  more  time 
«id  attention  ta  the  study  of  the  ancient  Greek,  if  he  would  qua- 
lify himself  to  etymologize  in  Romaic .  Whether  the  following 
ingenious  etymologies  are  his  own,  or  derived  from  otlier  sources, 
we  are  unable  to  say;  but  they  are  a  mere  burlesque  upon  th^ 
science. 

*  KoviXifp,  child,  fem.  wviSa.  qu.  from  Hellenic  %owrofiM%  planga 
unde  xowtTo^  planctus — it  may  have  been  from  the  Latin  xopulOf  which, 
according  to  Vossius,  is  by  metathesis  from  wXoxi/ 

*  Koret  hejiy  from  Hellenic  jwrr^^r  gallus,  from  xfro?,  tVfl,  on  account 
of  its  pugnacious  qualities !  or,  according  to  Hesychius,  ^fi  rh  m  rh 
tu/fa?A¥  (kottii»)  K&fof.' 

In  the  first  place  xorrog  is  not  Hellenic,  but  a  word  infimae 
Graecitatis ;  and  secondly  hft  njv  xc<f aAsjV  is  not  Greek.  Hesy- 
chius  wrote  wrl  t?^  KefaXSjg. 

*  Xivoo,  I  lose,  from  Hellenic,  %aaj  vacuus  sum.*  Another  verb 
fathered  upon  poor  Hellenic  to  which  it  has  no  claim. 

*  KifXKTov.  So  called  from  xccfia,  chamber,  from  L.  camera^ 
or  as  being  the  working  dress  from  H.  xafcaroj,  labour!*  Now 
we  suppose  that  the  xaju^ierov  is  i!ot  the  chamber  di'ess  &nd  the 
working  dress  too ;  or  if  it  is,  not  being  peculiar  to  either,  it  does 
not  take  its  name  from  either,  sp  that  the  above  etymology  is  in 
every  respect  absurd.  In  fact  the  Wjxicrov  is  the  same  as  the  Ita- 
lian camice,  a  surplice  worn  by  the  officiating  priest;  in  Latin 
alba  or  camisium. 

'  Zaf  ovflo,  1  wrinkle,  plait,  S^c,  One  of  the  interpretations  or 
wUlga),  by  Hesychius,  is  to  gfin;  m  hence  (rapia),  or  (rugivo),  of 
^agovco,  mat/  have  come  to  signify  wrinkles  in  general,  in  allusion  to 
the  wrinkles  formed  on  either  side  of  the  mouth  in  the  action  of 
grinning  !*    Who  can  possibly  read  ihis  without  *  wrinkling' ! 

*  KccToi^vtoi,  mist,  from  H.  x^^^^y  X^oD^,  lanugo.^  What,  in  the 
n^ime  of  etymology,  has  dotcn  to  do  with  a  Jog?  Does  not  Mr. 
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I^a)ce  know  that  axA  ^^  Greek  signifies  smoke,  any  timfg  very 
^ight  andjine? 

'  MaXcovw,  /  g'warreZ-^probably  from  %ju,aXwva;,  from  H. 
mH^l^uXcovctif  I  take  prisoner  in  war,  from  «*%]«->],  cmpis,^  Thiere  if  • 
no  such  word  as  oilxF'CiXma).  Mr.  Leake  does  not  seem  to  be 
aware  that  aixiLOL^cenra^   is  a»Xiu.j5  aAayri^;  the  verb  from  \Hiich  is 

*  MapovKiov,  lettuce^  being  written  by  Suidas  if,dki\iovj  suggests 
that  it  may  have  been  so  called,  because  lettuces  chiefly  flourish 
from  May  to  July!'  But  why  lettuces  only?  why  should  not  goose- 
berries, and  pease  and  beans,  have  been  equally  hpnoured  with  tb« 
appellation  of  MayfiiHans^  If  Mr.  L<eake  will  look  ipto  the  first 
chapter  of  the  Twelfth  Book  of  the  Geoponica,  he  will  find  it 
ivrilten  fiagovXiv  tiii^e  times;  and  the  Exercitatiopes  PHnianae  of 
Sahnasius  will  furnish  other  instances ;  luoCmKmf  which  occurs  also 
in  Hesychius,  was  no  doubt  a  corruption. 

*  MTraXMyo),  I  patch  J  cobble ,  S^c.  perhaps  from  iiunrotXiv,  or  triXiv, 
rursiisJ  But  (jltt  is  equivalent  to  b,  A  much  more  plausible  ety-* 
mon  is  ^sXiwi,  a  cobbler^s  awL 

The  above  ingenious  attempts  at  etymology  we  have  never  seea 
excelled,  but  in. two  instances  :  the  palm  might  be  disputed  by  the 
humble  imitator  of  Volney,  and,  if  he  were  alive,  by  Joannes 
Harmarus,  the  author  of  a  Lexicon  Etymologicon  Linguae  Graecae^ 
who  justly  styles  bis  work  *  Opus  quale  antehac  nunqi^ani  prodiit/ 
We  propound  for  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Leake,  two  or  tiiree  of 
his  etymologies.  *  Ayyos,  castas j  vel  quasi  i'vovoj,  infoecundus ;  vel 
ab  ayav  et  yavo^,  laetitia,  quod  casti  prae  aliis  faabent  unde  gaudeant : 
vel  ab^ya^fitf,  admiror,  quod  casti  raii  sint,  ideoque  admirandi: 
VjbI  quasi  iyiwos,  sine  uxore.' 

'    *  *AyuMe,  vicuSy  uttq  too  S*'  odryj^  oiysiv  "fiit^oLs  tol  yma,  quod  pedibus 
vkoft  perambulemus.     Ducatur  etiam  ab  a  conjunctivo,  et  ymov, 
.membrum;  quod  in  vicis  aedificia  usque  adeo  sibi  sint  viciua  et 
coutigua,  ut  in  unam  quasi  compagem  coalescere  videantur.'    - 
.    'V^id^m,  tussiendo  exspuo,     Inde  fortasse  Angl.  breast,  qupd> 
locus  est  unde  exspuimus.' 

To  these  might  perhaps  be  added  the  legal  etymologies  of  the 
great  Sir  Edwafd  Coke,  who  afforded  a  singular  instance  of  the 
blunders  of  which  men  of  the  greatest  abilities  are  sometimes  guilty, 
M'faen  they  venture  to  speculate  in  a  science,  for  which  they  have 
jiot  bejen  qualified  by  previous  study^ 

To  assist  the  student  in  his  pursuit  of  the  Romaic  language,  Mr. 

,  Leake  has  inserted  a  useful  catalogue  of  recent  Romaic  authors, 

which  seems  to  have  been  extracted  from  the  periodical  publicar* 

ttpn  pf  4pthi|nus  Qazi^  entitled  *Egjx^f  o  A^y^os,  of  which  we  have, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47B  Leaked  Researches  f n  Greece.  J  o  lt, 

DOW  three  volumes;  for  iQ  nianv  instances  Mr.  Leake  gives  us  the 
very  words  of  that  Journal,  fhe  catalogue  may  be  augmented 
from  the  later  mimbers  of  the  *  Iitei-arj  Mercury/  amongst  other 
ii^mes^  M'ith  that  of  Constantiue  Vardalachus^  who  has  published  a 
aystem  of  Physics^  and  promises  another  work  on  Philology.  He 
t^es  for  his  motto  the  following  line^ 

T^  ft/  y^eif  %i9  to  %a)OsMyo9  %m  fi;  fva^t^  *fy*'* 

We  had  acme  difficulty  in  recognizing  the  well  known  line. 
Nature's  thief  masterpiece  is  writing  weH, 
as  well  as  the  audior's  name;  although  we  had  been  prepared  by 
Ae  previous  occurrence  of  n<^,  and  BoAral^,  and  had  met  with 
the  names  of  KaJoyc^v  and  ^aXy^oxxrU  in  the  despatch  of  AogS 
BsXAfyrojy  wols  fov  KdfirjToi  Bafiougo-r,  detailing  the  battle  of  Vittoria, 
as  translated  into  Romaic  in  the  'ExXijvixoj  TriXiygafog.  No.  J  40. 
July  28,1813. 

Two  questions  remain  to  be  briefly  considered ;  whether  the 
Romaic  language  be  susceptible,  as  some  have  supposed,  of  such 
a  degree  of  improvement,  as  may  assimilate  it  to  its  parent  stock  ; 
and,  secondly,  if  it  be,  whether  such  improvement  is  likely  to  be 
^ected. 

If  it  be  true,  as  Philelphus  has  reported,  that  so  lately  as  the  fif- 
teenth century  the  language  of  polished  society  in  Greece  bore  no 
faint  resemblance  to  the  pure  and  harmonious  dialect  of  the 
classical  ages,  one  would  be  led  to  conclude  that  the  lapse  of  four 
centuries  cannot  have  wrought  so  complete  a  change,  but  that  a 
concurrence  of  favourable  circumstances  might  in  time  work  out  its 
regeneration.  That  versatility  of  character,  for  which  the  modern 
Greek  is  so  remarkable,rmay  probably  have  in  some  measure  con- 
tributed to  the  rapid  change  which  has  taken  place  in  his  language ; 
and  may,  if  a  proper  turn  be  given  to  it,  be  equally  favourable  to 
its  improvement.  He  has  no  partiality  for  the  language  which  he 
speaks,  any  further  than  as  it  is  Greek;  and  in  spite  of  the  general 
Ignorance  of  the  people,  such  is  their  veneration  for  every  thing 
connected  with  their  ancestors,-that  they  would  gladly  pursue  any 
method  of  assimilating  themselves  to  them.  Mr.  Leake  is  ot 
opinion,  that  their  ignorance  of  ancient  Greek  music,  and  of  the 
principles  of  ancient  harmony,  and  the  discordance  of  Greek  and 
L.atin  accent,  would  be  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  revival  of  Hellenic. 
We  cannot  see  how, any  one  of  these  circumstances  can  operate  as 
an  obstacle.  As  to  the  ancient  Greek  music,  we  know  no  more  of 
it  than  they  do;  and  we  are  not  aware  that  amy  knowledge  of  music  ^ 
is  essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  language;  or  that  the  discordance 
of  Greek  and  Latin  accent  can  have  any  other  effect  than  that  of 
rendering  their  pronunciation  less  grateful  to  our  ears.     Whether 

they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814.  Leake*5  Researches  vi  Greece.  479 

they  will  be  able  to  construct  their  poetry  upon  the  ancient  model, 
is  a  different  question,  and  must  clearly  be  answered  in  thfe  negah 
tive,  unless  ihey  should  completely  change  their  system  of  prosody, 

De  Pauw,  who  depreciates  the  character  of  the  Greeks  with 
more  vehemence  than  justice,  pronounces  it  a  thing  impossible, 
that  any  human  power  should  emancipate  them  from  the  dominion 
of  ignorance,  or  raise  their  character  to  any  (hing  bearing  a  re- 
semblance to  their  ancestors.  Tlie  same  opinion  is  entertained  by 
a  later  writer,  M.  Bartholdi,  who  has  excited  the  just  indignation 
of  the  contiibutors  to  the  Literary  Mercury.  We  have  a  different, 
account  from  Mr.  Douglas,  who  informs  us,  that  there  is  at  present 
scarcely  a  single  village,  where  some  person  may  not  be  found, 
I  who  is  able  to  read  and  converse  in  the  ancient  Greek  ;  and  that 
many  citizens  of  the  Fanari  employ  it  with  as  much  facility  as  the 
xoiv^  yXaJa-a-tx ;  that  a  materia}  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the 
vernacular  phraseology  of  late  years,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  that  before  half  a  century  shall  have  elapsed,  the  lan- 
guage of  ancient  Greece  may  again  be  heard  within  the  walls  of 
Athens.  In  conformity  willi  this  report,  Mr.  Leake  states,  that 
*  at^  present  there  is  not  a  Greek  community  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
opulence,  either  in  Greece  Proper,  or  in  the  other  parts  of  Tur- 
key, or  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  or  in  Russia,  that  does  not  sup- 
port a  school  for  teaching  their  children  the  ancient  Greek.  The 
principal  Hellenic  schools  are  at  Kesarla,  in  the  Crimea,  at  Con- 
stantinople, Smyrna,  Chios,  Joinnina,  and  Salonika/  At  the  col- 
lege in  Bukorest,  it  appears  there  were  in  November,  1810,  244 
students  and  12  masters,  who  taught  experimental  philosophy,  ma- 
thematics theoretical  and  practical,  geography,  poetry,  history,  and 
modern  languages.  The  worthy  Bishop  Ignatius,  the  great  patron 
of  the  establishment,  seems  to  take  an  effectual  method  of  encou- 
raging the  efforts  of  genius,  for  we  are  informed  that  at  tUe  open- 
ing of  the  Lyceum  at  Bdkorest,  the  author  of  some  very  indiffe- 
rent verses  in  praise  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his  mother, 
was  rewarded  with  a  piece  of  gold  for  each  verse ;  an  instance  of 
•good  fortune  which  in  ancient  times  befel  another  indifferent  versi- 
fier for  praising  another  Alexander.  One  singularity  in  this  esta- 
blishment is,  that  the  masters  receive  prizes  as  well  as  the  scholars. 
At  the  examination  which  took  place  on  the  J  5th  of  July  1811,  the 
prizes  were  adjudged  as  follows :  to  Constantine  Vardalachus,  the 
head  roaster,  a  valuable  gold  snuff-box,  (%ftxr^v  xal  ^o>a>T</x,cy 
rufj^TTOLKepaVf)  to  each  of  the  masters  a  gold  watch,  and  toHlie  usher* 
silver  watches.  To  the  scholars,  oval  silver  medals,  havii^  on  one 
side  a  figure  of  Apollo^  and  on  the  reverse,  in  the  rim,  Auksk^v 
hovxopsa-rlov,  in  the  middle,  'Apsr^j  evsxa  kcu  7r«i5c/«f. 

It  will  be  hard  indeed  if  all  tlie  labour  and  expense  which  is 
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be$tow€d  upon  the  inteUectual  amelioration  of  the  Greeks  sbould 
produce  no  fniits  corresponding  to  it.  That  the  Romaic  lan- 
gMEige  is  flUHceptibie  of  very  great  improvement,  without  becoming 
unintelligible)  to  the  common  people,  has  been  proved  by  the  test 
pf  experiment*  The  dialect  which  is  now  commonly  used  by  m^n 
of  edueation  in  Greece,  at  least  in  their  writinga,  is  so  far  pud- 
fied  and  refined,  that  any  person,  competently  versed  in  Hellenic, 
f^an  travel  through  many  pages  of  it  without  meeting  with  any  seri- 
ous obstacle.  We  suppose  that  the  newspaper  called  "EXXY^vixos 
TijAeypa^o;  is  intended  for  general  circulation  ai^ong  the  Greeks, 
and  the  style  of  tliat  is  very  respectably  free  from  barbarisms. 
We  doubt,  however,  whether  any  sensible  alteration  has  yet  taken 
place  in  the  colloquial  phraseology  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes 
of  society;  for  the  Aypi^ci  of  Athanasius  Christopulus,  which  ar» 
extremely  popular  amongst  the  Greeks  of  Constantinople,  are 
written  in  a  most  barbarous  dialect.  Mr.  Leake  has  several  judi- 
cious observations  on  tliis  subject,  which  the  length  of  this  article 
prevents  us  from  transcribing  ;  but  we  entirely  coincide  with  him 
in  thinking,  that  the  only  plan  by  which  the  Greeks  can  hope  to 
better  their  condition,  is  that  upon  which  they  are  now  acting, 
the  careful  education  of  theii*  youth.  An  enlightened  and  active 
race  of  men,  animated  by  the  pride  of  ance.sti7  and  a  desire  of  po- 
litical freedojn,  and  possessing  great  advantages  of  local  situation, 
cannot  long  remain  the  slaves  of  an  ignorant  and  slothful  govern- 
ment. But  till  some  portion  of  information  is  diffused  through 
the  mass  of  the  people,  and  the  national  character  is  rendered  con- 
sistent and  respectable  by  national  education,  no  happy  result  can 
be  expected  from  any  interposition  in  their  favour.  The  stream  of 
knowledge  must  flow  through  the  soil,  and  fertilize  it  by  slow  de- 
grees, before  it  can  produce  the  fruits  which  are  looked  for ;  and 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  any  of  us  should  live  to  see  that  in- 
teresting time  when  Greece  shall  be  enabled  to  resume  au  inde- 
pendent place  in  the  great  family  of  Europe. 


Art.  Xlfl.  The  Works  of  the  ErfgUsh  Poets,  from  Chauf;erM 
Cowper{  includins,  the  Series  edited,  with  Prefaces  Bio^rupkiqal 
and  Critical,  by  Vr,  Samuel  Johnson:  and  the  mo$t  apprpfed 
Translations.  The  additional  Lives  hi/  Alexander  Chalmers, 
iF.S.  A.  In  21  vols.  Royal  Octavo.  London:  Printe4  fpir. <all 
tlie  Booksellers.  ^  ^  ..     i 

MR.  Chalmers  tells  ua  in'bis  preface,  th^t  the  labqiur^f  some 
years  has  been  exerted  in  forming  this  collectioi^  '  Th^  it 
would  be  the  labour  of  son^e  years  to  carry  it  through  t^e  ^^  is 
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flpparcfht;  and  labour  enough  it  must  have  been  to  correct  the 
proof  sheets  with  that  laudable  attention  to  prevent  mistakes  of  the 
ti  for  the  n,  and  the  e  for  the  c,  which  has  been  bestowed  upon 
them ;  but  what  other  labour  can  have  been  exerted  in  forming 
«uch  a  collection  in  such  a  manner  we  are  unable  to  discover.  It 
required  no  great  pains  to  strike  out  from  the  contents  bi  Dr. 
Anderson's  collection  those  authors  whom  Mr.  Chalmers  thinks 
proper  to  expel  from  the  house  of  poets ;  nor  to  put  in  those  whom 
the  said  Mr.  Chalmers,  by  a  more  benignant  act  of  the  same  sove- 
reign Mall,  has  been  pleased  to  admit  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers  is  well  known  to  the  public,  both  as  an 

author  and  an  editor,  by  many  useiid  and  laborious  works.     The 

present  is  his  greatest  undertaking :  how  he  is  quaiiiied  for  it,  and 

'  in  what  manner  he  has  performed  it,  we  shall  endeavour  to  shew^. 

In  this  collection,  he  professes  to  give  ^  body  of  the  standard  English 

Eoets.  '  It  cannot,  however,'  he  says,  *  be  unknown  to  those  who 
ave  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the  question  of  too  much 
or  too  little  in  these  collections,  does  not  depend  on  the  previous 
consideration  of  the  merit  of  the  poet,  so  frequently  as  on  the  rela- 
tive rank  which  he  seems  destined  to  hold  among  his  brethren.* — 
Alas,  we  have  hardly  begun  our  Voyage,  and  we  are  aground  upon  the 
shallows  I  *  Tliere  are  but  two  rules,'  he  proceeds  to  say,  ^  by  which 
a  collector  can  be  guided ;  he  must  either  give  the  best  poets,  or  the 
most  popular ;  but  the  question  who  are  the  best,  hivolves  all  the 
disputed  points  in  poetical  criticism,  and  popularity  is  a  most  un- 
certain and  fluctuating  criterion;'  he  therefore  *  conceived  itw^uld 
be  proper  to  be  guided  by  a  mixed  rule.' — If  there  be  any  difficulty 
here,  it  is  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  own  making ;  with  the  powers  which 
he  tells  US"  were  given  him  by  the  booksellers,  the  principle  upon 
which  he  should  have  proceeded  is  perfectly  clear.  A  body  of  the 
standard  English  poets  ought  to  contain  those  writers  who  are  popu- 
lar ;  those  who  have  been  so  ;  those  works  which  are  of  importance 
in  the  history  of  English  poetry,  and  those  which,  displaying  great  and 
extraordinary  powers  of  mind,  are  therefore  worthy  of  preservation, 
though  some  unhappy  misdirection  or  obliquity  of  judgment  should 
bave^xcluded  the  authors  from  popularity  in  th^ir  own  days,  and 

^  frbm  fame  for  ever: — all  those  from  which  the  accomplished 
scholar,  the  lover  of  poetry,Hhe  true  antiquary,  the  philosopher  or 

■  ^the  poet  would  derive  instruction  or  delight. 

J  *  *  Another  embarrassment,'  says  this  editor,  *  of  late  origin  i%ideed 
'*but  almost  invincible,  was  occasioned  by  the  extreme  rarity  and 

,  high  price  of  many  of  the  works  which  it  would  have  been  desirable 
'tb' Imprint.     Even  where,  as  in  the  present  instance,  the  spirit  of 

'   ihi6  "proprietors  would  not '  have  suffered  the  high  price  to  keep 

'  'bict  \^^hat  was  necessary,  it  was  sometimes  found  that  private ^sal^ 
•"       *.  •  and 
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and  barters  among  the  tribe  of  collectors  hud  almost  entirely  re- 
moved the  articles  in  question  from  the  public  market.'^  If  this  be 
meant  as  an  excuse  for  the  imperfectness  of  the  collection  we  miist 
deny  its  validity.  Mr.  Chalmers  acknowledges  the  liberal  offers  of 
Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Park,  Sir  Egerton  Brydges,  and  Mr.  Heber, — all 
whose  stores  were  openlo  him  :  is  there  a.single  work  which,  upon 
his  mixed  rule,,  or  our  principle,  ought  to  be  inchided  in  a  body  of 
the  English  poets,  that  was  not  to  be  found  in  one  or  other  of 
their  collections  ?  Would  not  each  and  every  one  of  these  gentle- 
men, distinguished  as  they  all  are  by  their  liberality,  have  afforded 
him  every  facility  for  making  the  collection  as  complete  as  possi- 
ble ?  and  would  they  not  have  permitted  transcripts  for  that  pur- 
pose to  have  been  made  from  the  rarest  and  choicest  volumes  ? 
Most  certainly  they  would.  On  this  head  therefore  there  could 
have  been  no  difficulty,  even  if  the  works,  which  were  necessary  to 
render  the  collection  what  it  professes  to  be,  had  been  of  the  ut- 
most rarity ;  instead  of  being,  as  in  general  they  were,  easily  to  be 
obtained.  But  the  truth  is,  that  Mr.  Chalmers  is  incompetent  to 
the  task  which  he  undertook ;  he  has  not  the  requisite  knowledge; 
and  is  still  more  lamentably  deficient  in  thie  requisite  judgment ; 
and  not  being  contented  to  appear  in  the  character  of  a  mere 
reprinter,  in  which  capacity  he  might  have  deserved  well  of  the 
public,  he  has  ventured  to  thrust  himself  forward  as  a  critic  ^so, 
and  to  decide  upon  what  he  does  not  understand. 

The  collection  begins  with  Chaucer,  Mr.  Chalmers  telling  us, 
that  *  though  the  names  of  many  English  rhymers  have  been  reco- 
vered, and  many  more  anonymous  writers,  or  rather  translators  of 
romances  flourished  betwee^n  the  lattei:  end  of  Henry  the  Third  « 
reign  and  his  time,  they  neither  invented  nor  imported  any  improve- 
ments in  the  art  of  versification.'  He  asserts  also^  that  '.as  many 
of  these  metrical  romances  were  to  be  accompanied  by  music,  they 
Mere  less  calculated  for  reading  than  recita|ion.'^ — ^The  same  thing 
might  be  said  with  equal  truth,  that  is  to  say  with  equal  senselessness, 
of  every  ballad  and  song  that  ever  was  written.  There  ought  to 
hj|ve  been  a  volume  anterior  to  Chaucer,  contahiing  Robert  of 
Gloucester,  Robert  of  Brunne,  Piers  Ploughman,  and  the  best  of 
the  metrical  romances.  A  life  of  Chaucer  is  given,  succinctly  re- 
lating all  that  is  known  concerning  him ;  bu^  Critio being,  tts  Field* 
ing  interprets  it,  '  like  homo,  a  word  common  to  all  the  hamah 
race,'  Mr.  Chalmers  could  not  complete  this  sketch  without  dis- 
playing his  talent  in  criticism.  Of  the  catelectic  verses,  and 
the  other  technical  remarks  of  the  Editor  upon  metre,  we  need 
say  notliing ;  but  the  oracular  decision  with  which  he  concludes  is 
worthy  of  especial  notice.  After  observing  it  is  not  probable  that 
Chaucer  can  ever  be  restored  to  popularity^  because  his  lauguage 
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must  remf^a  an  unsurmouotable  obstacle  tvhh  that  numerous  cUiss 
of  readers  ta  whom  poet3  inu3t  Iqok  for  universal  repulatidn^-r- he 
says  *  poetry  is  the  art  of  pleasing ;  but  pleasure,  as  generally  un- 
derstoody  admits  of  very  little  that  deserves  the  name  of  study.*  The 
profundity  of  tiie  remark  a^d  the  precision  of  this  de6ni6oo  are 
alike  admirable ;  and  admirably  must  the  critic,  who  thus  defines 
poetry,  be  qualified  to  edjte  a  collection  of  jhe  English  poets,  nad 
appreciate  their  merits,  and  determine  what  works  and  what  writers 
fihall  or  dhall  not  be  included.  The  whole  of  Chaucer's  prose 
writings  are  given :  now  though  the  Tale  of  Melibeus  and  the  Per* 
dona's  Tale  could  not  have  been  omitted  without  making  the  Can* 
terhury  T^les  incomplete,  the  other  prose  works  which  occupy  a 
seventh  part  of  the  volume  are  surely  mis{daced.  With  so  little 
thought  has  Mr.  Chalmers  executed  his  task,  that  Lydgate's  Story 
of  Thebes  is  printed  here  with  a  running  hj^ading  of  '  Poems  im« 
puted  to  Chaucer.  The  glossary  is  abridged  from  Tyrwhitt's, — 
abridged  indeed !  and  of  the  references,  one  o{  its  most  essential 
parts,  for  no  imaginable^  reason,  unless  that  tlie  fitness  of  number- 
ing the  lines  w^as  overlooked.  In  some  places  the  reference  could 
not  be  conveniently  expunged,  and  the  neglect  of  numbering  them 
renders  it  useless. 

T%e  second  volume  contains  Gower,  Skelton,  Surrey,  Wyat,  Gas- 
coigne,  and  Tubervile.  Gower  is  propei*ly  now  for  the  first  time 
introduced  into  a  collection  of  the  English  poets.  Hoccleve  and 
Minot  should  have  followed;  and  if  it  were  thought  proper  •(and 
assuredly  it  was  so)  to  include  any  of  Lydgate's  poems,  here  they 
ishould  have  been  placed  in  their  chronological  order.  Hawes  ought 
to  have  been  added,  the  last  of  those  poets  who  form  the  second  age 
of  English  poetry,  and  may  be  called  the  school  of  Chaucer : — all 
indeed  are  woefully  inferior  to  their  great  master,  but  all  contributed 
to  the  impiavement  of  riieir native  tongue,  and  therefore  were  bene- 
factors to  their  country.  Chaucer  himself  was  a  star  of  the  first 
magnitude;  no  man  ever  did  so  much  vi^ith  a  language  in  so  rude  a 
state,  and  only  Shakspeare  has  surpassed  him  in  his  intuitive  know- 
ledge of  human  character,  and  the  universality  of  his  genius.  Mr. 
Chalmers  hideed,  with  that  comfortable  self-satisfaction  which  he 
derives  from  flourishing  in  the  nineteenth  century,  when  the  world 
has  the  advantage  of  being  enlightened  by  lectures  on  poetry,  as- 
sures us  that  Chaucer's  popularity  is  gone  by : — it  may  be  so  with 
those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  conceive  poetry  to  be  ^  the  art  of 
pleasing,'  and  believe  that  nothing  which  requires  thought  can 
possibly  give  pleasure.  Chaucer  has  not  written  for  critics  and 
readers  of  this  nature :  they  follow  their  instinct : — ^the  butterfly 
dees  not  alight  upon  the  ehn  Qr  the  oak — flowers  and  shrubs  are 
for  the  insecr  s  pitch,  and  the  dandelion  to  Mm  is  as  sweet  as  the 

'TOL.  XI.  NO.  xxii.  I  I  rose. 
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rose.  But  the  rank  which  the  father  of  English  poetry  h6lds  in  lite* 
rature  has  not  been  ass^ed  by  caprice,  or  fasluon,  or  superstition* 
He  whom  Spenser  called  his  noaster,  and  to  whom  Milton  referred 
IIS  to  his  great  and  immortal  predecessor,  is  justly  placed  with  them 
in  the  first  class  of  poets,  and  his  fame,  like  theirs,  is  for  ever. 
It  is  a  reproach  to  our  literature  that  the  Canterbury  Tales  should 
be  the  only  portion  of  his  works  which  have  been  edited  with  any 
degree  of  care  or  ability^ 

Mr.  Chalmers  has  done  well  in  including  Skekon,  but  he  has 
merely  re[mnted  die  imperfect  and  careless  edition  of  i  736.  *  It 
yet  remains,'  he  says,  ^  to  explain  his  obscurities,  i^anslate  his  vulgar- 
isms, and  point  his  verses.  The  task  would  require  much  time 
and  labour,  with  perhaps  no  very  inviting  prombe-of  recompense.' 
Let  the  reader  judge  whether  this  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  an  edi* 
tor  who  makes  Skelton  speak, 

OfTristem  and  King  Marke 
And  all  the  whole  warke 
Ofhek  I  sold  his  wife  /—p.  294. 

and  who,  rather  than  venture  upon  any  emendation  of  a  grossly  cor* 
rupted  text,  has  printed  all  the  comic  and  satirical  poems,  and  most 
of  the  others,  without  any  punctuation  whatever!  Considering  the 
manner  in  which  works  of  this  kind  are  go^  up  in  Englahd,  it  would 
certainly  have  been  too  much  to  expect  that  the  writings  of  so  di& 
ficult  an  author  should  be  elaborately  elucidated ;  yet  surely  some 
kind  of  glossary  ought  to  have  been  annexed,  and  those  pieces  should 
have  been  added  which  Ritson  indicated,  and  which  have  come  to 
light  since  Ritson's  death.  Mr.  Chalmers  has  some  sense  of 
Skelton's  power,  but  when  he  ventures  upon  delivering  a  critical 
opinion,  he  produces  only  a  tissue  of  inconsistencies,  one  sentence 
contradicting  another.  He  tells  us  that  there  is  occasionally  much 
sound  sense  and  much  just  satire  on  the  conduct  of  the  clergy,  and 
presently  adds,  that  if  his  vein  of  humour  bad  been  directed  to  sub- 
jects of  legitimate  satire,  he  might  have  been  more  worthy  of  a 
place  in  this  collection.  Did  it  never  occur  to  him  that  Skelton's 
buffooneries,  like  the  ribaldry  of  Rabelais,  v^ere  thrown  out  as  a  tub 
for  the  whale,  and  that  unless  he  had  thus  written  for  the  coarsest 
palates,  he  could  not  possibly  have  poured  forth  such  bitter  and 
undaunted  satire  in  such  perilous  times  i  Well  did  he  say  of  him- 
self— 

Though  my  rime  be  ragged. 

Tattered  and  jagged, 

Rudely  rain-beaten 

Rusty  and  moth-eaten, 

If  ye  take  well  therewith 

it  hath  in  it  some  pith. 

So 
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So  much  pith  indeed^  that  an  editor  who  should  be  competent  4o 
tiie  task;  could  not  more  worthily  employ  himself  than  by  giving  a 
good  and  complete  edition  of  bb  works.  Tlie  power,  the  strange^ 
ness,  the  volubility  of  his  language,  the  au<kcity  of  his  satire,  and 
the  perfect  originality  of  bis  manner,  render  Skelton  one  of  th« 
most  extraordinary  writers  of  any  age  or  country. 

Some  additional  poems  of  Surrey  are  printed  from  a  manu* 
script  in  Mr.  Hill's  possession.  They  had  appeared  before  in  Mr. 
Park's  edition  of  the  Nugae  Antiquae.  *  Certain  psalmes'  also  are 
added  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyat's  poems.  The  poems  of' uncertain 
authors,  as  contained  in  Tottel's  edition,  follow.  Mr.  Chalmers 
&en  passes  to  the  Elizabethan  age.  Considering  the  bulk  of  the 
collection,  it  would  have  been  better  to  entitle  it  the  British 
Poets,  and  to  include  those  writers  of  Chaucer's  school,  by  whom 
the  poetical  succession  was  maintained  in  Scotland  when  it  failed 
in  England.  Such  writers  as  Barbour,  James  I.  Gawain  Doug- 
las, Lindsey,  and  Dunbar,  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  a  body  of  na^ 
tional  poetry ;  and  with  what  propriety  in  later  times  can  Burns  be 
spared,  whose  celebrity,  great  and  extensive  as  it  is,  is  not  beyond 
lus  merits  ?  This  defect  may  be  supplied  by  a  single  supplementary 
Yolumci  or  at  most  by  two,  and  we  mention  it  in  the  hope  that  this 
will  be  done^  not  to  censure  the  editor  for  proceeding  upon  a  plain 
and  intelligible  rule,  though  we  differ  from  him  concierning  its  pro- 
priety. But  the  capricious  manner  in  which  his  choice  of  the 
English  poets  has  been  made,  without  rule  or  reason,  or  reference 
to  any  possible  principle  of  selection,  deserves  to  be  severely  cen- 
sured. In  the  interval  between  Lydgate  and  the  age  of  Elizabeth 
two  writers  flourished,  the  one  the  most  popular,  the  other  by  far 
the  greatest  poet  that  appeared  between  Chaucer  and  Spenser; 
Tusser  and  Sackville,  both  of  whom  Mr.  Chalmers  has  rejected.— 
Tusser,  both  for  manner  and  matter  is  exceedingly  curious ;  and  no 
poist  even-  produced  a  greater  effect  upon  bis  contemporaries  and 
immediate  followers  than  Sackville.  Indeed,  instead  of  omitting 
his  matchless  Induction,  Mr.  Chalmers  ought  to  have  inserted  the 
whole  of  the  Mirror  of  Magistrates. 

We  must  thank  him,  however,  for  the  additions  which  he  has 
made,  to  Dr.  Anderson's  list.  Gascoigne's  works  were  very  scarce, 
and  vvell  worthy  of  being  preserved.  He  deals  largely  in  the  alli- 
terative fashion  of  his  day,  in  baths  of  bliss,  and  chips  of  chance, 
and  gripes  of  grief,.but  is  withal  a  valuable  writer  in  every  point  of 
view.  Whetjjtone's  » *  Remembrance  of  the  well  employed  Life 
and  godly  End'  of  this  poet,  has  been  properly  prefixed,  from  one 
of  the  scarcest  tracts  in  our  language.  *  Tubervile,^  we  are  told, 
'  has  a  place  in  these  volumes  as  a  sonneteer  of  great  note  in  his 
time;  althougb,  except  Harrington,  his  contemporaries  and  suc- 
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eenon  appear  to  have  been  sparing  of  their  prwes.'  Uns  sen- 
tence is  a  bappy  speetmen  of  ibe  ckamess  of  tbe  editor's  ideas,  sod 
the  precision  of  tus  language;  for  besides  the  complete  contradic* 
tion  which  it  contaias,  there  is  not  a  sii^le  sonnet  among  the  poenw 
which  foliow.  The  rnout  cuiaons  6f  this  audior's  writings  are  hia 
rhymed  letters  from  Russia,  but  Mr.  Chalmers,  instead  of  insert- 
ing them,  refers  the  reader  to  Hakluyt. 

'Spenser/  this  editor  tells  us,  Vwas  the  founder  of  aschooi 
more  numerous  than  any  other :  a  school  of  which  it  is  sufficient 
praise  tha^  Cowley,  Milton,  and  Dryden  acknowledged  their  obli-^ 
gations  to  it,  and  that  in  more  recent  times  it  has  conferred  ceLs-^ 
brity  on  Prior,  Gray,  Akenside,  and  Beattie.'  A  note  adds,  diat 
these  names  do  not  include  above  half  of  the  poets  who  have  pnic-i 
tised  the  stanza  of  Spenser.  Mr.  Chalmers  will,  perhaps,  be  sur- 
prised at  beii^  told  linA  only  one  of  those  whombe  has  menticniad 
has  practised  it;  his  classification  of  Prior,  and  Gray,  and  A|cen- 
nde,  in  the  school  of  Spenser  is  worthy  of  bis  critical  acumen. 
Mr.-  Todd^s  edition  is  followed.  There  is  a  reason  why  Britaia'a 
Ida  should  have  been  rejected,  which  ought  to  have  occurred  to  an 
editor  who  has  on  other  occasions  ^wn  himself  scrupulous  upofi$. 
points  of  morality.  That  it  is  not  Spenser's  is  certain ;  ai^  aa  he 
n  one  of  tbe  purest  poets  of  any  age  or  country,  a  poc^m«of  thia 
description  ought  not  to  staiKl  among  bis  works.  Daniel  and. 
DraytonfoUow,  upon  both  of  whom  Mr.  Chalmers  yentures  soioe 
miliappy  criticisms ;  then  Warner^  a  writer  not  included  in  Anckr- 
soil's  collection,  but  highly  desm^ing  of  a  place : — ^we  know  jost 
lor  what  reason  Mr.  Qialmers  has  omitted  tbe  second  part  of  bi» 
yffork,  Tbe  lines  in  this  edition  are  divided,  as  by  Mr.  KUis  in  Ua 
specimens  of  this  poet,  and  by  Dr.  Percy :  the  poem  tbec^ore  is 
printed  as  if  it  IukI  been  written  in  the  common  ballad  measme, 
with  a  space  between  each  stanza.  Bii^  it  is  injurious  taan.autiior* 
wbo  wrote  hi  the  seven-foot  couplet  to  have  bis  work  printed  aa  if 
it  was  written  in  a  foiir4ined  stania;  for  the  variety  of  pause,  and 
the  continuity  of  the  true  measure  are-made  to  appear  as  blemisbes 
by  this  alteration.  Typographical  convenience  has  been  the  pbtir 
oils  motive ;— ^-some  of  Gascoigne's  pieces  are  in  this  long  measni^ 
and  in  printing  them  in  columns  it  has  been  necessary  to  doiibli 
ov^  almost  every  line.  A  better  remedy  for  this  unsigbtiinesa 
than  that  of  marring  tbe  metre  by  spUtting  it,  would  hav^  beeatt 
print  all  such  poems  in  pages  of  single  column,  ibr>it  is  ei^dei^ 
Ibal  no  space  in  this  instance  is  gained  by  dividingrit  into  two. 

Tbe  fifth  volume  commences  with  Shakspeare's  poems^  for  hnv-^ 
ing  inserted  which,  Mr.  Chalmei^  pinning  his  faitb  upon  tbe  sleevn 
of  George  Sleevens,  and  ^  the  general  conclusion  of  modem  critics/ 
thinks  it  necessary  to  offer  something  like  an  apology.  .  He  ackmvw^* 
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ledgesy  with  Mr.  Steevens,  that  *  the*  strongest  act  o£  parliament 
^wbich  could  be  framed  would  fail  to  compel  readers  into  their 
service;'  nevertheless  he,  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers^  ex- 
presses a  modest  hope  that  the  scattered  beauties  which  they  con* 
tain  may  be  enough  to  justify  their  admission  into  his  collection  of 
the  British  poets !— a  collection  which  contains  Roscommon  and 
Halifax,  Sheffield  and  Stepney.  Blackmore  and  BJacklock,  Fawkes, 
Rag  Smith,  Sprat,  Duke,  King>  et  id  geftus  owtwe /*— Peace 
be  to  the  Shaksperian  commentators !  May  the  earth  Ke  lighter 
upon  them  than  they  lie  upon  Shakspeare!  If  their  annotations  did 
'  not  contain  abundant  proof  how  seldom  they  went  beyond  the  lite- 
ral meaning  of  the  words,  the  contemptuous  manner  m  which  they 
have  almost  uniformly  spoken  of  his  poems  would  alone  demon- 
strate their  utter  incapacity  of  comprehending  the  mind^  and  cha- 
racter and  spirit  of  the  poet. 

Sir  John  Davies  follows.  Davenant  has  manifestly  formed  hi? 
versification  upon  that  of  this  writer,  and  Dryden  formed  from  both 
his  opinion  of  the  powers  of  th^  quatraiii  as  an  heroic  measure. 
With  the  life  of  Donne  (the  next  in  the  series)  Mr.  Chalmers  has 
taken  some  |ibins,  yet  he  has  overlooked  som6  of  the  most  charac- 
tferistic  parts  of  Izaak  Walton's  well-known  memoir.  The  editor 
joins  in  the  condemnation  which  is  usually  bestowed  upon  Donne's 
ruggedness :  Donne  has,  however,  in  many  places  shown  that  he 
postessed  the  diction  sis  well  as  the  feeling  of  a  poet,  and  the  n^- 
gedness  of  his  satires  is  evidently  designed  as  an  imitation  of  Ho- 
race. W^  have  Bishop  Hall  next;  his  verses  occupy  six-tand* 
twenty  pages,  and  Mr,  Chalmers  has  thought  proper  to  bestow 
tiiirty  updn  Warton's  Analysis  of  his  Satires,  nearly  Mf  of  whictt 
connsts  of  extracts  from  the  poems  which  follow !  Then  comei^ 
William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  '  another  of  those  men  of 

fenius  who  have  anticipated  the  style  of  a  more  refined  age,'  saya 
It.  Chalmers, — by  which  is  meant  that  Lord  Stirling  wrote  smooth 
verses.  This  is  the  first  time  that  his  works  have  been  printed  in 
any  collection  of  the  Poets.  Bishop  Corbet's  poems  are  alsd 
properly  inserted.  The  other  authors  io  this  volume  are  Ben 
J  onson,  Carew,  and  Drummond.  The  sixth  volume  is  richer ; 
it  adds  to  the  former  collections,  Sir  John  Beaumont,  his  bro- 
ther the  drafmatist,  with  several  miscellaneous  poems  which  were 
tacked  on  to  his  by  some  ignorant  or  needy  editor;  Habing- 
ton,  Cartwr%fat,  Sherbunie,  Brome,  and  Cotton ;  and  it  includes 
Giles  imd  Phineas  Fletcher,  Wm.  Browne,  Davenant,  Suckling, 
and  Crashaw.  In  the  seventh  we  have  only  Cowley,  Denham, 
and  Milton ;  Waller  and  Butler  might  have  been  added  here  to 
make  the  volume  of  its  proportionate  bulk,  and  complete  the  divi- 
sion ef  the  old  school.     How  imperfect  this  division  b  in  the 
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earlier  periods  has  been  already  shown,  and  a  supplenient  is  eqaalfy 
required  for  the  Elizabethan  and  subsequent  age.  Among  the 
writers  of  the  former  we  would  see  Churchyard,  Constable, 
Watson,  Willohy,  Southwell,  Barnaby  Googe,  Nicolas  Breton, 
Chapman,  Chalkhill,  Abraham  Fraunce,  and  Sir  Philip  Sidney; 
and  among  those  of  the  first  half  of  the  1 7th  century,  Sylvester, 
the  best  parts  of  George  Wither,  Quafles,  May,  Herbert,  Herrick, 
liOvelace,  Cleveland,  and  Randolph.  A  volume  also  might  well 
be  appropriated  to  ballads,  epigrams,  and  state  poems ;  anonymous 
productions  in  \j'hich  our  language  is  uncommonly  rich. 

Dr.  Johnson's  collection  ends  with  Lord  Lyttleton.  Mr.  Chal- 
mers rejects  Pattison,  Aaron  Hill,  Brown,  Shaw,  Penrose,  Bruce, 
and  Graeme,  whom  Dr.  Anderson  had  admitted,  and  of  whom  only 
the  last  is  unworthy  of  a  place;  he  adds  Byrom,  Fawkes,  and 
Brooke  to  the  list  of  what,  for  want  of  a  better  word,  may  be  called 
the  penultimate  generation  of  poets,  and  J.  Warton,  Owen  Cam- 
bridge, Mason,  Sir  W.  Jones,  Beattie,  and  Cowper,  of  those  who 
have  more  lately  deceased.  Andrew  Marvell,  Norris  ofBemerton, 
Oldham,  and  Lady  Winchelsea  should  also, have  been  added. — 
Where  Johnson  ends,  the  present  editor  resumes  his  biographical  and 
critical  labours,  collects  bis  information  with  laudable' care,  and 
deals  out  his  praise  or  censure  with  oracular  solemnity,  and  quaKfy- 
ing  yets  and  buts,  which  keep  the  sentences  in  nice  equipoise.  Upon 
this  portion  of  the  work  a  few  remarks  may  be  permitted,  with  no 
other  connection  than  the  sequence  in  which  they  occur.  A  silly 
censure  upon  Cawthorn  is  repeated  for  having  been  fond  of  concerts 
and  operas,  though  he  had  no  knowledge  of  music,  and  as  silly  an 
apology  offered  in  the  remark  that  his  knowledge  x>£  the  fine  arts 
was  so  general  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  he  was  ignorant  of  ihe 
principles  of  music:  as  if  music  could  not  be  felt  and  enjoyed  unless 
the  science  were  understood !  Well  had  it  been  for  Mr.  Chalmers  if 
he  could  have  been  content  to  admire  poetry  with  the  same  modest 
acknowledgment  of  his  inability  to  appreciate  its  merit  or  under- 
stand its  nature !  The  life  of  Churchill  repeats  a  tale  of  his  bemg 
refused  admission  at  Oxford,  from  the  foundation  of  Westminster, 
because  he  was  found  deficient  in  learning.  Mr.  Chalmers  doubts 
the  story  because  he  infers  from  Gibbon's  admission  at  Magdalen 
College  that  the  examinations  were  not  very  strict;  had  he  known 
what  the  discipline  of  Westminster  is,  he  would  have  seen  that 
the  circumstance  could  not  possibly  be  true.  No  boy  can  pass 
through  the  College  at  Westminster  without  being  perfectly  com- 
petent to  the  regular  examination  when  he  leaves  it.  The  editor 
bestows  due  commendation  upon  the  powers  of  Churchill,  wasted 
9S  they  were  upon  worthless  subjects,  and  comments  with  not  un- 
deserved severity  upon  the  errors  and  vices  of  the  poet.    Yet  it  is 
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not  in  a  tone  of  unmitigated  censure  that  the  life  of  this  extraor- 
dinary man  should  be  written.  To  one  who  died  in  his  thirty- 
fourth  year  something  may  be  allowed  on  die  score  of  hot  youth, 
unsubdued  passions,  and  principles  which  were  rather  unsettled 
than  depraved.  It  ought  also  to  have  been  remembered  that  he 
was  not  without  some  redeeming  virtues, — that  he  bad  an  open 
heart  and  a  liberal  hand,  and  was  as  steady  as  he  was  ardent  in  his 
Iriend^ips.  Temporary  as  were  the  topics  upon  which  he  squan- 
dered himself,  and  wicked  as  was  the  malignity  of  his  personal  sa- 
tire, the  general  strain  is  of  that  character  which,  now  that  all  party 
and  personal  feelings  are  gone  by,  elevates  the  reader  by  its  manli- 
ness and  generous  spirit.  Hiis  it  is  which,  like  spice  in  a  mummy, 
has  preserved,  and  will  continue  to  preserve  his  works  from  the  dis- 
solution to  which  the  subject  would  otherwise  have  hastened. 
The  life  of  such  a  man  should  be  written  in  the  spirit  of  philoso- 
phy :  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  self-delusions  by  which  he  was 
mbled,  and  the  lesson  which  such  a  life  holds  out  would  be  most 
im[H'essive,  when  expressed  with  most  charity  for  one  who  deserves 
compassion  «ven  more  than  condemnation. 

In  the  biographical  account  of  Falconer,  some  circumstances  are 
.mentioned  which  ought  .to  be  remembered  when  the  question  of 
literary  property  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature.  In 
consequence  of  the  success  of  his  Marine  Dictionary,  his  widow 
was  beholden  to  the  charity  of  the  late  Mr.  Cadell  for  occasional 
assistance,  and  notwithstanding  the  success  of  his  Shipwreck,  a  deaf 
and  dumb  sister  of  the  poet  was  lately  (and  perhaps  still  is)  living 
in  a  hospital  1  Mr.  Chalmers  censures  Grainger  for  having  chosen 
the  sugar  cane  as  the  subject  of  a  didactic  .poem:  '  connected,^  he 
says,  ^  as  an  English  merchant  may  be  with  the  produce  of  the 
West  Indies,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  persuade  the  reader  of  English 
poetry  to  study  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  plant,  merely  that  he 
may  add  some  new  imagery  to  the  more  ample  stores  which  he  can 
contemplate  without  study  or  trouble/  The  critic's  objection  is 
not  to  the  kind  of  poem,  but  to  the  particular  subject ;  now  it 
would  be  impossible  to  select  any  subject  for  that  kmd  which  is 
capable  of  being  so  richly  and  variously  adorned.  If  Grainger  has 
invoked  the  muse  to  sing  of  rats,  and  metamorphosed,  in  Arcadian 
phrase,  negro  slaves  into  swains,  the  fault  is  in  the  writer,  not  in 
the  topic.  The  arguments  which  he  has  prefixed  are  indeed  lu- 
dicrously flat  and  formal.  ^ 

^  Subject  proposed^-^Praise  of  St,  Christoplter — The  red  Btick  Mould — 
Praise  of  Jamaica  arid  ^Christopher  Columbus — Composts  may  imprtyoe 
other  Soils — Whether  Dung  should  be  buried  in  each  hole,  or  scattered 
wer  the  Piece. — The  Beauty  of  holing  regularly  by  a  lane — Of  Monkeys 
^^(y  Rats  and  other  Vermin — Hymn  to  the  month  of  January  when 
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Crop  begins — Planters  shaM  be  pi&aa — fVhen  tie  Sugar  is  4^  too  Jaam 
.  a  Grain f  a  little  Grease  settles  it — The  French. qften  mix  sand  mtk  tkem 
Svgars — Their  Practice  not  foUawed  by  the  English— 0/  Rum — Its 
Praise — Negroes  what  bought  should  be  young  and  strong — Negroes 
should  always  be  treated  icith  Humanity — Praise  of  Freedom — Of  Che-: 
gres—Of  the  Yaws^Prmse  of  Commerce — Praise  of  Louis  XI F.  for 
the  Code  Noir — Praise  of  the  River  Thamesy  SfC,  SfcJ 

The  wretched  and  disgraceful  history  of  Boyse  gives  occasion  to 
Ml*.  Chahners  to  display  his  prowess  against  a  maa  of  straw* 
'  There  are  those/  he  says,  ^  wHjohave  no  scruple  to  teD  us  tbit 
genius  is  an  apology  for  all  moral  defects^  and  that  none  but  the 
plodding  prudent  sons  of  dulness  would  reveal  or  censupe  the  vices 
of  a  favourite  poet.  Such  is  already  the  influence  of  tfiis  perver- 
sion of  the  powers  of  reasoning,  that  if  it  is  much  longer  indulged^ 
no  man  will  be  thought  worthy  of  compassion  or  apology,  but  he 
who  errs  against  knowledge  and  principle,  who  acts  wrong  and 
knows  better.'  The  very  commendable  mondity  of  this* editor  vs 
not  always  improved  by  its  savour  of  methodism^  and  it  migte  be 
well  for  him  to  remember  that  uncharitable  feelings  are  more  likelj 
to  be  misbestowed  than  charitable  ones. 

Concerning  William  Thompson,  we  may.add  to  the^ort  notices 
collected  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  he.  was  educated  at  A{>plebj 
school,  under  Yates,  a  man  who  obtained  the  appellation  of  thwe  Nor* 
thern^  Busby.  Yates  would  always  insist  upon  his  spelling  his  nune 
without  the  p,  saying,  you  come  thompy  tkomp,  upon  one's  ear  witk 
your  Thompson,  Tlie  poet,  however,  persisted  in  retaining  a  letter 
which  serves  at  least  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  his  written 
name  from  that  of  the  author  of  the  Seasons.  Mr.  Chalmers  inci- 
dentally mentions  Dennis  and  Emily  as  two  versifiers  of  forgotten 
reputation :  this  Dennis  we  believe  to  have  been  the  model  on 
whom  Peter  .Pindar  formed  his  manner;  a  manner  which,  however 
grossly  it  has  been  misapfdied,  has  become  so  popu)ar>  that  the 
question  of  its  originality  is  not  altogether  incarious;  and  Emily's 
poem  upon  Death,  which  is  printed  among  the  Elegant  Extracts, 
shows  more  ability  than  is  to  be  found  in  half  the  poems  of  these 
later  volumes,  and  has  procured  for  the  author  more  reputation  tlnm 
will  ever  fall  to  the  lot  of  half  those  versifiers  whom  Mr.  Chalmers 
has  admitted  into  his  collection. 

It  is  related  of  Lloyd,  that  he  was  betrothed  to  a  sister  of 
Churchill,  that  she  attended  him  with  great  affection  daring  his  last 
illness,  and  died  soon  after  him.  Mr.  Chahners  says  this  story  is. 
not  very  probable,  adding  that  theTady  did  not  die  till  between  three 
or  four  years  afterwards,  as  if  this  lapse  of  time  any  ways  invalidated 
the  fact  of  her  having  died  of  a  broken  heart !  This  sort  of  arbitrary 
cobtradictioii  is  at  all  times  reprehensible,  and  more  especially  so 
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when  it  attempts  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  circumstances  which  men 
are  the  better  for  believing.  What  is  there  improbable  in  the  ac- 
count ?  Even  Mr.  Chalmers,  who  has  na  weak  compassion  for 
the  errors  of  men  like  Lloyd,  admits  that  in  his  friendships  he  was 
warm,  constant,  and  grateful,  more  sinned  against  than-  sinning. 
Why  then  should  he  choose  to  disbelieve  that  such  a  man  should 
have  been  beloved  by  die  sister  of  his  only  faithful  friend;  that  that 
sister  attended  on  him  in  sorrow,  and  in  rickness,  and  in  prison — 
when  every  one  else  had  abandoned  him,  and  that  she  herselfdied 
the  slow  victim  of  grief  f  He  ought  not  to  have  asserted  that  th^ 
story  was  improbable  unless  he  could  have  produced  some  reasons 
for  thinking  it  so. 

*  It  would  be  difficult,'  says  this  author,  '  even  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  fastidious  criticism,  and  impossible  upon  those  of  com- 
parison, to  exclude  Byrom  from  a  collection  of  the  English  poets : 
merely  as  literary  curiosities  his  poems  are  too  interesting  to  be 
longer  neglected.'  Their  oddity  iiKleed  well  entitles  them  to  the 
room  which  they  fill.  This  writer  has  been  compared  of  late  to 
the  Spanish  Friar,  LuyS  de  Escobar,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
treated  of  all  subjects  in  easy  verse,  pouring  forth  extempore  lines 
upon  any  thing  which  came  in  bis  way ;  his  opinion  of  one  sermon, 
his  abstract  of  another ;  the  Passive  Participle's  Petition  to  the 
Printer  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine;  remarks  on  any  book  or 
pamphlet  of  the  day;  critical  remarks  on  several  passages  in  Horace, 
in  which  various  readings  are  proposed  in  rhyme,  versifications  of 
collects,  and  of  passages  from  his  favourite  divines  Law  and  Jacob 
Behmen!  His  head  seems  to  have  been  a  rhyming  machine  which 
fell  to  work  upon  whatever  came  into  it.  One  poem  entitled  Care- 
less Content  is  so  perfectly  in  the  manner  of  Elizabeth's  age,  that 
we  can  hardly  believe  it  to  be  an  imitation,  but  are  almost  disposed 
to  think  that  Byrom  had  transcribed  it  from  some  old  author,  and 
that  the  transcript  being  found  among  his  papers,  was  printed 
among  his  works.     Let  the  reader  judge  for  himself. 

'  CARELESS  CONTENT. 

'  I  am  content,  I  do  not  care, 

Wag  as  it  will  the  world  for  me ; 
When  fuss  and  fret  was  all  my  fare, 

It  got  no  ground  as  I  could  see : 
So  wher  away  my  caring  went, 
I  counted  cost,  and  was  content. 

With  more  of  thanks  and  less  of  thought, 

I  strive  to  make  my  matters  meet ; 
To  seek  what  ancient  sages  sought, 

Physic  and  food  in  sour  and  sweet : 
To  take  what  passes  in  good  part, 
And  keep  the  hiccups  from  the  heart. 

With 
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With  good  and  gentle  bnmoar^d  hearts, 

I  choose  to  chat  where'er  I  come. 
Whatever  the  subject  be  that  starts  ; 

Bat  if  I  get  among  the  glnniy 
I  hold  my  tongue  to  tell  the  truth , 
And  keep  my  breath  to  cool  my  broth. 
For  chance  or  change  of  peace  or  pain  ; 

For  Fortune's  favour  or  her  frown ; 
For  lack  or  glut,  for  loss  or  gain, 

I  never  dodge,  nor  up  nor  down : 
But  swing  what  way  the  ship  shall  swim. 
Or  tack  about  with  equal  trim. 
I  suit  not  where  I  shall  not  speed. 

Nor  trace  the  turn  of  ev'ry  tide ; 
If  simple  sense  will  not  succeed 

I  make  no  bustling,  but  abide : 
For  shining  wealth,  or  scaring  woe, 
I  force  no  friend,  I  fear  no  foe. 
Of  ups  and  downs,  of  ins  and  outs, 

Of  they're  i'th'  wrong,  and  we're  i'th'  right, 
I  shun  the  rancours  and  the  routs, 

And  wishing  well  to  every  wight. 
Whatever  turn  the  matter  takes, 
I  deem  it  all  but  ducks  and  drakes. 
With  whom  I  feast  I  do  not  fawn, 

Nor  if  the  folks  should  flout  me,  faint ; 
If  wonted  welcome  be  withdrawn, 

I  cook  no  kind  of  a  complaint : 
With  none  dispos'd  to  disagree. 
But  like  them  best  who  best  like  me« 
Not  that  1  rate  myself  the  rule 

How  all  my  betters  should  behave ; 
But  fame  shall  find  me  no  man's  fool. 

Nor  to  a  set  of  men  a  slave : 
I  love  a  friendship  free  and  frank, 
And  hate  to  hang  upon  a  hank. 
Fond  of  a  true  and  trusty  tie, 

I  never  loose  where'er  I  link ; 
Tho*  if  a  business  budges  by, 

I  talk  thereon  just  as  I  think ; 
My  word,  my  work,  my  heart,  my  band. 
Still  on  a  side  together  stand. 
If  names  or  notions  make  a  noise. 

Whatever  hap  the  question  hath. 
The  point  impartially  I  poise, 

And  read  or  write,  but  without  wrath  ; 
For  should  1  burn,  or  break  my  brains, 
Pray,  who  will  pay  me  for  my  paini*  I 

I  love 
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I  love  my  neighbour  as  rayself, 

Myself  like  him  too,  by  his  leave ; 
Nor  to  his  pleasure,  pow'r,  or  pelf, 

Came  I  to  crouch,  as  I  conceive: 
Dame  Nature  doubtless^  has  design'd 
A  man  the  monarch  of  his  mind. 

Now  taste  and  try  this  temper,  sirs. 

Mood  it  and  brood  it  in  your  breast ; 
Or  if  ye  ween,  for  worldly  stirs, 

That  man  does  right  to  mar  his  rest, 
Let  me  be  deft,  and  debonair, 
I  am  content,  I  do  not  care/ — vol.  xv.  p.  199. 

^  Mr.  Chalmers's  life  of  Chatterton  is  written  in  that  spirit  of 
pharisaic  morality  which  blinds  the  understanding  as  much  as  it 
hardens  the  heart.  He  tells  the  history  of  the  Rowley  papers  just 
as  a  pleader  would  have  told  it  at  the  Old  Bailey  if  Chatterton  had 
been  upon  trial  for  forging  a  bill  of  exchange !  After  saying  that 
*  his  general  conduct  during  his  apprenticeship  was  decent  and  re- 
gular; and  that  on  one  occasion  only  Mr.  Lambert  thought  him  de- 
serving of  correction  for  writing  an  abusive  letter  in  a  feigned  hand 
to  his  old  schoolmaster ;' — he  adds,  in  true  Old  Bailey  logic,  *  so 
soon  did  this  young  man  learn  the  art  of  deceit,  which  he  was  now 
preparing  to  practise  upon  a  more  extensive  scale,'  When  this  let- 
ter was  written  Chatterton  was  hardly  fifteen ! — ^Upon  publishing 
his  first  modem  antique  in  the  Bristol  Journal,  the  subject  excited 
inquiry,  and  the  paper  being  traced  to  him,  he  was  consequently 
interrogated,  says  Mr,  Chalmers,  probably  without  much  cere- 
mony, where  he  had  obtained  it.  *  A?id  here  his  unhappy  disposi* 
lion  showed  itself  in  a  manner  highly  affecting  in  one  so  young,  for 
he  had  not  yet  reached  his  sixteenth  year,  and  according  to  all  that 
can  be  gathered,  had  not  been  corrupted  either  by  precept  or  eX" 
ample'  To  the  threats,  we  are  told,  *  of  those  who  treated  him, 
agreeably  to  his  appearance,  as  a  child,  lie  returned .  nothing  but 
haughtiness,  and  a  refusal  to  give  any  account.  By  milder  usage 
he  was  somewhat  softened,  £^nd  appeared  inclined  to  give  all  the 
information  in  his  power.  The  effect,  however,  of  this  mild  usage 
was,  ihat  instead  of  all,  or  any  part  of  the  information  in  his  power^ 
he  tried  two  different  falsehoods-' 

*  He  became  an  infidel,  but  whether  this  was  in  consequence  of  an^?^ 
course  of  reading  info  which  he  had  fallen,  or  that  he  found  it  conve- 
nient to  get  rid  of  the  obligations  which  stood  in  the  way  of  his  past  orfu- 
ture  schemes,  it  is  not  very  material  to  inquire.' — *  In  his  writings  we 
find  some  passages  that  are  more  licentious  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  young  pian  unhackneyed  in  the  ways  of  vice,  but  not 
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more  so  than  might  be  expected  in  one  who  was  premature  in  every 
thing,  and  had  exhausted  the  stock  of  human  folly  at  an  age  when  it 
is  usually  found  unbroken.  All  his  deceptions^  his  precarications^  his 
political  tergiversation^  Spc.  were  such  as  should  haxe  been  looked  for  in  men 
of  an  advanced  age^  hardened  by  evil  assodatiotts,  and  soured  by  dasappointed 
pride  or  avarice* 

His  deceptions  and  prevarications,  be  it  remembered,  all  relate 
to  the  Rowley  poems  and  papers,  which  are  things  very  like  the 
effect  of  disappointed  pride  and  avarice !  and  to  call  his  boyisli 
essays  in  political  controversy  political  tergiversation^  is  as  prepos- 
terous ah  abuse  of  language;  as  it  would  be  to  call  Mr.  Chalmers 
a  judicious  critic,  or  a  candid  biographer. 

Mr.  Chalmers  is  undoubtedly  learned,  for  he  writes  about  cate- 
lectics,  and  there  is  a  well  known  book  within  the  compass  of  his 
classical  studies  which  must  have  taught  him  that 

Ingenuas  didicisse  fideliter  artes 
EmoUit  mores  nee  sinit  esse  feros — 

but  unhappily  he  has  not  learnt  those  arts  *. faithfully,'  for  if  he  had, 
his  feelings  ufioii  this  subject  would  not  have  been  thus '  brutal/ 
However  dangerous  may  be  tlie  distinction  betweai  venial  and 
moi*tal  fiins  in  the  practical  casuistry  of  the  Romish  cburch,  that 
puritanical  spirit  whose  moral  laws  are  framed  in  the  temper  of' 
Draco,  is  more  detestable,  and  not  less  pernicious.  Mr.  Clud- 
mers  refers  die  whole  fiction  of  Rowley  to  original  ski; — the  young 
man  *  not  having  been  corrupted  either  by  precept  or  example/ 
Satan,  no  doubt,  had  about  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  with  the  Imnt* 
ing  of  the  missionaries'  printing-office  at  Serampore,  aw  afi^ir  irf 
vrtiieb  they  suppose  him  to  have  repented,  because  of  the  libera! 
subscriptions  which  were  raised  to  repair  the  loss^  The  deception 
w«s  not  intended  to  defraud  or  injure  one  human  beings  and  might 
most  assuredly  have  been  begun  and  continued  v^ithout  tbesiighte^ 
sense  of  criminality  in  Chatterton.  And  for  the  other  eccentridlieB 
of  his  life,  and  its  •  melancholy  catasftrophe,  Mr.  Chalmers  vta^ht 
have  remembered  that  there  were  original  diseases  in  the  world  as 
wdl  as  original  sin,  and  that  when  the  coroner's  inquest  reitamed 
a  verdict  of  insanity  after  his  death,  that  verdict  might  inery  p09^ 
sibly  be  correct,  it  is  at  least  rendered  highly  probable  by  the 
fact,  that  there  was  a  decided  insanit}'  in  his  family. 

Mr.  Chalmers  is  not  contented  with  blackening  the  character  of 
Chatterton ; — he  must  also  depreciate  his  writings.  He  allows 
them  only  to  be  wonderful  when  considered  as  the  productions  of 
a  boy,  and  says  that  the  coldness  vmh  which  the  collected  edition 
of  his  works  was  received  by  the  pubHc,  is  perfis^  a^proef  Asi^ 
will  not  be  possible  to  perpetuate  die  fame  of  an  antkor,  who  has 

concealed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814.  Chdimets's  English  Poets.  495 

concealed  his  best  productions  under  the  garb  of  a  barbarous  lan- 
guage, which  few  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  learning.  That  edition 
fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed ;  it  preserved 
the  sister  of  Chatterton  from  poverty  and  want  in  her  latter  years, 
and  enabled  her  to  leave  her  only  child  well  provided  for  accord- 
ing to  her  rai^  in  life, — a  late  act  of  justice  to  the  dear,  and 
only  relatives  of  a  man  of  high  and  distinguished  genius.  As  for 
the  fame  of  Chatterton,  which  thia^ditor  thinks  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  perpetuate,  Mr.  Chalmers's  opinion  will  never  be  weighed 
in  the  scale  against  it.  The  history  of  the  Bristol  Boy  will  always . 
attract  curiosity  to  his  poems,  and  that  curiosity  will  be  amply  re- 
paid. Horace  Walpole  has  been  frequently  inveighed  against  by 
the  ardent  admirers  of  ^Chatterton,  with  more  severity  than  justice, 
— we  recommend  Mr.  Chalmers  to  them  in  future  as  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  any  castigation  which  they  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  iii 
prose  or  rhyme. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  this  author's  acknowledged 
poems  is  a  ludicrous  description  of  Whitefield's  preaching,  and  this 
Mr.  Chalmers  has  thought  proper  to  omit,  without  noticing  the 
omission.  That  Whitefield  is  now  known  to  have  been  a  sincere 
and  a  good  man,  is  certainly  true ;  it  is  not  less  true  that'  he  was  a 
fiei7  enthusiast,-— the  editor  might  have  been  satisfied  with  vindi* 
catHig  his  character  in  a  note,  and  OBght  not  to  have  exercised  hitf 
inquMitonal  power  by  striking  out  v(4iat  is  a  faithful,  as  well  as  spi^ 
rited  portrait  of  a  character,  the  existence  of  which  cannot  be  de- 
nied. Sins  of  omission,  however,  are  not  the  only  oflfence  of  thi^ 
editor.  Cooper,  the  translator  of  the  Ver-vert,  wrote  a  Latin  epi- 
ta^Aupon  bis  first  born  child,  who  died  the  day  after  his  birth,  smd 
hiMl  itinacfibed  upon  a  monument.  In  the  language  of  the  epitaph 
there  is  nothing  hyperbolical,  eKcepttheworddesideratissimus  should 
be  tl|0u^  so,  when  applied  to  one  so  young ;  a  very  venial  tres- 
pass:  it  jhas,  however,  appeared  so  preposterous  an  act  of  folly 
and  affectation  to  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  he  has  thought  proper  to 
anneK  to  it  in  the  body  of  Cooper's  works,  a  burlesque'  translation 
'  wUch  appeared  some  years  ago  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,' 
ami  which  is  in  such  a  strain  of  c^oarse  and  witless  vulgarity  that  we 
verify,  suspect  no  person  could  be  capable  of  admiring  it  but  tfc# 
writer  hi,Biself.     For  example — 

.    This  lovely  boy, 
His  dad's  first  joy, 
Was  son  of  Squire  John, 
Ai^d  Sue,  his  wife,  who  led  their  life, 
..    .    ,      .     At  town  called  TJiurgaton. 

TJM  pnB9ag^  which,  aocordina  to  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers's 
idoas  of  wit>  js  thus  wittily  ridiculed,  is  as  follows  : 

.       .  •Hie 
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Hie  jacet 

Quod  mori  potuit 

Henrici  Gilbert!  Cooper^ 

Infantis  desideratissimi, 

Filii  natu  maximi 

Johannis  Gilberti  Cooper, 

De  Thurgaton — in  agro  Nottinghamiensi, 

£t  Susannae,  uxoris  ejus. 

tt  is  a  duty  to  notice  in  the  severest  manner  this  gross  instance 
of  what  cannot  be  called  by  a  milder  term  than  editorial  insolence. 

The  life  of  Smollet  would  furnish  a  counterpart  to  the  history 
of  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  his  Scotch-English  Review,  as  related  in 
one  of  our  former  numbers  from  Mr.  D'lsra^i's  Calamities  of 
Authors.  He  was  tlie  original  editor  of  the  Critical  Review,  and 
here,  says  Mr.  Chalmers, 

*  It  was  his  misfortune,  that  the  fair  display  of  his  talents,  and  per- 
haps the  genuine  sentiments  of  his  heart,  were  perverted  by  the  pre- 
judices of  friendship,  or  by  ihe  more  inexcusable  impulses  of  jealousy, 
revenge,  and  all  that  enter  into  the  composition  of  an  irritable  cha- 
racter. He  seems  to  have  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity,  which 
secrecy  afforded,  of  dealing  his  blows  around  without  discriniination, 
and  without  mercy.  It  is  painful  to  read  the  continual  personal  abu^e 
•he  levelled  at  his  rival  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  Jhe  many  vulgar  and  coarse 
sarcasms*  he  directed  against  every  author,  who  presumed  to  doubt 
the  infallibility  of  his  opinion.  It  is  no  less  painful  to  contemplate  ^le 
self-sufficiency  displayed  on  every  occasion  where  he  can  introduce 
his  own  character  and  works.'  "^ 

A  few  specimens  of  this  critical  offal  Mr.  Chalmers  has  inserted, 
and  it  may  be  a  wholesome  warning  for  some  of  those,  who 
pursue  the  same  calling  in  the  same  spirit,  to  behold  one  of  their 
predecessors  deservedly  gibbetted  for  his  offences. 

Mr.  Chalmers  repeats  with  an  expression  of  incredulity,  thd 
assertion  diat  Smart  wore  a  path  upon  one  of  the  paved  waiki 
belonging  to  Pembroke  Hall.  Smart  resided  there  about  fdurtei^ 
years  ;^ — we  have  seen  an  apartment  in  which  the  tiled  fidor  ha9 
been  worn  into  a  deep  patli  by  the  feet  of  an  imprisoned  khig,  in' 
no  longer  a  space  of  time.  Neither  Dr.  Anderson,  nor  the  present 
editor  has  been  able  to  discover  a  copy  of  the  Song  of  'David; 
which  Smart  composed  when  confined  in  a  mad-house,  indenting^ 
the  lines  with  a  key  upon  the  wainscot.  The  loss  of  a  pisfem 
composed  under  such  circumstances,  by  a  man  of  such  talents,  h 
greatly  to  be  regretted.  The  following  are  some  of  the  few 
stanzas  which  have  been  preserved  by  the  Reviewers ;  Smart  has 

*  A  poet  of  Byrom's  vein  might  aptly  address  the  Petition  of  the  Relative  ftonoan 
Wkich  to  Mr.  Ghtlwers.  .  ^  a  -.  i        _  .^ 

never 
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never  written  with  mare  strength  and  anunation> — and  perfiaps 
never  with  so  much  feeling. 

He  suAg  of  God,  the  mighty  source 
Of  all  things,  the  stupendous  force 

On  which  all  things  depend : 
From  whose  right  arm,  beneath  whose  .eyes» 
All  period,  power  and  enterprize, 

Commence,  and  reign,  and  end. 
The  world,  the  clustering  spheres  he  made. 
The  glorious  light,  the  soothing  shade. 

Dale,  champaign,  grove  and  hill; 
The  multitudinous  abyss, 
Where  secrecy  remains  in  bliss. 

And  wisdom  hides  her  skill. 
Tell  them,  I  am,  Jehovah  said 
To  ]yioses,  while  Earth  heard  in  dread. 

And  smitten  to  the  heart. 
At  once  above,  beneath,  around. 
All  Nature,  without  voice  or  sound, 

Replied,  O  Lord,  thou  art  ! 

Smart's  Song  of  David  is  not  the  only  modern  poem  which 
has  in  this  manner  disappeared ;  several  others  are  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Chalmers.  If  the  Universities  and  other  public  libraries,  now 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  enforcing  the  heaviest  tax  that  ever 
>was  imposed  upon  literature  in  any  country,  should  {H-operly  pre- 
serve the  copies  which  they  have  obtained,  some  little  advantage 
may  thus -arise  from  a  measure,  the  shameless  injustice  of  which 
will  one  day  be  reprobated  as  loudly  and  as  universally  as  it 
deserves. 

In  the  life  of  Wilkie,  Mr.  Chalmers  hints  only  at  his  antipathy 
to  clean  sheets,  and  gives  at  full  length  the  encomium  written  by 
Hume  upon  the  Epigoniad  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  Critical 
Keviewer.  In  one  of  bis  private  letters  Hume  confesses  that  it 
was  ^  uphill  work '  to  attempt  to  force  this  heavy  pieqe  of  imita- 
tive verse-work  into  notice  ,* — but  there  seems  to  have  bjeen  a^nationat 
feeling  excited  among'  the  author's  countrymen  in  his  behalf,  and 
SmoUet  had  even  the  assurance  in  his  history  to  ^numerate  tb« 
£pig(H]iad  among  those  things  which  conferred  lustre  upon  the 
age  of  George  II ! — Paul  Whitehead  falls  under  tlie  paerited  cpa- 
^mnation  of  his  biographer  for  his  share  in  the  orgies  at  Mednam 
Abbey ;  but  we  know  not  why  the  bequest  of  his  heart  to  be 
deposited  in  Lord  le  Despenser's  mausoleum,  should  be  censured 
as  any  tiling  more  than  a  foolish  imitation  of  a  not  v^y,  wise 
practice  among  the  highest  ranks. — Hartp's  life  of  Gustavus 
.  Adolphus,  the  editor  tells  us,  was  ^  a.  very  unfortunate  publication* 
Hume's  House  of  Tudor  came  out  the  ^ame  week,  and  Robertson's 

History 


Digitized  by 


Google 


406  Chalmers'5  EngMsh  Poets,  JtJLT, 

Historj^  of  Scodand  oQly  a  month  before,  and  after  perusiog  these, 
poor  Harte's  style  could  not  certainly  he  endured.'  Mr«  .Ch^metn 
perhaps  may  require  to  be  told  that  industry  in  collecting,  ex- 
amining and  arranging  the  materials  of  history,  s^d  fidelity  in  usii^ 
them,  are  the'  first  qualities  of  an  historian :  that  in  those  qualities 
Harte  has  not  been  surpassed ; — that  in  ihe  opinion  of  military, 
men  Harte's  is  the  best  military  history  in  our  language^  and  that 
it  is  rising,  and  will  continue  to  rise  in  repute. 

A  piece  is  added  to  Goldsmith's  poems  which  had  escaped  his 
former  editors, — Threnodia  Augustalis,  upon  the  death  of  the  Prin- 
cess Dowager  of  Wales,  performed  at  the  great  room  in  Soho 
Square,  and  hastily  written  for  the  occasion.  Th^  plan  is  as  com- 
mon-place as  the  subject,  and  there  is  just  a  sufficient  specimen  of 
blank  verse  to.  show  that  Goldsmith's  felicity  of  style  was  not  uni- 
versal :  this  species  of  composition  tetigit  ei  nan  ornavit.  There 
are,  however,  lines  which  redeem  the  poem.  Mr.  Chalmers  estols 
Armstrong  above  Dyer  as  a  poet ;  and  though  he  admits  that  Dr. 
Johnson's  Irene  is  radically  defective  as  a  tragedy,  praises  it  for 
splendour  of  language,  richness  of  sentiment,  and  harmony  oi  num- 
bers !  The  next  life  contains  a  yet  .more  unlucky  dispky  of  fhis 
editor's  critical  attainments.  Glover,  he  tells  us,  ^  diought  dial 
iambic  feet  only  should  be  used  in  heroic  verse,  without  admittii^ 
any  trochaic; — a  notion  which  is  much  to  be  regretted  in  a  wrUer 
whose  judgment  as  a  critic  was  acknowledged  by  the  best  scholars 
of  his  time.'  A  critic  of  this  calibre  plays  with  edge  tools  wh^ 
he  talks  of  iambics,  trochaics  and  catdectics:  it  should  see^  ^mps^ 
impossible  that  a  man  who  has  read  a  single  page  iu  ei^ther  of 
Glover's  long  poems  should  have  written  so  absurd  a  sentence.  He 
ventures  upon  verbal  criticism  also  :  on  a  former  occasion  he  CQm- 
pkins  of  a  licentious  use  of  the  elision  in  such  words  as  ominom  and 
foHowingj  showing  that  he  judges  of  verse  by  the  eye,  aud  here  te 
instances  as  words  too  familiar  for  heroic  poetry — forestall,  obfus^ 
superfluous^  authoritative,  timber.  Sec.  &c.  Mr.  Chaloie^  might 
as  well  attempt  to  build  a  house  without  timber  and  without  tool^ 
as  to  write  poetry  if  such  words  as  theae  are  to  be  prohibit^ 
SmoUet  was  equally  happy  in  this  line  of  criticism :  he  cien^wcd 
Grainger  for  using  words  which,  he  said,  were  either  pqt  l^ngU^ 
«r  not  used  by  good  authors,  as  noiseless,  redoubtable,  foud,  ^pc^  p($ 
his  great  comfort,  was  r^ninded  that  these  very  words  Wj^e  U91^.by 
Shakspeare.  Exampies  of  tliis  kind  are  sufficiently  frequeiit  y  bipl 
they  have  not  yet  tau^t  the  cobblers  of  criticism  not  tp.go  b^yi^od 
dieir  last. 

The  Ath^aid,  wfaiph  could  not  be  included  in  Anders9n'9  col^ 

lection,  is  cohtained  in  this.    It  ought  always  to  acqompan;  ih^ 

Leonidas.    Mr.  Cbalmers  censures  it  because^  he  ^j»{^  di§  ^QiMi 
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of  history  are  so  closely  followed  as  to  give  the  whole  the  air  of 
a  poetical  chronicle.  To  this  opinion  we  may  oppose  the  fact  of 
having  ourselves  repeatedly  perused  it  in  early  youth,  for  the  in- 
terest which  the  story  continually  excited.  Glover  endeavoured  to 
imitate  the  ancients,  but  wanted  strength  to  support  the  severe 
style  which  he  had  chosen.  He  has,  however,  many  and  great 
merits,  this  especially  among  others,  that  instead  of  treading  in  the 
she^p-track  wherein  the  writers  of  modem  epics,  till  his  time,  ser- 
vum  pecus,  had  gone  one  after  the  other,  he  framed  the  stories  of 
both  his  poems  according  to  their,  subject,  without  reference  to 
any  model,  6r  any  rule  but  that  of  propriety  and  good  sense.  *  He 
was  supposed  by  Dr.  Warton,'  says  Mr.  Chalmers,  *  to  have  left 
some  curious  memoirs  of  his  life,  but  as  so  many  years  have  elapsed 
without  their  appearance,  this  was  either  a  mistake,  or  they  have 
been  deemed  unfit  for  publication.'  A  portion  of  this  history 
has  lately  been  made  public,  and  it  is  as  interesting  as  any  thing 
<:an  be  which  relates  to  the  politics  of  such  unimportant  times. 
It  has  led  to  a  supposition  that  the  author  of  Junius  and  of 
these  memoirs,  were  one  and  the  same  person;  and  an  Inquiry 
has  been  published,  which  must  be  allowed  to  have  shown  satis*, 
factorily  that  the  various  requisites  which  must  have  existed  ia 
Junius,  are  to  be  found  in  Glover.  It  is  thus  proved  that  Glover 
might  have  been  the  author,  but  no  proof  has  as  yet  been  adduced 
that  he  was.  We  should  rejoice  if  this  inquiry  should  bring  forth 
more  of  his  remains,  and  lead  to  a  collected  edition  of  the  >vorks 
pf  an  author  who,  though  too  highly  extolled  in  his  own  dav,  must 
€ver  hold  a  respectable  rank  among  the  English  poets.  This  is^ 
the  more  to  be  wished,  because  Glover's  history, has  been  hitherto 
very  imperfectly  given.  The  editor  of  his  Memoirs  would  do  more 
honour  to  the  memory  of  this  distinguished  man  by  executing  this, 
task,  than  if  he  should  succeed  in  identifying  him  with  the  most 
eminent  libeller  of  his  day;  for  the  literary  character  of  Junius  will 
not  maintain  its  rank.  It  is  as  little  difficult  in  these  times  to  write 
a  malicious  style,  as  it  is  to  produce  smooth  verses  ;  and  he  who, 
like  Junius,  is  deterred  by  no  sense  of  veracity  or  of  shame  from 
bringing  forward  bold  accusations  which  he  knows  to  be  unfounded; 
misrepresenting  and  distorting  facts,  and  seasoning  calumny  and 
detraction  with  insult,  may  easily  obtain  the  reputation  of  writing 
with  vivacity  and  strength.  Bat  the  trick  has  grown  common  > 
some  of  the  most  eminent  professors  of  the  art  have  been  *  stripped 
and  whipped'  as  they  deserved ;  and  they  have  discovered,  some- 
'whii|:  t66  late,  while  writhing  under  the  wholesome  discipline,  that 
the  f)recepts  of  die  moral  law  are  not  to  be  violated  with  impunity. 

Whitehead,  the  laureate,  is  said  to  have  contracted  his  school 
friendships  either  with  noblemen  or  gentlemen  of  large  fortune ; 
and  it  is  asked  if  this  choice,  which  some  imputed  to  vanity  and  . 
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others  to  prudence,  ^  might  not  be  owing  to  his  delicacy^  as  that 
would  make  him  easily  disgusted  with  the  coarser  manners  of  ordi- 
nary boys.'    We  know  not  whether  this  execrable  foll}^  eomes  from 
Dr.  Balguy  or  Mason,  but  it  b  lamentable  to  think  that  either 
should  liave  beeu  capable  of  uttering  it.     Mr.  Chalmers  talks  of 
his  bein^  enabled  to  remain  at  school  by  bb  own  frugality^  and 
such  assistance  as  his  mother  could  give  him  r  in  what  manner 
could  his  own  frugality  contribute  to  this  ? — In  the  life  of  that 
good  man  Scott  of  Amwell,  a  soct  of  last  dying  speech  and  CQnfes<^ 
sion,  which  the  quakers  published  after  his  death,  is  inserted,  with- 
out any  suspicion  that  it  will  injure  the  memory  of  Mr.  Scott. 
*  Those/  the  editor  adds,  '  who  have  admired  him  as  the  excellent 
and  beu.evolent  citizen  and  the  favoured  poet,  will  not,  it  is  hoped, 
whatever  their  religious  opinion  may  be,  view  him  with  less  com- 
placency on  his  death-bed  as  a  christian.'    This  preciods  paper 
re({uires  some  comment ;  Scott's  life  had  not  merely  been  innocent 
and  decorous,  but  eminently  useful.    '  He  was  esteemed  regular 
and  mornl  in  bia  conduct,'  says  this  very  docun^ient,  *  and  extensive 
in  his  knowledge ;  very  remarkably  diligent  and  attentive  in  pro- 
moting works  of  public  utility,  in  assisting  individuals  in  cases  of 
difficulty,  and  in  the  conciliation  of  diffecences.     Neverthefess^'  it 
ia  added^  ^  there  is  I'eason  to  believe  he  frequently  experienced  the 
conviction  of  the  spirit  of  truth  for  not  faithfully  following  die 
Lord/     Whether  any  heavier  offence  can  be  proved  against  him 
by  the  society  than  that  qf  having  styled  himself  Esquire  in  one  of 
his  tJtle-piiges,  and  used  such  heathen  words  as  December  and  May 
in  his  poems  J  instead  of  twelfth  month  and  fifth  month,  we  know 
not ;  but  when  he  was  dying  at  a  vigorous  age  of  a  typhus  fever,  he 
was  *  brought  down,'  says  this  quaker-process,  *  as  from  the  clifts 
of  the  rocks  and  ihe  heights  of  the  hills  into  the  valley  of  deep  hu- 
BMliation..'    *  Being  convinced  of  his  own  low  and  unprepared  state, 
he  said  he  himself  was  uuwordiy  of  the  lowest  place  in  the  heaveiilv 
mansions,  but  hoped  he  should  not  be  a  companioTi  of  accursed 
and  wrathful  spirits.'     In  this  state  of  *  religious  concern'  he  con- 
tinned  till  he  died,  and  the  quakers  published  the  account  '  as  a 
word  of  reproof  to  the  careless,  and  of  comfort  to  the  mourners  on 
Zion.'    They  will  probably  not  be  well  pleased  at  seeing  it  repub- 
lished in  a  work  which  will  preserve  it  for  many  centuries,     lliirty 
years  have  done  much  towards  softening  down  the  asperities  of  the 
^ct ;  and  if  they  had  among  their  members  at  this  time  one  who   • 
wrote  such  poems  as  Scott  of  Amwell,  they  would  regard  his  works  . 
as  things  which  did  honour  to  the  society  as  well  as  to  die  author. 
The  Romanist^  draw  a  veil  over  their  confessions,  with  due  reve- 
-rence  for  tlie  feelings,  as  well  as  due  tenderness  for  the  infirmities 
of  human  nature.     How  much  wiser  and  better  is  their  practice 
than  that  which  drags  into  day-light  these  death-bed  scenes  ;  and 
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founding  a  Judicial  process  upon  whatever  c^mes  from  the  lips  of 
a  man  upon  the  rack  of  disease,  publishes  sentence  against  him^ 
and  wounds  the  living  while  it  stigmatizes  the  dead!.  ^ 

A  correspondent  m  the  Gentleman's  Mag&dne' asserted  thai 
Mickle  was  employed  by  Evans  to  fabricate  some  of  the  did  bal- 
lads published  by  him,  and  Mr.  Chalmers  says  this  calumny  was 
fully  refuted  in  a  subsequent  letter.  An  opinion  has  been  expressed 
in  a  former  number  of  this  journal  that  many  of  the  modiem  ballads 
in  Evanses  collection  were  written  by  Micilp^  there  was  no  at- 
tempt at  deceit  in  the  case,  and  nothing  but  a  spirit  of  malignant 
stupidity  could  extract  from  it  an  accusation  against  the  author; 
Perhaps  it  would  not  yet  be  too  late  to  discover  other  pieces  of  Ais 
very  able  writer  which  exist  in  the  periodical  publications  of  the 
day.  The  Old  Bachelor,  a  poem  of  striking  merit,  which  \wl» 
reprinted  in  the  Annual  Anthology  from  the  Town  and  Country 
magazine,  seems  to  bear  the  marks  of  his  hand. 

In  the  life  of  Logan  Mr.  Chalmers  speaks  of  the  discovery  of 
Ossian's  poems  as  if  he  believed  in  their  authenticity.  Because 
^ome  pieces  which  are  printed  among  the  remains  of  poor  Michael 
Bruce  have  been  ascribed  to  Logan^  he  has  not  thought  it  prop€ff 
to  admit  Bruce's  poems  into  his  collection ;  and,  speaking  c^  Lord 
Woodhouselee's  appointment  to  the  professorship  of  hi^ory  at 
Edinburgh  for  which  Logan  was  soHciting,  he  tells  us  that  the 
talents  of  the  successful  person,  had  talents  been  the  criteii6n,  must 
have  excluded  all  competition.  A  tithe  of  Logan's  talents  wotdd 
make  ten  Lord  Woodhouselees. — He  defends  the  parishioners  of 
Logan  for  quarrelling  with  him  on  the  score  of  his  literary  pursuits, 
saying  '  there  can  be  surely  no  great  injustice  in  complaining  of 
studies  which  diverted  him  from  bis  profession,  a  pi^ofdssion  wfaicfl 
be  had  voluntarily  chosen,  and  in  which  he  was  liberally  settled? 
as  if  the  active  pursuit  of  literature  were  in  any  way  iiicompatiblQi 
with  the  duties  of  the  ministry!  A  valuable  addition  is  made  to 
T.  Warton's  works,  by  the  discovery  of  five  pastoral  eclogues, 
file  scenes  of  which  are  laid  among  the  shepherds  oppressed  by  the 
war  in  Germany.  They  were  published  in  1745,  and  ascribed  to 
bim  on  the  competent  authority  of  Isaac  Reid.  The  plas  is  stated 
in  the  preface  to  be  '  entirely  new,'  and  the  design '  essentially 
diatingutshed  from  any  productions  of  their  kind  either  anci^it  oi 
Biodern :'  the  author  adds,  ^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  odd,  or 
ill  chosen.  The  opposing  interests  of  a  peaceful  and  rural  life,  anci 
the  tumultuous  scenes  of  war,  together  with  the  various  struggles 
and  passions  arising  from  thence,  seem  by  no  means  an  improper 
field  for  the  most  elegant  writer  to  exercise  his  genius  in.'  They 
are  certainly  rem^rkaole  productions  for  a  youth  of  eighteen ;  but 
Warton,  though  undoubtedly  to  be  believed  in  assertmg  his  own 
originality^  was  miitaken  when  he  supposed  that  no  former  produc- 
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lion  of  the  same  kind  was  to  be  found.    The  Jesuit  Jean  de  Bns- 
'  ti^es  has  an  eclogue  precisely  upon  the  same  plan. 

The  Life  of  Mason  is  written  with  praise-worthy  care  in  col- 
lecting scattered  notes.  It  does  not  mention  that  he  was  a  frequent 
guest  at  Rokeby,  now  a  celebrated  name,  and  that  the  faded 
decorations  of  a  favourite  summer-house  which  overlooks  the  wild 
Greta,  are  carefully  preserved  as  the  work  of  his  hand.  Mr,  Chal- 
niers's  character  of  this  poet  is  expressed  as  usual  widi  laboured 
and  inaccurate  pomposity;  its  import  however  is  just,  be  censures 
the  finical  profuseness  of  his  ornaments,  the  epithets  which  en- 
cumber what  they  do  not  illustrate,  and  the  stiff  and  stra'med  allite- 
ration which  he  so  perpetually  affected :  and  he  does  justice  to  the 
bold  and  original  conceptions  of  a  writer  who'aimed  at  nobler  and 
better  things  than  any  of  his  contemporaries.  The  Heroic  Epistle, 
and  the  other  piece  which  appeared  under  tlie  same  fictitious  iiame^ 
are  added  here  to  Mason's  works,  upon  sufficient  evidence,  but 
not  without  a  wish,  says  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  they  could  have  been 
attributed  to  some  writer  of  less  private  or  public  worth.  Th« 
editor  has  not  shewn  the  same  judgment  in  his  estimate  of  the  lite- 
rary merits  of  Sir  William  Jones,  to  whom  he  assigns  a  very  high 
rank  among  mcklern  poets : — ^it  is  not  Sir  William  Jones's  poetry 
that  can  perpetuate  his  name.  The  life  of  Cowper  is  Mr.  Chal- 
mers's best  production,  and  we  quote  from  it  that  part  which  re- 
lates to  the  intellectual  malady  of  the  poet,  in  justice  to  the  writer, 
though  we  still  must  wish  that  Cowper's  lot  had  fallen  among  friends, 
ivhose  religious  opinions  had  been  of  a  happier  character. 
.  *  It  appears  to  the  present  writer,  from  a  careful  perusal  of  that  in- ' 
structive  piece  of  biography  published  by  Mr.  Hay  ley,  that  Cowper,  from 
his  infancy,  had  a  tendency  to  erratidns  of  the  mind  ;  and  without  ad- 
mitting this  fact  in  some  degree,  it  must  seem  extremel}'  improbable 
that  the  mere  dread  of  appearing  as  a  reader  in  the  house  of  lords  should 
have  brought  on  his  first  settled  fit  of  lunacy.  Much,  indeed,  has  been 
said  of  his  uncommon  shyness  and  di^idence,  and  more,  perhaps,  than 
the  history  of  his  early  life  will  justify.  Shyness  and  diffidence  ara 
common  to  all  young  persons  who  have  not  been  early  introduced  into 
company,  and  Cowper,  who  had  not,  perhaps,  that  advantage  at  home, 
might  have  continued  to  be  shy  when  other  boys  are  forward.  But 
had  his  mind  been,  even  in  this  early  period,  in  a  healthful  state,  h» 
must  have  gradually  assumed  the  free  manners  of  an  ingenuous  youth, 
conscious  of  no  unusual  imperfection  that  should  keep  him  back.  At 
school,  we  are  told,  he  was  trampled  upon  by  the  ruder  hoys  who  took 
advantage  of  his  weakness,  yet  we  find  that  he  mixed  in  their  amuse- 
ments, which  must  in  some  degree  have  advanced  him  on  a  level  with 
them :  and  what  is  yet  more  extraordinary,  we  find  hini  associating 
with  men  of  more  gaiety  than  pure  morality  admits,  and  sporting  with 
the  utmost  vivacity  and  wildness  with  Thurlow  and  others,  when  it  was 
natural  to  expect  that  he  would  liave  been  glad  to  court  solitude  for  th« 
purposes  of  study,  as  well  as  for  the  indulgence  of  his  habitual  shyness, 
if,  indeed,  at  this  period  it  was  so  habitual  as  we  are  taught  to  believe. 
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'  Altboagjh,  therefore,  it  be  inconsistent  with  the  cotnmon  theories  of 
mania,  to  ascribe  his  first  attack  to  his  aversion  to  the  situation  which 
was  provided  for  him,  or  to  the  operation  of  delicacy  or  sensibility  on  a 
healthy  mind,  it  is  certain  that  at  that  time,  and  when,  by  his  own  ac* 
count,  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  religious  system  which  he  after- 
wards adopted,  he  was  visited  by  the  first  attack  of  his  disorder,  which 
was  so  violent  and  of  such  a  length  as  tp  put  an  end  to  all  prospect  of 
advancement  in  his  profession.  It  is  particularly  incumbent  on  all  who 
venerate  the  sound  and  amiable  mind  of  Cowper,  the  clearness  of  his 
understanding,  and  his  powers  of  reasoning,  to  notice  the  date  ami  cir- 
cumstances of  this  first  attack,  because  it  has  been  the  practice  \fri(h 
superficial  observers,  and  professed  infidels,  who  are  now  running  down 
all  the  important  doctrines  of  revealed  religion  under  the  name  of  me- 
thodism,  to  ascribe  Cowper's  malady  to  his  religious  principles,  and  his 
religious  principles  to  the  company  he  kept.  But  important  ^s  it  may 
be  to  repel  insinuations  of  this  kind,  it  is  become  less,  necessary  since 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Hayley's  Life,  which  affords  the  most  complete 
vindication  of  Mr.  Cowper's  friends,"and  decidedly  proves  that  hisreli- 
gious  system  was  no  more  connected  with  his  malady  than  with  his 
literary  pursuits ;  that  his  malady  continued  to  return  without  any  im- 
pulse from  either,  and  that  no  means  of  the  most  judicious  kind  were 
omittedby  himself  or  his  friends  to  have  prevented  the  attack,  if  human 
means  could  have  availed.  \Vith  respect  to  his  friends,  there  can  be 
nothing  conceived-  more  consolatory  to  him  who  wishes  to  cherish  a 
good  opkiion  of  mankind,  than  to  contemplate  Cowper  in  the  midst  of 
those  friends,  men  and  women  exquisitely  tender,  kind,  and  disinier" 
csted,  animated  by  the  most  pure  benevolence  towards  the  helpless  and 
interesting  sufferer,  enduring  cheerfully  every  species  of  fatigue  and 
privation,  to  administer  the  least  comfort  to  him,  and  sensible  of  nd 
gratification  but  what  arose  from  their  success  in  prolon^ng  and  glad- 
dening the  life  on  which  they  set  so  high  a  value.' — pp.  oOO,  601. 

Three  volumes  of  translations  bring  up  the  rear  of  this  collection. 
They  contain  Pope's  Homer,  Dryden's  Virgil  and  Juvenal,  Pitt's 
iEneid,  and  Vida's  Art  of  Poetry ;  Francis's  Horace,.Rowe'g  Lucan, 
Grainger's  Tibullus,  Fawkes's  Theocritus,  Apollonius  Rhodius, 
Ooluthus,  Anacreon,  Sappho,  Bion,  Moschus  and  Musaeiis;  Garth's 
Ovid,  Lewis's  Statins,  Cooke's  Hesiod,  Hoole's  Ariosto  and  Tasso, 
and  Mickle's  Lusiad.  There  was  at  least  as  much  cause  for  in- 
cluding Cowper's  Homer  as  Pitt's  Virgil;  and  miserably  ignorant 
indeed  must  that  editor  be,  not  merely  of  the  merit  of  books,  but 
of  the  estimation  in  which  they  are  held,  who  coiild  prefer  Hoole's 
Tasso  to  Fairfax's. 

Upon  comparing  Mr.  Chalmers's  collection  w^Itlv Dr.  Anderson's, 
the  advantage  appears  at  iirst  sight  to  be  greatly  on  the  side  of  the 
former.  The  type  and  paper  are  materially  better, — they  are  as 
good  as  could  be  desired,  and  the  text  is  far  less  incorrect.  But 
the  quantity  of  additional  matter  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  the 
^additional  number  of  volutnes  might  seem  to  promise,  and  the 
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omimon  of  Saekfille  occasions  a  grievous  deAcaocj,  while  it  af- 
fords the  most  undeniable  proof  of  the  editor^s  unfitness  for  his 
task.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  two  persons  performing 
the  same  work  with  feelings  more  different  man  Dr.  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Chalmers.  The  former  a  thorough  lover  of  poetry, 
indulgent  to  the  artist  for  the  sake  of  the  art :  the  latter  a  thorough- 
paced professional  critic^  so  entirely  ignorant  of  his  subject  as  to 
fancy  that  Glover  used  no  trochees  m  his  verse,  and  to  class  Prior, 
Gnj,  and  Akenside  in  the  school  of  Spenser,  and  talk  of  their 
writnigs  in  the  Spenserian  stanza! 

He  has  told  us  that '  Poetry  is  the  art  of  pleasing."  We  will  not 
attempt  to  define  with  equal  precision  what  cridcism  is,  but  we 
will  trfl  Mir.  CSialmers  what  it  is  not.  It  is  not  the  art  of  compos- 
ing pompous  sentences  which  swell  like  an  inflated  bladder,  and  are 
as  empty  as  the  bladder  when  you  prick  them  for  the  meaning.  It 
does  not  consist  in  taking  of  catdectics,  and  trochaics,  and  elisi- 
ons. It  is  not  disphiyed  by  chasing  out  half  a  dozeVi  or  half  a  score 
words  from  a  poem  containing  as  many  thousand  lines,  and  con* 
demning  them  as  too  familiar  for  heroic  poetry.  It  is  not  the  art 
of  finding  fault.  It  is  not,  whatever  ladies  and  gentlemen  may 
think,  common  to  all  persons  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of 
nodern  education.  It  requires  long  habits  of  thoughtful  and  com- 
prehensive study,  as  well  as  intuition.  It  may  be  reduced  to  rules; 
but  the  best  rales  will  no  more  make  a  man  a  critic,  than  they  can 
make  him  a  poet,  painterj,  or  musician,  if  the  predisposing  and  innate 
faculty  be  wanting. 

To  good  old  Dr.  Anderson  the  poets  and  the  literature  of  this 
country  are  deeply  behol()en ;  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we 
render  this  tribute  of  justice  to  him  whije  he  is  living  to  receive  it. 
The  booksellers,  as  dieir  predecessors  had  done  with  Dr.  Jobn^ 
son's  edition,  would  have  begun  theJcollection  with  Cowley.  Dr. 
Anders6n  prevailed  upon  them  to  include  some  of  the  eariier  and 
greater  writers,  and  the  four  volumes  which  were  thus  appropriated, 
though  fewer  than  he  wished  and  were  really  required,  gave  the 
collection  its  chief,  almost  its  only  value.  Many  of  the  Eliza- 
bethan poets  were  thus,  for  the  first  time,  made  generally  acces- 
sible, and  if  the  good  old  school  of  poetry  has  been  in  some  degree 
revived,  Dr.  Anderson  has  been  mainly  instrumental  towards  a 
reformation  which  was  so  devoutly  to  be  wished  for. 

We  have  spoken  severely  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  not  exactly  metuig 

him  with  the  same  measure  wherewith  he  has  meted,  for  he  has 

'Sir  ineasuic  at  our  hands.     One  who  shows  so  lirtle  tendertiess 

irrora  of  othtvs  has  no  reason  to  expect  any  for  his  ow.n. 

^1?  who  is  convicted  of  incapacity  deserves  to  be  chastised. 

Idler  who  disgraces  himself  in  the  day  of  battle;  he  has 

«lf  into  a  profession  which  makes  weakness  a  crune. 
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An  AooofHit  ^f  the  Grubber;  an  Instrument  recently  introduced  into  East 
Lothian,  for  pulverising  the  ground,  and  diminishing  the  expense  of  Cultiva- 
tion,   By  John  Shirreff.     Is.  ^d. 

AKTIQUITIES. 

Outlines  from  the  Greek,  Roman,  and  EtroBcian  Vases.  BySitW.  Har 
milton.    Royal  ^ro.     II.  is. 

Illustrations  of  Northern  Antiquities,  from  the  earlier  Teutonic  tiod  Scaii- 
dinaviaD  Romaucea;  being  an  Abstract  from  the  Book  of  Hei'oes»  andNibe- 
iungen  La;f9  with  translations  of  Metrical  Tales,  from  the  old  German,  Dar 
oish,  Swedish,  and  Icelandic  Languages.  With  Notes,  and  Dissertations; 
4to.    31.  ds. 

The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Cathedral  Cbu^cb  of  Salbbury,  iMus- 
trated  by  a  Series  of  Ei^ravings  of  Views,  Elevations,  Plans,  and  Architect 
4nrai  DetaiU  of  that  Edifice:  also  Delineations  of  the  Ancient  Monuments 
€^od  3culpture.  By  John  Britton,  F.S.A.  Number  I.  Medium  4to.  12s. 
Imperial  4to.  II.    Crown  folio,  11.  11b.  6d.  and  Super-royal  folio,  2l.  Ss. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

An  Introduction^  the  Study  of  Bibliography;  to  which  is  prefixed,  a  His- 
torical Memoir  on  the  Public  libraries  of  the  Ancients.  By  Thomas  Hart- 
well  Horn^,  Sub-librarian  to  the  Surry  lastitatioii.  MTith  numerous  fac- 
simile Speciitiens  of  early  Printiog,  Pnotera*  Markv  &c.Ac«  d  voh.Qvo, 
lias.   Eoynl  $vo.  51.  Ss. 

Olio  of  Bibliographical  and  Literary  Anecdotes  and  Memorandai  original 
aud  sel^ted.    By  Wm.  Davis.    12mo.    5s. 

>     .    .  BioGBAPnr. 

A  Translation  of  the  First  Part  of  the  Memoirs,  Sec,  of  Baron  de  Grknm, 
for  the  years  If 53  to  1770.    «  vols.  8vo.     II. 88. 

Some  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  ijf  Mrs.  Trimmer,  with  Ori^nai 
Letters^  and  Meditations  and  Prayers,  selected  from  her  JouruaL  2  vols. 
8vo.    18$. 

Memoirs  of  a  celebrated  Literary  and  Political  Chtiracter,  from  If  42 
to  I75y.     8vo.     7s.  6d. 

Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century;  con|Mrising  Biograpliical 
Memoirs  of  William  Bowyer»  printer,  F.  S.  A.  and  many  el'  his  Learned   ; 
Friends^  an  iucideaiul  View  of  tiie  progress  and  advancement  of  Literature  ^ 
ip  this  Kingdom  during  the  last  Century.    By  John  NicKoIs,  F.  S.  A.  Vol. 
Vni.  11.  7s.  with  seven  Portraits. 

Portraits  of  Illustrious  Personages  of  Great  Britain;  with  Biographical  and  - 
Historical  Memoirs  of  their  Lives  and  Actions.    By  Edmund  Lodge,  Esq. 
XtaifCBiter  Herald.    Part  L    Folio^  21.  X2s.  6d.    Super-royal  folio,  5L  5s. 

BOTANY. 

.AnEpitooto  of  the  Second  Edicipu  of  Hortus  Kewensis,  for  the  use  of 
Practical  Gardeners;  to  which  is  added,  a  Selection  of  Esculent  Vegetables 
and  Fruits,  cultivated  in  the  Royal  Garden  at  Kew.  'By  W.  T.  Aitou,  Gar^ 
deoer  to  his  Majesty.    8vo.    l^s. 
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The  Classes  and  Orders  of  theLinnean  System  of  Botany;  illustrated  by 
select  specimens  of  foreign  ahd  indigenous  Hants.  Parti,  royal  8vq.  4s.— » 
Coloured  6s. 

Systematic  Arrangement  and  Description  of  the  FTants  of  North  America* 
By  Fiederick  Pursli.    2  vols.  8vo.     ll.  i6s. 

CHEMlSTRy. 

The  Chemical  Guide  J  or,  Complete  Companion  to  the  Portable  Chest  of 
Chemistry;  containing  full^ directions  for  making  and  usii^  all  the  diSerenc 
Tests  or  R^Au;ent8,  employed  in  the  Analysis  of  Natural  and  Acliticiai  Pro- 
ducts.     By  Reece  and  Co.    8vo.    7s.  6d. 

COMMENCE.. 

A  Compendium  of  the  I^aws  recently  passed  for  regulating  the  Trade  with 
the  East  Indies;  the  Duties  of  Customs  and  Excise  on  Goods  imported  and 
exported,  &c.  &c.  By  Thomas  Thornton,  of  the  East  India  Office,  Custom- 
House.     8vo.     7s. 

Water's  Calculator;  or,  the  Baltic,  American  Merchant,  Ship-owner,  and 
Captain's  Assistant.  Third  Edition,  considerably  enlarged,  by  J.  Scbofield. 
8vo.     4s.  6d. 

The  Value  and  Utility  of  the  Freedom  of  the  Hanse  Towns.  By  J.  L.  von 
Hess.     From  the  German,  by  B.  Crusen.     8vo.     6s. 

Revievy  of  the  Discussion  relating  totlw.  Oporto  Wine  Company.     2s.  6d. 

The  Importance  .of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  a  Colony,  to  Great  Britain, 
independently  of  the  advuntaj^es  it  possesses  as  a  Military  and  Naval  Station* 
By  Richard  Bernard  Fisher,  Esq.     3s. 

CRITICISM. 

.  The  History  of  Fiction ;  being  a  criiicai  Account  of  the  most  celebrated 
Prose  Works  of  Fiction,  from  the  earliest  Greek  Romances,  to  the  Novelsof 
the  present  day.     By  John  Duniop.     3  vols,  post  8vo.  11.  lis.  6d. 

*  DRAMA. 

Narensky;  a  new  Serio-Comic  Opera,  iji  Three  Acts.  By  M,  C.  Brown. 
8vo.     2s.  6a, 

Old  English  Plays :  being  a  Selection  of  such  Plays  of  the  early  Dramatic 
Writers,  as  are  not  to  be  found  in  D»jdsley's  or  any  later  Collection.  With 
Notes  and  Biographical  Prefaces..  Vol.  I.   8vo.    12s.    Royal,  ll.. 

Arminius;  or,  the  Deliverance  of  Germany..    By  Charles  Knight*    Fools- 
cap ^vo.    4s. 
.  The  Woodman's  Hut;  a  Meio-Dramatic  Itomance.     l3vo.    2s. 

Explanations  and  Emendations  of  some  Passages  in  the  Text  of  Shakespeare, 
and  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.     By  Martinus  Scriblerus.     2s.  6d. 

Debtor  and  Creditor,  a  Comedy,  in  Five  Acts.  By  James  Kenny,  Esq. 
$vo.    2s.  66, 

The  Drama  Recorded ;  or,  a  list  of  PJays  from  the  earliest  periods  to  the 
present  time.     12mo.     7s.  6d, 

Intrigue:  a  Comic  Interlude,  in  One  Act.    By  John  Poole,  Esq.     Is.  6d. 

EDUCATION. 

The  Expeditious  Arithmetician;  or.  Preceptor's  Arithmetical  C lass-Book. 
By  B.  Danby  and  J.  Long,  of  Hull.     12mo.     7s. 

Proceedings  of  the  Glasgow  Lancasterian  Schools  Society,  at  a  Meeting 
held  on  the  31st  of  January,  1314,  with  Illustrations  and  Remarks.  By  Jo» 
sepli  Fox.     Svo.     3s. 

The  Principles  of  Practical  Perspective,  on  Scenographic  Projection;  con- 
taining various  Rules  for  delineating  Designs  on  plane  Surfaces,  and  taking 
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Views  from  Nature.     By  Richard  Browh,  Architect  aqd  Drawing  Master. 
4to.   Parti.    103. 6d. 

An  Introduction  to  Arithmetic  on  a  System  never  before  pubii^ed.  Bjr 
George  Gregory,  of  the 'Free  Grammar  Sehool,  Repttm.    ds.  6d. 

Geographical  Exercises  in  the  New  Te!»tament,  describing  the  priHcipcU 
Places  in  Judea,  &c.  with  Maps,  &c.  Designed  by  Win.  Butler.  5s. 
i  Letters  of  a  Village  Governes**,  descriptive  of  Rural  Scenery  and  Manners) 
with  Anecdotes  of  Highland  Children,  displaying  tlie  Dawnings  of  Youthful 
Geniui,  and  the  Methods  taken  to  improve  it.  By  Eiiz.  Bond.  2  vols.  8vo. 
18s.  f 

The  English  Expositor,,  on  a  new  Plan;  peculiarly  adapted  for  those  by 
ivhom  an  Expositor  or  Dictionary  is  uaed  as  a  Series  of  daily  Lessons,  by 
J.  Lloyd.    2s. 

Letters  addressed  to  two  absent  Daughters.    By  Mrs.  Rundell.     88. 

Travels  at  Home,  and  Voyages  by  the  Fire-Side;  for  the  lostruction  and 
Amusement  of  Young  Persons.     2  vols.     6s, 

The  Promoter  of  Expedition  and  Ease;  a  copper-plate  cyphering  Book^ 
with  the  Sums  set  ou  a  new  System  lately  discovered.  By  Tlius.  Harvey* 
4to.    4s.  6d. 

An  Explanatory  Key  for  the  Use  of  the  Tutor.     Is. 

Prosodia  Graeca;  sive,  Metrorum  Graecorum,  per  Regulas  et  Exempla,  Ex- 
positio.  In  usum  Studiosx  Juventutis.  Pars  I. — Also  Part  II.  a  Disserta- 
tion on  the  VersiHcation  of  Homer,  and  the  Use  of  the  Digamma  in  his 
Poems;  to  which  is  subjoined  the  first  Book  of  the  Iliad,  with  Notes  illustra- 
tive of  the  Rules  of  Versification.  By  Geo.  Dunbar,  F.R.  S.  K  Professor  of 
Greek  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.     8vo.     5s. 

New  System  of  Teaching  the  Art  of  Writing.     By  J.  Carstair.     8vo,     12s. 
.Life  and  Death  of  a  Monkey;  or,  the  Village  of  Alten;  a  Tale  for  Young 
Persons.    6s. 

The  Teacher'd  Assistant;  or,  Arithmetician's  Guide.  By  R, S. M.  Thom- 
son.    12mo. 

FINE  ARTS. 

Ghalcographiana :  the  Printseller's  Chronicle  and  Collector's  Guide.  By 
James  Caulfield.     8vo.    15s. — Large  paper,  51.  5s. 

Practical  Directions  for  Flower-Dmwing,  illustrated  by  coloured  Draw- 
ings.    By  Patrick  Syraes.     4to.     ll.  5s. 

The  Marquis  of  StaflFord's  Collection  of  Pictures;  arranged  according  to 
Schools,  and  in  Chronological  Order;  with  Remarks,  and  a  particular  De- 
scription of  each  Picture.  By  W.  Y.  Otiley,  Esq.  F.  S.  A.  2l.  12s.  6d. — 
Proofs,  on  India  paper,  51.  5s. 

The  XVlth  Number  of  the  Gallery  of  Contemporary  British  Portraits, 
containing  Lord  Casilereagh,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Sir  N.  W.  Wraxall,  Bart. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  Richard  Cumberland,  Esq.  Robert  Smirke,  Esq, 
il.  A.  with  short  Biograpliical  Notices.  II.  5s. — or  Proof  Impressions^  on 
Jarge  paper,  ll.  16s. 

A  Collection  of  Portraits,  sketched  from  Life,  by  George  Dance,  R.  A. 
and  engraved  by  W.  Daniell,  A.  R.  A.  Nos.  XI.  and  XII.  folio,  ll.  Is. 

Thurston's  Illustrations  •;f  Lord  Byron's  Poem  of  the  Corsair.  Royal  Svo. 
53.  6d. 

Werner's  Nomenclature  of  Colours^  with  Additions,  arranged  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  highly  useful  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  particularly  to  Zoology,  Botany, 
Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  and  Morbid  Anatomy;  annexed  to  which  are  Ex- 
iimples,  selected  from  well-known  Objects  in  the  Aniniul,  Vegetable,  and 
JJiuerai  Kingdom.    By  Patrick  Symes.     Svo.     lis. 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

AocouDt  of  Canada^    Bjr  David  AndersoD.    8vo.     XOb*  6d. 

■irroiv. 

The  New  Anooal  Register,  or  General  Repoiitory  of  Hisloryy  PoUtics»  and 
Literature^  for  the  Year  1815.    IL 

Jouroafa  of  the  8ieg6s  nodertakeo  bjf  the  Allies  m  Spain,  in  tbeyeara  1811 
and  1813,  with  Notes.  By  Brevet  lieuteuant-Colonel  John  T.  Jones.  lUos- 
trated  by  Plates.    Bvo.     18b. 

Ah  Inquiry  into  the  History  of  Scotland,  preceding  the  Reign  of  Maloolm 
III.  or  the  Year  1056,  inclading  the  Authentic  History  of  that  Period.  To 
which  is  added,  a  Dissertation  on  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Scythians  or 
Qothsr;  kmhig  an  Introdoctiob  to  the  Ancient  and  Modern  History  of  £urope. 
By  John  Pinkerton^    With  a  Plate  aad  six  Maps.    2  vols.  8vo.    ll.  10a. 

The  Ghromcles  of  Scotland ;  published  from  several  old  ManuacriptB.  By 
Robert  Lindsay,  of  Pitscottie.    2  vols.  8vo.    ll.  Is. 

History  of  Ireland,  from  the  earliest  Period  to  the  furesent  Time.  By 
Stephen  Barlow,  AM.     9  vols.  8Vo.     ll.  Is. 

A  Literary  History  of  the  Middle  Ages;  comprehending  an  Aoeount  of  the 
State  of  Learning,  from  the  Close  of  the  Reign  of  Augustus,  to  its  Revival  in 
the  Fifteenth  Century,    By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Beringtoo.    4to.    91. 3s. 

LAW. 

The  Origin,  Object,  and  Openitk)ri  of  the  Apprentice  Laws.    8vo.    9s.* 
Proofs  of  the  Necessity  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Act  of  5th  Elizabeth,  cap.  4. 

commonly  called  the  Statute  of  Apprentices.    8vq. 
Index  to  the  Statutes  at  Large.    By  John  A^ithby,  Esq.    4to.    31.  3s. — 

3  vols.  8vQ«  8L  65.  .   ,      .         , 

MATHSMATfCS.    • 

Forms  for  the  Ready  Calcohition  of  the  Longitude,  with  thQ  Tables  pub> 
lished  by  Joseph  de  Mendoza  Rios,  Esq.  F.R.S.    Folio.    4s. 

The  Elements  of  Plane  Geography ;  containing  the  first  Six  Books  of  Eu- 
clid, from  the  Text  of  Dr.  Simson,  Emeritus  Pro^ssor  of  Mathematics  in  t)ie 
University  of  Glas^w;  with  Notes,  Critical  and- Explanatory*  To  which  are 
added.  Book  VII.  mcluding  several  important  Propiositions- which  ^re  not  in 
Euclid;  and  Book  VIII.  consisting  of  Practical  Geometry;  also  Book  IX.  of 
Planes  and  their  Intersections;  and  Book  X.  of  the  Geometry  of  Solids.  By 
Thomas  Keith.    8vo.     10s.  6d.  .     ,.        • 

1IEDICIJ7E.  '  ^ 

Celsus  de  Mediciha,  ex  req^nsioue  Targae,  card;  Adami  Dickinson.  12mo.  9s. 

Eriquiry  into  the  Probability  and  Rdtionality  of  Mr.  Hunter's  Thcorjr  of 
Life.     Dy  John  Abertiethy,  F.R.S.     8vo.     48.  6d.  •   ' 

Observations  on  Dii^ea^s  of  Females.  By  Charles  Mansfield  Clarke.  Iflus- 
trated  by  Ciipper-piatea,  Parti,  royal  8vo.     ll.  ts. 

A  Treatise  on  Ileriiin.  Hy  Antonio  Scarpa.  Translated  from  the  Italiad, 
by  JoliQ  Henry  Wishart     Bvo.     16s. 

Corain#iitJiries  tin  the  Treatment  of  the  Venereal  Disease,  particularly  in 
its  estasperatecl  State-     By  Edward  Geoghegan.    8?o.    €s.  6d. 

Ah  Ej*say  on  tbe  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Insanity;  with  Observation^ tm 
Ibe  Ihilo.^  fiiv  the  Detection  of  Treienders  to  Madness.  By  George  Nesse 
Hill.     8vo.    12s.  ^ 

An  Account  of  Baths,  aud  of  a  Madeira  House,  at  firistol;  with  a  Draw- 
ing and  Description  of  a  Pulmometer ;  and  Cases,  showing  its  Utility  in  ascer- 
taining the  State  of  the  Lungs  in  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  By  Edw.  Kentish, 
M.D.     8vo.    3s.  0d. 

Results  of  Experietice  in  the  Treati^ent  of  Cuses  of  Defective  Utterance, 
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from  Defidencies  in  the  Roof  of  tiie  Mouth,  and  other  Imperfe<%ions  and 
Mai-conformations  of  the  Organs  of  Speech.     By  John  Thelwall,  Esq.  Bvo,  5a» 

Treatise  on  Hydrocephalus,  or  Dropsy  of  the  Brain.  By  James  Carmichael 
Smyth,  M.D.  F.R.S.    8vo.    «8. 

Letters  to  the  Duke  of  Kent  on  the  Efficacy  of  equable  and  artifieiai  Tem- 
perature in  the  Treatment  <if  Consuoiptieo.  By  Tbonas  Suttoo,  M.D« 
8vo.    28.  • 

An  Index  to  the  Anatomical,  Medical,  Chirurgied,  and  PhysiologpoAl  Papers 
eontatned  in  the  Philbsophicai  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Iioudoi^ 
from  166d  to  1813 ;  chronologically  aud  alphabetically  arranged,  with  bridf 
Bxplanfatory  Remarks.    4to.     lOs.  6d. 

'  A  Practical  Account  of  the  Fever  commonly  called  the  Bilious  Remittent,  aft 
it  appeared  in  the  Ships  and  Hospitals  of  the. Mediterranean  Fle«t,  with  Gasei 
and  0issecctons.  By  WiHi^ai  Burnett,  M.D.  PhysiGian  to  the  Fleet.  <  8vo, 
10s.  6d. 

Lectures  on  Inflammation,  exhibiting  a  View  of  the  general  Doctrines,  Pa- 
thological and  Practical,  of  Medical  Surgery.  By  John  Thomson,  M.D, 
F.R.S.E.     Us. 

Practical  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Absorbent  System.  By  Wiliimii 
Goodlad.    8vo.    7s.  6d. 

Veierinary  Medicine  and  Therapeutics.    By  W.  Peck.     8vo.     10s.  6d. 

An.  Essay  on  Medical  Economy,  comprising  a  Sketch  of  the  State  of  tbr 
Pro^ssion  in  England,  and  the  Outlines  of  a  Plan  calculated  to  ^ve  the  Medi« 
cal  Body  in  general  an  increase  of  Usefulness  and  Respectability.     6s. 

MINERALOGT. 

An  Account  of  the  Basalts  of  Saxony,  with  Observations  on  the  Origin  of 
Basalt  in  general.  By  J.  F.  Dauhuisson.  Translated,  with  Notes,  by  P.  Neill, 
F.R.S.E.  and  F.L.S.  With  a  Map  of  the  Sason  Er^eburge,  from  Petri. 
8vo.    9s. 

A  Manual  of  Mineralogy.  By  Arthur  Aikin,  Secretary  to  the  (jreological 
Society. 

Memoirs  of  tlie  Werneriao  Natural  History  Society;  with  19  Engravbgl. 
Vol.  11.  Part  I.  for  the  Years  1811,  V2, 13.     18s. 

MISCELLANIES. 

Glances  at  Character.     12mo.     10s.  6d. 

Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,  witli  a  Supplement  of  interesting  Letters  by  !^ 
^tinguished  Characters ;  by  Lord  Nelson.     2  vols.     8vo.     ll.  Is.  ' 

Letters  upon  the  Writings  and  Character  of  J.  J.  Rousseau.  By  Madame 
La  Baronne  de  Stael.    8vo.    6s. 

View  of  French,  literature  during;  the  Eighteenth  Century.     8vo,    8s. 

A  Narrative  of  tlie  Origin  and  Proceedings  of  the  Independent  Debating 
^Society  in  Liverpool.    By  John.  Wright,  President.     Is.  6d. 

The  Inquirer,  or  Literary  Miscellany.     Nos.  1. 11.     8vo.     4s.  each. 

Annals  of  the  Poor ;  contaiuing  the  DaiVyman's  Daughter,  with  consider*  r 
able  Additions;  the 'Negro  Servaut;  and  the  Young  Cottager.  By  the  Rev.  '. 
Le^h Richmond,  A.M.  Rector  of  Turvey.     12mo.    7s. 

Rfgitts  of  Literature;  or  an  Author's  Appeal  to  the  Legislature.  By  Joha 
Britton,  F.  S.  A.    8vo.     3s.  6d. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Public  Journals  for  ISISL     12mo.    Ts. 

The  Edinburgh  Eacyclopsdia,  or  Dictionary  of  Arfs,  Sciences,  and  MisceU 
kneoos  Literature.  Conducted  by  David  Brewster,  IX.  p.  Vol.  VII.  Part 
11.  Vol.  Vni.  Part  I.     11.  Is.  each. 

Proofs  of  the  Mid-staten^eot  of  Facts  contained  ip  an  Attack  upon  th^  Fi- 
delity 
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delitjr  and  Veracity  of  the  Author  of  a  Tour  to  the  Grande  Chartreuse  and 
Alet.    8vo.     3s.  6d. 

lustructions  to  Young  Sportsmen ;  to  which  is  added  a  concise  Abridgment 
of  the  principal  Game  Laws.    Foolscap  8vu.     5s. 

The  New  Drawing  Magazine;  being  a  Selection  of  Lessons  calculated  to 
make  iheArtof  DrnwingEasy,  and  founded  upon  the  Principles  of  Geome- 
try and  Perspective.     By  James  Merigot.     Part  IIL     4to.    Ts.  6d. 

Klopstock  and  his  Friends;  a  Series  of  Familiar  Letters,  written  between 
the  Years  1750  and  1803.  Translated  from  the  German  by  Miss  Benger.  8vo. 
lOs.  6d. 

The  School  for  Good  Living ;  or,  a  Literary  and  Historical  Essay  on  the 
European  Kitchen:  beginning  with  Cadmus  the  Cook  and  King,  and  conclud- 
ing with  the  Union  of  Cookery  and  Chemistry.     12mo.    6s. 

The  Cambridge  University  Calendar  for  the  Year  1814.     12mo.    Ss.  6d. 

Clavis  Calendaria,  op  a  Compendious  Analysis  of  the  Calendar.  By  Joha 
-Brady,  abridged  by  the  Author.     12mo.     10s.  6d. 

An  Inquiry  concerning  the  Author  of  Junius.     8vo.    58.  6d. 

The  Merchant  and  Shipmaster's  Assistant.     8vo.     10s.  6d. 

Quarrels  of  Authors,  or  some  Memoirs  for  oar  Literary  History.  By  the 
Author  of  Calamiiics  of  Authors.     3  vols.  cr.  8vo.     11.  4s. 

Some  Account  of  the  proposed  Improvements  of  the  Western  Part  of  Lon- 
don.    8vo.     14s. 

The  Peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  the 
Extinct  and  Forfeited  Peerages,  a  List  of  their  Family  Names,  Second  Titles, 
&c.  and  a  Translation  of  their  Mottos,  to  1814.  By  John  Debrett.  18mo. 
S  vols.     11.  4s. 

Public  Disputation  of  the  Students  of  the  College  of  Fort  William,  in  Ben- 
gal, before  the  Rii^htHon.  LordMinto,  Governor-General  of  Bengal,  and  Vi- 
sitor of  the  College ;  together  with  His  Lordship*s  DibCourse,  Sept.  20th,  181S 
8vo.     2s.  6d.  7      r  /  . 

A  Court  Martial  holden  at  Bangalore,  March  9th,  1812,  on  Mr.  Assistant. 
Surgeon  Macdonald,  of  the  13th  Regiment  Madras  Infantry;  also  on  Lieut 
H.Harkness,  of  the  13th  Native  Infantry.     Ts.' 

Phantasm  of  an  University,  with  Prolegomena;  in  which  theDefects  of  oiir 
University  Systems  are  exposed,  and  a  new  Arrangement  of  the  Sciences  is 
given.     By  C.  Kelsall,  Esq.     51.  5s, 

Anecdotes  of  Music,  Historical  and  Biographical ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
from  a  Gentleman  to  his  Daughter.     By  A  Burgh,  A.  M.     12mo.    ll.  Us.  6d. 

NATURAL    PHILOSOPHY. 

Elements  of  Electricity  and  Electro-Cheraistry.  By  George  John  Sincer 
8vo.     16s.  ^    ' 

An  Essay  on  Light  and  Vision  with  Directions  for  the  proper  Applicatioa 
ot  (jlasses  to  detective  Sights.     By  John  By  water.     5s. 

Experiments  and  Observations  on  Atomic  Theory  and  Electrical  Phenomena. 
By  Wm.  Higgms,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  M.  R.  L  A.    8vo.    6s. 

NOVELS. 

Love  and  War:  an  Historical  Romance.     By  Alex.  Stiven.     12nio      12s 
Morton  :  a  Novel.     By  Marg.  CuUen,  Author  of  Home.     3  vols,  '  l?mo' 
18s.  ^  .  ,  ^ 

The  Scotchwoman.     By  Antony  Fred.  Holstein.     3  vols.     12mo      15g 
The  Vaults  of  Lepautu:  a  Romance.     By  T.  R.  Tuckett,  Esq.     3  vols 
12  mo.     15s.  '       ^  ^ 

The  Wanderer ;  or,  Female  Difficulties.  By  the  Author  of  Evelina,  Ceci- 
ha,  and  Camilla.     5  vols.     l2mo.     2!.  2s.  .        .  ^  V^w 
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Conviction ;  or,  She  is  Innocent :  a  Novel.  B^  Ann  of  Swansea.  5  vdli. 
12ino.     II.  7s.6d. 

Spanish  Guitar :  a  Tale.     By  Eliz.  Isahella  Spence.    12mo.     3s. 

The  Victim  of  Intolerance;  or,  the  Hermit  of  Killarney :  a  Catholic' Tale. 
By  Robert  Torrens,  Major  in  the  Royal  Marines.     4  vols.     12mo:     11. 

Zenohia,  Queen  of  Palmyra  r  a  Narrative  founded  on  History.  By  the  Au- 
thor of  Patriarchal  Times.     2  vols.     12s. 

The  Cabronazos;  or,  a  Spaniard  in  London.     2  vols.     12mo.     14s. 

Rosanne;  or,  a  Father's  Labour  Lost.  By  Laetitia  Matilda  Hawkins.  3  vols. 
11.  7s. 

MansBeld  Park.  By  the  Author  of  Sense  and  Sensibility,  and  Pride  and 
Prejudice.    3  vols.     12mo.     18s. 

^  PHILOLOGV. 

M^thode  Pratique,  pour  apprendre  facilement  la  Langue  Anglaise  d'aprbt 
•Siret,  Parquet,  Cobbet,  et  autres.  Nouvellement  arcaog^e  et  augmcntee.  Par 
George  Hodgkins.    6s. 

Exercises  on  French  Grammar.     By  Lewis  Catty.     12mo.    5s. 

A  French  Dictionary,  on  a  Plan  entirely  new;  wherein  all  the  words  are  so 
arranged  and  divided  as  to  render  their  Pronunciation  both  easy  and  accurate: 
with  an  Index  of  the  most  difficult  Words.     By  W.  Smith,  A.  M.     8s,  6d. 

Analysis  of  the  Formation  of  the  Radical  Tenses  of  the  Qreek  Verb,  By 
George  Dunbar.    8vo.     3s. 

Anecdotes  of  the  English  Language :  chiefly  regarding  the  Local  Dialect  of 
London  and  its  Environs.  By  Sam.Pegge,  Esq.  F.S.  A.  The  Second  Edition, 
enlarged  and  corrected.  To  which  is  added,  a  Supplement  to  the  Provincial 
Glossary  of  Francis  Grose,  Esq.     8vo,     12s. 

Rabenhorst's  Dictionary  of  the  German  and  English  Languages :  in  Two 
Parts.     ByG.  H.Noehden,  LL.D.  Ph   D.     square  12mo.     ll.  Is. 

Compendious  Hebi-ew  Dictionary.  By  J.  Robertson,  corrected  by  Nahum 
Joseph.     12mo.     14s. 

.  Hermes  Scylhicus;  or,  the  Radical  Affinities  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Lan- 
guages to  the  Gothic;  illustrated  from  tlie  Moreo-Gothic,  Anglo-Saxon, 
Francic,  Alemannic,  Suio-Gothic,  Islandic,  &c.  To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Dis- 
sertation on  the  Historical  Proofs  of  the  Scythian  Origin  of  the  Greeks,  By 
John  Jamieson,D.D.  F.  R.S.E.  F.S.A.S.     8vo.     12s. 

Rules  for  Pronouncing  and  Reading  the  French  Language.  By  the  lUv. 
Israel  VVorsley.     12mo.     2s.  bound. 

Syntactical  Examination;  or.  Questions  and  Examples  adapted  to  the  Syn- 
,tax  of  the  Iiatin  Grammar.     12mo.    2s. 

POETRir. 

The  Prospects  of  Africa,  and  other  Poems.     By  James  Jennings.     5s. 

Tixall  Poetry,  with  Notes  and  Illustrations.  By  Arthur  Clifford,  Esq.  4to. 
31.  2s. — royal,  31.  Ss. 

'  The  Doge's  Daughter:  a  Poem,  in  Two  Cantos.  By  Edward  Lord  Thur- 
low.     8vo.    3.S.  6d. 

Orlando  in  Roncesvalles:  a  Poem,  in  Five  Cantos.  By  J,  H.  Merrivale^ 
Esq.     8vo.     8s.  6d. 

The  English  and  Latin  Poems  of  Thomas  Gray:  with  Critical  Notes,  a  Life 
of  the  Author,  &c.  &c.  By  the  Rev.  John  Mitford,  B.  A.  of  Oriel  College,- 
Oxford,     8vo,     18s. 

The  Works  of  Thomas  Gray:  to  which  are  subjoined  Extracts,  Philological, 
Poetical,  and  Critical,  from  the  Author's  Original  Manuscripts.    Selected  and 
arranged  by  Thomas  James  Mathias.     2  vols,  royal  4to.     71.  73. 
'    Specimens  of  the  Classic  Poets,  in  a  Chronological  Series,  from  Honrter  to 
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TrjrpModomfv  tmnslated  into  En^ish  Verae,  and  illifstnited  by  BM^rsupWcal 
and  Critical  Notices.  By  Charles  Abraham  EUob,  Author  of  aXraosJatioii  of 
Hesiod.    3  vols.    8vo.    ll.  1^. 

Poems  OB  Various  Occasions.    By  the  Rev.  W.  Fernybough,  B.  A*  8ro*  9s» 

Anacreon  in  Dublin.    Sto.    8s» 

Tales,  imitated  m  English  Verse,  by  La  Fontaine^    2  vols.    12mo.    188. 

The  Orphans:  or,  the  Battle  of  Neville's  Cross:  a  Metrical  Romance-  8v0b 
rs.6d. 

The  Paradise  of  Coquettes :  a  Poem,  in  9  parts.     8vo.    9s. 

Ariadne:  a  Poem,  in  three  Parts.    By  Edward  Lord  Thurlow.    8vo.     49. 

The  Satires  of .  Jqvenai,  translated  into  English  Verse,  with  Notes  and  Il- 
lustrations, by  Charles  fiadham,  M.  D.    8vo.    14s. 

The  Terrors  of  Imagination,  and  other  Poems.     By  J.  W.Smith.   Svo.    6s« 

Mansion  of  Drymnagb ;  a  Tale  of  Erin,  in  two  Cantos.    By  M.  W.  Harts- 
tonge,  Esq.    Svo.    7s. 

A  new  Edition  of  Klopstock's  Messiah.    By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ea£9es,  of 
Liverpool    3  vols.    l^mo. 

The  Exile  of  Elba:  a  Poem  on  the  Annihilation  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte's 
Dynasty.    Svo.    3s. 

St.  ^lians,  or  the  Cursing  Wall :  a  Poem^  in  Five  Cantos.  By  Charlotte 
Wardle.     Svo.     6s. 

TheR^entand  the  King;  or  a  Trip  from  Hartwell  to  Dover:  a  Poem^ 
Svo.     2s. 

Buonaparte :  a  Poem.    By  Lord  Byron.     Is.  6d. 

A  Song  of  Triumph.     By  William  Sothcby,  Esq.    2s.  6d. 

The  Commemoration  of  Reynolds,  in  two  parts;  with  Notes  and  other 
Poems.    By  Martin  Archer  Shee,  Esq.  R.  A.    Foolscap  Svo.    68. 

Individuality;  or,  the  Causes  of  Reciprocal  Misapprehension:  a  Poem  in 
six  Books:  illustrated  by  Notes.    By  Martha  Ann Sellon.    Bvo.    12s. 

Eighteen  Hundred  and  Thirteen :  a  Poem,  in  Two  Parts.  By  Mrs.  Grant, 
of  Loggan.    Svo.     Ss. 

Moonshine :  consisting  of  Remarks  in  Verse  on  various  Subjects,  and  on 
Part  of  England  and  Wales.     2  vols.    Svo.     1).  Is. 

Poems ;  or  Miscellaneous  Metricals.    By  P.  Taylor.     12rao.    6s. 

Christian  Conqueror;  or,  Moscow  burnt,  and  Paris  saved.     Svo.     Is.  6d, 

POLITICS   AND   POLITICAL    ECONOMY. 

Causes  of  the  Poverty  of  Nations.    By  W.  Dawson.    Svo.    10s.  6d. 

Elements  of  Political  Science.  By  John  Craig,  Esq.  3  vols.  Svo. 
ll.  lis.  6d. 

De  I'Esprit  de  Conqu6te  et  de  llJsurpation.  Par  Benjamin  de  Constant- 
Rebecque.     Svo.    Ss.  6d. 

Hi3torical  Sketches  df  Politics  and  Public  Men,  for  the  Year  ISIS.  -  Princi- 
pal subjects:  Ministerial  and  Party  Changes  during  the  Year — ^Princess  of 
Wales— The  Catholic  Question— Renewal  of  the  East  India  Charter — ^Finances 
—Campaign  in  the  Peninsula — Campaign  in  the  North  and  in  Germany— 
America.    8s. 

The  Political  Memento ;  or  Extracts  from  the  Speeches,  during  the  last  six 
years,  of  near  a  hundred  of  the  most  distinguished  Members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  on  the  Policy,  Conduct^  and  prqbable  Result  of  the  War. 
Svo.     15s. 

Offerings  to  Buonaparte.    Svo.     10s.  6d. 

Thoughts  on  various  Charitable  and  other  InstitotioDS,  and  on  the  best 
Mode  of  conducting  them.  To  which  is  subjoined,  an  Address  totbeFeoiaM 
of  the  rising  Genefation.    By  Catherine  Cappe.    Svo.    ds. 

Debates  at  the  East  India  House,  in  a  General  Ceurt  of  Proprietors  held  on 
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Wednesday  the  28d  of  March,  1814,  f<^  the  Pofpo^e  of  cmisidering  Propo- 
litions  by  Mr.  R.  Jackson,  and  to  disCQSs  a  Motion  of  Mr.  Hom^s*    6vo.    Ssl 

Debates  at  the  East  India  House,  in  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors,  held  on 
Wednesday  the  5th  of  April,  by  Adjoarnment,  reladve  to  the  Exfec^Mwy  of 
granting  an  Augmentation  to  the  Salary  of  the  Directors.    8^o.    da.  > 

Observations  on  the  Effect  of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  of  a  Rise  and  FaUIn  th^ 
Price  of  Com,  on  the  Agrkultare  and  general  Weakb  of  the-Coaotry.  By  the 
Eey.  T.  R.  Malthus,  Professor  of  Political  Economy  at  the  East  India  CoU 
lege.     8vo.     2s.  \ 

Observations  on  an  intended  Proposition  to  the  Legislature,  in  Regard  to  a 
new  Arrangement,  as  to  Kmiting  the  Price  of  Corn.  By  Thot.  Stnckland, 
A.M.    8vo.     Is.  6d. 

Of  Buonaparte  and  the  Bourbons,  and  the  Necessity  of  rallying  round  our 
Legitimate  Princes  for  the  Safety  of  France,  and  that  of  Europe.  By  F*  A« 
de  Chateaubriand.    4s. 

A  Letter  on  the  Corn  Laws.    By  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale.    8vo.    3s. 

The  Speech  of  the  Hon.  Baron  Hepburn,  of  Smeaton,  on  the  Subject  aixhm 
Corn  Laws;  delivered  in  a  numerous  and  respectable  Afeeting  of  the  County 
of  East  Lothian,  held  at  Hudiogton,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1:814,  and  pukn 
fished  at  the  Re<]pest  of  that  Meeting.    8vo.    3s. 

THEOLOGY. 

Sermons  on  varioas  Subjects.  By  the  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Kettering*. 
8vo.    9s. 

An  Original  View  of  the  Night  of  Treason.  By  the  Rev.  Frederic  Tbrusr 
too,  M.  A.    8yo*    Ss.  * 

The  Principles  of  Christiau  Philosophy;  containing  the  Doctrines,  Duties^ 
Admonitions,  and  Consolations  of  the  Christian  Religion.    8vo.     7s. 

A  History  of  the  Propagation  of  Christianity  among  the  Heathen,  since  the 
Reformation.    By  the  Rev.  William  Bjrown,  M.  D^    2  vols.     8vo.     11.  5s. 

Rural  Discourses.  By  William  Clayton.  8vo.  10s.  6d.  12mo.  2  vols.. 
4s.  ... 

Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels.    By  John  Chambers.    8vo.    iL 

Novum  Lexicon  Graeco-L^tinum  in  Novum  Testamentum.  Per  Joh.  Frie- 
der.  Schleusner.    2  vols.  Svo.    31.  3s.— royal  61. 

Prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  concerning  Gogue.     By  Granville  Penn,  Esq.    6s.. 

A  Dissertalion  oq  the  Magi,^  and  the  Star  which  directed  their  way.  A 
liAibeen  Prize  Essay.     By  J.  C.  Franks^    8vo.    3s. 

A  Valedictory  Address,  delivered  at  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  on  Tuesday,  May  17th,  1814.  By  George 
Henry  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  ta  Thomas  Fanshaw,  Lord  Bishop  of  Calcutta^ 
previous  to  his  departure  for  India ;.  together  with  his  Reply.     Is. 

Address  to  the  Rev.  Eustace  Carey,  January  IQtb,  1814,  on  his  designation 
as  a  Christian  Missionary  to  India.,  By  Robert  Hall^  A.  M.  of  Leicester. 
8vo.  .ls.6d. 

The  Fathers  of  the  English  Church,  or  a  Selection  from  the  Writings  of  the 
Reformers  and  early  Protestant  Divines  of  the  Church  of  England.  8  vols* 
9vo.    41,  18s.  «d. 

Sermons.    By  the  Rev.  Archibald  Alison,  LL.B.    8vo.  12s. 

Fr,ee  Thoughts  upon  Methodists,  Actors,  and  the  Influence  of  the  Stage^. 
By  Robert  Mansel.     8vo.    9s. 

A  Sekctiion  of.  Psalms,  from  the  6\d  and  New  Version,  as  sung  in  the  Pa* 
rish  Charch  of  Whitchurch,    cr.  3vo.     3s.  6d. 

The  Claims  of  Dr.  Priestley  in  the  Controversy  with  Bishop  Horsley  re» 
stated^and.vifidicf^ed,  in ^  Reply  to  Animadversions  of  the  Rev.  Heneage- 
Horsley.    By  Thomas  Belsham.    8vo,    4s. 
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.    The  Inftuence  of  Bible  Societies  on  the  Temporal  Necessities  of  the  Poor# 
Bj  tbeBev,  Thomas  Clialmers,  Ktiioanjf    Is. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The  History  of  the  Town  and  Port  of  Dover,  and  of  Dover  Castle  :  with  a 
short  Account  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  By  the  Rev.  John  Lyon,  minister  of  St, 
Mary's  Dotfen  **  vob.  4to.  18  plates. 

A  History  of  iHe  University  and  Colleges  of  Cambridge ;  including  Notices 
relating  to  the  Founders  and  Eminent  Men.  By  G.  Dyer,  A.  B.  Illustrated 
by  32  Engravings.     2  vols.  8vo.     2l.  2s. — royalSl.  3s. 

The  Border  Antiquities  of  England  and  Scotland;  comprising  Specimens  of 
Architecture  and  Sculpture,  and  other  Vestiges  of  former  Ages.  Together 
with  Illustrations  of  remarkable  Incidents  in  Border  History  and  Tradition. 
By  V^alter  Scott,  Eso.     Part  VIl.     4to.     10s.  6d. 

The  Flymooth,  PfymOutHr  Dock,  and  Stonehoose,  G^cneral  Directory-fbr ' 
1814.     18mo.     23. 

A  Surviey  of  the  Road  from  Calais  to  Paris.  By  L.  Hebert,  Geographer, 
and  G.  Dupont,  Engineer.     Roy^l  Bvo.     14s. 

A  Picture  of  Paris,  being  a  complete  guide  to  all  the  Public  Buildings, 
Places  of^Amusement,  and  Curiosities  in  that  Metropolis;  accompanied  with 
4ix  different  Routes  from  the  Coast  to  Paris.     With  Plates.     12mo.     6s. 

V0YAGS8  AND  TRAVELS. 

.•  Sentimental  Journey  through  Margate  and  Hastings.     12mo.     5s. 

A  Voyage  Round  the  World  in  the  Years  1803,  4,  5,  and  6;  performed  by. 

'  Order  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  Alexander  the  First,  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  the 

Ship  Neva.     By  Urey  Lisiansky,  Captain  in  the  Russian  Navy.     4to.     St,  3s. 

A  General  Collection  of  Voyages  and  Travels;  forming  a  complete  History 
of  the  Origin  and  Progi-ess  of  Discovery,  by  Sea  and  Land,  from  the  earliest. 
a^es  to  the  piesent  Time.  By  John  Pinkerton.  Embellished  wkh  200  En- 
gravings |  complete  in  17  vols.    4to.    851.14  s. 

Letters  on  India.  By  Maria  Graham.  With  nine  Etchings  aad  a  M#p  of 
the  North  o\'  India.     8vo.     14s. 

A  Voyage  to  the  Isle  of  Elba,  translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Arsenne 
Thiebault  de  Berneand.     8vo.     9s. 

Travels  to  the  Source  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  across  the  x'Vmericaii  Con- 
tinent to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Performed  by  Order  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Years  1804,  1805,  and  1806^.  By  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke.  Published  from  the  Official  Report,  and  Illustrated  by  a  Map  of  the. 
Route,  and  other  Maps.     In  one  vol.  4to.     2l.  12s.  6d. 

A  Voyage  Round  Great  Britain,  undertaken  in  the  Summer  of  the  Year 
1813;  and  commencing  from  the  Land's  End,  Cornwall.'  By  Richard  Ayton. 
With  a  series  of  Views  illustrative  of  the  Character-and  prominent  Features 
of  the  Coast,  drawn  and  engraved  by  William  Daniell,  A.  R.  A.  No.  IV^  Im- 
perial 4to.     lOs.  6d, 

Sir  William  Stanley's  Garland;  containing  his  twenty-one  years  travei«, 
through  most  parts  of  the  World,  and  his  safe  return  to  Latham  Hall.  8?o. 
and  4to. 

Voya^'es  and  Travels  in  various  parts  of  the  World  during  the  Year9  180^ 
4^  5,  6,  and  J.    By  G,  H.  Von  Langsdorff.     Vol.  IL     4to.     11. 17s.  6d. 
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INDEX 

TO  THE 

ELEVENTH  VOLUME  of  the  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 


A. 

ADAMS  (William),  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  347 — account 'of  his  treat- 
ment of  ectropium,  or  eversion  of  the  eyelid,  348,  349 — cases  that 
were  treated  by  him,  350 — successful  operations  at  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, 352—354. 

Adam*^  Death,  poetically  described,  86,  87* 

Adolpkus  {John),  speech  on  the  case  of  the  ship-buildtersy  &c.  215. 

Agriculture,  remarks  on  the  modern  improvements  in,  3l9t  3(0. 

Albion,  ship  of  war,  report  of  th6  surveying  officers  of  Chatham  yard 
upon,  236,  237,  note, 

Aleutian  Islands,  productions  of,  288 — depopulation  of,  288,  289— suf- 
ferings of  the  Aleutian  hunters,  298* 

Andaman  Islands,  whence  peopled,  60 — character  of  the  islanders,  ib. 

Anderson  (Dr.)  comparison  of  his  edition  of  the  British  Poets,  with  that 
of  Mf;  Chalmers,  503,  505. 

Antiquities  (Popular)  utility  of  inquiries  into,  259*  260. 

Ariosto's  Orlando  Furioso,  remarks  on,  31,32-^versificatioti  of  Ariosto, 
32 — remarks  on  Bemi's  Etfaccknento>  of  his  Orlando  Innamorato,  ib. 

Avasaxa  Mount,  description  of  at  midnight.  111,  112. 

Azores,  or  Western  Islands,  history  of,  190 — discovery  of,  193,194 — 
formation  of  a  new  island  in  1811,  195,  196 — climate  and  produc- 

•  tions  of  the  Azores,  196 — Caldeiras  or  boiling  springs,  197 — principal 

•  towns  and  population  of  St.  Michael's,  196 — description  of  Fayal,  197 
-    — of  Terceira,  i6, — strictures  on  the  execution  of  the  work,  199 — 203. 

B- 

Badham  (Dr.)    See  Juvenal.  , 

Bancroft  (Dr.)  Researches  on  permanent  colours,  203 — divisions  of  co- 
lours, 204--mordants  for  fixing  colours,  205 — cause  of  the  decompo- 
sition of  colours  explained,  206 — colour  of  indigo  depenc^ant  on  its 
different  degrees  of  oxygenizatiou,  206,  207'^Rouge  vegetale,  whence 
obtained,  207 — the  finest  purples  obtained  from_  lichens,  ift.— purple 
from  gold,  208 — antiquity  and  art  of  calico  printing,  208, 209 — scar- 
let colours  whence  obtained,  210 — dying  Morocco  leather  scarlet, 
210,  211 — experiments  with  Prussian  blue,  211 — bleaching  with  mu- 
riatic acid  injurious  to  cloth,  212 — dye  from  madder,  ib; — from  Bra- 
sil  wood  and  logwood,  213 — ink,  how  deprived  of  blackness,  214 — 
recipes  for  inks,  ib, — black  dyes,  ib. 

Bats  of  the  Nicobar  Islands,  account  of,  69* 

Beggars  Opera,  remarks  on,  400. 

Bello  (Francesco),  remarks  on  the  Mambriano  of,  22. 
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BenecentOy  idol  of,  notice  of,  269. 

BernadoUe,  strictures  on  tW  conduct  of,  123. 

Bcrnr^  Rifaccimento  of  Ariosto's  Orlando  Innamorato,  observations  on, 

32.  ^ 

j^fC^  (M^  fllemoir^suf  la  Ji^fiejciofi  et  la  Polarisation  de  l(i  Lumiere^  42-V 

an^Iys^pf  bis  experiments,  with  remarks,  47 — 51. 
pirc^rtrecy  various  uses  of,  301, 302. 
^Vc  ,pf  a  ^^pent,  ep^traordinary  cure  of,  69  and  note. 
Bracking  with  muriatic  acid,  injuijioustoclotb,  212. 
jBo(;ctfcg*(?,  prigitt  of  hh  wprks,  ^2r~strictures  on  his  Latin  style,  ib. — an4 
.    'pii  hi^  p^cqmeront  23,  24 — cjiai^cter  of  \]h  successors  Jij  the  art  of 

.  §tQ|ry-tellijpg,  24,     , 
Bodmr^n  Npaq,  observations  on,  79- 

Brand  ^JobnX  Popular  AittiquiHes,  by  Mr.  Ellis,  259-^tbe  utility  of  in- 
quiries into  popular  antiquities,  ii.  260 — many  of  our  ancient  cusr 
tonji^  vestige3  of  Paganism,  261 — remarks  on  the  witches,  v^izards,  and 
'  fairies  of  elder  tipies,  262, 263 — antiquity  and  orrgin  of  the  first  iaha-. 
bit^nts  of  Spain,  263,  264 — faculty  of  the  Arabs  in  discovering  water 
at  a  distance,  264 — incombustible  Spaniard,  ib, — foolish  customs,  why 
permitted,  265— excommunication  of  noxious   insects,    zif^  5266— 
witchcraft  in  Lancashire,  266^ — magic  of  the  ancients,  26? — of  the 
Scandinavians,  i^.  268— the  Hercynien  forest,  why  considered  as  the 
haunt  of  supernatural  beings^  268,  269 — account  of  the  idolofBe- 
nevento,  269-^wilcbcraft  of  modern  Gireece,  270 — state  of  witcl^raft 
in  tbe  middle  ages,  27 1,  272 — persecutions  of  the  Waldenses,  273, 
274-^rules  for  discoyering  witches,  275 — execution  of  persons  in  New 
•Epgland,  for  withcraft,  276»  277 — execution  of  ten  persons  in  Engr 
land,  in  1716,277 — medical  charms,  i6.  278 — origin  of  Twelfth-day, 
and  the  manner  of  observing  it  in  Gloucestershire,  2  79f  280 — legend  of 
the  three  kjngs,  281 — curious  custom  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
on  May-day,  281,  282 — May-day,  how  observed  in  England,  282 — 
demolition  of  May-poles,  283 — observances  op  Whitsunday,  283 — 
curious  superstition  in  Cornwall  at  Christmas,  283 — other  customQ 
still  preserved,  28f — r<emarks  on  the  executioi>  of  the  work,  275-r 
S85f,  ■  '     ' 
Bourbon  (Poke  oO,  regent  of  France,  administration  of,  14ff-     . 
Brasilvii^,  origin  of  its  name,  213 — dye  obtained  from  it,  ib. 
Brewster  (Dr.)  Treatise  on  Philosophical  Instruments,  &c.  48^ — analysis 
of,  with  remarks  on  his  experiments  on  the  refractive  powers  of  fluid 
and  soft  substances,  54 — 56, 
Brunetto  Latini,  character  of  the  poetry  of,  8. 

Busby  (Dr.)  Translation  of  Lucretius,  88 — its  pompous  introduction,  &. 
93,  94 — remarks  on  his  life  of  Lucretius,  9^,  95 — extracts  from  hJB 
version,  with  remarks,  96—103. 
Bt^rom,  rhyming  propensities  of,  491 — his  poem  o(  ^  Carelfsss  CoUen^ 

probably  of  the  Elizjibethan  age,  49 1 — 493. 
Bj/ron  (Lord),  Corsair  and  Lara,  poems,  428 — ^scene  of  the  Corsair,  s^. 
—plan  of  the  poem,  with  extracts,  429— 443— analysis  of  Lara^wA 
specimens,  452 — critical  remarks  on  the  two  poems,  452 — 454. 
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C.  '  ^     \  ;' 

Calico  Printing,  aiiliquity  and  art  of,  208,  50^.  '"* 

Cdonne  (M.)  placed  at  the  h^d  of  the  Frenfch  fitftttices,-  ifiT'^aii-i 
missed,  170 — and  succeeded  by  Necker,  171. 

Chalmers  (Alexander),  JVorks  of  the  E}f^s;lhh  Poets,  4dO-i-(^liali'rfcatioh5 
of  the  editor,  and  remarks  on  the  rules  by  #Wch  th^  Mecfidh 'waar 
tnade,  48 J,  482 — remarks  on  his  deffnitioii  of  poetry,  483 — 504 — > 
and  on  his  edition  of  Chaucer,  483 — Chaucer,  why  ndtjiopular,  ib, 
484 — on  the  edition  of  Skclton,  484 — remarks  on  the  poets  omitted, 
485 — 488 — analysis  of  the  subsequent  volumes,  486,  ef  ^ey.-^cha- 
racter  of  Churchill  vindicated,  489 — flat  arguments  of  tlie  editor  to 
Grainger's  Sugar-cane,  489,  490 — rhyming  propensities  of  Byrbm, 
491 — *  Careless  Content,'  a  poem  of  Byrom's,  probably  of  the  Eliza- 
bethan age,  491 — 493 — remarks  on  Mr.  Chalmers's  Life  of  Ch'att^r- 
ton,  493 — 495 — stupid  imitation  of  Gilbert  Cooper's  epitaph  on  his 
child,  495,  496— anecdotes  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  496 — extract'  from 
Smart's  Song  of  David,  497 — character  of  Glover's  Leonidas  and 
Atbenais,  497, 498 — last  ho\irs  o(  Scott  of  Am  well,  500— character 
of  Mason,  502 — extract  on  the  character  of  Cowpcr,  502,  503 — 
comparative  merits  of  Dr.  Anderson's  and  Mr.  Chalmers's  collections 
of  British  Poets,  504,  505. 

Charms  (medical),  remarks  on,  277,  278. 

Ckatterton,  remarks  on  the  life  of,  493 — 495. 

Chaucer,  why  a  popular  poet,  480,  481. 

Chinese  literature,  progress  of,  in  France,  332,333— inutility  of  HagerV 
pretended  Chinese  works,  333 — lab(mrs  of  Montucci  in  Prussia,  ih, 
-^of  Klaproth  at  Halle,  i^.  334 — Chinese  literature  cultivated  at  thtf 
East  India  College,  Hertford,  ib. — labours  of  Mr.  Weston,  335 — 
account  of  the  early  histories  of  China,  343 — 346* 

C/iowett/ (Duke  of),  Prime  Minister  of  France,  administration  of,  154 — 
157. 

Christmas,  superstitious  practice  at,  in  Cornwall,  283. 

Churchill,  character  of,  vindicated,  489- 

Clalron  (Mademoiselle)  character  of  her  performance,  403. 

Classic  Poets,  remarks  on  the  translations  of,  88 — Virgil,  Terence,  &1C4 
t6.— tMautus,  J^.— Catullus,  ib. — Homce,  Propertius,  Persius,  and 
Martial,  89 — Lucan,  ib.  9O— Statius,  Valerius  Flaccus,  and  Clau- 
dfan,  9 1  — Lucreti  us,  92. 

Coleridge  {S.T.)  The  RernOrse,  a  tragedy,  177 — remarks  on  the  meta- 
physical system  of  the  Lake  Poets,  178 — 182 — plau  of  the  tragl'dy^ 
with  extracts,  183 — 187 — concluding  remarks,  188. 

Colours,  permanent*     See  Bancroft. 

Cvndamine,  (M.  de)  anecdote  of,  415. 

Confucius,  works  of,  by -J.  JNIarshman,  3S2— specimens  of  his  transla- 
tion, with  remarks,  337,  338— catalogue  of  his  works,  339 — speci- 
men of  his  I'a-hio,  or  Great  Science,  340 — genealogy  of,  340,  341— 
WHS  the  restorer  of  Chinese  literature,  347. 

C^>er  (Gilbert),  epitaph  of,  on  an  infant  son^  stupidly  imitated  iu 
•English,  495. 

L  L  2  Coral^ 
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Corali  bank  of,  discovered,  333. 
ComMey  remarks  on,  403)- 404. 
Corni$aUf  superstitious  practice  in,  at  Christmas,  283., 
Cofwper  (William),  on  the  character  of,  502,  503. 
CroeoMet,  two  species  of,  in  the  Nicobar  Islands,  6l. 
Crikpt^  rotation  of,  benefit  of,  329. 

Cuftmns  rude,  of  the  Nicobar  islanders,  6l-— many  of  our  ancient  cus- 
-  toms,  vestiges  of  paganism,  26l — foolish  customs,  why  permited,  265. 

r>.   / 

Danle,  character  of,  10 — probable  origin  of  his  InfemOy  ibid, — speci- 
mens, with  remarks,  11,  12 — remarks  on  the  entrance  into  his  Pur- 
gatorio,  13,  14— contrast  between  his  Inferno  and  PurgErtorio,  15 — 
Dante  to  be  judged  by  himself  alone,  ibid.  l6. 

TfArUay's  (Madame),  Jvanderer,  123 — popularity  of  her  early  pieces, 
,124— dfefects  of  the  Wanderer,  124,  125 — criticism  on  one  of  her 
novels  by  Mrs.  Inchbald,  125 — plan  of  the  tale,  with  remarks^  on 
its  characters,  126 — 130. 

t)aty  (Sir  Humphry)  Agricultural  Chennstryj  318 — effects  of  modem 
asriculturaf  improvements  considered,  319--plan  of  the  work^  320 — 
circulation  of  the  sap  explained,  320,  321 — sugar  made  from  starch, 
321,  322^quantity  of  nutritive  matter  afforded  by  different  sub- 
stances, 322 — directions  for  the  analysis  of  soils,  323,  324 — dark 
soils,  why  more  fertile,  325 — improvement  of  soils,  ibid, — manures, 
526,327 — 329— benefit  of  rotation  ofcrops,  322— table  of  parts  of 
nulritive  matter  afibrded  by  an  acre  of  tlfe  most  productive  grasses, 
330-^  d  iscovery  «f  so  me  mistakes,  33 1 . 

I>eii»  ^Madame,  niece  of  Vohaire),  anecdotes  of,  417*  418. 

Diseases^  treatment  of,  among  the  Nicobar  islanders,  62.  ' 

Dubois,  minister  of  France  under  the  ^Regent  Orleans,  142— created 
Archbishop  of  Cambray,  and  Cardinal,  144 — his  death,  145. 

E. 

East  India-built  Shippings  minutes  of  evidence  on,  215 — remarks  on, 
217 — proof  that  the  introduction  of  East  India  teak-built  ships  will 
not  ruin  the  establishments  of  the  Thames  ship-builders,  ?43 — 252* 

Ectropiumy  or  eversion  of  the  eyelid,  cases  of  successflil  treatnvent  o^ 
348—350. 

Etymology  of  modern  Greek  words  considered,  476 — 478. 

Excomimtmcation  of  noxious  insects,  265,  266. 

Eye,  diseases  of.     See  Adams.  '  ,     ' 

V. 

Fazio  degl  'Ubertiy  remarks  on  the  Dettamondo  of,  25. 

Finlandy  ancient  state  of,  108 — originally  possessed  by  the  Laplanders, 
I09---population  of,  111 — habits  of  the  people  of  Finmark,  WS-^ 
division  of  the  coast  of  Finland  along  the  Frozen  Ocean>lI3* 

Fisheries  of  Norway,  notice  of,  122. 

Pon^ene/Ze,  character  and  anecdotes  of,  412,  413. 

France^  history  of,  during  the  eighteenth  century,  138r-Hcharac^  <^ 
>Mad.ame  Maintenon,  i^. — state  of  the  French  ^urt  at  the- end  of 

Lewis 
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Lewis  XIV.'s  reign,  i6i(/.l39, 140— fortitude  awI  excellent  cliarai?ter 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  139 — dissi)i«jted  vegency  <if  4ii6  Duke  of 
Orleans,  141 — Promotion  of  Duboisi,  142^ci&itua^iQthof  thc^Pari- 
sians  by  the  Mississipi  scheme,  i6irf.  143-^ Dubois  cre&tell  Acch- 
bishop  of  Cambray  and  a  Cardinal,  144-^his  4eatb,  145*^deatii.aiid 
character  of  the  Regent,  t6i(f. — administration  of  ^the  Duke  of. Bour- 
bon, 146^^-accessian  of  Lewis  XVt,  ta  the  throne,  i^'(2.^hifid0bav€iie- 
ries,  147 — 149 — administration  of  Cardtnal  ^leuxy^  >  ^lASirr^ffi^^*^' 
losses  of  France  during  the  st^ven  years*  war,  151 — extravagance  and  » 
dissipations  of  Lewis,  152— disputes  in  tht:  Frendi  churc^i,  153— • 
administration  of  the  Duke  de  Cboiscul,  154—157 — reflections  on 
the  dispersion  of  the  Jesuits,  1 55—1 57 --introduction  of  the  Countess 
du  Barri  at  court,  158 — chamcter  of  Lewis  XVl,  159— ^aUministra- 
tion  of  Maurepas,  Turgot,  snd  Malesherbes,  iffO,  1(5 1 -^abuses  pre* 
Valentin  France,  l6l — administration  of  Nccker/l^S— 165,  l66 — 
he  his  succeeded  by  M.  de  Calonnc,  16^7^  circumstances  that  pre- 
saged a  ^evolution,  l68— adventure  of  the  Cardinal  de  Robaijj  and 
the  necklace,  169 — Calonne  dismissed,  17O — Necker  replaced  at  the 
head  of  the  finances,  171  ^ferment  of  ihe  French  on  the  formation  of 
the  States-general,  I71,  I72^causes  of  the  French  revolution,  l72, 
173 — the  influence  of  the  philosophers,  in  producing  that  event,, 
considered,  173 — 177. 
Frezziy  remarks  on  the  Qmdringio  of,  25. 

G- 

(hit  (John),  Tragedies  of  Maddalen,  &c.  33— «tricture8  on  Iiis  boldness, 

ib. — on  the  plot  of  Maddalen,  with  specimens,  34--36-rrstric-tiires  on 

his  Agamemnon,  Clytemnestra,  and  Antonia,  37,  ^8 — and  on  his.Lady 

Macbeth,  38 — 40 — concluding  remarks,  41;. 

Grfisjirer's  Death  of  Abel,  why  popular,  78,  7^.     '    '-        -  ■     ^    \ 

Gingiteni  (P.  L.)    Hisioire  Utteraire  (t Italic,  origin  ?«nd  :destgn  of,  1. 

See  Italy ^  Literary  History  of. 
Gloucestershire^  curious  customs  in,  on  Twelfth  Day,  ^79y  280. 
Glover's  Leonidas  and  Athenais,  strictures  on,  497,  498,  . 
Grasses,  table  of  nuttitivL'  matter  siiS'jrded  b}^  330* 
Crra/f an  (Mr.)  encomium  of,  on  Dean  Kinyan's  eloquence,  i34. 
Gray  (Thomas)  Works  of,  by  Mr.  Mnthias,  304— remarks  on  tbe  indis- 
criminate publication  of  fill  his  MbS*  304 — ^:j07^3ii,  3V2 — on  his 
knowledge  of  Natural  Ilii^tory^  307,  308— character  of  lii*  Notes  on 
the  classics,  309,  310 — on  Masons  edttifin  ofhis  works,  3l3,  3 14 — 
anecdotes  of  Gra}' — his  iinttpathy  to  inlidels,  31j,  3lC> — opinion  of 
Gray  on  Encyclopedias,  317 — remarks  on  his  partiality  for  Italian 
poets,  and  on  the  decline  of  t^te  ihEnglaiWl' for  the  literature  of 
Italy,  317,  318.  -   '      '  '  ' 

Gi^^e  (Modem)  Irteratutfe  of* — ^ee  Leake, 

Grimm  et  Diderot. — Cwrespondmee  lAttSrmrk,  )S99— *i*emark  on  the  Beg- 
gar's Opera,  400 — distinction  be^^n  false  ulid  vulgar  taste,  401— 
remarks  on  the  Ecossaise  of  Vokajre,  4©U  *40^-wind  ori  the  per- 
^    lonnances  of  Clairon  and  Le  Kain,  408^d^rcltter  ofCort^iltej'408, 
''   4()t«--»^f  Vottaire,  as  a  poetj  405,^  40&^^rMft«t< W4ite  Cm^Mie,  406' 
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■—on  tfce  French  tragedy,  407,  408^— recipe  for  a  French  tragcrfy, 
407/  wote — frivolity  of  French  society,  409,  410— anecdoite  of  Le 
Kaliiy41l — anecdotes  and  character  of  Fonteuelle,  412,  418'= — of 
MM.  de  Potnpignan  and  Palissot,  414*--of  Rcstaut  the  graminariany 
415 — of  M.  de  la  Cohdamine,  ib, — character  and  anecdotes  of  the 
Mai'qiiisde  Maugir<Mi,  4l6,  417 — of  Madatne  Denis,  niece  of  Vol* 
taire,  417,  418— of  Voltaire,  418,  4 ip—of  Rousseau,  420-— 423. 
Ouith  GuimxUif  perfected  the  canzone,  8. 

H, 

Haensel  (M.)  Letters  on  tlie  Nicobar  Islands,  57 — mode  of  sleeping  there, 
68 — pious  rejections  of,  on  the  failure  of  the  Moravian  missjoa  there, 
71,72. 

Harrison  (Mr.)  Speech  on  India-built  Shippings  215 — remarks  on,  217. 

Hercmian  Forest^  why  considered  as  the  haunt  of  supernatural  beings, 
268,  269. 

Hook's  translation  of  Ariosto,  remarks  on,  29. 

I. 

Incombustible  Spaniard,  notice  of,  264. 

Ink,  hov^  deprived  of  its  blackness,  214 — recipes  for  making,  ib. 

Insects,  noxious,  driven  away  by  excommunication,  260,  26*6« 

Irkutsk,  description  of,  302. 

Italy,  Literary  History  of,  1 — origin  of  the  Italian  language,  2 — Latili 
the  language  of  Italy  till  the  12th  century,  4 — history  of  the  Pjrovt^p^ 
pal  language,  5,  6,  7 — enumeration  of  Italian  poets  who  preceded 
Dante,  8 — character  of  Dante,  10 — probable  origin  of  his  Jnferoo, 
t^. — specimens,  with  rfmarks,  11,  12 — remarks  on  theentrance  into 
Ins  Purgatorio,  13,  14 — contrast  between  his  Inferno  and  Purgatorio, 
15 — Dante  to  be  judged  by  himself  alone,  ib,  l6 — rejnarks  on  the 
miscellaneous  works  of  Petrarch,  17 — general  charucter  of  his  pcx^ius, 
18,  19-^his  defects,  the  defects  of  his  age,  19 — remarks  on  bis^^n- 
zoni,  ih.  20 — translation  of  one  by  Voltaire,  20,  note — English.  \^|-« 
sion  of  one,  20,  21 — origin  of  Boccaccio's  works,  22 — strictures^^^n 
his  Latin  style,  22 — on  his  Decameron,  23,  24 — character  o£.I}qc- 
caccio*s  followers  in  the  art  of  story  telling,  24 — the  D^ttamendo  of 
Fazio  degl'  Uberti,  25 — Quadiircgio  of  Frezzi,  ib, — state, of  lk<^a« 
lure  in  the  15th  century,  25,  26 — the  origin  of  the  heroic  romance, 
26 — the  Magnanimous  Lie  of  Turpi n,  27 — the  Buovo  d*Antoua^  ib^ — 
jioem  of  La  Spagna,  28 — beauties  and  defects  of  the  Morgante  Mag- 
giore  of  Pulci,  28,  29 — the  Mambriano  of  Francesco  Hello>  29 — 
strictures  on  the  Orkuido  Farioso  of  Ariosto,  30,  31 — versihcatioii  of 
Ariosto,  31,  32 — strictures  (jh  the  l^i/ffccw/ertfo of  Beini,  32 — remarks 
pn  the  decline  of  taste  for  Italian  literature,  318. 

J. 

Jakutsk,  men  of,  described,  302 — various  tjses  of  the  birch  tree  (here, 
301,302.  .         ^ 

Jesuits,  reflections  on  the  dispersion  of,  155 — 157.' 

Jugglers,  irauds  of,'in  the  Nicobar  islands,  63,  64.  ^ 

Juvmal,  Satires  of,  translated  by  Dr.  Badlvam,  ^FZ'^the  tnaSisHOiifr's 
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strujtures  on  the  Quavterfy  Review,  378--rreply  thereto,  9iSily^9--^ 
icomparative  cstwnate  of  former  translators,  378— resemblajnceS' be- 
tween Dr.  Badbam's  version  and  tb^t  of  other  modern  trao«Ut^r^ 
3795  330— specimens  of  mistranslation^  wiih  remerbs,'381— i394 — 
favourai)Le  specimen  of  the  Mersibn,  39i$'^398i. 

Keti  (Rev.  Jknry),  Flawexvi  of  Wity  423— desig»  of  Jii$  ivork,;424-*'its 
division,  426 — remarks^pn  its  execution,  427* 

^ing*s  yards^  superior  workmanship  and  materials  employed  there  for 
ship-building,  234,  235 — notice  of  the  officers  employed  there,  235,^ 
23o,  237 — the  system  of  inspection  and  responsibility  there,  an  ef- 
fectual bar  against  slovenly  Workmanshipi  238. 

Kirwan  (Dean)  sermons  by,  130-^stTictures  on  popular  pulpit  oratory, 
131 — particulars  of  Mr.  Kirwan's  life,  132,  133 — panegypc  of  Mr* 
•Grattanon  his  eloquence,  134 —extracts,  on  the  character  of  the  true 
Christian,  135— on  selfishness,  ib.  136 — defects  of  Kirwan's  style, 
136,  137,  138. 

Klopstock's  Messiah,  observation  on,  7d- 

L. 

Xjacretelle  (Charles)  Histoirede  France^ pendant  le  dix-kidtihie  Sitcle^  138. 
See  Trance. 

La  Mqtl^  (A.)  Voyage  dans  le  Nord  de  VEwr&pey  &c.  104 — reniarics  on, 
117..    Sw  N'orway.  , 

Jjancashircy  notice  of  witchcraft  in,  266. 

Lgngsdor f's{G.  H.  Von)  Voyages  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  285 — 

' '  inconsistencies  in  his  narrative,  295,  296. 

LangUdge  of  Italy,  origin  of  the,  2 — Latin,  the  language  of  Italy  til!  the 
twelfth  century,  4 — history  of  the  Provencal  language,  5 — 7-^of  the 
Nicobar  islanders'  monosyllabic,  61 . 

fjaplandy  present  state  of,  110 — population  of.  111 — the  Laplanders 
origfoally  possessed  of  Finland,  109— habits  of  the  Laplanders  along 
the  coast  of  the  Frozen  Ocean,  115.  ^ 

Xe«A:/s  (Wm.  Martin)  Researches  in  Greece^  458 — causes  why  the  pre- 
'  sent  state  and  literature  of  modern  Greece  are  comparatively  but 
little  known,  458,  459 — scarcity  of  MSS.  in  Greece,  4^,  46l — ori- 
,  gin  and  progress  of  the  Romaic  language,  461,462 — structure  of  its 
terses,  463 — derivation  of  the  terra  Romaic^  464 — defects  and  struc- 
ture of  its  language,  465 — 469 — examination  of  the  question  which 
is  the  con^ct  mode  of  pronouncing  Greek,  469 — 474 — ^the  etymolo- 
^of  modem  Greelt  words  considered,  476 — 478 — on  the  capability 
of  improvement  in  the  modem  Greek  language,  478 — notice  of  ef- 
forts made  for  that  purpose,  480.  ^ 

Le  Kam  (M.),  anecdote  of,  411^ — character  of  his  performance,  403. 

Lewis  XIV.  state  of  France  at  the  close  of  his  reign,  139 — 141. 

Le:wis  XV.  accession  of  to  the  throne,  146 — his  debaucheries,  147 — 
149— events  of  his  reign,  148 — 158r 

f^ewis  XVL  character  of,  159 — ^events  of  his  reign,  160 — 172 — causes 
of  the  revolution  in  France,  173, 

fjishtf  discoveries  of  M.  Mains  on- the  refraction  of^  42,  43*^fais  calcu- 
MiW  of  tke  particular  cases  «f  rofraction^  44^calciilation  for  more 
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I  conveniently  solving  a  problem  of  M.  Mains,  46 — application  of  it 
to  the  phenomena  respecting  light  and  colours,  discovered  by  M. 
Arago  and  described  by  M.  Biot,  47 — 49 — inquiry  into  the  effect  of 
incident  light  according  to  the  general  law  of  periodical  colours,  50 
—52 — remarks  on  Dr.  Seebeck's  experiments  on  the  reflexion  and 
refraction  of  li^t,  52,  53— and  on  Dr.  Brewster's  experiments,  54 — 
56. 

Lisianshf's  (Urey)  voyage  round  the  world,  285. 

jAstofPublictions,253,505. 

LUtraiure  of  Italy,  state  of  in  the  fifteenth  century,  25 — 26 — history  of, 
see  Itali^f  supra. 

>       of  China.    See  Chinese  Literature, 

Lucretius^  remarks  on  the  editors  of,  91— character  of  his  translators, 
92— extracts  from  Dr.  Busby's  life  of,  94, 95 — specimens  of  his  trans- 

I    latioD,  compared  with  those  of  Creech  and  Dryden,  S6 — 103. 

M. 

Ifagtc*  of  the  ancients,  account  of,  267— of  the  Scandiaavians,  268. 
See  Witchcraft. 

Maintenon  (Madame)  character  of,  138. 

Mains  (E.  L.)  Thiorie  de  la  double  Refraetion  de  la  Lumihrey  42 — brief 
notice  of  M.  Malus,  42— retrospect  of  his  discoveries,  43 — his  calcu- 
lations of  the  particular  cases  of  refraction,  44 — calculation  for  nioce 
convenientl}'  solving  a  probTem  of  Malus,  45,  46 — application  of  it 
to  an  interesting  phenomenon  relative  to  light  discovered  by  M. 
Arago,  47. 

Manures^  examination  of,  and  the  best  modes  of  applying  them,  326 — 

329- 
Marshmarif  (Mr.)  account  of  his  labours  in  promoting  the  knowledge  of 

Chinese  literature,  336,  337-     See  Confucius. 
Manuscripts,  scarcity  of,  in  Greece,  460,  46 1. 
Mason f  the  poet,  character  of,  502. 
Mathias.     See  Gray. 

Maugiron  (M.  de),  anecdote  and  character  of,  41 6,  417. 
MaurepaSf  (Count)  administration  of,  l60,  l6l. 
May-day,  curious  observances  of,  in  the  Highlands  of  Sicotland,  281, 

282 — how  anciently  observed  in  England,  282 — May-poles,  vrheu 

discontinued,  283. 
Montgomery  ^ James),  The  World  before  the  Flood,  a  poem,  78 — remarks 

on  the  choice  of  his  subject,  79 — plan  of  the  pcem,  with  extracts, 

80 — 85 — fine  description  of  the  death  of  Adam,  86,  87. 
Morcamn  Missionaries^  unsuccessful  attempt  of,  to  convert  the  Nicobar 

islanders,  58,  59 — 71 — their  suflferings  on  those  islands,  59 — 6^-^ 

expenses  of  their  missions,  72. 
Morocco  leather,  process  for  dyeing  scarlet,  210,  21 1. 
Morrison  (Rev.  Rob.)  Horae  Sinicos,  332 — his  labours  for  diflusing  the 

knowledge  of  Chinese  literature,  335. 

N. 
jDfcciber,  (M.)  anecdotes  of,  l63'*placed  at  the  head  of  ihe.Froach 

finances. 
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finances^  l64 — his  udminiatfation^  165,  1 66— succeeded  by  M.  de 
Calonne,  l67^ — restored,  171. 

Nekon  (Lord),  letters  of,  to  Lady  IIamilton>  73 — the  publication  dero- 
gatory from  the  character  of  Nelson,  ib, — his  character  vindicated, 
74 — specimen  of  his  extraordinary  and  magnanimous  self-confidence, 
75 — verses  b}'  Nelson,  75,  76 — strictures  on  the  other  letters  in  these 
volumes,  77^ 

Nicobar  Islanders^  letters  on,  57-^geographical  situation  of,  iii. — wbea 
first  discovered,  ib. — unsuccessful  attempt  of  the  Dutch  lo  conquer 
them,  ib. — excellent  harbour  formed  by  two  of  the  islands,  ib — un- 
successful attempt  of  the  Jesuits  to  convert  the  islanders,  58— and  of 
the  Moravian  missionaries,  ib.  59^su  fferiu^  of  the  Moravian  mis* 
sionaries,  ib. — whence  probably  peopled,  60 — their  language  mono- 
syllabic, 6l — rude  customs,  on  the  death  of  a  person,  ib. — their  reli-^ 
gious  belief  62 — curious  mode  of  eKorcisin^  disea^e^s  6^ — RTid  of 
terminating  disputes,  ib.  63 — wurship  of  the  moon,  ib. — feast  of  the 
dead,  ib. — frauds  of  their  jugglers,  A.  64 — ^gentle  character  of  the 
natives,  ib. — state  of  society,  t^. — food,  65^  66 — villages,  65— cloth- 
ing, 66 — amusements,  67 — shells  found  on  the  shore,  ib. — ferocious 
and  tame  crocodiles,  68 — venemous  serpents,  ib*  69---Nicobar  bats, 
69,  70 — nests  of  the  hirundo  edulis,  70— causes  of  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  Nicobar  climate,  71 — failure  of  the  Moravian  missionaries,  ib. 

Norwaif,  travels  in,  by  Skioidebrand  and  others,  103,  104 — whence 
peopled,  104,  105-— population  of  Abo  and  Ulleaborg,  106 — ^manners 
of  the  Ostrobothnians,  107 — present  state  of  Torneo,  107 — origin 
of  the  Fins,  ib. — ancient  state  of  Finland,  108 — Fmland  originally 
possessed  by  the  Laplanders,  109 — present  state  o£  Lapland,  110 — 
population  of  Lapland  and  Finland,  1 1 1 — description  of  the  moun- 
tain. Avasaxa  at  midnight,  111,  112 — divisions  of  the  coast  along  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  1 13 — intercourse  with  and  private  life  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Finmark,  114, 115 — habits  of  the  Laplanders  on  this  coast, 
115 — ancient  connexion  between  Scotland  and  Norway,^118 — early 
history  of  this  country,  ib. — its  population  and  military  force,  ib. — 
valiant  achievement  of  the  Norwegian  peasantry,  1 19 — contrasted 
view  of  Drontheim  and  Christiana,  120 — climate  and  productions  of 
Norway,  121— Norwegian  fisheries,  122 — excellencies  and  defects 
in  the  Norwegian  character,  122,  123. 

Nutritive  matter  afforded  by  different  vegetables,  322— and  by  different 
grasses,  330. 

O. 

Ochotsky  description  of,  301  • 

OrleanSy  Dukcf  of,  regent  of  France,  dissipated  administration  of,  141— 
144 — his  death  and  character,  145.  < 

OitroboiknianSy  manners  of,  107. 

P. 

PaUssot  (M.)  anecdote  of,  414. 

Petrarch,  remarks  on  the  miscelUneous  works  of,  17 — general  charac- 
ter of  his  poems,  18,  19 — his  defects,  the  defects  of  his  age,  19 — 
VOL.  XI.  NO.  xxiT.  M  M  rema]:k8 
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iremark»  on  his  cftnzoni,  t^.  ^^-tmisllition  of  006'<by  Voktirey  ^, 
nott. — English  version  of  one,  20,  21. 

Philosophers,  influence  of,  in  prodocing  the  French  Revolatios»  coosi* 
dered,  173—177. 

Phoca  nrsina,  habits  of,  290* 

Poetry^  curious  definition  of,  480 — remarks  thereon,  501. 

PoetSy  (English)  works  of.     See  Chalmers, 

Pof^*  of  Italy  who  preceded  Dante,  list  of,  with  remarks,  8 — charac- 
ter of  Dante,  10 — 16 — of  Petrarch's  Poems,  wfth  specimens,  18— 
21 — poem  of  Lfl  Spagna,  28 — beauties  and  defects  of  the  Rlor- 
gante  Maggiore  of  Pulcf,  28,  29 — character  of  the  Mambriano  of 
Francesco  Bello,  29 — remarks  on  Ariobto's  Orlando  Furioso,  31, 
32 — and  on  the  Rifaccimento  of  Berni,  32. 

Pompignan  (M.  de)  anecdote  of,  414. 

Papulation  of  Abo  and  Ulleaborg,  lOg — of  Finland  and  Lapland,  111— 
of  Norway,  118. 

Portugueze  navigators,  discoveries  of,  192. 

Promtnciation  of  modern  Greek,  which  method  the  best,  examined, 
466—477. 

Pr&cai^  language,  origin  of,  5 — rise,  progress,  and  decline  of  the  Pro- 
vencal poetry,  6, 7i  8. 

PrwMMrA  ^to,  experiments  with,  211. 

Pulc^s  Morgante  Maggiore,  character  of,  2d,  29. 

Pulpit  eloquence,  observations  on,  131. 

R. 

iiestaut  (M.)  anecdote  of,  41 5. 

Revolution  in  France,  circumstances  that  presaged,  l63 — causes  of,  175 
173 — the  influence  of  the  philosophers  in  causing  it,  considered, 
173—177. 

Rohan  (Cardinal  de)  adventure  of,  and  the  diamond  necklace,   169. 

Romaic  lang^iage,  origin  and  progress  of,  46l,  462 — structure  of  its 
verses,  4o3 — derivation  of  the  term  Romaic,  464 — defects  and  struc- 
ture of,  465 — 469 — etymology  of  Romaic  words  considered,  4-76— 
478 — its  capability  of  improvement,  478 — notice  of  attempts  for  that 
jurpjse,  479,  480. 

Rjomince,  heroic,  origin  of,  26 — character  of  Turpins  Magnanimous  Lie» 
27 — and  of  the  Buorco  (HAntona,  ib. 

Rotation  of  crops,  beneficial  effects  of,  329- 

Rouge  tegitale,  whence  obtained,  207. 

Rousseau*s  writings  considered,  and  their  influence  in  producing  th« 
French  Revolution,  174 — 176.  ^ 

Russian  Voyages  round  the  World,  'account  of,  285,  286 — contradictory 
account  of  the  Sandwich  islands,  286,  287— productions  of  the  Aleu- 
tian islands,  288— their  depopulation,  288,  289 — various  uses  of 
the  seal,  289— varieties  of  the  seal-tribe,  ib, — habits  of  the  phoca 
ursina,  290  —diminution  in  the  numbers  of  the  sea-ottej;,  291 — siege 
and  capture  of  a  fort  of  the  Kaluschians,  293 — Russian  settlement 
founded  on  one  of  the  Norfolk  islands,  293,  294~suflerings  of  th« 
Aleutian  hunters,  295— productions  of  the  Aleutian  islands,  298— 
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remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  Russian  settlements,  299— description 
of  Ochotsk,  301 — Jakutsk,  302— and^  Irkutsk,  ib, — coral  rock  dis- 
covered by  Captain  Lisiansky,  303,  .304. 

S.      . 

Sap,  circulation  of,  explained,  by  Sir  H.  Davy,  320,  321, 

Scotland,  singular  observance  in,  on  May-day,  281,  282. 

Scott  of  Amwell,  hist  hours  of,  500. 

Scots,  defeat  of,  by  the  Norwegians,  1 J9. 

Sea-otter,  habits  of,  291.  .  ' 

Seals,  various  uses  of,  289 — varieties  of  the  seal  tribe,  ib. 

Seebeck  (Dr.)  on  the  reflection  and  refraction  of  light,  42 — remarks  on 
his  experiments,  52,  53. 

Serpents,  venemous,  in  the  Nicobar  islands,  68,  69- 

Ships  of  war  built  in  the  King's  yards,  proved  to  be  superior  to  those 
built  in  private  yards,  by  an  examination  of  the  evidence  adduced  to- 
prove  the  contrary,  230 — 234 — superior  materials  of  King's  ships^ 
234 — and  of  workmanship,  235. 

Sisnumdi  (J.  C.  L.)  De  la  Littirature  da  Midi  de  V Europe^  origin  and  de- 
sign of,  1.     See  Italy,  Literary  History  of. 

iSA:2oWe6raw(i  (A.  F.)  Picturesque  Journey  to  the  North  Cape,  103. 

Smart,  anecdote  of,  496 — extract  from  his  '  Song  of  David,'  497. 

Society,  state  of  in  the?  Nicobar  islands,  64 — 67 — frivolity  of  French 
society,  409. 

Spain,  antiquity  and  origin  of  the  first  inhabitants  of,  263,  264— account 
of  an  incombustible  Spaniard,  26*4. 

Stuart  (Gilbert),  anecdote  of,  496. 

Sugar,  prepared  from  starch,  32 1^  322. 

T. 

Tasff,  distinction  between  false  and  vulgar,  401. 

Thames  Skip-builders,  Papers,  &c.  on,  215 — the  Quarterly  Revievvei-^i* 
former  strictures  on  them  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  calumny,  ib, 
216— examination  of  the  evidence  to  prove  that  there  neither  is  nor  is 
likely  to  be  a  scarcity  of  timber,  the  produce  of  Britain,  217 — 
226 — the  reverse  proved,  227 — 230 — the  superiority  of  ships-of  war 
built  in  the  king's  yards,  over  those  built  in  merchants'  yards,  de* 
monstrated,  230 — by  an  examination  of  the  evidence  adduced  to 
prove  the  contrary,  231 — 234 — superiority  of  the  matenq^  of  king's 
ships,  234 — and  of  workmanship,  235'— Report  of  the  surveying  oSi-' 
cers  of  Chatham  yard  on  the  defects  of  the  Albion,  236,  237,  note — 
system  of  inspection  and  responsibility  in  the  king's  yards,  238,  239 — 
superiority  of  teak-built  ships  over  those  built  in  the  Thames,  240 — ■ 
242 — proof  that  the  introduction  of  teak-built  ships  will  not  ruin  the 
ehtablishments  of  the  Thames  ship-buildeis,  243 — 252. 

Timhcr,  proof  of  the  scarcity  of  for  ship-building,  in  England,  227 — ' 

TumcQ,  present  state  of,  107. 

/i'ragcdjj  (^French)  remarks  on,  407,  408 — ^jrccipe  for  making  a  French 
tragedy,  407,  note. 
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Transkiions  of  the  classic  poets,  observations' on,  88 — 92. 
Turpin*s  Romance  of  the  Magnanimous  Lie,  remarks  on,  27* 
Twelfth-daify  origin  of,  and  how  observed  in  Gloucestershire,  279,  280. 

V. 

Verses,  by  Lord  Nelson,  75y  76. 

Voltaire's  works,  tendency  of,   177 — remarks  on  his  Ecossaise,  401, 

— 402— character  of  him  as  a  poet,  405,  406 — character  of  his  Can- 

dide,  406 — anecdotes  of  Voltaire,  418,  419. 
Von  Buck  (Leopold)  Travels  in  Norway,  translated  by  Black,  103 — 

remarks  on  the  execution  of  the  translation,  11 6.    See  Norway. 

W. 

Waldensesy  persecution  of,  273,  274. 

Water  discovered  at  a  distance  by  the  Arabs,  264. 

Waoerley^  or  'tis  Sixty  Years  since,  354 — remarks  on  the  character  of 
modern  novels,  354 — 356— plan  of  the  work  with  extracts,  356 — 
376— concluding  remarks,  377* 

Western  Islands.    See  Azores. 

Wewitzer  (Ralph),  School  for  Wits^  423 — design  of  his  work,  425 — ex- 
tract, 426. 

Witchcraft  and  Witches^  observations  on,  262,  263 — witchcraft  in  Lan- 
cashire, 266 — of  modem  Greece,  270 — in  the  middle  ages,  271,  272 
— the  Waldenses  persecuted  for  witchcraft,  273,  274— rules  for  de- 
tecting witches,  275 — account  of  persons  executed  in  New  England, 
for  witchcraft,  276,  277 — two  persons  hung,  in  England,  in  1716;. 
277. 
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